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1
LEARNING BRACELET

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This mvention relates generally to the field of education,
and more specifically to the learming of vocabulary words,
phrases and/or short messages. Most specifically, the inven-
tionrelates to a learning bracelet that can be worn by a student
in school or at home. The bracelet has a compartment/space to
display a vocabulary word, a phrase and/or short messages so
that 1t can be observed by the student during the day and
referred to when needed. The invention further pertains to a
learning bracelet kit and method of learning new vocabulary
suing the learning bracelet and/or kait.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Teachers, parents, and coaches are constantly looking for
new resources to aid 1n the education process in the school-
room, the athletic arena, and the like. Educators would 1deally
like to have cost effective products that are also reusable as
aids for the students to use when they are performing their
lessons.

Although computers and the internet have provided many
new learning tools, these learning tools usually need to be
used under adult supervision and/or cannot be used by all
students 1n the class at the same time. In addition, to use
computer based programs the students must be locked 1n front
of the computer and cannot move about.

In more structured environments, such as educational
classrooms, a variety of word lists and workbooks have been
prepared for teaching vocabulary. One common classroom
method begins with the highly structured pre-testing of

vocabulary, followed by a study of new or challenging words
such as with work sheets or homework problems, and then
post-testing. The word lists may be found in bound texts, or on
loose work sheets. While this approach has been used suc-
cessiully with a large number of students, and tends to teach
a large vocabulary 1n a relatively short period of time, this
technique 1s only practical where the students have significant
time available for classroom and study.

The above method does not work, however, for all students
at all times. Many students need consistent, repetitive rein-
forcement on particular concepts and or content areas. All
students have different learning styles and needs. Some are
visual, linguistic, and or tactile learners. These three learning
styles are part of the multiple 1ntelligences. To implement
these three intelligences, there 1s a need for a fun and 1nno-
vative way to get the student, with istructional support and
reinforcement, to focus their attention 1n an enriching way.

Several popular games have been created that offer stu-
dents more opportunities to learn vocabulary words in a more
relaxed and entertaining setting. Among these are well-
known games that offer real words and definitions, together
with opportunities for participants to create either imaginary
words or imaginary definitions. Then the participants must try
to 1dentily the real word or definition. Unfortunately, and
much like the word lists referred to above, the words are rarely
seen more than once or twice, and when they are seen multiple
times by the players, the alternatives that the players create as
a part of the game tend to obfuscate one’s memory of the real
word and definition. Consequently, many of these games have
only limited value 1n expanding vocabulary.

Many educational tools are available on the market, but all
have their shortcomings. For example, one educational aid
available 1s a ring binder with pages having partially printed
sentences, and spaces for attaching Velcro™-backed words
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and pictures that can be used to complete the sentences. A
chuld will read a sentence and then select pictures and words

to complete the sentence. This book 1s primarily directed
towards new readers, and 1s relatively bulky. The concept may
perform well 1n a fixed location such as a classroom, but once
again this concept 1s limited then to students who are able to
dedicate larger amounts of time during a day to studies and
where the book can remain safe and protected within the
confines of the classroom environment. Outside of the class-
room, pieces get lost, Velcro™ gets clogged with lint and/or
dust, and water may damage the book.

Another educational device that has been available on the
market today 1s a transparent card having an inquiry printed
on the face of the card. When the card 1s held up to a light, a
word or picture will be provided responsive to or explanatory
of the mnquiry. This type of educational aid offers a relatively
large selection of vocabulary words and more repetitive
development of each word. Unfortunately, the cards are also
not particularly portable, owing to the probabaility for loss or
damage. The effort of picking up a dropped card deck just one
time will curb many instructors from using this device.

Still another device 1s a workbook for teaching foreign
languages, including various embodiments therein. This par-
ticular workbook uses facing pages that include, on one page,
words and a picture in both languages and, on an opposite
page, words 1n one language, pictures, and a space for writing
in the other language. These workbooks are illustrative of the
prior art text and workbooks, which may be found in a school
or a structured 1nstructional course.

Finally, another learning device available on the market
today 1s a collection of disks or tablets that extends about a
closed ring. Each disk or tablet may include an inquiry upon
one side and a response or reply upon the other. The ring 1s a
closed ring, which thereby permits the educational device to
be used by children 1n a relatively unsupervised manner. The
aforementioned examples are not meant to be exhaustive but
are meant to briefly demonstrate the shortcomings of popular
learning tools. What 1s needed instead is a teaching device
that 1s designed for children alike that may be, unobtrusive,
durable, self-paced, readily expanded, easily manufactured,
portable, easy to use and compactly packaged.

The learning bracelet of the present invention represents a
teaching device that overcomes the shortcomings of the learn-
ing devices available on the market today. In addition, the
learning bracelet provides a fun, reusable, teaching device
that 1s easy to use, inexpensive and allows an instructor to
provide an avenue for students to get consistent, repetitive
reinforcement on particular concepts and areas. The device of
the present invention, allows the instructor to customize the
information 1n the learning bracelet to each individual stu-
dent. This customization 1s not usually available 1n published
books, lists, and/or index cards. The learning bracelet briefly
discussed above 1s further described 1n the sections immedi-
ately following.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention 1s directed to a learming device that 1s
an educational reminder for all students 1n all content areas. In
particular, the present invention 1s directed to a learming
bracelet for reinforcing new concepts. The learning bracelet
ol the present invention comprises a bracelet body having a
compartment for receiving and displaying information
scribed on a tangible medium. The compartment for recerving,
and displaying information comprises at least two portions
configured to hold and display information scribed on the
tangible medium. In one embodiment the compartment 1s
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configured to have at least two portions and at least one of the
portions being at least partially translucent so as to display the

information at a glance.

In an alternative embodiment the learning bracelet, the
bracelet body comprises a LCD display for displaying infor-
mation, the LCD having a communication means for com-
municating with a computer processing unit so that the tag
and/or phrases to be learned can be programmed 1nto the LCD
display.

The body of the learning bracelet 1s attached and/or 1s
contiguous with a strap assembly that includes a strap mem-
ber. The strap member can be a single contiguous strap that 1s
not adjustable, like a bangle bracelet, or can be 1n two distinct
sections. The sections can be joined together once the bracelet
1s placed onto the user. The two distinct sections may be
fastened using Velcro®, a buckling system (much like a strap
on an adjustable watch band), a clasps system or the like. This
system, unlike the bangle bracelet structure discussed above,
allows the recipient to tighten the bracelet so that the learning
tag within the body compartment 1s properly displayed.

Another embodiment of the invention 1s directed to a learn-
ing bracelet kit for reimnforcing new concepts comprising the
learning bracelet as described above and a sheet of material
for printing vocabulary words and the like, divided nto
defined shapes by separatable lines. In the alternative, the kit
can contain pre-printed, pre-sized tags that can be placed into
the display compartment of the bracelet for viewing.

Another embodiment of the present invention 1s directed to
a learning bracelet kit for reinforcing new concepts compris-
ing a learning bracelet as described above, a learning tag book
having a story where particular words in addition to being
printed 1n the book also have corresponding learning tags
attached to the book at the particular place where the words
appear. The learning tag can be removeably attached to the
book so that the learning tags can be given to students once the
words has been read so that the students can inset them 1nto
their learning bracelet for study.

Still another embodiment of the invention 1s directed to a
method for teaching new vocabulary words using the learning
bracelet of claim and/or the learning bracelet kit described
herein.

The present invention 1s further described 1n detail 1in the
tollowing sections 1n connection with FIGS. 1-5.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES
FI1G. 1:
(10) Learning Bracelet

(20) Strap Assembly

(30) Compartment Cover
(40) Transparent Window
(50) Learning Tag
(60) Snap
(70) First Portion of Fastening Material
(80) Second Portion of Fastening Material
(90) Body of Compartment
FI1G. 2:
(100) Learning Bracelet
(110) First Portion of Fastening Material
(120) Second Portion of Fastening Material
(130) Strap Assembly
(140) Learning Tag
(150) Insert Opening
(160) Compartment
(170) Transparent Window
FI1G. 3:
(200) Learning Bracelet
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(210) First Portion of Fastening Material
(220) Second Portion of Fastening Material

(230) Strap Assembly
(240) Clear Material Compartment
(250) Insert Opening
(260) First Learning Tag
(270) Second Learning Tag,
(280) Third Learning Tag
FIG. 4:
(300) Continuous Strap Learning Bracelet
(310) Bangle Bracelet Strap
(320) Insert Opening
(330) Clear Compartment
(340) Learning Tag
FIG. 5:
(400) Learning Bracelet Kit
(405) Learning Bracelet
(410) Continuous Strap Assembly
(420) Compartment with Transparent Portion
(430) Learning Tag
(440) Insert Opening
(450) Learning Tag Sheet
(460) Pre-printed Tag
(470) Vertical Separating Line
(480) Horizontal Separating Line
(485) Learning Tag Attachment
(490) Pre-printed Tag
(495) Learning Bracelet Book

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present mvention 1s directed to a learning and/or
memory bracelet that can be worn on the wrist of the user. The
learning bracelet can be used as a learning tool for grade
school students that need constant reinforcement 1n order to
learn new concepts. The learning bracelet can be worn by a
student while 1n class (or at home) and the word or phrase of
the day can written on a learning tag and inserted into the
display portion of the learning bracelet so that the word
scribed on the mserted learning tag can be referred to by the
user throughout the class (or at home).

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of a learning bracelet (10)
that has a strap assembly (20). The strap assemble (20) 1s
connected to a compartment having a compartment cover
(30) with an at least partially transparent window (40). The
compartment cover (30) 1s attached to the body of the com-
partment (90) that has a snap mechanism (60) which allows
the compartment cover (30) to snap close onto the bracelet
body (90) 1 order to encase the learming tag (50) 1n place.
Once shut, the learning tag (50) can be viewed through the at
least partially transparent window (40) of the compartment,
as 1t remains secured 1n place.

The compartment 1s attached to the strap assembly (20).
The strap assembly (20) has a first portion of fastening mate-
rial (70) on one end of the strap assembly (20) and a second
portion of fastening material (80) on the other end. When the
first portion of fastening material (70) 1s brought into contact
with the second portion of fastening material (80) the strap
assembly 1s 1 a closed configuration. Adjusting the first
portion of fastening material (70) and the second fastening
material (80) allows the user to tighten the strap assembly to
the user’s wrist.

When the word on the learning tag (50) needs to be
changed, the compartment cover (30) 1s unsnapped and/or
opened to reveal the learning tag. The learning tag 1s removed,
and a new learning tag can be nserted. Once the new tag is 1n
place, the compartment cover (30) can be closed to secure the
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learning tag in position and display the new word 1n the
transparent window (40). This can be repeated over and over
again so as to make the learning bracelet an economical
reusable learning tool.

FIG. 2 shows a perspective view of an alternative embodi-
ment of the learning bracelet. Like the learning bracelet in
FIG. 1, the learning bracelet (100) shown in FI1G. 2 has a strap
assembly (130) with a first and second portions of fastening
material (10) and (120) respectively. Like the previous
embodiment, the strap assemble can be closed together by
contacting the first and second fastening portions of the strap
assembly.

In another embodiment of the invention, the fastening
material can be selected from the group consisting essentially
of Velcro™, lock-tight material, adhesive strips, clasps sys-
tems, button and button holes, snaps, magnetic claps and the
like.

The compartment (160) of FIG. 2 differs from the com-
partment of FIG. 1 in that 1t 1s a continuous configuration that
has a transparent window (170) and an 1nsert opening (150).
In order to position the learning tag (140) 1n place, the leamn-
ing tag 1s mserted into the msertion opening and positioned 1n
the transparent window (170). The learning tag can be made
of a thicker paper like cardboard so that 1t fits tightly 1n the
compartment and does not fall out. In the alternative, the
learning tag (140) can be folded or made of plastic so as to
have the same aflect as stated above.

FIG. 3 shows the same perspective view as 1n FIG. 2, with
several single strip two-ply learning tags that can be inserted
into mnsert opening (250) into compartment (240). As indi-
cated 1n this embodiment, compartment (240) can be entirely
made of clear plastic making the window portion (shown in
FIGS. 1 & 2) unnecessary.

FI1G. 4 shows a learning bracelet (300) having a continuous
strap assembly (310). The continuous strap assemble (310)
allows the learning bracelet (300) to slip over the user’s hand,
like a bangle bracelet, so that 1t 1s positioned on the user’s
wrist. The learning bracelet (300) has a clear compartment
(330) with and 1nsert opening (320) for inserting the learning
tag (340). The learning bracelet with the continuous strap can
be made of a stretchable material so that it can expand to slide
over the knuckles of the user for wearing and contract back to
its normal size to it tightly on the wrist once 1n position.

Another embodiment of the 1nvention 1s directed to a learn-
ing bracelet kit (400). The learning bracelet kit (400) can
contain one or more learning bracelets (405) of either the
continuous strap assembly type or the adjustable strap assem-
bly type. In addition to the bracelets, the kit has at least one
learning tag sheet (450) having vertical and horizontal sepa-
rable lines (480) and (470) respectively. The sheet can be
configured so as to be printer {riendly and/or can come with a
series of terms already printed on the labels.

In another embodiment, the kit contains a learning book
(495) that has removable learming tags (485) positioned
throughout that can be removed and placed in the learning
bracelet (410) as part of a learning lesson. Once the learning
book (495) 1s read the first time and the removable learning
tags (485) are distributed to various students 1n the class so
that they can be inserted into their learning bracelet (410), the
students are able to study their word throughout the day.

At the end of the day, or the beginning of the next school
day, the book can be read for a second time and as the story 1s
read and each learning tag that was removed 1s approached
the teacher can call out the word and the person that has the
learning tag in their bracelet can bring 1t to the teacher so that
it can be reattached to the book. The book can either have a
paste strip 1n the spaces 1n the book where the learning tags
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are positioned and/or a slit to 1nsert the tag. Either way the
learning bracelet kit allows for an interactive reading session
everyday that the students will find enjoyable. The kit can
contain several of these books that can be used over and over
again with the learning bracelet.

Also part of the present invention 1s a method for teaching
new vocabulary words and or concepts using the learming
bracelet and/or the learning bracelet kit containing the learn-
ing book.

It 1s understood that the learning bracelet can be made out
of one or more of the following materials leather, polyethyl-
ene, PVC, plastic, rubber, and silicone based material, and/or
manmade materials. It 1s also anticipated that a computation
of these matenals can be used to make the learning bracelet.
For example, the strap of the learning bracelet can be made
out of leather where the compartment can be made out of
PVC. Theretfore 1t 1s within the scope of the invention that
combinations of the materials can be used to make the learn-
ing bracelet.

In addition, the learning bracelet can be made from mold-
ing techniques that are well known 1n the art as well manual or
machine driven assembly. All 1n all, depending on the mate-
rial used to make the bracelet one skilled 1n the art would
understand the different techniques that can be used to make
the bracelet efficiently.

The learning bracelet can also be used as a memory brace-
let. For example, an elderly person can place a time schedule
for taking medicine, a specific task to be completed or some
other information that the elderly person may need to be
remember. The elderly person can wear the bracelet during
the day and refer to the message periodically so as to jog the
clderly person’s memory. The structure of the bracelet to be
used as a memory does not differ from the structure of the
bracelet used for learning new concepts described above.

While the invention has been illustrated and described with
respect to specific illustrative embodiments and modes of
practice, 1t will be apparent to those skilled i1n the art that
various modifications and improvements may be made with-
out departing from the scope and spirit of the ivention.
Accordingly, the invention 1s not to be limited by the 1llustra-
tive embodiments and modes of practice.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A method teaching new vocabulary words comprising:

(1) providing a learning bracelet having a display for dis-
playing vocabulary words attached to a strap configured
to secure said learning bracelet to a student’s arm;

(1) securing said learning bracelet to a student’s arm so that
said bracelet remains positioned on said student’s arm
for the duration in which said learning bracelet 1s worn
and said display is visible by said student wearing said
learning bracelet;

(111) assigning a word to a student wearing said learning
bracelet from a lesson plan and displaying said word on
said display of said learning bracelet so that said vocabu-
lary word 1s visible to said student wearing said learning,
bracelet;

(1v) using the vocabulary word as part of said lesson plan
and reviewing said vocabulary word with the student as
it 1s displayed on the students arm 1n full view;

(v) removing said vocabulary word from said display and
replacing 1t with a different word form said lesson plan;
and

(v1) repeating step (v) as necessary.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein a lesson plan 1s provided

which has a plurality of new vocabulary words to be assigned
to students 1n a class that are wearing said learning bracelet.
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3. The method of claim 2 wherein said vocabulary words to
be assigned are used in a story that 1s read out loud to the
students to further reinforce the assigned vocabulary words.

4. The method of claim 3 wherein said lesson plan provides
tor the reading of the story from which the vocabulary words
taken a second time and when said words are read a teacher
can call out the word and the student that has said vocabulary
word on their bracelet can pronounce the word and or spell the
word and/or provide a definition for the word when called
upon.

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the learming bracelet
attached to the student’s arm 1s shaped like a cartoon charac-
ter or an ammal.

6. A method teaching new vocabulary words comprising:

(1) providing a learning bracelet having an inscribable eras-
able surface for displaying vocabulary words attached to
a strap configured to secure said learning bracelet to a
student’s arm;

(11) securing said learning bracelet to a student’s arm so that
said bracelet remains positioned on said student’s arm
for the duration in which said learning bracelet 1s worn
and a vocabulary word inscribed on said inscribable
erasable surface remains visible by said student wearing
said learming bracelet;

(111) assigning a word to a student wearing said learning
bracelet from a lesson plan and inscribing said word on

10

15

20

25

8

said 1nscribable erasable surface so that said vocabulary
word 1s visible to said student wearing said learming
bracelet;

(1v) using the vocabulary word as part of said lesson plan
and reviewing said vocabulary word with said student as
it 1s displayed on said student’s arm;

(v) erasing said vocabulary word from said inscribable
crasable surface and inscribing a new word taken form
said lesson plan on said inscribable erasable surface; and

(v1) repeating steps (1v) and (v) as necessary.

7. The method of claim 5 wherein a lesson plan 1s provided
which has a plurality of new vocabulary words to be assigned
to students 1n a class that are wearing said learning bracelet.

8. The method of claim 6 wherein said vocabulary words to
be assigned are used 1n a story that 1s read out loud to the
students to further reinforce the assigned vocabulary words.

9. The method of claim 8 wherein said lesson plan provides
for the reading of the story from which the vocabulary words
taken a second time and when said words are read a teacher
can call out the word and the student that has said vocabulary
word on their bracelet can pronounce the word and or spell the
word and/or provide a definition for the word when called
upon.

10. The method of claim 5 wherein the learning bracelet
attached to the student 1s shaped like a cartoon character or an
animal.
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