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(57) ABSTRACT

A non-volatile semiconductor memory device comprises a
plurality of memory cells, each including a semiconductor
substrate, a first insulating film formed on the semiconductor
substrate, a floating gate formed on the semiconductor sub-
strate with the iclusion of the first insulating film, a second
insulating film formed on the floating gate, and a control gate
formed on the floating gate with the inclusion of the second
insulating film; an element 1solation isulating film formed 1n
the semiconductor substrate and extending 1n a gate-length
direction to isolate between memory cells adjoining 1n a
gate-width direction; and an air gap formed on the element

1solation msulating film and between floating gates adjoining
in the gate-width direction.

10 Claims, 15 Drawing Sheets
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NON-VOLATILE SEMICONDUCTOR
MEMORY DEVICE AND METHOD OF
MANUFACTURING THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application 1s based upon and claims the benefit of
prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2007-127615, filed on
May 14, 2007, the entire contents of which are incorporated
herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a non-volatile semiconduc-
tor memory device with element 1solation trenches formed to
provide 1solation between elements and method of manufac-
turing the same.

2. Description of the Related Art

Non-volatile semiconductor memory devices include elec-
trically erasable programmable EEPROMSs as known. In gen-
eral, an EEPROM comprises memory cells each including a
MOS transistor with a stacked-gate structure of a tloating gate
serving as a charge accumulation layer and a control gate
stacked.

Most suitable one for achieving large capacity among the
EEPROMSs 1s an NAND-type EEPROM. The NAND-type
EEPROM comprises plural memory cells serially connected
such that adjacent ones share a source/drain diffused layer,
thereby configuring an NAND cell unit. Plural such NAND
cell units are arrayed to configure an NAND cell array. Both
ends of each NAND cell unit are connected via respective
selection gate transistors to a bit line and a common source
line.

Floating gates are separated from each other on a memory
cell basis while control gates are continuously patterned as a
word line (control gate line) common to memory cells
arranged 1n one direction. Gate electrodes on the selection
gate transistors are similarly arranged as a selection gate line
in parallel with the word line. The selection gate transistor on
the drain side in the NAND cell unit has a diffused layer,
which 1s connected to a bit line arranged to cross the word
line. The selection gate transistor on the source side in the
NAND cell unit has a diffused layer, which 1s connected to a
common source line.

Such the EEPROM causes a problem associated with inter-
ference between floating gates due to capacitive coupling
between cells as memory cells are integrated at a higher
density. A technology of reducing the interference between
floating gates has been known in an NAND flash memory that
includes a low-permittivity oxide or an air gap formed
between floating gates 1n plural memory cells serially con-
nected to configure an NAND cell unit. (Daewoong Kang et

al., “Improving the Cell Characteristics Using Low-k Gate
Spacer in 1 Gb NAND Flash Memory™, 2006 IEDM Dag., pp.
1001-1004, December 2006.)

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An aspect of the present invention provides a non-volatile
semiconductor memory device, comprising: a plurality of
memory cells, each including a semiconductor substrate, a
first insulating film formed on the semiconductor substrate, a
floating gate formed on the semiconductor substrate with the
inclusion of the first insulating film, a second insulating film
tormed on the floating gate, and a control gate formed on the
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2

tfloating gate with the inclusion of the second insulating film;
an element 1solation insulating film formed 1n the semicon-
ductor substrate and extending 1n a gate-length direction to
1solate between memory cells adjoining in a gate-width direc-
tion; and an air gap formed on the element 1solation imnsulating
film and between floating gates adjoining 1n the gate-width
direction.

Another aspect of the present invention provides a non-
volatile semiconductor memory device, comprising: a
memory cell array having a plurality of memory cell columns,
which are arranged into a matrix on a semiconductor sub-
strate, each having a plurality of memory cells, which are
arranged 1n a first direction, each having a stacked-gate struc-
ture of a floating gate and a control gate stacked with a
insulating layer disposed therebetween, the control gate
extending 1n a second direction orthogonal to the first direc-
tion to form a word line which 1s commonly used by a plu-
rality of memory cells adjoining in the second direction; and
a shallow trench 1solation formed 1n the semiconductor sub-
strate and extending 1n the first direction to 1solate between a
plurality of memory cells adjoining in the second direction
cach other, wherein an air gap 1s formed 1n a crossing portion
of the word line and the shallow trench 1solation and between
the word line and the shallow trench 1solation.

Yet another aspect of the present imvention provides a
method of manufacturing a non-volatile semiconductor
memory device, comprising: forming a first insulating film on
a semiconductor substrate; forming on the first insulating film
a first electrode layer to be turned 1nto a floating gate; forming
an element 1solation trench extending from the first electrode
layer 1nto the semiconductor substrate to define an element
forming region in the semiconductor substrate; forming a
buried film 1n the element 1solation trench 1n the semiconduc-
tor substrate; forming a second insulating film on the first
clectrode layer and the buried film; forming on the second
insulating film a second electrode layer to be turned mto a
control gate; selectively removing the second electrode layer
to form said control gate crossing the element forming region
and the element i1solation trench; selectively removing the
second msulating film 1n a region not covered with the control
gate; selectively removing an upper layer of the buried film
alter selectively removing the second insulating film; and

selectively removing the first electrode layer in a region not
covered with the control gate to form the floating gate.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a plan view of a cell region in an NAND-type
EEPROM (non-volatile semiconductor memory device)
according to a first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 1s a cross-sectional view taken along I-I' line 1in FIG.
1.

FIG. 3 1s a cross-sectional view taken along II-II' line 1n
FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 1s a cross-sectional view taken along III-11I' line 1n
FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 1s a cross-sectional view showing the NAND-type
EEPROM 1n order of process step.

FIG. 6 15 a cross-sectional view showing the NAND-type
EEPROM 1n order of process step.

FIG. 7 15 a cross-sectional view showing the NAND-type
EEPROM 1n order of process step.

FIG. 8 15 a cross-sectional view showing the NAND-type
EEPROM 1n order of process step.

FIG. 9 15 a cross-sectional view showing the NAND-type
EEPROM 1n order of process step.
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FIG. 10 1s a cross-sectional view showing the NAND-type
EEPROM 1n order of process step.

FIG. 11 1s a cross-sectional view showing the NAND-type
EEPROM 1n order of process step.

FIG. 12 1s a cross-sectional view showing the NAND-type
EEPROM 1n order of process step.

FIG. 13 1s a cross-sectional view showing the NAND-type
EEPROM 1n order of process step.

FIGS. 14A and 14B are cross-sectional views showing the
NAND-type EEPROM 1n order of process step.

FI1G. 15 1s a cross-sectional view showing the NAND-type
EEPROM 1n order of process step.

FIGS. 16A and 16B are cross-sectional views showing the
NAND-type EEPROM 1n order of process step.

FI1G. 17 1s a cross-sectional view showing the NAND-type
EEPROM 1n order of process step.

FIGS. 18A and 18B are cross-sectional views showing the
NAND-type EEPROM 1n order of process step.

FIG. 19 1s a cross-sectional view showing the NAND-type
EEPROM 1n order of process step.

FIGS. 20A and 20B are cross-sectional views showing the
NAND-type EEPROM 1n order of process step.

FI1G. 21 1s a cross-sectional view showing the NAND-type
EEPROM 1n order of process step.

FIGS. 22A and 22B are cross-sectional views showing the
NAND-type EEPROM 1n order of process step.

FI1G. 23 1s a cross-sectional view showing the NAND-type
EEPROM 1n order of process step.

FIGS. 24A and 24B are cross-sectional views showing the
NAND-type EEPROM 1n order of process step.

FIGS. 25A and 25B are cross-sectional views for 1llustrat-
ing a problem associated with an NAND-type EEPROM of
the prior art.

FIG. 26 1s a cross-sectional view for 1llustrating the prob-
lem associated with the NAND-type EEPROM of the prior
art.

FI1G. 27 1s a cross-sectional view for illustrating the prob-
lem associated with the NAND-type EEPROM of the prior
art.

FI1G. 28 15 a cross-sectional view showing part of a process
step of manufacturing an NAND-type EEPROM according to
a second embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
EMBODIMENTS

L1

The embodiments of the invention will now be described
with reference to the drawings.

First Embodiment Structure

FIG. 1 1s a plan view of a cell region 1n an NAND-type
EEPROM (non-volatile semiconductor memory device)
according to a first embodiment of the present invention.

In the cell region there are formed plural bit lines BL
extending 1n the longitudinal direction 1n the figure. In a lower
layer than the bit lines BL there are formed selection gates
SGD, SGS and a common source line CELSRC laterally
extending and crossing the bit lines BL at right angles. In
addition, there are formed plural word lines WL sandwiched
between the selection gates SGD, SGS and extending 1n par-
allel with the selection gates SGD, SGS.

A plurality of memory cells MC are formed beneath each
of intersections of the plurality of word lines WL and bit lines
BL, and selection gate transistors SG1, SG2 are formed
beneath each of intersections ol the selection gates SGD, SGS

and the bit lines BL..
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Here a plurality of memory cells MC are serially connected
in a direction of the bit lines BL to form a memory cell column
(a NAND cell unit). Both ends of the memory cell column are
connected via respective selection gate transistors SG1 and
S(G2 to a bit line BL and a common source line CELSRC. As
shown 1n FIG. 1, these memory cell columns are arranged 1n
a direction of the word line WL to form a memory cell block
(a NAND block). In addition, though 1t 1s not shown, plural
memory cell columns are generally arranged into a matrix to
form a memory cell array.

FIG. 2 1s a cross-sectional view of the NAND-type
EEPROM according to the present embodiment taken along
the bit line BL (I-I' section of FIG. 1). FIG. 3 1s a cross-
sectional view taken along the word line WL (II-1I' section of
FIG. 1). FIG. 4 1s a cross-sectional view of a portion between
adjacent word lines 1n parallel with the word line WL (III-IIT'
section of FIG. 1).

As shown in FIGS. 2-4, on a p-type silicon substrate 10, for
example, a first insulating film or gate oxide film (tunneling
oxide film) 11, a floating gate 12 composed of polysilicon
f1lm, a second insulating film or intergate msulating film 13, a
control gate 14 composed of polysilicon film, and a silicon
nitride film 15 are stacked 1n this order to configure memory
cells MC together with the silicon substrate 10.

The floating gates 12 are separated from each other on a
memory cell MC basis. The control gates 14 are continuously
formed 1n the direction orthogonal to the bit line BL. as word
lines WL or selection gates SGD, SGS common to plural
memory cells MC or selection gate transistors SG1, SG2
arranged 1n the direction orthogonal to the bit line BL.
Although not shown 1n the figure, a short circuit1s made 1n the
selection gate transistor SG1, SG2 between the floating gate
12 and the control gate 14 to configure a usual transistor.

In a region between the bit line BL and the bit line BL 1n an
upper layer of the silicon substrate 10, element 1solation
trenches 16 are formed extending in the direction of the bit
line BL (a gate-length direction), self-aligned with the float-
ing gates 12. An element 1solation msulating film (STT (Shal-
low Trench Isolation)) 17 1s buried 1n the element 1solation
trench 16. Thus, 1n the upper layer of the silicon substrate 10,
clement forming regions 18 are defined in the form of stripes
1solated from each other in the word line WL direction (a
gate-width direction).

An upper layer of the element forming region 18 has a
portion facing the floating gate 12 via the gate oxide film 11,
in which a channel region 1n the memory cell MC 1s formed.
Between such channel regions there 1s formed an n-type
impurity-diffused region 19 serving as a drain/source shared
by adjacent memory cells MC.

A stacked body of electrodes including the gate oxide film
11, the floating gate 12, the intergate msulating film 13, the
control gate 14 and the silicon nitride film 15, and the upper
surface of the silicon substrate 10 between such stacked bod-
1es are covered with a thin silicon nitride film 20. In addition,
an interlayer insulating film 21 such as TEOS (tetracthoxysi-
lane) 1s formed thereon. The interlayer insulating film 21 fills
spaces between the stacked bodies of electrodes. The bit lines
BL are selectively formed on the interlayer insulating film 21.

An air gap 22 1s formed between the intergate msulating
film 13 and the element 1solation mnsulating film 17. The
position of the air gap 22 in the height corresponds to the
position of the tloating gate 12 to be formed.

With this configuration, the interposition of the air gap 22
between the tloating gates 12 adjoining in the word line WL
direction makes it possible to reduce the capacitive coupling
between memory cells MC to suppress the interference
between tloating gates (Yupin etlect). Desirably, the air gap
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22 ensures a height of t/3 or more 1 order to reduce the
capacitive coupling where t denotes a thickness of the tloating
gate 12.

First Embodiment Method of Manufacturing

With reference to FIGS. 5-24, a method of manufacturing,
the NAND-type EEPROM according to the above first
embodiment 1s described next.

First, as shown 1n FIG. §, the gate oxide 11 1s formed with
a thickness of, for example, 10 nm on a memory cell region of
the silicon substrate 10. A first polysilicon film 12A to be
turned nto the floating gate 12 1s formed with a thickness of,
for example, 100 nm on the gate oxide film 11. Further, a
silicon nitride 30 1s formed with a thickness of, for example,
50 nm on the first polysilicon film 12A. Then, a resist film 31
1s formed on the silicon nitride 30. The resist film 31 1s
patterned as shown 1n FIG. 6 to selectively remove the silicon
nitride 30, the first polysilicon film 12A, the gate oxide film
11 and an upper layer of the silicon substrate 10 by anisotro-
pic etching to form the element 1solation trenches 16.

Subsequently, as shown 1n FIG. 7, after removal of the
resist film 31, a first buried film or the element isolation
insulating film 17 such as STI-TEOS {ilm or the like 1s formed
over the entire surface. Then, with a stopper of the silicon
nitride 30, a process of CMP (Chemical Mechanical Polish-
ing) 1s applied to planarize the upper surface of the element
1solation 1nsulating film 17.

Next, as shown 1n FIG. 8, with a mask of the silicon nitride
30, a process of wet etching using DHF (Dilute Hydrofluoric
Acid) or RIE (Reactive Ion Etching) 1s used to recess the
upper surface of the element 1solation msulating film 17 back
to a certain height.

Thereafter, as shown 1n FIG. 9, an air-gap creation film 32
composed of a material with a larger etching rate than the
clement 1solation 1nsulating film 17, such as a polysilazan
oxide, 1s formed over the element 1solation mnsulating film 17
through the similar method to that for the element 1solation
insulating film 17. It 1s then recessed back to form a second
buried film with a thickness corresponding to the height of the
air gap 22.

Then, as shown 1n FIG. 10, after the silicon nitride 30 1s
removed by etching and then a native oxide film on the first
polysilicon film 12 A 1s removed by wet etching, the intergate
insulating film 13 of ONO (5102-SiN—S8102) or the like 1s
formed over the entire surface.

Thereafter, as shown 1 FIGS. 11 and 12, a second poly-
s1licon film 14 A to be turned 1nto the control gate 14 1s formed
with a thickness of, for example, 200 nm on the intergate
insulating {ilm 13. Then, the silicon nitride film 13 1s formed
with a thickness of, for example, around 150 nm on the
second polysilicon film.

Subsequently, as shown 1n FIGS. 13 and 14, a resist film,
not shown, 1s formed on the silicon nitride film 15 and pat-
terned. Then, the silicon nitride film 15 and the second poly-
silicon film 14 A are selectively removed by anisotropic etch-
ing to form the control gate 14.

Next, as shown 1in FIGS. 15 and 16, after removal of the
resist, the intergate msulating film 13 1s selectively removed
by anisotropic etching with a mask of the silicon nitride film
15. Thus, the air-gap creation film 32 1s exposed through the
region from which the intergate insulating film 13 1s removed.

Then, as shown in FIGS. 17 and 18, a wet etching with
DHF or the like 1s applied to selectively remove only the
air-gap creation film 32 having a larger etching rate than the
clement 1solation mnsulating film 17. As a result, as shown 1n
FIG. 18, the surface of the element 1solation insulating film 17
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appears at a portion not immediately beneath the control gate
14 to form the air gap 22 at a portion immediately beneath the
control gate 14 and located above the element 1solation 1nsu-
lating film 17.

Thereatter, as shown in FIGS. 19 and 20, with a mask ofthe
silicon nitride film 15, an anisotropic etching 1s applied to
selectively remove the first polysilicon film 12A and divide it
in the bit line BL direction to form the floating gates 12.

Further, as shown in FIGS. 21 and 22, with a mask of the
silicon nitride film 15, an anisotropic etching 1s applied to
selectively remove the gate oxide film 11, and selective 1on
implantation 1s executed to the silicon substrate 10 to form the
impurity-diffused regions 19.

Subsequently, as shown 1n FIGS. 23 and 24, the silicon
nitride film 20 1s deposited with a thickness of around 5 nm
over the entire surface and then the interlayer insulating film
21 such as TEOS 1s formed over the entire surface to fill
spaces between electrodes. In this case, the air gap 22 retains
a vacuum region because the sides 1n the bit line BL direction
are closed with the interlayer msulating film 21. Thereafter,
the bit lines BL. and required contacts and so forth are formed
to complete the EEPROM of the first embodiment.

The NAND-type EEPROM of the present embodiment
thus manufactured can form the air gap 22 between the tloat-
ing gates 12 adjoining in the word line WL direction. Accord-
ingly, 1t 1s possible to reduce the capacitive coupling between
memory cells to suppress the interference between floating,
gates.

The above manufacturing method can exert an effect as
follows.

For example, as shown i FIG. 25, an NAND-type
EEPROM of the prior art 1s not provided with the air gap 22.
A method of manufacturing the EEPROM comprises apply-
ing an anisotropic etching to selectively remove a polysilicon
f1lm 12 A other than that formed immediately beneath a con-
trol gate 14 to divide floating gates 12. At that time, as shown
in FIG. 26, an clement isolation insulating film 37 has
reverse-tapered sides of a portion protruded above a gate
oxide film 11. Accordingly, a part 12B of the polysilicon film
remains on the sides and may possibly cause leakage between
adjacent floating gates.

To prevent such the malfunction, as shown i FIG. 27, the
upper surface of the element 1solation nsulating film 37 1s
recessed back by etching as far as possible to reduce the
height of the reverse-tapered portion, prior to formation of an
intergate insulating film 13, as can be considered. Such the
excessive recessed-back element 1solation 1nsulating film 37,
however, results 1n a reduction 1n thickness of the polysilicon
film 12A, which may cause damage to the substrate on pro-
cessing the tloating gates 12.

To the contrary, the method of manufacturing EEPROMSs
of the present embodiment uses the air-gap creation film 32
having a larger selection ratio relative to the element 1solation
insulating film 17. Therefore, 1t 1s possible to sufficiently
recess back the upper surface of the element 1solation 1nsu-
lating film 17 without causing a reduction 1n thickness of the
floating gate 12 and damage to the substrate.

In this case, 1t 1s not required to etch off the air-gap creation
f1lm 32 immediately beneath the control gate 14. Rather, the
cifect can be exerted through etching to the extent suificient to
remove the air-gap creation film 32 other than that immedi-
ately beneath the control gate 14. In this case, at least part of
the air-gap creation {ilm 32 may remain immediately beneath
the control gate 14.

It 1s desirable to locate the upper surface of the element
isolation insulating film 17 at a position above the upper
surface ol the silicon substrate 10 and lower than a position t/3
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higher than the lower surface of the floating gate 12 (more
preferably, at a position 0-2 nm higher than the lower surtace
of the floating gate 12). I the upper surface of the element
1solation insulating film 17 locates below the upper surface of
the silicon substrate 10, the silicon substrate 10 on the side of
the element 1solation mnsulating film 17 1s exposed and the
silicon substrate 10 1s damaged in the step of dividing the
floating gate 12. If 1t 1s higher than the position t/3 higher than
the lower surface of the floating gate 12, the remaining prob-
lem associated with the polysilicon film 12A described above
becomes remarkable.

Second Embodiment Method of Manufacturing

FIG. 28 1s a cross-sectional view of an NAND-type
EEPROM according to another embodiment of the present
invention taken along the word line WL 1n a process step.

In this embodiment, a process of CVD, for example, 1s
applied to form an air-gap creation film 35 composed of a
carbon-based material on the element 1solation insulating
film 17 1n place of the air-gap creation film 32 of the polysi-
lazan oxide or the like as shown 1n FIG. 9. Also 1n this case,
the air-gap creation film 35 1s formed over the entire surface.
Then, 1t 1s polished by CMP with a stopper of the silicon
nitride film 30, followed by a process of wet etching or RIE
using DHF or the like to recess the air-gap creation film 35
back to a certain thickness.

The carbon-based air-gap creation film 335 can be removed
by O2 ashing. Thus, the air-gap 22 can be formed 1n the
portion where the carbon-based air-gap creation film 35 once

existed.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A method of manufacturing a non-volatile semiconduc-
tor memory device, comprising:

forming a first msulating film on a semiconductor sub-
strate;

forming on said first insulating film a first electrode layer to
be turned 1nto a tloating gate;

forming an element 1solation trench extending from said
first electrode layer into said semiconductor substrate to
define an element forming region 1n said semiconductor
substrate;

forming a first buried film and a second buried film sequen-
tially 1n said element i1solation trench 1n said semicon-
ductor substrate;

forming a second insulating film on said first electrode
layer and said second buried film;

forming on said second 1nsulating film a second electrode
layer to be turned 1nto a control gate;

selectively removing said second electrode layer to form
said control gate crossing said element forming region
and said element 1solation trench;

selectively removing said second insulating film 1n aregion
not covered with said control gate;
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removing said second buried film after selectively remov-
ing said second insulating film; and

selectively removing said first electrode layer 1n a region
not covered with said control gate to form said floating
gate.

2. The method of manufacturing a non-volatile semicon-
ductor memory device according to claim 1, wherein the
removing said second buried film includes

removing said second buried film at a portion not covered

with said control gate together with said second buried
film at a portion covered with said control gate.

3. The method of manufacturing a non-volatile semicon-
ductor memory device according to claim 1, wherein the
forming said first and second buried films in said element
1solation trench 1n said semiconductor substrate includes

forming said first buried film 1n said element i1solation

trench,

recessing an upper surface of said first buried film back to

a certain height, and

forming said second buried film with a certain thickness on

said first buried film.

4. The method of manufacturing a non-volatile semicon-
ductor memory device according to claim 3, wherein said
second buried film has a higher etching rate than said first
buried film.

5. The method of manufacturing a non-volatile semicon-
ductor memory device according to claim 4, wherein the
removing said second buried film 1includes selectively etching
oil said second buried film relative to said first buried film.

6. The method of manufacturing a non-volatile semicon-
ductor memory device according to claim 4, wherein said
second buried film 1s composed of a polysilazan oxide having
a larger etching rate than said first buried film.

7. The method of manufacturing a non-volatile semicon-
ductor memory device according to claim 4, wherein said
second buried film 1s composed of a carbon-based material
having a larger etching rate than said first buried film.

8. The method of manufacturing a non-volatile semicon-
ductor memory device according to claim 3, wherein the
upper surface of said first buried film 1s recessed back such
that 1t 1s located higher than an upper surface of said semi-
conductor substrate and lower than a position t/3 higher than
a lower surface of said floating gate where t denotes a thick-
ness of said floating gate.

9. The method of manufacturing a non-volatile semicon-
ductor memory device according to claim 3, wherein the
upper surface of said first buried film 1s recessed back such
that 1t 1s located within a range of 0-2 nm higher than a lower
surface of said floating gate.

10. The method of manufacturing a non-volatile semicon-
ductor memory device according to claim 3, wherein said
second buried film 1s formed with a thickness of t/3 or more
where t denotes a thickness of said floating gate.

G o e = x
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