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1
RECYCLING ASPHALT APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims benefit from U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 61/192,757, entitled “Apparatus for
Recycling Asphalt,” filed on Sep. 22, 2008, which 1s hereby

incorporated by reference 1n its entirety.

BACKGROUND

Asphalt (and other surface pavement materials such as
macadam and tarmac) covers many surfaces such as road-
ways, runways and parking lots. Over time, wear and tear
from vehicle traffic, weather, and oxidation, occurs and leads
to cracks, bumps, dips, ruts and other irregularities 1n the
asphalt. These unwanted formations are both an eyesore and
a safety hazard that 1s dangerous to traffic.

There are anumber of ways to refinish asphalt surfaces and
to remove the unwanted 1rregularities. For example, a com-
mon method for repairing damaged asphalt includes remov-
ing the damaged asphalt from a surface and replacing 1t with
new asphalt. The old asphalt 1s discarded and new asphalt
material 1s used to refinish the surface. While this method 1s
elfective 1n renewing damaged asphalt surfaces, 1t 1s neither
cost efficient nor environmentally friendly.

To address environmental and cost 1ssues, systems have
been developed that recycle at least a portion of the removed
asphalt and reapply 1t to the refinished surface. These systems
reduce material costs, eliminate waste and dumping costs,
and are more environmentally conscious. These systems,
however, do not effectively break up, remove, and reuse all
existing asphalt and still typically requires the use of new
asphalt.

One method of recycling and reapplying asphalt 1s Hot
In-Place Recycling (“HIR”). Unlike cold recycling methods,
HIR 1nvolves a first step of heating the damaged asphalt to
soiten the upper layer to a predetermined depth. Exemplary
methods of heating asphalt are disclosed 1n U.S. Pat. No.
3,970,404. The heated layer of damaged asphalt 1s then
removed through a scarification process. Commonly,
between one and two inches of the top layer 1s removed during
scarification. The removed asphalt 1s fed to a mixer that siits
out large, unusable pieces of asphalt, leaving only small,
workable pieces. New material or reconditioning agents may
be added to the reclaimed asphalt during the mixing process.
The combination of old material and new additives 1s heated
to enhance blending. The new mixture 1s then reapplied to the
surface and compacted and smoothed by a steamroller while
the surface 1s still hot.

HIR 1s an effective method for recycling damaged asphalt.
However, several limitations exist in traditional HIR meth-
ods. One drawback 1s that multiple separate machines are
traditionally required to perform the HIR process, including
heating machines, scarifying machines, repaving machines
and smoothing machines. The multiple machines increase
both time and cost of repaving jobs. Another drawback 1s that
the process of recycling and repaving asphalt 1s very slow,
often moving at speeds of less than 10 feet per minute. Fur-
ther, HIR 1s an inferior system for removing and reclaiming,
the damaged asphalt and requires more additives for the
recycled asphalt. Thus, a need exists for an improved method

and system for recycling and reapplying asphalt.

SUMMARY

An apparatus for repaving an asphalt surface 1s provided.
The apparatus includes a base carried on a plurality of wheels
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and a center mill connected to the base. The center mill may
include a plurality of teeth members to break up the asphalt
surface and a plurality of lip members and paddles to lift the
broken asphallt.

In an embodiment the apparatus includes additional com-
ponents to assist 1n reconditioning the asphalt surface. For
example, the apparatus may include a heater to heat and
solten the damaged asphalt surface. The apparatus may fur-
ther include a series of circular blades to scarily the asphalt
surface and funnel broken asphalt towards the center mill. A
mixer may be connected to the base to receive reclaimed
asphalt and recondition the reclaimed asphalt to be reapplied
to the surface.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Objects and advantages together with the operation of the
invention may be better understood by reference to the fol-
lowing detailed description taken 1n connection with the fol-
lowing 1llustrations, wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates a top view of an asphalt recycling
machine.

FIG. 2 illustrates a side view of an asphalt recycling
machine.

FIG. 3A illustrates a pair of frame structures and an articu-
lation pin associated with an asphalt recycling machine.

FIG. 3B illustrates a pair of end covers associated with an
asphalt recycling machine.

FIG. 4 illustrates a wheel liit associated with an asphalt
recycling machine.

FIG. 5 1llustrates a heater associated with an asphalt recy-
cling machine.

FIG. 6 illustrates a series of blades associated an asphalt
recycling machine.

FIG. 7 1llustrates a center mill associated with an asphalt
recycling machine.

FIG. 8 illustrates a center mill and mill box associated with
an asphalt recycling machine.

FIG. 9 illustrates a mixer associated with an asphalt recy-
cling machine.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PR
EMBODIMENTS

(L]
=]

ERRED

An apparatus and method for reconditioning and recycling
an asphalt surface 1s provided. The apparatus 10, as 1llustrated
in FIG. 1, includes a base 12 for supporting various compo-
nents to reclaim and recycle an asphalt surface. An example
arrangement of the components of the apparatus 10 1s shown
in FIG. 2.

The base 12 may include a plurality of frame structures
connected together. For example, the base 12 may include a
first frame structure connected to a second frame structure as
shown 1n FIG. 1. Alternatively, the base 12 may comprise a
single unitary frame structure to support the various compo-
nents. Moreover, 1t will be understood that the apparatus may
include any number of frame structures.

The frame structures may be connected by an articulation
pin 14. (FIGS. 3A and 3B.) For example, the first frame
structure may include a first tapered section 15 having an
opening 16. The opening 16 may be configured to recerve a
connecting device, such as the articulation pin 14, therein.
The second frame structure may include a second tapered
section 17 having an opening 18. As shown 1n FIG. 3B, a first
cover 19 having an opening 20 may connect to the first
tapered section 15 such that opening 16 and opening 20 are
aligned. A second cover 21 having an opeming 22 may con-
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nect to the second tapered section 17 such that opening 18 and
opening 22 are aligned. The first tapered section 15 may be
configured to engage the second tapered section 20 such that
openings 16 and 20 are aligned with openings 18 and 22 to
receive the articulation pin 14. The articulation pin 14 may be
inserted through the openings 16, 18, 20, 22 thereby connect-
ing the two frame structures and allowing the frame structures
to swivel about the articulation pin 14.

The apparatus 10 also 1include a plurality of wheels 24. For
example, the apparatus 10 may include two front wheels 24
and two rear wheels 24. The apparatus 10 may alternatively
include two front wheels 24 and four rear wheels 24. (FI1G. 1.)
The apparatus 10 may include a means for driving the wheels
24 such as an engine coupled to a transmission and a drive
shaft.

The apparatus 10 may include a wheel 111t 26 connected to
one or more wheels 24 to adjust the distance between the base
and the asphalt surface. (FIG. 4.) The wheel lift 26 may
include an outer housing 28 and an mnner member 30 posi-
tioned within the outer housing 28. A wheel mount 32, con-
figured to receive the wheel 24, may connect to the 1nner
member 30. The outer housing 28 may connect to the base 12.
The wheel lift 26 includes a lifting mechanism, such as a
cylinder 34, to adjust the distance between the wheel 24 and
the base 12. The cylinder 34 may connect to the outer housing,
28 at a first end and the inner member 30 at a second end. As
the cylinder 1s adjusted, the iner member 30 moves tele-
scopically with the outer housing 28 to adjust the height of the
apparatus 10. In an embodiment, the cylinder 34 may be a
hydraulic cylinder. Alternatively, the cylinder 34 may be a
pneumatic cylinder or other type of cylinder known to those
having skill in the art. The apparatus 10 may include a pump
connected to the cylinder 34. The cylinder 34 may be adjusted
by altering pressure applied by the pump. In an embodiment,
cach wheel lift cylinder 34 may be separately controlled to
allow each wheel 24 to operate at a desired height.

The apparatus 10 includes a heater 36 connected to the
base. (FIG. 5.) The heater may heat and soften the damaged
asphalt surface. The heater 36 consists of a steel frame 38 and
steel support corners 40 configured to support a fiber insula-
tion 42. A plurality of burners 44 may be dispersed within the
fiber insulation 42. The burners 44 may be ceramic burners, or
other types of burners known 1n the art. Each burner may
include a burner tube 46 housed within a fiber block 47. The
heater 36 may be positioned angle each burner tube 46
towards the asphalt surface. The apparatus 10 may include a
tuel source, such as liquid propane. In one embodiment, the
tuel source 1s mixed with air at a ratio of 50% fuel and 50% atr.
The mixture 1s directly plumbed to the burners 44 to generate
heat. The heater 36 temperature may be adjustable to heat the
asphalt to the desired depth.

The apparatus 10 includes a series of blades 48 for scari-
tying the heated asphalt surface. (FIG. 6.) The blades 48 may
be circular or spiral in shape and connected to a blade axis 49.
Each series of blades 48 may be connected to the base 12 by
a slip-fit apparatus 50. The blades may beraised or lowered by
a cylinder 51 connected to the slip-fit apparatus 50. For
example, cylinder 51 may be extended to lower the blades 48
to engage, lift and dislodge the heated asphalt without frac-
turing the aggregate material, thus retaining the structural
integrity of the asphalt surface.

The blades 48 may be configured to channel the dislodged
asphalt towards the center of the apparatus 10. For example,
the circular blades 48 may be spirally connected around the
blade axis 49 and configured to rotate about the blade axis 49.
The rotating spiral blades 48 push dislodged asphalt towards
the center of the apparatus 10. The apparatus 10 may include
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two series of blades 48. The blades 48 may be arranged at an
angle to funnel the dislodged asphalt towards the center of the
apparatus 10. For example, the portion of the blades 48 ad;a-
cent to the cylinder 51 may be positioned towards the front of
the apparatus 10 and the portion of the blades 48 near the
center of the apparatus 10 may be positioned towards the rear
of the apparatus 10. This angled configuration allows the
dislodged asphalt to be funneled towards the center of the
apparatus 10.

The apparatus 10 includes a center mill 52 for breaking up
the dislodged asphalt. (FI1G. 7.) The center mill 52 includes a
mill body 53 with one or more teeth members 54, one or more
lip members 56, and one or more center paddles 58 connected
to a mill body 53. The teeth members 54 have sharpened tips
protruding from the mill body 53. The lip members 56 and
center paddles 58 may be flat members, protruding from the
mill body 53. The center paddles 58 may be integral with the
lip members 56 or the center paddles 538 may be unitary
members.

The teeth members 54 may be arranged in a spiral row
configuration along the mill body 53. (FIG. 7.) The lip mem-
bers 56 also may be arranged 1n a spiral row configuration and
dispersed between the spiral rows of teeth members 54. (FIG.
7.) The lip members 56 may be discontinuous near a central
portion of the mill body 33. The mill 52 may include one or
more center paddles 58 located at about the center of the mall
body 53. (FIG. 7.) The center paddles 58 may be positioned
parallel with the longitudinal axis of the maill 52.

The center mill 52 1s configured to rotate onto the asphalt
surface. For example, the mill body 53 may be generally
cylindrical in shape and configured to rotate about 1ts axis.
However, 1t will be appreciated that the mill body 53 may also
be any shape capable of rotating with respect to the asphalt
surface. The center mill 52 may further be configured to
receive scarified asphalt from the blades 48. For example, as
the center mill 52 rotates, the teeth members 54 may crush
heated asphalt into small pieces. The lip members 56 and
center paddles 58 may lift the crushed asphalt and deliver it to
other components of the apparatus 10, such as a conveyor (not
shown) to be sifted and treated.

The center mill 52 may be connected to amill box 60. (FIG.
8.) For example, a first end of the mill 52 may be connected to
a first inner wall 62 of the mill box 60, and a second end of the
center mill 52 may be connected to a second inner wall 64 of
the mill box 60. Fach end of the center mill 52 may be
rotatably secured to its respective inner wall 62, 64, such that
the center mill 52 1s capable of rotating about its axis.

Themill box 60 may be open on at least one side to partially
expose the center mill 52. The mill box 60 may be connected
to the base 12 and configured such that an open side of the mall
box 60 faces the asphalt surface, allowing the center mill 52 to
receive scarified asphalt from the blades 48.

The apparatus 10 includes a mixer 66 for reconditioning,
the reclaimed asphalt. (FIG. 9.) The mixer 66 may be
mounted to the base 12 and configured to receive asphalt from
the mill 52. In an embodiment, the mixer 66 1s mounted
parallel to the surface being refinished. The mixer may be
cylindrical 1n shape, with a hollow body. A spiral shaped
trommel 68, similar to a screw conveyor, may be mounted to
the interior of the mixer 66. The trommel 68 may include a
screen portion 70 to separate usable reclaimed asphalt from
unusable reclaimed asphalt. It will be appreciated that the
mixer 66 and trommel 68 can have any number of shapes or
configurations to maximize mixing the reclaimed asphalt.
The mixer 66 may further mix the reclaimed asphalt with a
chemical composition such as an emulsifier. The composition
may be mnserted into the mixer 66, such as by a sprayer or




US 8,016,515 B2

S

injector (not shown.) The emulsifier may be a rejuvenating oil
emulsifier having the trade name Cyclogen ME from D and D
Emulsions. Sprayers or injector known 1n the art may be
connected to the mixer to add the reconditioning agents to the
usable reclaimed asphalt. The mixer 66 may further include a
heater, such as a burner tube, extending along length of the
mixer.

In use, the apparatus 10 moves over the asphalt surface to
be refimshed. The heater 36 applies heat to soiten a top layer
of asphalt. Blades 48 engage the asphalt surface to lift and
dislodge the heated layer of asphalt. The blades 48 feed the
dislodged asphalt to the center mill 52. The teeth members 54
ol the rotating center mill 52 also lift and dislodge the asphalt
and further break up the asphalt into small pieces. The lip
members 56 and center paddles 58 receive the dislodged
asphalt and feed it into the mixer 66. The trommel 1nside the
mixer 66 separates small workable pieces of reclaimed
asphalt from larger, unworkable pieces of reclaimed asphalt.
The mixer 66 also mixes the reclaimed asphalt with a com-
position such as an emulsifier. The reclaimed asphalt may be
turther heated, and reconditioning agents or new material
may be added. The reconditioned asphalt 1s deposited from
the mixer 66 back onto the milled surface. Typical systems
and methods such as steamrolling, compaction, or other roll-
ing means may be used to smooth out and compact the recon-
ditioned asphalt.

The mvention has been described with reference to the
embodiments. Obviously, modifications and alternations will
occur to others upon a reading and understanding of this
specification. The claims as follows are intended to include all
modifications and alterations imsofar as they come within the
scope of the claim or an equivalent thereof.

We claim:

1. An apparatus for treating an asphalt surface comprising:

a base connected to a plurality of wheels; and

a center mill connected to said base, said center mill com-

prising:

a cylindrical body;

a plurality of teeth members protruding from said cylin-
drical body and arranged 1n one or more rows extend-
ing around the cylindrical body, wherein said teeth
members are capable of breaking up said asphalt sur-
face;

a plurality of flat lip members protruding from said
cylindrical body and positioned between said rows of
teeth members, wherein said flat lip members are
capable of lifting broken pieces of asphalt surface;
and

a plurality of center paddles protruding from a central
portion of said cylindrical body and positioned
between said flat lip members to lift, wherein said
center paddles are capable of lifting broken pieces of
asphalt surface.

2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said teeth members are
capable of engaging and breaking up said asphalt surface.

3. The apparatus of claims 2 wherein said flat lip members
and center paddles are capable of lifting said broken asphalt.
4. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a heater.

5. The apparatus of claim 4 wherein said heater utilizes a
tuel mixture ratio of 50% fuel and 50% arr.

6. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein at least a portion of
said plurality of teeth members are arranged 1n a spiral con-
figuration.

7. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said center paddles are
arranged around a central portion of said cylindrical body.

8. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a series of
circular blades connected to said base.
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9. The apparatus of claim 8 comprising a first series of
circular blades connected to said base on a first side of said
center mill and a second series of circular blades connected to
said base on a second side of said center mull.

10. An apparatus for treating an asphalt surface compris-
ng:

a base connected to a plurality of wheels;

a center mill connected to said base, said center mill com-

prising:

a cylindrical body;

a plurality of teeth members protruding from said cylin-
drical body and arranged 1n one or more rows extend-
ing around the cylindrical body, said teeth members
capable of breaking up said asphalt surface;

a plurality of flat lip members protruding from said
cylindrical body and positioned between said rows of
teeth members, wherein said flat lip members are
capable of lifting broken pieces of asphalt surface;
and

a plurality of flat center paddles protruding from a cen-
tral portion of said cylindrical body and positioned
between said flat lip members, wherein said center
paddles are capable of lifting broken pieces of asphalt
surface;

a mixer connected to said base, said mixer comprising:

a housing including a screen portion;

a trommel mounted within said housing;

wherein said mixer 1s capable recerving broken pieces of
said asphalt surface and reconditioning said pieces of
said asphalt surface to be reapplied to said surface.

11. The apparatus of claim 10 wherein said mixer includes

a burner tube extending along a length of said mixer.

12. The apparatus of claim 10 wherein said mixer includes
a device for injecting emulsifiers mto said mixer.

13. The apparatus of claim 10 further comprising a heater
connected to said base.

14. The apparatus of claim 13 wherein said heater utilizes
a fuel mixture ratio of 50% fuel and 50% arr.

15. An apparatus for treating an asphalt surface compris-
ng:

a base connected to a plurality of wheels;

a wheel lift connected to at least one of said wheels, said
wheel lift comprising a first housing connected to said
base, a second housing connected to said wheel and a
cylinder, wherein said cylinder i1s capable of changing
the distance between said wheel and said base; and

a center mill connected to said base, said center mill com-
prising:

a cylindrical body;

a plurality of teeth members protruding from said cylin-
drical body and arranged 1n one or more rows extend-
ing around the cylindrical body, wherein said teeth
members are capable of breaking up said asphalt sur-
face:

a plurality of flat lip members protruding from said
cylindrical body and positioned between said rows of
teeth members, wherein said flat lip members are
capable of lifting broken pieces of asphalt surface;
and

a plurality of center paddles protruding from a central
portion of said cylindrical body and positioned
between said flat lip members, wherein said center
paddles are capable of lifting broken pieces of asphalt
surface.

16. The apparatus of claim 15 wherein at least two of said

wheels include a wheel lift connected thereto.
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17. The apparatus of claim 16 wherein each of said wheel
lifts 1s capable of being independently adjusted.

18. The apparatus of claim 15 wherein said base 1s com-
prised of a first frame portion and a second frame portion.

19. The apparatus of claim 18 wherein said first frame
portion and said second frame portion are connected by an

articulating pin.

8

20. The apparatus of claim 19 wherein said first frame
portion includes a tapered end and said second frame portion
includes a tapered end.
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