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1
UTILITY BAG

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to utility bags for
carrying a plurality of items and more particularly to a utility
bag having a compartment recessed in an upper portion of the

utility bag to provide additional storage space.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

There are currently 1n use many different types of utility
bags used by various tradesmen, construction workers,
handymen, plumbers, carpenters, fishermen and the like.
These bags conventionally provide for numerous compart-
ments or pockets for containing, storing and carrying items of
various sizes and shapes. The compartments and pockets
allow a user to aggregate and store articles of similar size
and/or Tunction for easy retrieval.

One such utility bag 1s disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 5,873,504
entitled “Carrying Bag”. The carrying bag 1s formed of flex-
ible material having an upper compartment and a lower com-
partment separated by a dividing wall. The carrying bag
includes a zippered closure extending around three sides of
the bag which allows access to the lower compartment and
permits the upper compartment to be pivoted away from the
lower compartment. The lower compartment includes a uni-
tary, divided tray for storing articles therein.

A utility bag disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 6,213,268 and
1ssued to the present inventor has a generally rectangular first
compartment which has an opening therein and contains at
least one removable tray. A second substantially pocketbook
shaped compartment has an opening formed at an upper end
to enable access to an 1nside portion thereol. Pockets sized so
as to accommodate elongated objects of varying weight and
s1ze, are attached around a perimeter of the bag.

Despite the provision of various compartments and pock-
ets, inelliciencies in the utilization of space within utility bags
continues to be a problem. For example, after the upper or
pocketbook shaped compartment 1s filled with tools, imple-
ments, containers and the like, unused space remains within
the compartment. Attempts to fill this unused space may lead
to problems in finding desired items as the items may become
lost or buried within the compartment.

There 1s therefore a need 1n the art for a utility bag that
overcomes the disadvantages of the prior art. There 1s a need
for autility bag that provides for utilization of unused space 1n
compartments of the utility bag. There 1s also a need for a
utility bag having a compartment recessed 1n an upper portion
of the utility bag to provide additional storage space.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a utility bag having a com-
partment recessed 1n an upper portion of the utility bag to
provide additional storage space and utilize unused space in
compartments thereof. The recessed compartment may
accommodate various items including tools and trays for
storing small items.

In accordance with one aspect of the invention, a utility bag
includes a lower portion, an upper portion, and a compart-
ment recessed 1n the upper portion. The utility bag includes
side portions and end portion. The compartment may be
recessed 1n a side portion upper portion and 1 an end portion
upper portion.

In accordance with yet another aspect of the invention, a
compartment for accommodating an item 1n a utility bag
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2

includes opposed side walls, a top wall, a bottom wall and a
rear wall, the opposed side walls, top wall, bottom wall and
rear wall being recessed 1n an upper portion of the utility bag.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, a utility
bag includes a lower portion and an upper portion having
opposed side walls, a top wall, a bottom wall and a rear wall
defining a recessed compartment extending into an inside
portion of the utility bag.

There has been outlined, rather broadly, the more 1mpor-
tant features of the mnvention 1 order that the detailed descrip-
tion thereof that follows may be better understood, and in
order that the present contribution to the art may be better
appreciated. There are, of course, additional features of the
invention that will be described below and which will form
the subject matter of the claims appended herein.

In this respect, before explaining at least one embodiment
of the invention i1n detail, it 1s to be understood that the
invention 1s not limited in its application to the details of
components and to the arrangements of these components set
forth 1n the following description or illustrated in the draw-
ings. The invention 1s capable of other embodiments and of
being practiced and carried out 1n various ways. Also, 1t 1s to
be understood that the phraseology and terminology
employed herein, as well as the abstract, are for the purpose of
description and should not be regarded as limiting.

As such, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the
conception upon which this disclosure 1s based may readily
be utilized as a basis for the designing of other methods and
systems for carrying out the several purposes of the present
ivention. It 1s important, therefore, that the claims be
regarded as including such equivalent constructions insofar
as they do not depart from the spirit and scope of the present
invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present disclosure may be better understood and 1ts
numerous features and advantages made apparent to those
skilled 1n the art by referencing the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 11s a side elevation view of a side portion of the utility
bag 1n accordance with the invention;

FIG. 2 15 a side elevation view of an end portion of the
utility bag 1n accordance with the invention;

FIG. 3 1s a partial cross sectional view of the utility bag in
accordance with the invention;

FIG. 4 1s a top plan view of the utility bag in accordance
with the invention; and

FIG. 5 1s a top plan view of an alternative embodiment of
the utility bag 1n accordance with the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

With reference to FIGS. 1-4, a utility bag generally desig-
nated 100 1s shown including an upper portion 105 and a
lower portion 110. A compartment 115 1s recessed 1n the
upper portion 105 and extends into an nside portion 120 of
the utility bag 100. Compartment 115 may accommodate and
carry a removable tray 125 having a plurality of compart-
ments (not shown) so that small and minute items may be
carried therein. Tray 125 has a removable 1id 127 thereon,
which prevents the contents of the tray 125 from shifting,
mixing or falling out during transport.

Alternatively, a plurality of smaller trays (not shown) or
other tools and 1tems may be carried within the compartment
115.

Compartment 115 includes opposed side walls 130 and
133, a top wall 135, a bottom wall 137 and a rear wall 139.
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Side walls 130 and 133, the top wall 135, the bottom wall 137
and the rear wall 139 may form a compartment of generally
rectangular cross section. Edges of the walls of the compart-
ment 115 may be attached with re-enforced edging.

Compartment 115 may have a structural element (not
shown) enclosed therein to maintain the structural integrity of
the compartment 115. The structural element can be made of
any suitable material including wood, metal, plastic and com-
posite materials. In a typical embodiment, the structural ele-
ment comprises metal wire or a rigid cardboard.

A strap assembly including a strap 140 may retain the tray
125 or other 1tem within the compartment 113. The strap 140
may be sewn to the upper portion 105 at an end 143 thereof at
a location proximate the bottom wall 137 of the compartment
115. A locking end 145 of the strap 140 includes a male
portion 147 of a quick release clip lock 150 having a female
portion 151 coupled to a top portion 153 of the upper portion
105. Clipping the male portion 147 to the female portion 151
secures the strap 140 across the tray 123 so as to secure the
tray 125 within the compartment 115.

With particular reference to FIG. 3, the compartment 115
may be recessed 1 the upper portion 103 at an upward angle
relative to a bottom surface 300 of the utility bag 100. The
upward angle of compartment 113 serves to efficiently utilize
space 1n the inside portion 120 of the utility bag 100. As
shown 1n FIG. 4, the upward angle provides that the top wall
135 of the compartment 1135 1s disposed proximate a lateral
inside wall 400 of the utility bag 100.

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the compart-
ment 115 1s recessed in the upper portion 103 of the utility bag,
110 along a side portion 160 thereof as shown in FIGS. 1-4.
One or more compartments 115 may be recessed 1n opposite
side portions 160. Alternatively, the compartment 115 may be
recessed 1n the upper portion 105 of the utility bag 100 along,
an end portion 170 thereof as shown 1 FIG. 5. An upper wall
500 of compartment 115 may extend into the inside portion
120 of the utility bag 100.

The utility bag 100 includes handles 171 and 173 to permit
the utility bag 100 to be picked up and carried. Handles 171
and 173 may include tlexible straps. Handles 171 and 173 are
preferably attached to the utility bag 100 by stitching or other
suitable means. Handles 171 and 173 may be constructed of
heavy duty nylon.

Pockets 180 may be attached around a perimeter of the
utility bag 100 to accommodate elongated objects of varying,
s1ze and weight. Pockets 190 may also be formed in the inside
portion 120 of the utility bag 100 for the same purpose.

In a preferred embodiment, the utility bag 100 1s made of a
heavy duty lightweight material such as Cordura or of a stiif
canvas because of its relative rigidity, durability, light weight
and ease with which 1t can be fastened together. However, 1f
more flexible walls are desirable, the utility bag 100 can be
made of any thin flexible material, such as cloth, flexible
plastic or rubber.

The compartment 115 recessed 1n the upper portion 105
provides additional storage space and utilizes unused space in
the 1nside portion 120 of the utility bag 100. The angled
configuration of the compartment 115 maximizes the utiliza-
tion of the unused space.

It should be understood, of course, that the foregoing
relates to preferred embodiments of the mvention and that
modifications may be made without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention as set forth 1n the following claims.
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I claim:

1. A utility bag comprising:

a lower portion coupled to a bottom of the utility bag;

an upper portion extending from a top of the lower portion
to a top of the utility bag having an interior portion
access opening;

a compartment extending into the interior portion of the
utility bag at an upward angle relative to a bottom sur-
face of the lower portion, wherein the compartment 1s
recessed 1n a side of the utility bag of the upper portion,
wherein the compartment 1s non-accessible from the
interior portion of the utility bag, and the compartment
extends from the side of the utility bag towards the top of
the utility bag at an acute angle; and

a removable tray having a first portion accommodated fully
within the compartment and abutted to an end of the
compartment, and a second portion extending outside of
an exterior of the side of the utility bag,

wherein the tray 1s removable from the side of the utility
bag.

2. The utility bag of claim 1, further comprising an end
portion upper portion, the compartment being recessed 1n the
end portion upper portion.

3. The utility bag of claim 1, wherein the compartment
comprises opposed side walls, a top wall, a bottom wall and a
rear wall.

4. The utility bag of claim 1, further comprising a strap
assembly for retaining an item in the compartment, the strap
assembly comprising a strap attached at one end thereof to the
upper portion proximate a bottom wall of the compartment
and at another end thereof to a male portion of a quick release
clip lock, the male portion being engageable to a female
portion attached to a top portion of the upper portion.

5. The utility bag of claim 1, wherein the compartment
includes a structural element configured to maintain struc-
tural imtegrity of the compartment.

6. The utility bag of claim 1, further comprising a plurality
of pockets attached to the lower portion.

7. The utility bag of claim 1, further comprising a plurality
of pockets attached to an 1nside surface.

8. A utility bag having a compartment for accommodating,
an item, the compartment comprising:

opposed side walls, a top wall, a bottom wall and a rear
wall, the opposed side walls, top wall, bottom wall and
rear wall being recessed 1n an upper portion extending
from a top of a lower portion of the utility bag; and

a structural element configured to maintain structural
integrity of the compartment,

wherein the compartment extends at an upward acute angle
from a side of the utility bag towards a top of the utility
bag and 1nto an interior portion of the utility bag, and the
compartment configured to hold a first portion of a
removable tray up to an end of the compartment while a
second portion of the removable tray extending outside
of an exterior of the side of the utility bag.

9. The utility bag of claim 8, wherein the compartment 1s
recessed 1n an upper portion of the side portion of the utility
bag.

10. The utility bag of claim 8, wherein the compartment 1s
recessed 1n the upper portion of an end portion of the utility
bag.

11. A utility bag comprising;

a lower portion coupled to a bottom of the utility bag;

an upper portion extending from a top of the lower portion
to a top of the utility bag having an interior portion
access opening;
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a compartment extending into the interior portion of the portion of a quick release clip lock, the male portion
utility bag at an upward angle relative to a bottom sur- being engageable to a female portion attached to a top
face of the lower portion, wherein the compartment 1s portion of the upper portion,
recessed 1n a side of the utility bag of the upper portion; wherein the tray 1s removable from the side of the utility

aremovable tray having a first portion accommodated fully s bag.
within the compartment and abutted to an end of the 12. The utility bag of claim 11, wherein the compartment
compartment, and a second portion extending outside of being recessed 1n the side portion of the upper portion.
an exterior of the side of the utility bag; and 13. The utility bag of claim 11, further comprising an end

a strap assembly for retaining an 1tem 1n the compartment, portion of the upper portion, the compartment being recessed

the strap assembly comprising a strap attached at one 10 1n the end portion of the upper portion.

end thereof to the upper portion proximate a bottom wall
of the compartment and at another end thereof to a male k k% k%
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