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ISP-FRIENDLY RATE ALLOCATION FOR P2P
APPLICATIONS

BACKGROUND

Content distribution over the Internet 1s rapidly increasing.
One area of considerable growth 1s video-on-demand over the
Internet. However, providing high-quality Internet video-on-
demand with a traditional client-server model 1s very costly.
More 1mportantly, the ever-mounting demand 1s adding sig-
nificant pressure onto existing server-based infrastructures
(such as data centers, content distribution networks (CDNs)),
which are already under heavy burden to live up to their
current load. As a result, high-profile failures are not uncom-
mon.

Fortunately, on the heel of such crisis, peer-to-peer (P2P)

networks come to rescue. Indeed, Internet video streaming
(both on-demand and live broadcast) using various peer-to-
peer or peer-assisted frameworks has been shown to greatly
reduce the dependence on infrastructure servers, as well as
bypass bottlenecks between content providers and consum-
ers. Content distribution using a P2P network greatly reduces
dependence on infrastructure servers and scales up to the
demand of the Internet video era. However, 1t has also funda-
mentally altered the relationship among content owners,
Internet service providers (ISPs), and consumers. In particu-
lar, ISPs on one hand are spending billions to maintain and
upgrade their networks 1n order to support the ever increasing
traific due largely to P2P. On the other hand, ISPs are also
being marginalized by content owners’ direct reaching to
consumers. As aresult, unhappy ISPs started to put up various
hurdles for P2P applications (such as throttling P2P traffic or
even taking active measures to deter P2P traific). These prac-
tices, however, created a huge backlash once they were dis-
covered and made public. ISPs now realize that 1t 1s 1n their
best iterest to work collaboratively with content providers
and consumers. However, to provide to ISPs to embrace P2P
networks, any solution has to include a way for P2P applica-
tions to become ISP-1riendly at the protocol level.
In general, ISP-uniriendly traffic refers to all levels of
traific uniriendly to ISPS. It includes ftraffic crossing ISP
boundaries, between post-oilice protocols (PoPs), or even
among different neighborhoods within the same ISP and PoP.
Crossing ISP boundary traflic 1s a particularly significant
concern of all the ISP-unfriendly traffic. ISP-uniriendly trat-
fic 1s detrimental to ISPs because it increases an ISP’s cost of
doing business. This increase 1n the cost of doing business for
the ISP 1s passed on to the user 1n the form of higher prices to
access the Internet. This makes users unhappy. Thus, 1t 1s a
double-edged sword for the ISP, who wants to keep prices low
to attract customers but faces users wanting to exchange
content using P2P content distribution.

Atleasttwo broad types of techniques have been used 1n an
attempt to make P2P application more ISP-iriendly. The aim
of these techniques 1s to ensure quality of service (QoS) to an
end user, to try and use as much of the P2P resources as
possible, and to minimize adverse impact to the ISP.

One type of technique addresses the network topology of
the P2P network. These topology-based techmiques include
biased neighbor selection and can be extended to take into
account multi-tier network topology, from subnets, POPs, to
ISPs. The topology building mechanism can also be implicit.
Another type of techniques uses rate allocation to improve
ISP-riendliness. Current rate allocation techniques apply a
distributed optimization framework to P2P networks. How-
ever, each ol these rate allocation techniques focuses on either
application layer multicast or P2P live streaming.
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2
SUMMARY

This Summary 1s provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts 1n a simplified form that are further described below 1n
the Detailed Description. This Summary 1s not intended to
identily key features or essential features of the claimed sub-
ject matter, nor 1s 1t mtended to be used to limait the scope of
the claimed subject matter.

Embodiments of the ISP-friendly rate allocation system
and method that reduces network traffic across ISP bound-
aries. This 1s called “ISP-1rniendly.” Instead of working on
network topology, embodiments of the ISP-riendly rate allo-
cation system and method use rate allocation to reduce tratfic
across ISP boundaries. Embodiments of the ISP-friendly rate
allocation system and method assume the topology of the P2P
network 1s fixed. Embodiments of the ISP-iriendly rate allo-
cation system and method operate at the packet level. More-
over, embodiments of the ISP-Iriendly rate allocation system
and method reduce ISP-uniriendly traffic in a P2P network. In
this manner, embodiments of the ISP-1riendly rate allocation
system and method guarantee quality of service to an end
user, use as much of the P2P network as possible, and mini-
mize adverse impact to an ISP.

In general, embodiments of the ISP-1riendly rate allocation
system and method continuously solve a global optimization
problem and dictate accordingly how much bandwidth 1s
allocated on each connection. Embodiments of the ISP-
friendly rate allocation system and method operate at the
protocol level. Embodiments of the system and method for-
mulate an optimization problem for rate allocation that guar-
antees quality of service (QoS) for consumers, reduces server,
load for content owners, and reduces ISP-uniriendly traffic.
Moreover, embodiments of the system and method derive a
distributed solution that can be executed by each P2P client
independently, while collectively achieving the desired glo-
bal optimal rate allocation.

Embodiments of the ISP-friendly rate allocation system
and method 1include three hierarchical aims. The first aim 1s to
minimize load on a server in communication with the P2P
network. This 1s a first-order aim. The second aim 1s to mini-
mize ISP-uniriendly traffic. There are many possible rate
allocations that can result in the same minimum server load.
Thus, the second-order aim 1s to minimize ISP-uniriendly
traffic, while keeping the mimimum server load unatiected. A
third aim 1s to maximize peer prefetching. When both of the
above aims are met, 1t 1s possible that peers still have spare
upload bandwidth. This upload bandwidth 1s utilized to allow
peers to download faster than real-time and cache future
content. Prefetching can reduce server load as well as ISP-
uniriendly traific. Hence, the third-order aim 1s to maximize
peer prefetching while leaving the first two aims unatfected.

Embodiments of the ISP-friendly rate allocation system
and method can use two different techniques to compute rate
allocation. A first technique 1s a utility function optimization
technique. This technique constructs a utility function and
then optimizes that utility function using a steepest descent
technique. At each step the rate allocation 1s updated by using
an update equation that guarantees convergence. Moreover, a
modified utility function 1s generated from an original utility
function by connecting two linear components of the original
utility function with a concave smooth curve. The results of
the utility function optimization technique yield an optimal
rate allocation.

A second technique 1s a minimum cost flow formulation
technique. This technique formulates a linear program for-
mulation and then reformulates 1t as a minimum cost tlow
tformulation. This reformulation can be done using a bipartite
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graph have a vertices set and an edges set. The minimum cost
flow formulation 1s rewritten as a distributed minimum cost

flow formulation. This distributed mimimum cost flow formu-
lation 1s updated using a rate allocation update equation.
Moreover, the distributed minimum cost flow formulation 1s
solved using Lagrangian multipliers that have the supply
node Lagrangian multipliers and the demand node
Lagrangian multipliers updated regularly. In addition, any
surplus upload bandwidth 1s allocated using a convex pro-
gram formulation.

Embodiments of the ISP-iriendly rate allocation system
and method also 1include a packet-level scheduling technique
implement one of the two above rate allocation techniques 1n
a P2P environment. The packet-level scheduling technique
uses a token scheme to determine which neighbor peer’s
request to satisiy first. Specifically, the packet-level schedul-
ing technique defines a rate allocation interval and a token
allocation 1nterval. The optimal rate allocation 1s updated at
cach rate allocation interval using an update equation. More-
over, at each token allocation interval, the peer 1s supplied
with a number of tokens to give out. The number of tokens 1s
proportional to the peer’s upload bandwidth. At least some of
the supplied tokens are allocated to a neighbor peer using the
update equation.

It should be noted that alternative embodiments are pos-
sible, and that steps and elements discussed herein may be
changed, added, or eliminated, depending on the particular
embodiment. These alternative embodiments include alterna-
tive steps and alternative elements that may be used, and
structural changes that may be made, without departing from
the scope of the invention.

DRAWINGS DESCRIPTION

Referring now to the drawings in which like reference
numbers represent corresponding parts throughout:

FI1G. 11s a block diagram illustrating a general overview of
embodiments of the ISP-friendly rate allocation system and
method disclosed herein.

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram 1illustrating details of an exem-
plary embodiment of the ISP-1riendly rate allocation system
and method shown 1n FIG. 1 implemented 1n a peer-to-peer
networking environment.

FIG. 3 1s a flow diagram illustrating the operation of
embodiments of the ISP-friendly rate allocation method of
the ISP-1riendly rate allocation system shown 1n FIG. 1.

FI1G. 4 1s a tlow diagram 1llustrating the detailed operation
of embodiments of the utility function optimization module
shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 1s a block diagram illustrating an exemplary
embodiment of a single utility function used by embodiments
of the ISP-iriendly rate allocation system and method shown
in FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 1s a block diagram illustrating an exemplary
embodiment of a modified utility function used by embodi-
ments of the ISP-friendly rate allocation system and method
shown 1n FIG. 1.

FIG. 7 1s a flow diagram 1llustrating the detailed operation
of embodiments of the minimum cost flow formulation mod-
ule shown 1n FIG. 1.

FIG. 8 1s a block diagram illustrating an exemplary
embodiment of a bipartite graph used by embodiments of the
ISP-iriendly rate allocation system and method shown 1n
FIG. 1.

FI1G. 9 1s a tlow diagram 1llustrating the detailed operation
of embodiments of the packet-level scheduling module

shown 1n FIG. 1.
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4

FIG. 10 illustrates an example of a suitable computing
system environment i which embodiments of the ISP-
friendly rate allocation system and method shown 1n FIGS.
1-9 may be implemented.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description of embodiments of the ISP-
triendly rate allocation system and method reference 1s made
to the accompanying drawings, which form a part thereot, and
in which 1s shown by way of illustration a specific example
whereby embodiments of the ISP-friendly rate allocation sys-
tem and method may be practiced. It 1s to be understood that
other embodiments may be utilized and structural changes
may be made without departing from the scope of the claimed
subject matter.

I. System Overview

FIG. 11s a block diagram 1llustrating a general overview of
embodiments of the ISP-friendly rate allocation system and
method disclosed herein. It should be noted that the imple-
mentation shown 1 FIG. 1 1s only one of many implementa-
tions that are possible. Referring to FIG. 1, an ISP-iriendly
rate allocation system 100 1s shown implemented on a com-
puting device 110. It should be noted that the computing
device 110 may include a single processor (such as a desktop
or laptop computer) or several processors and computers
connected to each other.

In general, ISP-triendly rate allocation system 100 receives
a request for content from 1ts peers 1n the P2P network 120,
processes the request and determines an optimal rate alloca-
tion, and then outputs the requested content that 1s sent to the
requesting peers based on the optimal rate allocation 130. It
should be noted that this optimal rate may change at any given
time. Therefore, the ISP-1riendly rate allocation system 100 1s
constantly updating the optimal rate allocation.

The ISP-iriendly rate allocation system 100 can determine
the optimal rate allocation using at least two different tech-
niques. These techniques include a utility optimization tech-
nique and a minmimum cost flow formulation technique. The
ISP-friendly rate allocation system 100 includes a utility
function optimization module 140 that computes the optimal
rate allocation using the utility function optimization tech-
nique. The ISP-fnendly rate allocation system 100 also
includes a minimum cost flow formulation module 150 that
computes the optimal rate allocation using the mimimum cost
flow formulation technique. The ISP-1riendly rate allocation
system 100 also includes a packet-level scheduling module
160 for implementing the optimal rate allocation at a packet
level to fill requests for content from neighboring peers.

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram 1illustrating details of an exem-
plary embodiment of the ISP-friendly rate allocation system
100 and method shown 1n FIG. 1 implemented 1n a peer-to-
peer networking environment. In FIG. 2, a peer-assisted dis-
tribution platiorm 200 1s shown that supports both video-on-
demand (VoD) as well as bulk data dissemination. FIG. 2
illustrates the flow of the peer-assisted VoD scenario.

Referring to FIG. 2, a client 210 discovers videos via a web
interface to the content library (step 1). Special URLs with
embedded information redirect the client to a directory ser-
vice (or tracker 220). The client 210 downloads video meta-
data from the tracker 220 and also obtains a list of peers who
have started watching the same video earlier and are available
for sharing (step 2). The client 210 then establishes direct
connections with these peers whenever possible (step 3b) or
gets help from signal servers 1f network address translation
(NAT)-traversal 1s required (step 3a).
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In the implementation shown 1n FIG. 2, the client 210
retrieves content from 1ts peers 1n a best effort fashion. Often,
however, this cannot provide suificient quality of service
(QoS), such as a continuous high bitrate for high definition
and smooth video playback). Hence, the client 210 actively
monitors its QoS and adaptively retrieves content from media
servers 230 as needed (life line 1n step 4). Such media servers
230 are located 1n data centers, on edge networks, or hosted
by content distribution networks.

In implementation shown 1n FIG. 2, the tracker 220 gener-
ates the peer list based on certain criteria. In general, peers
within the same autonomous system (AS) with peering rela-
tionships with the client’s origin AS are favored. Note that an
AS 1s a subnetwork under separate administrative control
having a common routing policy to the Internet. This criterion
helps to build an ISP-iriendly topology. Additionally, peers
started 1n closer time stamps (compared to the client’s 210
own start time) are favored, This 1s because matching peers 1n
such a manner helps increase upload efficiency.

I1. Operational Overview

In a peer-to-peer system, be 1t streaming or file sharing,
cach peer connects to multiple other peers (its neighbor peers)
simultaneously. The peer downloads and uploads content
data to 1ts neighbor peers. Compared to download capacity, a
peer’s upload capacity 1s limited and frequently 1s the most
prominent constraint of such systems. This 1s because most
peers are connected via DSL and cable modem (even F10S
hosts have very asymmetric access). When multiple connec-
tions to neighbors contend for the limited upload capacity
(say via TCP congestion control), each connection gets a fair
share of the total capacity. Assuming the round-trip time
(RTT) to neighbor peers 1s similar, the natural contention will
then result in an implicit rate allocation. This means that
upload capacity 1s evenly divided among connections (which
could be called even bandwidth allocation).

Even bandwidth allocation, however, often i1s not suffi-
cient. In order to overcome this limitation, embodiments of
the ISP-1riendly rate allocation system 100 and method con-
tinuously solve a global optimization problem and dictate
accordingly how much bandwidth 1s allocated on each con-
nection. It can be shown that explicit rate allocation does
significantly outperform even bandwidth allocation across
various scenarios.

There are at least three aims of embodiments of the ISP-
friendly rate allocation system 100 and method. First,
embodiments of the ISP-friendly rate allocation system 100
and method seek to minimize server load. This 1s a first-order
and primary aim. Second, embodiments of the ISP-friendly
rate allocation system 100 and method seek to minimize
ISP-uniriendly traflic. There are many possible rate alloca-
tions, which could all result in the same minimum server load.
Hence, the second-order aim 1s to minimize ISP-uniriendly
traffic while keeping the minimum server load unatfected.
Finally, embodiments of the ISP-friendly rate allocation sys-
tem 100 and method seek to maximize peer prefetching.
When both the first and second aims have been met, then 1t 1s
possible that peers still have spare upload bandwidth. This 1s
especially true 1n a surplus mode. Such upload bandwidth 1s
utilized to allow peers download faster than real-time and
cache future content. This feature, called “prefetching,”
greatly reduces server load as well as ISP-uniriendly tratfic.
Hence, the third-order aim 1s to maximize peer prefetching
while not affecting the first two aims.

FIG. 3 1s a flow diagram illustrating the operation of
embodiments of the ISP-iriendly rate allocation method of
the ISP-1riendly rate allocation system 100 shown 1n FIG. 1.
As outlined above, the method begins determining a rate
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allocation that will minimize a load on a server (box 300).
Next, the method minimizes network tratfic across ISP
boundaries while keeping the minmimum server load
unchanged (box 310).

The method then determines that spare upload bandwidth
1s available for uploading (box 320). A selection then 1s made
as to which rate allocation techmique to use (box 330). If the
utility function optimization technique 1s selected, then the
method determines the rate allocation by optimizing a utility
function (box 340). The details of this technique are discussed
below. IT the minimum cost flow formulation technique 1s
selected, then the method determines the rate allocation using,
a minimum cost flow formulation (box 350). The method then
outputs an optimal rate allocation (box 360).

I11. Operational Details

The operational details of embodiments of the ISP-1riendly
rate allocation system 100 and method now will be discussed.
These embodiments include embodiments of the program
modules shown 1n FIG. 1. The operational details of each of
these programs modules as well as the two rate allocation
techniques mentioned above now will be discussed.

III.A. Utility Function Optimization Module

As mentioned above, the utility function optimization
module 140 uses a utility function optimization technique.
This technique 1s used to determine the rate allocation by
optimizing a utility function. An overview of this utility func-
tion optimization technique first will be discussed, followed
by a detailed explanation of the technique.

FIG. 4 15 a flow diagram illustrating the detailed operation
of embodiments of the utility function optimization module
140 shown 1n FIG. 1. The operation of the module 140 begins
by computing a rate allocation that yields a minimum server
load (box 400). Next, the module 140 computes a rate allo-
cation that mimimizes network traffic across ISP boundaries
(box 410). These computations are described in detail below.

The module 140 then constructs a utility function to be
optimized using a rate allocation that yields a minimum
server load and the rate allocation that minimizes network
traffic across ISP boundaries (box 420). A steepest descent
technique then 1s applied to the utility function (box 430).
This 1s performed by 1nitializing the rate to zero (box 440) and
then updating at each step using an update equation that
guarantees convergence (box 450). This 1s explained 1n detail
below.

As also explained below, the module 140 modifies the
utility function. More specifically, the original utility function
1s modified by connecting two linear components of the utility
function with a concave smooth curve (box 460). The original
utility function i1s shown 1n FIG. 5 and the modified utility
function 1s shown qualitatively 1n FIG. 6. The module 140
then outputs a solution to the optimized utility function that
represents the optimal rate allocation (box 470). Each of these
steps 1s described 1n detail as follows.

III.A.1. Brief Primer

By way of example, assume there are n peers in the system
at any instant of time. Denote them as Peerk (k=1, 2, . .., n),
ordered by their arrival time. When Peer j arrives, 1t connects
to a subset of peers already 1n the system (say including Peer
1) and requests data from them. The rate x, ; 1s the rate Peer 1
allocates from 1ts upload capacity U, to serve Peer 1. Each peer
keeps track of 1ts total upload capacity, which can initially be
estimated based on historical values and then measured and
updated once data starts to tlow to its neighbors. Denote S; as
the set of all peers uploading to Peer 1 (Peer 1°s upstream
neighbors). Denote D, as the set of all peers downloading
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from Peer 1 (Peer 1”’s downstream neighbors). The aggregate
rate Peer j receives from all of its upstream neighbors 1s
denoted as:

X=2, SXi

Denote R, as the desirable streaming rate of Peer j in order
to maintain smooth video playback. In general, R; could vary
based on the amount of content 1n 1ts local cache. For sim-
plicity, however, let all R ’s be the same for now, equal to the
video bitrate R. In this case, smooth video playback requires
X,=ZR. Hence, if X <R, then Peer 1 will request data from the
server at rate R-x; to make up for the deficit. If x >R, on the
other hand, Peer j will download data faster than real-time and
cache for future. This 1s called “prefetching.” Prefetching
combats peer chum, bandwidth jitter, and so forth. The ability
to prefetch 1s one of the key differentiations between video on
demand (VoD) and live streaming. The aggregate rate at

which Peer 1 uploads to all its downstream neighbors 1s:

Clearly, this cannot exceed Peer 1s upload bandwidth, repre-
sented as,

=

Furthermore, for unified representation, Peer 0 1s denoted as
a special peer, a peer that represents the server. Then, X, ;1s the
rate Peer j obtained from the server, which satisties x, =max
(0.R-x,).

In this document, the following assumptions are made for
purposes ol the analysis. First 1t 1s assumed that peers cache
all the content they watch and keep them until they leave the
system. Second, 1t 1s assumed that peers only upload to their
downstream neighbors, and not vice versa. Finally, it 1s
assumed that peers have more content than their downstream
neighbors and thus are able to upload as fast as needed.
III.A.2. The 3-Stage Optimization Process

The details of embodiments of the utility function optimi-
zation module 140 now will be described. This system and
method achieve each of the aforementioned objectives
through a 3-stage optimization process.

III.A.2.1. First Stage: Minimize Server Load

The first stage of embodiments of the utility function opti-
mization module 140 minimizes the server load. This can be
realized as follows:

(1)

(2)

Z x; ;= Ui, ()

JED;

xi ;= 0V i, j(i, j£0) (4)

After the optimization, the minimum server load can then
be computed as,

WIn__ s

where

H

{X*0 11

1s an optimal solution.
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III.A.2.11 Second Stage: Minimize ISP-Uniriendly Traffic
The second stage of embodiments of the utility function

optimization module 140 seeks to limit the upload capacity of
the server to U,”"” from the first stage. Next, a link cost is
associated with ISP-unfriendly tratfic. Denote g, (X, ) as the
cost for Peer 1to upload to Peer j at rate X, .. The link cost can
take forms as simple as the sign function, where the cost 1s O
for intra-ISP and 1 for inter-ISP traffic. However, the link cost
could also be generalized to incorporate various levels of cost.
By way of example, these levels could include using different
costs to differentiate intra-POP and inter-POP traffic within
the same ISP.
The rate allocation can be represented as follows:

5
millz gii(Xi;) )
,

s.t. (2), (3), (4) and

. 6
Z xg,j < Uy " (from Ist-stage). (6)

J

After the optimization the minimum ISP-uniriendly tratffic
can be computed as,

G2, gi;(x $i=;' :

.7

III.A.2.11. Third Stage: Maximize Peer Prefetching

The third stage of embodiments of the utility function
optimization module 140 seeks to allow peers download more
than their demand. Peer prefetching then can be maximized
when all peers fully utilize their upload capacity. Hence, this
objective 1s translated into minimizing the remaiming of
peers’ upload capacity. The first two objectives will not be
affected, as long the minimum server load and ISP-uniriendly
traffic is limited to U, and G™"”, respectively. In this case,
the rate allocation 1s as follows:

winy [UE._Z ] "

; J

s.t. (3), (4), (6) and

8
Z x; ; = R (download could exceed demand). ()

i€{0,D ;|
()

Z g i(x ;) = G™" (from 2nd- stage).
hJ

III.A.2.1v. Unitying the Three Stages

The 3-stage optimization then 1s unified 1nto a single opti-
mization, as follows:

miIlﬂfZ X0, f +’BZ g;?j(x;?j) +}fz (Ux — Z xr',j] (10)
J Ly - J

J

S.1 . Z Xij= R, Z Xij= U, Xij = 0V i, j(l, j#: 0)
1{0,D; ) Jeby;

It can be shows that, it a>>3>>v, then the solution to
Equation (10) will be equivalent to the 3-stage optimization.
Both optimizations can be carried out with the existence of a
central oracle, but becomes more difficult 11 all peers strike
distributedly and independently.
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I1I.A.3.Utility-Based Optimization

Embodiments of the utility function optimization module
140 next introduce an artificial utility function. This function
not only bears an intuitive meaning, but can also directly
translate the centralized optimization into a utility-based opti-
mization, from which a completely distributed solution 1s
merited.
III.A.3.1. Single Utality Function

Embodiments of the utility function optimization module
140 use a utility function for each peer in terms of the aggre-
gate rate recerved from all 1ts upstream neighbors (excluding
the server or Peer 0). This utility function can be represented
as:

(11)

:‘ZI'JCJ'

a-R+b-(x;—R) if x; >R’

ifiniR

f(xj):{

where a, b are positive constants and a>b.

FIG. 5 1s a block diagram illustrating an exemplary
embodiment of a single utility function, 1(x), used by embodi-
ments of the ISP-friendly rate allocation system and method
shown i FIG. 1. Note that a represents the first positive
constant and b represents the second positive constant. At the
intersection where the first positive constant a and the second
positive constant b meet 1s the streaming rate R.

Here, a represents the value of getting rate from other peers
up to streaming rate R. This means that for every unit of rate
from other peers increases the utility by a. Also, a can be
interpreted as the cost of server bandwidth. For example, 1n a
peer-assisted VoD session, the server has to supplement all the
rate peers cannot obtain from each other. At the same time,
cach peer has to maintain recerving data at least at streaming
rate R. Hence, up to streaming rate R, every unit of bandwidth
that a peer 1s able to obtain from other peers 1s a unit of
bandwaidth, the server can save.

A strictly positive b represents the value of prefetching.
This 1s a major difference between live streaming and VoD
streaming. In live streaming, peers have roughly synchronous
playback times. This means that peers cannot butier up much
ahead of time and there can be very little prefetching (in other
words, b=0). In VoD, however, a peer’s playback time can be
suificiently far apart and there 1s great value for a peer to
butlfer up when possible to save for future use.

As a matter of fact, the piece-wise linear utility function
ensures that, when the total utility 1s maximized, the server
load 1s mimimized. In addition, peer prefetching 1s maximized
simultaneously.

Proposition 1: The solutions to,

12
maxz fx;) (12)

“Lj

S.t.z Xij= U, Xij= 0¥ i, J,

fED;

mimmize server load and maximize peer prefetching.
Proof sketch: Minimizing server bandwidth can be
described as the following optimization problem:

. (13)
min a-max(0, R —x;)
Ii,j ; ’
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-continued

S.t.z Xij= U, Xij= OV i, J,

jEDE

since a 1s a positive constant.
This 1s equivalent to,

maxz a-min(x;, R) (1)

S.t.z Xij= U, Xij = 0¥ |, j
_,-"EDI'

The utility function given 1n Equation (11) can be rewritten
as,

f(xj)Za-)min(R, x;)+b-max(0, x,~R)=bx+(a-b)min(R,
X,
J

(15)

Each of the solutions to Equation (12) using the proposed
utility function given i Equation (11) must satisty,

2 pX; i~ U,

in order to maximize peer prefetching. This can be shown
through contradiction. Hence, Equation (12) 1s equivalent to,

(16)

I-
i,/

maxz b-U; +Z (a — b)-min(R, x;)
j j

S.t.z Xij= U, Xij= OV i, J.

jEDE

The term Zf Y7 1s a constant and a-b>0. This means that
Equation (16) 1s equivalent to,

. (17)
max a-min(x;, R)
Ii!j ; :

S.t.z Xij= U, Xij= OV i, J.
JED;

The only difference between Equations (14) and (17) 1s the
constraint on,

2jeD x; ;, min(X,R)=min(Z, ¢X; ;, R)

Ij? I.j?

1s nondecreasing 1n,
X; 5> V1.

Thus, the solutions to Equation (17) are a subset of those to
Equation (14). In summary, the solutions to Equation (12) are
a subset of those to of Equation (14) and minimize server load
and maximize peer prefetching. This concludes the sketch of
the proot of the above proposition.

The connection between the utility optimization given 1n
Equation (12) and the unified 3-stage optimization given in
Equation (10) now will be explained. In fact, ISP-uniriendly
link cost aside (or letting g, (x; )=0), 1t 1s not difficult to show
that these two optimizations are equivalent and, 1n addition,
shown that a=a and b=y. Compared to the unified 3-stage
optimization given in Equation (10), the utility function intro-
duced here bears a much more intuitive meaning. In fact, 1t 1s
straightforward to see that with the piece-wise utility func-
tion, a peer would not help a neighbor prefetch 1t 1t could
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instead use the upload bandwidth to satisfy other neighbors’
basic streaming demand first. Hence, minimizing server load

will have a higher priority than prefetching.
III.A.3.11. Costs on ISP-Uniriendly Traific

Recall that in order to reduce ISP-uniriendly traffic,
embodiments of the utility function optimization module 140
associate a link cost with ISP-uniriendly traffic. In other
words, the cost for Peer 1 to upload to Peer j at rate X, ; 1s
g, (X, ). The overall utility optimization problem then
becomes,

(18)

mHKZ [f(i’fj) — Z gi,j(xi,j)]
II,J

1= j=n =¥

S.t.z Xij = U, XijZ 0V i, J.

jEDE

A natural choice for

g () 18 g AX; )=C; X, 4,

where ¢, ; 1s a positive constant that represents the cost of
getting each unit of rate from Peer 1 to Peer 1. When positive
costs are used for various ISP-uniriendly traffic, 1t 1s intuitive
that the maximization 1n Equation (18) will reduce undesir-
able traffic. However, this 1s potentially at the cost of increas-
ing server load. The relationship among ¢, ;, a and b controls
the tradeoll between the server load and the ISP-friendliness.
Lo better understand this, consider a simple case where ¢, =0
it Peer 1 and Peer j are within the same ISP, and c,; ~c>0
otherwise.

Proposition 2: Compared to solutions for Equation (12),
solutions to Equation (18) may have higher server rates. For
cach additional unit of server rate used due to mncorporating

ISP friendliness, there 1s at least a reduction of (a—b)/c units of
ISP-uniriendly traffic.

Proof sketch: Among all the ISP-unaware solutions that
mimmize server load, a subset of them requires the least
ISP-unfriendly traffic. Let {X, ;} be one of these solutions. Let
iX;,} be a solution for Equation (18). Then by definition,

Z (f(xj) — Z gi,j(xi,_j)] < Z [f(j’,;j) — Z g:‘,j(ﬁ‘:'i,j)]::f’

l=j=n IESJ l=j=n IESJ

S ) - fE) < Z (Z (81, %)) - 80,05 j))]

1=j=n 1= j=n EESj

Using Equation (15),

LHS = (52 X; + (a— b)-min(R, xj-)] - {52 %; + (a — b) - min(R, ﬁz:j)]
; ;

— b-(z X; —Z J”cj]+(a—b)-(mjn(fi’, X;) —min(R, ¥;)).
j ;

As stated earlier,

2R =21

g
and thus,

— o
> jxj:ijj.
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The term,
min(R,x;)-min(R,X;)

1s the increase 1n server load due to incorporating ISP-friend-
liness. Thus,

LHS=(a-b)(additional server load)

due to mcorporating ISP-friendliness. In addition,

( H , H (20)
RHS = ¢ - Zf_, —c- Zﬁ&_,
l=j=n {ES} l=j=n {ESJ
kIGE"f ) UGE!J. )

where 1, denotes the subset of Peer j’s neighbors in the same
ISP as Peer .
Here,

2

1= j=n

{ b
>

I'.ESJ;
VET

/

1s nothing but the total ISP-unfniendly rate using allocation
1X;,}. Hence,

RHS=c(saving in ISP-uniriendly rate). (21)
Combining Equation (19) and Equation (21) yields,
a—b (22)

saving 1n [SP-untriendly rate = (additional server load).

Intuitively, setting a<c will result 1n a pure ISP-friendly
solution that eliminates ISP-uniriendly traific completely. On
the other hand, setting b>c will result 1n full utilization of a
peer’s upload bandwidth at all times.

III.A.4. Distributed Solution

Now that the rate allocation problem has been formulated
as a convex optimization problem with linear constraints, 1t 1s
straightforward to apply classical distributed solutions. In
particular, some embodiments of the utility function optimi-
zation module 140 adopt the feasible steepest descent algo-
rithm. This means that x; ; 1s first mitialized to 0 and then
updated at each step using the update equation given as:

0

A ( (23)
Xij=4a- axi_?jf(xj)—

e,
%gi,j(xi,j) ,

X; §

g =+ ]

i f

where [*]" means an I, projection onto a feasible set, which
guarantees convergence for this problem given in Equation
[10].

By way of example, due to the simple symmetric linear
constraints, this step can be easily implemented as given by
the following pseudo-code:

while (Z Xij >~ U,_)

{

1 Vi = number of neighbors with x; ; > 0:

)
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-continued
foreach( j)

i

if(x;,j > 0) Xij=Xij —mi1 Xij-

Note that 1n order for Peer 1 to carry out the update step, the
only external information required is the aggregate recerved
bandwidth at Peer . This information can be easily piggy-
backed 1n Peer j’s packet requests.

III.A.5. Practical Considerations

The piece-wise linear utility function 1(*) and linear link
cost functions g, (*) have shortcomings 1n practice. First, (¢)
has a sudden slope change at exactly video rate R. This causes
unsteady convergence behavior and, more importantly, elimi-
nates ISP-uniriendly prefetching completely. As a matter of
fact, moderate prefetching 1s beneficial in reducing the server
load and improving a peer’s uplink utilization 1n the long run,
especially in the presence of peer churming, bandwidth jitter

or flash crowd (when a neighboring peer’s playback points
are very close to each other).

Thus, 1n some embodiments of the utility function optimi-
zation module 140, 1(*) 1s modified slightly by connecting the
two linear components with a concave smooth curve of width
AR. FIG. 6 1s a block diagram illustrating an exemplary
embodiment of a modified utility function used by embodi-
ments of the ISP-friendly rate allocation system and method

shown 1n FIG. 1.

The implication 1s that moderate ISP-uniriendly prefetch-
ing 1s potentially allowed, but bound the amount by AR per
peer 1 the worst case. Some embodiments use AR=0.1 R and
a Deg. 3 polynomial for the curve. Next, some embodiments
change the link cost function g(*) from linear to a flat qua-
dratic one such that the optimization 1s strictly concave. This

allows faster and steadier convergence. The link cost function
g(*) 1s set such that,

1 (X) + ith & « -
— & X)) =C+EX Wil &£ —.
cfxg R

Note that 1n these embodiments, by making above modifica-
tions, the final solution will deviate from the optimal solution
directly derived from Equation (10).

Additionally, to take a peer’s evolving bulfer level into
consideration, peers also convert their bulfer level into an
equivalent recerved rate. Some embodiments of the P2P rate
allocation system and method use a simple linear conversion
where the aggregate recetved rate 1s incremented by,

buffer level o
buffer length

For instance, suppose Peer 1°s buller can hold 160 packets.
Then 11 Peer 1 has 40 packets 1n the butfer, 1t will consider 1ts
aggregate received rate to be,

$R+ in,j-

IESJ'
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I11.B Mimimum Cost Flow Formulation Module

As mentioned above, the mimmimum cost flow formulation
module 150 uses a minimum cost flow formulation technique.
This technique 1s used to determine the rate allocation by
minimizing a cost flow formulation. An overview of this
minimum cost flow formulation techmque first will be dis-
cussed, followed by a detailed explanation of the technique.

FIG. 7 1s a flow diagram illustrating the detailed operation
of embodiments of the minimum cost tlow formulation mod-

ule 150 shown 1 FIG. 1. The operation of the module 150

begins by formulating a linear program formulation for deter-
mining rates (box 700). Next, the module 150 reformulates
the linear program formulation as a minimum cost flow for-
mulation (box 705).

In some embodiments of the minimum cost flow formula-
tion module 150 a bipartite graph 1s used to reformulate the
linear program formulation as a minimum cost flow formu-
lation (box 710). As explained 1n detail below, the bipartite
graph 1s denoted as G=(V, E), where V 1s a vertices set and E
1s an edges set (box 715). Next, the module 150 defines the
vertices set V (box 720) and also defines the edges set E (box
725).

The module 150 then rewrites the minimum cost tlow
formulation in distributed form as a distributed minimum cost
flow formulation (box 730). The distributed minimum cost
flow formulation 1s updated using a rate allocation update
equation (box 735). The distributed minimum cost flow for-
mulation then 1s solved using Lagrangian multipliers (box
740). Solving involves updating the supply node Lagrangian
multipliers using a supply node update equation (box 745)
and updating the demand node Lagrangian multipliers using
a demand node update equation (box 750). The module 150
also allocates surplus upload bandwidth using a convex pro-
gram formulation (box 755). The module 150 then outputs an
optimal rate allocation that minimizes ISP-uniriendly traffic
(box 760). Each of these steps 1s described in detail as fol-
lows.

II11.B.1 Notation

Peers are labeled in increasing order of arrival time as {1;

Peer 1to Peer 1 (0=1=j<n), Let U, be the uplink constraint of
Peer1. The available server uplink capacity 1s given by U,,. Let
a be the associated cost of inter-ISP traific and let 3 be the cost
of serving traffic from the origin server. Let R, denote the
desired download rate of Peer 1. This could vary with time as
a Tunction of the buffered amount of video.
II11.B.2. Linear Programming Formulation

The linear programming formulation for determining the
rates X, ;18 given by:

minimize Z Bxo; +
;

> e

i,j cross 5P

subject to

ZXHEUEVOEEEH.

il

II11.B.3. Minimum Cost Flow Formulation

The above linear program can be formulated as a minimum
cost flow problem as follows. First, construct a bipartite graph
G=(V,E) where vertices,

VZVI UVE

are given by:
VIZ{VD? Vi--. VH}

4

Vo={viLvh...vi v ]
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Each v, node has a supply of U, that denotes the uplink
capacity of Peer 1 (1>0) or server 1 1=0). Each v', node has a
demand of R, that denotes the desired download rate of Peer
1. The super-sinknode v'_ _ ;, mV, 1s added to model the unused
uplink capacity of all peers-node v',_ , has a demand of

Fi+1

Imagine that unused uplink capacity of all peers 1s used to
send flow to the super-sink node v', ;. With this, the total
supply of nodes 1n 'V, equals the total demand of nodes 1n'V,,.

The edge set E 1s given by the following:

1. Edges (v,,v') for all 0=1=j=n, denoting data transter
from Peer 1 (or, Server for 1=0) to Peer j.

2. Edges (v,,v',,,,) for all 0=1=n, denoting unused uplink

capacity of Peer 1 (or, Server for 1=0).

FIG. 8 1s a block diagram illustrating an exemplary
embodiment of a bipartite graph used by embodiments of the
ISP-iriendly rate allocation system and method shown 1n
FIG. 1. As shown 1n FIG. 8, edges (v,,v') (0=1<)=n) have
cost=—a 11 1, ] are within same ISP. Otherwise, the cost=-1.
Edges (v, vin+1) have cost=0. Note that any linear objective
function can be modeled here. The term c, ; 1s used to denote
the cost of the link (v, v') and the corresponding rate (tlow)
by X, -

This 1s a variation of the transportation problem that 1s a
special case of the minimum cost network flow problem. As
set forth below, a distributed algorithm i1s developed to

address this problem.
I11.B.4. Distributed Algorithm

The linear program can be rewritten using the minimum
cost tlow formulation as:

minimize E CijXij
1< j
subject to,
E XHZUI'VGEEEH

i

( R; fl=<i<n

D= iyi_im if i=n+1
L 1=0 i=1

i<l f

Let m denote the number of variables x; ;, In other words, m

denotes the number of edges 1n the bipartite graph G. The
above constraints can be written 1n compact notation as Ax=b,
where A 1s the (2n+2)xm matrix containing 0’s and 1’s cor-
responding to the LHS of the constraints, column vector
X=1X;,» and column vector b=(U,,U, . . . U,.D,.D,, . . .,
D__,) where

FRJ

ZH:U,-—ZH:RI- if j=n+l
L 1=0 i=1

if l<j<n

The linear program now becomes

Mminimize; c; X; .
subject to
Ax=b,
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I11.B.4.1 Augmented Lagrangian Technique
Embodiments of the minimum cost flow formulation mod-

ule 150 use an augmented Lagrangian technique to solve the
equivalent problem below for some parameter a>0. This
problem can be represented as,

minimize, ; ; X, +1 :2a||Ax-b|]?

subject to
Ax=b

Lagrangian multipliers are introduced and given by the
column vector p for the constraints Ax=b. The augmented
Lagrangian function 1s given by,

|
Lo(x, p) = ) ciixj + p' (Ax = b) + zallAx = bIf

1<}

The Lagrangian sub-problem 1s given by,
minimize, L (X.,p).

Embodiments of the minimum cost tlow formulation mod-
ule 150 next solve the Lagrangian sub-problem including the
Gauss-Siedel method for quadratic programming. The solu-
tion will define the values of the x;  variables in next time step
and will be denoted by x(t+1). The values of the Lagrangian
multipliers p then are given by,

pt+1)=p(t)+a(t)[Ax(+1)-b]

Lagrangian multipliers p next are divided into two groups:
(1) s;, 0=1=n corresponding to supply nodes, and (1) d,
1=1=n+1 corresponding to demand nodes in the bipartite
graph. Then, the update step for the Lagrangian multipliers
becomes,

(24)

El

sir+ 1) = s5:(0) - a(r)[bﬁ- - ) xplr+ 1)

=1

which 1s the supply node update equation, and

(25)

r

d;it+1)=d;{) - a(r)[D_,- - Zx@(u 1)

k<

which 1s the demand node update equation. Here, any non-
decreasing sequence of positive numbers can be used for a(t).
I11.B.4 1. Solving the Lagrangian Sub-Problem

After algebraic simplification, the augmented Lagrangian
function can be written as,

1
L,(x, p) = Ea.xTATAx +(c+A'p—aATb)x.

The standard form of the quadratic program for applying
(Gauss-Siedel method 1s,

minimi L 4
ZEHEM Pu+ru

where

P=AQ'A" r=c-AQ'V.

Casting this to the form of the Lagrangian sub-problem that
1s to be solved yields,

A'=AT Q=aT, r=c+4*(p-ab)
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Let column vector a', be the j-th column of A" and let column
vector w, be the j-th row of A'Q'. Then, the solution of the
above (standard form) quadratic program 1s given by,

l +
T
- (F;i—w:y)
’ uf&j ’ / ’

where y=-A-"u.

Note that the matrix A contains exactly two 1’s in each
column. Using this structure of matrix A, the above equation
can be simplitied to obtain the update step tfor the original x,
variables as follows,

x;(t+1) =

L[fi?:;,r' +5; (D +d; (D] + =

|
Sl 5 U; — Z X (1)

=

1
XU'(I) - DJ, —Zxkj(r)].

4+ —
2 .
k<

Since 0=x, =min(U,, D)), thex; ; value obtained at every step

z

using the above equation needs to be projected to the interval
[0; min(U,, D))].
I11.B.4 .111. Putting 1t All Together

Equation (26) can be used to update the rates x, (1) locally,
since 1t requires communication between nodes 1 and j only.
The term,

(U2 Xi),

1s the remaining unused uplink capacity of Peer1 (or Server if
1=0). The term,

(Dj_zkijxﬁg):

1s the additional rate that Peer j desires.

Equations (24) and (25) can be used to update the
Lagrangian multipliers. Each peer node owns two such vari-
ables and the update steps can be performed locally by using
the value of the remaining unused uplink capacity of the peer
or the value of the additional rate that the peer desires.
I1I.B.5. Allocating Surplus Upload Capacities

As mentioned earlier, the desired streaming rates R, for
cach user could vary over time as a function of the builered
s1ze of video. I excess uplink capacity 1s available 1n the
system after allocating uplink bandwidth as per the earlier
formulation, then embodiments of the minimum cost flow
formulation module 150 can use this to provide additional
download rates top users.

There could be many ways of allocating surplus bandwidth
among competing users 1n the system. One possible objective
might be to minimize the total (remaining) time of all peers to
download the remaining (respective) portions of the video or
to build some desired (large) buifered video size as an 1nsur-
ance against variability of network conditions in the future,
Let z, be the additional download rate assigned to user1 and let
the size of the video remaining i1t needs to download be g,. Let
w. be the surplus uplink capacity at node 1 (this could vary
over time but 1s known at node 1). Then, the instantaneous
remaining download time of user 1 1s given by,

&i
Zi + K;

Vi

I, ... . n.

filzi) =

Note that the functions 1.(z,) are convex. In order to avoid
increasing the objective function value defined in the earlier
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formulation, surplus upload capacity 1s allowed to be allo-
cated only to peers within the same ISP (and thus use only
intra-ISP links). This leads to the convex program formula-
tion for allocating surplus uplink bandwidth:

H
minimize ) fi(z;)

i=1
subject to

Zy;j:zj‘vflijin

1< f

Zyjjiwﬁlﬂfﬂn.

J>i

This convex program formulation can be solved 1n a dis-
tributed manner using primal, primal-dual, or dual (subgra-
dient) methods. Note that this and the previous optimization
formulations will run simultaneously 1n the system. As a
result of being allocated surplus bandwidth over some period
of time, a user’s butfered video size could increase over time,
thus allowing 1t to decrease 1ts desired streaming rate R .. This,
in turn may increase the surplus upload capacity 1n the system
available for use by the convex program formulation. Thus,
there 1s close 1nteraction over time between execution of the
two optimization formulations through the quantities R, and
W..

I11.C Packet-Level Scheduling Module

Thus far, 1t has been assumed that the rate allocation stays
at an 1deal network flow level. In other words, the upload
bandwidth is treated as tluid and can be divided and utilized as
finely as desired. The packet-level scheduling module 160
uses a practical packet-level algorithm that conforms nicely
to the flow-level one.

FI1G. 9 1s a flow diagram illustrating the detailed operation
of embodiments of the packet-level scheduling module 160
shown 1n FIG. 1. The operation of the module 160 begins by
defining a rate allocation interval (box 900). Next, the optimal
rate allocation 1s updated at each rate allocation interval using,
the update equation given above (box 910). A token allocation
interval then 1s defined (box 920). At each token allocation
interval, the peer 1s supplied with a number of tokens to give
out (box 930). The number of tokens 1s proportional to the
upload capacity of the peer. The module 160 then allocates at
least some of the supplied tokens to a neighbor peer using the
update equation (box 940).

II1.C.1. Packet-Level Scheduling Technique

Embodiments of the packet-level scheduling module 160
use a sliding window. In particular, a sliding buffer 1s used for
packet management. Peers maintain a bufler of interest and
only download packets within the range. They slide the butifer
forward every fixed interval. In some embodiments of the
packet-level scheduling module 160, the fixed interval 1s 1
second. Peers cache all the content they have watched and
make 1t available to their neighbor peers. In addition, peers
advertise about their packet availability approximately once
per second.

Embodiments of the packet-level scheduling module 160
also use packet request. More specifically, a peer ranks all the
missing packets in 1ts buffer by their importance. From each
neighbor peer, the peer requests the most important packet
possessed by the neighbor peer. This occurs as long as the
number of pending requests at that neighbor peer 1s below a
certain threshold. Embodiments of the packet-level schedul-
ing module 160 determine the importance of a packet as
follows.
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The module 160 treats one second’s worth of packets as
one segment, and a segment 1s more important if it 1s closer to
the playback deadline. Within a segment, the rarer a packet 1s
in the peer’s one-hop neighborhood the more important that
packet. The module 160 also defines an urgency buifer, which
1s the first u second(s) of the bufler. The peers will simply
request all the missing packets from the server. In some
embodiments of the packet-level scheduling module 160,
u=1. Unlike in the flow-level framework, peers are not pro-
hibited from requesting packets from theiwr downstream
neighbors. Removing this restriction facilitates sharing
among peers when their playback points are close.

Embodiments of the packet-level scheduling module 160
also use rate allocation and request response. In addition, the
packet-level scheduling technique addresses how serving
peers determine which neighbor peer’s request to satisty first.
The module 160 uses a token system to implement the rate
allocation algorithm at a packet level. A rate-allocation inter-
val T, , and a token-allocation interval T .., are defined. More-
over, every T, , second, Peer 1 carries out rate update as 1n
using the update equation given by Equation (23) above. The
module 160 then computes the appropnate rate to allocate to
cach of 1ts neighbor peers. This computation need not be
synchronized among peers.

Every T, second, Peer 1 gets a certain number of tokens to
give out. It should be noted that peers need not synchronize
their 1ntervals. The number of tokens the peer obtains 1s
proportional to its upload bandwidth. For instance, 11 Peer 1
has U, kbps upload bandwidth, 1t gets U, tokens each round.
The peer then allocates x; ; tokens to neighbor Peer j as com-
puted 1n the update equation given by Equation (23) above.

Note that U, and X, ; need not be integers. Any partial tokens
will simply be left with peers for use 1n future rounds. In
deciding which neighbor peer’s request to satisiy, Peer 1
chooses the neighbor peer with the highest level of tokens and
deducts

pocket size
Ira

tokens from the neighbor peer.

Embodiments of the packet-level scheduling module 160
also perform request rejection. Specifically, Peer1should turn
down requests that 1t 1s unlikely to tulfill, so that the requester
does not wait unnecessarily. For this purpose, peers include
time to playback deadline 1n the request of each packet (D).
For example, suppose a neighbor Peer j has accumulated
token level L, (Peer 1 has this information). Peer 1 will turn
down the request for Piece m from Peer 7 1f by the time the
packet expires, Peer j still would not have accumulated
enough token. This can be represented by the equation,

packet size

Dy,
L-+x5,j-{ J{

! 14 T4

I1I.C.2. Computation Complexity and Overhead

Each iteration of the rate allocation at Peer 1 involves com-
puting the update step for each of 1ts neighbor peer 1. Since the
derivatives of the utility and cost functions are closed form
expressions and pre-stored, this i1s a fairly straight forward
computation with a few multiplications and additions. Fach
peer typically has no more than 20 neighbor peers including,
both upstream and downstream neighbor peers. Typically, the
rate allocation 1s carried out once per second (such that T, =1
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second). For personal computers having GHz processors the
computation overhead 1s marginal.

There 1s almost no communication overhead involved
either. This 1s because the only additional information that
peers have to transmit to each other 1s: (1) their aggregate
received bandwidth; and, (2) the playback deadline for each
packet. Peers can piggyback this information in their packet
requests with almost no overhead.

IV. Exemplary Operating Environment

Embodiments of the ISP-friendly rate allocation system
100 and method are designed to operate 1n a computing envi-
ronment. The following discussion 1s intended to provide a
brief, general description of a suitable computing environ-
ment 1n which embodiments of the ISP-friendly rate alloca-
tion system 100 and method may be implemented.

FIG. 10 illustrates an example of a suitable computing
system environment i which embodiments of the ISP-
friendly rate allocation system and method shown 1n FIGS.
1-9 may be implemented. The computing system environ-
ment 1000 1s only one example of a suitable computing envi-
ronment and 1s not intended to suggest any limitation as to the
scope of use or functionality of the invention. Neither should
the computing environment 1000 be interpreted as having any
dependency or requirement relating to any one or combina-
tion of components 1llustrated 1n the exemplary operating
environment.

Embodiments of the ISP-friendly rate allocation system
100 and method are operational with numerous other general
purpose or special purpose computing system environments
or configurations. Examples of well known computing sys-
tems, environments, and/or configurations that may be suit-
able for use with embodiments of the ISP-1riendly rate allo-
cation system 100 and method include, but are not limited to,
personal computers, server computers, hand-held (including
smartphones), laptop or mobile computer or communications
devices such as cell phones and PDA’s, multiprocessor sys-
tems, microprocessor-based systems, set top boxes, program-
mable consumer electronics, network PCs, minicomputers,
mainframe computers, distributed computing environments
that include any of the above systems or devices, and the like.

Embodiments of the ISP-friendly rate allocation system
100 and method may be described 1n the general context of
computer-executable instructions, such as program modules,
being executed by a computer. Generally, program modules
include routines, programs, objects, components, data struc-
tures, etc., that perform particular tasks or implement particu-
lar abstract data types. Embodiments of the ISP-friendly rate
allocation system 100 and method may also be practiced 1n
distributed computing environments where tasks are per-
formed by remote processing devices that are linked through
a communications network. In a distributed computing envi-
ronment, program modules may be located 1n both local and
remote computer storage media mncluding memory storage
devices. With reference to FIG. 10, an exemplary system for
embodiments of the ISP-friendly rate allocation system 100
and method 1ncludes a general-purpose computing device 1n
the form of a computer 1010. It should be noted that the
computing device 110 shown in FIG. 1 1s one implementation
of the computer 1010.

Components of the computer 1010 may include, but are not
limited to, a processing unit 1020 (such as a central process-
ing umt, CPU), a system memory 1030, and a system bus
1021 that couples various system components including the
system memory to the processing unit 1020. The system bus
1021 may be any of several types of bus structures including
a memory bus or memory controller, a peripheral bus, and a
local bus using any of a variety of bus architectures. By way
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of example, and not limitation, such architectures include
Industry Standard Architecture (ISA) bus, Micro Channel

Architecture (MCA) bus, Enhanced ISA (EISA) bus, Video
Electronics Standards Association (VESA) local bus, and
Peripheral Component Interconnect (PCI) bus also known as
Mezzanine bus.

The computer 1010 typically includes a variety of com-
puter readable media. Computer readable media can be any
available media that can be accessed by the computer 1010
and includes both volatile and nonvolatile media, removable
and non-removable media. By way of example, and not limi-
tation, computer readable media may comprise computer
storage media and communication media. Computer storage
media mcludes volatile and nonvolatile removable and non-
removable media implemented 1n any method or technology
for storage of information such as computer readable instruc-
tions, data structures, program modules or other data.

Computer storage media includes, but 1s not limited to,
RAM, ROM, EEPROM, flash memory or other memory tech-

nology, CD-ROM, digital versatile disks (DVD) or other opti-
cal disk storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic
disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or any other
medium which can be used to store the desired information
and which can be accessed by the computer 1010. By way of
example, and not limitation, communication media includes
wired media such as a wired network or direct-wired connec-
tion, and wireless media such as acoustic, RF, infrared and
other wireless media. Combinations of any of the above
should also be included within the scope of computer read-
able media.

The system memory 1030 includes computer storage
media in the form of volatile and/or nonvolatile memory such
as read only memory (ROM) 1031 and random access
memory (RAM) 1032. A basic mput/output system 1033
(BIOS), containing the basic routines that help to transfer
information between elements within the computer 1010,
such as during start-up, 1s typically stored in ROM 1031.
RAM 1032 typically contains data and/or program modules
that are immediately accessible to and/or presently being
operated on by processing unit 1020. By way of example, and
not limitation, FIG. 10 illustrates operating system 1034,
application programs 1035, other program modules 1036,
and program data 1037.

The computer 1010 may also include other removable/non-
removable, volatile/nonvolatile computer storage media. By
way ol example only, FIG. 10 illustrates a hard disk drive
1041 that reads from or writes to non-removable, nonvolatile
magnetic media, a magnetic disk drive 1031 that reads from
or writes to a removable, nonvolatile magnetic disk 1052, and
an optical disk drive 1055 that reads from or writes to a
removable, nonvolatile optical disk 1056 such as a CDD ROM
or other optical media.

Other removable/non-removable, volatile/nonvolatile
computer storage media that can be used 1n the exemplary
operating environment include, but are not limited to, mag-
netic tape cassettes, flash memory cards, digital versatile
disks, digital video tape, solid state RAM, solid state ROM,
and the like. The hard disk drive 1041 1s typically connected
to the system bus 1021 through a non-removable memory
interface such as interface 1040, and magnetic disk drive
1051 and optical disk drive 1055 are typically connected to
the system bus 1021 by a removable memory interface, such
as interface 1050.

The drives and their associated computer storage media
discussed above and 1llustrated 1n FI1G. 10, provide storage of
computer readable instructions, data structures, program
modules and other data for the computer 1010. In FIG. 10, for
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example, hard disk drive 1041 1s 1llustrated as storing oper-
ating system 1044, application programs 1045, other program
modules 1046, and program data 1047. Note that these com-
ponents can either be the same as or different from operating
system 1034, application programs 1035, other program
modules 1036, and program data 1037. Operating system
1044, application programs 1043, other program modules
1046, and program data 1047 are given different numbers
here to 1llustrate that, at a minimum, they are different copies.
A user may enter commands and information (or data) mnto
the computer 1010 through 1nput devices such as a keyboard
1062, pointing device 1061, commonly referred to as a
mouse, trackball or touch pad, and a touch panel or touch
screen (not shown).

Other input devices (not shown) may include a micro-
phone, joystick, game pad, satellite dish, scanner, radio
recelver, or a television or broadcast video receiver, or the
like. These and other input devices are often connected to the
processing unmit 1020 through a user input interface 1060 that
1s coupled to the system bus 1021, but may be connected by
other mterface and bus structures, such as, for example, a
parallel port, game port or a universal serial bus (USB). A
monitor 1091 or other type of display device 1s also connected
to the system bus 1021 via an interface, such as a video
interface 1090. In addition to the monitor, computers may
also include other peripheral output devices such as speakers
1097 and printer 1096, which may be connected through an
output peripheral interface 1095.

The computer 1010 may operate 1n a networked environ-
ment using logical connections to one or more remote com-
puters, such as a remote computer 1080. The remote com-
puter 1080 may be a personal computer, a server, a router, a
network PC, a peer device or other common network node,
and typically includes many or all of the elements described
above relative to the computer 1010, although only a memory
storage device 1081 has been 1llustrated 1n FIG. 8. The logical
connections depicted in FIG. 10 include a local area network
(LAN) 1071 and a wide area network (WAN) 1073, but may
also 1nclude other networks. Such networking environments
are commonplace 1n offices, enterprise-wide computer net-
works, intranets and the Internet.

When used 1n a LAN networking environment, the com-
puter 1010 1s connected to the LAN 1071 through a network
interface or adapter 1070. When used 1n a WAN networking
environment, the computer 1010 typically includes a modem
1072 or other means for establishing communications over
the WAN 1073, such as the Internet. The modem 1072, which
may be 1nternal or external, may be connected to the system
bus 1021 via the user input interface 1060, or other appropri-
ate mechanism. In a networked environment, program mod-
ules depicted relative to the computer 1010, or portions
thereof, may be stored 1n the remote memory storage device.
By way of example, and not limitation, FIG. 10 illustrates
remote application programs 10835 as residing on memory
device 1081. It will be appreciated that the network connec-
tions shown are exemplary and other means of establishing a
communications link between the computers may be used.

The foregoing Detailed Description has been presented for
the purposes of 1llustration and description. Many modifica-
tions and variations are possible in light of the above teaching.
It 1s not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the subject matter
described herein to the precise form disclosed. Although the
subject matter has been described in language specific to
structural features and/or methodological acts, 1t 1s to be
understood that the subject matter defined 1n the appended
claims 1s notnecessarily limited to the specific features or acts
described above. Rather, the specific features and acts
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described above are disclosed as example forms of imple-
menting the claims appended hereto.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A method for rate allocation in a peer-to-peer (P2P)
network, comprising;

determining a first rate allocation that minimizes a load on
a server in communication with the P2P network to
generate a minimum server load;

determining a second rate allocation that mimimizes net-
work traific across Internet service provider (ISP)
boundaries;

constructing a utility function using the first rate allocation
and the second rate allocation; and

optimizing the utility function to obtain an optimal rate
allocation that minimizes network traffic across ISP
boundaries while keeping the minimum server load
unchanged.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising;

determining that spare upload bandwidth 1s available for
uploading; and

maximizing peer prefetching using the spare upload band-
width while still minimizing network traffic across ISP
boundaries and keeping the minimum server load
unchanged.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising representing,

the utility function to be optimized as:

511:E:.xhj:£ L&,.xhj;ai]“¥ Ly J.

jEDE

maxz [f(xj) — Z gi i (x;, J")]
II,J

l=j=n IESJ

where g, (X, ) 1s a cost for Peer 1 to upload to Peer j at a rate
X, » U; 18 an upload capacity tor Peer 1, and D, denotes a set of
peers downloading from Peer 1.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising computing,
the first rate allocation using the equation:

PRI o

where,

{X*DJ}}HZI

1s an optimal solution for the first rate allocation that yields
the minimum server load.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising computing,
the second rate allocation using the equation:

}RIN__ s
G _Zz',;gf;(x ijls

where g, (X; ;) 1s a cost for Peer 1 to upload to Peer j at a rate
X,
6. The method of claim 3, further comprising:
optimizing the utility function by connecting two linear
components of the utility function with a concave
smooth curve;
determining the optimal rate allocation by solving the opti-
mized utility function.
7. The method of claim 2, further comprising determining,
the rate allocation using a minimum cost flow formulation.
8. The method of claim 7, further comprising;
rewriting the minimum cost flow formulation as a distrib-
uted minimum cost flow formulation that 1s a distributed
solution executed by each peer 1n the peer-to-peer net-
work independently, while collectively achieving the
optimal rate allocation; and
using a bipartite graph in the distributed minimum cost
tlow formulation.
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9. A method for reducing network traific across Internet
service provider (ISP) boundaries in a peer-to-peer (P2P)
network, comprising:

generating a utility function that represents a minimum

load on a server in communication with the P2P net-
work, a minimum network traffic across ISP boundaries
while keeping the mimimum load unchanged, and a
maximum peer prefetching using spare upload band-
width while still minimizing network tratfic across ISP
boundaries and keeping the minimum server load
unchanged, the utility function represented as:

Slu:E:.ij:E Lﬁ,.ijEzfjj?'L jq

Jeb;

m_a_xz [f(xj) - Z gi,j(Xi, J")]
Xi

1= j=n 1E3

where g; (X; ;) 1s a cost for Peer 1 to upload to Peer j at a rate
X, » U, 1s an upload capacity for Peer 1, and D, denotes a set of
peers downloading from Peer 1; and
optimizing the utility function to obtain an optimal rate
allocation for the P2P network that minimizes the net-
work traific across ISP boundaries.
10. The method of claim 9, turther comprising:
applying a steepest descent technique to the utility func-
tion;
initialize x, ; to zero; and
update at each step using an update equation given by,

J J
flx;) - fgf,j(xf,j)]-

8xh; 8x&,

'xhj ::ﬂi'(

Xi ;=[x + %"

where [X, +X, ]" denotes an, projection on to a feasible setin
order to guarantee convergence.

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising modifying
f(x;) by connecting two linear components of f(x;) with a
concave smooth curve of width AR, where R 1s a desirable
streaming rate of a peer 1n the P2P network.

12. The method of claim 10, further comprising;:

defining a rate-allocation interval as T4 ,; and

using Peer 1 to update the optimal rate allocation at every

T, , second using the update equation to determine
which neighboring peer’s request to satisty first.

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising:

defining a token-allocation interval as T . ;

every T, second, supplying Peer 1 with a number of tokens

to give out such that the number of tokens 1s proportional
to Peer 1’s upload bandwidth; and

allocating x, ; tokens to neighbor Peer j using the update

equation.

14. A method for reducing Internet service provider (ISP)-
uniniendly traffic 1n a peer-to-peer (P2P) network, compris-
ng:

formulating a linear program formulation for determining,

rates denoted by X, ,, where X, ; are rates to upload from
Peer 1 to Peer j;

reformulating the linear program formulation as a mini-

mum cost flow formulation;

rewriting the mimmmum cost tlow formulation as a distrib-

uted minimum cost flow formulation that 1s a distributed
solution executed by each peer 1n the peer-to-peer net-
work independently, while collectively achieving an
optimal rate allocation;

I.j?
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updating the distributed minimum cost flow formulation
using a rate allocation update equation having supply
node Lagrangian multipliers and demand node
Lagrangian multipliers; and

solving the distributed minimum cost flow formulation
using the supply node Lagrangian multipliers, the
demand node Lagrangian multipliers, and a computing
device having a processor to obtain the optimal rate
allocation that minimizes the ISP-unirniendly traffic
across ISP boundaries while keeping a minimum server
load that minimizes a load on a server in communication
with the P2P network unchanged to obtain the optimal
rate allocation.

15. The method of claim 14, further comprising using a
bipartite graph to reformulate the linear program formulation
as the distributed minimum cost flow formulation.

16. The method of claim 15, turther comprising;:

denoting the bipartite graph as G=(V,E), where V 1s a set of

vertices and E 1s a set of edges for the bipartite graph;
defiming the vertices set V as V=V, UV, given by:

_ _ I | ) | _
Vl_{vﬂz View ooy Vn} and VE_{V 15Y 25 =+« s VH?VH+].}?
and

defiming the edges set E as:
(a) edges (v;, v';) for all 0=1=j=n, which denotes a data
transier from Peer I to Peer j;
(b) edges (v, v' _,) for all 0=i1=n, which denotes an
unused upload capacity of Peer 1.
17. The method of claim 16, further comprising updating
the distributed minimum cost flow formulation using the rate
allocation update equation as given by,

x;i(r+1) =

[cij +5: (D) + d; (D] + =

1 1
x;() - S[Ui = D x|+ 5D, - Z%@}

4+ —
2 .
k<

2af1)

=

where ¢,; 1s a cost of a link (v,v'), s,(t) are supply node
Lagrangian multipliers, and d(t) are demand node
Lagrangian multipliers.
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18. The method of claim 17, further comprising;:
updating the supply node Lagrangian multipliers using the
update equation:

- and

s+ 1) = 5:(0) - a(r)[Uf - ) xp(r+ 1)

f=i

updating the demand node Lagrangian multipliers using
the update equation:

di(t+1)=d;(1)—a(n)|D; - Zx@(u D,

k<

where a(t) 1s any non-decreasing sequence of positive num-
bers.

19. The method of claim 17, further comprising allocating
surplus upload bandwidth using a convex program formula-
tion given by,

minimize ) fi(z:),
=1
subject to,

Zyij-:zj-“vflﬂjﬂn

1< f

Zy;ﬁ;ﬂw; ¥Y1l=<i<n,

J=i

where z, 1s an additional download rate assigned to Peer 1, and
w. 1s a surplus upload capacity at Peer 1.
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