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(57) ABSTRACT

An associative memory 4 for primary searching operation of
an associative memory 23 supplies a valid state to a primary
match line 13 corresponding to storage data coincident with
search data 10 taking mask information into account, and
supplies a value obtained from a result of a logical sum
operation (an OR operation), with a valid state for the storage
data as true, of all said coincident storage data to a counting
means 25 as intermediate data 15. The counting means 25
supplies a result of an operation to the intermediate data 15 for
counting the number of bits in an ivalid state for the storage
data to an associative memory 3 for secondary searching
operations as secondary search data 19. Among secondary
storage data obtained by carrying out said operation to said
storage data, the associative memory 3 for secondary search-
ing operation supplies a result of carrying out the searching
operation of the secondary search data 19 to a secondary
match line 21. The mnvalidation means 22 changes a second-
ary match line 21 corresponding to a primary match line 13 1n
an 1nvalid state into an mvalid state to supply to an external
source as a match line 11.
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ASSOCIATIVE MEMORY HAVING A MASK
FUNCTION FOR USE IN A NETWORK
DEVICE

This application 1s a divisional of U.S. application Ser. No.
10/497,570 filed Jun. 3, 2004 now U.S. Pat. No. 7,287,120
which 1s the national stage under 35 USC 371 of PCT/JPO1/

10792 filed Dec. 10, 2001.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a network system having a
network device using an associative memory and, 1n particu-
lar, to an associative memory having a mask function.

2. Description of the Prior Art

The function that compares the length of the significant
part between network addresses to thereby calculate an opti-
mal destination taking 1t into account 1s indispensable to a
conventional network device (for example a router) 1n a com-
puter network system, and an associative memory 1s used 1n
order to achieve this function.

Referring to FIG. 11, a conventional computer network
will be described. A user or subscriber of the network has a
user’s terminal, such as a computer terminal, for connection
to the network. A user’s terminal 1s assigned with a specific
network address 1n accordance with a predetermined rule
when 1t 1s connected to the network 1n order to be distin-
guished from other user’s terminals. Herein, the network
address 1s represented by a numeral of a plurality of digits of,
for example, first through third digits (a.b.c). The predeter-
mined rule defines a hierarchical structure of the network
address, for example, the first digit of the numeral represents
a nation, such as England, Germany, and Japan, and the
second digit of the numeral represents a company name in the
nation. In the following description, these hierarchical 1items
will be called segments. Referring to FIG. 11, each segment 1s
depicted by a hierarchical structure. In the view, one rectangle
surrounded by a thick line represents one segment. Specifi-
cally, the network includes a first segment (SEGMENT1),
second segment (SEGMENT2), and a third segment (SEG-
MENT3) at a highest hierarchical level in FIG. 11. The first
segment (SEGMENT1), the second segment (SEGMENT?2),
and the third segment (SEGMENT3) include a fourth seg-
ment (SEGMENT4) and a fifth segment (SEGMENTS), a
sixth segment (SEGMENT®), and a seventh segment (SEG-
MENT7), respectively. A user’s terminal 401-1 exists in the
fourth segment. The first segment has a network address
(1.%.*) 1n which a first digit alone 1s specified as “1”. The
fourth segment subordinate to the first sesgment has a network
address (1.2.%)1n which first and second digits “1” and “2” are
specified. The fifth segment subordinate to the first segment
has a network address (1.3.*) 1n which first through second
digits “1” and *“3” are specified. Thus, the user’s terminal
401-1 in the fourth segment has a specific or unique network
address (1.2.6). The second segment has a network address
(2.%.*)1m which a first digit alone 1s specified as “2”. The sixth
segment subordinate to the second segment has a network
address (2.6.%) 1n which first and second digits “2” and “6” are
specified. User’s terminals 401-2 and 401-3 exist 1n the sixth
segment. The sixth segment subordinate to the second seg-
ment has a network address (2.6.*) in which first and second
digits “2” and “6” are specified. Thus, the user’s terminals
401-2 and 401-3 1n the sixth segment have specific or unique
network addresses (2.6.4) and (2.6.3), respectively. Further,
the third segment has a network address (3.*.*) in which a
first digit alone 1s specified as “3”. The seventh segment
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subordinate to the third segment has a network address (3.2.%)
in which first and second digits “3” and “2” are specified. A
symbol “*” contained 1n these addresses represents “don’t
care’.

Each digit of each network address 1s represented by a
binary number of three bits. Thus, each network address 1s
represented by a bit sequence of nine bits in total. For
example, a network address (1.2.%) 1s represented by a binary
bit sequence (001.010.000). Hereinafter, a bit sequence rep-
resented as above-mentioned representation 1s called a stor-
age data. Since the symbol “*” represents “don’t care” for a
third digit, 1t 1s necessary to indicate that the first through the
s1xth bits (001.010) 1n the bit sequence (001.010.000) alone,
are valid and the remaining bits (000) are mvalid. For this
purpose, mask information (or mask data) 1s combined with
the storage data Hereinatter, this pair 1s called structured data
In said example, the corresponding mask information 1s grven
by a bit sequence “111.111.000” 1n binary numbers notation.
Herein, “1”” and “0” represent a mask invalid state and a mask
valid state, respectively.

In order to connect or establish communication between a
plurality of user’s terminals in the network, each segment 1s
provided with a network device. As illustrated 1n FI1G. 11, the
first segment 1s provided with the first network device 400-1,
the second segment 1s provided with the second network
device 400-2, the third segment 1s provided with the third
network device 400-3, the forth segment 1s provided with the
forth network device 400-4, the fifth segment 1s provided with
the fifth network device 400-5, the sixth segment 1s provided
with the sixth network device 400-6, and the seventh segment
1s provided with the seventh network device 400-7. As 1llus-
trated 1n FIG. 11, each network device 1s connected to any
network devices or any user’s terminals subordinate to the
corresponding segment. In addition, the network device
400-1 1s also connected to the network device 400-2, the
network device 400-3, and the network device 400-6.

Each network device in the corresponding segment 1s sup-
plied from any user’s terminals or any network devices con-
nected to the network device with transfer data and a desti-
nation network address annexed thereto. With reference to the
destination network address and the relationship of connec-
tion of network devices, the network device calculates an
optimum transfer route and transfers the transfer data via the
optimum transier route thus calculated.

Herein, when the network device 400-1 transters commu-
nication data where the destination network address corre-
sponding to the user’s terminal 401-2 1s (2.6.4) 1n FI1G. 11, as
1s understood from the drawing, it 1s most suitable to transfer
the communication data to the network device 400-6 corre-
sponding to the network address (2.6.*) which shows the
segment 6 rather than transferring the communication to the
network device 400-2 corresponding to the network address
(2.%.%) which shows the segment 2. It will therefore be under-
stood that 1t 1s most suitable to select a network device cor-
responding to a network address with mask information hav-
ing the least number of bits 1n a valid state for the mask
information among network addresses coincident with the
destination network address taking the mask information into
account.

Thus, the user’s terminals are not directly connected by the
use of the communication channels but carry out communi-
cation by controlling the transfer of the transfer data by the
use of the network devices. Thus, communication channels as
limited resources are saved.

Next, referring to FIG. 12, description will be directed to
calculating the transter network address of these conventional
network devices. In the drawing, although the network device
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400-1 1s 1llustrated by way of example, other network devices
have a similar structure. A destination network address
annexed to the transier data supplied to the network device
400-1 1s supplied to a conventional associative memory 100
as search data 101. The conventional associative memory 100
stores network addresses which show segments, to which
network devices 400-2, 400-3, 400-4, 400-5 and 400-6 con-
nected to the network device 400-1 belong, 1n the form of the
above-mentioned structured data. Therefore, 1n the example
in FIG. 12, a primary associative memory word 109-1 stores
the network address (2.%.*) for the segment 2 to which the
network device 400-2 belongs 1n the form of structured data
represented by a pair of the storage data “010.000.000” and
the mask information “111.000.000” as mentioned above.
Similarly, a primary associative memory word 109-2, a pri-
mary associative memory word 109-3, a primary associative
memory word 109-4, and a primary associative memory word
109-5 store the network address (3.%.*) for the segment 3 to
which the network device 400-3 belongs, the network address
(1.2.%) for the segment 4 to which the network device 400-4
belongs, the network address (1.3.*) for the segment 5 to
which the network device 400-5 belongs and the network
address (2.6.%) for the segment 6 to which the network device
400-6 belongs 1n the form of above-mentioned structured
data, respectively.

The associative memory 100 has searching (or retrieving)
function or mask searching function in addition to write/read
functions of writing and reading storage data (namely, the
address data) at a designated memory address in the matter
similar to an ordinary memory circuit. Specifically, the asso-
ciative memory 100 has the mask searching function to put
the only match line 102 corresponding to the storage data with
the least number of bits into a mask valid state, in the match
lines 102 corresponding to one of the storage data coincident
with the search data 101 taking the mask information into
account, 1nto a valid state. Formerly, an associative memory
which has been disclosed 1n, for example Japanese Patent
Application No. 3191737 or the like 1s known as this kind of
associative memory 100.

An encoder 402 encodes the mask match lines 102-1
through 102-35 that the associative memory 100 supplies into
a memory address signal 403. The memory 404 stores net-
work addresses of the network devices corresponding to the
segment network addresses each of which 1s stored in each of
primary associative memory words 109-1 through 109-5 of
the associative memory 100. In the memory 404, each net-
work address of the network device 1s stored i a word cor-
responding to the associative memory words 109-1 through
109-5 of the associative memory 100 where a corresponding
network address 1s stored. For example, the network address
(2.%.%) 15 stored 1n the primary associative memory word
109-1 of the associative memory 100 while the network
address of the network device 400-2 (FIG. 11) corresponding
thereto 1s stored in the first word of the memory 404. Simi-
larly, the network address of the network device 400-3, the
network address of the network device 400-4, the network
address of the network device 400-5, and the network address
of the network device 400-6 are stored 1n the second word, the
third word, the fourth word, and fifth word of the memory
404, respectively. Supplied with the memory address signal
403 as a read address, the memory 404 produces a memory
data signal 405 stored 1n the word designated by the memory
address signal 403. The memory data signal 405 1s used as a
new transier network address of the transier data.

Although not illustrated 1n the figure, each of network
devices 400-1 through 400-7 has a CPU for controlling the

above-mentioned operation of the network device.
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Next, description will be made about an operation of the
transier network address calculation by the conventional net-
work device 1n the network system. It 1s assumed here that the
destination network address supplied to the network device
400-1 has a destination network address (2.6.5) correspond-
ing to the user’s terminal 401-3. As a result of search by the
associative memory 100, (2.*.*) 1n the primary associative
memory word 109-1 and (2.6.*) 1n the primary associative
memory word 109-3 are coincident. Among those coincident
network addresses, the network address (2.6.%) in the primary
associative memory word 109-3 has the least number of bits
in a mask valid state so that only the match line 102-5 corre-
sponding to the primary associative memory word 109-5 1s
put into a valid state. Therefore, the encoder 402 produces <5
as the memory address signal 403. In response to the memory
address signal 403, the memory 404 produces as the memory
data signal 405 the network address (2.6.%) for the network
device 400-6 stored in the fifth word. Consequently, the net-
work device 400-1 transfers the mput communication data
including the destination network address (2.6.5) to the net-
work device 400-6. The network device 400-6 1s responsive to
the transier data and performs the operation similar to that
mentioned above. Thus, the transier data are successively
transierred from a network device to a network device until

the user’s terminal 401-3 at the destination network address
(2.6.5) 1s reached.

(Description of the Conventional Associative Memory)

Herein, referring to FIG. 13, a typical conventional asso-
ciative memory will be described. The associative memory
100 of a first through m-th words n-bit configuration (m and
n are mteger variables) comprises an associative memory 103
for primary searching operation of a first through m-th words
n-bit configuration, and an associative memory 104 for sec-
ondary searching operation of a first through m-th words n-bit
configuration, and has primary bit lines 105-1 through 105-7
supplied with the n-bit search data 101, and match lines 102-1
through 102-», m 1n number for delivering the final result of
the searching operation.

The associative memory 103 for primary searching opera-
tion of a first through m-th words n-bit configuration 1s sup-
plied with the primary bit lines 105-1 through 105-7, and
produces primary match lines 116-1 through 116- and inter-
mediate data lines 106-1 through 106-2. The associative
memory 103 for primary searching operation comprises pri-
mary associative memory words 109-1 through 109-m which
can store the structured data comprising the storage data and
the mask imnformation (or mask data), each being n-bit. The
primary associative memory words 109-7 ( 1s an integer vari-
able between 1 and m, both inclusive) comprise data cells
110-7-1 through 110-j-» for storing the n-bit storage data and
mask cells 111-j-1 through 111-j-» for storing the corre-
sponding n-bit mask information. Herein, when a digit of the
structured data 1s represented by the symbol “*” as “don’t
care”, the corresponding bit of the storage data 1s stored in the
corresponding data cell 110 with an mmvalid state for the
storage data, and the corresponding bit of the mask informa-
tion 1s stored 1n the corresponding mask cell 111 with a valid
state for the mask information. The associative memory 103
for primary searching operation carries out a primary search-
ing operation to search storage data coincident with the pri-
mary bit lines 105-1 through 105-# taking the corresponding
mask information into account, and puts a primary match line
116 corresponding to the primary associative memory word
109 which stores the coincident storage data into a valid state,
and puts other primary match lines 116 into an 1nvalid state.
The associative memory 103 for primary searching operation
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also supplies a value obtained from a result of a logical sum
operation (an OR operation), with a valid state for the storage
data as true, of all the coincident storage data to the interme-
diate data lines 106-1 through 106-7. A state of the interme-
diate data lines 106-1 through 106-7 1s supplied to secondary
bit lines 108-1 through 108-7 as n-bit intermediate data 107.

The associative memory 104 for secondary searching
operation of a first through m-th words n-bit configuration 1s
supplied with the secondary bit lines 108-1 through 108-7,
and produces secondary match lines 126-1 through 126-m.
The associative memory 104 for secondary searching opera-
tion comprises secondary associative memory words 112-1
through 112-m which can store n-bit secondary storage data.
A 7-th secondary associative memory word 112-7 has data
cells 113-7-1 through 113-/- for storing the n-bit secondary
storage data. The associative memory 104 for secondary
searching operation carries out a secondary searching opera-
tion to search secondary storage data coincident with the
secondary bit line 108-1 through 108-7, and puts a secondary
match line 126 corresponding to the secondary associative
memory word 112 which stores the coincident secondary
storage data 1nto a valid state, and puts other secondary match
lines 126 1nto an 1mnvalid state. A state of the secondary match
lines 126-1 through 126-m 1s supplied to an external source as
the match lines 102-1 through 102-#. In this conventional
example, the same value as the n-th bit storage data stored 1n
the data cells 110-j-1 through 110-j- of the corresponding,
primary associative memory word 109- 1s stored 1n the data
cells 113-/-1 through 113-/-» as the n-bit secondary storage
data.

Referring to FI1G. 14, the associative memory 103 for pri-
mary searching operation of a first through m-th words n-bit
configuration 1n the first through m-th words n-bit conven-
tional associative memory 100 will be described. The asso-
ciative memory 103 for primary searching operation of a first
through m-th words n-bit configuration comprises the n-bit
primary associative memory words 109-1 through 109-m,
resisters 121-1 through 121-z, and inverted logical gates
122-1 through 122-7. The j-th (where j 1s an 1nteger variable
between 1 and m, both inclusive) primary associative
memory word 109-;j comprises first through n-th associative
memory cells 118-7-1 through 118-j-72. The j-th primary asso-
clative memory word 109~/ 1s connected to a corresponding
data word line 115-j and a corresponding mask word line
117-j as input lines, and to a corresponding primary match
line 116-j and matched data intermediate logical lines 114-1
through 114-» as output lines, and to the first through the n-th
primary bit lines 105-1 through 105-7 as data iput/output
lines.

A associative memory cell 118-j-% of a k-th digit (k 1s an
integer variable between 1 and n, both inclusive) of the j-th
primary associative memory word 109-; 1s connected to the
corresponding data word line 115-j and the corresponding
mask word line 117~/ as input lines, and to the corresponding,
primary match line 116-7 and a corresponding matched data
intermediate logic line 114-£ as output lines, and to a primary
bit line 105-% as data input/output lines.

The associative memory cell 118-7-& comprises a data cell
110-j-k, a comparator 119-j-k, a mask cell 111-j-%, and a
logical gate 120-j-%. The data cell 110-j-%1s for storing “data™
bit information at a corresponding bit of storage data supplied
from an external source through the primary bit line 105-%.
The comparator 119-j-%1s for comparing the “data” bit infor-
mation memorized in the data cell 110-7-k and the “search™ bit
information supplied through the primary bit line 105-% from
the external source. The mask cell 111-j-% 1s for storing
“mask’” bit information of a corresponding bit of mask infor-
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mation supplied from the external source through the primary
bit line 105-%. Herein, when the bit information stored 1n the
mask cell 111-j-k1s 1n a valid state for mask information, an

invalid state for storage data 1s stored in corresponding data
cell 10-j-£.

In this embodiment, a valid state and an 1nvalid state for the
mask information are represented by “0” and “I”’, respectively
and a valid state and an 1nvalid state for the storage data are
represented by “1” and “0”, respectively. Stmilar to the stor-
age data, a valid state and an mnvalid state are represented by
“I” and “0”, respectively, for the intermediate data lines 106-1
through 106-. A valid state and an invalid state are repre-
sented by “I” and “0”, respectively, for the primary match
lines 116-1 through 116-m, the secondary match lines 126-1
through 126-m, and the match lines 102-1 through 102-#.

The data cell 110-j-% stores as the storage data the state on
the corresponding primary bit line 105-4 on which the write
data 1s driven when a corresponding data word line 115-7 1s 1n
a valid state, or supplies the storage data stored therein to the
corresponding primary bit line 105-% on which the write data
1s not driven when a corresponding data word line 115-7 1s 1n
a valid state. When the corresponding data word line 115-/ 1s
in an invalid state, no operation 1s performed for the corre-
sponding primary bit line 105-%. Irrespective of the state of
the corresponding data word line 115-j, the storage data
stored therein 1s supplied to the comparator 119-j-% and the
logical gate 120-j-k 1n the same associative memory cell
118-j-%.

The mask cell 111-j-% stores as the mask information the
state on a corresponding primary bit line 105-4 on which the
write data 1s driven when a corresponding mask word line
117-j 1s 1n a valid state, or supplies the mask information
stored therein to the corresponding primary bit line 105-% on
which the write data 1s not driven when a corresponding mask
word line 117~/ 1s 1n a valid state. When the corresponding
mask word line 117~/ 1s 1n an nvalid state, no operation 1s
performed for the corresponding primary bit line 105-%. Irre-
spective of the state of the corresponding mask word line
117-j, the mask information stored therein 1s supplied to the
comparator 119-j-% 1n the same associative memory cell 118-
J-k.

Prior to the primary searching operation, the primary
match lines 116-1 through 116-m are precharged to a high
level to be put 1nto a valid state 1.

The comparator 119-j-k 1s supplied with the value of the
search data on the corresponding primary bit line 103-£, the
storage data stored in the data cell 110-j-£, and the mask
information stored in mask cell 111-j-%, in the same associa-
tive memory cell 118-j-4. When the mask information 1s 1n a
valid state “0” or when the value on the corresponding pri-
mary bit line 105-% and the storage data 1n the data cell 110-;
are coincident with each other, the corresponding primary
match line 116-; 1s put into an opened state. Otherwise, the
comparator 119-j-% puts the primary match line 116-; into an
invalid state “0”. Thus, the wired AND logic connection with
a valid state “1” for the primary match line 116 as true is
achieved such that, when all the comparators 119-j-1 through
119-j-», n 1n number, 1n the j-th primary associative memory
word 109-; render the primary match line 116-;7 1n an opened
state, the primary match line 116-7 1s put into a valid state *“1”,
and otherwise 1nto an 1mvalid state “0”. In other words, upon
the primary searching operation, only when all of the storage
data stored 1n a primary associative memory word 109-; 1s
completely coincident with the value of the primary bit lines
105-1 through 105-2 except those bits excluded from a com-
parison object by the mask valid state “0”” 1n the correspond-
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ing mask information, the primary match line 116-j 1s put into
a valid state “1”°, and otherwise, into an invalid state “0”.

The logical gate 120-j-% supplies an imnvalid state “0” of the
intermediate data line 106 to the corresponding matched data
intermediate logic line 114-%£ when the primary match line
116-j in the same primary associative memory word 109-;7 1s
in a valid state ““1”” and the storage data stored in the corre-
sponding data cell 110-/-£ 1n the same associative memory
cell 118-j-k 1s 1n a valid state *“1” for the storage data. Other-
wise, the logical gate 120-7-4 puts the matched data interme-
diate logic line 114-% 1nto an opened state. The matched data
intermediate logic line 114-% (where k 1s an integer variable
between 1 and n, both inclusive) 1s put into a valid state “1” for
the intermediate data line 106 through a resister 121-4. The
matched data intermediate logic line 114-%£1s connected to all
of the corresponding logical gates 120-1-% through 120-m-£,
m 1n number, by a wired logic connection. Thus, when all of
the connected logical gate 120-1-% through 120-m-k, m in
number, render the matched data intermediate logic line
114-%1n an opened state, the matched data intermediate logic
line 114-£1s put into a valid state “1” for the intermediate data
line 106, and otherwise into an invalid state “0” for the inter-
mediate data line 106.

Each of the mverted logical gates 122-1 through 122-%
supplies an inverted value of the corresponding matched data
intermediate logic lines 114-1 through 114-z to the corre-
sponding intermediate data lines 106-1 through 106-7.

Therelore, the intermediate data line 106-%1s supplied with
a result of a logical sum operation, with a valid state for the
storage data as true, of all the storage data stored in the
corresponding data cells 110-1-4£through 110-#-£1n all of the
k-th bit associative memory cells 118-1-% through 118-m-k&
which have the primary match lines 116-1 through 116-m: that
are 1n a valid state “1” upon completion of the primary search-
ing operation by the mverted logical gate 122-%, the resister
121-%, the matched data intermediate logic line 114-%, and
corresponding logical gates 120-1-% through 120-m-4, m 1n
number. In this embodiment, the intermediate data line 106-%
1s supplied with a result of a logical sum operation with the
valid state “1” for the storage data as true. As mentioned
above, upon completion of the primary searching operation,
the intermediate data lines 106-1 through 106-7 are supplied
with the same value of the storage data comcident with the
search data 101 that has the least number of bits 1n an 1invalid
state =0,

Referring to FIG. 15, the associative memory 104 for sec-
ondary searching operation of a first through m-th words n-bit
configuration 1n the conventional associative memory 100 of
a first through m-th words n-bit will be described. The asso-
clative memory 104 for secondary searching operation of a
first through m-th words n-bit configuration comprises sec-
ondary associative memory words 112-1 through 112-m. A
1-th secondary associative memory word 112-j (where 7 1s an
integer variable between 1 and m, both inclusive) comprises
associative memory cells 123-7-1 through 123-j-%, n 1n num-
ber. The secondary associative memory word 112-7 1s con-
nected to the corresponding data word line 125-j as input
lines, to the corresponding secondary match line 126-j as
output lines, and to the secondary bit lines 108-1 through
108-7, n 1n number as data mput/output lines.

An associative memory cell 123-j-k (where k 1s an integer
variable between 1 and n, both inclusive) of the k-th bit of the
1-th secondary associative memory word 112-j 1s connected to
the corresponding data word line 125-j as mput lines, to the
corresponding secondary match line 126-j as the output lines,
and to the secondary bit line 108-% as data input/output line.
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The associative memory cell 123-j-4 comprises a data cell
113-j-k and a comparator 124-j-k. The data cell 113-j-k1s for
storing “data” bit information at a corresponding bit of the
secondary storage data supplied from the external source
through the secondary bit line 108-%4. The comparator 124-j-&
1s for comparing the “data’ bit information stored in the data
cell 113-j-k and “‘search” bit information supplied from the
external source through the secondary bit line 108-£.

The data cell 113-j-% stores as the secondary storage data
the state on a corresponding secondary bit line 108-%4 on
which the write data 1s driven when a corresponding data
word line 125-j 1s 1n a valid state, or supplies the storage data
stored therein to the corresponding secondary bit line 108-%
on which the write data 1s not driven when a corresponding
data word line 125~/ 1s 1n a valid state. When the correspond-
ing data word line 125-7 1s 1n an invalid state, no operation 1s
performed for the corresponding secondary bit line 108-£.
Irrespective of the state of the corresponding data word line
125-/, the secondary storage data stored therein 1s supplied to
the comparator 124-j-% 1n the same associative memory cell
123-j-%.

Prior to the secondary searching operation, the secondary
match lines 126-1 through 126-j are precharged to a high level
to be put 1nto a valid state “1”.

The comparator 124-j-k 1s supplied with the value of the
search data on the corresponding secondary bit line 108-4 and
the secondary storage data stored 1n the data cell 113-j-k1n the
same associative memory cell 123-7/-4£. When the value of the
secondary bit line 108-4 and the secondary storage data stored
in the data cell 113-j-k are coincident with each other, the
comparator 124-j-k puts the secondary match line 126-; into
an opened state, and otherwise, into an invalid state “0””. Thus,
the wired AND logic connection with the valid state *“1” for
the secondary match line 126 as true 1s achieved such that,
when all the comparators 124-j-1 through 124-j-7, n in num-
ber, i the j-th secondary associative memory word 112-;
render the secondary match line 126-j in an opened state, the
secondary match line 126-j 1s put 1into a valid state “1”, and
otherwise, into an 1valid state “0”. In other words, upon the
secondary searching operation, only when all of the second-
ary storage data stored in the secondary associative memory
word 112-;j are completely coincident with the values of the
secondary bit lines 108-1 through 108-%, the secondary match
line 126-7 1s put into a valid state “1”°, and otherwise 1nto an
invalid state “0”.

(Operation of the Conventional Associative Memory)

Next, referring to FIG. 16, description will be made about
the operation when the above-mentioned conventional asso-
ciative memory 100 1s used 1n calculating the transfer net-
work address 1n the network device 400-1 in FIG. 11. It 1s
therefore assumed that the associative memory 100 com-
prises a first through fifth words nine-bit configuration in FIG.

16.

The associative memory 100 memorizes the connection
information of the network device 400-1 in FIG. 11 in each of
the primary associative memory words 109-1 through 109-5
as the storage data and the mask information. Herein, when a
digit of a network address 1s represented by the symbol “*” as
“don’t care”, the corresponding bit of the storage data is
stored with an 1invalid state “0” for the storage data, and the
corresponding bit of the mask information 1s stored with a
valid state “0” for the mask information.

Specifically, the primary associative memory word 109-1

stores 1n binary numbers notation the storage data
“010.000.000” and the mask imnformation “111.000.000” to
represent the network address (2.%*.*) for the segment 2 1n the
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form of structured data Similarly, the primary associative
memory word 109-2 stores 1n binary numbers notation the
storage data “011.000.000” and the mask information
“111.000.000” to represent the network address (3.%*.%) for
the segment 3 1n the form of structured data. The primary
associative memory word 109-3 stores 1in binary numbers
notation the storage data “001.010.000” and the mask 1nfor-
mation “111.111.000” to represent the network address
(1.2.%) for the segment 4 1n the form of structured data. The
primary associative memory word 109-4 stores in binary
numbers notation the storage data “001.011.000” and the
mask information “111.111.000” to represent the network
address (1.3.*) for the segment 5 1n the form of structured
data. The primary associative memory word 109-3 stores 1n
binary numbers notation the storage data “010.110.000” and
the mask information “111.111.000” to represent the network
address (2.6.%) for the segment 6 1n the form of structured
data.

Further, the secondary associative memory words 112-1
through 112-35 of the associative memory 104 for secondary
searching operation store the same value as the storage data of
the corresponding primary associative memory words 109-1
through 109-5 as the secondary storage data Therefore, the
secondary associative memory word 112-1 stores 1n binary
numbers notation “010.000.000”; the secondary associative
memory word 112-2, 1n binary numbers notation
“011.000.0007’; the secondary associative memory word 112-
3, 1n binary numbers notation “001.010.000”; the secondary
associative memory word 112-4, 1in binary numbers notation
“001.011.0007"; and the secondary associative memory word
112-5, 1 binary numbers notation “010.110.000”, respec-
tively.

Prior to the primary searching operation, all of the primary
match lines 116-1 through 116-3 are precharged to a high
level to be put into a valid state “1”. Further, prior to the
secondary searching operation, all of the secondary match
lines 126-1 through 126-3 are precharged to a high level to be
put into a valid state <17,

Description will proceed to the searching operation by
supplying as the search data 101 the network address (2.6.5)
in octal numbers notation, of the user’s terminal 401-3 1n FIG.
11.

The value “010.110.101” 1n binary numbers notation of
nine bits of the search data 101 1s supplied to the nine primary
bit lines 105-1 through 105-9, and the associative memory
103 for primary searching operation carries out the primary
searching operation. As a result, (2.*.*) 1 octal numbers
notation stored in the primary associative memory word
109-1 and (2.6.*) 1n octal numbers notation stored in the
primary associative memory word 109-5 are coincident with
the search data on the primary bit lines 105-1 through 105-9.
Accordingly, as a result of the primary searching operation,
two primary match lines 116-1 and 116-5 are put into a valid
state “1”°, and the remaining primary match lines 116-2, 116-
3, and 116-4 are put into an invalid state “0”.

Herein, the intermediate data line 106-1 produces the logi-
cal sum “0”, with *“1” as true, of the storage data “0”’, and “0”
in the primary associative memory words 109-1 and 109-5 at
bit positions corresponding to the intermediate data line 106-
1. The intermediate data line 106-2 produces the logical sum
“17, with “1” as true, of the storage data “1”°, and “1” in the
primary associative memory words 109-1 and 109-5 at bit
positions corresponding to the intermediate data line 106-2.

[ikewise, the intermediate data line 106-3, 1064, 106-5, 106-
6,106-7,106-8, and 106-9 produce the logical sum “0” of *“0”
and “07, logical sum *“1” of “0” and “17, logical sum “1” of
“0” and “17, logical sum “0” of *“0” and *“0”, logical sum “0”

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10
of “0” and 07, logical sum “0” of *0” and “0”, and logical
sum “0” of “0” and “07, respectively, with “1” as true. As a
result, the intermediate data 107 1s supplied with
“010110000”" 1n binary numbers notation.

The value of the intermediate data 107 1s supplied to the
secondary bit lines 108-1 through 108-9, and the associative
memory 104 for secondary searching operation carries out a
secondary searching operation. As a result, only the binary
notation “010110000 stored in the secondary associative
memory word 112-5 1s completely coincident with the state
on the secondary bit lines 108-1 through 108-9. Only the
secondary match line 126-5 1s therefore put into a valid state
“1”, and the remaining secondary match lines 126-1, 126-2,
126-3, and 126-4 are put into an invalid state “0”. Thus, the
associative memory 100 puts only the match line 102-5 into a
valid state “1”.

It will therefore be understood that, in the match line 102
corresponding to one of the storage data coincident with the
search data 101 taking the mask information into account, the
conventional associative memory 100 can put only the match
line 102-5 corresponding to the storage data with the least
number of bits mto a mask valid state for the mask informa-
tion into a valid state. It will further be understood that, even
when one clock time 1s required for the primary searching
operation and the secondary searching operation, respec-
tively, by a clock signal (not shown), since the conventional
associative memory 100 comprises the associative memory
103 for primary searching operation for carrying out the
primary searching operation, and the associative memory 104
for secondary searching operation for carrying out the asso-
ciative memory for secondary searching operation, indepen-
dently, 1t 1s possible to carry out the calculation of the transfer
network address by supplying the search data 101 for every
clock.

In the conventional associative memory 100 of a first
through m-th words n-bit configuration mentioned above,
since the n-bit mtermediate data 107 produced by the asso-
ciative memory 103 for primary searching operation of a first
through m-th words n-bit configuration 1s supplied to the
associative memory 104 for secondary searching operation,
the associative memory 104 for secondary searching opera-
tion 1s required to be a first through m-th words n-bit configu-
ration.

Herein, the data cells 110-1-1 through 110-m#-7 and the
mask cells 111-1-1 through 111-m-z in the associative
memory 103 for primary searching operation, and the data
cells 113-1-1 through 113-m-» of the associative memory 104
for secondary searching operation can be comprised of typi-
cal SRAMs (Static Random Access Memory) comprising six
MOS transistors. In this case, the area of each MOS transistor
that composes the SRAM 1s similar to the circuit area of the
minimum MOS transistor for manufacturing the conventional
associative memory 100, in general.

However, as illustrated 1n FIG. 14, the primary match line
116-; 1s connected to the comparators 119-j-1 through 119-j-#
in the first through n-th associative memory cells 118-j-1
through 118-j-nz by a wired AND logic connection so that the
primary match line 116-7 requires enough length to achieve
this connection. Thus, the parasitic capacitance of the pri-
mary match lines 116-1 through 116-m 1s very large, so that
MOS ftransistors that compose the comparator 119 require
large circuit area 1n order to drive the large parasitic capaci-
tances of each of the primary match lines 116. For example, in
a case ol 0.25 micron meter rule manufacturing process, the
wiring length 1s required about 1 millimeter 1 order to con-
nect to 64 associative memories 118, so that the parasitic
capacitance of each primary match lines 116 1s about 0.3 pF.
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Accordingly, the size of each transistor that drives above-
mentioned capacitance requires about 10 to 30 times as large
as the size of the mimimum MOS transistor for the manufac-
turing process. Likewise, as 1llustrated in FIG. 15, the sec-
ondary match line 126-j 1s connected to the first through n-th
associative memory cells 123-j-1 through 123-j-n by a wired
AND logic connection so that the size of each MOS transistor
that composes the comparator 124 requires about 10 to 30
times as large as the size of the minmimum MOS transistor for
the manufacturing process. Further, as 1llustrated 1n FIG. 14,

the matched data intermediate logic line 114-% 1s also con-
nected to the logical gates 120-1-A£through 120-m-k1n the first
to the m-th primary associative memory words 109-1 through
109-m by a wired AND connection so that the size of each
MOS transistor that composes the logical gates 120 requires
about 10 to 30 times as large as the size of the mimimum MOS
transistor for the manufacturing process.

Herein, 1f 1t 1s assumed that the circuit area of each MOS
transistor that composes the comparator 119, the comparator
124, and the logical gate 120 requires 110 times as large as the
circuit area of the minimum MOS transistor, and 11t 1s further
assumed that the comparator 119 comprises four MOS tran-
sistors, the comparator 120 comprises three MOS transistors,
and the logical gate 120 comprises two MOS transistors, then
the circuit area of the associative memory cell 118 that com-
poses the associative memory 103 for primary searching
operation 1s 72 times as the circuit area of the minimum MOS
transistor, and the circuit area of the associative memory cell
123 that composes the associative memory 104 for secondary
searching operation 1s 36 times as the circuit area of the
minimum MOS transistor.

Therefore, in the conventional associative memory 100 of
a first through m-th words n-bit configuration, both the asso-
ciative memory 103 for primary searching operation and the
associative memory 104 for secondary searching operation
comprise a first through m-th words n-bit configuration asso-
clative memory, so that, irrespective of the bit width of the
search data 101, the total circuit area excluding the associa-
tive memory 103 for primary searching operation requires 0.5
times as the circuit area of the associative memory 103 for
primary searching operation.

In the meanwhile, only the n primary match lines, n in
number having the same bit length as that of the mask infor-
mation among the primary match lines 116-1 through 116-m,
m 1n number maintain a valid state upon completion of the
primary searching operation at the maximum, and the remain-
ing primary match lines, (im—-n) in number discharge the
charge that has been precharged to a valid state before search-
ing operation. Only one secondary match line among the
secondary match lines 126-1 through 126-m, m 1n number,
maintains a valid state upon completion of the secondary
searching operation, and the remaining secondary match
lines, (m-1) 1n number discharge the charge that has been
precharged to a valid state before searching operation There-
fore, 11 the associative memory comprises the first through
32768th 64-bit associative memory words, the parasitic
capacitance corresponding to 65,471 lines at the mimimum 1n
sum of the primary match lines 116 and the secondary match
lines 126 requires being precharged as given by (32,768-64 )+
(32,768-1)=635,4"71 for every searching operation. The num-
bers of the matched data intermediate logic lines 114-1
through 114-», the primary bit lines 105-1 through 105-7, and
the secondary bit lines 108-1 through 108-7 are n 1n number,
respectively, and since the number 1s 192 in total in the above-
mentioned example, the parasitic capacitance can be negli-
gible. In other words, power consumption of the conventional
associative memory 100 mainly comprises the power that 1s
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consumed when the primary match line 116 and the second-
ary match line 126 are precharged for every searching opera-
tion. Herein, 11 the associative memory 1s produced using 0.25
micron meter rule manufacturing process and comprises the
first through 32768th 64-bit associative memory words, the
parasitic capacitance per one line of the primary match line
116 and the secondary match line 126 1s about 0.3 pF as
mentioned above, respectively. Accordingly, 11 1t 1s assumed
that the supplied voltage 1s 2.5 V and the searching period 1s
20 ns, then the power consumption of the whole chip 1s very
large as given by

(0.3 pFx2.5 V)/20 nsx2.5 Vx65,471=6.14 W.

Therefore, the network device where the conventional
associative memory 100 1s used in calculating the transfer
network address has also very large power consumption.

The Japanese Patent Application No. 3191737 also
describes the configuration where while the associative
memory for primary searching operation 1s provided with
n-bit selection means and n-bit memory means, the associa-
tive memories for primary and secondary searching opera-
tions share their components with each other without increas-
ing the number of the transistors of the associative memory
for primary searching operation by controlling the operation
of the comparator 1n each associative memory cell. In this
case, although the problems of a large chip size and high
power consumption are solved, the search data 101 cannot be
supplied for every clock 1n order that the primary searching
operation and the secondary searching operation share the
same component with each other, and the execution speed of
calculating the transfer network address 1s further decreased
than that of the above-mentioned associative memory 100 by
/2 or more.

It 1s therefore an object of the present invention to provide
an associative memory which can perform the operation for
every clock to produce the signal i1dentifying, among the
storage data coincident with the search data, particular stor-
age data corresponding to the mask information with the least
number of bits 1n a valid state, and has large storage capacity
per unit of chip area.

It 1s another object of the present ivention to provide an
associative memory which can perform the operation for
every clock to produce the signal i1dentifying, among the
storage data coincident with the search data, particular stor-
age data corresponding to the mask information with the least
number of bits 1n a valid state, and has small power consump-
tion.

It 1s still another object of the present invention to reduce
the power consumption of the network device, and provide a
network system capable of transierring data at a high speed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to a first aspect of the mvention, there 1s pro-
vided an associative memory comprising;:

a first memory mcorporating m-pieces of words therein,
cach word storing a first storage data with n-bit length and a
mask information data corresponding to each one or more
first storage data, wherein m and n are natural numbers, the
mask information data determining whether or not each bit
string of the first storage data should be excluded as aretrieval
data by setting mask state to be valid or invalid; the first
memory comparing an input primary retrieval data with n-bit
length with the first storage data for word by word, outputting
a primary match signal when the both data are matched, and
outputting logical operation results among the matched first
storage data as an intermediate data;
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a compressive operation means for compressing a bit
length of the intermediate data to be p-bit length, wherein p 1s
a natural number, to output as a secondary retrieval data;

a second memory for storing m-pieces of second storage
data with p-bit length 1n a manner to correspond to each word
of the first storage data, the second storage data being dertved
by compressing the first storage data for word by word; the
second memory comparing the secondary retrieval data with
the second storage data for word by word and outputting a
secondary match signal when the both data are matched; and

an 1nvalidation means for altering the secondary match
signal corresponding to the primary match signal to be 1n a
mismatch state when a mismatch occurs between each pri-
mary match signal output from each word of the first memory.

According to a second aspect of the invention, there 1s
provided an associative memory comprising:

a first memory incorporating m-pieces of words therein,
cach word storing m-pieces of structuring data comprising a
first storage data with n-bit length, wherein m and n are
natural numbers, and a mask information data determining
whether or not each bit string of the first storage data should
be excluded as a retrieval data by setting mask state to be valid
or invalid; the first memory comparing an mmput primary
retrieval data with n-bit length with the first storage data in the
structuring data for word by word, outputting a primary
match signal when the both data are matched, and outputting,
logical operation results among the matched mask 1informa-
tion data as an intermediate data;

a compressive operation means for compressing a bit
length of the intermediate data to be p-bit length, wherein p 1s
a natural number, to output as a secondary retrieval data;

a second memory for storing m-pieces of second storage
data with p-bit length 1n a manner to correspond to each word
ol the first storage data, the second storage data being dertved
by compressing the mask information data for word by word;
the second memory comparing the secondary retrieval data
with the second storage data for word by word and outputting,
a secondary match signal when the both data are matched; and

an 1nvalidation means for altering the secondary match
signal corresponding to the primary match signal to be 1 a
mismatch state when a mismatch occurs between each pri-
mary match signal output from each word of the first memory.

According to a third aspect of the invention, there 1s pro-
vided an associative memory comprising:

a first memory incorporating m-pieces of words therein,
cach word storing m-pieces of structuring data comprising a
first storage data with n-bit length, wherein m and n are
natural numbers, and a mask information data determining,
whether or not each bit string of the first storage data should
be excluded as a retrieval data by setting mask state to be valid
or invalid; the first memory comparing an mmput primary
retrieval data with n-bit length with the first storage data in the
structuring data for word by word, outputting a primary
match signal when the both data are matched, and outputting,
logical operation results among the mask information data
and the primary retrieval data 1n a matching word as an
intermediate data;

a compressive operation means for compressing a bit
length of the intermediate data to be p-bit length, wherein p 1s
a natural number, to output as a secondary retrieval data;

a second memory for storing m-pieces of second storage
data with p-bit length 1n a manner to correspond to each word
ol the first storage data, the second storage data being dertved
by compressing the first storage data for word by word; the
second memory comparing the secondary retrieval data with
the second storage data for word by word and outputting a
secondary match signal when the both data are matched; and
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an invalidation means for altering the secondary match
signal corresponding to the primary match signal to be 1n a
mismatch state when a mismatch occurs between each pri-
mary match signal output from each word of the first memory.

According to a fourth aspect of the invention, there is
provided an associative memory as set forth 1 any one of
claims 1, 2 or 3, wherein the compressive operation means
counts the number of bits i an invalid state 1n the intermedi-
ate data and performs the compressive operation 1n accor-
dance with the counting value.

According to a fifth aspect of the invention, there 1s pro-
vided an associative memory as set forth in claim 4, wherein
the counting value 1s the number of successive bits 1 an
invalid state which are from a first bit position to a second bit
position of the intermediate data.

According to a sixth aspect of the invention, there 1s pro-
vided an associative memory as set forth 1n any one of claims
1,2 or 3, wherein the compressive operation means counts the
number of bits 1n a valid state 1n the imntermediate data and
performs the compressive operation in accordance with the
counting value.

According to a seventh aspect of the mvention, there is
provided an associative memory as set forth in claim 6,
wherein the counting value 1s the number of successive bits in
a valid state which are from a first bit position to a second bit
position of the intermediate data.

According to an eighth aspect of the mvention, there 1s
provided an associative memory as set forth in any one of
claims 1, 2 or 3, wherein the first memory does not store the
mask information data and the corresponding first storage
data when the mask information data reveals a mask valid
state 1n all bits.

According to a ninth aspect of the invention, there is pro-
vided an associative memory as set forth 1n any one of claims
1,2 or 3, wherein the associative memory comprises a means
for synchronizing the output timing of the primary match
signal and the secondary match signal.

According to a tenth aspect of the invention, there is pro-
vided an associative memory as set forth 1n any one of claims
1, 2 or 3, wherein the invalidation means includes a precharge
control means which charges or discharges to be 1n a mis-
match state when the primary match signal 1s 1n a mismatch
state and charges or discharges to be 1n a match state when the
primary match signal 1s 1n a match state.

According to an eleventh aspect of the invention, there 1s
provided a network device comprising a routing information
table incorporating a plural words therein, each word storing
a routing information data and a mask information data cor-
responding to each one or more routing information data, the
mask information data determining whether or not each bit
string of the routing information data should be excluded as a
retrieval data by setting bit state;

the network device comprising;:

a primary retrieval means for comparing a destination net-
work address 1n an input communication data with an output
primary match signal to identily a matching word, wherein
the destination network address 1s input as a primary retrieval
data, outputting a primary match signal identifying a match-
ing word, and outputting logical operation results among the
routing information data 1n a matching word as an interme-
diate data;

a compressive operation means for compressing a bit width
of the intermediate data to generate a secondary retrieval data;

a secondary retrieval means for storing second storage data
in a manner to correspond to each word of the routing infor-
mation data, the second storage data being derived by com-
pressing the routing information data for word by word, the
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secondary retrieval means comparing the secondary retrieval
data with the second storage data for word by word and
outputting a secondary match signal identifying a matching
word;

an invalidation means for generating a final match signal by
altering the secondary match signal corresponding to the
primary match signal to be 1n a mismatch state for word by
word; and

a means for deciding a transfer address to output a com-
munication data corresponding to the mput communication
data in accordance with the final match signal.

According to a twellth aspect of the invention, there 1s
provided a method for deciding a transfer address of a net-
work device comprising a routing information table incorpo-
rating a plural words therein, each word storing a routing
information data and a mask information data corresponding
to each one or more routing information data, the mask infor-
mation data determining whether or not each bit string of the
routing information data should be excluded as a retrieval
data by setting bit state;

the means comprising:

when a destination network address 1s input as a primary
retrieval data, performing a primary retrieval for comparing,
the destination network address with the routing information
data for word by word to generate logical operation results
among the routing information data 1n a matching word as an
intermediate data;

performing a logical operation for compressing a bit width
of the intermediate data to generate a secondary retrieval data;

performing a secondary retrieval for comparing a logical
operation results with the secondary retrieval data, the logical
operation results being derived by compressing the routing
information data in the one or more words matched 1n the
primary retrieval; and

deciding a transfer address of an output communication
data corresponding to the input communication data 1n accor-
dance with the routing information data corresponding to the
word matched 1n the secondary retrieval.

According to a thirteenth aspect of the invention, there 1s
provided a network device comprising a routing information
table incorporating plural words therein, each word storing a
routing mnformation data and a mask information data 1n pairs,
the mask information data determining whether or not each
bit string of the routing information data should be excluded
as a retrieval data by setting bit state;

the network device comprising:

a primary retrieval means for comparing a destination net-
work address 1n an input commumnication data with the routing,
information data for word by word, outputting a primary
match signal identifying a matching word, wherein the des-
tination network address 1s input as a primary retrieval data,
and outputting logical operation results among the mask
information data and the primary retrieval data 1n a matching
word as an intermediate data;

a compressive operation means for compressing a bit width
of the intermediate data to generate a secondary retrieval data;

a secondary retrieval means for storing second storage data
in a manner to correspond to each word of the routing infor-
mation data, the second storage data being derived by com-
pressing the routing information data for word by word, the
secondary retrieval means comparing the secondary retrieval
data with the second storage data for word by word and
outputting a secondary match signal identifying a matching
word;
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an invalidation means for generating a {inal match signal by
altering the secondary match signal corresponding to the
primary match signal to be 1n a mismatch state for word by
word; and

a means for deciding a transier address to output a com-
munication data corresponding to the mput communication
data i accordance with the final match signal.

According to a fourteenth aspect of the invention, there 1s
provided a method for deciding a destination address com-
prising a routing information table incorporating plural words
therein, each word storing a routing information data and a
mask information data in pairs, the mask information data
determining whether or not each bit string of the routing
information data should be excluded as a retrieval data by
setting bit state;

the method comprising;

when a destination network address 1s input as a primary
retrieval data, performing a primary retrieval for comparing,
the destination network address with the routing information
data for word by word to generate logical operation results
among the mask information data and the primary retrieval
data in a matching word as an intermediate data;

performing a logical operation for compressing a bit width
of the intermediate data to generate a secondary retrieval data;

performing a secondary retrieval for comparing a logical
operation results with the secondary retrieval data, the logical
operation results being derived by compressing the routing
information data in the one or more words matched in the
primary retrieval; and

deciding a transier address of an output communication
data corresponding to the mnput communication data 1n accor-
dance with the routing information data corresponding to the
word matched 1n the secondary retrieval.

According to a fifteenth aspect of the mvention, there is
provided a network device comprising a routing information
table incorporating plural words therein, each word storing a
routing information data and a mask information data deter-
mining whether or not each bit string of the routing informa-
tion data should be excluded as a retrieval data by setting bit
state;

the network device comprising;:

a primary retrieval means for comparing a destination net-
work address 1n an input commumnication data with the routing
information data for word by word, outputting a primary
match signal 1dentifying a matching word, wherein the des-
tination network address 1s input as a primary retrieval data,
and outputting logical operation results among the mask
information data in a matching word as an intermediate data;

a compressive operation means for compressing a bit width
of the intermediate data to generate a secondary retrieval data;

a secondary retrieval means for storing second storage data
in a manner to correspond to each word of the routing infor-
mation data, the second storage data being derived by com-
pressing the mask information data for word by word, the
secondary retrieval means comparing the secondary retrieval
data with the second storage data for word by word and
outputting a secondary match signal identifying a matching
word;

an 1nvalidation means for generating a final match signal by
altering the secondary match signal corresponding to the
primary match signal to be 1n a mismatch state for word by
word; and

a means for deciding a transier address to output a com-
munication data corresponding to the mput communication
data in accordance with the final match signal.

According to a sixteenth aspect of the invention, there 1s
provided a method for deciding a destination address com-
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prising a routing information table incorporating plural words
therein, each word storing a routing information data and a
mask information data in pairs, the mask information data
determining whether or not each bit string of the routing
information data should be excluded as a retrieval data by
setting bit state;

the method comprising:

when a destination network address 1s input as a primary
retrieval data, performing a primary retrieval for comparing,
the destination network address with the routing information
data for word by word to generate logical operation results
among the mask information data 1n a matching word as an
intermediate data;

performing a logical operation for compressing a bit width
of the intermediate data to generate a secondary retrieval data;

performing a secondary retrieval for comparing a logical
operation results with the secondary retrieval data, the logical
operation results being derived by compressing the routing
information data in the one or more words matched 1n the
primary retrieval; and

deciding a transfer address of an output communication
data corresponding to the input communication data 1n accor-
dance with the routing information data corresponding to the
word matched 1n the secondary retrieval.

According to a seventeenth aspect of the imnvention, there 1s
provided a network system for communicating data between
communication devices connected to a network through a
network device as set forth 1n any one of claims 11, 13 or 15.

According to an eighteenth aspect of the invention, there 1s
provided a network system for communicating data between
communication devices connected to a network using a
method set forth 1n any one of claims 12, 14 or 16.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FI1G. 1 1s ablock diagram of an associative memory accord-
ing to a first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 1s a view for describing an operation of the associa-
tive memory 1n FIG. 1.

FI1G. 3 1s ablock diagram of an associative memory accord-
ing to a second embodiment of the present invention.

FI1G. 4 1s a view for describing an operation of the associa-
tive memory 1n FIG. 3.

FI1G. 5 1s ablock diagram of an associative memory accord-
ing to a third embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 1s a block diagram of a primary associative memory
in FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 1s a view for describing an operation of the associa-
tive memory 1llustrated 1n FIG. 5.

FI1G. 8 1s ablock diagram of an associative memory accord-
ing to a fourth embodiment of the present invention.

FI1G. 9 1s a block diagram of an associative memory accord-
ing to a fifth embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 10 1s a block diagram of a network device of the
present invention using the associative memory of the present
invention for calculating a transier network address.

FIG. 11 1s a view of a computer network connection.

FI1G. 12 1s an explanatory diagram of calculating the trans-
fer network address of the conventional network device.

FI1G. 13 1s a block diagram of the conventional associative
memory.

FIG. 14 1s a block diagram of a primary associative
memory illustrated in FIG. 13.

FIG. 15 1s a block diagram of a secondary associative
memory illustrated in FIG. 13.
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FIG. 16 1s a view for describing an operation of the asso-
clative memory 1n FIG. 13.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PR.
EMBODIMENTS

First Embodiment

Now, description will be made 1n detail about a first pre-
terred embodiment of the present invention with reference to
the drawing. Referring to FIG. 1, an associative memory 1
according to a first embodiment of the present invention will
be described. The associative memory 1 of a first through
m-th words n-bit configuration (m and n are integer variables)
comprises an associative memory 2 of a first through m-th
words n-bit configuration, an associative memory 3 for sec-
ondary searching operation of a first through m-th words p-bit
configuration (p 1s an integer variable between 1 and m, both
inclusive), and invalidation means 22-1 through 22-m, m 1n

number, and has primary bit lines 12-1 through 12-7 supplied
with n-bit search data 10, and match lines 11-1 through 11-m,
m 1n number for delivering the final result of the searching

operation.

The associative memory 2 of a first through m-th words
n-bit configuration comprises an associative memory 4 for
primary searching operation of a first through m-th words
n-bit configuration, and counting means 17, and 1s supplied
with the primary bit lines 12-1 through 12-7, and delivers

primary match lines 13-1 through 13-m and counting output
lines 18-1 through 18-p.

The associative memory 4 for primary searching operation
comprises primary associative memory words 7-1 through
7-m capable of storing structured data comprising storage
data and mask information, each being n-bit, and 1s supplied
with the primary bit lines 12-1 through 12-7, and delivers the
primary match lines 13-1 through 13-m and intermediate data
lines 14-1 through 14-z. The primary associative memory
word 7-j (3 1s an integer variable between 1 and m, both
inclusive) comprises data cells 5-7-1 through 5-/-» for storing
n-bit storage data, and mask cells 6-j-1 through 6-j-n for
storing the corresponding n-bit mask information. Herein,
when a digit of the structured data 1s represented by the
symbol “*” as “don’t care”, the corresponding bit of the
storage data 1s stored 1n the corresponding data cell 5 with an
invalid state for the storage data, and the corresponding bit of
the mask information 1s stored 1n the corresponding mask cell
6 with a valid state for the mask information. The associative
memory 4 for primary searching operation carries out the
primary searching operation to search one of the storage data
coincident with the primary bit lines 12-1 through 12-» taking
the corresponding mask information 1nto account, and puts
the primary match line 13 corresponding to the primary asso-
clative memory word 7 which stores the coincident storage
data into a valid state, and puts other primary match lines 13
into an invalid state. The associative memory 4 for primary
searching operation also supplies a value obtained from a
result of a logical sum operation, with a valid state for the
storage data as true, of all coincident storage data to the
intermediate data lines 14-1 through 14-» as n-bit intermedi-
ate data15. As1sunderstood from the drawing, the associative
memory 4 for primary searching operation of a first through
m-th words n-bit configuration in the first embodiment can
completely be configured similar to the associative memory
103 for primary searching operation of the conventional asso-
ciative memory 100 of a first through m-th words n-bit con-
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figuration referring to FIG. 13. A state of the n-bit interme-
diate data 15 1s supplied to counting 1input lines 16-1 through
16-7, n 1n number.

The counting means 17 1s supplied with the counting input
lines 16-1 through 16-7, n in number and delivers counting
output lines 18-1 through 18-p, p in number. The counting
means 17 counts the number of bits of an 1nvalid state for the
intermediate data lasting from a bit location of the interme-
diate data 15 corresponding to the lowest hierarchy to the
higher hierarchy of the network address until a first bit of a
valid state for the intermediate data appears, and delivers the
counting result to the counting output lines 18-1 through 18-p
as p-bit secondary search data 19. The p-bit secondary search
data 19 1s supplied to secondary bit lines 20-1 through 20-p,
p 1n number.

In this case, the minimum value of the counting result 1s O
in decimal numbers and the maximum value thereof 1s n 1n
decimal numbers. The lines, p 1n number of the counting
output lines 18-1 through 18-p therefore become an integer
variable to satisty next Equation 1 when the counting result 1s
coded mto binary numbers.

P-1=Log,(n+1)=p Equation 1

If 1t 1s assumed that X 1s a positive real number, and a
tfunction Roundup (X) 1s defined as a function to round up the
digits to the right of the decimal point of the positive real
number X into an integer, then Equation 1 can be described as
follows.

P=Roundup(Log,(#+1)) Equation 2

For example, when the bit width n of the intermediate data
15 1s 9 1n decimal numbers, the bit width p of the secondary
search data 19 becomes 4 1n decimal numbers, and when the
bit width n of the intermediate data 15 1s 128 1n decimal
numbers, the bit width p of the secondary search data 19
becomes 8 1n decimal numbers. A truth table of the counting
means 17 which codes the counting result into binary num-
bers of four bits when the lines, n 1n number of the counting
input lines 16-1 through 16-» 1s 9 1 decimal numbers 1s

shown 1n Table 1.
TABLE 1

9 bit mput 4 bit output
# # * & * # 1 § § § § 1 g
# # # 6 # 1 § § § § § 1 1
# # * G 1 § g § § § 1 § g
* # * 1 § § § § § § 1 § 1
# # 1 g § § g § § § 1 1 g
# 1 § § § § g § § § 1 1 1
1 § § g § § g § § 1 § g §
§ § § § § § g § § 1 () § 1

In Table 1, the symbol *“*” represents “don’t care”.

As readily understood, the counting means can also be
configured similarly other than when the lines, n in number of
the counting input lines 16-1 through 16-7 are 9. When the
lines, n in number of the counting mput lines 16-1 through
16-» are 64 1n decimal numbers, the counting means 17 can be
achieved using combinational circuits of about 8000 gates,
and the signal delay 1s bout 4 ns when the associative memory
1s produced using 0.235 micron meter rule manufacturing pro-
CEesS.

The associative memory 3 for secondary searching opera-
tion of a first through m-th words p-bit configuration 1s sup-
plied with the secondary bit lines 20-1 through 20-p, and
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produces the secondary match lines 21-1 through 21-#. The
associative memory 3 for secondary searching operation
comprises the secondary associative memory words 9-1
through 9-m which can store p-bit secondary storage data.
The j-th secondary associative memory word 9-j comprises
the data cells 8-7-1 through 8-/-p for storing the p-bit second-
ary storage data. The associative memory 3 for secondary
searching operation carries out a secondary searching opera-
tion to search secondary storage data coincident with the
secondary bit lines 20-1 through 20-p, and puts a secondary
match line 21 corresponding to the secondary associative
memory word 9 which stores the coincident secondary stor-
age data into a valid state, and puts other secondary match
lines 21 into an invalid state. As 1s understood from the
drawing, the associative memory 3 for secondary searching
operation of a first through m-th words p-bit configuration 1n
the first embodiment 1s completely similar to the conventional
associative memory 104 for secondary searching operation of
a first through m-th words n-bit configuration described using
FIG. 13, except changing an n-bit per word configuration into
a p-bit per word configuration.

The secondary associative memory words 9-1 through
9-m, m 1n number correspond one-to-one to the primary asso-
clative memory words 7-1 through 7-m, m 1n number.
Although corresponding ways are arbitrary, the j-th second-
ary associative memory word 9-j corresponds to the j-th pri-
mary associative memory word 7-j in this embodiment. The
data cells 8-j-1 through 8-7-p of the j-th secondary associative
memory word 9-; store as the p-bit secondary storage data a
p-bit operation result obtained from a result for the counting
means 17 to carry out the same operation to the n-bit storage
data stored in the corresponding primary associative memory
word 7-j as the counting means 17 carries out to the n-bit
counting 1mput lines 16-1 through 16-7.

The j-th invalidation means 22-j 1s supplied with a second-
ary match line 21-j which the secondary associative memory
word 9-7 produces, and the primary match line 13-f which the
primary associative memory word 7-j corresponding to the
secondary associative memory word 9-7 produces. The imnvali-
dation means 22-j puts the match line 11-7 into an invalid state
for the match line when the primary match line 13-/ 1s an
invalid state for the primary match line, and puts the match
line 11-j into a state of the secondary match line 21-7 when the
primary match line 13- 1s a valid state for the primary match
line. The 1nvalidation means 22-j comprises logical product
operational circuits with a valid state for the primary match
line and a valid state for the secondary match line as true 1n
FIG. 1, as readily understood, 1t can comprise wired logical
circuits or the like.

(Operation of the First Embodiment)

Next, referring to FIG. 2, description will be made about
the operation when the above-mentioned associative memory
1 of the first embodiment according to the present invention 1s
used 1n calculating the transfer network address in the net-
work device 400-1 1n FIG. 11. Accordingly, 1t 1s assumed that
the associative memory 1 comprises a first through fifth
words nine-bit configuration 1n FIG. 2. Since the bit width n
of the search data 10 1s nine bits, the associative memory 4 for
primary searching operation in the associative memory 2
comprises a first through fifth words nine-bit configuration.
Since the bit width n of the search data 10 1s nine bits, the bit
width p of the secondary search data 19 comprises four bits
from Equation 1, and the associative memory 3 for secondary
searching operation comprises a first through fifth words
four-bit configuration. The counting means 17 converts the
state of the nine-bit counting input lines 16-1 through 16-9
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into a value of four bits according to Table 1 to supply to the
counting output lines 18-1 through 18-4.

In the following description of this embodiment, a valid
state and an 1nvalid state for the mask information are repre-
sented by “0” and “17, respectively and a valid state and an
invalid state for storage data are represented by “1” and “0”,
respectively. Similar to the storage data, a valid state and an
invalid state are represented by “1”” and “0”, respectively, for
the intermediate data lines 14-1 through 14-9. A valid state
and an invalid state are represented by “1” and “0”, respec-
tively for the primary match lines 13-1 through 13-5, the
secondary match lines 21-1 through 21-5, and the match lines
11-1 through 11-5.

The associative memory 1 memorizes the connection
information of the network device 400-1 in FIG. 11 in each of
the nine-bit primary associative memory words 7-1 through
7-5 as the storage data and the mask iformation. Herein,
when a digit of a network address 1s represented by the sym-
bol *“*” as “don’t care”, the corresponding bit of the storage
data1s stored with an invalid state “0”” for the storage data, and
the corresponding bit of the mask information 1s stored with
a valid state “0” for the mask information.

Specifically, the primary associative memory word 7-1
stores 1n  binary numbers notation the storage data
“010.000.000” and the mask imnformation “111.000.000 to
represent the network address (2.%*.*) for a segment 2 in the
form of structured data. Similarly, the primary associative
memory word 7-2 stores 1n binary numbers notation the stor-
age data “011.000.000” and the mask information
“111.000.000” to represent the network address (3.%*.*) for a
segment 3 1in the form of structured data. The primary asso-
clative memory word 7-3 stores 1n binary numbers notation
the storage data “001.010.000” and the mask information
“111.111.000” to represent the network address (1.2.%) for a
segment 4 1n the form of structured data. The primary asso-
ciative memory word 7-4 stores 1n binary numbers notation
the storage data “001.011.000” and the mask information
“111.111.000” to represent the network address (1.3.%) for a
segment 3 1n the form of structured data. The primary asso-
clative memory word 7-5 stores in binary numbers notation
the storage data “010.110.000” and the mask information
“111.111.000” to represent the network address (2.6.%) for a
segment 6 1n the form of structured data.

In the meanwhile, each of the four-bit secondary associa-
tive memory words 9-1 through 9-5 stores as the secondary
storage data a value of four bits mnto which the counting
means 17 converts the value of the nine-bit storage data stored
in the corresponding primary associative memory words 7-1
through 7-5 according to Table 1 as the counting means 17
carries out the operation to the nine-bit counting 1nput lines
16-1 through 16-9, respectively. Accordingly, the secondary
associative memory word 9-1 stores, as the secondary storage
data, 7 1n decimal numbers notation, 0111 in binary num-
bers notation obtained from a result of converting the storage
data “010.000.000” stored 1n the primary associative memory
word 7-1 according to Table 1. The secondary associative
memory word 9-2 stores, as the secondary storage data, 6 in
decimal numbers notation, “0110” 1n binary numbers nota-
tion obtained from a result of converting the storage data
“011.000.000” stored 1n the primary associative memory
word 7-2 according to Table 1. The secondary associative
memory word 9-3 stores, as the secondary storage data, 4 in
decimal numbers notation, “0100” 1n binary numbers nota-
tion obtained from a result of converting the storage data
“001.010.000” stored 1n the primary associative memory
word 7-3 according to Table 1. The secondary associative
memory word 9-4 stores, as the secondary storage data, 3 in
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decimal numbers notation, “0011” 1n binary numbers nota-
tion obtained from a result of converting the storage data
“001.011.000” stored 1n the primary associative memory
word 7-4 according to Table 1. The secondary associative
memory word 9-5 stores, as the secondary storage data, 4 in
decimal numbers notation, “0100” 1n binary numbers nota-
tion obtained from a result of converting the storage data
“010.110.000” stored 1n the primary associative memory
word 7-5 according to Table 1.

Prior to the primary searching operation, all of the primary
match lines 13-1 through 13-5 are precharged to a high level
to be put into a valid state “1”°. Prior to the secondary search-
ing operation, all of the secondary match lines 21-1 through
21-5 are also precharged to a high level to be put into a valid
state **17".

Description will proceed to the searching operation by
supplying as the search data 10 the network address (2.6.5), 1n
octal numbers notation, of the user’s terminal 401-3 in FIG.
11.

The value “010.110.101” 1n binary numbers notation o the
nine-bit search data 10 1s supplied to the nine primary bit lines
12-1 through 12-9, and the associative memory 4 for primary
searching operation 1n the associative memory 2 carries out
the primary searching operation. As a result, (2.*.*) 1n octal
numbers notation stored in the primary associative memory
word 7-1 and (2.6.%) 1n octal numbers notation stored in the
primary associative memory word 7-5 are coincident with the
search data on the primary bit lines 12-1 through 12-9.
Accordingly, as a result of the primary searching operation,
two primary match lines 13-1 and 13-5 are put into a valid
state “1”, and the remaining primary match lines 13-2, 13-3,
and 13-4 are put 1nto an mvalid state “0”.

Herein, the intermediate data line 14-1 produces the logical
sum “0”, with “1” as true, of the storage data “0”, and “0”” 1n
the primary associative memory words 7-1 and 7-5 at bit
positions corresponding to the intermediate data line 14-1.
The intermediate data line 14-2 produces the logical sum “17,
with “1” as true, of the storage data“1””, and *“1”” in the primary
associative memory words 7-1 and 7-5 at bit positions corre-
sponding to the intermediate data line 14-2. Likewise, the
intermediate data line 14-3, 14-4, 14-5, 14-6, 14-7, 14-8, and
14-9 produce the logical sum “0” of *“0” and “0”", logical sum
“1” of “0” and “17, logical sum “1” of “0” and “1”, logical
sum “0” of “0” and “0”, logical sum “0” of “0” and “07,
logical sum “0” of “0”” and “0”, and logical sum “0” 01 “0”” and
“07”, respectively, with “1” as true. Therefore, the nine-bit
intermediate data 15 results 1n “010110000” 1n binary num-
bers notation, which 1s supplied to the counting mnput lines
16-1 through 16-9.

The counting means 17 delivers a value 4 1n decimal num-
bers notation, “0100” in binary numbers notation obtained
from a result of converting the state of the nine-bit counting
input lines 16-1 through 16-9 according to Table 1 to the
counting output lines 18-1 through 18-4 as the four-bit sec-
ondary search data 19.

The value of the secondary search data 19 1s supplied to the
secondary bit lines 20-1 through 20-4, and the associative
memory 3 for secondary searching operation carries out the
secondary searching operation. As a result, “0100” 1n binary
numbers notation stored 1n the secondary associative memory
words 9-3 and 9-5 are completely coincident with the state of
the secondary bit lines 20-1 through 20-4. The secondary
match lines 21-3 and 21-5 are therefore put mto a valid state
“1”, and the remaining secondary match lines 21-1, 21-2, and
21-4 are put 1nto an 1nvalid state “0”.

Since the primary match line 13-1 1s put into a valid state
“1” upon completion of the secondary searching operation,
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the invalidation means 22-1 delivers a state “0” of the sec-
ondary match line 21-1 to the match line 11-1. Since the
primary match line 13-2 1s put into an invalid state “07, the
invalidation means 22-2 delivers an invalid state “0” to the
match line 11-2. Since the primary match line 13-3 1s put into
an 1nvalid state “0”, the invalidation means 22-3 delivers an
invalid state “0” to the match line 11-3. Since the primary
match line 13-4 1s put into an invalid state “0”, the invalidation
means 224 delivers an invalid state “0” to the match line 11-4.
Since the primary match line 13-5 1s put into a valid state *“17,
the invalidation means 22-5 delivers a state “1” of the sec-
ondary match line 21-5 to the match line 11-5. Only the match
line 11-5 1s therefore put into a valid state “1” upon comple-
tion of the secondary searching operation, and the remaining,
match lines 11-1, 11-2, 11-3, and 11-4 are put into an invalid
state “0”". It will therefore be understood that, 1n the match
lines 11-1 through 11-5 corresponding to one of the storage
data coincident with the search data 10 taking the mask infor-
mation 1nto account, the associative memory 1 of the first
embodiment according to the present invention puts the only
match line 11-5 corresponding to the storage data with the
least number of bits 1n a mask valid state for the mask infor-
mation 1nto a valid state similar to the above-mentioned con-
ventional associative memory 100.

Since the associative memory 1 of the first embodiment
according to the present mvention comprises the associative
memory 4 for primary searching operation for carrying out
the primary searching operation, and the associative memory
3 for secondary searching operation for carrying out the sec-
ondary searching operation independently as shown in FI1G. 1
similar to the conventional associative memory 100, even
when one clock time 1s required for primary searching opera-
tion and the secondary searching operation, respectively, by a
clock signal (not shown), 1t 1s possible to carry out the calcu-
lation of the transter network address by supplying the search
data 10 for every clock.

Herein, when comparing components of the conventional
associative memory 100 shown in FIG. 13 with those of the
associative memory 1 shown in FIG. 1, although both the
associative memory 103 for primary searching operation and
the associative memory 4 for primary searching operation for
carrying out the primary searching operation and generating
the intermediate data are the same to comprise a first through
m-th words n-bit configuration, except changing the associa-
tive memory 104 for secondary searching operation of a first
through m-th words n-bit configuration to the associative
memory 3 for secondary searching operation of a first through

m-th words p-bit configuration, and adding the n-bit counting,
means 17 and the invalidation means 22-1 through 22-m, m in
number thereto.

I 1t 1s assumed that the circuit area of each MOS transistor
that composes the comparator 119, the comparator 124, and
the logical gate 120 1s 10 times as large as the circuit area of
the mimmum MOS transistor 1n the conventional associative
memory 100 as described above, and 11 1t 1s Turther assumed
that the comparator 119 comprises four MOS transistors, the
comparator 120 comprises three MOS {transistors, and the
logical gate 120 comprises two MOS ftransistors, then the
circuit area of the associative memory cell 118 that composes
the associative memory 103 for primary searching operation
1s 72 times as large as the circuit area of the minimum MOS
transistor, and the circuit area of the associative memory cell
123 that composes the associative memory 104 for secondary
searching operation 1s 36 times as large as the circuit area of
the minmimum MOS transistor.

The configuration per bit of the associative memory 4 for
primary searching operation and the associative memory 3 for
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secondary searching operation 1n the associative memory 1
are similar to those of the associative memory 103 for primary
searching operation and the associative memory 104 for sec-
ondary searching operation in the conventional associative
memory 100, respectively, as described above. Accordingly,
in a case of the first through 32768th 64-bit associative
memory words, the circuit area of the associative memory 4
for primary searching operation 1s 150,994,944 times as large
as the circuit area of the minimum MOS transistor. In the
meanwhile, since the secondary associative memory com-
prises the first through 32768th seven-bit associative memory
words from Equation 1, the circuit area of the associative
memory 3 for secondary searching operation 1s 8,257,536
times as large as the circuit area of the minmimum MOS tran-
sistor. The counting means 17 can be comprised of about
8000 gates of 64-bit intermediate data line as described
above, and 11 1t 1s assumed that one gate 1s comprised of four
minimum circuit area MOS transistors, then the circuit area of
the counting means 17 1s 32,000 times as large as the circuit
area of the minimum MOS transistor. The invalidation means
22 can also be comprised of logical AND gates, and if 1t 1s
assumed that one logical AND gate 1s comprised of six mini-
mum circuit area MOS transistors, then the total circuit area
of the 32,678 mnvalidation means 22 1s 196,068 times as large
as the circuit area of the minimum MOS transistor.

As described above, the circuit area of the invalidation
means 22 and the counting means 17 1s so small when com-
pared with the circuit area of the associative memory 4 for
primary searching operation and the associative memory 3 for
secondary searching operation as to be negligible. Accord-
ingly, if 1t 1s assumed that the circuit area of the conventional
associative memory 100 1s normalized as 1, then the circuit
area in the whole chip of associative memory 1 1s represented
by next Equation 3. Herein, Equation 3 1s represented using
the above-mentioned Roundup (X) function which rounds up
the digits right to the decimal point of the positive real number
X 1nto an integer.

(72xn+36xRoundup(Log,(n+1)))/((724+36)xn) Equation 3

From Equation 3, when the bit width n of the search data 10
1s 64 bits, the circuit area of the associative memory 1 1s about
70.3% as the circuit area of the conventional associative
memory 100, and the area 1s reducible by about 31%. Con-
sequently, having the same chip area as that of the conven-
tional associative memory 100, the associative memory 1 of
the present invention can increase the storage capacity by
about 42.2%. Further, as readily understood from Equation 3,
the larger the bit width n of the search data 10 becomes, the
larger the circuit area reduction effect of the present invention
becomes. For example, when the bit width n of the search data
10 1s 128 bits, the circuit area of the associative memory 1
becomes about 68.8% as large as that of the conventional
associative memory 100.

In the meanwhile, only the primary match lines, n in num-
ber which 1s the same as the bit length of the mask information
among the primary match lines 13-1 through 13-m, m 1n
number maintain a valid state upon completion of the primary
searching operation at the maximum similar to the conven-
tional associative memory 103 for primary searching opera-
tion, and the remaining primary match lines, (m—-n) in number
discharge the charge that has been precharged to a valid state
betore the searching operation. When the associative memory
1 comprises the first through 32768th 64-bit associative
memory words using 0.25 micron meter rule manufacturing
process, the parasitic capacitance of the primary match line
13 per line 1s about 0.3 pF as described above. Consequently,
if 1t 1s assumed that the supplied voltage 1s 2.5 V and the
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period of the searching operation 1s 20 ns, then the minimum
value of the total power consumption required for precharg-
ing 32,768 primary match lines 13 1s 3.07 W as given by

(0.3 pFx2.5 V)+20 nsx2.5 Vx(32768-64) lines=3.07
W.

The power consumption of the associative memory 4 for
primary searching operation in the associative memory 1 of
the first embodiment according to the present mvention 1s
therefore almost the same as the power consumption of the
associative memory 103 for primary searching operation of
the conventional associative memory 100.

In the meanwhile, the power consumption of the associa-
tive memory 104 for secondary searching operation of the
conventional associative memory 100 comprising the first to
32768th 64-bit associative memory words, which 1s required
to precharge the lines, (m-1) i number of the secondary
match lines 21 at the maximum having the same parasitic
capacitance as that of the primary match line 13 as described
above, 15 3.07 W as given by

(0.3 pIFx2.5 V)+20 nsx2.5 Vx(32768-1) lines=3.07
W.

In the associative memory 3 for secondary searching
operation of the associative memory 1 of the present imnven-
tion, minimum one line, maximum lines, m in number among,
the secondary match lines 21-1 through 21-#, maintain a
valid state upon completion of the secondary searching opera-
tion, and maximum lines, (m—1) in number, minmimum zero
line among the secondary match lines 21-1 through 21-m
discharge the charge that has been precharged to a valid state
betore the secondary searching operation. In the meanwhile,
the parasitic capacitance per line of the secondary match line
21 1s proportional to the bit width p of the associative memory
3 for secondary searching operation. Consequently, when the
associative memory 1 comprises the first through 32768th
64-bit associative memory words using 0.25 micron meter
rule manufacturing process, if 1t 1s assumed that the supply
voltage 1s 2.5V and the period of the searching operation 1s 20
ns, then the maximum value of the total power consumption
required for precharging 23,768 lines of the secondary match
lines 21 1s 0.34 W as given by

(0.3 pFx2.5 V)+20 nsx2.5 Vx7/64x(32768-1)
lines=0.34 W.

Herein, since the number of words m of the associative
memory 1 1s very large compared with the bit width n as
described above, an approximation of (m-n)=(m-1) 1is
achieved. Accordingly, if 1t 1s assumed that the power con-
sumption of the conventional associative memory 100 1s nor-
malized as 1, then the power consumption of the whole chip
ol associative memory 1 1s represented by next Equation 4.
Herein, Equation 4 1s represented using the above-mentioned
Roundup (X) function which rounds up the digits right to the
decimal point of the positive real number X into an integer.

(1+Roundup(Log,(n+1))/n)/2

From Equation 4, when the bit width n of the search data 10
1s 64 bits, the power consumption of the associative memory
1 1s about 35.4% as the power consumption of the conven-
tional associative memory 100, and the power consumption 1s
reducible by about 44.5%. Further, as readily understood
from Equation 4, the larger the bit width n of the search data
10 becomes, the larger the power consumption reduction
elfect of the present mnvention becomes. For example, when
the bit width n of the search data 10 1s 128 bits, the power
consumption of the associative memory 1 becomes about
53.1% as that of the conventional associative memory 100.

Equation 4
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Herein, when all bits of the n-bit intermediate data 15 1n
FIG. 1 are not simultaneously put into an invalid state,
namely, when the associative memory 4 for primary search-
ing operation does not store such structured data that all bits
of the mask information are put into a mask valid state, the
minimum value of the counting result 1s then 0 1n decimal
numbers and the maximum value thereof 1s (n—1) 1n decimal
numbers. The lines, p in number of the counting output lines
18-1 through 18-p therefore become an integer variable to
satisly next Equation 5 when the counting result 1s coded 1nto
binary numbers.

p=Roundup(Log-(#)) Equation 5

For example, when the bit width n of the intermediate data
15 1s 128 1n decimal numbers, the bit width p of the secondary
search data 19 becomes 7 1n decimal numbers. Consequently,
the bit width of the associative memory 3 for secondary
searching operation 1s more reducible than that based on
Equation 1, and it 1s possible to further reduce the whole
circuit area and power consumption of the associative
memory 1.

As a matter of course, a method for the counting means 17
to code the counting result into the secondary search data 19
1s arbitrary without being limited to coding it into the binary
numbers. The bit width p of the secondary search data 19 in
that case 1s determined not by Equations 1 and 5 but by the
coding method.

Further, although the associative memory in this embodi-
ment comprises so that one of the mask information may
correspond to one of the storage data, it cannot be overem-
phasized that the associative memory may comprise so that
one of the mask information corresponds to a plurality of
storage data.

Further, since a bit location of the intermediate data 15
corresponding to the lowest hierarchy of the network address
and a bit location of the intermediate data 15 corresponding to
the highest hierarchy are defined as the intermediate data line
14-» and the intermediate data line 14-1, respectively, 1n this
embodiment, although the counting means 17 counts the
number of bits of an invalid state for the intermediate data
lasting from the intermediate data line 14-7 to the higher bit
line, 1t cannot be overemphasized that the lowest hierarchy
and the highest hierarchy of the network address may corre-
spond to an arbitrary bit location of the intermediate data 15,
respectively.

Second Embodiment

Next referring to FIG. 3 and FIG. 4, description will be
made about an associative memory 23 according to a second
embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 3 1s a block dia-
gram showing an associative memory 23 of a first through
m-th words n-bit configuration (m and n are integer variables)
in the second embodiment of the present invention. Compo-
nents of the associative memory 23 of a first through m-th
words n-bit configuration of this embodiment are similar to
those of the associative memory 1 of a first through m-th
words n-bit configuration of the first embodiment, except
changing the associative memory 2 into an associative
memory 24, changing the counting means 17 which 1s the
component of the associative memory 24 into a counting
means 25, and because of 1t, changing symbols of output lines
of the counting means 25 to counting output lines 26-1
through 26-p (p 1s an integer variable between 1 and n, both
inclusive). Specifically, only the counting means 235 among
the components of the associative memory 23 of this embodi-
ment 1s changed from the counting means 17 1n the associa-
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tive memory 1 of the first embodiment. Therefore, description

will be directed only to those components different from
those of the first embodiment.

The counting means 235 of this embodiment 1s supplied
with the n-bit intermediate data 15 of counting mput lines
16-1 through 16-», and produces the p-bit secondary search
data 19 on the counting output lines 26-1 through 26-p, p 1n
number. The counting means 17 according to the first
embodiment counts the number of bits of an 1mnvalid state for
the intermediate data lasting from a bit location of the inter-
mediate data 15 corresponding to the lowest hierarchy to the
higher hierarchy of the network address until a first bit of a
valid state for the intermediate data appears, and the counting,
means 25 of this embodiment simply counts the number of
lines to which an invalid state for intermediate data 1s supplied
among the counting mmput lines 16-1 through 16-7. In this
case, the minimum value of the counting result 1s 0 in decimal
numbers and the maximum value thereof 1s n 1n decimal
numbers. The lines, p in number of the counting output lines
26-1 through 26-p therefore become an integer variable to
satisty above-mentioned Equation 1 when the counting result
1s coded 1nto binary numbers. The p-bit secondary search data
19 1s supplied to the secondary bit lines 20-1 through 20-p, p
in number.

The associative memory 3 for secondary searching opera-
tion of a first through m-th words p-bit configuration com-
prises the p-bit width secondary associative memory words
9-1 through 9-m, m 1n number. The secondary associative
memory words 9-1 through 9-m, m 1n number correspond
one-to-one to the primary associative memory words 7-1
through 7-m, m in number. Although corresponding ways are
arbitrary, the j-th G 1s an integer variable between 1 and m,
both 1nclusive) secondary associative memory word 9-7 cor-
responds to the j-th primary associative memory word 7-7 in
this embodiment. The data cells 8-7-1 through 8-/-p, p 1n
number of the j-th secondary associative memory word 9-7
store as the p-bit secondary storage data a p-bit operation
result obtained from a result for the counting means 23 to
carry out the same operatlon to the n-bit storage data stored 1n
the corresponding primary associative memory word 7-; as
the counting means 25 carries out to the n-bit counting input
lines 16-1 through 16-n. Specifically, the data cells 8-j-1
through 8-j-p, p 1n number of the j-th secondary associative
memory word 9-; store as the secondary storage data a total
number of bits with an 1nvalid state for the storage data among,
the n-bit storage data stored in the corresponding primary
associative memory word 7-/.

(Operation of the Second Embodiment)

Next, referring to FIG. 4, description will be made about
the operation when the above-mentioned associative memory
23 of the second embodiment according to the present mnven-
tion 1s used 1n calculating the transier network address in the
network device 400-1 1n FIG. 11. Accordingly, 1n the matter
similar to the operation of the associative memory 1 in the first
embodiment in FIG. 2, the associative memory 23 comprises
a first through fifth words nine-bit configuration in FIG. 4.
Since the bit width n of the search data 10 1s nine bits, the
associative memory 4 for primary searching operation in the
associative memory 24 comprises a first through fifth words
nine-bit configuration. Since the bit width n of the search data
10 1s nine baits, the bit width p of the secondary search data 19
comprises four bits from Equation 1, and the associative
memory 3 for secondary searching operation comprises a first
through fifth words four-bit configuration.

Incidentally, 1n the matter stmilar to the discussion of the
operation of the associative memory 1 1n the first embodiment
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in FIG. 2, a valid state and an invalid state for the mask
information are represented by “0”” and “1”, respectively and
a valid state and an 1nvalid state for storage data are repre-
sented by “0” and 17, respectively. Similar to the storage
data, a valid state and an invalid state are represented by “1”
and “0”, respectively, for the intermediate data lines 14-1
through 14-9. A valid state and an 1nvalid state are represented

by “1” and *“0”, respectively for the primary match lines 13-1
through 13-5, the secondary match lines 21-1 through 21-5,

and the match lines 11-1 through 11-5.

In the matter similar to the discussion of the operation of
the associative memory 1 in the first embodiment 1n FIG. 2,
the associative memory 23 memorizes the connection infor-
mation of the network device 400-1 1n FIG. 11 1n each of the
nine-bit primary associative memory words 7-1 through 7-5
as the storage data and the mask information. Herein, when a
digit of a network address 1s represented by the symbol “*” as
“don’t care”, the corresponding bit of the storage data is
stored with an 1nvalid state “0” for the storage data, and the
corresponding bit of the mask information 1s stored with a
valid state “0” for the mask information.

In the meanwhile, each of the four-bit secondary associa-
tive memory words 9-1 through 9-5 stores as the secondary
storage data a result obtained from a result for the counting
means 25 to calculate the number of the bits with an mvalid
state “0” for the storage data among the storage data stored 1n
the corresponding primary associative memory words 7-1
through 7-5 as the counting means 23 carries out the operation
to the nine-bit counting imput lines 16-1 through 16-9, respec-
tively. Accordingly, the secondary associative memory word
9-1 stores, as the secondary storage data, 8 1n decimal num-
bers notation, “1000”” 1n binary numbers notation which 1s a
total number of bits of an invalid state “0” for the storage data
in the storage data “010.000.000” stored 1n the primary asso-
ciative memory word 7-1. The secondary associative memory
word 9-2 stores, as the secondary storage data, 7 in decimal
numbers notation, “0111” in binary numbers notation which
1s a total number of bits of an invalid state “0” for the storage
data in the storage data “011.000.000” stored 1n the primary
associative memory word 7-2. The secondary associative
memory word 9-3 stores, as the secondary storage data, 7 in
decimal numbers notation, “0111” 1n binary numbers nota-
tion which 1s a total number of bits of an 1nvalid state “0” for
the storage data 1n the storage data “001.010.000” stored in
the primary associative memory word 7-3. The secondary
associative memory word 9-4 stores, as the secondary storage
data, 6 1n decimal numbers notation, “0110” in binary num-
bers notation which 1s a total number of bits of an invalid state
“0” for the storage data in the storage data “001.011.000”
stored 1n the primary associative memory word 7-4. The
secondary associative memory word 9-3 stores, as the sec-
ondary storage data, 6 in decimal numbers notation, “0110”
in binary numbers notation which 1s a total number of bits of
an mvalid state “0” for the storage data 1n the storage data
“010.110.000” stored in the primary associative memory
word 7-3.

Prior to the primary searching operation, all of the primary
match lines 13-1 through 13-5 are precharged to a high level
to be put into a valid state “1”°. Prior to the secondary search-
ing operation, all of the secondary match lines 21-1 through
21-5 are also precharged to a high level to be put into a valid
state “1”. Description will proceed to the searching operation
by supplying as the search data 10 the network address
(2.6.5), 1n octal numbers notation, of the user’s terminal
401-3 1n FIG. 11. Herein, description will be directed only to
operations different from the associative memory 1 of the first
embodiment 1n FIG. 2.
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The value “010.110.101” 1n binary numbers notation of
nine bits of the search data 10 1s supplied to the nine primary
bit lines 12-1 through 12-9, and the associative memory 4 for
primary searching operation in the associative memory 24
carries out the primary searching operation. As a result of the
primary searching operation, two primary match lines 13-1
and 13-35 are put into a valid state “1”, and the remaining
primary match lines 13-2, 13-3, and 13-4 are put into an
invalid state “0” similar to the operation of the associative
memory 1 of the first embodiment 1 FIG. 2. In the mean-
while, the nine-bit intermediate data 15 on the intermediate
data lines 14-1 through 14-9 results 1n 010110000 1n binary

numbers notation, which 1s supplied to the counting input
lines 16-1 through 16-9.

The counting means 25 counts the number of lines to which
an ivalid state “0” of the intermediate data 1s supplied among
the nine-bit counting input lines 16-1 through 16-9. The
counting means 25 produces 6 1n decimal numbers notation,
“0110” 1n binary numbers notation obtained from above cal-

culation result to the counting output lines 26-1 through 26-4
as the four-bit secondary search data 19.

The value of the secondary search data 19 1s supplied to the
secondary bit lines 20-1 through 20-4, and the associative
memory 3 for secondary searching operation carries out the

secondary searching operation. As a result, “0110” 1n binary
numbers notation stored 1n the secondary associative memory
words 9-4 and 9-5 are completely coincident with the state of
the secondary bit lines 20-1 through 20-4. The secondary
match lines 21-4 and 21-5 are therefore put into a valid state
“1”, and the remaining secondary match lines 21-1, 21-2, and
21-3 are put 1nto an 1nvalid state “0”.

Since the primary match line 13-1 1s put into a valid state
“1” on completion of the secondary searching operation, the
invalidation means 22-1 delivers a state “0” of the secondary
match line 21-1 to the match line 11-1. Since the primary
match line 13-2 1s put into an invalid state “0”, the invalidation
means 22-2 delivers an invalid state “0” to the match line
11-2. Since the primary match line 13-3 is put into an mvalid
state “0”, the invalidation means 22-3 delivers an invalid state
“0” to the match line 11-3. Since the primary match line 13-4
1s put 1mnto an mvalid state “0”, the mnvalidation means 224
delivers an invalid state “0” to the match line 11-4. Since the
primary match line 13-5 1s put into a valid state “1”, the
invalidation means 22-5 delivers a state *“1” of the secondary
match line 21-5 to the match line 11-5. Only the match line
11-5 1s therefore put into a valid state “1”” upon completion of
the secondary searching operation, and the remaining match
lines 11-1, 11-2, 11-3, and 11-4 are put 1nto an invalid state
“07”. It will therefore be understood that, in the match lines
11-1 through 11-5 corresponding to one of the storage data
coincident with the search data 10 taking the mask informa-
tion 1nto account, the associative memory 23 of the second
embodiment according to the present invention puts the only
match line 11-5 corresponding to the storage data with the
least number of bits 1n a mask valid state for the mask infor-
mation into a valid state 1in the matter similar to the above-
mentioned conventional associative memory 100.

The reduction effect of the circuit area and power con-
sumption in the associative memory 23 ofthe second embodi-
ment of the present invention 1s similar to that of the associa-
tive memory 1 of the first embodiment. The counting means
25 of this embodiment simply counts the number of lines to
which an 1invalid state for intermediate data 1s supplied among,
the counting nput lines 16-1 through 16-7, so that when a
normalized physical value, for example charge, current,
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quantity of light, or the like 1s supplied to the counting means
25 from the counting mput lines 16-1 through 16-%, it is
possible to count it with ease.

As readily understood, since the lines, n 1n number of the
counting input lines 16-1 through 16-2 are fixed, the counting
means 23 counts the number of lines to which a valid state for
the intermediate data 1s supplied, among the counting input
lines 16-1 through 16-», and may store as the secondary
storage data a total number of bits with a valid state for the
storage data in the secondary associative memory word 9
among the n-bit storage data stored in the corresponding
primary associative memory word 7.

In the meanwhile, 1in the matter similar to discussion of the
associative memory 1 of the first embodiment, when all bits of
the n-bit intermediate data 15 1n FIG. 3 are not simultaneously
put into an invalid state, namely, when the associative
memory 4 for primary searching operation does not store
such structured data that all bits of the mask information are
put into mask valid state, it 1s obvious that the lines, p 1n
number of the counting output lines 26-1 through 26-p can
also be obtained by the above-mentioned Equation 5, and 1t 1s
possible to further reduce the whole circuit area and power
consumption of the associative memory 23.

As a matter of course, a method for the counting means 25
to code the counting result into the secondary search data 19
1s arbitrary without being limited to coding it into the binary
numbers. The bit width p of the secondary search data 19 in
that case 1s determined not by Equations 1 and 5 but by the
coding method.

Third Embodiment

Next referring to FIG. 5, description will be made about an
associative memory according to a third embodiment of the
present invention. FIG. 5 1s a block diagram of an associative
memory 27 according to a third embodiment of the present
invention. The associative memory 27 of a first through m-th
words n-bit configuration (m and n are an integer variables)
comprises an associative memory 28 for primary searching
operation of a first through m-th words n-bit configuration, an
associative memory 48 for secondary searching operation of
a first through m-th words p-bit configuration (p 1s an integer
variable between 1 and n, both inclusive), and the invalidation
means 22-1 through 22-m, m in number, and has the primary
bit lines 12-1 through 12-7 for supplying the n-bit search data
10, and the match lines 11-1 through 11-#, m 1n number for
delivering a final result of the searching operation. The asso-
ciative memory 28 of a first through m-th words n-bit con-
figuration comprises an associative memory 29 for primary
searching operation of a first through m-th words n-bit con-
figuration, and counting means 32, and 1s supplied with the
primary bit lines 12-1 through 12-», and delivers the primary
match lines 13-1 through 13- and counting output lines 50-1
through 50-p.

The associative memory 1 of the first embodiment shown
in FIG. 1 1s the embodiment comprising the associative
memory 4 for primary searching operation for producing the
intermediate data 15 by a logical sum operation, with a valid
state Tor the storage data as true, of all coincident storage data
as a result of the primary searching operation for searching
one of the storage data coincident with the searching data
taking the mask mnformation into account, and the associative
memory 27 of the third embodiment shown in FIG. 5 1s the
embodiment comprising the associative memory 29 for pri-
mary searching operation for producing the intermediate data
15 by a logical product operation (AND operation), with a
valid state for the mask information as true, of all mask
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information corresponding to the coincident storage data as a
result of the primary searching operation for searching one of
the storage data coincident with the searching data taking the
mask 1nformation 1nto account.

The associative memory 29 for primary searching opera-
tion comprises each of n-bit primary associative memory
words 30-1 through 30-m capable of storing structured data
comprising storage data and mask information and 1s sup-
plied with the primary bit lines 12-1 through 12-7, and del1v-
ers the primary match lines 13-1 through 13-m and interme-
diate data lines 31-1 through 31-%. The primary associative
memory words 30-7 (7 1s an integer variable between 1 and m,
both inclusive) comprise data cells 5-j-1 through 5-j-n for
storing the n-bit storage data and mask cells 6-j-1 through
6-j-n for storing the corresponding n-bit mask information.
Herein, when a bit of the structured data 1s represented by the
symbol “*” as “don’t care”, the corresponding bit of the mask
information 1s stored in the corresponding mask cell 6 with a
valid state for the mask information. The associative memory
29 for primary searching operation carries out a primary
searching operation to search the storage data coincident with
the primary bit lines 12-1 through 12-7 taking the correspond-
ing mask information into account, and puts the primary
match line 13 corresponding to the primary associative
memory word 30 which stores the coincident storage data into
a valid state, and puts other primary match lines 13 into an
invalid state. The associative memory 29 for primary search-
ing operation also supplies a value obtained from a resultof a
logical product operation (AND operation), with a valid state
for the mask information as true, of all mask information
corresponding to coincident storage data to the intermediate
data lines 31-1 through 31-# as the n-bit intermediate data 15.
A state of the n-bit intermediate data 15 1s supplied to count-
ing input lines 16-1 through 16-7, n in number.

The counting means 32 1s supplied with the counting input
lines 16-1 through 16-7, n in number and delivers counting
output lines 50-1 through 50-p, p in number. The counting
means 32 counts the number of bits of an 1mnvalid state for the
intermediate data lasting from a bit location of the interme-
diate data 15 corresponding to the lowest hierarchy to the
higher hierarchy of the network address until a first bit of an
invalid state for the intermediate data appears, and delivers
the counting result to the counting output lines 50-1 through
50-p as p-bit secondary search data 19. The p-bit secondary
search data 19 1s supplied to p-bit secondary bit lines 20-1
through 20-p, p 1n number.

In this case, the minimum value of the counting result 1s O
in decimal numbers and the maximum value thereof 1s n 1n
decimal numbers. The lines, p 1n number of the counting
output lines 50-1 through 50-p therefore become an integer
variable to satisly above-mentioned Equation 1 when the
counting result 1s coded into binary numbers.

The associative memory 48 for secondary searching opera-
tion of a first through m-th words p-bit configuration 1s sup-
plied with the secondary bit lines 20-1 through 20-p, and
produces the secondary match lines 21-1 through 21-#. The
associative memory 48 for secondary searching operation
comprises the secondary associative memory words 49-1
through 49-m which can store the p-bit secondary storage
data. The j-th secondary associative memory word 49-j com-
prises the data cells 8-7-1 through 8-7-p for storing the p-bit
secondary storage data.

The associative memory 48 for secondary searching opera-
tion carries out a secondary searching operation to search
secondary storage data coincident with the secondary bit lines
20-1 through 20-p, and put a secondary match line 21 corre-
sponding to the secondary associative memory word 49
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which stores the coincident secondary storage data into a
valid state, and puts other secondary match lines 21 into an
invalid state. As 1s understood from the drawing, the associa-
tive memory 48 for secondary searching operation of a first
through m-th words p-bit configuration 1n the third embodi-
ment can completely be configured similar to the associative
memory 3 for secondary searching operation of a first through
m-th words p-bit configuration of the first embodiment refer-
ring to FIG. 1.

The secondary associative memory words 49-1 through

49-m, m 1 number correspond one-to-one to the primary
associative memory words 30-1 through 30-, m 1n number.
Although corresponding ways are arbitrary, the j-th second-
ary associative memory word 49-;j corresponds to the j-th
primary associative memory word 30-7 1in this embodiment.
Only a point that the data cells 8-j-1 through 8-7-p of the j-th
secondary associative memory word 49-j store as the p-bit
secondary storage data a p-bit operation result obtained from
a result for the counting means 32 to carry out the same
operation to n-bit storage data stored in the corresponding
primary associative memory word 30-; as the counting means
32 carries out to the n-bit counting input lines 16-1 through
16-17 1s different from the associative memory 3 for secondary
searching operation of the associative memory 1 of the first
embodiment.
The j-th invalidation means 22-j 1s supplied with the sec-
ondary match line 21-; which the secondary associative
memory word 49-7 produces, and the primary match line 13-7
which the primary associative memory word 30-; correspond-
ing to the secondary associative memory word 49-;7 produces.
The invalidation means 22-;7 puts the match line 11-; into an
invalid state for the match line when the primary match line
13-7 1s an 1nvalid state for the primary match line, and puts the
match line 11-j 1into a state of the secondary match line 21-f
when the primary match line 13-/ 1s a valid state for the
primary match line. The invalidation means 22-j comprises
logical product operational circuits with a valid state for the
primary match line and a valid state for the secondary match
line as true 1n FIG. 5, as readily understood, it can comprises
a wired logical circuit or the like

Reterring to FIG. 6, the associative memory 29 for primary
searching operation of a first through m-th words n-bit con-
figuration of the associative memory 27 of a first through m-th
words n-bit configuration in third embodiment will be
described. The associative memory 29 for primary searching
operation of a first through m-th words n-bit configuration
comprises the n-bit primary associative memory words 30-1
through 30-m, and resisters 38-1 through 38-z. The j-th
(where 1 1s an mteger variable between 1 and m, both inclu-
s1ve) primary associative memory word 30-; comprises first
through n-th associative memory cells 33-j-1 through 33-j-x.
The j-th primary associative memory word 30-7 connected to
corresponding data word line 36-j and mask word line 37~/ as
input lines, to the corresponding primary match line 13-7 and
the intermediate data lines 31-1 through 31-2 as output lines,
and to the primary bit lines 12-1 through 12-7, n 1n number as
data mput/output lines.

The k-th bit associative memory cell 33-7-k (where k 1s an
integer variable between 1 and n, both inclusive) of the j-th
primary associative memory word 30-/ 1s connected to the
corresponding data word line 36-7 and the mask word line 37-/
as mput lines, to the corresponding primary match line 13-/
and the intermediate data line 31-% as the output lines, and to
the primary bit line 12-% as data input/output lines.

The associative memory cell 33-7-k comprises a data cell
5-7-k, a comparator 34-j-k, a mask cell 6-j-k, and a logical gate
35-j-k. The data cell 5-j-k1s for storing “data’ bit information
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at a corresponding bit of the storage data supplied from an
external source through the primary bit line 12-%. The com-
parator 34-j-k 1s for comparing the “data” bit information
stored 1n the data cell 5-j-k and ““search” bit information at a
corresponding bit of search data supplied from the external
source through the primary bit line 12-%. The mask cell 6-j-%
1s for storing “mask’ bit information of a corresponding bit of
mask information supplied from the external source through
the primary bit line 12-£.

In this embodiment, a valid state and an invalid state for the
mask information are represented by “0” and “I”, respectively
and a valid state and an invalid state for storage data are
represented by “1”” and “0”, respectively. In the matter similar
to the mask information, a valid state and an invalid state are
represented by “I”” and “0”, respectively, for the intermediate
data lines 31-1 through 31-7. A valid state and an invalid state
are represented by “1”” and “07, respectively, for the primary
match lines 13-1 through 13-m, the secondary match lines
21-1 through 21-m, and the match lines 11-1 through 11-m.

The data cell 5-j-k stores as the storage data the state on a
corresponding primary bit line 12-4on which the write data 1s
driven when a corresponding data word line 36-; 1s 1n valid
state, or supplies the storage data stored therein to the corre-
sponding primary bit line 12-% on which the write data 1s not
driven when a corresponding data word line 36-; 1s in a valid
state. When the corresponding data word line 36-j 1s 1n an
invalid state, no operation 1s performed for the corresponding
primary bit line 12-%. Irrespective of the state of the corre-
sponding data word line 36-/, the storage data stored therein s
supplied to the comparator 34-j-k 1n the same associative
memory cell 33-j-k.

The mask cell 6-7-k stores as the mask information the state
on a corresponding primary bit line 12-%£ on which the write
data 1s driven when a corresponding mask word line 37-/ 1s 1n
a valid state, or supplies the mask information stored therein
to the corresponding primary bit line 12-4£ on which the write
data 1s not driven when a corresponding mask word line 37-/
1s 1n a valid state. When the corresponding mask word line
377 1s 1n an 1nvalid state, no operation 1s performed for the
corresponding primary bit line 12-%. Irrespective of the state
of the corresponding mask word line 37-/, the mask informa-
tion stored therein 1s supplied to the comparator 34-j-4 1n the
same associative memory cell 33-/-&£ and the logical gate
35-/-k

Prior to the primary searching operation, the primary
match lines 13-1 through 13- are precharged to a high level
to be put into a valid state “1”.

The comparator 34-j-k 1s supplied with the corresponding
primary bit line 12-%, the storage data stored in the data cell
5-7-k, and the mask information stored in mask cell 6-j-%, 1n
the same associative memory cell 33-7-£. When the mask
information 1s 1n a valid state “0” or when the value on the
corresponding primary bit line 12-4 and the storage data 1n the
data cell 5-j are coincident with each other, the corresponding
primary match line 13-/ 1s put into an opened state. Otherwise,
the comparator 34-j-% puts the primary match line 13- into an
invalid state “0”. The wired AND logic connection with the
valid state “I”” for the primary match line 13 as true 1s achieved
such that, when all the comparators 34-j-1 through 34-7-z, n1n
number, 1n the j-th primary associative memory word 30-;
render the primary match line 130-; 1n an opened state, the
primary match line 13- 1s put nto a valid state “1”, and
otherwise 1nto an mnvalid state “0”. In other words, upon the
primary searching operation, only when all of the storage data
stored 1n a primary associative memory word 30~/ 1s com-
pletely coincident with the value of the primary bit lines 12-1
through 12-2 except those bits excluded from a comparison
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object by the mask valid state “0” 1n the corresponding mask
information, the primary match line 13-j 1s put into a valid
state “1”, and otherwise into an invalid state “0”.

The logical gate 35-j-k supplies an invalid state “I”” for the
intermediate data line 31 to the corresponding intermediate
data line 31-%£ when the primary match line 13-7 1n the same
primary associative memory word 30~/ 1s 1in a valid state “1”
and the mask information stored in the corresponding mask
cell 6-7-k 1n the same associative memory cell 33-7-k1s 1n an
invalid state “1” for the mask information. Otherwise, the
logical gate 35-7-k puts the intermediate data line 31-4 1nto an
opened state. The intermediate data line 31-4 1s connected to
a valid state “0” for the mtermediate data line 31 through a
resister 38-4, and 1s also connected to all of the corresponding
logical gates 35-1-kthrough 35-m-4£, m in number, by a wired
AND connection with a valid state “0” for the intermediate
data line 31 as true. Specifically, the intermediate data line
31-% 1s supplied with the result of a logical product (logical
AND), with a valid state “0” for the mask information as true,
of all the mask information stored in the corresponding mask
cells 6-1-k through 6-m-% 1n all of the k-th bit associative
memory cells 33-1-4 through 33-m-& which have the primary
match line 13-1 through 13- that are 1n a valid state “I” upon
completion of the primary searching operation by the logical
gates 35-1-k through 35-m-£, m 1n number and the resister
38-%4. As mentioned above, upon completion of the primary
searching operation, the intermediate data lines 31-1 through
31-» are supplied with the same value of the mask informa-
tion corresponding to the storage data coincident with the
search data 10 that has the least number of bits 1n a valid state
“0” for the mask information.

(Operation of the Third Embodiment)

Next, referring to FI1G. 7, description will be made about
the operation when the above-mentioned associative memory
2’7 of the third embodiment according to the present invention
1s used 1n calculating the transfer network address in the
network device 400-1 in FIG. 11. In the matter similar to the
discussion of the operation of the associative memory 1 of the
first embodiment 1n FIG. 2, the associative memory 27 there-
fore comprises a first through fifth words nine-bit configura-
tion 1n FIG. 7. Since the bit width n of the search data 10 1s
nine bits, the associative memory 29 for primary searching,
operation 1n the associative memory 28 comprises a {first
through fifth words nine-bit configuration. Since the bit width
n of the search data 10 1s nine bits, the bit width p of the
secondary search data 19 comprises four bits from Equation
1, and the associative memory 48 for secondary searching
operation comprises a first through fifth words four-bit con-
figuration.

In this embodiment, a valid state and an 1nvalid state for the
mask information are represented by “0” and 17, respec-
tively and a valid state and an invalid state for storage data are
represented by “1” and “0”, respectively. In the matter similar
to the mask information, a valid state and an invalid state are
represented by “1”” and “0”, respectively, for the intermediate
data lines 31-1 through 31-9. A valid state and an 1nvalid state
are represented by “1” and “0”, respectively for the primary
match lines 13-1 through 13-5, the secondary match lines
21-1 through 21-5, and the match lines 11-1 through 11-5.

In the matter similar to the discussion of the operation of
the associative memory 1 in the first embodiment 1n FIG. 2,
the associative memory 27 memorizes the connection nfor-
mation of the network device 400-1 1n FIG. 11 1n each of the

nine-bit primary associative memory words 30-1 through
30-5 as the storage data and the mask information. Herein,
when a digit of a network address 1s represented by the sym-
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bol “*” as “don’t care”, the corresponding bit of the mask
information 1s stored with a valid state “0” for the mask
information. When a digit of a network address 1s represented
by the symbol “*” as “don’t care”, although the correspond-
ing bit of the storage data 1s arbitrary, an invalid state “0” for
the storage data 1s stored therein for discussion. Thereby, the
storage data and the mask information stored in the primary
associative memory words 30-1 through 30-5 in FIG. 7
become the same as the storage data and the mask information
stored 1n the primary associative memory words 7-1 through
7-5 1 F1G. 2, respectively.

Further, each of the four-bit secondary associative memory
words 49-1 through 49-5 stores as the secondary storage data
a result obtained from a result for the counting means to count
the number of bits with a valid state “0” for the mask infor-
mation lasting from a bit location corresponding to the lowest
hierarchy to the higher hierarchy of the network address
among the nine-bit mask information stored in the corre-
sponding primary associative memory words 30-1 through
30-5 until a bit of an mvalid state “1” for the first mask
information appears similar to the operation that the counting
means 32 carries out to the nine-bit counting input lines 16-1
through 16-9, respectively. Accordingly, since the primary
associative memory word 30-1 stores the mask imnformation
“111.000.000, the secondary associative memory word 49-1
stores 6 1n decimal numbers notation, “0110” 1n binary num-
bers notation as the secondary storage data. Since the primary
associative memory word 30-2 stores the mask information
“111.000.000”, the secondary associative memory word 49-2
stores 6 1n decimal numbers notation, “0110” in binary num-
bers notation as the secondary storage data. Since the primary
associative memory word 30-3 stores the mask information
“111.111.0007, the secondary associative memory word 49-3
stores 3 1n decimal numbers notation, “0011” in binary num-
bers notation as the secondary storage data. Since the primary
associative memory word 30-4 stores the mask information
“111.111.0007, the secondary associative memory word 49-4
stores 3 1n decimal numbers notation, “0011” 1n binary num-
bers notation as the secondary storage data. Since the primary
associative memory word 30-5 stores the mask information
“111.111.0007, the secondary associative memory word 49-35
stores 3 1n decimal numbers notation, “0011” in binary num-
bers notation as the secondary storage data.

Prior to the primary searching operation, all of the primary
match lines 13-1 through 13-5 are precharged to a high level
to be put 1nto a valid state “1”. Prior to the secondary search-
ing operation, all of the secondary match lines 21-1 through
21-5 are also precharged to a high level to be put into a valid
state 17",

Description will proceed to the searching operation by
supplying as the search data 10 the network address (2.6.5), 1n
octal numbers notation, of the user’s terminal 401-3 in FIG.
11.

The value “010.110.101” 1n binary numbers notation of
nine bits of the search data 10 1s supplied to the nine primary
bit lines 12-1 through 12-9, and the associative memory 29 for
primary searching operation in the associative memory 28
carries out the primary searching operation. As a result,
(2.%.%) 1n octal numbers notation stored 1n the primary asso-
ciative memory word 30-1 and (2.6.*) 1n octal numbers nota-
tion stored 1n the primary associative memory word 30-3 are
coincident with the search data on the primary bit lines 12-1
through 12-9. Accordingly, as a result of the primary search-
ing operation, two primary match lines 13-1 and 13-5 are put
into a valid state “1”°, and the remaining primary match lines
13-2, 13-3, and 13-4 are put into an 1valid state “0”.
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Herein, the intermediate data line 31-1 produces the logical
product “17, with “0” as true, of the mask mformation “17,
and “1” 1n the primary associative memory words 30-1 and
30-5 at bit positions corresponding to the intermediate data
line 31-1. The intermediate data line 31-2 produces the logi-
cal product*1”, with “0” as true, of the mask information “1”,
and “1” 1n the primary associative memory words 30-1 and
30-5 at b1t positions corresponding to the intermediate data
line 31-2. Likewise, the intermediate data lines 31-3, 31-4,
31-5, 31-6, 31-7, 31-8, and 31-9 produce logical product “1”
of “1” and *“17, logical product “1” of “0” and “1”, logical
product “1” of “0” and “1”, logical product “1” of “0” and
“17, logical product “0” of “0”” and “0”, logical product “0” of
“0” and “0”, and logical product “0” of “0” and “0”, respec-
tively, with “0” as true. Therefore, the intermediate data 15 of
nine bitsresults in “1111111000” 1n binary numbers notation,
which 1s supplied to the counting iput lines 16-1 through
16-9.

The counting means 32 produces 3 in decimal numbers
notation, “0011” 1n binary numbers notation obtained from a
result of counting the number of bits with a valid state “0” for
the mask information lasting from a bit location 16-9 corre-
sponding to the lowest hierarchy to the higher hierarchy of the
network address among the states of the nine counting input
lines 16-1 through 16-9 until a bit1n an invalid state *“1” for the
first mask imnformation appears to the counting output lines
50-1 through 50-4. The state of the counting output lines 50-1
through 50-4 1s supplied to the secondary bit lines 20-1
through 20-4 as the four-bit secondary search data 19.

When the secondary search data 19 1s supplied to the sec-
ondary bit lines 20-1 through 204, the associative memory 48
for secondary searching operation carries out a secondary
searching operation. As a result, “0110” 1n binary numbers
notation stored 1n the secondary associative memory words
49-3, 49-4, and 49-5 are completely coincident with the state
of the secondary bit lines 20-1 through 20-4. The secondary
match lines 21-3, 21-4, and 21-5 are therefore put into a valid
state “1”, and the remaining secondary match lines 21-1 and
21-2 are put 1nto an 1nvalid state “0”.

Since the primary match line 13-1 1s put into a valid state
“1” on completion of the secondary searching operation, the
invalidation means 22-1 delivers a state “0” of the secondary
match line 21-1 to the match line 11-1. Since the primary
match line 13-2 1s put into an invalid state “0”, the invalidation
means 22-2 delivers an invalid state “0” to the match line
11-2. Since the primary match line 13-3 is put into an mvalid
state “0”, the invalidation means 22-3 delivers an 1invalid state
“0” to the match line 11-3. Since the primary match line 134
1s put 1into an invalid state “0”, the mvalidation means 224
delivers an 1nvalid state “0” to the match line 11-4. Since the
primary match line 13-35 1s put into a valid state “I”, the
invalidation means 22-5 delivers a state “1” of the secondary
match line 21-5 to the match line 11-5. Only the match line
11-5 1s therefore put into a valid state “1” upon completion of
the secondary searching operation, and the remaining match
lines 11-1, 11-2, 11-3, and 11-4 are put into an invalid state
“07. It will therefore be understood that, in the match lines
11-1 through 11-5 corresponding to one of the storage data
coincident with the search data 10 taking the mask informa-
tion 1nto account, the associative memory 27 of the third
embodiment according to the present invention puts the only
match line 11-5 corresponding to the storage data with the
least number of bits 1n a mask valid state for the mask infor-
mation 1nto a valid state similar to the above-mentioned con-
ventional associative memory 100.

The reduction effect of the circuit area and power con-
sumption 1n the associative memory 27 of the third embodi-
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ment of the present invention 1s similar to that of the associa-
tive memory 1 of the first embodiment.

As readily understood, the counting means 32 of this
embodiment may simply count the number of lines to which
a valid state for the intermediate data 1s supplied, among the
counting mput lines 16-1 through 16-7 similar to the counting
means 25 of the associative memory 23 of the second embodi-
ment. Similarly, as readily understood, since the counting
input lines 16-1 through 16-7, n 1n number are fixed, the
counting means 32 may count the number of lines to which an
invalid state for the intermediate data 1s supplied, among the
counting mnput lines 16-1 through 16-», either. It cannot be
overemphasized that the counting means 32 may count the
number of bits 1n an mvalid state for the mask information
lasting from a bit location corresponding to the highest hier-
archy to the lower hierarchy of the network address of the
intermediate data 15 until a bit 1n a valid state for the first
mask information appears, either. As a matter of course, 1rre-
spective of the operation method of the counting means 32,
the secondary associative memory word 49 stores as the sec-
ondary storage data a value obtained from a result for the
counting means 25 to carry out the same operation as 1t carries
out to the n-bit mask information stored in the corresponding
primary associative memory word 30.

In the meanwhile, 1n the matter similar to the discussion of
the associative memory 1 of the first embodiment, when all
bits of the n-bit intermediate data 15 1n FIG. 5 are not simul-
taneously put into a valid state, namely, when the associative
memory 29 for primary searching operation does not store
such structured data that all bits of the mask information are
put into mask valid state, it 1s obvious the lines, p in number
of the counting output lines 50-1 through 50-p can also be
obtained by the above-mentioned Equation 5, and 1t 1s pos-
sible to further reduce the whole circuit area and power con-
sumption of the associative memory 27.

As a matter of course, a method for the counting means 32
to code the counting result into the secondary search data 19
1s arbitrary without being limited to coding it into the binary
numbers. The bit width p of the secondary search data 19 in
that case 1s determined not by Equations 1 and 5 but by the
coding method.

In the meanwhile, as 1s understood when comparing FI1G. 7
with FIG. 2, a logical product operation of the intermediate
data lines 31-1 through 31-» which the associative memory
29 for primary searching operation of this embodiment pro-
duces, and are obtained by carrying out a logical product, with
a valid state for the mask as true, of all the mask information
corresponding to the storage data coincident with the result of
the primary searching operation, and the search data 10 with
a valid state for the storage data as true is carried out, so that
the same value as that of the intermediate data lines 14-1
through 14-n supplied by the associative memory 4 for pri-
mary searching operation of the first embodiment can be
obtained. Therefore, 1t cannot be overemphasized that the
associative memory 4 for primary searching operation of the
first embodiment can be substituted for the configuration
mentioned-above.

Fourth Embodiment

Next referring to FI1G. 8, description will be made about an
associative memory 41 according to a fourth embodiment of
the present mvention. FIG. 8 1s a block diagram showing an
associative memory 41 of a first through m-th words n-bit
configuration (m and n are integer variables) in the fourth
embodiment of the present invention. The components of the
first through m-th words n-bit associative memory 41 of this
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embodiment are similar to those of the first through m-th
words n-bit associative memory 1 of the first embodiment,
except adding a clock signal 39 as an mput signal from the
external source, changing the secondary search data 19 to be
stored 1n the secondary search data memory means 42, insert-
ing m-bit storage means 43 1n the primary match lines 13-1
through 13-m, and changing one input signal supplied to the
1-th 1validation means 22-; (j 1s an 1integer variable between
1 and m, both inclusive) to a synchronization primary match
line 44-; supplied by the storage means 43 from the primary
match line 13-j. Therefore, description will be directed only
to those components different from the associative memory 1
of the first embodiment.

In this embodiment, the secondary search data storage
means 42 stores counting output lines 18-1 through 18-p (p 1s
an integer variable between 1 and n, both inclusive), p 1n
number produced by the first through m-th words n-bit asso-
ciative memory 2 in synchronization with the clock signal 39.
The secondary search data storage means 42 supplies the
stored p-bit state to the corresponding secondary bit lines
20-1 through 20-p, p 1n number.

The m-bit storage means 43 1s supplied with the primary
match lines 13-1 through 13-, and produces the synchroni-
zation primary match lines 44-1 through 44-m. The synchro-
nization primary match lines 44-1 through 44-m are supplied
to the corresponding 1nvalidation means 22-1 through 22-m,
respectively. The m-bit storage means 43 stores the primary
match lines 13-1 through 13-m produced as a result for the
associative memory 4 for primary searching operation to
carry out a primary searching operation to the search data 10
in synchronization with the clock signal. The storage means
43 supplies said stored state of the primary match lines 13-1
through 13-m to the synchronization primary match lines
44-1 through 44-m so as to synchronize the timing when a
result for the associative memory 3 for secondary searching,
operation to carry out the secondary searching operation cor-
responding to this search data 10 1s supplied to the secondary
match lines 21-1 through 21-m.

The secondary associative memory words 9-1 through
9-m, m 1n number correspond one-to-one to the primary asso-
clative memory words 7-1 through 7-m, m in number.
Although corresponding ways are arbitrary, the j-th second-
ary associative memory word 9-j corresponds to the j-th pri-
mary associative memory word 7-j 1n this embodiment.

The j-th mvalidation means 22~/ 1s supplied with the sec-
ondary match line 21-j which the secondary associative
memory word 9-j produces, and the synchronization primary
match line 44-;j with which the primary match line 13-7 sup-
plied with the primary associative memory word 7-7 corre-
sponding to the secondary associative memory word 9-/ 1s
synchronized by the storage means 43. The invalidation
means 22-j puts the match line 11-; into an invalid state for the
match line when the synchronization primary match line 44-;
1s an invalid state for the primary match line, and puts the
match line 11-; into a state of the secondary match line 21-f
when the synchronization primary match line 44-; 1s a valid
state for the primary match line.

Although the primary searching operation and the second-
ary searching operation to the same search data 10 are sequen-
tially carried out in the associative memory 1 of the first
embodiment, the associative memory 23 of the second
embodiment, and the associative memory 27 of the third
embodiment, means ol individually storing the primary
match lines 13-1 through 13-m and the counting output lines
18-1 through 18-p supplied by the associative memory 4 for
primary searching operation are provided, so that it 1s pos-
sible to realize pipeline processing by the associative memory
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4 for primary searching operation and the associative memory
3 for secondary searching operation in this embodiment.
Thereby, 1t becomes possible to make frequency of the clock
signal 39 higher.

Even when the storage means 1s further inserted 1n order to
make the frequency of the clock signal 39 higher, as readily
understood, it can be realized by making the storage means 43
produce the timing of supplying the result of the primary
searching operation for the search data 10 to the synchroni-
zation primary match lines 44-1 through 44-m so as to syn-
chronize with the timing of supplying the result of the sec-
ondary searching operation for these search data to the
secondary match lines 21-1 through 21-m. For example, it
goes without saying that the associative memory 2 comprises
the storage means of storing the intermediate data 15, so that
it 15 possible to realize pipeline processing of the execution of
the primary searching operation by the associative memory 4
for primary searching operation and the operation by the
counting means 17.

In the meanwhile, 1t goes without saying that also in the
associative memory 1 of the first embodiment, the associative
memory 23 of the second embodiment, and the associative
memory 27 of the third embodiment like a configuration to
insert the storage means of storing said intermediate data 15,
when the timing of supplying the primary searching operation
result for the search data 10 to the primary match lines 13-1
through 13-m and the timing of supplying the secondary
searching operation result for these search data 10 to the
secondary match lines 21-1 through 21-m are different, the
synchronization can be achieved by inserting the storage
means 43 in the primary match lines 13-1 through 13-m.

Fitfth Embodiment

Next referring to FIG. 9, description will be made about an
associative memory 45 according to a fifth embodiment of the
present invention. FIG. 9 1s a block diagram showing an
associative memory 45 of a first through m-th words n-bit
configuration (m and n are integer variables) in the fifth
embodiment of the present mvention. Components of the
associative memory 45 of a first through m-th words n-bit
configuration of this embodiment are similar to those of the
associative memory 41 of a first through m-th words n-bit
configuration of the fourth embodiment, except changing the
associative memory 3 for secondary searching operation of a
first through m-th words p-bit configuration (p 1s an integer
variable between 1 and n, both 1nclusive) to an associative
memory 46 for secondary searching operation, changing the
invalidation means 22-1 through 22-m to an invalidation
means 47, changing the invalidation means 47 so as to be
supplied with only the synchronization primary match lines
44-1 through 44-m and produces the secondary match lines
21-1 through 21-m, and changing the associative memory 46
for secondary searching operation so as to supply the second-
ary match lines 21-1 through 21-m after changing the state
according to the secondary searching operation result to the
external source as the match lines 11-1 through 11-m. There-
tore, description will be directed only to those components
different from the associative memory 41 of the fourth
embodiment.

The invalidation means 47 supplied with the secondary
search data corresponding to the primary searching operation
result on the synchronization primary match lines 44-1
through 44-m 1s supplied with the synchronization primary
match lines 44-1 through 44-m, produces the secondary
match lines 21-1 through 21-m, and comprises precharge
control means 51-1 through 51-m, m in number. The 1nvali-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

40

dation means 47 of this embodiment 1s characterized 1n that
the corresponding secondary match lines 21-1 through 21-m
are precharged to a valid state or discharged to an invalid state
according to the primary searching operation result for the
search data 10 supplied on the synchronmization primary
match lines 44-1 through 44-m before the associative memory
46 for secondary searching operation carries out the second-
ary searching operation corresponding to this search data 10.
A 1-th (3 1s an 1nteger variable between 1 and m, both 1nclu-
stve) precharge control means 51-7 1s supplied with the syn-
chronization primary match line 44-j, precharges the second-
ary match line 21-j to a valid state for the secondary match
line when the synchronization primary match line 44-j 1sin a
valid state for the primary match line, and discharges the
secondary match line 21-j to an invalid state for the secondary
match line when the synchronization primary match line 44-;
1s 1n an 1valid state for the primary match line. Specifically,
the mvalidation means 47 precharges the secondary match
line 21-j corresponding to the primary associative memory
word 7-j coincident with the search data 10 after the primary
searching operation of the associative memory 4 for primary
searching operation thereto to a valid state for the match line,
and discharges the secondary match line 21 corresponding to
the primary associative memory word 7 incoincident with the
search data 10 after the primary searching operation thereto to
an invalid state, before the secondary searching operation 1s
carried out. Although corresponding ways between the pri-
mary associative memory words 7-1 through 7-m, and the
secondary match lines 21-1 through 21-m are arbitrary, the
primary associative memory word 7-7 corresponds to the sec-
ondary match line 21-j 1n this embodiment.

The associative memory 3 for secondary searching opera-
tion of the fourth embodiment precharges all the secondary
match lines 21-1 through 21-m to a valid state for the second-
ary match line before carrying out the secondary searching
operation, and the associative memory 46 for secondary
searching operation of the present invention 1s similar to the
associative memory 3 for secondary searching operation of
the fourth embodiment, except not precharging the secondary
match lines 21-1 through 21-m belfore carrying out the sec-
ondary searching operation. In the matter stmilar to the asso-
clative memory 3 for secondary searching operation of the
fourth embodiment, as a result for the associative memory 46
for secondary searching operation to carry out the secondary
searching operation for the secondary search data stored in
the secondary search data storage means 42, when the sec-
ondary storage data stored 1n all of the data cells 8-7-1 through
8-7-p of the secondary associative memory word 9-7 1s coin-
cident with the secondary search data, the secondary associa-
tive memory word 9-7 puts the secondary match line 21-; into
an opened state, and otherwise, puts the secondary match line
21-j into an 1mnvalid state for the secondary match line. In this
embodiment, a valid state for the secondary match line 21 and
a valid state for the match line 11 are the same state, and the
state of the secondary match lines 21-1 through 21-m 1s sup-
plied to the external source of the associative memory 45 as
the match lines 11-1 through 11-#.

Specifically, the match line 11-/ 1s put 1nto a valid state for
the match line only when the primary associative memory
word 7-j 1s coimncident with the search data 10 when the
associative memory 4 for primary searching operation carries
out the primary searching operation, and the secondary asso-
ciative memory word 9-;7 1s coincident with the secondary
search data corresponding to this search data 10 when the
associative memory 46 for secondary searching operation
carries out the secondary searching operation, and otherwise
into an invalid state for the match line. It will therefore be
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understood that the invalidation means 47 functions as the
invalidation means 22 of the fourth embodiment similarly.

In the matter similar to associative memory 41 of the fourth
embodiment, the associative memory 45 of the fifth embodi-
ment comprises means ol individually storing the primary
match lines 13-1 through 13-m produced by the associative
memory 4 for primary searching operation, and the counting,
output lines 18-1 through 18-p, so that 1t 1s possible to realize
pipeline processing by the associative memory 4 for primary
searching operation and the associative memory 46 for sec-
ondary searching operation. Thereby, it becomes possible to
make frequency of the clock signal 39 higher.

In the associative memory 45 of the fifth embodiment, the
secondary match lines 21-1 through 21-, m 1n number of the
associative memory 46 for secondary searching operation
precharges only lines, n 1n number to a valid state at the
maximum, and discharges lines, n 1n number to an mvalid
state at the maximum corresponding to the bit length n of the
search data 10 every secondary searching operation.

Herein, 1n the matter similar to the discussion of the first
embodiment, when the associative memory 45 comprises the
first through 32768th 64-bit associative memory words using
0.25 micron meter rule manufacturing process, and 1t 1t 1s
assumed that the supply voltage 1s 2.5V and the period of the
searching operation 1s 20 ns, then the maximum total power
consumption required for precharge, discharge for every sec-
ondary searching operation 1s 0.0006 W as given by

(0.3 pEFx7/64%x2.5 V)+20 nsx2.5 Vx64 lines=0.0006
W.

Since the power consumption when the associative memory 4
for primary searching operation carries out the primary
searching operation 1s then 3.07 W similar to that of the first
embodiment, the power consumption of the associative
memory 46 for secondary searching operation 1s 0.02% as the
power consumption of the whole associative memory 43.
Herein, when making an approximation (m-n)~(m-1)
similar to Equation 4, if 1t 1s assumed that the power con-
sumption of the conventional associative memory 100 1s nor-
malized as 1, then the power consumption of the whole chip
ol associative memory 45 1s represented by next Equation 6.
Herein, Equation 6 1s represented using the above-mentioned
Roundup (X) function which rounds up the digits right to the
decimal point of the positive real number X into an integer.

(1+(Roundup(Log-(s+1))/n)xsn/m)/2=(1+Roundup

(Log,(r+1))/m)/2 Equation 6

From Equation 6, when the bit width n of the search data 10
1s 64 bits, and the number of words of the associative memory
41 1s 32,768 words, the power consumption of the associative
memory 45 1s about 50.01% as the power consumption of the
conventional associative memory 100, and the power con-
sumption is reducible by about 49.9%. When n<<m, the value
given by Equation 6 1s about 0.50, and 1t will be understood
that the power consumption of the associative memory 45 of
the fifth embodiment becomes about 2 as the power con-
sumption of the conventional associative memory 100.

Sixth Embodiment

Next referring to FIG. 10, description will be made about
the associative memory 1 of the first embodiment of the
present invention for used 1n calculating the transfer network
address 1n the network device of the present invention. The
network device 400 of the present invention 1s supplied with
input transier data 408 and the clock signal 39, and supplies
output transfer data 409. The mput transfer data 408 com-
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prises a source network address 410, a transier network
address 411, a destination network address 412, and a data
section 413. The output transfer data 409 comprises the
source network address 410, the second transier network
address 414, the destination network address 412, and the
data section 413. Referring to FIG. 10, description will pro-
ceed to the network device 400 of the present invention when
applied to the network device 400-1 1n FIG. 11.

The network device 400 comprises a destination network
address extracting section 406, the associative memory 1 of
the first embodiment of the present invention, an encoder 402,
a memory 404, and a transfer network address changing sec-
tion 407. The network device 400 operates 1n synchronization
with the clock signal 39.

The destination network address extracting section 406
extracts the destination network address 412 in the input
transier data 408 to supply to the associative memory 1 as the
search data 10.

The associative memory 1 of the first embodiment com-
prises the associative memory 4 for primary searching opera-
tion, and the counting means 17, the associative memory 3 for
secondary searching operation, and the invalidation means 22
as described above. The associative memory 1 comprises a
first through fifth words nine-bit configuration. In the mean-
while, the counting means 17 converts 1nto the four-bit sec-
ondary search data 19 the nine-bit intermediate data 15 which
the associative memory 4 for primary searching operation
supplies (according to Table 1 and Equation 1) to supply to the
first through fifth words four-bit associative memory 3 for
secondary searching operation. Herein, a valid state and an
invalid state are represented by “1”” and “0”, respectively, for
the storage data, and a valid state and an invalid state are
represented by “0” and “17, respectively, for the mask infor-
mation, 1 FIG. 10.

The associative memory 4 for primary searching operation
stores network addresses which show segments, to which
network devices 400-2, 400-3, 400-4, 400-5 and 400-6 con-
nected to the network device 400-1 1n FIG. 11 belong, 1n the
form of the above-mentioned structured data. Therefore, 1n
the embodiment in FIG. 10, the primary associative memory
word 7-1 stores the network address (2.%.*) for the segment 2,
to which the network device 400-2 belongs, 1n the form of
structured data represented by a pair of the storage data
“010.000.000” and the mask information “111.000.000” as
mentioned above. Similarly, the primary associative memory
word 7-2 stores the network address (3.%*.%) for the segment 3,
to which the network device 400-3 belongs, in the form of
structured data represented by a pair of the storage data
“011.000.000” and the mask information “111.000.000”. The
primary associative memory word 7-3 stores the network
address (1.2.%) for the segment 4, to which the network device
400-4 belongs, 1n the form of structured data represented by a
pair of the storage data *“001.010.000” and the mask informa-
tion “111.111.000”. The primary associative memory word
7-4 stores the network address (1.3.%) for the segment 5, to
which the network device 400-5 belongs, in the form of
structured data represented by a pair of the storage data
“001.011.000” and the mask information “111.111.000”. The
primary associative memory word 7-5 stores the network
address (2.6.%) for the segment 6, to which the network device
400-6 belongs, 1n the form of structured data represented by a
pair of the storage data *“010.110.000” and the mask informa-
tion “111.111.0007.

The secondary associative memory word 9-1 stores, as the
secondary storage data, 7 in decimal numbers notation,
“0111” 1n binary numbers notation obtained from a result of
converting the storage data “010.000.000” stored 1n the pri-
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mary associative memory word 7-1 according to Table 1 as
described above. The secondary associative memory word
9-2 stores, as the secondary storage data, 6 1n decimal num-
bers notation, “0110” 1n binary numbers notation obtained
from a result of converting the storage data “011.000.000”
stored 1n the primary associative memory word 7-2 according
to Table 1. The secondary associative memory word 9-3
stores, as the secondary storage data, 4 1n decimal numbers
notation, “0100” 1n binary numbers notation obtained from a
result of converting the storage data “001.010.000” stored in
the primary associative memory word 7-3 according to Table
1. The secondary associative memory word 9-4 stores, as the
secondary storage data, 3 in decimal numbers notation,
“0011” 1n binary numbers notation obtained from a result of
converting the storage data “001.011.000” stored 1n the pri-
mary associative memory word 7-4 according to Table 1. The
secondary associative memory word 9-5 stores, as the sec-
ondary storage data, 4 in decimal numbers notation, “0100”
in binary numbers notation obtained from a result of convert-
ing the storage data “010.110.000” stored in the primary
associative memory word 7-5 according to Table 1.

In the match lines 11-1 through 11-5 corresponding to one
of the storage data coincident with the supplied search data 10
taking the mask information into account, the associative
memory 1 puts the only match line corresponding to the
storage data with the least number of bits 1n a mask valid state
into a valid state.

The encoder 402 codes the match lines 11-1 through 11-5
supplied by the associative memory 1 into a memory address
signal 403 to deliver to the memory 404.

The memory 404 stores network addresses of the network
devices corresponding to the segment network addresses,
cach of which comprises the storage data and the mask infor-
mation and each of which i1s stored in each of the primary
associative memory words 7-1 through 7-3 of the associative
memory 1. In the memory 404, each network address of the
network device 1s stored 1n a word corresponding to the pri-
mary associative memory words 7-1 through 7-3 of the asso-
ciative memory 1 where a corresponding network address 1s
stored. In this embodiment, the same address as the storage
address of the associative memory 1 corresponds thereto. For
example, the network address (2.%*.%) 1s stored in the primary
associative memory word 7-1 of the associative memory 1
while the network address of the network device 400-2 in
FIG. 11 corresponding thereto 1s stored 1n the first word of the
memory 404. Similarly, the network address of the network
device 400-3, the network address of the network device
400-4, the network address of the network device 400-5, and
the network address of the network device 400-6 are Stored n
the second word, the third word, the fourth word, and fifth
word of the memory 404, respectively. Supplied with the
memory address signal 403 as a read address, the memory
404 supplies a memory data signal 4035 stored in the word
designated by the memory address signal 403 to the transfer
network address changing section 407. Herein, it goes with-
out saying that the encoder 402 can be eliminated by directly
supplying the state of the match lines 11-1 through 11-m to
the word lines of the memory 404.

Upon changing the second transier network address 414 of
the output transfer data 409 into the value of the memory data
signal 405, the transier network address changing section 407
transfiers the value to the network device or the user’s terminal
corresponding to the second transier network address 414.

Next, description will be made about the operation of the
network device 400 when applied to the network device 400-1
in FIG. 11 taking an example of the communication data
transier from the user’s terminal 401-1 to a user’s terminal
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401-3. If the network address 1s represented 1n octal numbers
notation, the source network address 410 and the destination
network address 412 of the input transfer data 408 are there-
fore represented as (1.2.6) and (2.6.5), respectively, and as a
matter of course, the transfer network address 411 i1s the
network address of network device 400-1.

Upon supplying said input transier data 408 to the network
device 400-1, the destination network address extracting sec-
tion 406 delivers the value (2.6.5) in octal numbers notation of
the destination network address 412 to the associative
memory 1 as the search data 10.

-

T'he associative memory 4 for primary searching operation
in the associative memory 1 carries out the primary searching
operation for said search data 10 given by (2.6.5) 1n octal
numbers notation, so that the primary associative memory
word 7-1 and 7-5 are coincident with the search 10 data, and
the primary match lines 13-1 and 13-5 are then put into a valid
state. Inthe meanwhile, the associative memory 4 for primary
searching operation performs a logical sum operation, with a
valid state for the storage data as true, of all coincident storage
data, and produces *“010.110.000” in binary numbers notation
to the counting means 17 as the nine-bit intermediate data 15
as mentioned above. The counting means 17 converts the
nine-bit intermediate data 15 into the four-bit secondary
search data 19 of “0100” 1n binary numbers notation accord-
ing to Table 1 to supply to the first to fifth words four-bit
associative memory 3 for secondary searching operation. The
associative memory 3 for secondary searching operation car-
ries out the secondary searching operation for the secondary
search data 19, so that the secondary associative memory
words 9-3 and 9-5 are coincident with the search data 19, and
the secondary match lines 21-3 and 21-5 are then put mnto a
valid state. When the corresponding primary match lines 13-1
through 13-5 are 1n an invalid state, the invalidation means 22
changes the secondary match lines 21-1 through 21-5 1nto an
invalid state to thereby supply to the match lines 11-1 through
11-5. The invalidation means 22 therefore puts only the match
line 11-5 1nto a valid state.

Therefore, the encoder 402 produces “5” as the memory
address signal 403, and the memory 404 produces the net-
work address for the network device 400-6 as the memory
data signal 405. The transfer network address changing sec-
tion 407 changes the second transier network address 414 of
the output transfer data 409 into the state of the memory data
signal 405, and transfers the output transfer data 409 to the
network device 400-6. It will therefore be understood that the
network device 400 can carry out the transmission by means

of selecting most optimum route to the destination network
address 412.

Since the network device 400 of the present invention
comprises the associative memory 1 of the present invention,
although 1t can carry out the calculation of the transfer net-
work address for every clock, the power consumption can be
significantly reduced as compared with the conventional net-
work device. Since small power unit, cooling apparatus, or
the like 1n size can be used, the product cost as the whole
network device can be reduced without sacrificing a transier
rate.

Further, when the conventional associative memory 100
and associative memory 1 of the present mnvention have the
same chip area, the number of associative memory 1 ncor-
porated into the network device 400 can be reduced with an
increase 1n the number of the storing words of the structured
data per chup. Theretfore, the computer network system using
the network device 400 of the present invention can accelerate
the data transier rate, since comparing processes to a results
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of the searching operation supplied from a plurality of the
associative memories are not required.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

Since the associative memory of the present invention
comprises: the counting means of generating the secondary
search data by carrying out the operation for compressing the
bit width to the mtermediate data calculated by utilizing the
result of the primary searching operation which compares the
search data supplied from the external source with the stored
storage data taking the mask information into account; the
secondary searching means of comparing the secondary stor-
age data corresponding to said storage data and said mask
information with said secondary search data; and the 1nvali-
dation means of invalidating the comparison result of the
secondary searching means corresponding to the incoincident
storage data from the result of the primary searching opera-
tion, as described above, while the associative memory can
perform the operation to produce the signal for identifying,
among the storage data coincident with the search data, par-
ticular storage data corresponding to the mask information
with the least number of bits 1n a valid state for every clock,
the chip area can be significantly reduced as compared with
the conventional associative memory. When the search data
comprises, for example the 64-bit width, the chip area can be
reduced about 31% as compared with the conventional asso-
clative memory. In other words, having the same chip area as
that of the conventional associative memory, the associative
memory of the present mnvention can increase in the storage
capacity by about 42%. Since the larger the bit width of the
search data becomes, the larger the circuit area reduction
elfect of the present invention becomes, when applied to the
next-generation Internet, or the like 1n which the bit width of
the network address will be expanded to 128 bits from 32 bits,
the associative memory of the present invention will exert a
remarkable effect.

Further, while the associative memory of the present inven-
tion can perform the operation to produce the signal for iden-
tifying, among the storage data coincident with the search
data, particular storage data corresponding to the mask infor-
mation with the least number of bits 1n a valid state for every
clock, the power consumption can be reducible about 50% as
compared with the conventional associative memory.

Furthermore, 11 the associative memory of the present
invention 1s incorporated nto the network device for calcu-
lating the transter network address, 1t becomes possible to use
small-scale power unit and cooling apparatus, and thereby the
superior effect such as the product costreduction as the whole
network device can be achieved because the power consump-
tion 1s reduced as compared with the conventional associative
memory.

As will be understood from the foregoing, the network
system using the associative memory of the present invention
can accelerate the data transfer rate, because the computer
network system using the associative memory of the present
invention does not require comparing to the results of the
searching operation supplied from a plurality of the associa-
tive memory by reducing the number of the associative
memory incorporated therein.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A network device comprising a routing information table
incorporating a plural words therein, each word storing a
routing information data and a mask mformation data corre-
sponding to each one or more routing information data, the
mask information data determining whether or not each bit
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string of the routing information data should be excluded as a
retrieval data by setting bit state;

the network device comprising;:

a CPU and memory;

a primary retrieval means for comparing a destination net-
work address 1n an mput commumnication data with the
routing information data to identily a matching word,
wherein the destination network address 1s input as a
primary retrieval data, outputting a primary match signal
identifying a matching word, and outputting logical
operation results among the routing information data in
a matching word as an intermediate data;

a compressive operation means for compressing a bit width
of the intermediate data to generate a secondary retrieval
data;

a secondary retrieval means for storing second storage data
in a manner to correspond to each word of the routing
information data, the second storage data being derived
by compressing the routing information data for word by
word, the secondary retrieval means comparing the sec-
ondary retrieval data with the second storage data for
word by word and outputting a secondary match signal
identifying a matching word;

an 1invalidation means for generating a final match signal by
altering the secondary match signal corresponding to the
primary match signal to be 1n a mismatch state for word
by word; and

a means for deciding a transier address to output a com-
munication data corresponding to the input communica-
tion data 1n accordance with the final match signal.

2. A method for deciding a transfer address of a network
device comprising a routing information table incorporating a
plural words therein, each word storing a routing information
data and a mask information data corresponding to each one
or more routing information data, the mask information data
determining whether or not each bit string of the routing
information data should be excluded as a retrieval data by
setting bit state;

the method comprising:

when a destination network address 1s mput as a primary
retrieval data, performing, by the network device, a pri-
mary retrieval for comparing the destination network
address with the routing information data for word by
word to generate logical operation results among the
routing information data 1n a matching word as an inter-
mediate data;

performing, by the network device, a logical operation for
compressing a bit width of the intermediate data to gen-
crate a secondary retrieval data;

performing, by the network device, a secondary retrieval
for comparing a logical operation results with the sec-
ondary retrieval data, the logical operation results being
derived by compressing the routing information data 1n
the one or more words matched in the primary retrieval;
and

deciding, by the network device, a transier address of an
output communication data corresponding to the input
communication data in accordance with the muting
information data corresponding to the word matched 1n
the secondary retrieval.

3. A network device comprising a routing information table
incorporating plural words therein, each word storing a rout-
ing information data and a mask information data 1n pairs, the
mask information data determining whether or not each bit
string of the routing information data should be excluded as a
retrieval data by setting bit state;

the network device comprising;:
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a CPU and memory;

a primary retrieval means for comparing a destination net-
work address 1n an mput communication data with the
routing information data for word by word, outputting a
primary match signal i1dentifying a matching word,
wherein the destination network address 1s input as a
primary retrieval data, and outputting logical operation
results among the mask information data and the pri-
mary retrieval data 1n a matching word as an intermedi-
ate data;

a compressive operation means for compressing a bit width
of the intermediate data to generate a secondary retrieval
data;

a secondary retrieval means for storing second storage data
in a manner to correspond to each word of the routing
information data, the second storage data being derived
by compressing the routing information data for word by
word, the secondary retrieval means comparing the sec-
ondary retrieval data with the second storage data for
word by word and outputting a secondary match signal
identifying a matching word;

an 1invalidation means for generating a final match signal by
altering the secondary match signal corresponding to the
primary match signal to be 1n a mismatch state for word
by word; and

a means for deciding a transfer address to output a com-
munication data corresponding to the input communica-
tion data in accordance with the final match signal.

4. A method for deciding a destination address comprising,

a muting information table incorporating plural words
therein, each word storing a routing information data and a
mask information data in pairs, the mask information data
determining whether or not each bit string of the routing
information data should be excluded as a retrieval data by
setting bit state;

the method comprising:

when a destination network address 1s mnput as a primary
retrieval data, performing, by the network device, a pri-
mary retrieval for comparing the destination network
address with the routing information data for word by
word to generate logical operation results among the
mask information data and the primary retrieval data in
a matching word as an mtermediate data;

performing, by the network device, a logical operation for
compressing a bit width of the intermediate data to gen-
erate a secondary retrieval data;

performing, by the network device, a secondary retrieval
for comparing a logical operation results with the sec-
ondary retrieval data, the logical operation results being
derived by compressing the routing information data 1n
the one or more words matched 1n the primary retrieval;
and

deciding, by the network device, a transter address of an
output communication data corresponding to the mput
communication data in accordance with the routing
information data corresponding to the word matched 1n
the secondary retrieval.

5. A network device comprising a routing information table

incorporating plural words therein, each word storing a rout-
ing mformation data and a mask information data determin-
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ing whether or not each bit string of the routing information
data should be excluded as a retrieval data by setting bit state;
the network device comprising;:

a CPU and memory;

a primary retrieval means for comparing a destination net-
work address 1n an mput commumnication data with the
routing information data for word by word, outputting a
primary match signal i1dentifying a matching word,
wherein the destination network address 1s input as a
primary retrieval data, and outputting logical operation
results among the mask information data 1n a matching
word as an intermediate data;

a compressive operation means for compressing a bit width
of the intermediate data to generate a secondary retrieval
data;

a secondary retrieval means for storing second storage data
in a manner to correspond to each word of the routing
information data, the second storage data being derived
by compressing the mask information data for word by
word, the secondary retrieval means comparing the sec-
ondary retrieval data with the second storage data for
word by word and outputting a secondary match signal
identifying a matching word;

an 1invalidation means for generating a final match signal by
altering the secondary match signal corresponding to the
primary match signal to be 1n a mismatch state for word
by word; and

a means for deciding a transier address to output a com-
munication data corresponding to the input communica-
tion data 1n accordance with the final match signal.

6. A method for deciding a destination address comprising

a routing information table incorporating plural words
therein, each word storing a routing information data and a
mask information data in pairs, the mask information data
determining whether or not each bit string of the routing
information data should be excluded as a retrieval data by
setting bit state;

the method comprising:

when a destination network address 1s input as a primary
retrieval data, performing, by the network device, a pri-
mary retrieval for comparing the destination network
address with the muting information data for word by
word to generate logical operation results among the
mask information data 1n a matching word as an inter-
mediate data;

performing, by the network device, a logical operation for
compressing a bit width of the intermediate data to gen-
crate a secondary retrieval data;

performing, by the network device, a secondary retrieval
for comparing a logical operation results with the sec-
ondary retrieval, data, the logical operation results being
derived by compressing the routing information data 1n
the one or more words matched in the primary retrieval;
and

deciding, by the network device, a transier address of an
output communication data corresponding to the input
communication data in accordance with the routing
information data corresponding to the word matched 1n
the secondary retrieval.
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