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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR ADAPTIVE
MODIFICATION OF CELL BOUNDARY

This application 1s a division of and claims priority to U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 10/211,180, filed Aug. 1, 2002,

1ssued on Jan. 9, 2007 as U.S. Pat. No. 7,162,203, all of which
are incorporated by reference.

FIELD

Embodiments of the mnvention relate generally to cellular
radio communication systems, and more particularly to the
modification of individual cell topography in cellular radio
communication systems to facilitate increased downlink
capacity requirements.

BACKGROUND

The trend toward increased downlink capacity require-
ments in cellular radio communications systems 1s continuing,
with the expanding menu of high data rate services. Typical
network planning strategies for cellular radio communication
networks present drawbacks 1n regard to user handoil and
system load balancing for an interference-limited, high-data-
rate environment.

Cellular radio communication systems (hereafter “com-
munication systems”) are typically comprised of a number of
cells, with each cell corresponding roughly to a geographical
area. EHach cell has an associated base station (BS) which is a
local central cite providing access to the communication sys-
tem to a number of radio transmitter/recerver units (user ter-
minals (UTs)) within the cell. A BS includes at least one
antenna and a transceiver system providing radio service
within the cell. A base station of a typical communication
system may have three antennas, oriented 120 degrees apart,
defining three cells (also referred to as sectors). The BSs
couple to base station controllers (BSCs) with each BSC
serving a plurality of BSs. The BSCs also couple to a mobile
switching center (MSC) which may interface other MCSs and
the Public Switched Telephone Network (PSTN). Together,
the BSs, BSCs and the MSCs form a cellular radio commu-
nication system or network. Network planners typically con-
sider many factors 1n determining network features such as
location of the BSs, BS transmission power (e.g., pilot power)
as well as BS antenna physical characteristics (e.g., antenna
downtilt). The factors considered may include population
demographics, geographical formations, and UT use pat-
terns, among others. Typically such network features remain
static and cannot be adjusted to suit dynamic network require-
ments.

In typical radio cellular communications systems the BS
communicates with each UT using a separate temporary radio
channel. A channel 1s a set of two connections, the downlink,
for transmuitting to the UT and the uplink, for receiving from
the UT. Due to the limited number of radio channel frequen-
cies available to support such networks, the efficient use and
reuse of available channels 1s critical to increasing network
capacity. Frequency reuse 1s based on the concept of assign-
ing a distinct group of channels to each neighboring cell, and
then assigning the same group of channels to cells that are far
enough away from each other so that their use of the same
frequencies does not result 1n substantial interference. The
number of cells that are assigned distinct channel groups
determines the frequency reuse factor.

Some communication systems employ a low frequency
reuse factor. For example, code division multiple access
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(W-CDMA), and IS93, and high data rate (HDR), as well as
enhanced data GSM environment (EDGE), employ a ire-
quency reuse factor of 1. That 15, CDMA systems employ a
direct sequence spread spectrum technology in which all of
the available frequencies are used 1n each cell. Each UT
within a cell 1s assigned a distinct orthogonal spreading code
that uniquely 1dentifies the UT and 1s used to decode trans-
missions from the BS. This technology increases the number
of UTs that can be served by a BS by permitting all UTs
within a cell to transmit simultaneously 1n the allocated fre-
quency band. However, since each cell 1s using the entire
frequency band, disjoint groups of channel frequencies are
not available for use 1n neighboring cells. Using the entire
frequency band can lead to mutual interference by proximate
UTs located 1n different cells as described below.

In a typical communication system, each BS may serve an
area comprised of multiple cells with the shape of each cell
defined by the antenna pattern of one or more BS antennas.
The s1ze of each cell 1s determined by the pilot signal strength
(pilot power) transmitted from the BS. The pilot signal 1s an
unmodulated, direct-sequence spread spectrum signal, trans-
mitted continuously by each BS, for each cell, which allows
cach UT to acquire the timing of the downlink channel. When
a UT becomes operational, 1t measures the pilot power of the
surrounding BSs. The UT establishes communication with
the BS having the strongest pilot power.

Mutual Interference Between User Terminals

UTs 1n a CDMA system located within the same cell typi-
cally do not exhibit significant mutual interference due to the
fact that each UT 1s assigned a mutually orthogonal downlink
transmission code (code). Therefore, for UTs within a cell,
the interference (other than noise and implementation effects)
1s virtually zero (1 the multi-path spread 1s not too large). For
such UTs, high-data-rate downlink transmissions are pos-
sible. This 1s because, in the CDMA system, total chip trans-
mission rate remains constant, therefore, 1f a higher data rate
1s required the spreading factor of the codes must be reduced.
The spreading factor of the codes 1s directly related to the
amount of interference through which communication sig-
nals may be discerned. So, for UTs exhibiting little mutual
interference the spreading factor may be reduced substan-
tially thereby allowing a proportionally higher downlink data
transmission rate. However, because each cell uses a different
scrambling code set, the codes assigned to UTs of different
cells are not guaranteed mutual orthogonality. Therefore, a
high-data-rate transmission to such UTs may require a
spreading factor reduced to such a degree that the communi-
cation signal cannot be discerned 1n the presence of mutual
interference. In such case, a UT experiencing interference
from a neighboring cell will request more power 1n order to
maintain a signal-to-interference-plus-noise ratio (SINR)
required, for example, by the quality of service (QoS) speci-
fied. The increased power to one UT increases the interfer-
ence to the proximate UT of the neighboring cell. Eventually,
some UTs get dropped and capacity i1s reduced. Therefore,
proximate UTs located in different cells may not be capable
of high-data-rate downlink transmissions due to mutual inter-
ference. Reducing this mutual interference between UTs 1s
becoming more imperative as the trend toward greater down-
link capacity requirements continues.

Load Balancing

Load balancing can also cause mutual interference in a
high downlink data transmaission rate environment. The num-
ber of simultaneous, active users (capacity) served within a
particular cell may be limited by BS throughput or number of
available codes. Thus, the number of users that may be sup-
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ported by each cell 1s limited. For this reason 1t 1s desirable to
distribute the number of active UTs as evenly as possible
among the available cells (1.e., balance the load). There are a
number of ways to effect load balancing. One such method
involves adjusting the pilot power of one or more cells to
change the size of the cell thereby encompassing more, or
less, UTs to be served through a particular cell.

Moreover, because the codes assigned to each UT ifor
uplink transmissions are not orthogonal as they are for the
downlink transmissions, a balanced load 1s effective when the
performance of the system 1s limited by BS throughput or
number of UTs that can be served (uplink limited environ-
ment). However, 1f the limiting factor 1s interference between
UTs, then a balanced load may actually exacerbate the prob-
lem. This 1s because 1nter-cell code orthogonality 1s not pro-
vided, and load balancing may cause several proximate UT's
to be served by different cells having non-orthogonal spread-
ing codes, thus increasing mutual interference. Such mutual
interference 1s particularly problematic 1n a high-data-rate
downlink environment. That 1s, because each of two, proxi-
mate, high-data-rate U'Ts having non-orthogonal codes may
produce the effective equivalent mutual interference of a large
group of typical UTs having non-orthogonal codes, the like-
lithood of such mutual interference causing degradation of
system performance 1s increased in a high-data-rate environ-
ment.

Soft Handover

Another aspect of typical CDMA cellular radio communi-
cations systems that may degrade system performance
through intercell interference 1n a high downlink data rate
environment 1s that of “soft handover”. If a UT 1s at a cell
border, the power 1s, limited and the channel 1s weak. Soft
handover 1s a way to compensate for the poor quality by
serving the UT through two or more cells, this corresponds to
UTs being 1n a region where two or more cell boundaries
overlap. The UT generates a measurement report that
includes the pilot power of each cell through which the UT 1s
being served (active set) as well as the pilot power of the
neighboring cells (neighboring set). This information 1s used
to determine when the UT should be placed 1n, or taken out,
of soit handover. The measurement report may iclude vari-
ous performance measurements in addition to pilot power
(e.g. a pilot power-to-interference ratio). This information 1s
reported to the BSCs. Where the U'T 1s being served through
cells provided by BSs that are coupled to different BSCs, the
measurement report may be forwarded to the MSC.

Soit handover works well for uplink transmissions, though
for downlink transmissions, much of the gain of soft handover
1s lost. This 1s because soft handover provides large gains
when the UT receives equal power through each of the two
cells, but 1t 1s difficult to align transmission power so that the
UT receives equal power through each of the two cells. More-
over 11 one of the channels 1s not fading, then soit handover 1s
not necessary anyway. In the downlink, the interference due
to being served through two or more cells using non-orthogo-
nal codes may vitiate the benefits of soft handover.

SUMMARY

Embodiments of the invention provide a method and sys-
tem for reducing interference in a cellular radio communica-
tions network. One or more parameters atlecting user termi-
nals within a cell 1s adjusted such that the cell boundary 1s
modified, thereby redistributing a cell load such that interfer-
ence 1n the network 1s reduced. In one embodiment the one or
more parameters 1s adjusted adaptively.
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Other features and advantages of embodiments of the
invention will be apparent from the accompanying drawings
and from the detailed description, which follow below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The mvention may be best understood by referring to the
following description and accompanying drawings that are
used to 1llustrate embodiments of the invention. In the draw-
Ings:

FIG. 1 1s a process tlow diagram of a method for adjusting,
parameters to affect system performance 1n accordance with
one embodiment of the invention:

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary cellular radio communica-
tions network providing parameter adjustment functionality
in accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 3A shows the portion of network 200 containing BSs
210 and 216;

FIG. 3B shows the portion of network 200 containing BS
210;

FIG. 3C shows the portion of network 200 containing BS
210 and 1illustrates the result of adjusting a different antenna
parameter 1n order to eliminate inter-cell interference
between UTs 3 and 4;

FIG. 4 1llustrates application of the invention to €
balancing in accordance with one embodiment;

FIG. 5 illustrates application of the mvention to remove
U'T's from soft handover in accordance with one embodiment;
and

FIG. 6 1s process flow diagram of an exemplary algorithm
to determine which cell will include the UT's i soft handover.

il

ect load

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Overview

An embodiment of the invention provides a method and
system for reducing interference 1n a cellular radio commu-
nications network. At least one parameter affecting user ter-
minals 1s adjusted such that the cell topography (i.e., size and
shape, or boundary) 1s modified, thereby redistributing a cell
load such that interference 1n the network 1s reduced. This
allows use of the network by, for example, two proximate
high-data-rate users that otherwise may have been dropped
from the network due to mutual inter-cell interference 1n prior
art communication systems. In one embodiment, at least one
parameter 1s adjusted adaptively, that 1s, 1n response to chang-
ing network conditions. In another embodiment the pilot
power and an antenna parameter are adjusted to increase
network capacity and/or cell coverage. In such an embodi-
ment network capacity may be increased through load bal-
ancing. One advantage of such an embodiment 1s to provide
more intricate, and therefore more effective, load balancing.
In still another embodiment, network planners may consider
adaptive parameters when determining static network param-
cters, which will allow for more eflicient network planning.

In the following description, numerous specific details are
set forth. However, 1t 1s understood that embodiments of the
invention may be practiced without these specific details. In
other 1nstances, well-known structures and techniques have
not been shown 1n detail. Reference throughout the specifi-
cation to “one embodiment” or “an embodiment” means that
a particular feature, structure, or characteristic described 1n
connection with the embodiment 1s included 1n at least one
embodiment of the ivention. Thus, the appearance of the
phrases “1n one embodiment™ or “in an embodiment™ 1n vari-
ous places throughout the specification are not necessarily all
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referring to the same embodiment. Furthermore, the particu-
lar features, structures, or characteristics may be combined 1n
any suitable manner 1n one or more embodiments.

Similarly, 1t should be appreciated that in the foregoing
description of exemplary embodiments of the invention, vari-
ous features of the mvention are sometimes grouped together
in a single embodiment, figure, or description thereof for the
purpose of streamlining the disclosure and aiding in the
understanding of one or more of the various inventive aspects.
This method of disclosure, however, 1s not to be interpreted as
reflecting an intention that the claimed invention requires
more features than are expressly recited in each claim. Rather,
as the following claims retlect, inventive aspects lie 1n less
than all features of a single foregoing disclosed embodiment.
Thus, the claims following the Detailed Description are
hereby expressly incorporated into this Detailed Description,
with each claim standing on 1ts own as a separate embodiment
of this mnvention.

FIG. 1 1s a process tlow diagram 1n accordance with one
embodiment of the invention. Process 100 shown in FIG. 1
begins at operation 105 in which a controller device, which
may be the BS, BSC or MSC, obtains a performance indicator
(e.g., performance measurement) associated with one or
more user terminals. For example, consider two high-data-
rate UT's each being served through a different cell (1.e., each
has a non-orthogonal spreading code). Because each UT 1s
requesting a high-data-rate, its spreading code factor will be
proportionately reduced. This results 1n a high level of mutual
interference, which 1n turn leads to requests from each UT, to
their respective BSs, to increase transmission power. The
requests for increased transmission power, or the pilot power-
to-interference ratio included in the measurement report from
the UTs may be used as an indicator of mutual inter-cell
interference. In one embodiment, the performance indicator
indicates whether a UT 1s 1n soit handover.

At operation 110, the controller device determines a
parameter for atiecting the cell boundary (size and/or shape)
of the cells 1n an appropriate way. For example, in the case of
two high-data-rate UTs exhibiting mutual interference, a
parameter may be determined that affects the cell boundary in
such a way that adjustment of the parameter will modify the
boundary of one or both of the cells such that the mutually
interfering UTs will both be included 1n one cell and excluded
from the other. In another embodiment, this parameter may be
pilot power, various antenna characteristic parameters, or
combinations thereof.

At operation 115, the controller device determines the
amount by which the determined parameter 1s to be adjusted,
for example, based upon the performance measurement. The
controller device then adjusts the parameter accordingly. The
parameter may be adjusted adaptively in one embodiment.
For example, 11 the two high-data-rate UTs exhibiting mutual
interference are both 1n use in the network over a particular
period of time, the parameter may be adjusted at such time
and restored to its original value when the two high-data-rate
UT's are no longer present in the network.

At operation 120 the process 1s repeated 1t the desired
system performance 1s not obtained by the parameter adjust-
ment of operation 115.

FIG. 2 1llustrates an example cellular radio communica-
tions network providing parameter adjustment functionality

1n accordance with an embodiment of the invention. Network
200 1includes MSC 202. Coupled to MSC 202 are BSCs 204,

205, and 206. BSC 204 has BSs 208 and 210 coupled to it,
BSC 205 has BSs 212 and 214 coupled to it, and BSC 20 has
BS 216 coupled to 1t. In accordance with an embodiment of
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6

206, contain parameter adjustment functionality, labeled 221 -
224, respectively, which may include software, hardware, or
a combination thereof. Alternatively, or additionally, each BS
may contain such functionality. Each BS, 208, 210, 212, 214,
and 216, serves an areca comprised of three cells, labeled A, B,
and C, for each BS. Network 200 also includes a number of
UTs, 1-20, positioned to illustrate various embodiments of
the invention.

UTs 1 and 2, located 1n cells 210C and 216A respectively,
are high-data-rate UTs. Since UTs 1 and 2 are 1n different
cells, they are assigned non-orthogonal spreading codes.
Because they are high-data-rate UTs, they have a reduced
spreading factor. This means that UTs 1 and 2 may exhibit
high mutual inter-cell interference. The same situation
applies to UTs 3 and 4 located in cells 210A and 210C
respectively.

Cell 214 A, through which seven U'Ts, UTs 8-14 are served,
illustrates an overloaded cell (e.g., cell capacity 1s five UTs).
Cell 214 A may be overloaded due to the limit on the number
of codes that can be assigned within the cell, or may be
overloaded due to total cell throughput. In the latter instance,
tewer high-data-rate UTs may effectively replace multiple
typical data rate (e.g., voice) UT's in regard to overloading the
cell. Nearby cells, 212C and 216B serve UTs 15-17 and 5-7,
respectively and are not loaded to capacity.

UTs 18 and 19, located at the border of cells 208C and
212A, are high-data-rate UT’s that are 1n soit handover region
235 and both are being served through cells 208C and 212 A by
BSs 208 and 212. UT 20, located at the border of cells 208C,
210B, and 212A, 1s also 1n soit handover region 25 and 1is
being served through cells 208C, 210B, and 212A by BSs
208, 210, and 212. As described above, because for downlink
transmission capacity requirements are often much higher,
soit handover may not be desirable. That 1s, soft handover
gain 1s vitiated by the mutual inter-cell interference caused by
the UT's having non-orthogonal spreading codes (and due to
the fact that 1t 1s difficult to equalize the power received from
cach of the two or more BSs serving the UTs).

Exemplary Applications

The following portion of the description will briefly
describe how various embodiments of the invention may be
applied to the performance degrading state of network 200.

Inter-Cell Interference

FIGS. 3A, 3B, and 3C illustrate application of the invention
to reduce inter-cell mterference 1n accordance with various
embodiments.

FIG. 3A shows the portion of network 200 containing BSs
210 and 216. The cell boundary of cell 210C has been modi-
fied (extended) to encompass both UT 1 and UT 2, and the
boundary of cell 216 A been modified (retracted) to exclude
UT 2, thereby eliminating inter-cell interference. That 1s,
because UT 1 and UT 2 are now being served through the
same cell, they are now assigned mutually orthogonal spread-
ing codes. In one embodiment, this cell boundary modifica-
tion 1s accomplished by an increase in pilot power for cell
210C and a corresponding reduction 1n pilot power of cell
216A. The determination of which cell boundary to extend
and which to retract 1s made by random selection or based on
consideration of various network conditions.

Because BSs 210 and 216 are coupled to different BSCs,
namely BSCs 204 and 206, the operations of receiving the
performance indicator, and determining and adjusting the
appropriate parameter(s) of each cell are accomplished at the
MSC 102. In an alternative embodiment, such operations are
accomplished at the relevant BSC 1n conjunction with the

MSC.
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Because cell 210C now contains several high-data-rate
UTs, UTs 1-3, while cell 216 A now contains none, the load,
with respect to the two cells, 1s unbalanced. However, as long
as cell 210C 1s not overloaded (1.€., has not exceeded through-
put or code capacity), the benefit of reduced inter-cell inter-

ference may outweigh the detriment of an unbalanced load.

FIG. 3B shows the portion of network 200 containing BS
210. The cell boundary of cell 210C has been shifted to
encompass both UT 3 and UT 4, and the boundary of cell
210A has likewise been shifted to exclude UT 4, thereby
climinating intercell interference. Note that, 1n this case
adjusting pilot power would not result 1n inclusion of both of
the mutually interfering UTs 1n a single cell (other than by
climinating pilot power completely for cell 210A). Therefore
a parameter other than pilot power 1s determined, in one
embodiment, as described in reference to operation 110 of
FIG. 1. For example, the illustrated shift in cell boundary 1s
accomplished by appropriately adjusting the antenna azimuth
(direction) of the BS antenna(s) that define(s) each cell.
Because cells 210A and 210C are provided by the same BS,
namely BS 210, the operations of recerving the performance
indicator, and determining and adjusting the appropriate
parameter(s) of each cell are accomplished at BSC 204 or
MSC 102. In an alternative embodiment, such operations are
accomplished at the relevant BS (e.g., BS 210).

FIG. 3C shows the portion of network 200 containing BS
210 and 1illustrates the result of adjusting a different antenna
parameter 1n order to eliminate inter-cell interference
between UTs 3 and 4. That 1s, 1t may not be desirable to shift
the cell boundary. In this case, the cell boundary of cell 210C
has been modified to encompass both UT 3 and UT 4, and the
boundary of cell 210A has likewise been modified to exclude
UT 4, thereby eliminating inter-cell interference. In one
embodiment, such modification 1s accomplished by appropri-
ately adjusting the antenna pattern of each cell. For example,
if each sector 1s defined by multiple antennas, the phase shiit
of each antenna 1s electronically adjusted to alter the antenna
pattern, thus modifying the cell boundary.

Load Balancing

FI1G. 4 1llustrates application of the invention to effect load
balancing 1n accordance with one embodiment. FIG. 4 shows
the portion of network 200 containing BSs 212, 214, and 216.
The cell boundary of cell 2168 has been modified such that
cell 216B now encompasses UTs 6 and 7 as well as UT's 3-5
for a total of five UTs. The cell boundary of cell 214 A has
been modified, correspondingly such that cell 216 A now
excludes UT's 6 and 7 and includes only five UTs, namely UTs
8-12. Therefore, cell 214 A 1s no longer overloaded and load
balancing has been efliciently effected. The modification of
the cell boundary for cells 214A and 216B may be accom-
plished by adjusting the pilot power and one or more antenna
parameters of each cell (e.g., antenna pattern). That 1s, various
antenna parameters may be adjusted in conjunction with
adjusting pilot power depending on the desired modification
of the cells” boundaries. Note that had the pilot power of cells
214A and 216B, alone, been modified (decreased and
increased, respectively), the resultant cell boundary of cell
216B may have encompassed U'T's 13-15 thereby overloading
cell 216B. To avoid this, the pilot power of cell 212C may
have to be adjusted.

Soit Handover

FIG. § illustrates application of the ivention to remove
UT's from soit handover 1n accordance with one embodiment.
FIG. 5 shows the portion of network 200 containing BSs 208,
210, and 212. The cell boundary of cell 212 A has been modi-
fied such that cell 212A now encompasses UTs 18,19 and 20,
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which were 1n soft handover. The cell boundary of cell 212A
has been modified by adjusting pilot power, one or more
antenna parameters, or a combination of pilot power and
antenna parameters. In one embodiment, removing UTs 18,
19, and 20 from soft handover involves modification of the
cell boundaries of cells 208C and 210B through the adjust-
ment of one or more parameters (e.g., reduction of pilot
power), as shown.

Because BSs 208, 210, and 212 are coupled to different
BSCs, namely BSCs 204 and 203, the operations of receiving
the performance indicator, and determining and adjusting the
appropriate parameter(s) of each cell may be accomplished at
the MSC 102.

As discussed above 1n reference to FIG. 3C, the determi-
nation of which cell boundary to modily such that the cell
includes the UTs in the soft handover region 1s made by
random selection for one embodiment. In an alternative
embodiment, the determination of which cell boundary to
modily 1s based on consideration of various network condi-
tions.

FIG. 6 1s process flow diagram of an exemplary algorithm
to determine which cell will include the U'Ts 1n soft handover.

Process 600 begins with operation 605 1n which soft han-
dover regions are 1dentified. In one embodiment of the mnven-
tion, this 1s done by analysis of the measurement report sent to
the BSs by each UT. The measurement report identifies the
cells (two or more for a UT 1n soit handover) that the UT 1s
communicating through. These cells are known as the active
set. The measurement report also includes the pilot power for
cach cell of the active set as well as other information.

At operation 610 a determination 1s made as to whether the
cells are providing equal resources to UTs in the soft han-
dover region. In one embodiment, a determination of
resources provided 1s the number of UT's a cell 1s serving, the
total cell throughput, or a function of total UT throughput and
total UT transmission power. For example, referring again to

FIG. 2, cell 210B 1s serving only one UT (UT 20).

At operation 613, if the provided resources are not equal,
then a determination 1s made as to which cell 1s providing the
least resources. This 1s done by examining the active sets of
the UTs 1n soit handover, for example, where the resource 1s
the number of UTs being served.

At operation 620 at least one parameter of those cells
providing the least resources 1s adjusted to modity the cell
boundary to exclude the UT's 1n the soft handover region. For
example, referring again to FIG. 2, since cell 210B serves
only one UT 1n soft handover (UT 20), the pilot power of cell
210B 1s reduced such that UT's 1n the soft handover region are
excluded from cell 210B (as shown 1n FIG. 5).

At operation 625, 11 the resources provided by each cell are
equal, then a random selection 1s made between the cells. One
or more parameters of one or more cells 1s adjusted to modity
the cell boundaries so that the UTs 1in soift handover are
included within only one cell, such that the UTs are no longer
in a soit handover region, and are excluded from the other
cell(s). With the boundaries shifted, interference drops, and
therefore may allow a reduction in total transmitted pilot
POWET.

General Matters

Embodiments of the mvention may be applied to reduce
inter-cell interference, to provide more efficient load-balanc-
ing, and to avoid the drawbacks of soft handover. While
several embodiments have been described 1n relation to their
application 1 a high downlink data rate environment,
embodiments of the invention may be likewise applicable to
typical data rate (voice) environments and uplink environ-
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ments. Many other applications are possible as well, such as
the determination of various network parameters based upon
the ability to adaptively adjust other parameters, during net-
work planning.

The invention includes various operations. It will be appar-
ent to those skilled in the art that the operations of the mven-
tion may be performed by hardware components or may be
embodied 1n machine-executable instructions, which may be
used to cause a general-purpose or special-purpose processor
or logic circuits programmed with the istructions to perform
the operations. Alternatively, the steps may be performed by
a combination of hardware and software. The invention may
be provided as a computer program product that may include
a machine-readable medium having stored thereon instruc-
tions, which may be used to program a computer (or other
clectronic devices) to perform a process according to the
invention. The machine-readable medium may include, butis
not limited to, floppy diskettes, optical disks, CD-ROMs, and
magneto-optical  disks, ROMs, RAMs, EPROMs,
EEPROMSs, magnet or optical cards, flash memory, or other
type of media/machine-readable medium suitable for storing,
clectronic 1nstructions. Moreover, the invention may also be
downloaded as a computer program product, wherein the
program may be transferred from a remote computer to a
requesting computer by way of data signals embodied 1n a
carrier wave or other propagation medium via a communica-
tion cell (e.g., a modem or network connection). The opera-
tions may be performed at a BS, a BSC, a MSC, or performed
by a combination of these control devices.

Embodiments have been herein described 1n reference to a
CDMA system, but the ivention 1s not limited to such sys-
tems or even to systems employing a low frequency reuse
factor. Importantly, while the invention has been described 1n
the context of a cellular radio communication system, i1t can
be applied to a wide variety of different systems in which data
are exchanged. Such systems include voice, video, music,
broadcast and other types of data systems without external
connections. Many of the methods are described in their most
basic form but operations can be added to or deleted from any

of the methods without departing from the basic scope of the
invention.

While the mnvention has been described 1n terms of several
embodiments, those skilled 1n the art will recognize that the
invention 1s not limited to the embodiments described, but can
be practiced with modification and alteration within the spirit
and scope of the appended claims. The description 1s thus to
be regarded as illustrative istead of limiting.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A method, comprising;:

receiving an indication of an increase 1n an inter-cell inter-
ference between a first user terminal, being served by a
first cell, and a second user terminal, being served by a
second cell; and

adaptively adjusting a pilot power of one or both of the first
cell and the second cell to modify a cell boundary of one
or both of the first cell and the second cell such that the
first user terminal and the second user terminal are
served by a same one of the first cell or the second cell to
thereby reduce interference in a cellular communica-
tions network.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising;

adaptively adjusting an antenna parameter of one or both of
the first cell and the second cell to further modity a cell
boundary of one or both of the first cell and the second

cell.
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3. The method of claim 2, wherein the antenna parameter 1s
selected from the group consisting of an antenna downtilt, an
antenna azimuth, an antenna pattern, an antenna height, or an
antenna location.

4. A method, comprising:

measuring at least one performance metric associated with

a {irst terminal served by a first cell or a second terminal
served by a second cell;

adjusting at least one parameter configured to afiect a cell

boundary of the first or second cells responsive to the
measuring such that the first terminal and the second
terminal are served by a same one of the first cell or the
second cell; and

repeating the measuring and adjusting until the perfor-

mance metric meets or exceeds a performance threshold.

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising:

adaptively adjusting a pilot power of the first or second

cells.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein adaptively adjusting the
pilot power and adjusting the at least one parameter occurs
responsive to the performance metric.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein measuring the perfor-
mance metric mcludes obtaining the performance metric
from a report from the first or the second terminals.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the performance metric
includes a pilot power, a ratio of pilot power to interference
for an active set, or a ratio of pilot power to interference for a
neighboring set.

9. A network, comprising:

means for measuring at least one performance metric asso-

ciated with a first terminal served by a first cell or a
second terminal served by a second cell; and

means for adjusting at least one parameter configured to

affect the cell boundary of the first or second cells
responsive to the measuring such that the first terminal
and the second terminal are served by a same one of the
first cell or the second cell; and

means for repeating the measuring and adjusting until the
performance metric meets or exceeds a performance

threshold.

10. The network of claim 9,
wherein the means for adjusting includes means for adap-
tively adjusting a pilot power of the first or second cells
responsive to the performance metric.
11. The network of claim 9,
wherein the performance metric includes a pilot power, a
ratio of pilot power to interference for an active set, or a
ratio of pilot power to interference for a neighboring set.
12. A network, comprising:
a mobile switching center;
at least one base station controller configured to commu-
nicate with the mobile switching center; and
at least one base station coupled to the at least one base
station controller, the at least one base station configured
to provide a first cell to serve a first terminal and a second
cell to serve a second terminal;
wherein the mobile switching center or the at least one base
station controller are configured to:
measure a performance metric associated with the first
terminal or the second terminal; and
adaptively adjust at least one antenna parameter to
modily a cell boundary of the first cell or the second
cell such that the first user terminal and the second
user terminal are served by a same one of the first cell
or the second cell until the measured performance
metric meets or exceeds a performance threshold.
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13. The cellular radio communications network of claim
12, wherein the mobile switching center or the at least one
base station controller are configured to adaptively adjust
pilot power of the first cell or the second cell to further modify
the cell boundary.

14. The cellular radio communications network of claim
12, further comprising redistributing a load on the first cell or
the second cell.

15. A machine-readable medium having one or more
executable instructions stored thereon that, 1n response to
execution by a computing device, caused the computing
device to perform operations comprising:

measuring at least one performance metric associated with
a {irst terminal served by a first cell or a second terminal
served by a second cell;

adjusting at least one parameter configured to atfect the cell
boundary of the first or second cells responsive to the
measuring such that the first terminal and the second
terminal are served by a same one of the first cell or the
second cell; and

10

15

12

repeating the measuring and adjusting until the perfor-

mance metric meets or exceeds a performance threshold.

16. The machine-readable medium of claim 15, wherein
the operations further comprise:

adaptively adjusting a pilot power of the first or second

cells.

17. The machine-readable medium of claim 16, wherein
the operations further comprise:

adaptively adjusting the pilot power and the at least one

antenna parameter responsive to the performance met-
r1c.

18. The machine-readable medium of claim 17, wherein
the operations further comprise:

obtaining the performance metric from a report from the

first or the second terminals.

19. The machine-readable medium of claim 18, wherein
the performance metric includes a pilot power, a ratio of pilot
power to interference for an active set, or a ratio of-pilot
power to interference for a neighboring set.

G ex x = e
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