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through opening 1n the proximal end portion of each hook
member. When 1n an open configuration, the first hook mem-
ber 1s adapted for placement over a door or other object while
the second hook projects outwardly therefrom and 1s adapted
to recerve and hold an article of clothing, a bag, or other
object.

2 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
UNIVERSAL TRAVEL HOOK

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to a universal travel
hook, and more particularly, to a universal travel hook with
that has components adapted to be easily rotated relative to
one another to transform between a compact travel state and
an open state such that the hook can be used to hang clothing
and other objects when other hooks are not readily available
or usable. In one embodiment, the present invention relates to
a hook assembly with two hook members which are rotation-
ally connected to a key ring. When pivoted 180° about one
axis from each other, the hook members open 1n opposite
directions such that one hook member opens downwardly and
can be hooked over a door or other object while the other hook
member opens upwardly and projects out and 1s adapted to
support other objects such as coats, backpacks, garment bags,
carry-on luggage, or other items.

When faced with changing in public restrooms, hanging
space 1s an important convenience, but 1t 1s not always an
available option. Even when hooks are present, such public
restroom hooks may not be suificient 1n size or load capacity
depending on the size and weight of the bags or clothing items
that need to be hung. Additionally, hooks may also be desir-
able 1 hotel rooms, which rarely have suificient counter
space for all of one’s things. Indeed, hooks are often desirable
in a multitude of places—Ilocker rooms, shower facilities,
oflices, diaper changing areas, barracks, airports and while
camping. However, hooks are often unavailable i such
places or are not well configured to support what 1s needed.

Portable hooks can help to alleviate this problem. How-
ever, many portable hook designs are not universal—ifor
example, they may be suitable to fit over a door, but are not
suitable to be used anywhere else. It 1s therefore desirable to
create a compact hook apparatus which can be used on bath-
room stall dividers, full frame doors, closet clothes bars,
hinges or other structures which are strong enough to support
backpacks, carry-on luggage, coats and/or clothing yet they
are compact and multi-orientatable.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present 1nvention overcomes many of the shortcom-
ings and limitations of the prior art hook devices and teaches
the construction and operation of several embodiments of a
universal travel hook. As will be discussed below, the hook
members 1n the present embodiments are more versatile than
hooks that can only be used 1n a single situation, and they are
collapsible to a compact, low profile state suitable for travel.

In one embodiment, the present hook apparatus includes
first and second generally U-shaped hook members each hav-
ing a distal end portion and a proximal end portion. A con-
nector 1s pivotally connected to the proximal end portions of
the first and second hook members. In one embodiment, the
connector 1s a split ring, such as 1s used for key rings, and the
proximal end portion of each hook member includes a
through hole or opening for receipt of and rotational attach-
ment to the split ring or other connector. At least one of the
hook members 1s articulated to rotate about the connector by
preferably 180° of rotation from a closed configuration or
travel state to an open configuration about at least one axis,
though more or less rotation along one or more than one axis
may be required depending on the configuration of the sur-
roundings to which it 1s attached, such that the first hook
member opens generally opposite the second hook member
when so rotated. The first hook member opens generally in the
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same direction as the second hook member 1n a side-by-side
relationship when 1n 1ts closed, non-rotated, configuration.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a better understanding of the various embodiments of
the present invention, reference may be made to the accom-
panying drawings, wherein like numbers refer to like or simi-
lar parts and/or construction.

FIG. 1 1s a front elevation view of one embodiment of a
umversal travel hook wherein the connector 1s a split ring and
the unmiversal hook assembly 1s 1n a closed configuration.

FIG. 2 1s an 1sometric view of one embodiment of a uni-
versal travel hook wherein the connector 1s a split ring and at
least one hook member 1s rotated to an open configuration.

FIG. 3 15 a 1sometric view of an embodiment of the univer-
sal travel hook 1n use with a bathroom stall door.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

One embodiment of the present invention 1s illustrated 1n
FIGS. 1-3. Referring to the drawings more particularly by
reference numbers, the number 100 in FIGS. 1-3 1dentily one
embodiment of a universal travel hook assembly constructed
in accordance with the teachings of the present invention.
Travel hook 100 includes first and second generally U-shaped
hook members 110, each having a distal end portion 115 and
a proximal end portion 120, and spaced apartlegs 125 and 130
connected together by a bight 135. Travel hook 100 also
includes a connector 140, which 1n FIGS. 1-3 1s illustrated as
a split ring. As best seen 1n FIG. 2, the connector 140 extends
through a through hole or opening 160 1n the proximal end
portion 120 of each hook member 110, allowing each hook
member 110 to independently rotate or revolve around the
split ring connector 140 in three axes of movement. Though
the connector 140 1s illustrated as a split ring, 1t may also be
a flexible cable or a pin which secures the first and second
hook members together for rotational movement about the
connector, or it may be any other connector which 1s known 1n
the art which allows for rotation of at least one hook member
110 relative to the other. Additionally, the hook members 110
may be alternatively connected to connector 140 1in any way
known 1n the art which allows for rotation of at least one hook
member 110 about the connector 140 and relative to the other
hook member 110.

FIG. 1 shows travel hook 100 1n a closed configuration
which 1s compact and suitable for travel. The two hook mem-
bers 110 open generally 1n the same direction 1n a side-by-
side relationship when 1n this closed configuration. When 1n
the closed configuration, an existing hook may be placed
through the opening in the connector 140 or the connector
may be placed on top of an existing hook such that both hook
members 110 may be used as hooks. Additionally, both hook
members 110 may be placed over an object, allowing an 1tem
with 1ts own hook to be hung through the split ring connector
140.

FIGS. 2 and 3 show travel hook 100 1n an open configura-
tion. One hook member 110 1s revolved or rotated around
connector 140 by approximately 180° such that one hook
member 110 opens generally opposite the other hook member
110. As best shown 1n FIG. 3, 1n this configuration, the mouth
150 and throat 145 of one hook member 110 can be placed
over a door, a bathroom door, a stall divider, a hinge or other
suitable object. FIG. 3 illustrates a travel hook 100 placed
over a hinge 310 located between a bathroom stall door 320
and a bathroom stall divider 330. The other hook member 110

1s 1llustrated as projecting outwardly thereby being available
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for hanging bags, clothing or other objects therefrom and
such other hook member can be further rotated to accommo-
date obstructions, such as also being rotatable side-to-side
about 1ts hole 160 at a particular location along the periphery
of the ring member such as location 165 as illustrated 1n
FIGS. 2 and 3. Side-to-side rotation of the hook members 110
1s 1llustrated by the arrows 170 in FIGS. 2 and 3. The universal
travel hook 100 1s preferably made of a metal strong enough
to withstand large loads, though 1t may be made of any mate-
rial which has suificient strength to support such a load.

One or more embodiments of the present invention allow
for the use and enjoyment of a universal travel hook assembly
100. Although only two hook members 110 are shown pivot-
ally connected to connector 140 for rotation therearound, 1t 1s
recognized and anticipated that any number of hook members
110 may be pivotally connected to connector 140. As such,
the present universal travel hook 100 1s adapted to be compact
when 1n a closed configuration for travel and storage, and 1s
adapted for hanging on a door, bathroom door, stall divider,
hinge or other object to provide a hook when in an open
configuration. Thus, a umiversal travel hook assembly 100 1s
suitable for many different situations, and can be easily
reduced in size for travel.

As 1s evident from the foregoing description, certain
aspects of the present invention are not limited by the particu-
lar details of the examples and drawings 1llustrated herein,
and 1t 1s therefore contemplated that still other modifications,
applications, or equivalents thereof, will occur to those
skilled 1n the art.

Thus, there has been shown and described several embodi-
ments of anovel hook assembly which 1s adaptable for use by
travelers and users of all ages. Many changes, modifications,
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variations and other uses and applications of the present
invention will, however, become apparent to those skilled 1n
the art after considering this specification and the accompa-
nying drawings. All such modifications, variations and other
uses 1n applications which do not depart from the spirit and
scope from the present invention are deemed to be covered by
the present ivention which 1s limited only by the claims
which follow.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A hanging apparatus comprising:

first and second U-shaped hook members, said hook mem-
bers each having a distal end portion and a proximal end
portion and being movable between a closed travel con-
figuration and an open configuration;

a ring member pivotally connected to said hook members
adjacent the proximal end portions thereof, said ring
member extending through a hole formed 1n the proxi-
mal end portion of each hook member, both of said first
and second hook members being rotatable around the
periphery of said ring member for at least 180° of rota-
tion and being further rotatable 1 a side-to-side direc-
tion at any particular location along the periphery of said
ring member such that the first hook member faces gen-
erally opposite the second hook member when said hook
members are 1n their open configuration, and said first
hook member facing generally the same direction as said
second hook member when said hook members are 1n
their closed travel configuration.

2. The hanging apparatus of claim 1 wherein said ring

member imcludes a split ring member.
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