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1
LED LIGHT FIXTURE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELAT.
APPLICATION

T
.

This application 1s a continuation of co-pending U.S.

patent application Ser. No. 12/032,026 filed on Feb. 15, 2008
now U.S. Pat. No. 7,766,536, entitled “LED Light Fixture,”
the entire subject matter of which i1s incorporated herein by
reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This ivention relates, 1n general, to lighting and, 1n par-
ticular, to an LED light fixture.

BACKGROUND ART

Standard incandescent lighting remains the light of choice
for most applications today and yet 1t 1s relatively meilficient
and fails more often relative to other lighting options. Fluo-
rescent bulbs have been around for decades. They have been
the indoor lamp of choice 1n many applications such as office
lighting because of their efliciency compared to incandescent
lighting. However, fluorescent lighting also has 1ts detractors.
The rising cost of energy and the desire to reduce energy use
to minimize our “carbon footprint” has caused a look for other
types of lighting.

The light produced by a light emitting diode (LED) 1s
emitted from a solid object, 1.e., a block of semiconductor—
rather than from a vacuum or gas tube, as 1s the case in
traditional incandescent light bulbs and fluorescent lamps.
Unlike traditional lighting, an LED creates visible light with
reduced heat generation or parasitic energy dissipation. In
addition, 1ts solid-state nature (1.e., from a solid object and not
a vacuum or gas tube) provides for greater resistance to shock,
vibration, and wear, thereby increasing its lifespan signifi-
cantly.

An LED 1s usually a small area source, often with extra
optics added to the chip that shapes its radiation pattern.
LED’s are often used as small indicator lights on electronic
devices and increasingly in higher power applications such as
flashlights and area lighting. Indication refers to the use of a
light source that 1s to be viewed directly as a self-luminous
object, such as 1n signs, signals, indicator lights on electronic
equipment and back lighting units. Illumination refers to the
use of a light source to view other objects by the light reflected
from those objects, such as the general lighting found 1n most
rooms, or task lighting found on many desks.

Advantages of LEDs include high durability (e.g., no fila-
ment or tube to break), long life span (e.g., LEDs can last
approximately 100,000 hours), low power consumption, flex-
ible application (e.g., the small size of LEDs can lead to
unique lighting devices) and low heat generation.

Thus, a need exists for an light fixture which 1s energy
cificient, long lasting and which may be used 1in multiple
applications.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides, 1n a first aspect, an LED
light fixture system which includes an LED module having a
plurality of LEDs attached thereto and directed mmwardly
toward a secondary optic. The LED module 1s releasably
attached to an interior surface of a peripheral frame. The
frame includes an openable portion positioned to allow the
LED module to be mnserted or removed through an opening
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2

created when said openable portion 1s 1n an open position. The
openable portion 1s movable from the open position to a
closed position and provides an electrical connection
between the plurality of LEDs attached to the LED module
and a source of electrical current when the openable portion 1s
in the closed position.

The present invention provides, 1n a second aspect, an LED
pendant light fixture which includes a plurality of LEDs
attached to a peripheral frame and positioned to direct light 1n
a first direction inwardly toward a secondary optic. A primary
opening 1s bounded by outside surfaces of a front side of the
frame and located 1n a second direction substantially orthogo-
nal to the first direction relative to the secondary optic to
provide direct lighting from the secondary optic through the
primary opening toward an area below the frame when the
frame 1s suspended from a support. A secondary opening 1s
located opposite the primary opening on the frame and 1s
located 1n a third direction substantially orthoganol to the first
direction relative to the secondary optic to provide indirect
lighting from the secondary optic through the secondary
opening toward an area above the frame when the frame 1s
suspended from a support.

The present invention provides, 1n a third aspect, an LED
light fixture which includes a plurality of LEDs attached to a
peripheral frame and positioned to direct light mwardly
toward a secondary optic. An opening 1s bounded by outside
surfaces of a front side of the frame to provide direct lighting
from the secondary optic through the opening toward an area
below the frame when the frame 1s suspended from a support.
The frame includes a plurality of mounting holes to allow the
frame to be mounted to the support. A decorative cover 1s
releasably attachable to the frame to cover the mounting
holes.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The subject matter, which 1s regarded as the invention, 1s
particularly pointed out and distinctly claimed 1n the claims at
the conclusion of the specification. The foregoing and other
objects, features, and advantages of the mvention will be
apparent Irom the following detailed description of preferred
embodiments taken 1n conjunction with the accompanying
drawings 1n which:

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of an LED light fixture system
in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of an LED module for use 1n
the system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 1s a side elevational view of a portion of the LED
module of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 1s a perspective exploded view of the system of FIG.
1

FIG. 5 15 a perspective view of the system of claim 1 with
the LED module of FIG. 2 extending therefrom:;

FIG. 6 1s a perspective view of detail 6 of FIG. 5;

FIG. 7 1s another perspective view of detail 6 of FIG. 5;

FIG. 8 1s a side elevational view of detail 6 of FIG. 5;

FIG. 9 15 a side elevational view of detail 6 of FIG. 5 with
the LED module removed therefrom;

FIG. 10 1s a front elevational view of the system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 11 1s a rear elevational view of the system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 12 1s a side elevational view 1n simplified form of the
system of FIG. 1 suspended from a ceiling;

FIG. 13 1s a perspective view of the system of FIG. 12;

FIG. 14 1s a rear perspective view of the system of FIG. 1
having a cover engaging the system to cover a secondary
opening;
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FIG. 15 1s a front elevational view of the covering portion
of the system of FIG. 1;

FI1G. 16 1s a rear perspective view ol the covering portion of
FIG. 1;

FI1G. 17 1s a front perspective view of an LED light fixture
system having grooves for receiving covering portions in
accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 18 1s a perspective view of a portion of FIG. 17
showing a groove and retaining member for a covering por-
tion;

FIG. 19 1s a side elevational view of the portion of FIG. 17
depicted 1n FIG. 18;

FIG. 20 1s a front elevational view of an LED light fixture
system 1n accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 21 1s an exploded perspective view of the system of
FIG. 20 showing a covering portion connectable to a frame;
and

FI1G. 22 1s a side cross-sectional view of the system of FIG.
1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In accordance with the principles of the present invention,
LED light fixture systems and methods for using LEDs are
provided.

In an exemplary embodiment depicted 1n FIG. 1, an LED
luminaire or light fixture system 10 i1s provided which
includes a frame 400 engageable with a trim or covering
portion 100. Frame 400 may include a primary lighting open-
ing 410 which 1s bounded by a front surface 415 of frame 400.
A backplate or covering portion 500 may be releasably
engageable with a back surface 425 (FIG. 10) of frame 400
such that a secondary lighting opening 430 may be revealed
when covering portion 500 1s not engaged with frame 400.

An LED die or module 200 may include a plurality of light
emitting diodes or LED’s 210 as depicted 1n FIGS. 2, 3 and
22. Four LED modules 200 may be releasably connected to
frame 400 such that the modules may direct light inwardly
toward a secondary optic 300 as depicted in FIG. 4 which
shows optic 300 and modules 200 exploded and separate from
frame 400. As depicted 1n this figure, the modules and LEDs
may substantially surround secondary optic 300 and may
direct light inwardly toward an interior area of the optic
through the outside edges of optic 300. Further, the LEDs
may be substantially evenly linearly distributed on the LED
modules as depicted in FI1G. 2, for example. LED module 200
may be a standard LED strip module as used 1n the semicon-
ductor industry.

Secondary optic 300 may be formed of a material (e.g.,
acrylic) configured to diffuse or soften light produced by the
LEDs and to provide illumination through primary lighting
opening 410 and/or secondary lighting opening 430. For
example, system 10 including the LEDs and secondary optic
are configured to provide illumination (1.e., use thereof to
view other objects by the light reflected from those objects,
such as the general lighting found 1n most rooms). In one
example, a secondary optic could be made of acrylic glass
(e.g., static free acrylic), such as PLEXIGLASS, which
would provide for the diffusion of light therethrough and
therefore through illumination openings (e.g., primary light-
ing opening 410 and/or secondary lighting opening 430) 1n a
fixture. Further, the secondary optic could be made of various
materials, such as glass or plastic, useful for diffusion and
1llumination.

As depicted 1n FIGS. 5 through 8, frame 400 may include
an openable portion or door 450 to allow access to an 1nterior
460 of frame 400. Door 450 may be releasably attachable or
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4

otherwise connectable to a side 470 of frame 400. For
example, door 450 may be connected to a hinge (not shown)
which may also be connected to side 470. Door 450 may also
be held 1n closed position by a screw, or other fastener releas-
ably engagable with side 470.

As depicted i FIGS. 8 and 9, interior 460 may have a
groove 465 which may receive LED module 200 having a
plurality of LEDs 210 attached thereto. Groove 465 may be
configured (e.g., shaped and dimensioned) to receive LED
module 200 therein such that LED module 200 may be slid
out of interior 460 through door 450 when door 450 1s an open
position. Groove 465 may be defined by retaining portions
467 which extend toward one another and 1nhibit movement
of an LED module (e.g., LED module 200) 1n a direction
inwardly toward secondary optic 300 while allowing move-
ment laterally into and out of groove 465. For example, LED
module 200 may be replaced with a another LED module
through door 450 when LED module 200 has degraded and its
capacity for providing light has diminished.

As depicted 1n FIGS. 7-9, door 450 may include prongs or
clectrical connectors 452 configured to cause electric connec-
tion between a source of electrical current and LEDs 210 of
LED module 200. For example, connectors 452 may be con-
nected to a source of electrical current and an electrical con-
nection may occur when door 450 1s 1n a closed position and
connectors 452 contact connectors (€.g., an anode and diode)
455 (FI1IGS. 4, 7-9) of LED module 200 1n connector slot 457.

As depicted 1n FIG. 4 and described above, each side of
frame 400 may recerve an LED module (e.g., LED module
200) with LEDs (e.g., LEDs 210) directed inwardly. Accord-
ingly, each side of frame 400 may include a door, such as door
450, to allow the LED modules utilized in frame 400 to be
removable and replaceable. Thus, system 10 may be ener-
gized by electrical current, and therefore operate, only when
all the doors (e.g., door 450) on the sides of frame 400 are 1n
a closed position. Further, each side may include a groove,
such as groove 465, for receiving the LED modules.

The replaceability of the LED modules via the grooves and
doors allows system 10 to be upgraded as the LEDs (e.g.,
LEDs 210) degrade over time or when 1t 1s desired to substi-

tute existing LED modules for brighter, more eflicient,
brighter or otherwise desirable (e.g., change 1n color) substi-
tute LED modules, for example, as technology advances.

As depicted 1 FIGS. 10 and 11, frame 400 may include
front surface 415 and back surface 423. Inner ends 416 of
front surface 415 may define or bound primary lighting open-
ing 410 while mner ends 426 of back surface 425 may define
or bound secondary lighting opening 430. Back surface 425
may also include a plurality of heat exchange fins 450 (FIG.
15) which provide a heat sink to ensure that the LEDs (e.g.,
LEDs 210) do not overheat. In particular, the fins conduct heat
from the LED modules and LEDs through the connection of
the LED fins to back surface 425 which are located on an
opposite side of frame 400 relative to the LED modules and
LEDs. The use of such a heat sink inhibits the degredation of
the LEDs (e.g., LEDs 210) attached to the LED modules (e.g.,
LED module 200).

As depicted 1n FIGS. 12 and 13, frame 400 may be sus-
pended from a ceiling portion 500 via a supporting member
such as a chain, cord or other structure for supporting frame
400 suspended from such a ceiling. Secondary opening 430
allows light to project from secondary optic 300 therethrough
to provide lighting toward ceiling portion 500 thereby pro-
viding 1ndirect lighting to a room or space. The use of such
indirect lighting alleviates a *“cave effect” which may be
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caused by a suspended light fixture which direct light down-
wardly but leaves a relatively darkened area above the light
fixture.

As depicted 1n FIG. 14, system 10 may include covering
portion 500 releasably connectable to back surface 425 such
that a user may utilize system 10 suspended as depicted in
FIGS. 12 and 13 or flush mounted to a ceiling portion, such as
ceiling portion 500. In this way, a light fixture, such as system
10, may be supplied to a consumer as a kit and the consumer
may determine whether to flush mount or suspend the light
fixture. In the suspended option, indirect lighting may be
supplied through opening 430 when covering portion 500 1s
not engaged with frame 400.

Returning to FIGS. 10, 11, 12, 13, 15 and 16, frame 400
may include mounting holes 420 extending therethrough
from front surface 413 to back surface 4235 to facilitate tflush
mounting of frame 400 to a ceiling or other supporting struc-
ture. Multiple mounting holes 420 may be placed along a
perimeter of frame 400 to facilitate mounting via a screw, nail
or other fastener at a convenient point relative to a supporting
structure. After frame 400 has been mounted to such support-
ing structure, covering portion 100 may be connected to
frame 400 to hide mounting holes 420. For example, covering
portion 100 may include projecting portions 412 extending,
from a back surface 110 of covering portion 100 and config-
ured (e.g., shaped and dimension) to be received 1n holes 310
such as containing PEM® brand fasteners to connect cover-
ing portion 100 to frame 400 thereby hiding mounting holes
420. For example, projecting portions 412 and/or holes 310
such as containing PEM® brand fasteners may be formed of
a material which 1s a elastically deformable such that the
projecting portions may be deformed radially mnwardly as
they are recetved 1n the holes and the projection portions may
rebound to provide a frictional {it holding covering portion
100 on frame 400. Further, covering portion 100 may be
releasably connectable to frame 400 such that the covering,
portion may be removed to allow access to fasteners connect-
ing frame 400 through mounting holes 420 after frame 400
has been connected to a supporting structure. Moreover, cov-
ering portion 100 may be formed 1n any number of decorative
designs, colors or materials (e.g., wood, glass, plastic, etc.),
such that a covering portion may be replaced by a different
colored or designed covering portion as desired by a user.
Further, covering portion 100 may be formed as one mono-
lithic integral piece or may be formed i1n multiple pieces
attachable to frame 400.

In another example depicted in FIGS. 17,18 and 19, one or
more covering portions 500 may be recerved 1n one or more
grooves 350 formed by holding portions 560 extending out-
wardly (e.g., in a L shape) from an outer surface of frame 700
and configured (e.g., shaped and dimensioned) to connect
such covering portions to the frame instead of connecting via
projections and holes as described above. Such covering por-
tions may have extension portions which are received 1n the
groove, or the entirety thereol may be receirved therein, to
releasably connect the one or more covering portions to the
frame. As described above, the covering portions are config-
ured to cover mounting holes of the frame when connected
thereto.

In a further example, one or more covering portions (e.g.,
covering portion 800) may include one or more holes 810
configured to receive a fastener (e.g., screws, nails, etc.) to
connect the covering portion to a frame 8350 as depicted 1n
FIGS. 20 and 21. The holes may then be filled 1n by plugs 870
having a size slightly larger than the holes receiving the
tasteners such that the plugs may be held therein to cover the
tastener holes by a frictional fit. Alternatively, the plugs may
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be held therein 1n any other manner such as via glue, adhesive
or welding. Such plugs may also be removable to allow access
to an interior of frame 850, for example.
It will be understood to one of ordinary skill 1n the art that
although the frames (e.g., frame 400) described and depicted
herein are formed 1n a square shape, different shapes could be
used for the lighting {ixture systems (e.g., light fixture system
10) 1n accordance with the present invention. Further, the
LED modules could be formed 1n multiple shapes to allow the
lighting fixtures to be formed 1n such various shapes. Also,
any number of LED modules of various sizes and number of
LEDs may be utilized to form such shapes.
Also, the internal environment (e.g., interior 460) of the
LED panel fixture may be monitored via various sensors such
as to measure temperature and the amount of electrical cur-
rent used. The results of such sensors may be analyzed rela-
tive to the carbon footprint of the fixture and money saved
relative to standard lighting.
Further, the LED modules may be energized and controlled
by adriver. The driver may be located adjacent system 10 (e.g.
in a celling portion nearby) and the driver may be controllable
by a standard potentiometer, for example. In a further
example, such a driver could be incorporated into an interior
of a frame (e.g., frame 400) of an LED light fixture system
(e.g., LED light fixture system 10).
Although preterred embodiments have been depicted and
described in detail herein, 1t will be apparent to those skilled
in the relevant art that various modifications, additions, sub-
stitutions and the like can be made without departing from the
spirit of the invention and these are therefore considered to be
within the scope of the mnvention as defined 1n the following
claims.
The invention claimed 1s:
1. An LED light fixture system comprising:
an LED module having a plurality of LEDs attached
thereto, said LED module releasably attachable to a
peripheral frame and positioned to direct light substan-
tially 1n a first direction from said frame inwardly toward
a secondary optic;

said frame comprising a groove in said peripheral frame
disposed along said secondary optic, and said frame
comprising an opening disposed at an end of said groove
to allow said LED module to be inserted or, removed
through said opening 1n said frame; and

said frame comprising electrical connectors which engage

secondary electrical connectors of said LED module to
provide an electrical connection between said LED
module and a source of electrical current when said LED
module 1s mserted 1n said opening and disposed 1n said
frame.

2. The system of claim 1 wherein said LED module 1s a first
LED module of a plurality of LED modules releasably
attached to interior surfaces of said peripheral frame and
directed inwardly.

3. The system of claim 1 wherein said frame comprises an
openable portion releasably connectable to said frame for
covering said opening.

4. The system of claim 1 wherein said secondary optic 1s
operable to soften light produced from said LED module.

5. The system of claim 1 wherein said frame comprises {ins
extending away from a back side of said frame to provide a
heat sink for cooling of the plurality of LEDs.

6. The system of claim 1 further comprising a supporting
member connected to said frame and mountable to suspend
said frame from a ceiling.

7. The system of claim 1 wherein said frame comprises a
primary opening for providing direct lighting from said sec-
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ondary optic and a secondary opening for providing indirect
lighting from said secondary optic.

8. The system of claim 7 further comprising a releasably
attachable portion connectable to said frame and dimen-
sioned to cover said secondary opening when said releasably
attachable portion 1s connected to said frame.

9. The system of claim 7 further comprising the supporting,
member connected to said frame and mountable to suspend
said frame from a ceiling.

10. The system of claim 7 wherein said secondary optic 1s
operable to soften light produced from said LED module.

11. The system of claim 7 wherein said frame comprises
fins extending away from a back side of said frame to provide
a heat sink for cooling of the LEDs.

12. The system of claim 7 wherein said peripheral frame
encloses said LED module.

13. The system of claim 1 wherein said frame comprises a
plurality of mounting holes to allow said frame to be mounted
to the supporting member, and a decorative cover releasably
attachable to said frame to cover said mounting holes.

8

14. The system of claim 13 wherein said cover comprises a
plurality of projections configured to be received in a plurality
of holes of said frame to attach said cover to said frame.

15. The system of claim 14 wherein said plurality of pro-

5 jections 1s elastically deformable to allow said projections to
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be recerved within said holes to provide a friction fit between
said projections and said holes.

16. The system of claim 13 wherein said frame comprises
a retaining member forming a groove configured to recerve
said cover.

17. The system of claim 13 wherein said cover comprises at
least one connecting hole receiving a fastener connecting said
cover to said frame and wherein said connecting hole receives
a plug for covering said connecting hole.

18. The system of claim 1 wherein said peripheral frame
encloses said LED module.
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