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SCISSORS WITH AN INTEGRATED TAPE
DISPENSER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The mnvention combines two common household 1tems
frequently used 1n conjunction with each other, as a single
autonomous unit. Specifically, the mvention combines scis-
sors with a tape dispenser in a way that makes both easily
usable as a single device.

2. Description of the Related Art

Almost all household scissors and tape dispensers are
designed to perform one single respective tunction. Cur-
rently, scissors cut objects and tape dispensers dispense tape,
cach with 1ts single unique purpose. Very often, when one
uses a pair of scissors, one 1s 1n need of a tape dispenser, and
vice versa. This 1s especially evident with the tasks of wrap-
ping gifts, which requires the use of scissors and tape.

One apparent problem 1s that because each item, namely
scissors and a tape dispenser, are separate items, and are
frequently used 1n a variety of instances, when it 1s time to use
the 1tems collectively, they cannot be found 1n the same loca-
tion. Quite the contrary occurs, that 1s, 1t seems that one can
never {ind the scissors when the tape 1s found, and vice-versa,
the tape cannot be found when the scissors are found.

Another problem that exists 1s that when using tape and
sc1ssors 1n conjunction with each other, the user cannot simul-
taneously manmipulate both at the same time. The user must
put down the pair of scissors each time he or she wants to use
the tape dispenser, and vice-versa. This process of switching
back and forth 1s inefficient; especially when wrapping mul-
tiple gifts, or any project that requires laborious cutting and
taping.

Conventionally, scissors and tape dispensers are stored
differently. For example, household scissors and tape are
frequently stored out of sight. Scissors are commonly stored
in a drawer of a desk, 1n a cupboard or the like, because they
do not “stand alone” and contribute to disorganized clutter
when they are placed otherwise. Traditional scissors lie on
their side, slide around, and, consequently, are often tossed 1n
a drawer when they are not being used. However, 1n an office
environment, tape may be stored in a receptacle on a desk 1n
plain view. This compounds the 1ssue of scissors and tape not
being located 1n the same place.

Another disadvantage 1s that most household tape dispens-
ers are designed as disposable products. When one gets to the
end of the tape roll, the dispenser 1s now a useless 1tem and
discarded, thereby creating waste.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention 1s to provide a unitary
construction for an integrated apparatus including scissors
and a dispenser.

This invention alleviates the problem of repeatedly switch-
ing between using a pair of scissors and a tape dispenser, and
vice versa. According to this unitary construction, the tape
dispenser may be used to dispense tape while holding the
scissors and without having to put the scissors down. This use
1s compact, more efficient, saves time, and prevents the cum-
bersome task of having to constantly put down and pick up
two different objects, 1.e., the scissors and a tape dispenser.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the user may hold
the scissors with one hand while the other free hand may be
used to pull and cut a swath of tape from the integrated tape
dispenser.
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Another aspect of this invention 1s to construct the scissors
and a dispenser 1n such a manner that the unitary construction
apparatus can be placed on a plane surface with the scissor
blades 1n an upright position ready for use. That 1s, at rest, the
blades on the scissors are oriented 1n a ready to cut position
that 1s perpendicular to the surface on which it 1s located. The
bottom surface of the lower scissor handle preferably has a
flat footprint incorporated into the lower scissor handle so the
scissor tape dispenser may stand upright with the scissor
blades perpendicular to the surface the flat foot of the lower
scissor handle 1s resting upon. As such, the scissor tape dis-
penser may now sit on top of the user’s desk, together, as one
useful unitary tool.

According to yet another aspect of this invention, the roll
on the tape 1s preferably reusable. When the user finishes a
roll of tape, the user may easily remove the used roll out of the
dispenser, and install a new roll.

Various types of materials may be dispensed by the scissor
tape dispenser, including for example, an adhesive tape, rib-
bon, and the like. The dispensing material of this invention
may be a single contiguous roll cut by a cutting implement
integrated therewith or the dispensing material may be pre cut
into predetermined usable lengths and consolidated onto the
dispensing roll.

A further object of this invention 1s to adapt the scissor tape
dispenser for various different types of cutting blades, includ-
ing, but not limited to for example, cutting scissors for sports
medicine professionals, and designed 1n such a way that dii-
ferent types of blades may be switched out depending on the
cutting application.

Yet another aspect of this ivention 1s to provide a cradle
(or storage receptacle) including a storage slot into which the
blades of the scissor tape dispenser are received. The cradle
may include a tray or storage compartments for recerving
various 1tems, such as a plurality of paperclips, a spare roll of
tape, a note pad, tacks, a pen, and/or any other suitable mate-
rial.

These and other objects, features, and/or advantages may
accrue from various aspects of embodiments of the present
invention, as described 1n more detail below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Various exemplary embodiments of this invention will be
described 1n detail, wherein like reference numerals refer to
identical or similar components or steps, with reference to the
following figures.

FIG. 1 1llustrates an exploded 1sometric view of the com-
bination scissor tape dispenser apparatus 1n accordance with
this invention.

FIG. 2 depicts an 1sometric view of the combination scissor
tape dispenser apparatus 1n accordance with this invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates another view of the exploded 1sometric
combination scissor tape dispenser apparatus in accordance
with this invention.

FIG. 4 shows another 1sometric view of the combination
scissor tape dispenser apparatus in accordance with this
ivention.

FIG. 5 depicts an 1sometric view of the combination scissor
tape dispenser apparatus including a dual material dispenser
in accordance with this invention.

FIG. 6 illustrates an exploded 1sometric view of another
combination scissor tape dispenser including an alternative
blade 1n accordance with this invention.

FIG. 7 shows an 1sometric view of the combination scissor
tape dispenser including the alternative blade 1n accordance
with this invention.
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FIG. 8 illustrates a different view of the exploded 1sometric
view of the combination scissor tape dispenser including the
alternative blade 1n accordance with this invention.

FI1G. 9 illustrates an 1sometric view of a combination scis-
sor tape dispenser including a tape dispenser in an alternative 5
position 1in accordance with this invention.

FIG. 10 depicts another 1sometric angle of the combination
scissor tape dispenser including the tape dispenser in the
alternative position 1n accordance with this invention.

FI1G. 11 1llustrates an exploded 1sometric view of the com- 10
bination scissor tape dispenser including the tape dispenser in
an alternative position with the cover removed 1n accordance
with this invention.

FI1G. 12 1llustrates an exploded 1sometric view of the com-
bination scissor tape dispenser including the tape dispenserin 12
an alternative position with the tape removed 1n accordance
with this invention.

FIG. 13 illustrates an 1sometric view of the combination
scissor tape dispenser disposed within a cradle 1n accordance
with this invention. 20

FI1G. 14 1llustrates another 1sometric view from a different
angle of the combination scissor tape dispenser disposed
within the cradle 1n accordance with this invention.

FIG. 15 illustrates an exploded 1sometric view of the com-
bination scissor tape dispenser removed from the cradle in
accordance with this invention.

FIG. 16 1llustrates an 1sometric view of the combination
scissor tape dispenser disposed within the cradle in accor-
dance with this invention.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

Particular embodiments of the present invention will now
be described 1n greater detail with reference to the figures.

The present mvention remedies the problems associated
with current scissor and tape dispenser devices in several
ways. First, the scissors and tape dispenser are integrated into
one unit. Therefore, when one locates the scissors, the tape ,,
dispenser 1s also located, and vice versa. The functionality of
neither the scissors nor tape dispenser 1s compromised by the
integration of the scissor and tape dispenser as a single inte-
gral unit.

This invention also eliminates the problem of putting the 45
scissors down 1n order to pick up a tape dispenser, and vice
versa. Simultaneously, the tape dispenser can be used to dis-
pense tape while holding the scissors and without having to
put the scissors down. This 1s accomplished because while
one hand holds the scissors, the other 1s free hand can pull and 5
cut tape from a tape dispenser incorporated into the scissors.

In operation, the actual taping action can be performed by
using the thumb used to grasp the scissors and the “free”
hand; thereby allowing one hand to cut and the other hand to
tape without monotonously picking up and putting the scis- 55
sors down. This invention allows the user to be more efficient,
save time, and prevent the user from having to constantly
switch between picking up and putting down a pair of scissors
and a tape dispenser.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the scissor tape 60
dispenser may now be used as a “stand alone” object. The
construction of the scissor tape dispenser of this invention can
be stored 1n plain sight and ready for use; similar to an office
type stand-alone tape dispenser because the bottom of the
lower scissor handle preferably has a flat foot incorporated 65
into the scissor tape dispenser to allow the scissor tape dis-
penser to stand upright with the scissor blades parallel to the
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surface 1t 1s resting upon. The scissors and tape may now siton
top of the user’s desk, together, as one useful tool.

In addition, the tape roll preferably 1s reusable. When the
user finishes a roll of tape, the user simply pulls the used roll
out of the dispenser, and 1nstalls a new roll. This eliminates
the throw-away disposable tape dispenser, and saves the con-
sumer money because now the user only needs to buy new
rolls. Thus, less waste 1s produced and, at the same time,
money 1s saved. With reference to the drawings and 1n more
detail, the scissor tape dispenser will now be described.

FIG. 1 illustrates an exploded 1sometric view of a combi-
nation scissor tape dispenser 10 1n accordance with an exem-
plary embodiment. The scissor tape dispenser 10 includes a
pair of blades 11 defined as a first elongated cutting member
12 and a second elongated cutting member 14. As illustrated
in FIGS. 1-4, the scissor blades 11 may be standard scissor
blades. Preferably, the angle of blades 11 1s unchanged from
the blade 11 to handle.

The scissor handle 16 of the invention has been re-config-
ured to accommodate a tape dispenser portion 30 as will be
described 1n more detail below. In particular, the scissor
handle 16 includes two handle portions 18 and 20. The first
handle portion 18 1s rigidly connected to the first elongated
cutting member 12. The second handle portion 20 1s rigidly
connected to the second elongated cutting member 14. The
first handle portion 18 includes a first looped portion 22.
Similarly, the second handle portion 20 includes a second
looped portion 24.

The scissor handle 16 may be made from a variety of
different materials, including but not limited to, a polymer, a
metal, a rubber, and/or any other type of material suitable to
be used as a scissor handle. Another aspect of this invention 1s
to modularly construct the scissors so that cutting blades of
the scissor tape dispenser can be interchangeable and
swapped out for various other types of implements, such as
gauze cutting shears, electrical wire cutting and stripping
shears, metal cutting shears, and the like.

FIGS. 1-4 depict 1n various angles, an integrated tape dis-
penser 30. The tape dispenser 30 includes a tape dispenser
housing 31 integrated into the second handle portion 20 of the
scissor tape dispenser 10. The first handle portion 18 1s shown
ergonomically modified 1n construction to rest on top of the
tape dispenser housing 31 on the second handle portion 20
when the blades 11 are closed. The through-hole of the first
looped portion 22 1n the first handle portion 18 1s also shown
ergonomically configured to suit the hand of a user. That 1s,
for comiort, the first looped portion 22 (or thumb hole posi-
tion) 1s substantially similarly located 1n position to a tradi-
tional pair of scissors.

As shown 1n FIGS. 3-4, a bottom surface 18a of the first
handle portion 18 is contoured to extend over the outer mating
top portion 20a surface of the tape dispensing housing 31. A
stop tab 36 1s suitably disposed on the bottom surface 18a to
abut adjacent to a top portion 20a of the tape dispenser hous-
ing 31. The stop tab 36 may be designed slightly advanced
forward toward the scissor blades 11. The stop tab 36 may
take a variety of different configurations depending on the
construction of the scissor tape dispenser 10.

By way of example, FIG. 12, shows the stop tab 36a being
configured as a curved portion 1n the tape dispenser housing
31. According to this figure, an outermost curved portion 1s
defined by the stop lobed-tab 364 that rests against the second
handle portion 20 when the scissor tape dispenser 300 1s 1n a
closed position as shown in FIGS. 9-10.

According to this mnvention, the tape dispenser 30 may be
integrated on the handle 16 at various locations. As depicted
in FIGS. 1-4, the tape dispenser housing 31 1s disposed on the
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second handle portion 20 between the second looped portion
24 and second elongated cutting member 14. A through-hole
26 15 disposed central to the tape dispenser housing 31 and
may be configured to recerve at least one of the user’s fingers,
such as an index finger. In operation, the user may simulta-
neously grip the second looped portion 24 and the through-
hole 26 with one hand to maintain better control of the scissor
tape dispenser 10.

In more detail, the tape dispenser 30 includes a wide flat
tape dispenser housing 31 having a central reel 34 defining a
central through-hole 26, a cutting implement 40, a tape 32
wrapped around a roll 33 and aremovable cover 28. As shown
in FIGS. 1 and 3, the cover 28 may be removed to replace the
tape 32 recessed within the tape dispenser housing 31 when
the tape 32 requires replacement. In assembly, the roll 33 of
the tape 32 1s centrally disposed around the reel 34 and the
cover 28 1s secured to the tape dispenser housing 31 with a
fastener 29. As shown 1n FIGS. 2-3, 1n operation the tape 32
1s fed through an opening 1n the tape dispenser housing 31
toward the cutting implement 40 where a swath can be cut
from the tape 32.

The removable cover 28 of the tape dispenser 30 15 con-
structed to enable the reel of tape 32 (and/or other dispensing
materials) to be quickly and easily replaced within the tape
dispenser housing 31. The removable cover 28 may include a
plurality of aligning ridges, seams and/or the like (not shown)
which align and secure the removable cover 28 1n an operable
position over the reel of tape 32 and around the reel 34. In
position, a fastener 29 1s disposed through an alignment hole
29a and secured to the flat tape dispenser housing 31.
Although shown as a threaded fastener, the fastener 29 may be
any type of suitable fastening mechanism, such as a clip, a
latch, a button and the like.

The material being dispensed from the reel of tape 32 may
be selected from a variety of adhesives and/or materials. For
example, the tape 32 used with the scissor tape dispenser 10
may range 1n material from an adhesive tape, to a non-adhe-
stve tape, such as gauze, ribbon, a polymer, rubber, twine, a
measuring tape, string and/or any other type of material
capable of being wound around the reel 34.

According to another aspect of this invention, the material
dispensed from the reel of tape 32 may be wrapped onto the
roll 33 1n a variety of different ways. For example, as shown
in FIGS. 2 and 4, the tape 32 may be pre cut into predeter-
mined usable swath lengths 32a(as shown 1n perforated hid-
den lines) and consolidated onto the roll 33 at the time of
manufacture. According to this exemplary embodiment, the
pre cut material being dispensed does not have to be cut mnto
lengths by the cutting implement 40.

FI1G. 5 illustrates another aspect of this invention 1n which
multiple tape rolls 326 of a material may be dispensed from
the tape dispenser housing 31. That 1s, the tape dispenser by
the scissor tape dispenser 10 may accept multiple rolls of
material about the reel 34. As shown, the scissor tape dis-
penser 10 includes a multiple tape rolls 326 wrapped around
the tape dispensing reel 34. Each of the individual tape por-
tions of the multiple tape rolls 326 may be dispensed simul-
taneously or individually as desired.

Referring back to FIGS. 1-4, the lower portion of the sec-
ond handle portion 20 that rests on for example, a desk sur-
face, may be constructed with a wide flat lower scissor handle
base 205. The advantage of this construction 1s that the scissor
tape dispenser 10 may sit at rest on a surface 1n an upward
position 1 which the flat sides of the blades 11 stand verti-
cally upright perpendicular to the surface on which the scissor
tape dispenser 10 1s placed. The benefit of this construction 1s
that the scissor tape dispenser 10 1s positioned upright and in
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a ready to cut position. The bottom of the lower scissor handle
preferably has a flat footprint incorporated into the scissor
tape dispenser 10. As such, the scissor tape dispenser 10 may
sit ready for use on top of the user’s desk, as a single useful
unitary tool.

As shown 1 FIGS. 1-5, the cutting implement 40 1s pro-
vided at the peripheral end of the handle portion (second
handle portion 20) including the tape dispenser housing 31 to
cut a swath of tape from the reel of tape 32 (or tapes 32a). The
cutting implement 40 1ncludes a plurality of sharp serrated
edges used for cutting a swath of tape 32 from the tape
dispenser 30. It 1s to be understood that various types of
cutting implements may be employed in accordance with this
invention which are now know or later discovered.

Furthermore, 1t 1s an object of this invention to provide a
satety guard (not shown) to cover the cutting implement 40.
For example, the cutting implement 40 may be designed
similar to a conventional packing tape dispenser gun which
may include an “automatic tape cutter.”” In use, the cutting
implement 1s concealed until a pressure 1s applied to cutting
implement 40 which 1n response a cutting implement auto-
matically cuts the tape 32.

The scissor tape dispenser 10 1s adapted to work 1n con-
junction with a variety of different types of scissor style
implements, such as for example, cutting shears used in the
medical field, cutting shears by sports medicine profession-
als, electrical wire strippers 1n which an electrical tape may be
integrated, metal cutting shears, and the like. In more detail,
the blades of the electrical wire cutting and stripping shears
may include a section for stripping various gauge wires and a
section for cutting the wire as conventionally implemented 1n
typical electrical wire cutting and stripping shears. Likewise,
the blades of the electrical wire cutting and stripping shears
may be interchanged into the scissor tape dispenser of this
invention. In the alternative, the handle and the electrical wire
cutting and stripping blades may be constructed as a unitary
structure including a dispenser for electrical tape, or the like.

FIGS. 6-8 illustrate 1sometric views of a medical scissor
tape dispenser 200 depicting an alternative set of blades (in-
cluding a blunt nose on the first elongated cutting member 12)
used for example 1n medical and sports medicine applica-
tions. FIG. 6 1llustrates the versatility of this invention being
applicable to a variety of cutting implements. It 1s to be
understood that the medical scissor tape dispenser 200 shown
in FIGS. 6-8 include the features and functionality of the
scissor tape dispenser 10 discussed above with respect to
FIGS. 1-5. The medical scissor tape dispenser 200 illustrates
a modified set of blades 114a. Likewise, an alternative material
tape 32a(such as an athletic tape, gauze, or the like) 1s
wrapped around the roll 33 that 1s to be dispensed 1n accord-
ing to this embodiment.

In FIGS. 1-8, the reel of tape 32, 324 1s shown housed 1in a
tape dispenser housing 31 located on the lower handle portion
20 between the second elongated cutting member 14 and the
second looped portion 24. However, 1t 1s also to be understood
that the placement of the tape dispenser 30 integrated onto the
scissor tape dispenser 1s versatile and may be located at any
position. For example, the tape dispenser 30 may be inte-
grated into the handle, or onto the blades 11, 11a of the scissor
tape dispenser.

FIGS. 9-12 illustrate the tape dispenser housing 31 of the
tape dispenser 30 being constructed as part of the upper
handle portion 18 of the modified handle 160. According to
this exemplary embodiment, the tape dispenser housing 31 1s
constructed around the first 22 looped portion on the upper
handle portion 18. It 1s further understood that the scissor tape
dispenser 300 shown in FIGS. 9-12 includes the features and
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functionality of the scissor tape dispensers 10, 200 discussed
above withrespect to FIGS. 1-8. FIGS. 11 and 12 illustrate the
removal of the cover 28 and reel of tape 32 of the scissor tape
dispenser 300.

FIGS. 13-16 depict a cradle 50 (or storage receptacle)
capable of being used 1n accordance with this invention. As
shown 1n FIGS. 13-16, the blades 11 of the scissor tape
dispenser 10 are received 1n a front-entry slot 52. The front-
entry slot 52 1s configured to receive the blade of the scissor
tape dispenser 10.

FIGS. 15 and 16 depict the blades 11 of the scissor tape
dispenser 10 being slid into the side-open slot 53 from an
open side of the cradle 50. However, the side-open slot 53
may be constructed as a front-entry slot 52 as shown 1n FIGS.
13-14 1nto which the cradle 50 directly recerves the blades 11
inserted into the front-entry slot 52 in the forward side 54 of
the cradle 50. As shown 1n the storage position in F1GS. 13-14
and 16, the cradle 50 may be designed to allow the tape 32 to
be dispensed while the scissor tape dispenser 10 remains
firmly secured to the cradle 50.

The cradle 50 may be constructed 1n varniety of different
ways and may be adapted for a plurality of uses. FIGS. 13-16
illustrate the cradle 50 including a tray 56 for receiving vari-
ous 1tems, such as a plurality of paperclips, and the like. Other
uses the cradle can provide may include, for example, holding,
a spare tape 32, holding a pen and note pad, and/or any other
suitable material and/or function aligned with using scissors,
a tape dispenser and/or other office equipment.

It will be recognized by those skilled in the art that changes
or modifications may be made to the above described embodi-
ment without departing from the broad imventive concepts of
the invention. It 1s understood therefore that the invention 1s
not limited to the particular embodiment which 1s described,
but 1s intended to cover all modifications and changes within
the scope and spirit of the imnvention.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A scissors comprising:

a first member 1including a first elongated cutting member
integrated with a first looped handle portion;

a second member pivotally connected to the first member,
the second member including a second elongated cutting
member 1ntegrated with a tape dispenser;

wherein the tape dispenser further comprises a second
looped handle portion adapted to receive at least one
finger, a dispenser reel, a cutting implement integrated
as part of the second looped handle portion, and tape;

and wherein the tape 1s received by the reel and when
dispensed, the tape travels from the reel across the sec-
ond looped handle portion where the tape 1s forced
against the cutting implement to cut the tape.

2. The scissors recited 1n claim 1, wherein the reel has a
through-hole portion adapted to receive at least one finger.

3. The scissors recited 1n claim 1, wherein the tape dis-
penser 1s selected from at least one of: an adhesive tape
dispenser; an athletic tape dispenser; a surgical tape dis-
penser; an electrical tape and a ribbon dispenser.
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4. The scissors recited in claim 1, wherein the dispenser has
a wide base allowing sides of the first and second elongated
cutting member to rest upright.

5. The scissors recited 1n claim 1, wherein the dispenser
includes a removable cover for replacing the tape being dis-
pensed.

6. The scissors recited 1n claim 1, wherein the tape 1s a
multiple tape roll that dispenses more than one material.

7. The tool assembly comprising;

a pair of scissors further comprising:

a first member including a first elongated cutting member

integrated with a first looped handle portion;

a second member pivotally connected to the first member,
the second member including a second elongated cutting
member 1ntegrated with a tape dispenser;

wherein the tape dispenser further comprises a second
looped handle portion adapted to receive at least one
finger, a dispenser reel, a cutting implement 1ntegrated
as part of the second looped handle portion, and tape;

and wherein the tape 1s received by the reel and when
dispensed, the tape travels from the reel across the sec-
ond looped handle portion where the tape 1s forced
against the cutting implement to cut the tape.

8. The tool assembly recited in claim 7, wherein the reel has

a central curved loop through-hole portion adapted to recerve
the at least one finger.

9. The tool assembly recited 1n claim 7, wherein the dis-
penser has a wide base allowing sides of the first and second
clongated cutting member to rest upright.

10. The tool assembly recited in claim 7, wherein the
dispenser includes a removable cover for replacing the tape
being dispensed.

11. The tool assembly recited in claim 7, wherein the tape
1s a multiple tape roll that dispenses more than one matenal.

12. The tool assembly recited 1n claim 7, further includes a
cradle into which the first and second elongated cutting mem-
bers are stored with a flat side of the first and second elongated
cutting members positioned upright.

13. A scissors comprising:

a first member including a first elongated cutting member

integrated with a first looped handle portion;

a second member pivotally connected to the first member,
the second member including a second elongated cutting
member 1ntegrated with a tape dispenser;

wherein the tape dispenser further comprises tape, a dis-
penser reel, a cutting implement, and a second looped
handle portion extending between the reel and the cut-
ting implement wherein the second looped handle por-
tion 1s adapted to receive at least one finger;

and wherein the tape 1s received by the reel and when
dispensed, the tape travels from the reel across the sec-
ond looped handle portion where the tape 1s forced
against the cutting implement to cut the tape.

14. The scissors recited in claim 13, wherein the dispenser

has a wide base allowing sides of the first and second elon-
gated cutting member to rest upright.
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