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CROSS-LINKABLE AND CROSS-LINKED
MIXED MATRIX MEMBRANES AND
METHODS OF MAKING THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application 1s a Continuation of application Ser. No.
11/300,775 filed Dec. 15, 2005, 1ssued as U.S. Pat. No. 7,485,

1’73 B1 on Feb. 3, 2009, the contents of which are hereby
incorporated by reference 1n its entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention pertains to mixed matrix membranes having,
greatly improved performance 1n separation of gases. More
particularly, the invention pertains to cross-linkable and
cross-linked mixed matrix membranes containing
microporous molecular sieves or high surface area
microporous polymers as fillers.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In the past 30-35 years, the state of the art of polymer
membrane-based gas separation processes has evolved rap-
1dly. Membrane gas separation 1s of special interest to petro-
leum producers and refiners, chemical companies, and indus-
trial gas suppliers. Several applications have achieved
commercial success, including carbon dioxide removal from
natural gas and from biogas and enhanced o1l recovery, and
also hydrogen removal from nitrogen, methane, and argon 1n
ammonia purge gas streams. For example, UOP’s Separex®
membrane 1s currently an international market leader for
carbon dioxide removal from natural gas.

The membranes most commonly used in commercial gas
separation applications are polymeric and nonporous. Sepa-
ration 1s based on a solution-diffusion mechanism. This
mechanism mmvolves molecular-scale interactions of the per-
meating gas with the membrane polymer. The mechanism
assumes that in a membrane having two opposing surfaces,
cach component 1s sorbed by the membrane at one surface,
transported by a gas concentration gradient, and desorbed at
the opposing surface. According to this solution-diffusion
model, the membrane performance in separating a given pair
of gases (e.g., CO,/CH,, O,/N,, H,/CH,) 1s determined by
two parameters: the permeability coelficient (abbreviated
heremnafter as P ;) and the selectivity (o ,,z). The P, 1s the
product of the gas flux and the membrane skin thickness,
divided by the pressure difference across the membrane. The
d. .5 1s the ratio of the permeability coellicients of the two
gases (o, =P ,/P;) where P , 1s the permeability of the more
permeable gas and P, 1s the permeability of the less perme-
able gas. Gases can have high permeability coellicients
because of a high solubility coetlicient, a high diffusion coet-
ficient, or because both coellicients are high. In general, the
diffusion coellicient decreases while the solubility coefficient
increases with an increase in the molecular size of the gas. In
high performance polymer membranes, both high permeabil-
ity and selectivity are desirable because higher permeability
decreases the size of the membrane area required to treat a
given volume of gas, thereby decreasing capital cost of mem-
brane units, and because higher selectivity results 1n a higher
purity product gas.

Polymers provide a range of properties including low cost,
permeability, mechanical stability, and ease of processability
that are important for gas separation. A polymer material with
a high glass-transition temperature (1), high melting point,
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and high crystallinity 1s preferred. Glassy polymers (i.e.,
polymers attemperatures below their 1) have stitter polymer
backbones and therefore let smaller molecules such as hydro-
gen and helium pass through more quickly, while larger mol-
ecules such as hydrocarbons pass through more slowly as
compared to polymers with less stiff backbones. However,
polymers which are more permeable are generally less selec-
tive than are less permeable polymers. A general trade-oil has
always existed between permeability and selectivity (the so-
called polymer upper bound limait). See Robeson, J. Membr.
Sci., 62 (2): 165 (1991); Robeson, et al., Polymer, 35 (23):
4970 (1994). Over the past 30 years, substantial research
eifort has been directed to overcoming the limits imposed by
this upper bound. Various polymers and techniques have been
used, but without much success.

Cellulose acetate (CA) glassy polymer membranes are
used extensively 1n gas separation. Currently, such CA mem-
branes are used for natural gas upgrading, including removal
of carbon dioxide. Although CA membranes have many
advantages, they are limited in a number of properties includ-
ing selectivity, permeability, and chemical, thermal, and
mechanical stability. One of the immediate challenges that
need to be addressed 1n CA polymer membranes 1s achieving
higher selectivity with equal or greater permeability.

In order to enhance membrane selectivity and permeabil-
ity, a new type of mixed matrix membranes (MMMs) has
recently been developed. Almost all of the MMM reported to
date 1n the literature are hybrid blend membranes comprising
insoluble solid domains such as molecular sieves or carbon
molecular sieves embedded 1 a polymer matrix. Some
examples can be seen 1n the following recent patents and
published patent applications: U.S. Pat. No. 6,626,980 B2;
US 2003/0220188 Al; US 2005/0043167 Al; U.S. Pat. No.
6,562,110 B1; U.S. Pat. No. 6,755,900 B2; U.S. Pat. No.
6,500,233 B1; U.S. Pat. No. 6,503,295 B1; and U.S. Pat. No.
6,508,860 B1. They combine the low cost and easy process-
ability of the polymer phase with the superior gas separation
properties of the molecular sieve phase. These membranes
have the potential to achieve higher selectivity with equal or
greater permeability compared to existing polymer mem-
branes, while maintaining their advantages. In contrast to the
many studies on conventional polymers for membranes, only
a few attempts to 1ncrease gas separation membrane perfor-
mance with mixed matrix membranes of zeolite and rubbery
or glassy polymers have been reported.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention 1s for novel high performance cross-
linkable and cross-linked mixed matrix membranes and the
use ol such membranes for separations such as for CO,/CH,,
H,/CH,, and olefin/parailin separations. More specifically,
the mvention involves the preparation of cross-linkable and
cross-linked mixed matrix membranes (MMMs). The cross-
linkable MMMs are prepared by mcorporating microporous
molecular sieves or soluble high surface area microporous
polymers (PIMs) as dispersed microporous fillers into a con-
tinuous polymer matrix. The cross-linked MMMs are pre-
pared by UV-cross-linking the cross-linkable MMMs con-
tamning cross-linkable polymer matrix such as BP-55
polyimide. The microporous molecular sieve fillers provide a
number of advantages for the cross-linkable and cross-linked
MMMs including high selectivity, high permeability, and
high thermal stability. The solubility of the microporous poly-
meric {illers offers significant advantages over the use of
conventional mnsoluble microporous materials in the prepara-

tion of cross-linkable and cross-linked MMMs.
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Pure gas permeation test results demonstrate that com-
pared to the pure polymer membranes, the cross-linkable
MMMs exhibit a mixed matrix membrane effect by simulta-
neously increasing selectivity and permeability for both CO,/
CH, and H,/CH, separations. In addition, the pure gas sepa-
ration performances of the cross-linkable MMMs for CO,/
CH, and H,/CH, separations can reach Robeson’s polymer
upper bound trade-oif curves for both CO,/CH, and H,/CH,
through control of the amount of dispersed fillers. Pure gas
permeation test results also demonstrate that the performance
of the cross-linkable mixed matrix membranes for propylene/
propane separation also can reach polymer upper bound
trade-oil curve for propylene/propane separation with both
high permeability of propylene and high selectivity for pro-

pylene/propane. More importantly, pure gas permeation test
results show that UV-cross-linked MMMs exhibit more than

doubled selectivities for both CO,/CH, and H,/CH,, separa-
tions compared to those of the original cross-linkable
MMMs. The pure gas separation performances of the cross-
linked MMM for CO,/CH, and H,/CH,, separations are well
above the Robeson’s polymer upper bound trade-off curves
tor CO,/CH, and H,/CH,, respectively. The cross-linkable
and cross-linked MMMs prepared in accordance with the
present invention can also be used 1n the separation of other
gases mcluding the following pairs of gases: carbon dioxide/
nitrogen, methane/nitrogen, 1so/normal paraffins, and olefin/
paraifin such as propylene/propane.

DETAILED DISCUSSION OF INVENTION

Mixed matrnix membranes (MMMs) containing
microporous solid materials as fillers may retain polymer
processability and improve selectivity for gas separation due
to the superior molecular sieving and sorption properties of
the microporous materials.

The cross-linkable and cross-linked MMMs of the present
invention are especially usetul 1n the purification, separation
or adsorption of a particular species in the liquid or gas phase.
In addition to separation of pairs of gases, these membranes
may, for example, be used for the separation of proteins or
other thermally unstable compounds, e.g. 1n the pharmaceu-
tical and biotechnology industries. The membranes may also
be used 1n fermenters and bioreactors to transport gases 1nto
the reaction vessel and transter cell culture medium out of the
vessel. Additionally, the membranes may be used for the
removal of microorganisms from air or water streams, water
purification, ethanol production 1n a continuous fermenta-
tion/membrane pervaporation system, and in detection or
removal of trace compounds or metal salts 1n air or water
streams.

These cross-linkable and cross-linked MMMs may also be
used 1n the separation of liquid mixtures by pervaporation,
such as 1n the removal of organic compounds (e.g., alcohols,
phenols, chlorinated hydrocarbons, pyridines, ketones) from
water such as aqueous effluents or process fluids. A mem-
brane which 1s ethanol-selective would be used to increase the
cthanol concentration in relatively dilute ethanol solutions
(5-10% ethanol) obtained by fermentation processes. Further
liquid phase examples include the separation of one organic
component from another organic component, €.g. to separate
1somers of organic compounds. Mixtures ol organic com-
pounds which may be separated using membranes made in
accordance with the present invention include: ethylacetate-
cthanol, diethylether-ethanol, acetic acid-ethanol, benzene-
ethanol, chloroform-ethanol, chloroform-methanol, acetone-
1sopropylether, allylalcohol-allylether, allylalcohol-
cyclohexane, butanol-butylacetate, butanol-1-butylether,
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4

cthanol-ethylbutylether, propylacetate-propanol, 1sopropy-
lether-1sopropanol, methanol-ethanol-1sopropanol, and ethy-
lacetate-ethanol-acetic acid.

The cross-linkable and cross-linked MMMs of the present
invention are especially useful 1n gas separation processes 1n
air purification, petrochemical, refinery, and natural gas
industries. Examples of such separations include separation
of an organic gas from an atmospheric gas, such as nitrogen or
oxygen. Further examples of such separations are for the
separation ol CO, from natural gas, H, ifrom N,, CH_,, and Ar
In ammonia purge gas streams, H, recovery in refineries,
olefin/parallin separations such as propylene/propane sepa-
ration, and 1so/normal paraifin separations.

The cross-linkable and cross-linked MMMs of the present
invention may be used for separation of organic molecules
from water (e.g. ethanol and/or phenol from water by per-
vaporation) and removal of metal and other organic com-
pounds from water.

An additional application for the membranes 1s 1n chemical
reactors to enhance the yield of equilibrium-limited reactions
by selective removal of a specific product in an analogous
fashion to the use of hydrophilic membranes to enhance
esterification yield by the removal of water.

The present invention relates to cross-linkable and cross-
linked mixed matrix membranes (MMMSs) (or cross-linkable
and cross-linked mixed matrix dense films) containing
microporous molecular sieves or soluble polymers of intrin-
s1¢ microporosity as fillers. The microporous molecular sieve
fillers provide a number of advantages for the cross-linkable
and cross-linked MMM including high selectivity, high per-
meability, and high thermal stability. The solubility of the
microporous polymeric fillers offers significant advantages
over the use of conventional insoluble microporous materials
in the preparation of cross-linkable and cross-linked MMMs.
These new cross-linkable and cross-linked MMMs have
immediate applications for the separation of gas mixtures

including carbon dioxide removal from natural gas and
hydrogen separation from methane. The cross-linkable and
cross-linked mixed matrix membranes permit carbon dioxide
to diffuse through at a faster rate than the methane 1n the
natural gas. Carbon dioxide has a higher permeation rate than
methane because of higher solubility, higher diffusivity, or
both. Thus, carbon dioxide enriches on the permeate side of
the membrane, and methane enriches on the feed (or reject)
side of the membrane.

Any given pair or group ol gases that differ 1n molecular
s1ze, Tor example nitrogen and oxygen, carbon dioxide and
methane, hydrogen and methane or carbon monoxide, helium
and methane, can be separated using the cross-linkable or
cross-linked mixed matrix membranes described herein.
More than two gases can be removed from a third gas. For
example, some of the components which can be selectively
removed from a raw natural gas using the membranes
described herein include carbon dioxide, oxygen, nitrogen,
water vapor, hydrogen sulfide, heltum, and other trace gases.
Some of the components that can be selectively retained
include hydrocarbon gases.

The cross-linkable and cross-linked MMMs of the present

invention comprise dispersed microporous molecular sieve
fillers or organic microporous polymer (PIM) fillers through-
out a continuous polymer phase. The cross-linkable MMMs
were prepared by incorporating microporous fillers mnto a
continuous cross-linkable polymer matrix such as BP-55
polyimide polymer as shown below.
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BP-55 polyimide

The cross-linked MMMs were prepared by UV-cross-linking
the cross-linkable MMMs. The resulting cross-linkable and
cross-linked MMMs have steady state permeabilities that
differ from those of the pure cross-linkable polymer and
cross-linked polymer, respectively, due to the combination of
the molecular sieving gas separation mechanism of the
microporous molecular sieve filler phase or organic
microporous polymer filler phase with the solution-diffusion
gas separation mechamsm of the cross-linkable or cross-
linked polymer phase.

Design of the cross-linkable and cross-linked MMMs with

the superior gas separation properties described herein 1s
based on the choice of the appropriate microporous molecular
sieve filler, organic microporous polymer filler and the poly-
mer matrix selection, the permeability and selectivity of the
MMM, and the mechanical properties of the MMM. Design
ol cross-linkable MMMs with the superior gas separation
properties described herein 1s not only based on the proper
microporous molecular sieve filler, organic microporous
polymer filler selection, but 1s also critically based on the
proper selection of UV-cross-linkable polymer matrix, the
permeability and selectivity of the MMM, and the mechanical
property of the MMM. Material selection for both polymer
matrix phase and filler phase 1s therefore a key aspect for the
preparation of cross-linkable and cross-linked MMM s.

The polymer matrix in cross-linkable MMMs provides a
wide range of properties important for membrane separations
such as low cost and easy processability and should be
selected from polymer materials, which can form cross-
linked structure to further improve membrane selectivity. For
cross-linkable and cross-linked MMMs applications, 1t 1s pre-
terred that a comparable membrane fabricated from the pure
polymer, exhibit a carbon dioxide or hydrogen over methane
selectivity of at least about 10, more preferably at least about
15. Preferably, the cross-linkable polymer used as the con-
tinuous polymer matrix phase 1n the cross-linked MMMs 1s a
UV-cross-linkable rigid, glassy polymer.

Typical cross-linkable polymers as the continuous polymer
matrix phase suitable for the preparation of cross-linkable or
cross-linked MMMs comprise polymer chain segments
wherein at least a part of these polymer chain segments can be
UV-cross-linked to each other through direct covalent bonds
by utilizing UV radiation. The UV-cross-linkable polymers
can be selected from any polymers containing UV-cross-
linkable benzophenone, acrylic, vinyl, styrenic, styrenic-
acrylic, sulfonic, 2,3-dihydrofuran group or mixtures of these
groups. For example, these UV-cross-linkable polymers can
be polyacrylates; polyimides such as poly[1,2,4,5-benzentet-
racarboxylic  dianhydride-co-3,3'.4,4'-benzophenonetetra-
carboxylic dianhydrnide-co-4.,4'-methylenebis(2,6-dimethy-
laniline)|imides (e.g., BP-55 with 1:1 ratio of 1,2,4,5-
benzentetracarboxylic dianhydride and 3.,3'.4.4'-
benzophenonetetracarboxylic  dianhydride 1 this
polyimide); poly(styrenes), including styrene-containing,
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copolymers such as acrylonitrilestyrene copolymers, styrene-
butadiene copolymers and styrene-vinylbenzylhalide copoly-
mers; [lethylene[ lit; and polyethersulfone.

Both the microporous molecular sieve fillers and organic
microporous polymer fillers are selected to enhance the sepa-
ration properties of the membranes.

Microporous molecular sieve materials are defined as sol-
1ds that contain interconnected pores of less than 2 nanom-
eters 1n size and consequently possess large and accessible
surface areas, typically 300-1500 m*g~" as measured by gas
adsorption. This discrete porosity provides molecular sieving
properties to these materials which have found wide applica-
tions as catalysts and sorption media. The microporous
molecular sieve materials used as dispersed fillers in the
cross-linkable and cross-linked MMMs 1n this invention
include small pore molecular sieves such as SAPO-34, Si-
DDR, AIPO-14, AIPO-34, AIPO-18, LTA, ERS-12, NaA
(4A), CaA (SA), KA (3A), CDS-1, SSZ-62, UZM-9, UZM-
13, UZM-17, UZM-19, MCM-65, MCM-47, medium pore
molecular sieves such as silicalite-1, Si-MTW, UZM-8,
SAPO-31, EU-1, ZSM-57, NU-87, Si-BEA, S1-MEL, and
large pore molecular sieves such as FAU, OFF, zeolite L,
NaX, NaY, and CaY. All the microporous molecular sieves
described herein are dispersible template-removed molecular
S1EVES.

Organic microporous polymer materials (or as so-called
“polymers of intrinsic microporosity”) described herein are
polymeric materials that possess microporosity that 1s intrin-
sic to their molecular structures. See McKeown, et al., Chem.

Commun., 2780 (2002); McKeown, et al., Chem. Commun.,
2782 (2002); Budd, et al., J. Mater. Chem., 13:2721 (2003);
Budd, et al., Chem. Commun., 230 (2004); Budd, et al., Adv.
Mater., 16:456 (2004); McKeown, et al., Chem. FEur. 1.,
11:2610 (2003). The polymeric fillers have rigid rod-like,
randomly contorted structure to generate intrinsic
microporosity. These polymeric fillers of intrinsic
microporosity exhibit analogous behavior to that of conven-
tional microporous materials such as large and accessible
surface areas, interconnected intrinsic micropores of less than
2 nm 1n size, as well as high chemical and thermal stability,
but, in addition, possess properties of conventional polymers
such as good solubility and easy processability. Moreover,
these polymeric fillers possess polyether polymer chains that
have favorable interaction between carbon dioxide and the
cthers. These polymeric fillers also can reduce the hydrocar-
bon fouling problem typical of polyimide membranes. Their
solubility offers significant advantages over conventional
insoluble microporous materials in the preparation of
uncross-linked and cross-linked MMMs. These organic
microporous polymer materials are selected as another type
of fillers in the preparation of uncross-linked and cross-linked
mixed matrix membranes. Representative examples of
organic microporous polymer materials described herein as

fillers are shown below (PIMs) followed by (network-PIMs).
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The cross-linkable mixed matrix membranes used 1n this
present nvention containing microporous molecular sieve
fillers or organic microporous polymer fillers were fabricated
by mixing certain amount of fillers 1n a continuous polymer
matrix. The cross-linkable mixed matrix membranes used in
this present ivention containing microporous molecular
sieve fillers or organic microporous polymer fillers can be
fabricated into any convenient geometry such as sheet, hol-
low fiber, or tube. The most preferred cross-linkable mixed

matrix membranes used in this present invention were fabri-
cated as follows.

The cross-linkable microporous molecular sieve/polymer
mixed matrix membranes were prepared from solution cast-
ing or membrane spinning of template-free microporous
molecular sieve fillers dispersed in a solution of polymer such
as UV-cross-linkable BP-55. The solvents that can be used for
dissolving the continuous polymer matrix include [ lethylene
chloride, THF, acetone, DMF, NMP, DMSO, and others
known to those skilled in the art. The loading of the
microporous molecular sieves in the mixed matrix mem-
branes varied from 1 to 50 wt-% depending upon the proper-
ties sought as well as the dispersibility of the particular
microporous molecular sieve filler 1n the particular continu-
ous polymer matrix.

Selected amounts of polymer as matrix were added to an
organic solvent. After stirring for 2 hours, the polymer dis-
solved completely 1n the solvent to form a transparent homo-
geneous solution. A measured amount of dry, template-free
microporous molecular sieves was then added to the solution.
The resulting slurry was stirred and ultrasonicated to ensure a
good dispersion of the template-free microporous molecular
sieves. The slurry, with a microporous molecular sieve load-
ing of 1, 10, 20, 30, 40, or 350 wt-% (based on weight of
polymer matrix), was poured into a glass ring on top of a clean
glass plate, and dried at room temperature mside a plastic
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cover for at least 12 hours to obtain the final mixed matrix
membrane. The membrane was detached from the glass plate
and dried at room temperature for 24 hours and then at 110°
C. for at least 48 hours under vacuum. The membrane was
then cut 1nto a small circle for gas separation measurements.

The cross-linkable organic microporous polymer/polymer
mixed matrix membranes were prepared from solution cast-
ing or membrane spinning of a homogeneous solution of
microporous polymer fillers and a continuous polymer
matrix. The solvents that can be used for dissolving both
microporous polymer fillers and the continuous polymer
matrix include [lethylene chlonide, tetrahydroturan (THEF),
acetone, dimethylformamide (DMF), N-Methyl-2-Pyrroli-
done (NMP), dimethyl sulfoxide DMSQO, and others known to
those skilled 1n the art. The loading of the microporous poly-
mer fillers in the mixed matrix membranes may vary from 1 to
99 wt-% depending upon the properties sought as well as the
dispersibility of the particular microporous polymer {iller 1n
the particular continuous polymer matrix.

A similar procedure was used to add microporous polymer
fillers. Selected amounts of microporous polymer fillers and
polymer matrix were added to an organic solvent. After stir-
ring for 2 hours, both polymers dissolved completely 1n the
solvent to form a transparent homogeneous solution. The
polymer solution with microporous polymer filler loading of
1, 10, 20, 30, 40, or 50 wt-% (based on weight of polymer
matrix) was poured 1nto a glass ring on top of a clean glass
plate, and dried at room temperature 1inside a plastic cover for
at least 12 hours to obtain the final mixed matrix membrane.
The membrane was detached from the glass plate and dried at
room temperature for 24 hours and then at 110° C. for at least
48 hours under vacuum. The membrane was then cut into a
small circle for gas separation measurements.

The cross-linked mixed matrix membranes including both
the microporous molecular sieve/polymer and organic
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microporous polymer/polymer cross-linked mixed matrix
membranes are prepared by further UV-cross-linking of the
microporous molecular sieve/polymer or  organic
microporous polymer/polymer uncross-linked mixed matrix
membranes containing UV-cross-linkable polymer matrices
from a certain distance and for a certain period of time
depending upon the separation properties sought. The cross-
linked mixed matrix membranes including both the
microporous molecular sieve/polymer and organic
microporous polymer/polymer cross-linked mixed matrix
membranes can be used 1n any convenient geometry such as
sheet, hollow fiber, or tube.

The permeability coelficient (P ,) and selectivity (o, z) of
the cross-linkable and cross-linked mixed matrix membranes
(or mixed matrix dense films) were measured by pure gas
measurements at 50° C. under about 100 psig pressure.

It has been demonstrated from pure gas permeation results
that the cross-linkable mixed matrix membranes exhibited a
mixed matrix membrane effect for CO,/CH, separation with
both improved permeability of CO,, (P, ) and selectivity of
CO,/CH, (Qroo/c274)- For example, as shown 1in Table 1, for
the 30%-AlPO-18-BP-55 mixed matrix membrane with 30
wt-% of AIPO-18 fillers 1n BP-55 polymer matrnx, the P,
increased 57% compared to that of pure BP-55 membrane,
and 1n the meantime the d,,- 7, INCreased about 17%.
These results indicate that the intrinsic gas transport proper-
ties of the microporous molecular sieve fillers and polymer
matrix phase determine the effective extremely high perme-
ability of the cross-linkable mixed matrix membranes.

TABL.

L1

1

Pure gas permeation results of cross-linkable

MMMs for CO,/CH, separation *

Permeability (P, barrer) Selec-

P oo tivity Acoz/cHA
Film Proo  Increased  Pergy  (Qeeosega) INcreased
Pure BP-55 60.8 — 3.00 20.3 —
30%-AlPO-18%- 95.4 57% 4.03 23.7 16.7%
BP-55
40%-AlIPO-18- 123.2 103% 5.24 23.5 15.8%
BP-35

* Testing conditions: Pure gas permeation, 50° C., ~100 psig.

For H,/CH, separation, 1t also has been proven from mea-
surement of pure gas permeation results that cross-linkable
mixed matrix membranes exhibit a mixed matrix membrane
elfect with both improved permeability of H, (P, ) and selec-

tivity ot H,/CH_ (5,774 ). FOr example, as shown in Table 2,
tor the 40%-A1P0O-18-BP-55 mixed matrix membrane with

40 wt-% of AIPO-18 fillers in BP-55 polymer matnix, the P,,,
increased 116% compared to that of pure BP-55 membrane,
and 1n the meantime the o, ., 1nCcreased about 24%. It also
has been shown that the separation performance of 40%-

AlPO-18-BP-55 mixed matrix membrane for H,/CH, sepa-
ration has reached the Robeson’s polymer upper bound limat.
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TABL.

L1

2

Pure gas permeation results of cross-linkable
MMM for H,/CH,, separation *

Permeability (P, barrer) Selec-

P tivity Crrascrra
Film P increased Py (Qppsezn)  IDcreased
Pure BP-55 106.2 — 3.00 354 —
30%-AlPO-18%- 163.4 54% 4.03 40.5 14.4%
BP-55
40%-AlPO-18- 229.7 116% 5.24 43.8 23.7%
BP-35

* Testing conditions: Pure gas permeation, 50° C., ~100 psig.

For propylene/propane separation, 1t also has been demon-
strated from pure gas permeation results that cross-linkable
mixed matrix membranes have propylene/propane separation
performance reaching polymer upper bound trade-off curve.
For example, as shown 1n Table 3, for the 30% AIPO-14-BP-
55 mixed matrix membrane with 30 wt-% of AIPO-14
microporous molecular sieve fillers in BP-55 polymer matrix,
the permeability of propylene 1s higher than 15 barrers and the
selectivity of propylene/propane 1s higher than 11 under test-

ing conditions of 50° C. and 30 psig, which are very promis-
ing for separation of propylene/propane.

TABL.

L1

3

Pure gas permeation results of cross-linkable

MMMs for propylene/propane separation

Permeability (P, barrer) Selectivity
Film Pprop[y lene Pprapan e (&p}"apyf enelpropan E‘)
30%-AlPO-14-BP-55¢ 15.6 1.40 11.1
30%-AlPO-14-BP-55° 12.8 1.73 7.4

“Testing conditions: Pure gas permeation, 50° C., ~30 psig.
‘bTeStjng conditions: Pure gas permeation, 50° C., ~100 psig.

In order to turther improve the separation performance of
the cross-linkable mixed matrix membranes described 1n this
invention, UV-cross-linking on these membranes was per-
formed. The resulting cross-linked mixed matrix membranes
contain cross-linked polymer chains with polymer chain seg-

ments cross-linked to each other through direct covalent
bonds.

Table 4 shows the pure gas permeation results for the
UV-cross-linked mixed matrix membranes for CO,/CH,
separation. It can be seen from Table 4 that the UV-cross-
linked mixed matrix membranes exhibit higher performance
than the UV-cross-linked pure BP-55 polymer membrane.
The UV-cross-linked mixed matrix membranes show
increased P, without loss of a5, -z4. Most importantly,
the UV-cross-linked mixed matrix membranes show doubled
Ceonca cOmpared to the corresponding cross-linkable
mixed matrix membranes. For example, the UV-cross-linked
30%-AlIPO-18-BP-55 mixed matrix membrane with UV
radiation for 10 min exhibited 48% of P, increase without
loss of a5/ z74 cOmpared to those of the 10 min UV-cross-
linked BP-35 pure polymer membrane. Furthermore, the UV-
cross-linked 30%-AlPO-18-BP-55 mixed matrix membrane
with UV radiation for 10 min exhibited doubled a5/ z4
(Table 4) compared to the corresponding cross-linkable 30%-
AlIPO-18-BP-55 mixed matrix membrane (Table 1). In addi-

tion, the pure gas separation performance of the cross-linked
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30%-A1PO-18-BP-535 mixed matrix membrane for CO,/CH,
separation 1s well above the Robeson’s polymer upper bound
trade-oif curve.

TABL.

4

(L]

Pure gas permeation results of cross-linked
MMMs for CO,/CH, separation *

Permeability (P, barrer)

Preoo Selectivity
Film Pro» ncreased Py (Qroorcma)
UV-10 min cross-linked 294 — 0.672 43.7
pure BP-55
UV-10 min cross-linked 43.6 48% 0.937 46.5
30%-AlPO-18-BP-55
UV-20 min cross-linked 16.3 — 0.300 54.3
pure BP-55
UV-20 min cross-linked 23.1 42% 0.437 52.8

30%-AlPO-18-BP-55

* Testing conditions: Pure gas permeation, 50° C., ~100 psig.

Table 5 shows the pure gas permeation results for the
UV-cross-linked mixed matrix membranes tor H,/CH, sepa-
ration. It can be seen from Table 5 that the UV-cross-linked
mixed matrix membranes exhibit higher performance than
the UV-cross-linked pure BP-355 polymer membrane for
H,/CH, separation. The UV-cross-linked mixed matrix mem-
branes show >50% greatly increased P,,, without loss of
Crrscra. Most 1mportantly, the UV-cross-linked mixed
matrix membranes show more than three times higher
Oz rra COMpared to the corresponding cross-linkable mixed
matrix membranes. For example, the UV-cross-linked 30%-
AlPO-18-BP-55 mixed matrix membrane with UV radiation
for 10 min exhibited 58% of P,,, increase with also slightly
increased O, . cOmpared to those of the 10 min UV-cross-
linked BP-55 pure polymer membrane (Table 5). Further-
more, the UV-cross-linked 30%-AlPO-18-BP-55 mixed
matrix membrane with UV radiation for 10 min exhibited
three times higher d..,,, . (Table 5) compared to the corre-
sponding cross-linkable 30%-AlPO-18-BP-55 mixed matrix

membrane (Table 2). In addition, the pure gas separation
performance of the cross-linked 30%-A1PO-18-BP-55 mixed

matrix membrane for H,/CH_, separation 1s well above the
Robeson’s polymer upper bound trade-off curve.

TABL.

R

(L]

Pure gas permeation results of cross-linked
MMMs for H,/CH, separation *

Permeability (P, barrer)

P Selectivity
Film P increased  Pogy (Crr i)
UV-10 min cross-linked 98.1 — 0.672 146.0
pure BP-55
UV-10 min cross-linked 155.0 58% 0.937 165.4
30%-AlPO-18-BP-55
UV-20 min cross-linked 027 — 0.300 309.1
pure BP-55
UV-20 min cross-linked 144.3 56% 0.437 330.2

30%-AlPO-18-BP-55

* Testing conditions: Pure gas permeation, 50° C., ~100 psig.

Pure gas permeation test results demonstrated that the
cross-linkable mixed matrix membranes exhibited a mixed
matrix membrane effect with both improved permeability of
CO, and selectivity of CO,/CH, for CO,/CH, separation and
both improved permeability of H, and selectivity of H,/CH,,
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tor H,/CH_ separation. It also has been shown that the sepa-
ration performance ol some cross-linkable mixed matrix
membrane for H,/CH, separation can reach the Robeson’s
polymer upper bound trade-off curve.

Pure gas permeation test results on the cross-linked mixed
matrix membranes have doubled selectivity of CO,/CH, and
three times higher selectivity of H,/CH, compared to those of
the cross-linkable mixed matrix membranes suggesting
promising applications for both carbon dioxide removal from
natural gas and hydrogen removal from methane. In addition,
the pure gas separation performances of the cross-linked
mixed matrix membranes for both CO,/CH, and H,/CH,
separations are well above the Robeson’s polymer upper
bound trade-off curves tfor CO,/CH, and H,/CH,, respec-
tively.

Both the cross-linkable and cross-linked mixed matrix
membranes prepared 1n accordance with the present mven-
tion have promising applications for separations such as for
CO, removal from natural gas, H, recovery from CH_,, CO,
removal from nitrogen, methane separation from nitrogen,
1so/normal parailin separations, and olefin/parailin separa-
tions such as propylene/propane separation.

The mnvention claimed 1s:

1. A process for separating at least one gas from a mixture
of gases, the process comprising:

a) providing a mixed matrix membrane comprising an aro-
matic polyimide comprising UV-cross-linkable sulfonic
groups as a continuous phase and microporous molecu-
lar sieves dispersed in the continuous phase wherein said
mixed matrix membrane 1s permeable to said atleast one
£as;

b) contacting the mixture of gases to a first side of the
mixed matrix membrane to cause said at least one gas to
permeate the mixed matrix membrane; and

¢) removing from a second side of the membrane a perme-
ate gas composition comprising at least a portion of said
at least one gas which permeated said membrane.

2. The process of claim 1 wherein said molecular sieves are
selected from the group consisting of SAPO-34, S1-DDR,
AlPO-14, AIPO-34, AIPO-18, LTA, ERS-12, NaA (4A), CaA
(SA), KA (3A), CDS-1, SSZ-62, UZM-9, UZM-13, UZM-
17, UZM-19, MCM-65, MCM-47, silicalite-1, S1-MTW,
UZM-8, SAPO-31, EU-1, ZSM-57, NU-87, Si-BEA,
Si-MEL, FAU, OFF, zeolite L., NaX, NaY, and CaY molecular
S1EVES.

3. A mixed matrix membrane comprising an aromatic poly-
imide comprising UV-cross-linkable sulfonic groups as a
continuous phase and microporous molecular sieves dis-
persed 1n said cross-linkable continuous phase.

4. The mixed matrix membrane of claim 3 wherein said
molecular sieves are selected from the group consisting of
SAPO-34, Si1-DDR, AIPO-14, AIPO-34, AIPO-18, LTA,
ERS-12, NaA (4A), CaA (3A), KA (3A), CDS-1, SSZ-62,
UZM-9, UZM-13, UZM-1'7, UZM-19, MCM-65, MCM-47,
silicalite-1, S1-MTW, UZM-8, SAPO-31, EU-1, ZSM-57,
NU-87, S1-BEA, Si-MEL, FAU, OFF, zeolite L, NaX, NaY,
and CaY molecular sieves.

5. The mixed matrix membrane of claim 3 wherein said
mixed matrix membrane has a geometry selected from the
group consisting of sheets, hollow fibers and tubes.

6. A method of making a mixed matrix membrane com-
prising:

providing an aromatic polyimide comprising UV-cross-
linkable sulfonic groups as a continuous phase organic
polymer;

providing microporous molecular sieves;




US 7,806,962 B2

17

dispersing the microporous molecular sieves 1nto a solu-
tion containing the continuous phase organic polymer;

allowing the continuous phase organic polymer to solidify
about the microporous molecular sieves to produce a
mixed matrix membrane; and

exposing said continuous phase organic polymer to UV
radiation for a suificient period of time to cross-link said
continuous phase organic polymer.

7. The method of claim 6 wherein said microporous

molecular sieves are selected from the group consisting of

5

18
SAPO-34, Si-DDR, AIPO-14, AIPO-34, AIPO-18, LTA,
ERS-12, NaA (4A), CaA (3A), KA (3A), CDS-1, SSZ-62,
UZM-9, UZM-13, UZM-17, UZM-19, MCM-65, MCM-47,
silicalite-1, S1-MTW, UZM-8, SAPO-31, EU-1, ZSM-57,
NU-87, Si-BEA, Si-MEL, FAU, OFF, zeolite L, NaX, NaY,
and CaY molecular sieves.
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