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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR SELECTING
AND PRESENTING A ROUTE TO A USER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a Continuation application of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 11/234,464, filed Sep. 23. 2005,
titled “System and Method for Selecting and Presenting a
Route to a User,” (now U.S. Pat. No. 7,698,061, 1ssued Apr.
13, 2010, which 1s commonly owned with this application and
1s herein incorporated by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present mvention relates to navigation systems, and
more particularly to a system and method for selecting and
presenting multiple routes to a user obtained from the user’s
peers.

BACKGROUND

The use of navigation systems to provide users with routes
from one point to another point, such as those used 1n auto-
mobiles and mapping websites, 1s widespread. The use of
navigation systems on cell phones and PDAs 1s one of the
fastest growth application segments. Navigation systems are
also available that are capable of calculating the shortestroute
for the user. Some navigation systems allow the user to
specily route parameters like “avoid highways” and then
present the user with a route that avoids highways.

Most navigation systems use static information, such as
maps, to generate route and direction information. However,
techniques are emerging for incorporating dynamic data into
routing. For example, an article entitled “Car Pooling With
GIS Map Server and Web Services,” by Muzaller Dogru,
Department of Information Technology, Umversity of Zur-
ich, Switzerland, Aug. 6, 2004, describes an approach by
which “demanders™ (people who need a ride to go some-
where) can be matched with “offerers” (people who are able
to offer a rnide). The demanders and offerers can specity not
only the end points of their routes but also via locations,
which are locations that each person will pass through along
their routes. The purpose 1s to combine multiple routes from
different offerers to enable a demander to travel from one
point to another through some desired via locations. The end
points and via locations of the demander can be thought of as
specilying a route. A match occurs even if one or more offer-
ers will be traveling in a synchronized manner across those
via locations so that the demander could hitch a ride with
them from point to point.

Although the approach taken by Dogru 1s an intriguing one,
one disadvantage 1s that Dogru’s approach may fail to meet
the needs of some users. That 1s, rather than hitching rides
with others to get from one point to another, users may rather
know which of a number of proposed routes to get from one
point to another they should seriously consider based on the
routes of others. Using Dogru’s approach, only the future or
proposed routes of the offerers would be available for use in
such an analysis. An unintended consequence of this
approach 1s that 1t may compromise the offerers’ privacy
since their current plans may be revealed to others. In addi-
tion, 1t would be desirable to reinforce which routes the user
should take based on long-term past historical data, rather

than proposed or future route data.

SUMMARY

A method and system are provided for selecting and pre-
senting a route to a user. An exemplary embodiment includes
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2

storing a plurality of associations, each association between a
route taken by a user and characteristics of the user. Received
from a particular user 1s a request for at least one recom-
mended route to a destination point. A query 1s formulated
based on user specified parameters, including an origination
point, the destination point, and characteristics of other users,
to obtain routes taken by other users. A plurality of routes
taken by other users having at least some of the characteristics
of other users and related to at least one of the origination
point and the destination point 1s retrieved from the stored
plurality of associations. At least one recommended route 1s
recommended to the particular user based on at least one of
the retrieved routes that most closely matches the user speci-
fied parameters.

According to the method and system disclosed herein, the
user can determine what routes other people in their peer
group have taken to get from one place to another.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a flow diagram 1illustrating a process for selecting,
and presenting multiple routes to the user obtained from the
user’s peers 1n accordance with an exemplary embodiment.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are block diagrams illustrating a system
for selecting and presenting a route to a user. The routes may
be selected according to two embodiments.

FIG. 3 1s a flow diagram 1llustrating the process of selecting
and presenting desirable routes to a user 1n accordance with a
server-based embodiment.

FIG. 4 1s a diagram showing an exemplary embodiment of
a table for storing route information.

FIG. 5A 1s a diagram 1illustrating a third embodiment for
determining the weight assigned to a candidate route given an
overlapping user route.

FIG. 3B 1s a diagram illustrating an exemplary graphic
representation of how generated candidate routes are
assigned weights based on retrieved routes of other users.

FIG. 6 1s a diagram 1llustrating an example user interface in
which multiple routes are shown from a specified origin to a
specified destination.

FIGS. 7A and 7B are flow diagrams illustrating the process
of selecting and presenting desirable routes to a user 1n accor-
dance with a peer-to-peer-based embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present mnvention relates to selecting and presenting a
route to a user. The following description 1s presented to
enable one of ordinary skill in the art to make and use the
invention and 1s provided 1n the context of a patent application
and 1ts requirements. Various modifications to the preferred
embodiments and the generic principles and {features
described herein will be readily apparent to those skilled 1n
the art. Thus, the present mvention 1s not mntended to be
limited to the embodiments shown, but 1s to be accorded the
widest scope consistent with the principles and features
described herein.

Users of navigation systems are able to obtain one or more
proposed routes from service providers. However, many
times, what users really want to know are the routes that other
people similar to themselves or similarly situated to them-
selves are actually taking to get from one place to another. For
example, consider the following scenario. Imagine a person1s
going to a basketball game. The person queries a navigation
system and the system provides the person with the shortest
route. However, there are several routes that may be taken of
getting to the stadium. The person knows some of their
friends take a route that takes them right to the parking lot.
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What the person wishes he or she knew at that moment 1s what
routes that other people who are going to the game are taking,
or the routes that people usually take to go to the stadium. The
person may also like to know 1n relative terms how many
people take each of those routes and the types of people that
take those routes.

Accordingly, a system and method are described whereby
a user can request the routes that peers, 1dentified using char-
acteristics of the users, have taken to go from one point to
another. The method comprises storing the routes that users
have taken in the past, formulating queries to determine
which peer to obtain routes from, aggregating the routes
collected from peers in response to the query, and presenting
the best routes to the user based on the routes collected from
peers.

FI1G. 1 1s a flow diagram 1illustrating a process for selecting,
and presenting multiple routes to the user obtained from the
user’s peers in accordance with an exemplary embodiment. In
block 50, at least a portion of routes taken by a plurality of
users 1s stored. In one embodiment, the routes of each user
may be recorded by navigation devices of each of the users
while the user 1s traveling using in-vehicle navigation sys-
tems, or personal digital assistants (PDAs). In an alternative
embodiment, the users may use a computer to manually enter
the routes they have taken from an origin to a destination. The
recorded routes may be either stored locally on each of the
navigation devices or uploaded to a server for storage.

In block 52, a request from a particular user 1s recetved for
at least one recommended route from an origination point to
a destination point. In block 54, a query 1s formulated based
on user specified parameters to obtain routes taken by other
users, where the specified parameters include the origination
point, the destination point and characteristics of other users.
In block 56, a plurality of the stored routes taken by other
users having at least some of the characteristics of other users
and related to at least one of the origin and destination are
retrieved 1n response to the query. In block 58, at least one
recommended route 1s presented to the user using at least one
ol the recerved routes that most closely matches the specified
parameters.

According to the exemplary embodiment, the characteris-
tics of other users specified by the user are used to filter the
number of potential other users that have traveled between the
origin and destination so that the routes are only obtained
from users 1n a particular peer group. For example, people are
often puzzled about which of anumber ol possible routes they
should consider seriously. The motivations can be as simple
as knowing what others are doing to have a feeling of comifort
about one’s decision 1n favor or against a particular route.
Often, underlying these are some specific motivations. For
example, some useful characteristics may be naturally asso-
ciated with several different proposed routes, including the
total number of people that have taken each route; the number
of people that have taken each route the user knows person-
ally; and the number of people in the user’s peer group that
have taken the routes. The user may specily the characteris-
tics of other users of a particular peer group by specilying
demographic parameter values in a demographic profile,
which may include parameters such as name, address, sex,
age, driving experience, number of children, schools the chil-
dren attend, and the like. For example, a school parent may
wish to know what routes other parents choose to drop or pick
up their children from a particular school. Along the same
lines, a women may feel more comiortable knowing what
routes have been taken by other women, especially their
friends. Likewise, other groups—such as men, or older driv-
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4

ers, or beginning drivers—may prefer routes based on their
own characteristics or demographic profile. The underlying
motivation would be that it improves the odds of a selected
route having some relevant attribute that would appeal to
them.

Besides the characteristics or demographic profile of other
users, the user may formulate queries to obtain a recom-
mended route based on parameters of the routes themselves
such as the following:

a. Quickness (or shortness).

b. Personal Safety—quick or short routes might not feel safe
to the user because they go through crime-ridden parts of
town; route with the easiest approach because some routes
arrive at the destination from a direction that makes 1t easier to
enter, park, or return.

c. Traflic satety—some routes go through accident-prone or
stressiul intersections and are good to avoid, especially dur-
ing rush hour.

d. Road conditions—some routes go on streets that are prone
to poor conditions. For example, 1n Raleigh, a stretch of Avent
Ferry Road frequently floods during a rainstorm.

¢. Police activity—some stretches of roads have excessive
police activity, which also can be more or less desirable for
different people.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are block diagrams illustrating a system
for selecting and presenting a route to a user. The routes may
be selected according to two embodiments. FIG. 2A 1llus-
trates a server-based system 100 in which user navigation
devices 102 record the routes traveled by their respective
users and upload the routes to a server 104 over a network
106, such as the Internet, for storage. Each navigation device
102 1s capable of querying the server 104 to obtain the routes
taken by the other users. FIG. 2B illustrates a peer-to-peer
system 100' in which the navigation devices 102' locally store
their recorded routes and each device 102" 1s capable of com-
municating with, and querying, the other navigation devices
102' to obtain the routes taken by other users.

Referring to FIG. 2A, each of the navigation devices 102
may communicate over the network 106 with a position ser-
vice 108 that provides information about the device’s posi-
tion, and a map service 110 that provides information about
street maps 1n the areas of relevance to the device 102. Each
of the navigation devices 102 preferably includes a commu-
nication module 112 with which the device 102 communi-
cates with other devices, and a position module 114 for deter-
mining the current position of the device 102. The position
module 114 preferably utilizes a global position system
(GPS). Alternatively, the position-determining equipment,
such as position module 114, could reside external to the
device 102 1n the network 106.

Each of the navigation devices 102 includes a user interface
(not shown) for recerving data indicating an origination point
and destination point. The origination point and destination
point may be input by the user prior to recording a route
traveled by the user, or for querying the navigation device 102
for recommended routes between origination and destination
points. Each user of the navigation devices 102 may also enter
data specifying a group of users with whom the user’s routes
may be shared and for whom the routes may be requested. The
group ol users specified by each user may be stored 1n a buddy
list. Each user of the navigation devices 102 may also enter
data specifying the user’s own demographic profile. Each
user’s buddy list, user characteristics, and/or demographic
profile are uploaded to the server 104 and stored 1n a buddy
list and user characteristic/demographic profile database 116
for all users. During travel of each user, the respective navi-
gation devices 102 may record the routes traveled by the users
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using the position module 114, the position service 108, and
the map service 110, as described below. The recorded route
1s then uploaded to the server 104 and stored 1n a user route
database 118 for all users. When requesting a recommended
route, a user of the navigation device 102 enters the desired
origination point and the destination point, any desirable
characteristics of the requested route, and any characteristics
of the target peer group. The request and the user character-
istics are then uploaded to the server 104. A routing module
120 on the server 104 1s configured to select and present
desirable routes to the user.

Referring to FIG. 2B, 1n the peer-to-peer system 100', each
of the navigation devices 102' includes the communication
module 112 and the position module 114, which operate in
conjunction with the position service 108 and the map service
110, as described above. However, 1n the peer-to-peer system
100", each of the navigation devices 102' 1s capable of com-
municating with the other navigation devices 102'. Each of
the user’s buddy list and demographic profile, and traveled
routes are stored locally on each corresponding navigation
system 102' 1n a buddy list and demographic profile database
116' and a user routes database 118', respectively. In addition,
cach of the navigation devices 102" includes a routing module
120" to select and present desirable routes to 1ts user, as
described below with reference to FIGS. 7A and 7B.

FIG. 3 1s a flow diagram 1llustrating the process of selecting
and presenting desirable routes to a user in accordance with a
server-based embodiment. Referring to both FIGS. 2A and 3,
the process begins 1n block 200 in which the server 104
receives from each user of the system 100 the user’s own
demographic profile, and buddy list, 11 any. In a preferred
embodiment, the demographic profile 1s stored as metadata
that 1s associated with the user’s instant messaging (IM)
identity. In an alternative embodiment, the user enters the
demographic profile and buddy list through their navigation
devices 102 or by accessing the server 104 through a Web
browser running on a computer (not shown).

In block 202, the server 104 receives recorded routes trans-
mitted from the navigation devices 102 and stores the
recorded routes 1n the user routes database 118 1n association
with the user who submitted the record route. In an exemplary
embodiment, the position module 114 uses data from position
service 108 and the map service 110 to record turns made on
a street map as the navigation device 102 moves around. For
frequent origination and destination points, the sequence of
typical turns 1s thus recorded. In the preferred embodiment,
the routes may be stored as a table of the format shown in FIG.
4. Each record in the table corresponds to a particular
recorded route and information recorded for each route may
include the origin, destination, time of day, day of week,
urgency, vacation, season, and road segments and turns of the
route, for example.

Referring again to FIG. 3, after routes of users have been
stored by the server 104, 1n block 204 the server 104 receives
a request from a particular user for a recommendation of a
route from an origination point to a destination point. The
request may originate either from the user’s navigation device
102 or from a Web browser. In an exemplary embodiment, the
request includes not only the origination and destination
points, but also any desirable characteristics of the requested
route and the characteristics identifying a particular peer
group. For example, the user could request recommended
routes that were taken by a demographic group—such as
women, men, teenagers,—older drivers,—whose choices the
user finds valuable to know. In an alternative embodiment, the
server 104 1nserts the characteristics of other users nto the
request based on previous settings of the user.
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In block 206, the server 104 generates one or more candi-
date routes from the origination point to the destination point
using conventional route solution techniques. In block 208,
the server 104 uses the characteristics specified by the user to
filter which set of user’s should be quernied for their routes.
Since the routes that may be selected 1n response to the user’s
request may be selected from a potentially large set, the
exemplary embodiment uses request characteristics, such as
the demographic parameters, as a basis for making the appro-
priate selection of routes and reducing the potentially large
number of retrieved routes.

In block 210, the server’s routing module 120 retrieves a
list of users from the buddy list and demographic profile
database 116 that match the specified characteristics of the
user’s request. In block 212, the routing module 120 gener-
ates an origin region around the origination point and gener-
ates a destination region around the destination point, and
queries the route database 118 for the routes of the filtered set
of users having at least either a beginning segment falling
within the origin region or an ending segment falling within
the destination region. Alternatively, the query may request
routes having intermediate segments that pass through the
origin region and the destination region.

In block 214, the routing module 120 retrieves the stored
routes that match the query. In block 216, the routing module
120 assigns weights to the generated candidate routes based
in part on how much the retrieved routes overlap the candidate
routes. In one embodiment, the weight assigned to the gen-
erated candidate routes 1s proportional to the distance at least
one of the retrieved routes overlaps the candidate route. In a
second embodiment, the weight assigned to each generated
candidate route 1s proportional to a number of street segments
of one of the retrieved routes overlaps the candidate route.

FIG. 5A 1s a diagram 1illustrating a third embodiment for
determining the weight assigned to a candidate route given an
overlapping user route. The example shows a generated can-
didate route A and a retrieved route B from the user route
database 118. The candidate route A includes a segment
bounded by points xb, yb and xe, ye. The retrieved route B
includes a segment bounded by points x1, y1 and x2, y2 that
partially overlaps the segment from the candidate route A. To
determine the weight to assign to the candidate, route A based
on the partially overlapping segment from the retrieved route
B, the distance of the candidate route, CD, 1s calculated. The
distance, RD, that the segment of the retrieved user route B
overlaps with the segment of the candidate route A 1s also
calculated. Finally, a value 1s assigned to the weight that 1s
equal to either the overlapping distance of the retrieved route
segment, RD, or the overlapping distance of the retrieved
route segment divided by the total distance of the candidate
route (RD/CD).

Referring again to FIG. 3, after all weights have been
assigned to the candidate routes, 1n block 218, the routing
module 120 selects one or more of the candidate routes hav-
ing the highest assigned weights and presents the selected
routes to the requesting user by transmitting the selected route
to the user’s navigation device 102, or to the user’s web
browser. The presentation of the recommended routes may be
displayed in the user interface by a variety of ways. For
example, an mdication of the number of users taking a rec-
ommended route can be shown explicitly by displaying a text
number, or graphically by the thickness of the route shown on
a map.

FIG. 6 1s a diagram 1llustrating an example user interface in
which multiple routes are shown from a specified origin to a
specified destination. In this example, three recommended
routes are shown with lines of various thickness and colors.
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Other embodiments include showing routes generated from
information provided by all the users; showing the routes
generated from the information provided by the filtered set of
users who satisty the filtering requirement based on the char-
acteristics listed above:; and with suitable authorization,
showing the 1dentities of the users who have taken specific
route segments. Depending on the user interface, other route
attributes can be presented to the user, such as the average
time for the recommended routes.

FIG. 5B 1s a diagram 1illustrating an exemplary graphical
representation of how generated candidate routes are
assigned weights based on the retrieved routes of other users.
In the example shown, two generated candidate routes have
been generated by the routing module 120 between origina-
tion point 2350 and destination point 252, and three retrieved
routes, #1, #2, and #3 have been obtained from the route
database 118 in response to the query.

In the example shown, the candidate route #2 1s weighted
because some of the segments of retrieved routes #2 and #3
overlap with the segments of candidate route #2. Because the
segments ol candidate route #1 are not overlapped by any
retrieved routes, candidate route #1 1s not weighted, and can-
didate route #2 1s selected and presented to the user.

In a preferred embodiment, the query to retrieve a set of
routes from the route database may be formulated as follows.
First, a radius r 1s calculated based on a predetermined per-
centage of a distance between the origination point 250 and
the destination point 252. In one embodiment, 0.1 of the
distance between the origination point 250 and the destina-
tion point 252 may be used, for example. Next, the origin
region 254 1s calculated by generating a circle centered
around the origination point 250 having the radius r. Similarly
the destination region 256 1s calculated by generating a circle
centered around the destination point 252 having the radius r.

Next, arcs 258 and 260 that cut the origin and destination
regions 254 and 256 are created having radi1 centered on the
opposite point. That 1s, the arc 258 cutting the origin region
254 1s centered at the destination point 252, and the arc 260
cutting the destination region 256 1s centered at the origina-
tion point 250. To create the arcs, aradius R 1s determined that
has a length close to, but less than the distance from the
origination point 250 to the destination point 252 (referred to
as the OD distance). For example, R may be set equal to the
OD distance minus r/2, where r 1s as above 0.1 of the OD
distance. The arc 258 of radius R 1s drawn through the origin
region 254 centered at the destination point 252. The arc 260
of radius 1s drawn the R through the destination region 256
centered at the origination point 250.

When the OD distance 1s large, the routing module 120
may retrieve the routes that have at least an ending segment
falling 1n the origin region 2354 or an ending segment falling 1n
the destination region 256, including reverse routes. When the
OD distance 1s small, the routing module 120 may retrieve the
routes that have at least an ending segment falling within the
region bounded by the origin region 254 and the arc 258, or an
ending segment falling with the region bounded by the des-
tination region 256 and the arc 260.

FIGS.7A and 7B are flow diagrams 1llustrating the process
of selecting and presenting desirable routes to a user 1n accor-
dance with a peer-to-peer-based embodiment. Referring to
both FIGS. 2B and 7A, the process 1s shown from the point of
view of user 1’s navigation device and user 2°s navigation
device. The process begins 1n block 300 1n which the routing
module 120' of each of user 1 and 2’s navigation devices 102
stores 1ts user’s demographic profile, and buddy list, 1f any,
locally 1n the buddy list and demographic profile database
116'. In block 302, the position module 114" of each of the
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navigation devices 102' stores recorded routes of 1ts user
locally 1n the user routes database 118'.

In block 304, the routing module 120' receives a request
from the user for a recommendation of a route from an origi-
nation point to a destination point. In block 306, the routing
module 120' generates one or more candidate routes from the
origination point to the destination point using conventional
route solution techniques. In block 308, the routing module
120" uses the characteristics specified by the user to filter
which set of other user’s navigation devices should be queried
for their routes.

Reterring now to FIG. 7B, in block 310, the routing module
120" retrieves a list of users from the buddy list and demo-
graphic profile database 116' that match the specified charac-
teristics of the user’s request. In block 312, the routing mod-
ule 120' queries the navigation devices of the filtered set of
user, including user 2, with the origination point and the
destination point.

In block 314, user 2’s navigation device generates an origin
region around the origin point and a destination region around
the destination point. This step may also include verifying
that the request comes from a user who 1s amember of user 2’s
buddy list. Alternatively, block 314 may be performed by user
1’s device.

In block 316, the routing module 120' of user 2’s device
retrieves from its route database 118' the stored routes that
have either a beginning segment falling within the origin
region or in ending segment falling within the destination
region. Alternatively, the query may request routes having
intermediate segments that pass through the origin region and
the destination region. In block 318, the routing module 120’
returns the retrieved routes to user 1’°s navigation device.

In block 320, the routing module 120" of user 1’s device
assigns weights to the generated candidate routes based 1n
part on how much the returned routes overlap the candidate
routes. In block 322, the routing module 120" selects one or
more of the candidate routes having the highest assigned
welghts and presents the selected routes to the requesting
user.

The methods described herein can be embodied 1n execut-
able 1nstructions stored 1n a computer-readable medium for
use by or 1 connection with an instruction execution
machine, system, apparatus, or device, such as a computer-
based or processor-containing machine, system, apparatus, or
device. As used here, a “computer-readable medium”™ can
include one or more of any suitable media for storing the
executable instructions of a computer program 1n one or more
of an electronic, magnetic, optical, and electromagnetic form,
such that the mstruction execution machine, system, appara-
tus, or device can read (or fetch) the mstructions from the
computer readable medium and execute the istructions for
carrying out the described methods. A non-exhaustive list of
conventional exemplary computer readable medium
includes: a portable computer diskette; a random access
memory (RAM); a read only memory (ROM); an erasable
programmable read only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory); optical storage devices, including a portable com-
pact disc (CD), a portable digital video disc (DVD), and the
like.

A method and system for selecting and presenting multiple
routes to the user obtained from the user’s peers has been
disclosed. The present invention has been described 1n accor-
dance with the embodiments shown, and one of ordinary skill
in the art will readily recognize that there could be variations
to the embodiments, and any variations would be within the
spirit and scope of the present invention. Accordingly, many
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modifications may be made by one of ordinary skill in the art
without departing from the spirit and scope of the appended
claims.

I claim:

1. A method for selecting and presenting a route to a user
comprising;
storing on at least one of a server and a device a plurality of

associations, each association between a route taken by
a user and characteristics of the user;

receiving from a particular user a request for at least one
recommended route to a destination point;

formulating a query based on user specified parameters,
including an origination point, the destination point, and
characteristics of other users, to obtain routes taken by
other users:

retrieving, in response to the query, from the stored plural-
ity of associations, a plurality of routes taken by other
users having at least some of the characteristics of other
users and related to at least one of the origination point
and the destination point; and

presenting at least one recommended route to the particular
user based on at least one of the retrieved routes that
most closely matches the user specified parameters,

wherein at least one of the preceding actions 1s performed
on at least one of the server and the device.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein formulating the query
turther comprises: formulating the query based on route
parameters, wherein the route parameters imnclude any com-
bination of quickness, personal safety, traffic safety, road
conditions, and police activity.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the characteristics of
other users mclude demographic parameters including any
combination of a name, address, sex, age, driving experience,
and number of children.

4. The method of claim 1 further comprising allowing each
of the plurality of users to specity a group of users with whom
the user’s routes may be shared and from whom the routes
may be requested.

5. The method of claim 1 wherein retrieving the plurality of
stored routes 1n response to the query further comprises:

generating, by the at least one of the server and the device,
one or more candidate routes from the origination point
to the destination point; and

assigning, by the at least one of the server and the device,
weights to the generated candidate routes based 1n part
on how much the retrieved routes overlap the candidate
routes; and

wherein presenting at least one recommended route to the
particular user based on at least one of the retrieved
routes that most closely matches the user specified
parameters 1mcludes presenting at least one candidate
route having the highest assigned weight to the particu-
lar user.

6. The method of claim S wherein the weight assigned to a
particular one of the generated candidate routes 1s propor-
tional to the distance at least one of the retrieved routes
overlaps the particular one the generated candidate routes.

7. The method of claim 5 wherein the weight assigned to
the particular one of the generated candidate routes 1s propor-
tional to a number of street segments the at least one of the
retrieved routes overlaps the particular one of the generated
candidate routes.
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8. The method of claim 5 wherein the weight assigned to
the particular one of the generated candidate routes 1s deter-
mined by the at least one of the server and the device by:

calculating a total distance of the candidate route;

5 calculating a total distance that at least one segment of the
at least one of the retrieved routes overlaps with a cor-
responding segment of the candidate route; and

assigning a value to the weight that 1s equal to erther of the
total distance of overlapping segments, or the total dis-
tance of overlapping segments divided by the total dis-
tance of the candidate route.

9. The method of claim 5 wherein presenting to the par-
ticular user the at least one recommended route further com-
prises selecting at least one of the generated candidate routes
15 having a highest weight.

10. A system for selecting and presenting a route to a user
comprising system components including:

at least one route database component for storing a plural-
ity ol associations, each association between a route
taken by a user and characteristics of the user;

a routing module component coupled to the route database
for receiving from a particular user a request for at least
one recommended route to a destination point, wherein
in response to the request, the routing module 1s config-
ured to:

formulate a query based on user specified parameters,
including an origination point, the destination point, and
characteristics of other users, to obtain routes taken by
other users;

retrieve from the stored plurality of associations, 1n
response to the query, a plurality of routes taken by one
or more other users having at least some of the charac-
teristics of other users and related to at least one of the
origination point and the destination point; and

present the at least one recommended route to the particu-
lar user based on at least one of the received routes that
most closely matches the specified parameters,

wherein at least one of the system components includes at
least one electronic hardware component.

11. The system of claim 10 wherein the routing module
formulates the query based on route parameters that include
any combination of quickness, personal safety, traific safety,
road conditions, and police activity.

12. The system of claim 10 wherein the characteristics of
other users include demographic parameters including any
combination of a name, address, sex, age, driving experience,
and number of children.

13. The system of claim 10 wherein the routing module
component 1s further configured to allow a user to specily a
group of users with whom the user’s routes may be shared and
from whom the routes may be requested.

14. The system of claim 12 wherein the specified group of
users comprises a buddy list.

15. The system of claim 10 wherein the router module 1s
turther configured to:

generate one or more candidate routes from the origination
point to the destination point; and

assign weights to the generated candidate routes based 1n
part on how much the retrieved routes overlap the can-
didate routes; and

wherein presenting the at least one recommended route to
the particular user using at least one of the received
routes that most closely matches the specified param-
cters includes presenting at least one candidate route
having the highest assigned weight to the particular user.

16. The system of claim 15 wherein the weight assigned to
a particular one of the generated candidate routes 1s propor-
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tional to the distance at least one of the retrieved routes
overlaps the particular one the generated candidate routes.

17. The system of claim 15 wherein the weight assigned to
the particular one of the generated candidate routes 1s propor-
tional to a number of street segments the at least one of the
retrieved routes overlaps the particular one of the generated
candidate routes.

18. The system of claim 15 wherein the weight assigned to
the particular one of the generated candidate routes 1s deter-
mined by the routing module by:

calculating a total distance of the candidate route;

calculating a total distance that at least one segment of the
at least one of the retrieved routes overlaps with a cor-
responding segment of the candidate route; and

assigning a value to the weight that 1s equal to either of the
total distance of overlapping segments, or the total dis-
tance of overlapping segments divided by the total dis-
tance of the candidate route.

19. The system of claim 14 wherein the route module 1s
configured to present to the particular user at least one of the
generated candidate routes having a highest weight.
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20. A computer-readable medium storing a computer pro-
gram, executable by a machine, for selecting and presenting a
route to a user, the computer program comprising executable
instructions for:

storing a plurality of associations, each association

between a route taken by a user and characteristics of the
user;

receving from a particular user a request for at least one

recommended route to a destination point;

formulating a query based on the request and user specified

parameters, including an origination point, the destina-
tion point, and characteristics of other users, to obtain
routes taken by other users;

retrieving from the stored plurality of associations, 1n

response to the query, a plurality of routes taken by other
users having at least some of the characteristics of other
users and related to at least one of the origination point
and the destination point; and

presenting at least one recommended route to the particular

user based on at least one of the retrieved routes that
most closely matches the user specified parameters.
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