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1
CONSTANT CURRENT SOURCE APPARATUS

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present mnvention relates to a constant current source
apparatus and, more particularly, the present invention relates
to a constant current source apparatus that turns a current
flowing to a load on or off.

2. Related Art

A constant current source apparatus such as a current mir-
ror circuit or the like 1s known. The constant current source
apparatus can cause a constant current to flow to a load
regardless of variance of impedance of the load.

A control apparatus controlling operation of the constant
current source apparatus must stop a supply of bias voltage to
the constant current source apparatus 1 a case where the
constant current source apparatus 1s turned off. Accordingly,
the control apparatus i1s unable to turn the constant current
source apparatus on or off by supplying a signal different than
an operating voltage (a logic signal, for example) to the con-
stant current source apparatus.

SUMMARY

Therefore, it 1s an object of an aspect of the present mnven-
tion to provide a constant current source apparatus, which 1s
capable of overcoming the above drawbacks accompanying
the related art. The above and other objects can be achieved by
combinations described in the independent claims. The
dependent claims define turther advantageous and exemplary
combinations of the present invention.

According to a first aspect related to the innovations herein,
one exemplary apparatus may include a constant current
source apparatus. The constant current source apparatus
includes a complementary switching section that selectively
outputs a reference voltage or a driving voltage according to
a control signal and a constant current source circuit that
causes a constant current determined by the reference voltage
to flow to a load 1n a case where the reference voltage 1s
received from the complementary switching section and cuts
off the current tlowing to the load in a case where the driving
voltage 1s received from the complementary switching sec-
tion.

The summary clause does not necessarily describe all nec-
essary features of the embodiments of the present invention.
The present invention may also be a sub-combination of the
teatures described above. The above and other features and
advantages of the present invention will become more appar-
ent from the following description of the embodiments taken
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FI1G. 1 shows a configuration of a negative FET 20 together
with a load 200 according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 2 shows a circuit configuration of a voltage control
oscillator 210 according to the present embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, an embodiment of the present mnvention will
be described. The embodiment does not limit the invention
according to the claims, and all the combinations of the fea-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

tures described 1n the embodiment are not necessarily essen-
tial to means provided by aspects of the invention.

FIG. 1 shows a configuration of a constant current source
apparatus 10 together with a load 200 according to an
embodiment of the present invention. The constant current
source apparatus 10 causes a constant current to flow to the
load 200 1n a case where a control signal indicating “on” 1s
supplied from an external section. Furthermore, the constant
current source apparatus 10 cuts off the current flowing to the
load 200 1n a case where a control signal indicating “off” 1s
supplied from the external section. In other words, the con-
stant current source apparatus 10 sets the current flowing to
the load 200 to be zero 1n a case where the control signal
indicating “oil”” 1s supplied from the external section

The constant current source apparatus 10 1s provided with
a reference voltage generation section 12, a complementary
switching section 14, and a constant current source circuit 16.
The reference voltage generation section 12 generates a ref-
erence voltage V , . For example, the reference voltage gen-
eration section 12 may be a bandgap reference circuit that
generates the reference voltage V...

For example, the bandgap reference circuit uses a diode
supplied with a forward bias to generate the reference voltage
V.- The bandgap reference circuit negates forward voltage
variance according to a negative temperature coellicient of
the diode by generating a voltage having a positive tempera-
ture coelficient. Accordingly, the bandgap reference circuit
can output the constant reference voltage V... in changing
temperatures.

The complementary switching section 14 selectively out-
puts the reference voltage V.. or a driving voltage (in the
present embodiment, a negative driving voltage V, ,) accord-
ing to a control signal. The driving voltage may be a positive
driving voltage V , or a ground potential instead of the nega-
tive driving voltage V, ..

Specifically, the complementary switching section 14 out-
puts the reference voltage V..~ 1n a case where a control
signal mndicating “on” 1s supplied from an external section.
Furthermore, the complementary switching section 14 out-
puts the negative driving voltage V, . 1n a case where a control
signal indicating “off” 1s supplied from the external section.

In the present embodiment, the complementary switching,
section 14 includes a negative FET 20, a positive FET 22, a
bias section 24, a switching circuit 26, and a protection resis-
tor 28. One of either a source or a drain of the negative FET 20
1s connected to the negative driving voltage V, , and the other
source or drain 1s connected to an output end 30 of the
complementary switching section 14. The negative FET 20
receives voltage at a gate according to the control signal.

The negative FET 20 may be an n-type MOSFFET, for
example. In such a case, the source of the negative FET 20 1s
connected to the negative driving voltage V, . and the drain 1s
connected to the output end 30.

One of etther a source or a drain of the positive FET 22 1s
connected to the reference voltage V 5 - and the other source
or drain 1s connected to the output end 30 of the complemen-
tary switching section 14. The positive FET 22 receives volt-
age at a gate according to the control signal and switches
polarity with the negative FET 20.

For example, the positive FET 22 may be a p-type MOS-
FET. In such a case, the source of the positive FET 22 1s
connected to the reference voltage V.. and the drain is
connected to the output end 30.

The bias section 24 supplies to the gate of the negative FE'T
20 and the positive FET 22 a first voltage that turns on the
negative FE'T 20 and turns oif the positive FET 22 (a voltage
suificiently higher than the negative driving voltage V, ) or a
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second voltage that turns oif the negative FET 20 and turns on
the positive FET 22 (a voltage suil]

iciently lower than the
reference voltage V,.-). For example, the bias section 24
may include one or more transistors 32 having a diode-con-
nection and a bias 1nput resistor 33. The one or more transis-
tors 32 are connected serially between the positive driving,
voltage V, and the gate of the negative FET 20 and the
positive FET 22. The bias input resistor 33 1s connected
between the gate of the negative FET 20 and the positive FET
22 and the negative driving voltage V, .. The bias section 24
having such a configuration can supply a first voltage and a
second voltage to the gate of the negative FET 20 and the
positive FET 22.

The switching circuit 26, according to the control signal,
switches between supplying the first voltage to the gate of the
negative FET 20 and the positive FET 22 and supplying the
second voltage to the gate of the negative FET 20 and the
positive FET 22. For example, the switching circuit 26 may be
an npn transistor connected serially in the bias section 24
between the positive driving voltage VP and the gate of the

negative FET 20 and the positive FET 22. In a case where a
control signal indicating “on” 1s supplied from the external
section, the switching circuit 26 causes the current tlowing to
the bias 1nput resistor 33 to be suificiently small, so that the
second voltage (a voltage sufliciently lower than the reference
voltage V »~) 1s provided to the gate of the negative FET 20
and the positive FET 22. Furthermore, 1n a case where a
control signal indicating “off” 1s supplied from the external
section, the switching circuit 26 causes the current flowing to
the bias 1input resistor 33 to be sufficiently large, so that the
first voltage (a voltage suill

iciently higher than the negative
driving voltage V,,) 1s provided to the gate of the negative
FET 20 and the positive FET 22.

The protection resistor 28 1s connected between the output
end 30 of the complementary switching section 14 and the
negative driving voltage V,,. Even in a case where both the
negative FET 20 and the positive FET 22 are momentarily
turned off, the protection resistor 28 described above can set
the negative driving voltage V, , without making the potential
ol the output end 30 inconsistent.

In a case where a control signal indicating “on” 1s supplied
from the external section, the complementary switching sec-
tion 14 configured as described above turns on the posﬂwe
FET 22 and turns oif the negative FET 20. Furthermore, 1n a
case where a control signal indicating “off” 1s supplied from
the external section, the complementary switching section 14
turns on the negative FET 20 and turns off the positive FET
22. Accordingly, the complementary switching section 14 can
selectively output the reference voltage V ,, .- or the negative
driving voltage V, . from the output end 30.

The constant current source circuit 16 receives the refer-
ence voltage V .- or the negative driving voltage V, , output
from the complementary switching section 14. In a case
where the reference voltage V,.- 1s received from the
complementary switching section 14, the constant current
source circuit 16 causes a current determined by the reference
voltage V.- to flow to the load 200. In a case where the
negative driving voltage V, ,1s recerved from the complemen-
tary switching section 14, the constant current source circuit
16 cuts off the flow of current to the load 200.

For example, the constant current source circuit 16 may
include a current mirror circuit 34. The current mirror circuit
34 may include, for example, a control transistor 36, a first
bias transistor 38, a first reference resistor 40, a current source
transistor 42, a second bias transistor 44, and a second refer-
ence resistor 46.
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A base-collector junction of the control transistor 36 1s a
short-circuit. In other words, the control transistor 36 1s a
diode connection. Furthermore, a collector of the control
transistor 36 1s connected to a prescribed bias voltage.

A collector of the first bias transistor 38 1s connected to an
emitter of the control transistor 36 and an emitter of the first
bias transistor 38 i1s connected to the negative driving voltage
V., via the first reference resistor 40. The first reference
resistor 40 has a predetermined resistance value. Further-
more, a base of the first bias transistor 38 i1s supplied with the
reference voltage V.. or the negative driving voltage V, ,
from the complementary switching section 14.

In other words, the first bias transistor 38 1s connected
between the emitter of the control transistor 36 and the nega-
tive driving voltage V, .. In a case where the reference voltage
V . 18 received from the complementary switching section
14, the first bias transistor 38 generates a bias determined by
the reference voltage V .. Furthermore, 1n a case where the
negative driving voltage V, ,1s recetved from the complemen-
tary switching section 14, the first bias transistor 38 becomes
open.

The current source transistor 42 may be a transistor having,
generally the same type of characteristics as the control tran-
sistor 36. A base of the current source transistor 42 1s con-
nected to the base of the control transistor 36. A collector of
the current source transistor 42 1s connected to the load 200
via the load connection end 48. A collector-emitter junction
of the current source transistor 42 described above 1s serially
connected to the load 200, so that the current tlowing to the
load 200 tlows to the collector-emitter junction.

A collector of the second bias transistor 44 1s connected to
the emitter of the current source transistor 42 and an emitter of
the second bias transistor 44 1s connected to the negative
driving voltage V, , via the second reference resistor 46. The
second reference resistor 46 includes a resistance value pro-
portional to the first reference resistor 40. For example, the
second reference resistor 46 may have the same resistance
value as the first reference resistor 40. Furthermore, a base of
the second bias transistor 44 1s supplied with the reference
voltage V.. or the negative driving voltage V, , from the
complementary switching section 14.

In other words, the second bias transistor 44 1s connected
between the emitter of the current source transistor 42 and the
negative driving voltage V, .. In a case where the reference
voltage V .. 1s received from the complementary switching
section 14, the second bias transistor 44 generates a bias
determined by the reference voltage V ,,.... Furthermore, 1n a
case where the negative driving voltage V, , 1s received from
the complementary switching section 14, the second bias
transistor 44 becomes open.

In the current mirror circuit 34 configured as described
above, 1n a case where the reference voltage V ,, .- 1s recerved
from the complementary switching section 14, the collector-
emitter junctions of the first bias transistor 38 and the second
bias transistor 44 become a predetermined bias voltage.
Therefore, a predetermined fixed collector current flows to
the control transistor 36. Then, because the control transistor
36 and the current source transistor 42 function as current
mirrors, a collector current proportional to the collector cur-
rent flowing to the control transistor 36 flows to the current
source transistor 42. For example, a collector current that 1s
the same as the collector current tlowing to the control tran-
sistor 36 flows to the current source transistor 42.

Furthermore, 1in the current mirror circuit 34 described
above, 1n a case where the negative driving voltage V, , 1s
received from the complementary switching section 14, the
collector-emitter junctions of the first bias transistor 38 and
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the second bias transistor 44 become open. Therelfore, a col-
lector current of the control transistor 36 becomes zero, which
causes the collector current of the current source transistor 42
to also become zero.

In the manner described above, the constant current source
apparatus 10 can cause a constant current to flow to the load
200 because the complementary switching section 14 outputs
the reference voltage V..~ 1n a case where a control signal
indicating “on” 1s supplied from the external section. Further-
more, the constant current source apparatus 10 can cut off the
flow of current to the load 200 because the complementary
switching section 14 outputs the negative driving V, ,1n a case
where a control signal indicating “off” 1s supplied from the
external section. Accordingly, through the constant current
source apparatus 10 configured as described above, a constant
current flowing to the load 200 can be turned on or off by
receiving logic signals having different operating voltages.

FIG. 2 shows a circuit configuration of a voltage control
oscillator 210 according to the present embodiment. The
negative FET 20 1s provided with a resonant circuit 52 and an
amplifier circuit 34.

The resonant circuit 32 generates an oscillating signal hav-
ing a frequency according to a control voltage Vcont supplied
from a phase comparator, for example. The resonant circuit
52 passes resonance frequency components of the signal sup-
plied from the amplifier circuit 34 and attenuates the other
frequency components. Therefore, the resonant circuit 52 can
generate the oscillating signal having a frequency according
to the control voltage Vcont.

The amplifier circuit 54 amplifies the oscillating signal
generated by the resonant circuit 52 and feeds the amplified
signal back to the resonant circuit 52. Specifically, the ampli-
fier circuit 34 performs positive feedback amplification on the
oscillating signal generated by the resonant circuit 32 and
supplies the resonant circuit 52 with the thusly amplified
signal. In other words, the amplifier circuit 34 functions as a
negative resistor connected to an input/output junction of the
resonant circuit 52.

The resonant circuit 52 and the amplifier circuit 34 config-
ured as described above can continue to output an oscillating,
signal having a frequency according to the control voltage
Vcont. In other words, the resonant circuit 52 and the ampli-
fier circuit 54 can perform an oscillating operation.

The resonant circuit 32 includes a positive resonance
inductor 66, a negative resonance inductor 68, a positive
resonance capacitor 70, a negative resonance capacitor 72, a
positive variable capacitance diode 74, and a negative vari-
able capacitance diode 76. The resonant circuit 32 outputs a
noninverted oscillating signal from a {irst contact point 62.
Furthermore, the resonant circuit 52 outputs an inverted oscil-
lating signal from a second contact point 64.

The positive resonance inductor 66 1s connected between
the positive driving voltage V , and the first contact point 62.
The negative resonance inductor 68 1s connected between the
positive driving voltage V » and the second contact point 64.

One end of the positive resonance capacitor 70 1s con-
nected to the first contact point 62 and the other end of the
positive resonance capacitor 70 1s connected to a cathode of
the positive variable capacitance diode 74. One end of the
negative resonance capacitor 72 1s connected to the second
contact point 64 and the other end of the positive resonance
capacitor 70 1s connected to a cathode of the negative variable
capacitance diode 76. An anode of the positive variable
capacitance diode 74 1s connected to an anode of the negative
variable capacitance diode 76.

The positive variable capacitance diode 74 and the negative
variable capacitance diode 76 receirve the control voltage
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Vcont supplied from the phase comparator at the anode-
cathode junction. Capacitance of the positive variable capaci-
tance diode 74 and the negative variable capacitance diode 76
1s changed according to the control voltage Vcont received at
the anode-cathode junction.

The resonant circuit 52 described above changes the reso-
nance frequency of the impedance between the first contact
point 62 and the second contact point 64 according to the
supplied control voltage Vcont. Accordingly, the resonant
circuit 52 can output a differential oscillating signal having a
frequency according to the supplied control voltage Vcont.

The amplifier circuit 54 includes the constant current
source apparatus 10, a positive capacitor 82, a negative
capacitor 84, a first amplification transistor 86, a negative bias
resistor 88, a second amplification transistor 90, and a posi-
tive bias resistor 92. The amplifier circuit 54 receives the
noninverted oscillating signal from the first contact point 62,
performs mverted amplification, and feeds the amplified sig-
nal back to the second contact point 64. Furthermore, the
amplifier circuit 34 receives the mverted oscillating signal
from the second contact point 64, performs 1nverted amplifi-
cation, and feeds the amplified signal back to the first contact
point 62.

The amplifier circuit 54 outputs the noninverted oscillating,
signal from a positive oscillating signal output end 94. Fur-
thermore, the amplifier circuit 54 outputs the inverted oscil-
lating signal from a negative oscillating signal output end 96.

Because the constant current source apparatus 10 has gen-
crally the same configuration and function as the constant
current source apparatus 10 shown in FIG. 1, the following
description includes only points of difference and omits 1den-
tical points. The constant current source apparatus 10 causes
a predetermined current Ic to tlow to the negative driving
voltage V, .. Specifically, the constant current source appara-
tus 10 sets the total value of the current tlowing to the negative
driving voltage V,, from the first contact point 62 via the
amplifier circuit 54 and the current flowing to the negative
driving voltage V, , from the second contact point 64 via the
amplifier circuit 54 as the fixed value Ic.

The constant current source apparatus 10 receives from the
external section a control signal instructing the voltage con-
trol oscillator 210 to perform oscillation or stop oscillation. In
a case where a command signal instructing the voltage control
oscillator 210 to perform oscillation 1s received from the
external section, the constant current source apparatus 10
causes current to flow. In a case where a command signal
instructing the voltage control oscillator 210 to stop oscilla-
tion 1s recerved from the external section, the constant current
source apparatus 10 cuts off the current.

The positive capacitor 82 1s serially connected between the
first contact point 62 above the resonant circuit 532 and the
positive oscillating signal output end 94. The positive capaci-
tor 82 can cut off the continuous current tlowing from the first
contact point 62 to the positive oscillating signal output end
94.

Thenegative capacitor 84 1s serially connected between the
second contact point 64 above the resonant circuit 52 and the
negative oscillating signal output end 96. The negative
capacitor 84 can cut off the continuous current flowing from
the second contact point 64 to the negative oscillating signal
output end 96.

The first amplification transistor 86 receives at a base
thereol the noninverted oscillating signal output from the first
contact point 62 of the resonant circuit 32. The negative bias
resistor 88 supplies a bias voltage to the base of the first
amplification transistor 86. The first amplification transistor
86 then feeds back to the second contact point 64 of the
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resonant circuit 52 a current obtained by amplifying the
received noninverted oscillating signal.

The first amplification transistor 86 may be an npn transis-
tor, for example. In such a case, the base of the first amplifi-
cation transistor 86 1s connected to a wire between the posi-
tive oscillating signal output end 94 and the positive capacitor
82, a collector of the first amplification transistor 86 1s con-
nected to the second contact point 64, and an emitter of the
first amplification transistor 86 1s connected to the constant
current source apparatus 10.

The first amplification transistor 86 described above func-
tions as a switch connected between the second contact point
64 and the constant current source apparatus 10. In other
words, the first amplification transistor 86 1s on in a case
where the voltage between the positive oscillating signal out-
put end 94 and the positive capacitor 82 1s greater than a
prescribed voltage and 1s off in a case where the voltage
between the positive oscillating signal output end 94 and the
positive capacitor 82 1s less than or equal to the prescribed
voltage.

The second amplification transistor 90 receives at a base
thereol the inverted oscillating signal output from the second
contact point 64 of the resonant circuit 52. The positive bias
resistor 92 supplies a bias voltage to the base of the second
amplification transistor 90. The second amplification transis-
tor 90 then feeds back to the first contact point 62 of the
resonant circuit 52 a current obtained by amplifying the
received 1nverted oscillating signal.

The second amplification transistor 90 may be an npn
transistor, for example. In such a case, the base of the second
amplification transistor 90 1s connected to a wire between the
negative oscillating signal output end 96 and the negative
capacitor 84, a collector of the second amplification transistor
90 1s connected to the first contact point 62, and an emitter of
the second amplification transistor 90 1s connected to the
constant current source apparatus 10.

The second amplification transistor 90 described above
functions as a switch connected between the first contact
point 62 and the constant current source apparatus 10. In other
words, the second amplification transistor 90 1s on 1n a case
where the voltage between the negative oscillating signal
output end 96 and the negative capacitor 84 1s greater than the
prescribed voltage and 1s off in a case where the voltage
between the negative oscillating signal output end 96 and the
negative capacitor 84 1s less than or equal to the prescribed
voltage.

The amplifier circuit 54 described above can perform
inverted amplification on the noninverted oscillating signal
output from the first contact point 62 of the resonant circuit 52
and feed the amplified signal back to the second contact point
64 of the resonant circuit 32. In addition, the amplifier circuit
54 can perform inverted amplification on the inverted oscil-
lating signal output from the second contact point 64 of the
resonant circuit 52 and feed the amplified signal back to the
first contact point 62 of the resonant circuit 32. Therefore, the
resonant circuit 52 and the amplifier circuit 54 can perform
positive feedback amplification on the differential oscillating
signal having a prescribed frequency.

The voltage control oscillator 210 described above can
output an oscillating signal 1n a case where a command signal
istructing performance of oscillation 1s received from the
external section because the constant current source appara-
tus 10 continuously causes the constant current to flow to
perform the amplification operation on the oscillating signal.
Furthermore, the voltage control oscillator 210 can stop oscil-
lation 1n a case where a command signal instructing stoppage
of oscillation 1s recerved from the external section because the
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constant current source apparatus 10 cuts off the flowing
current to stop the amplification operation of the oscillating
signal.

While the embodiment of the present invention has been
described, the technical scope of the mmvention 1s not limited
to the above described embodiment. It 1s apparent to persons
skilled 1n the art that various alterations and improvements
can be added to the above-described embodiment. It 1s also
apparent from the scope of the claims that the embodiments
added with such alterations or improvements can be included
in the technical scope of the mnvention.

What 1s claimed 1is:

1. A constant current source apparatus, comprising:

a complementary switching section that selectively outputs
a reference voltage or a driving voltage according to a
control signal; and

a constant current source circuit that causes a constant
current determined by the reference voltage to flow to a
load 1n a case where the reference voltage 1s recerved
from the complementary switching section and cuts off
the current flowing to the load 1n a case where the driving
voltage 1s recerved from the complementary switching
section,

wherein the complementary switching section further
includes:

a first FET 1n which one of either a source or a drain 1s
connected to the driving voltage, the other source or
drain 1s connected to an output end of the complemen-
tary switching section, and a gate receives the voltage
according to the control signal;

a second FET that switches to an opposite polarity of the
first FET, 1n which one of either a source or a drain 1s
connected to the reference voltage, the other source or
drain 1s connected to the output end of the complemen-
tary switching section, and a gate recerves the voltage
according to the control signal;

a bias section that supplies to a gate of the first FET and the
second FET a first voltage that turns the first FET on and
turns the second FET off or a second voltage that turns
the first FET off and turns the second FET on; and

a switching circuit that switches between supplying the

first voltage to the gate of the first FET and the second

FET and supplying the second voltage to the gate of the

first FET and the second FET according to the control

signal.

2. The constant current source apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the constant current source circuit includes
a current mirror circuit that causes the current determined by
the reference voltage recetved from the complementary
switching section to flow to the load.

3. The constant current source apparatus according to
claim 2, wherein the current mirror circuit includes:

a diode-connected control transistor; and

a current source transistor that causes a current flowing to

the load to flow to a collector-emitter junction thereof
and 1n which a base thereot 1s connected to a base of the
control transistor.

4. The constant current source apparatus according to
claim 3, wherein the current mirror circuit further includes:

a first bias transistor that 1s connected between an emitter of

the control transistor and the driving voltage and gener-
ates a bias determined by the reference voltage recerved
from the complementary switching section; and

a second bias transistor that 1s connected between an emit-

ter of the current source transistor and the driving volt-




US 7,952,342 B2

9

age and generates a bias determined by the reference
voltage received from the complementary switching
section.

5. The constant current source apparatus according to
claim 4, wherein the first bias transistor and the second bias
transistor become open 1n a case where the driving voltage 1s
received from the complementary switching section.

6. The constant current source apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the complementary switching section fur-
ther includes a protection resistor connected between an out-
put end of the complementary switching section and the driv-
ing voltage.

7. The constant current source apparatus according to
claim 1, further comprising a bandgap reference circuit that
generates the reference voltage.

8. The constant current source apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the constant current source circuit 1S con-
nected to an output end of the complementary switching
section.

9. The constant current source apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the load 1s connected to the constant current
source circuit.

10. The constant current source apparatus according to
claam 1, wherein the reference voltage 1s received at the
constant current source circuit from the complementary
switching section via an output end of the complementary
switching section.

11. The constant current source apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the driving voltage 1s received at the constant
Current source circuit from the complementary switching
section via an output end of the complementary switching
section.

12. The constant current source apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the constant current source circuit, con-
nected to an output end of the complementary switching
section, causes the constant current determined by the refer-
ence voltage to flow to the load, connected to the constant
current source circuit, 1n a case where the reference voltage 1s
received from the complementary switching section via the
output end, and cuts off the current flowing to the load 1n a
case where the driving voltage 1s recerved from the comple-
mentary switching section via the output end.
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13. The constant current source apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the control signal 1s supplied from an exter-
nal section.

14. The constant current source apparatus according to
claim 13, wherein the complementary switching section out-
puts the reference voltage 1n a case where the control signal
indicating ON 1s supplied from the external section.

15. The constant current source apparatus according to
claim 13, wherein the complementary switching section out-
puts the driving voltage in a case where the control signal
indicating OFF 1s supplied from the external section.

16. A current control method comprising:

selectively outputting, by a complementary switching sec-

tion, a reference voltage or a driving voltage according
to a control signal, wherein the complementary switch-
ing section includes: a first FET 1n which one of either a
source or a drain 1s connected to the driving voltage, the
other source or drain 1s connected to an output end of the
complementary switching section, and a gate receives
the voltage according to the control signal; a second FET
that switches to an opposite polarity of the first FET, in
which one of either a source or a drain 1s connected to the
reference voltage, the other source or drain 1s connected
to the output end of the complementary switching sec-
tion, and a gate receives the voltage according to the
control signal; a bias section that supplies to a gate of the
first FE'T and the second FET a first voltage that turns the
first FET on and turns the second FET off or a second
voltage that turns the first FET oif and turns the second
FET on; and a switching circuit that switches between
supplying the first voltage to the gate of the first FE'T and
the second FET and supplying the second voltage to the
gate of the first FE'T and the second FET according to the
control signal;

causing a constant current determined by the reference

voltage to flow to a load 1n a case where the reference
voltage 1s recerved from the complementary switching
section; and

cutting off the current flowing to the load in a case where

the driving voltage 1s received from the complementary
switching section.
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