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(57) ABSTRACT

A leech trap consisting of a location marking float and an
enclosure having a removable 11d and a first plurality of holes
through the surface of the enclosure to allow entry of leeches
into the enclosure. The lower end of the enclosure 1s weighted
and contains a second plurality of smaller holes for rapid
drainage of water without loss of the trapped leeches.
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1
LEECH TRAP

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This mvention relates to fishing equipment, and more par-
ticularly to unattended leech traps for the capture of live
leeches.

2. Description of Related Art

Historically, bait harvesters trapped leeches using collee
cans, burlap sacks, aluminum tubes, or metal folding traps.
The harvester would bait one of these traps with frozen fish
parts or a piece of liver from a chicken, cow, or pig. A typical
technique was to place the baited trap in the water in the early
evening, check the trap in the early morning, and rotate the
traps between several locations known to produce leeches.

Prior art leech traps have the disadvantage that they corrode
or degrade due to the long time they spend underwater. Burlap
or other sacks tend to break down over time under water.
Metal traps, such as colfee cans or aluminum tubular or
tolding traps rust or corrode from contact with water. A fur-
ther disadvantage of prior art leech traps 1s that it 1s relatively
difficult to remove the trapped leeches from the traps.
Leeches readily adhere to cloth sacks. When a metal trap 1s
new, leeches do not readily adhere to the sides or bottom of
the trap, however as the trap corrodes the leeches adhere more
and more tightly to the surface of the trap.

Known prior art leech traps include U.S. Des. Pat. No.
420,417 to Daniels. The Daniels leech trap structure includes
a substantially cylindrical leech trap enclosure perforated by
numerous holes. The Daniels leech trap does not disclose a
trap having larger holes in the upper portion and smaller holes
in the lower portion, nor does 1t disclose a weighted lower
portion to ensure proper orientation during use. The Daniels
leech trap also does not disclose or suggest the use of a
location marking float to allow unattended use on shore or
from a boat.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It 1s therefore an object of this invention to provide a leech
trap that 1s relatively easy and mnexpensive to fabricate and
that 1s constructed of environmentally friendly materials that
will not corrode due to extended underwater use.

It 1s a further object to provide a leech trap that includes a
floating marker for easy location of the leech trap and a trap
that 1s weighted so as to maintain proper orientation during,
use, either on shore or from a boat.

Brietly, these and other objects of the invention are accom-
plished by providing a novel trap for retaining leeches. The
trap has an upper end and a lower end. The upper end has a
removable lid covering an opening 1n the trap. The body of the
trap includes two sets of holes through the surface of the trap.
The first set of holes perforates the upper end of the trap and
cach hole has a diameter at least one-quarter inch (0.25").
These holes are sized so as to allow leeches to easily enter the
trap. The second set of holes perforates the bottom and perim-
cter of the lower end of the trap and each of these holes has a
diameter less than one-eighth ofaninch (0.125"). These holes
are sized to allow water to drain from the trap while being too
small to allow leeches to pass through. The trap also includes
a location marking float and a line attached to the location
marking tloat and the enclosure to allow the location marking,
float to float on the surface of the water indicating the position
of the trap. The bottom of the trap includes a weight, prefer-
ably enclosed 1n a sealed cavity, for purposes of maintaining
the proper orientation of the trap during use.
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2
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of the trap structure 1n accor-
dance with the claimed 1nvention.

FIG. 2 1s a bottom side view of the trap structure 1n accor-
dance with the claimed 1nvention.

FIG. 3 1s a sectional side view of the bottom portion of the
trap structure 1n accordance with the claimed invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring to FIG. 1, there 1s shown the improved structure
of a leech trap 10 comprising a trap enclosure 15, aremovable
11d 11, a location marking tloat 13, and a line 12 attached to the
enclosure 15 at one end and to the float 13 at the other end. The
leech trap 10 can be constructed of environmentally friendly
materials that will not corrode due to extended underwater
use, and for example, can be constructed of an ultraviolet
resistant plastic. The body of the trap enclosure 15 1s perio-
rated by two sets of holes, entry holes 14 and drain holes 16.
The entry holes 14 are of sulficient diameter to allow leeches
to pass through into the trap enclosure 135 and they are posi-
tioned 1n the middle or upper portions of the enclosure 15. As
shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 the drain holes 16 perforate the
bottom of the enclosure and the lower portion of the sides of
the enclosure. The drain holes 16 are of small enough diam-
cter to prevent a typical leech from passing through and
exiting the trap.

The entry holes 14 are between one quarter and three
quarters of an inch (0.25"-0.75") 1n diameter. The drain holes
16 are less than one-eighth mnch (0.1235") 1in diameter. The
preferred hole diameter for best leech entry and retention 1s
one quarter of an inch (0.23") for the entry holes 14 and
between one sixteenth and one-eighth of an ich (0.0625"-
0.123") for the drain holes 16.

The Iid 11 covers an opening 1n the enclosure 15. The id 11
may be removed 1n order to place bait into the trap 10 as well
as to remove leeches retaimned within the trap enclosure 15.
The location marking float 13 1s attached to the trap enclosure
15 using a line 12. The line 12 1s long enough to allow the float
13 to rest on the surface of the water when the enclosure 15 1s
resting on the bottom of the body of water. The preferred
water depth for trapping leeches 1s from two to five feet, so the
line 12 1s preferably five or more feet long. The line 12
optionally may be attached to the tloat 13 by threading 1t
through a hole 1n the float and attaching both ends of the line
to the enclosure 15.

The leechtrap 10 includes a weight 22 attached to the lower
end of the enclosure 15. In the preferred embodiment, as
shown 1n FIGS. 2 and 3, the weight 22 1s enclosed 1n a cavity
20 on the bottom surface 21 of the enclosure 15. This con-
figuration 1s advantageous 1n that the weight, which may be
constructed of any suitably dense material, does not come
into contact with the water. This allows the use ol weights that
may degrade from contact with water or that may pose a risk
of pollution, such as weights including lead. Lead weights are
frequently used 1n fishing equipment but lead 1s increasingly
restricted 1n applications where 1t may be left in bodies of
water, such as shotgun projectiles used for waterfowl hunting.

Method of Use

The embodiment of the invention shown 1n FIG. 1 and as
described above can be used to practice a method of trapping
leeches by performing the steps of removing the 1id 11 from
the enclosure 15, inserting bait into the enclosure 15, securing
the lid 11 to the enclosure 15, submerging the enclosure 135 in
a body of water having a surface to a depth of from one to five
teet with a location marking tloat 13 attached to the enclosure
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15 by a line 12 of suificient length to allow the location
marking float 13 to rest on the surface of the body of water,
allowing the enclosure 15 to remain submerged for at least
one hour, retrieving the enclosure 15 by raising 1t to the
surface using the line 12 connecting the location marking
float 13 and the enclosure 15, and removing any leeches
retained 1n the enclosure 15. The bait employed may be vari-
ous types of meat, but a particularly effective bait for attract-
ing leeches 1s the liver of a cow, pig, or chicken. Although,
some success trapping leeches may be had by submerging the
trap 10 for as little as an hour, greater success may be achieved
by submerging the trap 10 1n a body of water 1n the evening
and allowing 1t to remain in the body of water until the next
morning. The location marking float 13 provides a convenient

10

way to locate multiple traps 10 that have been left in abody of 15

water unattended over night. The location marking float 13
turther provides a convenient location to grasp the line 12 1n
order to raise the trap 10 to the surface. This method may be
practiced from a boat as well as from shore.

Various modifications, substitutions, and changes may be 20

made in the structure and embodiments shown without
departing from the concept of the invention. Therefore, the
scope of the invention 1s to be determined by the terminology
of the following claims and the legal equivalents thereof.

The invention claimed 1s:

1. An apparatus for retaining leeches, comprising:

an enclosure having an upper end and a lower end and
including a plurality of holes through a surface of the
enclosure, said plurality of holes include a first plurality
of holes 1n the upper end each with a diameter at least

25
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one-quarter of an inch to three-quarters of an inch and a
second plurality of holes in the lower end each with a
diameter between one-sixteenth of an inch and one-
cighth of an inch;

a removable lid covering an opening in the enclosure;

a location marking float;

a marking line of predetermined length, attached to the
location marking float and the enclosure; and

a weight attached to the lower end of the enclosure,
wherein the weight 1s entirely enclosed within a cavity
located on the lower end of the enclosure.

2. The apparatus of claim 1,

wherein the enclosure 1s comprised of an ultraviolet resis-
tant plastic.

3. A method of trapping leeches, the method comprising

the steps of:

providing the apparatus for retaining leeches of claim 1;

inserting bait into the enclosure;

submerging the enclosure 1n a body of water to a depth of
from one to five feet with the location marking float
resting on a surface of the water;

allowing the enclosure to remain submerged for at least one
hour;

retrieving the enclosure by raising it to the surface of the
water using the line connecting the location marking
float and the enclosure:; and

removing any leeches retained 1n the enclosure.

4. The method of claim 3 wherein the bait 1s beet, p1g, deer,

or chicken liver.
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