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1
MULTI-FUNCTION THROTTLE VALVE

TECHNICAL FIELD

This application relates to the field of motor-vehicle engi-
neering, and more particularly, to air induction and exhaust-
gas recirculation 1n motor vehicle engine systems.

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY

A boosted engine may exhibit higher combustion and
exhaust temperatures than a naturally aspirated engine of
similar output power. Such higher temperatures may cause
increased nitrogen-oxide (NOX) emissions from the engine
and may accelerate materials ageing, including exhaust-at-
tertreatment catalyst ageing. Exhaust-gas recirculation
(EGR) 1s one approach for combating these effects. EGR
works by diluting the intake air charge with exhaust gas,
thereby reducing 1ts oxygen content. When the resulting air-
exhaust mixture 1s used in place of ordinary air to support
combustion 1n the engine, lower combustion and exhaust
temperatures result. EGR may also improve fuel economy in
gasoline engines by reducing throttling losses and heat rejec-
tion.

In boosted engine systems equipped with a turbocharger
compressor mechanically coupled to a turbine, exhaust gas
may be recirculated through a high pressure (HP) EGR loop
or through a low-pressure (LP) EGR loop. In the HP EGR
loop, the exhaust gas 1s taken from upstream of the turbine
and 1s mixed with the intake air downstream of the compres-
sor. In an LP EGR loop, the exhaust gas 1s taken from down-
stream of the turbine and 1s mixed with the intake air upstream
of the compressor.

HP and LP EGR strategies achieve optimum efficacy in
different regions of the engine load-speed map. For example,
on boosted gasoline engines running stoichiometric air-to-
fuel ratios, HP EGR 1s desirable at low loads, where intake
vacuum provides ample tlow potential; LP EGR 1s desirable
at higher loads, where the LP EGR loop provides the greater
flow potential. Various other tradeotls between the two strat-
egies exist as well, both for gasoline and diesel engines.
Moreover, each strategy presents its own control-system
challenges. For example, HP EGR 1s most effective at low
loads, where intake vacuum provides ample flow potential. At
higher loads, 1t may be difficult to maintain the desired EGR
flow rate. On the other hand, LP EGR provides adequate flow
from mid to high engine loads, but may respond sluggishly to
changing engine load, engine speed, or intake air flow. In
gasoline engines especially, such unsatisfactory transient
response may include combustion instability during TIP-out
conditions, when fresh air 1s needed to sustain combustion but
EGR-diluted air 1s present upstream of the throttle valve.
Opening a compressor by-pass valve at this time provides a
partial, but incomplete remedy for the problem, as EGR-
diluted air remains upstream of the throttle, albeit at a lower
absolute pressure. Moreover, a significant lag in EGR avail-
ability can occur during TIP-in conditions, as the amount of
EGR accumulated 1n the intake manifold may not be sufili-
cient to provide the desired combustion and/or emissions-
control performance.

Various approaches have targeted transient control 1ssues
in engine systems equipped for EGR. For example, U.S. Pat.
No. 6,470,682 to Gray, Ir. provides a base intake manifold
through which fresh air and cooled LP EGR are provided to a
diesel engine, and, an additional intake manifold that supplies
only fresh air to the engine. The additional intake manifold 1s
sourced by a fast-acting, electrically driven air compressor.
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When torque demand increases rapidly, the fast-acting com-
pressor 1s switched on, displacing the existing mixture of air

and EGR 1n the base intake manifold and providing increased
oxygen mass to the engine, for increased torque. However,
this system 1s particular to diesel engines, which may be
unthrottled, and may tolerate significant amounts of EGR
even at idle. Accordingly, the particular transient-control
1ssues addressed 1in Gray, Jr. differ from those experienced 1n
spark-1gnition engines.

The inventors herein have recognized that improved tran-
sient control 1n an LP EGR equipped engine system can be
achieved with the aid of a unique port-mounted throttle. In
one embodiment, therefore, an engine system 1s provided.
The engine system comprises an air cleaner, a combustion
chamber coupled to an intake port, and an intake manifold.
The intake manifold 1s configured to receive air from the air
cleaner, and, under some conditions to receive exhaust from
the combustion chamber. The engine system further com-
prises a multifunction, barrel-type throttle valve coupled to
the intake port via an outlet, the throttle valve having a first
inlet coupled to the intake manifold and a second inlet
coupled to the air cleaner.

Among various other advantages, the throttle valve enables
the engine system to rapidly switch between inducting an
EGR-containing air charge from the intake manifold and
inducting fresh air from the air cleaner. This approach effec-
tively addresses at least some of the transient control difficul-
ties of EGR-equipped engine systems.

It will be understood that the summary above 1s provided to
introduce 1n simplified form a selection of concepts that are
turther described 1n the detailed description, which follows. It
1s not meant to i1dentity key or essential features of the
claimed subject matter, the scope of which 1s defined by the
claims that follow the detailed description. Further, the
claimed subject matter 1s not limited to implementations that
solve any disadvantages noted above or in any part of this
disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The subject matter of this disclosure will be better under-
stood from reading the following detailed description of par-
ticular embodiments, with reference to the attached drawings,
wherein:

FIGS. 1 and 2 schematically show aspects of example
engine systems in accordance with different embodiments of
this disclosure.

FIG. 3 shows an idealized map of engine load versus
engine speed for a supercharged and turbocharged gasoline
engine 1n accordance with an embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 4 schematically shows aspects of another engine sys-
tem 1n accordance with an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.

FIG. 5§ shows an 1dealized map of engine load versus
engine speed for a turbocharged gasoline engine in accor-
dance with another embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 6 schematically shows a more detailed schematic
view ol some aspects ol the engine system schematically
shown 1n FIG. 4 1n accordance with an embodiment of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 7 schematically shows an even more detailed sche-
matic view ol some aspects of the engine system schemati-
cally shown 1n FIG. 4 1n accordance with an embodiment of
the present disclosure.

FIG. 8 schematically shows a region from FIG. 7 expanded
and rotated.
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FIGS. 9 and 10 schematically show a throttle barrel 1n a
fresh-air inducting, high-tumble rotation in accordance with

an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FI1G. 11 schematically shows a throttle barrel 1n a mixture-
inducting, high-tumble rotation in accordance with an
embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIGS. 12 and 13 schematically show a throttle barrel in
mixture-inducting, low tumble rotation in accordance with an
embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 14 schematically shows a throttle barrel having an
eccentric barrel bore 1 accordance with an embodiment of
the present disclosure.

FIGS. 15 and 16 illustrate methods for inducting air into an
engine of a turbocharged engine system 1n accordance with
different embodiments of the present disclosure.

FI1G. 17 1llustrates a method for actuating an EGR control
valve based on the response of an EGR flow sensor 1n accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 18 1llustrates another example method for inducting
air 1into an engine of a turbocharged engine system 1n accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 19 illustrates a method for routing intake air to a
combustion chamber of an engine 1n accordance with an
embodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The subject matter of this disclosure 1s now described by
way ol example and with reference to certain 1illustrated
embodiments. Components that may be substantially the
same 1n two or more embodiments are 1dentified coordinately
and are described with mimimal repetition. It will be noted,
however, that components 1dentified coordinately 1n the dif-
ferent embodiments may be at least partly different. It will be
turther noted that the drawings included 1n this disclosure are
schematic. Views of the 1llustrated embodiments are gener-
ally not drawn to scale; aspect ratios, feature size, and num-
bers of features may be purposely distorted to make selected
teatures or relationships easier to see.

FIG. 1 schematically shows aspects of an example engine
system 10 1n one embodiment. In engine system 10, fresh air
1s inducted via air cleaner 12 and flows to compressor 14. The
compressor 1s a turbocharger compressor mechanically
coupled to turbine 16, the turbine driven by expanding engine
exhaust from exhaust manifold 18. In one embodiment, the
compressor and turbine may be coupled within a twin scroll
turbocharger. In another embodiment, the turbocharger may
be a variable geometry turbocharger (VGT), where turbine
geometry 1s actively varied as a function of engine speed.
From the compressor, the pressurized air charge flows to
throttle valve 20.

Exhaust manifold 18 and intake manifold 22 are coupled,
respectively, to a series of combustion chambers 24 through a
series of exhaust valves 26 and intake valves 28. In one
embodiment, each of the exhaust and intake valves may be
clectronically actuated. In another embodiment, each of the
exhaust and intake valves may be cam actuated. Whether
clectronically actuated or cam actuated, the timing of exhaust
and intake valve opening and closure may be adjusted as
needed for desirable combustion and emissions-control per-
formance. In particular, the valve timing may be adjusted so
that combustion 1s initiated when a substantial or increased
amount of exhaust from a previous combustion is still present
in one or more combustion chambers. Such adjusted valve
timing may enable an ‘internal EGR” mode useful for reduc-
ing peak combustion temperatures under selected operating
conditions. In some embodiments, adjusted valve timing may
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4

be used 1n addition to the ‘external EGR’” modes described
hereinafter. Via any suitable combination or coordination of
internal and external EGR modes, the intake manifold may be
adapted to receive exhaust from combustion chambers 24
under selected operating conditions.

FIG. 1 shows electronic control system 30, which may be
any electronic control system of the vehicle in which engine
system 10 1s 1nstalled. In embodiments where at least one
intake or exhaust valve 1s configured to open and close
according to an adjustable timing, the adjustable timing may
be controlled via the electronic control system to regulate an
amount of exhaust present 1n a combustion chamber at the
time ol 1gnition. To assess operating conditions 1n connection
with various control functions of the engine system, the elec-
tronic control system may be operatively coupled to a plural-
ity of sensors arranged throughout the engine system—flow
sensors, temperature sensors, pedal-position sensors, pres-
sure sensors, etc.

In combustion chambers 24 combustion may be initiated
via spark 1gnition and/or compression 1gnition 1n any variant.
Further, the combustion chambers may be supplied any of a
variety of fuels: gasoline, alcohols, diesel, biodiesel, com-
pressed natural gas, etc. Fuel may be supplied to the combus-
tion chambers via direct injection, port injection, throttle-
body 1njection, or any combination thereof.

As noted above, exhaust from exhaust manifold 18 flows to
turbine 16 to drive the turbine. When reduced turbine torque
1s desired, some exhaust may be directed instead through
waste gate 32, by-passing the turbine. The combined flow
from the turbine and the waste gate then flows through
exhaust-aftertreatment devices 34, 36, and 38. The nature,
number, and arrangement of the exhaust-aftertreatment
devices may differ in the different embodiments of this dis-
closure. In general, the exhaust-aftertreatment devices may
include at least one exhaust-aftertreatment catalyst config-
ured to catalytically treat the exhaust flow, and thereby reduce
an amount of one or more substances in the exhaust flow. For
example, one exhaust-aftertreatment catalyst may be config-
ured to trap NOX from the exhaust flow when the exhaust
flow 1s lean, and to reduce the trapped NOX when the exhaust
flow 1s rich. In other examples, an exhaust-aftertreatment
catalyst may be configured to disproportionate NOX or to
selectively reduce NOX with the aid of a reducing agent. In
other examples, an exhaust-aftertreatment catalyst may be
configured to oxidize residual hydrocarbons and/or carbon
monoxide 1n the exhaust flow. Different exhaust-aftertreat-
ment catalysts having any such functionality may be arranged
in wash coats or elsewhere 1n the exhaust-aftertreatment
devices, either separately or together. In some embodiments,
the exhaust-aftertreatment devices may include a regenerable
soot filter configured to trap and oxidize soot particles in the
exhaust flow. Further, 1n one embodiment, exhaust-aftertreat-
ment device 34 may comprise a light-oif catalyst.

Continuing 1n FIG. 1, all or part of the treated exhaust from
the exhaust aftertreatment devices may be released into the
ambient via silencer 40. Depending on operating conditions,
however, some treated exhaust may instead be diverted
through two-way EGR selector valve 42, which 1s coupled
upstream of high-temperature (H1) EGR cooler 44 in engine
system 10. In one embodiment, the two-way EGR selector
valve may be a two-state valve, which, 1n an {irst state, permits
post-turbine exhaust gas to flow to the HT EGR cooler but
blocks pre-turbine exhaust gas from flowing to the HT EGR
cooler. In a second state, the two-way EGR selector valve
blocks post-turbine exhaust gas from flowing to the HT EGR
cooler but allows pre-turbine exhaust gas to flow to the HT
EGR cooler. In one embodiment, the two-way EGR selector
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valve may be a diverter valve having a dual-bore buttertly
structure. As shown 1n FIG. 1, exhaust manifold 18 1s also
coupled upstream of the HT EGR cooler. Accordingly,
untreated, pre-turbine exhaust may be routed through the HT
EGR cooler when two-way EGR selector valve 42 1s 1n the
second state, and when sufficient flow potential exists. In this
manner, the two-way EGR selector valve functions as an EGR
take-off selector, 1n the first state enabling treated LP exhaust
to flow to the HI EGR cooler, and 1n the second state,
enabling untreated HP exhaust to tlow to the HT EGR cooler.

HT EGR cooler 44 may be any suitable heat exchanger
configured to cool the selected exhaust flow for desired com-
bustion and emissions-control performance. The HI EGR
cooler may be cooled by engine coolant and configured to
passively transter heat thereto. Shared between the HP and LP

EGR loops and sized to provide appropriate cooling for the

LP EGR loop, the HT EGR cooler may be configured to cool

the recirculated exhaust to temperatures acceptable for induc-
tion into compressor 14. However, because the HT EGR
cooler circulates engine coolant, the risk of an EGR-contain-
ing air charge dropping below the water dewpoint tempera-
ture of the air charge 1s reduced. It will be noted that water
droplets entrained 1n the 1ntake air charge could potentially
damage the impeller blades of the compressor 1f inducted
therein.

From HT EGR cooler 44, the cooled exhaust flow 1s admiut-
ted to EGR control valve 46. In one embodiment, the EGR
control valve may be a sliding-piston or linear-spool type
valve actuated by an electric motor. Here, a substantially
cylindrical piston may slide within a cylindrical valve body
having appropriate seals. As such, the EGR control valve
enables both flow selection and flow metering. In particular,
the EGR control valve selectably routes the cooled exhaust
flow to eirther of a downstream HP EGR mixing point or a
downstream LP EGR mixing point. In the embodiment 1llus-
trated 1n FIG. 1, for example, the EGR control valve is con-
figured to direct the cooled exhaust tflow to integrated charge-
air/EGR cooler 48 (an HP mixing point) or back to the inlet of
compressor 14 (an LP mixing point). Further, the EGR con-
trol valve accurately meters the cooled EGR flow m the
selected EGR loop. In one embodiment, the EGR control
valve may be configured to stop routing engine exhaust
through the HP EGR loop when adjusting the amount of
engine exhaust tlowing through the LP EGR loop, and, to stop
routing engine exhaust through the LP EGR loop when
adjusting the amount of engine exhaust flowing through the
HP EGR loop. Positional feedback in the valve or in an
associated valve actuator may enable closed-loop flow con-
trol 1n some embodiments.

Integrated charge-air/EGR cooler 48 may be any suitable
heat exchanger configured to cool the compressed air charge
to temperatures suitable for admission to intake manifold 22.
In particular, 1t provides further cooling for the HP EGR loop.
The mtegrated charge-air/EGR cooler may be configured to
cool the exhaust to lower temperatures than HT EGR cooler
44, as condensation of water vapor in the HP EGR loop
presents no partlcular risk. From the integrated charge-air/
EGR cooler, the air charge flows to the intake mamifold.

In the example configuration of FIG. 1, HP and LP EGR
loops share a common flow path between two-way EGR
selector valve 42 and EGR control valve 46. Theretfore, a
common flow sensor coupled within this flow path can pro-
vide EGR flow measurement for both loops. Accordingly,
engine system 10 includes flow sensor 50 coupled down-
stream of HT EGR cooler 44 and upstream of EGR control

valve 46. The flow sensor may comprise a hot wire anemom-
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eter, a delta pressure orifice, or a venturi, for example, opera-
tively coupled to electronic control system 30.

In some embodiments, throttle valve 20, waste gate 32,
two-way EGR selector valve 42, and EGR control valve 46
may be electronically controlled valves configured to close
and open at the command of electronic control system 30.
Further, one or more of these valves may be continuously
adjustable. The electronic control system may be operatively
coupled to each of the electronically controlled valves and
configured to command their opening, closure, and/or adjust-
ment as needed to enact any of the control functions described
herein.

By appropnately controlling two-way EGR selector valve
42 and EGR control valve 46, and by adjusting the exhaust
and 1ntake valve timing (vide supra), electronic control sys-
tem 30 may enable the engine system 10 to deliver intake air
to combustion chambers 24 under varying operating condi-
tions. These include conditions where EGR 1s omitted from
the intake air or 1s provided internal to each combustion
chamber (via adjusted valve timing, for example); conditions

where EGR 1s drawn from a take-ofl point upstream of turbine
16 and delivered to a mixing point downstream of compressor

14 (HP EGR); and conditions where F

EGR i1s drawn from a
take-ofl point downstream of the turbine and delivered to a
mixing point upstream of the compressor (LP EGR).

It will be understood that no aspect of FIG. 1 1s intended to
be limiting. In particular, take-off and mixing points for HP
and LP EGR may differ in embodiments fully consistent with
the present disclosure. For example, while FIG. 1 shows LP
EGR being drawn from downstream of exhaust-aftertreat-
ment device 34, the LP EGR may 1n other embodiments be
drawn from downstream of exhaust-aftertreatment device 38,
or upstream of exhaust-aftertreatment device 34.

FIG. 2 schematically shows aspects of another example
engine system 52 in one embodiment. In engine system 52,
fresh air 1s inducted via air cleaner 12 and flows to {first
compressor 14. The first compressor may be a turbocharger
compressor as described above. From the first compressor,
intake air flows through first charge-air cooler 54 en route to
throttle valve 20. From the throttle valve, the intake air enters
second compressor 56, where 1t 1s further compressed. The
second compressor may be any suitable intake-air compres-
sor—a motor-driven or driveshaft driven supercharger com-
pressor, for example. From the second compressor, the intake
air flows through second charge-air cooler 58 en route to
intake manifold 22. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 2,
compressor by-pass valve 60 1s coupled between the 1nlet of
the second compressor and the outlet of the second charge-air
cooler. The compressor by-pass valve may be a normally
closed valve configured to open at the command of electronic
control system 30 1n order to relieve excess boost pressure of
the second compressor under selected operating conditions.
For example, the compressor by-pass valve may be opened
during conditions of decreasing engine load to avert surge 1n
the second compressor.

FIG. 2 shows exhaust back-pressure valve 62 and silencer
40 coupled downstream of exhaust-aftertreatment devices 34,
36, and 38. In one embodiment, the exhaust back-pressure
valve may be a single-bore butterfly valve actuated by an
clectric motor. Positional feedback 1n the valve or 1n an asso-
ciated valve actuator may enable closed-loop control in some
embodiments. Continuing 1n FI1G. 2, all or part of the treated
exhaust from the exhaust aftertreatment devices flows
through the exhaust back-pressure valve and is released into
the ambient via the silencer. Depending on operating condi-

tions, however, some treated exhaust may instead be diverted
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through EGR control valve 46. In one embodiment, the EGR
control valve may be a sliding-piston or linear-spool type
valve as described above.

Continuing 1n FIG. 2, EGR control valve 46 1s configured
to admit a selected exhaust flow to HT EGR cooler 44. Under
certain operating conditions, the exhaust flow selected via
EGR control valve 46 may comprise treated, post-turbine
exhaust from downstream of exhaust aftertreatment device
38. Under other operating conditions, the selected exhaust
flow may comprise untreated, pre-turbine exhaust from
exhaust manifold 18. From the HT EGR cooler, the selected
exhaust flow 1s admitted to EGR-directing valve 64. In one
embodiment, the EGR-directing valve may be a single-shaft,
dual-bore butterfly valve having blocking flaps offset ninety
degrees with respect to each other. This pressure-balanced
valve allows for the selected exhaust flow to be directed in
either ol two directions: to an HP mixing point downstream of
first compressor 14 or to an LP mixing point upstream of the
first compressor. In the embodiment shown 1 FIG. 2, the
EGR-directing valve 1s configured to direct the cooled,
selected exhaust flow to low-temperature (LT) EGR cooler 66
(an HP mixing point) or back to the inlet of first compressor
14 (an LP mixing point).

LT EGR cooler 66 may be any heat exchanger configured
to cool the selected exhaust flow to temperatures suitable for
mixing into the itake air. In particular, the LT EGR cooler
provides further cooling for the HP EGR loop. Accordingly,
the LT EGR cooler may be configured to cool the exhaust to
lower temperatures than HT EGR cooler 44, as condensation
of water vapor in the HP EGR loop presents no particular risk.
From the LT EGR cooler, the selected exhaust flow 1s mixed
in with the compressed intake air flowing from throttle valve
20 and 1s delivered to second compressor 36.

Though differing in their detailed configurations, the
embodiments shown 1 FIGS. 1 and 2 both include a first
conduit network (viz., an HP EGR loop) configured to route
some engine exhaust from a take-oil point downstream of the
turbine to a mixing point upstream of the compressor, and, a
second conduit network (viz., an HP EGR loop) configured to
route some engine exhaust from a take-oif point upstream of
the turbine to a mixing point downstream of the compressor.
Further both embodiments include at least one shared conduit
and a control valve coupled 1n the shared conduit. The control
valve 1s configured to adjust an amount of engine exhaust
flowing through the first conduit network and to adjust an
amount of engine exhaust flowing through the second conduit
network.

In the example configuration shown in FIG. 2, HP and LP
EGR loops share a common tlow path between EGR control
valve 46 and EGR-directing valve 64. Therefore, a common
flow sensor 50 coupled within this flow path can provide EGR
flow measurement for both loops, substantially as described
above.

Like throttle valve 20, waste gate 32, and EGR control
valve 46, compressor by-pass valve 60, exhaust back-pres-
sure valve 62, and/or EGR-directing valve 64 may be elec-
tronically controlled valves configured to close and open at
the command of electronic control system 30. Further, one or
more of these valves may be continuously adjustable. The
clectronic control system may be operatively coupled to each
ol the electronically controlled valves and configured to com-
mand their opening, closure, and/or adjustment as needed to
enact any of the control functions described herein.

By appropnately controlling EGR control valve 46 and
EGR-directing valve 64, and by adjusting the exhaust and
intake valve timing, electronic control system 30 may enable
the engine system 10 to deliver intake air to combustion
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chambers 24 under varying operating conditions, including
conditions of no EGR, internal EGR, HP EGR or LP EGR,
substantially as described above.

Enabling multiple EGR modes 1n an engine system pro-
vides several advantages. For instance, cooled LP EGR may
be used for low-speed operation. Here, EGR flow through
first compressor 14 moves the operating point away from the
surge line. Turbine power 1s preserved, as the EGR 1s drawn
downstream of the turbine. On the other hand, cooled HP
EGR may be used for mid-to-high speed operation. Under
such conditions, where waste gate 32 may be partially open,
drawing EGR upstream of the turbine will not degrade turbo-
charger performance. Further, as no EGR 1s drawn through
the first compressor at this time, the operating margin
between choke and overspeed lines may be preserved.

Further advantages may be realized in configurations such
as engine system 52, which include a first (turbocharger)
compressor 14 and a second (supercharger) compressor 56.
Such a system admits of various modes of interoperability
between the compressors and the HP and LP EGR loops. One
example mode of interoperability is illustrated in FIG. 3,
which shows a graph of engine load versus engine speed. The
graph 1s divided into three engine-load regions: a low-load
region where little or no boost 1s provided by either compres-
sor and where HP EGR or mternal EGR may be used for
desired combustion properties, a mid-load region where
boost 1s provided via the turbocharger compressor alone, and
a high-load region where boost 1s provided via the turbo-
charger compressor and via the supercharger compressor.
Themid-load region and the high load region are each divided
into a lower engine-speed region and a higher engine-speed
region. In each case, LP EGR 1s used 1n the lower engine-
speed region, and HP EGR 1s used 1n the higher engine-speed
region. Accordingly, the ability to switch between HP and LP
EGR 1n engine systems such as the one illustrated enables
more effective control of EGR amounts 1n the various engine
speed/load regions.

Still further advantages accrue from the sharing—i.e.,
double use—of at least some components between HP and LP
EGR loops. In the embodiments shown i FIGS. 1 and 2,
shared components include HT EGR cooler 44, EGR flow
sensor 50, EGR selection and control valves, and the section
of conduit running therebetween. By configuring these com-
ponents to be shared instead of redundant, a significant sav-
ings 1n the cost and weight of the engine system may be
realized. Further, the shared configuration may result in sig-
nificantly less crowding in the engine system, as compared to
configurations 1 which all EGR components are provided
redundantly. Moreover, closed-loop control of EGR dosing
may be simplified in engine systems 10 and 52, for example,
where only a single sensor need be interrogated to measure
the EGR flow rate for both HP and LP EGR loops.

To 1llustrate yet another advantage, 1t will be noted that
engine systems 10 and 352, and electronic control system 30,
may be further configured for additional operating condi-
tions, where EGR 1s provided via any suitable combination or
admixture of the modes described herein. For example, by
appropriate positioning of EGR control valve 46 and one of
two-way EGR selector valve 42 and EGR-directing valve 64,
recirculated exhaust may be routed from an HP take-oif point
to an LP mixing point. This strategy may be desirable under
some operating conditions—to avoid surge 1n {irst compres-
sor 14 or to enhance EGR flow, for example.

FIG. 4 schematically shows aspects of another example
engine system 68 in one embodiment. In engine system 68,
fresh air 1s inducted via air cleaner 12 and flows to compressor
14. In the embodiment shown 1n FIG. 4, the compressor 1s a
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turbocharger compressor mechanically coupled to turbine 16,
as described above. From the compressor, intake air flows
through charge-air cooler 70 en route to intake manifold 22.
The charge-air cooler may be any suitable heat exchanger
configured to cool the compressed intake air charge for suit-
able combustion and emissions-control performance.
Coupled to the intake manifold are one or more port-type
throttle valves 72, which provide air-flow restriction and
other functions, as further described below.

FI1G. 4 shows exhaust back-pressure valve 62 and silencer
40 coupled downstream of exhaust-aftertreatment devices 34,
36, and 38. Accordingly, all or part of the treated exhaust from
the exhaust aftertreatment devices flows through the exhaust
back-pressure valve and 1s released into the ambient via the
silencer. Depending on operating conditions, however, some
treated exhaust may be diverted through EGR control valve
46. The EGR control valve 1s configured to admuit a selected
exhaust flow to HT EGR cooler 44, as described above.

Under certain operating conditions, the exhaust flow
selected via EGR control valve 46 may comprise treated,
post-turbine exhaust from downstream of exhaust aftertreat-
ment device 38. Under other operating conditions, the
selected exhaust flow may comprise untreated, pre-turbine
exhaust from exhaust manifold 18. From HT EGR cooler 44,
the selected exhaust flow 1s admatted to EGR directing valve
64. The EGR directing valve 1s configured to direct the
cooled, selected exhaust flow 1n one of two directions: to LT
EGR cooler 66 or back to the inlet of compressor 14. From the
LT EGR cooler, the doubly cooled, selected exhaust flow 1s
mixed 1n with the compressed intake air flowing to charge-air
cooler 70.

In some embodiments, throttle valves 72, like various other
valves 1dentified herein, may be electronically controlled
valves configured to close and open at the command of elec-
tronic control system 30. Further, one or more of these valves
may be continuously adjustable. The electronic control sys-
tem may be operatively coupled to each of the electronically
controlled valves and configured to command their opening,
closure, and/or adjustment as needed to enact any of the
control functions described herein.

It will be understood that no aspect of FI1G. 4 1s intended to
be limiting. For example, 1n other embodiments tully consis-
tent with this disclosure, different engine-system configura-
tions besides the one shown above may provide cooled LP
and HP EGR. For example, LP EGR may be routed through
an EGR conduit, EGR control valve, and EGR cooler entirely
distinct from those used 1n the HP EGR path, in contrast to the
embodiments shown 1n FIGS. 1 and 2.

Enabling multiple EGR modes in engine system 68 pro-
vides several advantages, as noted above. Still greater advan-
tages accrue when fresh air and/or EGR are provided to
combustion chambers 24 with an appropriate degree of
‘tumble,’ 1.e., convection off the flow axis. As shown 1n FIG.
5, the appropriate degree of tumble, as well as the appropriate
EGR mode, may differ for different operating conditions of
engine system 68. FIG. 5 shows an 1dealized map of engine
load versus engine speed for an example gasoline engine. The
graph 1s divided into four regions. Region 74 1s a low-load
region, 1n which no external EGR 1s delivered to the combus-
tion chambers. In this region, adjusted valve timing may be
used to provide internal EGR; throttle valves 72 admit only air
to combustion chambers 24, and a relatively high degree of
tumble may be desired. Region 76 1s a high-load, low-speed
region, where cooled LP EGR 1s delivered to the combustion
chambers, and where a relatively high degree of tumble may
be desired. Region 78 1s a igh-load, mid-speed region, where
cooled LP EGR 1s delivered to the combustion chambers, but
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a relatively low degree of tumble may be desired. Region 80
1s a high-load, high-speed region, where cooled HP EGR 1s
delivered to the combustion chambers, and where a relatively
low degree of tumble may be desired.

Despite the advantages noted above, an EGR system may
be prone to transient-control difficulties when the operating
point of the engine changes rapidly. Such changes include
so-called ‘TIP-out’, where engine load suddenly decreases.
With reference to FIG. 5, a TIP-out may correspond to a
relatively rapid transition from region 78 to region 74, for
example. When TIP-out occurs, inducted EGR may cause
combustion instability; 1t may be desired, therefore, that
intake air containing EGR be promptly blocked from entering
combustion chambers 24 during TIP-out, and that fresh air be
delivered to the combustion chambers instead. Accordingly,
in the embodiment 1llustrated 1in FIG. 4, throttle valves 72 are
configured, under certain operating conditions, to admait fresh
air from air cleaner 12 to the combustion chambers, and under
other operating conditions to admit whatever air charge may
be present 1n intake manifold 22. Depending on the current
operating state of engine system 68, the air charge present 1n
the intake manifold may be compressed and/or diluted with
EGR. Embodiments are further contemplated in which the
throttle valves are configured to admit to the combustion
chambers a selected mixture of fresh air and whatever air
charge may be present 1n the intake manifold.

To enable such tunctionality, each throttle valve 1n engine
system 68 may be a multifunction, barrel-type throttle valve
coupled to an intake port of the engine via an outlet. Each
throttle valve may have a first inlet coupled to a first air
source, such as the intake manifold, and a second inlet
coupled to a second air source, such as the air cleaner. Accord-
ingly, the embodiment 1llustrated in FIG. 4 includes fresh-air
line 82, coupled to each throttle valve 72 and to air cleaner 12.
The fresh-air line supplies fresh air to the throttle valves. As
turther described below, each throttle valve may be config-
ured to select between the fresh air and the mixture present in
the intake manifold, and to provide the same with an appro-
priate degree of tumble.

FIG. 4 also shows optional 1dle control valve 84. The idle
control valve may be configured to provide greater control of
the weak air flow needed to sustain 1dle 1n engine system 68.
Other embodiments may include a separate 1dle control valve
for each throttle valve 72. In still other embodiments, throttle
valves 72 may themselves provide adequate control of air
induction during idle; i such embodiments, i1dle control
valve 84 may be omitted.

FIG. 6 provides a more detailed schematic view of some
aspects of engine system 68. In particular, the drawing shows
throttle-valve actuator 86 mechanically coupled to actuator
shaft 88. The throttle-valve actuator may be any suitable
rotational actuator. In one embodiment, the throttle-valve
actuator may include a servo motor, and may be controlled via
clectronic control system 30. The actuator shaft may be con-
figured 1n any manner whatsoever to transmit the rotational
motion of the throttle-valve actuator to throttle valves 72, and
thereby control the throttle valves. Aspects of each throttle
valve that may be controlled 1n this manner include an open-
ing amount with respect to fresh air, an opening amount with
respect to the air charge from intake manifold 22, and a degree
of tumble at which the fresh air and/or intake-manifold air
charge 1s provided to 1ts respective intake valve 28. In one
embodiment, the actuator shaft may extend through and be
mechanically coupled to a rotatable part of each throttle
valve. In one embodiment, the rotatable part of the throttle
valve may comprise a throttle barrel, as further described
below.




US 8,056,546 B2

11

It will be understood that no aspect of FIG. 6 1s intended to
be limiting. Although FIG. 6 depicts a four-cylinder, in-line
engine, the present disclosure 1s equally applicable to engines
having more or fewer cylinders, and to V-type engines in
which opposing banks of cylinders are arranged on either side
of the engine. In embodiments that include a V-type engine, a
pair of actuator shafts may be used to transmit rotational
motion to throttle valves 72. And, 1n some such embodiments,
cach of the actuator shaits may be driven by a separate
throttle-valve actuator.

FI1G. 7 provides an even more detailed schematic view of
some aspects of engine system 68 in one embodiment. In
particular, the drawing shows a region from FIG. 6 expanded
and rotated. FI1G. 7 shows throttle valve 72 1n cross section.
The throttle valve 1s coupled to intake port 90 of the engine.
The intake port has an upstream end and a downstream end.
The downstream end of the imtake port 1s coupled to combus-
tion chamber 24 via intake valve 28.

Throttle valve 72 includes throttle body 92 and throttle
barrel 94. As noted above, the throttle barrel may be mechani-
cally coupled to actuator shatt 88. Accordingly, throttle-valve
actuator 86 may be configured to adjust and control an angle
of rotation of the throttle barrel with respect to the throttle
body, thereby controlling the throttle valve with respect to the
functions 1dentified herein.

Throttle body 92 has an outlet configured to couple to the
upstream end of intake port 90, a first inlet 96 coupled to
intake manifold 22, and a second 1nlet 98 coupled to fresh-air
line 82. The throttle barrel 1s rotatably coupled into the
throttle body and includes barrel bore 100. The barrel bore
aligns with the firstinlet at a first rotation of the throttle barrel,
with the second inlet at a second rotation of the throttle barrel,
and with the outlet at the first and second rotations of the
throttle barrel, as further described below. Naturally, the first
and second rotations of the throttle barrel, and other rotations
referred to herein, may be among a plurality of discrete or
substantially continuous rotations of the throttle barrel within
the throttle body. Such rotations may be dialed through by
appropriate control of throttle-valve actuator 86, to bring
about corresponding discrete or substantially continuous
changes in the flow of fresh air and/or EGR to intake port 90,
and, to bring about corresponding discrete or substantially
continuous changes 1n the degree of tumble at which the flow
1s delivered.

In some embodiments, one or both of throttle body 92 and
throttle barrel 94 may comprise a non-stick, wear-resistant
material capable of forming a leak-resistant seal. Suitable
non-stick materials include diamond-like silicon, metallic
glass, and various fluorinated polymers, such as polytet-
rafluroethylene (PTFE). In one embodiment, a non-stick
material may be applied a coating on the throttle body. In
other embodiments, 1t may be applied as a coating on the
throttle barrel.

As shown 1n FIG. 7, intake port 90 includes partition 102
arranged 1nside a conduit. The partition 1s configured to seg-
regate two complementary flow areas of the conduit—A{irst
flow area 104 and second flow area 106—and to guide the air
flow through each segregated flow area to intake valve 28. In
the embodiment 1llustrated 1n FIG. 7, the partition extends
substantially all the way from the intake valve to the throttle
barrel.

Extending across the outlet of throttle valve 72, partition
102 divides the outlet into complementary first and second
zones—cross sections of first flow area 104 and second flow
area 106. The partition 1s slidably sealed against the throttle
barrel 94 such that barrel bore 100 aligns with the first zone at
a third rotation of the throttle barrel and with the first and
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second zones at a fourth rotation of the throttle barrel, as
turther described below. The 1llustrated configuration pro-
vides that a significant degree of tumble may be imparted to
the air inducted 1into combustion chamber 24 under selected
operating conditions—by allowing flow through the first flow
area and blocking flow through the second flow area, for
example. The 1llustrated configuration also provides that the
inducted air may be delivered to the combustion chamber
with significantly less tumble—by allowing flow through the
first and second flow areas simultaneously. Accordingly, elec-
tronic control system 30 may be configured to control
whether the outlet of the throttle valve communicates with
one or both of the first and second flow areas by commanding
rotation of valve actuator 86.

FIG. 8 shows a region from FIG. 7 expanded and rotated.
As shown 1n FIG. 8, partition 102 cross-sectionally divides
intake port 90 1 two zones corresponding to first flow area
104 and second flow area 106. Accordingly, the flow of the
intake-charge through the intake port 1s divided 1n two.

FIGS. 9-13 show another region from FIG. 7 and provide
additional cross-sectional views of throttle valve 72. In par-
ticular, FIGS. 9-13 show barrel bore 100, first inlet 96, and
second 1nlet 98 1n one example embodiment. In the illustrated
embodiment, the first inlet and the second 1nlet are formed 1n
throttle body 92 and extend substantially all the way to
throttle barrel 94. With respect to the symmetry axis of the
throttle barrel, the first inlet 1s arranged opposite partition
102, and the second 1inlet 1s arranged at right angles to the
partition and the first inlet. The first inlet, the barrel bore, and
the intake port are substantially equal in cross-sectional area,
while the second inlet has a smaller cross-sectional area. By
rotation of the throttle barrel, the barrel bore may be posi-
tioned 1n various ways with respect to the first inlet and the
second 1nlet, as further described below. In particular, the
barrel bore may be configured to couple an upstream end of
intake port 90 to intake manifold 22 at a first rotation of the
throttle barrel, and to couple the upstream end of the intake
port to air cleaner 12 at a second rotation of the throttle barrel.
Further, the throttle barrel may be slidably sealed against the
partition such that the barrel bore communicates with the first
flow area at a third rotation of the throttle barrel and with the
first and second tlow areas at a fourth rotation of the throttle
barrel.

FIGS. 9 and 10 show throttle barrel 94 1n fresh-air induct-
ing, high-tumble rotations. In FIG. 9, barrel bore 100 1s closed
to first inlet 96, open to second inlet 98, and only slightly open
to intake port 90. This condition corresponds to region 74 of
FIG. 5. In particular, 1t corresponds to an 1dle condition. FIG.
10 shows throttle barrel 94 1n a similar orientation, but rotated
slightly counterclockwise. This condition also corresponds to
region 74, somewhat removed from idle by application of a
small engine load.

FIG. 11 shows throttle barrel 94 in a mixture-inducting,
high-tumble rotation. Barrel bore 100 1s open to first inlet 96,
closed to second 1nlet 98, and partly open to intake port 90. In
particular, the barrel bore opens to only one of the two flow
areas ol the intake port separated by partition 102. As a result,
intake air flow will be provided to combustion chamber 24
through one flow area of the intake port only, providing a
relatively high degree of tumble. This condition corresponds
to region 76 1n FIG. 5.

FIGS. 12 and 13 show throttle barrel 94 1n mixture-induct-
ing, low tumble rotations, where barrel bore 100 1s open to
first inlet 96, closed to second inlet 98, and open to 1intake port
90. In FIG. 12, barrel bore 100 1s partially open to the first
inlet, and 1n FIG. 13, the barrel bore 1s fully open to the first
inlet. In both drawings, the barrel bore opens to both of the
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two flow areas of the intake port separated by partition 102.
As a result, intake air flow will be provided to combustion
chamber 24 through both flow areas of the intake port, pro-
viding a relatively low degree of tumble. These rotational
states of the throttle barrel may correspond to regions 78 or
region 80 of FIG. 5, depending on the way 1n which external
EGR 1s delivered in engine system 68. With continued refer-
ence to FIG. 4, 1if EGR control valve 46 1s 1n a position to
select a post-turbine exhaust tlow and EGR directing valve 64
1s 1n a position to direct the exhaust tlow to the inlet of turbine
14, (cooled LP EGR), then the throttle barrel rotation shown
in FIGS. 12 and 13 will correspond to region 78. However, 1f
the EGR control valve 1s 1n a position to select a pre-turbine
exhaust flow and the EGR directing valve 1s 1n a position to
direct the exhaust tlow to LT EGR cooler 52 (cooled HP
EGR), then the throttle barrel rotation shown 1in FIGS. 12 and
13 will correspond to region 80.

Further advantages of engine system 68 will be apparent
from examimng FIGS. 9-13 1n greater detail. For example, a
TIP-out situation corresponds to an abrupt transition from
region 78 to region 74. In the embodiments illustrated herein,
the required throttle adjustment would be from the rotational
state shown 1n FIG. 12 or 13 to the rotational state shown 1n
FIG. 9. This adjustment of one quarter clockwise turn or less
can be enacted promptly, resulting 1n a prompt transition from
compressed, EGR-diluted air to fresh air being supplied to
combustion chambers 24.

FIGS. 4-13 and description hereinabove have detailed only
some embodiments of the present disclosure; numerous other
embodiments are contemplated as well. One such embodi-
ment 1cludes a throttle valve having dual throttle barrels—
one throttle barrel for controlling air from the intake mani-
told, and a second throttle barrel for admitting fresh air. In one
embodiment, the dual throttle barrels may be actuated by a
common actuator shait. FI1G. 14 shows aspects of yet another
embodiment, where the barrel bore 1s arranged eccentrically
with respect to the throttle barrel. Moving the barrel bore out
of the plane of symmetry of the throttle barrel may enable
more facile adjustment of the amount of mamifold air and
fresh air inducted into the combustion chambers under certain
operating conditions. In addition, the various throttle-valve
embodiments disclosed herein may be fashioned as a retrofit
for various existing port throttle valves.

The configurations 1llustrated above enable various meth-
ods for routing intake air to a combustion chamber of an
engine. Accordingly, some such methods are now described,
by way of example, with continued reference to above con-
figurations. It will be understood, however, that these meth-
ods, and others fully within the scope of this disclosure, may
be enabled via other configurations as well.

The methods presented herein include various computa-
tion, comparison, and decision-making actions, which may
be enacted via an electronic control system (e.g., electronic
control system 30) of the i1llustrated engine systems or of a
vehicle in which such an engine system 1s installed. The
methods also include various measuring and/or sensing
actions that may be enacted via one or more sensors disposed
in the engine system (temperature sensors, pedal-position
sensors, pressure sensors, etc.) operatively coupled to the
clectronic control system. The methods further include vari-
ous valve-actuating events, which the electronic control sys-
tem may enact in response to the various decision-making,
actions.

FI1G. 15 1llustrates an example method 108 for inducting air
into an engine of a turbocharged engine system in one
embodiment. The method may be enabled via the configura-
tion shown in FIG. 1, for example, and entered upon in
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response to a predefined operating condition of the engine
system, at regular intervals, and/or whenever the engine sys-
tem 1s operating.

Method 108 begins at 110, where engine load 1s sensed.
The engine load may be sensed by interrogating suitable
engine system sensors. In some embodiments, a surrogate or
predictor of engine load may be sensed. For example, an
output of a manifold air pressure sensor may be sensed and
used as a predictor of engine load. The method then advances
to 112, where 1t 1s determined whether the engine load 1s
above an upper threshold. In one embodiment, the upper
threshold may correspond to a minimum value of the engine
load where LP EGR 1s desired. If the engine load 1s above the
upper threshold, then the method advances to 114A, where an
EGR control valve 1n the engine system 1s adjusted such that
exhaust gas 1s directed to an LP mixing point. The method
then advances to 116, where a two-way EGR selector valve in
the engine system 1s set to a {irst state such that the EGR 1s
drawn from an LP take-off point.

However, if 1t 1s determined at 112 that the engine load 1s
not above the upper threshold, then method 108 advances to
118, where 1t 1s determined whether the engine load 1s above
a lower threshold. If the engine load 1s above the lower thresh-
old, then the method advances to 114B, where the EGR
control valve 1s adjusted such that exhaust gas 1s directed to an
HP mixing point. The method then advances to 120, where
the two-way EGR selector valve 1s set to a second state such
that the EGR 1s drawn from an HP take-off point.

If 1t 1s determined at 118 that the engine load 1s not above
the lower threshold, then method 108 advances to 122, where
internal EGR 1s enabled. The method then advances to 114C,
where the EGR control valve 1s adjusted to shut off external
EGR. From 114F, 116 or 120, the method advances to 124,
where fuel imection amounts in the engine system are
adjusted based on the adjusted EGR flow rates to maintain the
desired air-to-fuel ratio. If the engine system comprises a
gasoline engine, for example, the desired air-to-fuel ratio may
equate to a substantially stoichiometric air-to-fuel ratio.

FIG. 161llustrates an example method 126 for inducting air
into an engine of a turbocharged engine system in one
embodiment. The method may be enabled via the configura-
tion shown 1n FIG. 2, for example, and entered upon in
response to a predefined operating condition of the engine
system, at regular intervals, and/or whenever the engine sys-
tem 1s operating.

Method 126 begins at 110, where engine load 1s sensed.
The method then advances to 112, where it 1s determined
whether the engine load 1s above an upper threshold. 1T the
engine load 1s above the upper threshold, then the method
advances to 114D, where an EGR control valve in the engine
system 1s adjusted such that exhaust gas 1s drawn from an LP
take-off point. The method then advances to 128, where an
EGR-directing valve 1n the engine system 1s adjusted such
that the selected EGR 1s directed to an LP mixing point.

However, 11 1t 1s determined at 112 that the engine load 1s
not above the upper threshold, then method 126 advances to
118, where it 1s determined whether the engine load 1s above
a lower threshold. If the engine load 1s above the lower thresh-
old, then the method advances to 114E, where the EGR con-
trol valve 1s adjusted such that exhaust gas 1s drawn from an
HP take-off point. The method then advances to 130, where
the EGR-directing valve 1s adjusted such that the selected
EGR 1s directed to an HP mixing point.

If 1t 1s determined at 118 that the engine load 1s not above
the lower threshold, then method 126 advances to 122, where
internal EFGR 1s enabled. The method then advances to 114C,
where the EGR control valve 1s adjusted to shut off external
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EGR. From 114C, 128 or 130, the method advances to 124,
where fuel imection amounts in the engine system are
adjusted based on the adjusted EGR flow rates to maintain the
desired air-to-fuel ratio.

No aspect of FIG. 135 or 16 1s intended to be limiting, as
both methods may comprise numerous other steps and
actions not specifically illustrated in the flow charts. For
example, the selected EGR tlow may be cooled en rote to
being diverted to an appropriate HP or LP mixing point. In
some embodiments, the EGR flow may be further cooled en
route to the mixing point and/or downstream of the mixing,
point. In one embodiment, different heat exchangers may be
used to cool the selected exhaust flow, depending on the
position of an EGR-diverting valve or two-way EGR selector
valve. In other embodiments, however, the same heat

exchanger may be used to cool the selected exhaust tlow for
both HP and LP EGR loops.

FI1G. 17 1llustrates an example method 114X for actuating,
an EGR control valve based on a response of an EGR flow
sensor 1n one embodiment. The method may be entered upon
any time an adjustment of an EGR control valve 1s com-
manded by an electronic control system of the engine system.

Method 114X begins at 132, where an upper tlow-rate
threshold and a lower tflow-rate threshold are calculated based
on a desired EGR flow rate in the engine system. The upper
flow-rate threshold may equal the desired EGR flow rate plus
a predetermined tolerance value; the lower tlow-rate thresh-
old may equal the desired EGR flow rate minus a predeter-
mined tolerance value. In some embodiments, the predeter-
mined tolerance values may be the same for the upper and
lower thresholds; in other embodiments, they may be differ-
ent. Further, the predetermined tolerance values may differ
depending on the position of an EGR-directing valve or two-
way EGR selector valve 1n the engine system. For example,
the predetermined tolerance values may be chosen so as to
provide a tighter flow-rate tolerance when the EGR 1s admut-
ted to an HP mixing point than when the EGR 1s admatted to
an LP mixing point.

Method 114X then advances to 134, where an EGR flow
rate 1s sensed. The EGR flow rate may be sensed by iterro-
gating any suitable sensor responsive to the EGR flow rate,
such as EGR flow sensor 50 of engine systems 10 or 52. Inone
embodiment, different sensors may be interrogated depend-
ing on the position of an EGR-directing valve or two-way
EGR selector valve in the engine system. In other embodi-
ments, however, the very same sensor may be interrogated
and used to sense EGR flow rate regardless of the position of
the EGR-directing valve. In other words, the same sensor may
be used to sense HP EGR flow when the HP EGR loop 1s in
use, and, to sense LP EGR tlow when the LP EGR loop 1s in
use.

Method 114X then advances to 136, where 1t 1s determined
whether the EGR flow rate sensed in the previous step 1s
greater than the upper threshold determined previously 1n the
method. If 1t 1s determined that the EGR flow rate 1s greater
than the upper threshold, then the method advances to 138,
where the motor of an EGR control valve 1n the engine system
1s rotated to increase the EGR flow rate. However, 1t it 1s
determined that the EGR flow rate 1s not greater than the
upper threshold, then the method advances to 140, where it 1s
determined whether the EGR flow rate 1s less than the lower
threshold determined previously in the method. I1 1t 1s deter-
mined that the EGR flow rate 1s less than the lower threshold,
then the motor of the EGR control valve 1s rotated to reduce
the EGR flow rate. Otherwise, or following steps 138 or 142,
method 114X returns.
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FIG. 18 1llustrates another example method 144 for induct-
ing air into an engine of a turbocharged engine system 1n one
embodiment. The method begins at 134, where the EGR flow
rate 1s sensed, as described previously. The method then
advances to 146, where 1t 1s determined whether the EGR
flow rate 1n the engine system is less than a desired EGR tlow
rate. The desired EGR flow rate may be computed based on
various engine operating conditions and sensor outputs,
including emissions-control sensor outputs. If it 1s deter-
mined that the EGR flow rate 1s not less than the desired EGR
flow rate, then the method advances to 148, where 1t 1s deter-
mined whether a compressor surge condition 1s indicated. 111t
1s determined that a compressor surge condition 1s indicated,
whether by detecting an actual compressor surge or by deter-
mining that current engine conditions (e.g., air-intake mass
flow, manifold air pressure) are predictive of compressor
surge, then the method advances to 150. At 150, one or more
of an EGR control valve, an EGR-diverting valve, and an
LP-take off valve 1in the engine system are adjusted 1n order to
route exhaust gas from an HP take-off point to an LP mixing
point. In one embodiment, the valves can be adjusted so as to
route EGR from an HP take-oif point upstream of the turbine
to an LP mixing point upstream of the compressor. Step 150
of method 144 may also be enacted from 146, when 1t 1s
determined that the EGR flow rate 1in the engine system 1s less
than the desired EGR flow rate. Following 150, or when 1t 1s
determined that a compressor surge condition 1s not 1ndi-
cated, method 144 returns.

FIG. 19 illustrates an example method 152 for routing
intake air to a combustion chamber of an engine in one
embodiment. In the illustrated method, intake air 1s drawn
from an air cleaner, through an 1intake port, and delivered to an
intake valve coupled at the downstream end of the intake port.
To this end, the intake air 1s inducted through a multifunction
throttle valve, which 1s coupled at the upstream end of the
intake port. Structurally, the throttle valve may have some or
all of the features ascribed to the forgoing embodiments: the
throttle valve may have a rotatable throttle barrel and a barrel
bore formed therein; the barrel bore may be configured to
selectively couple the upstream end of the mtake port to the
intake mamifold and to the air cleaner; the throttle barrel may
be slidably sealed against a partition formed 1n the intake port,
such that the barrel bore communicates selectably with
complementary first and second flow areas of the intake port.

Method 152 may admit of various entry conditions. For
example, the engine system may be operating when the
method 1s entered upon, and the intake manifold may be filled
with a mixture of fresh air and recirculated exhaust. In one
embodiment, the mixture may be compressed to above atmo-
spheric pressure, as would be expected for an engine system
operating under boosted conditions. In another embodiment,
the mixture may be at or near atmospheric pressure, as would
occur 1 a wastegate were opened prior to execution of the
method.

Method 152 begins at 154, where the speed and load of the
engine are sensed. The speed and load may be sensed by
interrogating engine system sensors. In some embodiments,
suitable surrogates or predictors of engine speed and/or load
may be sensed. For example, an output of a manifold air
pressure sensor may be sensed and used as a predictor of
engine load. The method then advances to 156, where it 1s
determined whether the engine load 1s below a threshold. In
one embodiment, the threshold may correspond to the hori-
zontal, constant-load line drawn above region 74 of F1G. 5. If
the engine load 1s below the threshold, then the method
advances to 158, where the throttle barrel 1s rotated to a
fresh-air inducting, high-tumble rotation, which results 1n
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fresh air being supplied upstream of the throttle valve at
relatively high tumble. In one embodiment, the fresh-air
inducting, high-tumble rotation may be one of a plurality of
fresh-air inducting, high-tumble rotations of the throttle
valve. Accordingly, the amount of fresh air supplied upstream
of the intake valve may be adjusted by rotating the throttle
barrel among such rotations. The method then advances to
160, where adjustment of intake and/or exhaust valve timing
to promote internal EGR 1s enabled. Such adjustment may
include advancing the closure of one or more exhaust valves
and/or retarding the opening of one or more intake valves.
The method then advances to 162, where external HP and LP
EGR are disabled.

However, if 1t 1s determined at 156 that the engine load 1s
not less than the threshold, then method 152 advances to 164,
where 1t 1s determined whether the operating point of the
engine 1s 1n the highest speed-load region. In one embodi-
ment, the highest speed-load region may correspond to region
80 of FIG. §. IT the operating point 1s 1n the highest speed-load
region, then the method advances to 166, where external LP
EGR 1s disabled, and to 168, where external HP EGR 1s
enabled. The method then advances to 170, where the throttle
barrel 1s rotated to a mixture-inducting low-tumble rotation,
which results in a mixture of intake air and HP EGR being
supplied upstream of the throttle valve at relatively low
tumble. In one embodiment, the mixture-inducting, low-
tumble rotation may be one of a plurality of mixture-induct-
ing, low-tumble rotations of the throttle valve. Accordingly,
the amount of the mixture supplied upstream of the intake
valve may be adjusted by rotating the throttle barrel among
such rotations. Such adjustment may be responsive to any
suitable operating parameter of the engine system. For
example, the amount of the mixture may increase as engine
load 1increases and decrease as engine load decreases. Further,
various surrogates or predictors of engine load may be used—
pedal position, manifold air pressure, etc. In this manner, the
throttle barrel may be rotated to supply an increased amount
of the mixture upstream of the intake valve during higher
engine load conditions, and a decreased amount of the mix-
ture upstream of the intake valve during lower engine load
conditions.

However, 11 1t 1s determined at 164 that the operating point
of the engine 1s not 1n the highest speed-load region, then
method 152 advances to 172, where external HP EGR 1s
disabled, and to 174, where external LP EGR 1s enabled. The
method then advances to 176, where 1t 1s determined whether
the operating point of the engine 1s 1n the lowest speed-load
region. In one embodiment, the lowest speed-load region may
correspond to region 76 of FIG. 5. I1 the operating point 1s 1n
the lowest speed-load region, then the method advances to
178, where the throttle barrel 1s rotated to a mixture-inducting
high-tumble rotation, which results 1n a mixture of intake air
and external LP EGR being supplied upstream of the throttle
valve at relatively high tumble. In one embodiment, the mix-
ture-inducting, high-tumble rotation may be one of a plurality
of mixture-inducting, high-tumble rotations of the throttle
valve. Accordingly, the amount of the mixture supplied
upstream of the intake valve may be adjusted by rotating the
throttle barrel among such rotations. Such adjustment may be
responsive to any suitable operating parameter of the engine
system, as noted above.

However, if 1t 1s determined at 164 that the operating point
of the engine 1s not 1n the lowest speed-load region, then the
method advances to 180, where the throttle barrel 1s rotated to
a mixture-inducting low-tumble rotation, which results 1n a
mixture of mtake air and external LP EGR being supplied
upstream of the throttle valve at a relatively low tumble. Thus,
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method 152 allows adjustment of the degree of tumble 1n the
mixture or in the fresh air supplied upstream of the intake
valve. Such adjusting may comprise increasing the degree of
tumble during lower engine speed conditions, and decreasing
the degree of tumble during higher engine speed conditions.

Following the actions taken at 162, 170, 178, or 180, method
152 returns.

Method 152 includes various barrel rotations—at 158, 170,
178, and 180, for example. The barrel rotations are enacted 1n
response to changing operating conditions of the engine sys-
tem, such as engine speed and/or load. In general, such oper-
ating conditions may change gradually or suddenly; accord-
ingly, the illustrated method and the engine systems that
enable 1t are suited to respond to both kinds of change. For
example, the barrel-type throttle valve may be configured so
that an appropriate response to a TIP-out condition (abruptly
decreasing engine load) may comprise less than one quarter
turn of the throttle barrel, as noted hereinabove. Such a rota-
tion may be enacted rapidly, causing fresh air from the air
cleaner to be inducted into the combustion chambers of the
engine, mstead of the charged air/EGR mixture that may be
present 1n the itake manifold.

It will be understood that the example control and estima-
tion routines disclosed herein may be used with various sys-
tem configurations. These routines may represent one or more
different processing strategies such as event-driven, inter-
rupt-driven, multi-tasking, multi-threading, and the like. As
such, the disclosed process steps (operations, functions, and/
or acts) may represent code to be programmed 1nto computer
readable storage medium 1n an electronic control system.

It will be understood that some of the process steps
described and/or 1llustrated herein may in some embodiments
be omitted without departing from the scope of this disclo-
sure. Likewise, the imndicated sequence of the process steps
may not always be required to achieve the intended results,
but 1s provided for ease of 1llustration and description. One or
more of the 1llustrated actions, functions, or operations may
be performed repeatedly, depending on the particular strategy
being used.

Finally, it will be understood that the articles, systems and
methods described herein are exemplary in nature, and that
these specific embodiments or examples are not to be consid-
ered 1n a limiting sense, because numerous variations are
contemplated. Accordingly, this disclosure includes all novel
and non-obvious combinations and sub-combinations of the
various systems and methods disclosed herein, as well as any
and all equivalents thereof.

The invention claimed 1s:

1. An engine system comprising;:

an air cleaner:

a combustion chamber coupled to an intake port of a cyl-

inder of an engine;

an 1ntake manifold configured to receive air from the air

cleaner, and, under some conditions, to receive exhaust
from the combustion chamber; and

a multifunction, barrel-type throttle valve having a first

inlet, a second 1nlet, and an outlet, the first inlet coupled
to the intake manifold, the second inlet coupled to the air
cleaner, and the outlet coupled to the intake port.

2. The engine system of claim 1, further comprising a valve
actuator mechanically coupled to the throttle valve and an
clectronic control system operatively coupled to the valve
actuator, wherein the electronic control system 1s configured
to control flow from the first and second inlets to the outlet by
commanding rotation of the valve actuator, wherein the
intake port comprises an intake conduit, and wherein the
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combustion chamber comprises an intake valve coupled to
the intake conduit and an exhaust valve coupled to an exhaust
manifold.

3. The engine system of claim 2, wherein the intake conduit
comprises a partition configured to segregate a first flow area
of the intake conduit from a second flow area of the intake
conduit and to gmide each segregated tlow to the intake valve,
and wherein the electronic control system 1s further config-
ured to control whether the outlet communicates with one or
both of the first and second flow areas by commanding rota-
tion of the valve actuator.

4. The engine system of claim 3, wherein the throttle valve
comprises a rotatable throttle barrel and a barrel bore formed
therein, the barrel bore configured to couple an upstream end
ol the 1intake conduait to the intake manifold at a first rotation
ol the throttle barrel, and to couple the upstream end of the
intake conduit to the air cleaner at a second rotation of the
throttle barrel, the throttle barrel slidably sealed against the
partition such that the barrel bore communicates with the first
flow area at a third rotation of the throttle barrel and with the
first and second flow areas at a fourth rotation of the throttle
barrel.

5. The engine system of claim 2, wherein at least one of the
intake valve and the exhaust valve are configured to open and
close according to an adjustable timing, and wherein the
adjustable timing 1s controlled by the electronic control sys-
tem to regulate an amount of exhaust present 1n the combus-
tion chamber at a time of 1gnition.

6. The engine system of claim 1, further comprising an
exhaust-gas recirculation cooler, wheremn the exhaust
received 1nto the intake manifold 1s drawn through the
exhaust-gas recirculation cooler.

7. The engine system of claim 1, wherein the intake mani-
told 1s coupled downstream of a compressor.

8. The engine system of claim 7, wherein the compressor 1s
mechanically coupled to an exhaust-driven turbine.

9. The engine system of claim 8, further comprising an
exhaust-gas recirculation conduit configured to transport the
exhaust to a locus upstream of the compressor from a locus
downstream of the turbine.

10. A multifunction throttle valve for an intake port of an
engine, the intake port having an upstream end and a down-
stream end, the downstream end fluidically coupled to a com-
bustion chamber of the engine via an intake valve, the throttle
valve comprising;

a throttle body having an outlet configured to couple to the
upstream end of the intake port, a first inlet configured to
couple to a first air source, and a second 1nlet configured
to couple to a second air source;

a throttle barrel rotatably coupled 1nto the throttle body and
having a barrel bore, the barrel bore aligning with the
first inlet at a first rotation of the throttle barrel, with the
second 1nlet at a second rotation of the throttle barrel,
and with the outlet at the first and second rotations of the
throttle barrel; and

a partition formed in the outlet, extending across the outlet,
and dividing the outlet into complementary first and
second zones, the partition slidably sealed against the
throttle barrel such that the barrel bore aligns with the
first zone at a third rotation of the throttle barrel and with
the first and second zones at a fourth rotation of the
throttle barrel, the partition configured to segregate tlow
through the first zone from flow through the second zone
and to guide each segregated flow to the intake valve.
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11. The throttle valve of claim 10, wherein the first air
source 1s an intake manifold of the engine, and the second air
source 1s an air cleaner.

12. The throttle valve of claim 10, wherein the first, second,
third, and fourth rotations of the throttle barrel are among a
plurality of substantially continuous rotations of the throttle
barrel within the throttle body.

13. A method for routing intake air to a combustion cham-
ber of an engine, the intake air drawn from an air cleaner,
through an 1intake conduit, and delivered to an intake valve at
a downstream end of the intake conduit, the method compris-
ng:

inducting the intake air through a multifunction throttle

valve coupled to an upstream end of the intake conduit,
the throttle valve having a rotatable throttle barrel and a
barrel bore formed therein, the barrel bore selectively
coupling the upstream end of the intake conduit to an
intake manifold and to the air cleaner, the throttle barrel
slidably sealed against a partition formed 1n the intake
conduit, such that the barrel bore communicates select-
ably with complementary first and second tlow areas of
the intake conduit;

filling the intake manifold with a mixture of fresh air and

recirculated exhaust;

during a first operating condition, rotating the throttle bar-

rel to a first rotation to supply the mixture upstream of
the intake valve;

during a second operating condition, rotating the throttle

barrel to a second rotation to supply only fresh air
upstream of the intake valve.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising, during the
first operating condition, rotating the throttle barrel to adjust
an amount of the mixture supplied upstream of the intake
valve, and during the second operating condition, rotating the
throttle barrel to adjust an amount of fresh air supplied
upstream of the intake valve.

15. The method of claim 13, further comprising rotating the
throttle valve to adjust a degree of tumble 1n the mixture or in
the fresh air supplied upstream of the intake valve.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein said adjusting com-
prises increasing the degree of tumble during lower engine
speed conditions, and decreasing the degree of tumble during
higher engine speed conditions.

17. The method of claim 15, wherein rotating the throttle
valve to adjust the degree of tumble comprises: during a third
operating condition, rotating the throttle barrel to a third
rotation to supply the mixture to just one of the first and
second tlow areas; during a fourth operating condition, rotat-
ing the throttle barrel to a fourth rotation to supply the mixture
to both the first and second flow areas; and during a fifth
operating condition, rotating the throttle barrel to a fifth rota-
tion to supply fresh air to just one of the first and second flow
areas.

18. The method of claim 13, wherein the first and second
rotations are separated by less than one quarter turn of the
throttle barrel.

19. The method of claim 13, further comprising rotating the
throttle barrel from the first rotation to the second rotation
during tip-out conditions.

20. The method of claim 13, further comprising rotating the
throttle barrel to supply an increased amount of the mixture
upstream of the itake valve during higher engine load con-
ditions, and a decreased amount of the mixture upstream of
the intake valve during lower engine load conditions.
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