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1
DISPENSING CARTON

RELATED APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 60/691,695, filed Jun. 17, 2003, the entire
contents of which are hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND

Dispensing cartons having pivoting dispensers are known.
The cartons may accommodate discrete dispensable 1tems
through a dispenser opening. Such cartons are typically
formed from a blank having front, side and back panels, and
a plurality of top and bottom flaps for closing the top and
bottom ends of the carton, respectively. The bottom flaps are
typically of a complex interlocking configuration, which may
require manual closure and/or the use of complex machinery
to close the bottom end of the carton.

SUMMARY

According to first embodiment, a carton comprises a back
panel, a first side panel, a second side panel, a front panel, and
a bottom panel. A pivotable dispenser 1s formed 1n the front
panel. The bottom panel covers essentially all of a bottom
opening ol the carton, and may be constructed from a sub-
stantially rectangular panel.

According to one aspect of the invention, the bottom of the
carton may be closed by one or more simple folding opera-
tions. For example, i1 bottom side flaps are included in the
carton blank, the bottom of the carton may be closed by
folding the bottom side flaps inwardly and then folding the
bottom panel over the bottom side flaps. The carton bottom
can be closed without, for example, the use of adhesives or
other chemical joining means.

Other aspects, features, and details of embodiments of the
present invention can be more completely understood by
reference to the following detailed description of preferred
embodiments, taken 1n conjunction with the drawings figures
and from the appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING
FIGURES

According to common practice, the various features of the
drawings discussed below are not necessarily drawn to scale.
Dimensions of various features and elements in the drawings
may be expanded or reduced to more clearly illustrate the
embodiments of the mnvention.

FIG. 11saplanview of a blank used to form a carton having,
a dispenser according to a first embodiment of the invention.

FI1G. 2 1llustrates a folding and adhering step during erec-
tion of the first carton embodiment.

FI1G. 3 illustrates a folding step during erection of the first
carton embodiment.

FI1G. 4 1llustrates a folding and adhering step during erec-
tion of the first carton embodiment.

FIG. § 1illustrates the first carton embodiment.

FIG. 6 illustrates the first carton embodiment with the
dispenser open.

FIG. 7 illustrates the first carton embodiment with the
dispenser open and the top of the carton open.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present embodiments are addressed to a dispensing
carton having a pivoting dispenser and a bottom panel that 1s
casily constructed.
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FIG. 11s aplan view of a first, exterior side of a blank 8 used
to form a carton 150 (1llustrated 1n FIGS. 4-7) according to a
first embodiment of the mvention. The first side will be dis-
posed on the exterior of the erected carton 150. The blank 8
comprises a first side panel 10 foldably connected to a front
panel 20 at a first transverse fold line 21, a second side panel
30 foldably connected to the front panel 20 at a second trans-
verse Told line 31, a back panel 40 foldably connected to the
second side panel 30 at a third transverse fold line 41, a top
panel 50 foldably connected to the back panel 40 at a longi-
tudinal fold line 51, and a bottom panel 60 foldably connected
to the back panel 40 at a longitudinal fold line 61.

The first side panel 10 1s foldably connected to a first top
side flap 12 and a first bottom side flap 14. The second side
panel 30 1s foldably connected to a second top side flap 32 and
a second bottom side flap 34. The first and second top side
flaps 12, 32 may be foldably connected at longitudinal fold
lines 13, 33, respectively. The top panel 50 1s foldably con-
nected to a top tuck or closure flap 52 at a longitudinal fold
line 56 that may include cuts 53 at opposite ends of the fold
line. The back panel 40 1s foldably connected to an adhesive
panel 42 at a transverse fold line 43.

The first and second bottom side flaps 14, 34 may be
foldably connected at longitudinal fold lines 15, 35, respec-
tively. According to one aspect of the mvention, the first and
second bottom side flaps 14, 34 are substantially smaller than
the bottom panel 60, and are intended to be disposed within
the carton interior with respect to the bottom panel 60.
According to one aspect of the invention, the bottom side
flaps 14, 34 can be less than half the size of the bottom panel
60. The bottom panel 60 1s foldably connected to a bottom
tuck or closure flap 62 at a longitudinal fold line 66 that may
include cuts 63 at opposite ends of the fold line 66.

According to one aspect of the mmvention, the blank 8
includes a dispenser pattern 100 defiming a first, front or outer
dispenser panel 24, and a second, inner dispenser panel 70.
The dispenser pattern 100 defines a dispenser 160 in the
erected carton 150 (1llustrated in FIGS. 4-7). The outer dis-
penser panel 24 1s defined by a longitudinal fold line 25, a
curved cut-space line 26, and transverse cut-space lines 27, 29
in the front panel 20. An access line 28 may also be formed 1n
the front dispenser panel 24.

The mner dispenser panel 70 1s foldably attached to a
bottom edge of the front panel 20 at a longitudinal fold line
71, and includes a base panel 74, an inner pivot panel 72, and
first and second side extensions 76, 78. The first and second
side extensions 76, 78 are foldably connected to opposite
sides of the mnner pivot panel 72 attransverse fold lines 82, 84,
respectively. The first and second side extensions 76, 78
include respective first and second stops 86, 88 that limait the
outward extension of the pivoting panels 24, 72 from the
erected carton 150.

The perimeter lines 26, 27, 29 defining the upper portion of
the front dispenser panel 24 and the access line 28 are illus-
trated as cut-space lines. Other lines of disruption such as
cuts, or breachable lines of disruption such as cut-score lines
or score lines or tear lines 1n general can be used to define the
upper perimeter of the outer dispenser panel 24. Reference
numbers 96 and 98 illustrate exemplary adhesive locations
that can be used to adhere the panels 72, 74 to the panels 24,
20, respectively, as discussed 1n further detail below.

The panels 24, 74, 72 have a width W, which generally

indicates a width of the dispenser 160 or the dispenser open-

ing in the erected carton 150. The front panel 20, as well as the
back panel 40, has a width W .. The panels 10, 20, 30, 40 have
a height of H_, which generally corresponds to the height of
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the erected carton 150. The front and back panels 20, 40 are
wider than the side panels 10, 30.

An exemplary method of erection of the carton 150 waill
now be discussed with reference to FIGS. 2-4. FIG. 2 15 a
perspective view of the mterior side of the carton blank 8
during an iitial folding an adhesion step. During erection,
the mner dispenser panel 70 1s folded upwardly about the
longitudinal fold line 71 so that the inner pivot panel 72
contacts the outer pivoting dispenser panel 24. Adhesive may,
for example, be applied at the locations 96, 98 shown 1n FIG.
1 so that the outer and inner panels 24, 72 adhere to one
another and so that the panels 74, 20 adhere together below
the panel 24.

Referring to FIG. 3, glue or other adhesive may be applied
to the exterior side of the adhesive panel 42 at the area indi-
cated by reference number 46, or to the interior side of the first
side panel 10 at the area indicated by reference number 16, or
to both areas. The back panel 40 may then be adhered to the
first side panel 10 via the adhesive panel 42. FI1G. 4 illustrates
the blank 8 with the interior side of the first side panel 10
adhered to the adhesive panel 42. The folded and glued blank
8 may then be opened to obtain a generally tubular configu-
ration or form with open upper and lower ends.

According to one aspect of the invention, the bottom of the
carton may be closed by relatively simple folding operations.
Referring back to FIG. 1, the bottom of the carton 150 can be
closed by folding the bottom side flaps 14, 34 inwardly about
the longitudinal fold lines 15, 35, respectively. The bottom
panel 60 1s then folded inwardly about the longitudinal fold
line 61 so that the bottom panel 60 closes all or substantially
all of the bottom end of the carton, with the bottom side flaps
14, 34 disposed in the carton interior with respect to the
bottom panel 60. The bottom panel 60 may be secured in
place by tucking 1n the bottom closure flap 62 so that it abuts
the front panel 20, or more precisely, the inner dispenser panel
70, which 1s adhered to the front panel 20. The cuts 63 at either
side of the fold line 66 may help secure the bottom panel 60 1n
place. The bottom panel 60 may be rectangular or generally
rectangular 1n shape, for example, and may serve to close all
or substantially all of the entirety of the bottom end of the
carton.

Similarly, the open top end of the carton can be closed by
tolding the top side tlaps 12, 32 and the top panel 50 inwardly.
The top panel 50 may be secured 1n place by tucking in the top
closure tlap 52.

FI1G. 51llustrates the carton 150 erected from the blank 8. In
the carton 150, the dispenser pattern 100 defines a dispenser
160. In FIG. 5, the access line 28 has been breached, leaving
an access opening in the outer dispenser panel 24. It the
access line 1s a cut-space line, the line 28 may be breached by
pressing 1n at the area defined between the lines 28 and 26.
Alternatively, the access line 28 may be a continuous cut and
the upper middle section of the line 26 may be a continuous
cut, the cuts defining a cutout aperture in the front panel 24.

FIG. 6 1llustrates the carton 150 with the dispenser 160
opened. The dispenser 160 may be opened by pulling the
pivoting outer dispenser panel 24 outwardly at the access
opening and tearing the front panel 20 at the vertical lines 27,
29 of the dispenser pattern 100. The mner pivot panel 72
(shown 1n FIGS. 1 and 2) of the inner dispenser panel 70 1s
adhered to the outer panel 24 and therefore also pivots out-
wardly. The first and second stops 86, 88 on the first and
second side extensions 76, 78 abut the inner surface of the
front panel 20 at the outermost pivot point of the dispenser
160 and thereby limits the outward pivot of the dispenser 160
trom the front panel 20. Pulling the dispenser 160 open leaves
a dispenser opening 161 1n the front panel 20. The dispenser
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opening 161 has a curved upper edge 126 and vertical side
edges 127, 129 formed by the breached dispenser pattern 100.
FIG. 7 illustrates the carton 150 with the top panel 50
opened and the dispenser 160 opened. Opening the top panel
50 leaves a loading opening 151 through which articles may
be loaded into the carton 150. For example, the carton 150 can
be loaded with articles through the open top of the carton after
erecting the carton 150. Alternatively, the carton 150 may be
loaded with articles during erection of the carton 150.

EXAMPL.

L1

A carton 150 as i1llustrated 1n FIG. 4 was constructed from
a blank 8 as illustrated in FIG. 1. The carton 150 had height
H_ofabout 4.6 inches and a front panel width W ~of about 5.2
inches. The width W, of the outer dispenser panel 24 was
about 4.45 1nches.

According to one aspect of the above embodiment, articles
can be stored 1n a secure, enclosed carton 150, and dispensed
through the p1voting dispenser 160. The bottom of the carton
150 1s closed by a relatively simple bottom panel closure that
requires only simple folding operations. The top and/or bot-
tom ends of the carton 150 may be closed without, for
example, the use of adhesive or other chemaical joining means.
Because the carton 150 can be closed without the use of
special machines, complex operations, or adhesives, dispens-
able 1tems can be loaded into the carton at any time. There-
fore, the carton 150 may be assembled and filled even after
delivery to the ultimate consumer. For example, 11 the carton
150 1s used as a dispensing carton for displaying items at a
retail store, articles may be loaded 1nto the carton after deliv-
ery of the carton to a retail facility. The simple bottom closure
allows even users unfamiliar with the carton to easily erect the
carton 150. Once articles are loaded into the carton 150, the
top and/or bottom of the carton may be closed, and the dis-
penser 160 may be opened so that consumers can access
dispensable articles 1n the carton 150. Also, after the articles
are dispensed from the carton 150, additional articles may be
casily placed in the carton 150 for dispensing by opening the
top panel 50.

In an alternative embodiment, glue strips having remov-
able coverings may be applied to the blank 8 at any or all of the
adhesive locations 96, 98,16, 46 (FIGS. 1 and 3). The remov-
able glue strip coverings may be removed, for example,
immediately prior to assembly of the blank 8 into a display
carton. In this embodiment, the blank 8 can be, for example,
delivered to a retail store as a flat blank, and the carton 150 can
be assembled by hand using the glue strips. Other forms of
manually applicable adhesive may also be used.

In accordance with the exemplary embodiments, the carton
may be constructed of paperboard, for example. The paper-
board sheets used to form the blank may be thicker and
heavier than ordinary paper. The blank, and thus the carton,
can also be constructed of other materials, such as cardboard,
or any other material having properties suitable for enabling
the carton to function at least generally as described above.

For example, the blank may be formed from coated solid
unbleached sulfate (SUS) board. The blank can also be lami-

nated to or coated with one or more sheet-like materials at
selected panels or panel sections.

One or more panels of the blank discussed above can be
coated with varnish, clay, or other matenals, either alone or 1in
combination. The coating may then be printed over with
product, advertising, and other mnformation or images. The

blank may also be coated to protect any mnformation printed
on the blank. The blank may be coated with, for example, a
moisture barrier layer, on either or both sides of the blank.
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In accordance with the exemplary embodiments, a fold line
can be any substantially linear, although not necessarily
straight, form of weakening that facilitates folding thereal-
ong. More specifically, but not for the purpose of narrowing
the scope of the present invention, fold lines include: a crease,
such as formed by folding; a score line, such as lines formed
with a blunt scoring knife, or the like, which creates a crushed
portion 1n the material along the desired line of weakness; a
cut that extends partially into a material along the desired line
of weakness, and/or a series of cuts that extend partially into
and/or completely through the material along the desired line
of weakness; and various combinations of these features. In
situations where cutting 1s used to create a fold line, typically
the cutting will not be overly extensive 1n a manner that might
cause a reasonable user to incorrectly consider the fold line to
be a tear line.

The above embodiments may be described as having one or
panels adhered together by glue. The term ““glue” 1s intended
to encompass all manner of adhesives commonly used to
secure carton panels 1n place.

For purposes of the description presented herein, the term
“line of disruption” can be used to generally refer to a cut line,
a score line, a tear line, a crease line, perforations, a fold line,
or other disruptions formed 1n a blank (or a combination of at
least one cut line, score line, tear line, crease line, and/or fold
line, or other disruptions). A “breachable™ line of disruption
as disclosed 1n the specification refers to a line of disruption
that 1s intended to be breached or otherwise torn during ordi-
nary use of a carton.

In the present specification, a “panel” need not be flat or
otherwise planar. A “panel” can, for example, comprise a
plurality of interconnected generally flat or planar sections.

The foregoing description of the mvention 1illustrates and
describes the present ivention. Additionally, the disclosure
shows and describes only selected embodiments of the inven-
tion, but it 1s to be understood that the invention 1s capable of
use 1n various other combinations, modifications, and envi-
ronments and 1s capable of changes or modifications within
the scope of the inventive concept as expressed herein.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A carton, comprising:

a back panel;

a first side panel;

a second side panel;

a front panel;

a bottom panel comprising a substantially rectangular
panel covering substantially all of a bottom opening of
the carton;

a dispenser formed at least 1n the front panel, the dispenser
comprising an outer prvoting dispenser panel formed
from the front panel, and an 1inner dispenser panel fold-
ably connected to a bottom edge of the front panel and
attached to an 1nner surface of the front panel; and

a tuck panel foldably connected to the bottom panel, the
tuck panel being tucked into an interior of the carton and
abutting the 1nner dispenser panel, wherein

when the dispenser 1s opened, a dispenser opening 1s left in
the front panel as the outer dispenser panel pivots away
from the front panel and allows access to the interior of
the carton.

2. The carton of claim 1, further comprising a first side
bottom flap extending from the first side panel and a second
side bottom flap extending from the second side panel, the
first and second side bottom flaps extending at least partially
across the bottom opening.

3. The carton of claim 2, wherein the bottom panel overlaps
the first side bottom tlap and the second side bottom tlap, and
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substantial entireties of both side bottom flaps are disposed 1n
the carton interior with respect to the bottom panel.

4. The carton of claim 1, wherein a pivoting portion of the
inner dispenser panel 1s adhered to an nner surface of the
outer dispenser panel.

5. The carton of claim 4, wherein the dispenser further
COmprises:

a first side extension foldably connected to a first side of the

inner dispenser panel; and

a second side extension foldably connected to a second side

of the mner dispenser panel.

6. The carton of claim 3, further comprising a pivotably
mounted top panel at least partially closing a top end of the
carton.

7. The carton of claim 6, wherein the carton 1s substantially
parallelepipedal, with the front panel being wider than the
side panels.

8. The carton of claim 1, wherein the outer dispenser panel
1s pivotable outwardly about a horizontal fold line disposed at
a bottom edge of the outer dispenser panel.

9. The carton of claim 8, wherein the carton 1s substantially
parallelepipedal, with the front panel being wider than the
side panels.

10. A substantially parallelepipedal carton, comprising:

a back panel;

a first side panel;

a second side panel;

a front panel;

a top panel;

a bottom panel at least partially covering a bottom of the

carton;

a first side bottom flap extending from the first side panel;

and

a second side bottom flap extending from the second side

panel, the first and second side bottom flaps extending at
least partially across the carton bottom and abutting the
bottom panel, wherein substantial entireties of both side
bottom flaps are disposed in the carton interior with
respect to the bottom panel, wherein

a dispenser 1s formed at least 1n the front panel, the dis-

penser comprising an outer pivoting dispenser panel
formed from the front panel and p1votable about a hori-
zontal fold line adjacent to a bottom of the front panel,
and an inner dispenser panel foldably connected to a
bottom edge of the front panel, the inner dispenser panel
comprising a base panel directly foldably connected to
the front panel and attached to an nner surface of the
front panel, and the inner dispenser panel comprising an
iner pivoting panel foldably connected to the base
panel and attached to an mner surface of the outer piv-
oting dispenser panel, and wherein

when the dispenser 1s opened, a dispenser opening 1s left in

the front panel as the outer dispenser panel pivots away
from the front panel and allows access to an interior of
the carton.

11. The carton of claim 10, wherein the dispenser further
COmMprises:

a first side extension foldably connected to a first side of the

iner dispenser panel; and

a second side extension foldably connected to a second side

of the mner dispenser panel.

12. The carton of claim 11, further comprising a tuck flap
toldably connected to the bottom panel, wherein the tuck flap
1s tucked 1nto the carton interior.

13. The carton of claim 11, wherein the carton 1s substan-
tially parallelepipedal, with the front panel being wider than
the side panels.
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14. A carton blank, comprising:
a back panel;
a first side panel;
a second side panel;
a front panel;
a top panel;
a bottom panel;
a tuck flap foldably connected to the bottom panel;
at least one bottom flap, wherein each at least one bottom
flap 1s less than half a size of the bottom panel; and
an 1mnner dispenser panel extending from a bottom edge of
the front panel, wherein
a dispenser pattern 1s formed at least in the front panel, the
dispenser pattern defining an outer dispenser panel in the
front panel, wherein the inner dispenser panel 1s foldably
connected at the bottom edge of the front panel so that
the imner dispenser panel 1s foldable upward to contact
the outer dispenser panel, and wherein the tuck flap 1s
foldable upward to abut the inner dispenser panel.
15. The carton blank of claim 14, wherein the bottom panel
extends from a bottom edge of the back panel.
16. The carton blank of claim 15, wherein the bottom panel
1s ol about the same width as the back panel.
17. The carton blank of claim 14, wherein the inner dis-
penser panel comprises:
a base panel extending from the bottom edge of the front
panel; and
an 1mner pivot panel extending from the base panel.
18. The carton blank of claim 17, wherein the inner dis-
penser panel further comprises:
a first side extension foldably connected to a first side of the
iner pivot panel; and
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a second side extension foldably connected to a second side
of the inner pivot panel.

19. The carton blank of claim 14, wherein the front panel 1s

wider than the side panels.

20. A method of erecting a carton blank, comprising:

providing a carton blank according to claim 14;

folding the mner dispenser panel upward;

adhering at least a portion of the inner dispenser panel to an
inner surface of the outer dispenser panel;

forming a generally tubular form from the front, side, and
back panels;

folding the bottom panel over a bottom end of the tubular
form; and

tolding the top panel over a top end of the tubular form.

21. The method of claim 20, wherein the at least one
bottom tlap comprises a first bottom flap and a second bottom
flap, the method further comprising folding the first bottom
tflap over the bottom end before folding the bottom panel over
the bottom end of the carton.

22. The method of claim 21, turther comprising folding the
second bottom flap over the bottom end before folding the
bottom panel over the bottom end of the carton.

23. The method of claim 22, wherein the bottom panel
overlaps the first bottom flap and the second bottom flap, and
substantial entireties of both bottom flaps are disposed 1n an
interior of the carton with respect to the bottom panel and abut
an inner surface of the bottom panel.

24. The method of claim 21, further comprising tucking in
a tuck flap extending from an end of the bottom panel.
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