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Pin Signal name /O Function
1 | DGND | Digital ground ) B -
2 | DGND | Digital ground
3 | TPA+ 10, Firewire signal - B
4 | USBD+ /O USB signal
5 | TPA- | 0 Firewire signal -
6 | USBD- /10 USB signal B o
7 | TPB+ /O Firewire signal
8 | USBPWR || USB powerin. NOT for powering; only to detect USB host
9 | TPB- /O Firewire signal
10 | Accessory |dentify | Pull down in dock to notify iPod of specific device o
11 | FIWPWR+ | Firewire and charger input power (8V to 30V dc)
12 | FFIWPWR+ | Firewire and charger input power (8V to 30V dc)
13 | ACCESSORY PWR(3V3) O | 3.3Voutput from iPod. Current limited to 100mA. )
14 | Reserved
15 | DGND GND | Digital ground in iPod o B a
16 DGND GND | Digital ground in iPod
17 | Reserved o N )
18 | Dock Tx | Serial protocol (Data to iPod)
19 | DockRx O Serial protocol (Data from iPod) o
20 | Accessory Detect /0 o ]
21 S Video Y O Luminance component
22 | SVideoC e o, Chrominance component o
23 Video Composite O Composite signal
24 | Remote Sense | Detect remote i i B
25 LINE-INL | Line level input to the iPod for the left channel
26 | LINE-INR | Line level input to the iPod for the right channel
27 | LINE-OUTL O Line level output to the iPod for the left channel B
28 | LINE-OUTR C Line level output to the iPod for the right channel
29 | Audio Return GND | Audio return - Signal, never to be grounded inside accessory
30 | DGND B GND | Digital ground iPod j ]
31 Chassis Chassis ground for connector shell
32 | Chassis Chassis ground for connector shell

F1G. 3A
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Pin Signal name /O Function

1 Audio Out Left / Mono Mic In l{e. 30mW audio out left channel, also doubles as mono mic in -
2 | HP Detect B Internal Switch to detect plug insertion

3 | Audio Return GND | Audio return for left and right audio N B
4 | Audio Out Right O 30mW audio out right channel

5 | Composite Video O Video signal

6 | Accessory3.3V O | 3.3V Accessory power 100mA max

7 | Tx O Serial protocol (Data from iPod to Device)

8 | Rx | Serial protocol (Data to iPod from Device)

9 | DGND GND | Digital ground for accessory o

FIG. 3B

170 l — Omni Connector 3.3V

Audio/Remote Connector 3.3V

F1G.4B

Accessory Identify

Electret
Element

Accessory Detect Audio
Return

FI1G.4C F1G.4AD
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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR
TRANSFERRING STORED DATA BETWEEN
A MEDIA PLAYER AND AN ACCESSORY

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. application Ser.

No.11/439,494, filed May 22, 2006, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,634,
605, 1ssued Dec. 15, 2009, entitled “METHOD AND SYS-
TEM FOR TRANSFERRING STORED DATA BETWEEN
A MEDIA PLAYER AND AN ACCESSORY,” which 1s
incorporated herein by reference 1n 1ts entirety for all pur-
poses.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to electrical devices
and more particularly to electrical devices such as media
players that communicate with accessory devices.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A media player stores media assets, such as audio tracks or
photos that can be played or displayed on the media player.
One example of a media player 1s the 1Pod® media player,
which 1s available from Apple Computer, Inc. of Cupertino,
Calif. Often, a media player acquires 1ts media assets from a
host computer that serves to enable a user to manage media
assets. As an example, the host computer can execute a media
management application to manage media assets. One
example ol a media management application 1s 1Tunes®,
version 6.0, produced by Apple Computer, Inc.

A media player typically includes one or more connectors
or ports that can be used to interface to the media player. For
example, the connector or port can enable the media player to
couple to a host computer, be 1nserted into a docking system,
or recerve an accessory device. There are today many differ-
ent types of accessory devices that can interconnect to the
media player. For example, a remote control can be connected
to the connector or port to allow the user to remotely control
the media player. As another example, an automobile can
include a connector and the media player can be inserted onto
the connector such that an automobile media system can
interact with the media player, thereby allowing the media
content on the media player to be played within the automo-
bile.

Currently, the connectors or ports of a media player are
open for use so long as a compatible connector or port 1s
utilized. Consequently, numerous third-parties have devel-
oped accessory devices for use with other manufacturers’
media players. One difficulty 1s that since a media player
communicates with a variety of accessories must store infor-
mation retrieved from each of the accessory in the file format
of the accessory. Conversely 1f an accessory stores informa-
tion in the media player 1t must do so 1n a compatible manner.

Thus, there 1s a need for improved techniques to enable
manufacturers of electronic devices to control the nature and
extent to which accessory devices can be utilized with other
clectronic devices.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A method, system and connector interface for transferring
stored data between a media player and an accessory 1s dis-
closed. The method and system comprises obtaining by one
of the media player and the accessory a umique 1dentifier for a
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particular file stored 1n the other of the media player and the
accessory; and returning the unique 1dentifier with the stored
file data to the one of the media player and the accessory. The
system and method includes utilizing the stored file by the one
of the media player or the accessory.

In the method, system and connector interface in accor-
dance with the present invention, accessories and media play-
ers are able to retrieve and store data utilizing an arbitrary
format. This data 1s opaque to any protocol used by the media
player and requires no parsing or interpretation. To provide
this facility, a plurality of commands allows both media play-
ers and accessories to present a simple file system. The plu-
rality of commands could be utilized 1n a variety of environ-
ments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1A and 1B illustrate a docking connector in accor-
dance with the present invention.

FIG. 2A 1s a front and top view of a remote connector 1n
accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 2B illustrates a plug to be utilized in the remote
connector.

FIG. 2C illustrates the plug inserted into the remote con-
nector.

FIG. 3 A 1llustrates the connector pin designations for the
docking connector.

FIG. 3B 1illustrates the connection pin designations for the
remote connector.

FIG. 4A 1llustrates a typical FireWire connector interface
for the docking connector.

FIG. 4B 1llustrates a reference schematic diagram for an
acCessory power source.

FIG. 4C 1llustrates a reference schematic diagram for a
system for detecting and 1dentiiying accessories for the dock-
ing connector.

FIG. 4D 1s a reference schematic of an electret microphone
that may be within the remote connector.

FIG. SA 1llustrates a media player coupled to different
acCessories

FIG. 5B 1illustrates the media player coupled to a computer.

FIG. 5C illustrates the media player coupled to a car or
home stereo system.

FIG. 5D illustrates the media player coupled to a dongle
that communicates wirelessly with other accessories.

FIG. 5E illustrates the media player coupled to a speaker
system.

FIG. 6 1s a tlow chart which illustrates a process for allow-
ing the transier of data between a media player and an acces-

SOry.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to electrical devices
and more particularly to electrical devices such as media
players that communicate with accessory devices. The fol-
lowing description is presented to enable one of ordinary skill
in the art to make and use the invention and 1s provided in the
context of a patent application and 1ts requirements. Various
modifications to the preferred embodiment and the generic
principles and features described herein will be readily appar-
ent to those skilled in the art. Thus, the present invention 1s not
intended to be limited to the embodiment shown but is to be
accorded the widest scope consistent with the principles and
teatures described herein.
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In a method and system i1n accordance with the present
invention, accessories and media players are able to retrieve
and store data utilizing an arbitrary format. This data is
opaque to any protocol used by the media player and requires
no parsing or interpretation. To provide this facility, a plural-
ity of commands allows both media players and accessories to
present a simple file system. The plurality of commands could
be utilized 1n a varniety of environments. One such environ-
ment 1s within a connector mterface system environment such
as described 1n detail hereinbelow.

Connector Interface System Overview

To describe the features of the connector interface system
in accordance with the present invention in more detail, refer
now to the following description in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings.

Docking Connector

FIGS. 1A and 1B 1illustrate a docking connector 100 in
accordance with the present invention. Referring first to FIG.
1A, the keying features 102 are of a custom length 104. In
addition, a specific key arrangement where one set of keys are
separated by one length are at the bottom and another set of
keys are separated by another length at the top of the connec-
tor 1s used. The use of this key arrangement prevents noncom-
pliant connectors from being plugged 1n and causing potential
damage to the device. The connector for power utilizes a
Firewire specification for power. The connector includes a
first make/last break contact to implement this scheme. FIG.
1B illustrates the first make/last break contact 202 and also
illustrates a ground pin and a power pin related to providing
an appropriate first mate/last break contact. In this example,
the ground pin 204 1s longer than the power pin 206. There-
fore, the ground pin 204 would contact 1ts mating pin in the
docking accessory before the power pin 206. Therefore inter-
nal electrical damage of the electronics of the device 1s mini-
mized.

In addition, a connector interface system in accordance
with the present invention uses both USB and Firewire inter-
faces as part of the same docking connector alignment,
thereby making the design more compatible with different
types ol interfaces, as will be discussed 1n detail hereinatter.
In so doing, more remote accessories can interface with the
media player.

Remote Connector

The connection interface system also includes a remote
connector which provides for the ability to output audio, input
audio, provides I/O serial protocol, and to provide an output
video. FIG. 2A 1s a front and top view of a remote connector
200 1n accordance with the present invention. As 1s seen, the
remote connector 200 includes a top headphone receptacle
202, as well as a second receptacle 204 for remote devices.
FIG. 2B illustrates a plug 300 to be utilized in the remote
connector. The plug 300 allows the features to be provided via
the remote connector. FIG. 2C illustrates the plug 300
iserted into the remote connector 200. Heretofore, all these
features have not been implemented 1n a remote connector.
Therefore, a standard headphone cable can be plugged 1n but
also special remote control cables, microphone cables and
video cables could be utilized with the remote connector.

To describe the features of the connector interface system
in more detail, please find below a functional description of
the docking connector, remote connector and a command set
in accordance with the present invention.

Docking and Remote Connector Specifications

For an example of the connector pin designations for both
the docking connector and for the remote connector for a
media player such as an 1Pod device by Apple Computer, Inc.,

reter now to FIGS. 3A and 3B. FIG. 3A illustrates the con-
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4

nector pin designations for the docking connector. FIG. 3B
illustrates the connection pin designations for the remote
connector.
Docking Connector Specifications

FIG. 4A illustrates a typical Firewire connector interface

for the docking connector:
Firewire Power:

a) 8V-30V DC IN

b) 10 W Max

Firewire:

a) Designed to IEEE 1394 A Spec (400 Mb/s)

USB Interface

The media player provides two configurations, or modes,
of USB device operation: mass storage and media player USB
Intertace (MPUI). The MPUI allows the media player to be
controlled using a media player accessory protocol (MPAP)
which will be described 1n detail later herein, using a USB
Human Interface Device (HID) interface as a transport
mechanism.

Accessory 3.3 V Power

FIG. 4B illustrates the accessory power source. The media
player accessory power pin supplies voltages, for example,
3.0V 10 3.3V+5% (2.85V to 3.465 V) over the 30-pin con-
nector and remote connector (if present). A maximum current
1s shared between the 30-pin and Audio/Remote connectors.

By default, the media player supplies a particular current
such as 5 mA. Proper software accessory detect 1s required to
turn on high power (for example, up to 100 mA) during active
device usage. When devices are 1nactive, they must consume
less than a predetermined amount of power such as 5 mA
current.

Accessory power 1s switched off for a period of, for
example, approximately 2 seconds during the media player
bootstrap process. This 1s done to ensure that accessories are
in a known state and can be properly detected. All accessories
are responsible for re-1dentifying themselves aiter the media
player completes the bootstrap process and transitions acces-
sory power from the off to the on state.

Accessory power 1s grounded through the F/W GND pins.

FIG. 4C 1llustrates a reference schematic diagram for a
system for detecting and identifying accessories for the dock-
ing connector. The system comprises:

a) A resistor to ground allows the device to determine what
has been plugged into docking connector. There 1s an internal
pullup on Accessory Identity.

b) Two pins required (Accessory Identily & Accessory
Detect)

FIG. 4D 1s a reference schematic of an electret microphone
that 1s within the remote connector.

Serial Protocol Communication:

a) Two pins used to communicate to and from device (Rx &
Tx)

b) Input & Output (OV=Low, 3.3V=High)

As before mentioned, media players connect to a variety of
accessories. FIGS. 5A-5E illustrates a media player 500
coupled to different accessories. FIG. SA illustrates a media
player 500' coupled to a docking station 502. FIG. 5B 1llus-
trates the media player 500" coupled to a computer 504. FIG.
5C 1llustrates the media player 500" coupled to a car or home
stereo system 506. F1G. 5D 1llustrates the media player S00""
coupled to a dongle 508 that communicates wirelessly with
other devices. FIG. 5E illustrates the media player 500"
coupled to a speaker system 510. As 1s seen, what 1s meant by
accessories 1ncludes but 1s not limited to docking stations,
chargers, car stereos, microphones, home stereos, computers,
speakers, and accessories which communicate wirelessly
with other accessories.
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As before mentioned, this connector interface system
could be utilized with a command set for allowing the transfer
of storage data between a media player and an accessory. It
should be understood by one of ordinary skill 1n the art that
although the above-identified connector interface system
could be utilized with the command set a variety of other
connectors or systems could be utilized and they would be
within the spirnit and scope of the present mvention. To
describe the utilization of the command set 1n more detail
refer now to the following description in conjunction with the
accompanying Figure.

FIG. 6 1s a flow chart which illustrates the process for
allowing the transfer of storage data between a media player
and an accessory. As 1s seen, one of the accessory and the
media player obtains a unique identifier for a particular file
related to the other of the accessory and media player, via step
602. The identifier, for example, could be a unique file handle.
Next, the unique 1dentifier 1s returned to the one of the acces-
sory or media player with the data associated with the 1den-
tifier, via step 604. Finally, the data related to the identifier 1s
utilized by the media player or the accessory, via step 606.

Based upon the commands utilized, this utilization can take
many forms. For example, the data can be written by the
media player or the accessory. In another example, the data
could be read by the one of the media player or the accessory.
In addition, the file can be closed after the data 1s read or
written. In another example, data can be deleted aiter closing,
the file, or after the data 1s read or written depending on the
environment. The following will describe i detail various
commands which can be utilized to perform the process
described hereinabove. In one embodiment for each com-
mand related to amedia player, there 1s a reciprocal command
for an accessory.

The commands for treating the media player as a file sys-
tem are within a predetermined range of addresses. The par-
allel commands for treating an accessory as a file system are
within a predetermined range of addresses. Typically 1f a
particular command performs a specific operation on the
media player file system, then a reciprocal command will
perform the same operation on the accessory file system. In
one embodiment commands are provided for allowing a
media player and an accessory to transier and store data.
Command Functionality

Although a plurality of commands 1s described hereinbe-
low, one of ordinary skill in the art recognizes that many other
commands could be utilized and their use would be within the
spirit and scope of the present invention. Accordingly, the list
of commands below 1s representative but not exhaustive of the
types of commands that could be utilized to transter and store
data between a media player and an accessory. Furthermore,
it 1s also readily understood by one of ordinary skill in the art
that a subset of these commands could be utilized by a media
player or an accessory and that use would be within the spirit
and scope of the present invention. A description of the func-
tionality of some of these commands 1s described below.

Commands for acknowledging the receipt of a storage
command from either the accessory or the media player.

Commands for asking the media player or the accessory to
return 1ts storage capabilities.

Commands for telling the accessory or the media player
about its storage capabilities. The storage capabilities include
but are not limited to the following features:

1. Total space available on the destination.

2. Maximum file size.

Maximum write size.
Maximum name length for a file on directory.
File system type.

3.
4.
d.
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6. Version number.

7. Definition of capabaility such as read/only, read/write or

support subdirectory.

8. Defines where writing can begin.

9. Support renaming of a file.

10. Support directory command send as change directory,

create directory and delete directory.

Commands for requesting the media player or the acces-
sory to return a unique identifier of a file. In one embodiment
the unique 1dentifier persists until the accessory or media
player detaches or closes the file, whichever comes first.

Commands where the media player or accessory returns a
handle to identify the file.

Commands where the accessory or media player asks for a
chunk of data to be returned from a file. In one embodiment
these commands may result 1n several commands, as needed
to tulfill the request.

Commands for the media player or accessory to transmit
the data 1n response to the command from the other.

Commands where the accessory or media player writes a
block of data to a file of the media player or the accessory.

Commands for closing the file and releasing the unique
identifier of the media player or the accessory.

Commands for deleting the named file from the media
player or the accessory.

Commands for requesting the number of files and subdi-
rectories 1n the specified directory of the media player or the
accessory.

Commands for returning the number of files and subdirec-
tories 1n the directory of the media player or the accessory.

Commands for obtaining the listing of the contents of the
specified directory of the media player or the accessory.

Commands for obtaining the results of a directory listing of
the media player or the accessory. In one embodiment, a
separate command is returned for each directory entry.

Commands for obtaining the status of the specified file or
directory of the media player or accessory.

Commands for obtaining the results of a call to a specified
file or directory of the media player or the accessory.

Commands where the accessory or media player asks the
other to return the amount of {ree space on its storage system
of the media player or the accessory.

Commands where the accessory or media player tells the
other the amount of free space on 1its storage system of the
media player or the accessory.

A method and system 1n accordance with the present inven-
tion provides a plurality of commands that allow accessories
and media players to retrieve and store data utilizing an arbi-
trary format. In so doing, a media player and accessory can
obtain each others’ stored data 1in an official manner. Since
both the media player and accessory are utilizing the same
arbitrary format neither has to determine the file format of the
other.

Although the present invention has been described 1in
accordance with the embodiments shown, one of ordinary
skill 1n the art will readily recognize that there could be
variations to the embodiments and those vanations would be
within the spint and scope of the present invention.

Accordingly, many modifications may be made by one of
ordinary skill 1n the art without departing from the spirit and
scope of the appended claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A method performed by a media player for transferring
stored data between the media player and an accessory, the
media player including a storage device for storing one or
more files, the method comprising:
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receiving, by the media player, a first command from the
accessory, the first command requesting storage capa-
bility information indicating one or more storage capa-
bilities of the storage device, wherein the storage capa-
bility information includes one or more of: maximum
file size information, maximum write size information,
maximum filename length information, or filesystem
type imformation;
sending, by the media player, a second command to the
accessory 1n response to the first command, the second
command including the storage capability information;
receiving, by the media player, a third command from the
accessory, the third command requesting a unique 1den-
tifier for a file stored on the storage device;
sending, by the media player, a fourth command to the
accessory 1n response to the third command, the fourth
command including the unique identifier; and
receiving, by the media player, a fifth command from the
accessory 1n response to the fourth command, wherein
the fitth command requests execution of a storage opera-
tion with respect to the file, and wherein the fifth com-
mand includes the unique 1dentifier.
2. The method of claim 1 wherein the fifth command 1s a
write command for writing data from the accessory to the file.
3. The method of claim 2 wherein the data 1s stored on a
storage device of the accessory, and wherein subsequently to
sending the fifth command, the data 1s deleted from the stor-
age device of the accessory.
4. The method of claim 1 wherein the fifth command 1s a
read command for reading data from the file to the accessory.
5. The method of claim 1 further comprising;:
executing, by the media player, the storage operation with
respect to the file i response to the fifth command.
6. The method of claim 1 further comprising:
receiving, by the media player, a sixth command from the
accessory, the sixth command requesting closure of the
file and release of the unique identifier.
7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
receiving, by the media player, a sixth command from the
accessory, the sixth command requesting deletion of the

file.

8. The method of claim 1 further comprising;:

sending, by the media player, a sixth command to the
accessory 1n response to the fifth command, the sixth
command acknowledging the fifth command.

9. The method of claim 1 further comprising:

receiving, by media player, a sixth command from the

accessory, the sixth command requesting storage status
information indicating a status of the storage device; and
sending, by the media player, a seventh command to the
accessory i response to the sixth command, the seventh
command including the storage status information.

10. The method of claim 9 wherein the storage status infor-
mation includes one or more of: total free space onthe storage
device, total number of files or file directories stored on the
storage device, total number of files or subdirectories 1 a
specified file directory, contents of a specified file directory,
status of a specified file, or status of a specified file directory.

11. A method performed by a media player for transferring
stored data between the media player and an accessory, the
accessory including a storage device for storing one or more
files, the method comprising:

sending, by the media player, a first command to the acces-

sory, the first command requesting storage capability
information indicating one or more storage capabilities
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of the storage device, wherein the storage capability
information includes one or more of: maximum file size
information, maximum write size information, maxi-
mum filename length information, or filesystem type
information;

receving, by the media player, a second command from the
accessory 1n response to the first command, the second
command 1ncluding the storage capability information;

sending, by the media player, a third command to the
accessory, the third command requesting a unique 1den-
tifier for a file stored on the storage device;

receving, by the media player, a fourth command from the
accessory 1n response to the third command, the fourth
command including the unique identifier; and

sending, by the media player, a fifth command to the acces-
sory 1n response to the fourth command, wherein the
fifth command requests execution of a storage operation
with respect to the file, and wherein the fifth command

includes the unique 1dentifier.

12. The method of claim 11 wherein the fifth command 1s
a write command for writing data from the media player to the
file.

13. The method of claim 12 wherein the data 1s stored on a
storage device of the media player, and wherein subsequently
to sending the fifth command, the data 1s deleted from the
storage device of the media player.

14. The method of claim 11 wherein the fifth command 1s
a read command for reading data from the file to the media
player.

15. The method of claim 11 further comprising:

sending, by the media player, a sixth command to the

accessory, the sixth command requesting closure of the
file and release of the unique 1dentifier.

16. The method of claim 11 further comprising:

sending, by the media player, a sixth command to the

accessory, the sixth command requesting deletion of the
file.

17. The method of claim 11 further comprising:

receving, by the media player, a sixth command from the

accessory 1n response to the fifth command, the sixth
command acknowledging the fifth command.
18. The method of claim 11 further comprising:
sending, by the media player, a sixth command to the
accessory, the sixth command requesting storage status
information indicating a status of the storage device; and

receving, by the media player, a seventh command from
the accessory in response to the sixth command, the
seventh command including the storage status informa-
tion.

19. The method of claim 18 wherein the storage status
information includes one or more of: total free space on the
storage device, total number of files or file directories stored
on the storage device, total number of files or subdirectories in
a specified file directory, contents of a specified file directory,
status of a specified file, or status of a specified file directory.

20. A media player comprising;:

a storage device for storing one or more files;

an interface adapted to be coupled with an accessory and

configured to support a storage protocol for exchanging
with the accessory commands and information related to
the storage device; and

a control module coupled to the interface, the control mod-

ule being configured to:

receive from the accessory a first command requesting
storage capability information indicating one or more
storage capabilities of the storage device, wherein the
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storage capability information includes one or more 22. The media player of claim 21 wherein the plurality of
of: maximum file size information, maximum write signal pins includes a pair of serial pins and wherein the
size information, maximum filename length informa- second and fourth commands are sent via a transmit pin of the

pair of serial pins.

tion, or filesystem type information; : _ _ _
5 23. The media player of claim 22 wherein the plurality of

send to the accessory a second command 1n response to signal pins further includes:
the first command, the second command including the a ground pin and a power pin adapted such that the ground
storage capability information; pin makes contact with a corresponding ground pin in

the mating connector of the accessory before the power
pin makes contact with a corresponding power pin in the
mating connector of the accessory;

receive from the accessory a third command requesting
a unique identifier for a file stored on the storage 10

device, a Firewire signal pin;
send to the accessory a fourth command 1n response to a USB signal pin;
the third command, the fourth command including the a USB power pin;
unique identifier; and an accessory identily signal pin;

15 an accessory detect signal pin;

receive from the accessory a fifth command in response a video output pin;

to the fourth command, wherein the fifth command an accessory power pin;

requests execution of a storage operation with respect a remote sense signal pin; and

to the file, and wherein the fifth command includes the a line signal pin.

unique 1dentifier. 20  24. The media player of claim 21 wherein the connector

comprises a keying arrangement, and wherein one set of keys
are separated by one length and another set of keys are sepa-
rated by another length.

21. The media player of claim 20 wherein the interface
comprises a connector having a plurality of signal pins, the
signal pins being arranged to mate with corresponding signal
pins on a mating connector of the accessory. I T
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