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IMAGE PROCESSING APPARATUS AND
METHOD THEREOFK

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an 1image processing appa-
ratus and method thereof and, more particularly, to 1mage

processing for color-reproducing spot colors, a mixed color
region ol spot colors, and a mixed color region including spot
colors.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In general, printing and publishing processes, color proof
1s made using a proofer, an electrophotographic or ink-jet
color printer, or a momtor of a personal computer (PC) or the
like prior to main print processing. A technique required 1n
such case pertains to color simulation that accurately repro-
duces colors of a printing machine used 1n main print pro-
cessing.

The printing machine normally expresses colors by a sub-
tractive process using four color matenals, 1.e., cyan (C),
magenta (M), yellow (Y), and black (K), and these four colors
are called process colors. A printer that performs color simu-
lation or the like can reproduce mixed colors using the pro-
cess colors of the printing machine by a color management
technique. More specifically, profiles as databases that
describe the device characteristics are used to absorb a color
reproducibility difference between devices and, for example,
device A can simulate the characteristics of another device B.
Upon applying to color calibration of print processing, device
A corresponds to a printer or monitor for simulation, and
device B corresponds to a printing machine.

However, the printing machine often uses color materials

other than the process colors called spot color inks 1n addition
to the process colors. This 1s to meet the demand to use colors
which are hardly reproduced by mixing the process colors,
and to suppress cost. In order to stmulate such spot color by a
printer or the like, the spot color 1s expressed by a color value
(Lab value) on a device independent color space (DIC space)
such as an L*a*b* color space or the like on the basis of the
name of the spot color, and the Lab value 1s converted 1nto a
value such as a CMYK value or the like on a device dependent
color space.
No scheme for calculating a color obtained by mixing two
spot colors (to be referred to as “composite spot color’” here-
inafter) has been established yet. For example, as a method of
reproducing such composite spot color, a method of calculat-
ing one color value from the two color values of two spot
colors on the DIC space using an arbitrary method may be
used. However, this calculation can give an approximately
correct value, but 1t cannot be an accurate calculation method.
For example, if a cyan value upon converting a given spot
color mnto a CMYK value 1s 90%, and that upon converting
another spot color into a CMYK value 1s 80%, a cyan value
upon compositing these two spot colors 1s 170% 11 their
densities are simply added. However, the upper limit of the
density value 1s 100%, and inconsistency occurs.

Even 1n case of the DIC space, since color spaces such as
L*a*b*, XYZ, and the like, which are popularly used 1n color
management, have nonlinear characteristics, 1t 1s impossible
in principle to calculate color composition by means ot addi-
tion, multiplication, or the like.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The first aspect of the present invention discloses an image
processing method of processing an input image which uses a
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2

color material of a spot color except for process colors, the
method comprising the steps of: detecting a mixed color
region, where spot colors are mixed, from the mput 1mage;
calculating a calorimetric value of the detected mixed color
region by using density of each spot color in the detected
mixed color region and colorimetric values stored 1 a
memory, wherein the memory stores the calorimetric values
ol colors represented by mixing spot colors; and converting
the calculated calorimetric value mto color data depend on an
output device.

According to the present invention, the mixed color region
ol spot colors can be accurately color-reproduced.

Other features and advantages of the present invention will
be apparent from the following description taken 1n conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawings, 1n which like reference
characters designate the same or stmilar parts throughout the
figures thereof.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram showing the arrangement of a
printing server;

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram showing the arrangement of a
print processor;

FIG. 3 1s a conceptual diagram for explaining rendering
processing;

FIG. 4 1s a view for explaiming a method of obtaining
spectral data of a composite spot color;

FIG. 515 a view for explaining interpolation calculations of
the spectral data;

FIG. 6 1s a flowchart showing the processing of a spot color
Processor;

FIG. 7 shows an example of a combination table;

FIG. 8 1s a diagram for explaining an overview of process-
ing of the second embodiment (processing for obtaining a
color value of a composite color of two spot colors);

FIG. 9 1s a view for explaining the process for calculating
spectral data of a composite color from spectral reflectance
data of two colors:

FIG. 10 1s a block diagram showing the arrangement of a
printing server ol the second embodiment;

FIG. 11 shows a user interface provided by a controller;

FIG. 12 shows an example of a detailed setting window
displayed upon depression of a “detailed setting” button on
the user interface shown in FIG. 11, and an example of an
overlapping color setting window displayed upon depression
ol an “overlapping color setting” button;

FIG. 13 1s a block diagram showing the processing
arrangement of a spot color processor;

FIG. 14 1s a block diagram showing the arrangement of a
printing server of the third embodiment;

FIG. 15 1s a diagram for explaining the processing of an
overlapping region processor;

FIG. 16 1s a tlowchart for explaining the processing of the
overlapping region processor;

FIG. 17 1s a flowchart showing the processing of a spot
color processor;

FIG. 18 1s a block diagram showing the arrangement of a
print processor of the fourth embodiment;

FIG. 19 1s a view for explaining a method of creating a
spectral DB;

FIG. 20 1s a view for explaining iterpolation calculations
of spectral data:

FIG. 21 1s a flowchart showing the processing of a mixed
color processor;

FIG. 22 15 a block diagram showing the arrangement of a
print processor of the fifth embodiment;
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FIG. 23 1s a flowchart showing the processing of a spot
color processor; and

FI1G. 24 1s a flowchart for explaining a method of creating,
an RGB-spectral data conversion table.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Image processing according to the preferred embodiments
of the present invention will be described 1n detail hereinafter
with reference to the accompanying drawings.

First Embodiment

| Arrangement of Printing Server]

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram showing the arrangement of a
printing server of this embodiment.

A printing server 120 can be implemented by, e.g., supply-
ing soltware that executes processing to be described later to
a computer apparatus which has a CPU, RAM, and ROM. Of
course, the printing server 120 can also be implemented by
forming functional blocks to be described later by hardware
components, and combining these functional blocks.

The printing server 120 connects a network 101 via a
network interface card (NIC) 127, and receives data (to be
referred to as “PDL data” heremnafter) which includes spot
color mformation and 1s described using a page (or band)
description language from a client PC 100. Output data of a
CMYK value obtained by rendering the PDL data 1s sent to a
printer 102 to execute print processing. Note that the printing,
server 120 outputs data of a CMYK value when color cali-
bration 1s made using the printer 102, but 1t outputs data of an
RGB value when color calibration 1s made using a monitor.

A print response processor 121 of the printing server 120
executes reception processing of PDL data transmitted from
the client PC 100 1n response to a print request of the client PC
100 mput via the network 101. A spooling processor 122
temporarily stores the PDL data recerved by the print
response processor 121 1n a spool area assigned to a memory
such as a RAM, hard disk, or the like 1n the printing server
120. A print processor 123 reads out the PDL data from the
spool area, and interprets and renders the readout PDL data as
will be described 1n detail later. A controller 126 systemati-
cally controls the processes of the atlorementioned units via a
system bus 128.

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram showing an example of the
arrangement of the print processor 123.

PDL data 134 loaded into the print processor 123 1s inter-
preted by an interpreter 130 and 1s converted into intermedi-
ate code data. An intermediate code processor 131 applies
required processing, €.g., sort processing, 1mposition pro-
cessing, and the like to the mtermediate code data, and a
rendering processor 132 then renders the processed interme-
diate code data and outputs the rendered data as output data
135. The rendering processor 132 checks objects such as text,
line 1image, picture, table, and the like of the input intermedi-
ate code data, and controls an overlapping region processor
133 to process an overlapping portion of objects (overlapping
region).

The overlapping region processor 133 refers to the inter-
mediate code data for an overlapping portion of spot colors in
the overlapping region and instructs the names and density
values of these spot colors to a spot color processor 124. As
will be described 1n detail later, the spot color processor 124
obtains a color value (e.g., Lab value) of a composite spot
color on the basis of spectral data stored 1n a spectral database
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4

(DB) 125. Note that the spectral DB 125 is stored in a memory
such as a hard disk or the like of the printings server 120.

In this manner, the rendering processor 132 can obtain the
color value of the spot color, executes a color matching pro-
cess on the obtained color value, generates output data 135
such as a CMYK value or the like corresponding to the spot
color, and performs rendering processing using the generated

CMYK value.

In the first embodiment, the color matching process 1s
performed on colors except for the spot color by using a
profile of the input device and a profile of an output device to
convert an input color to a device value. For example, when
the input color imndicated by a CMYK value and the device
value of the output device 1s a CMYK value, the input color 1s
converted to an Lab value by using a CMYK to Lab conver-
s1on table of an mput device, and the Lab value 1s converted to
the CMYK value by using an Lab to CMYK conversion table

of the output device.

On the other hand, the spot color 1s converted to a color
value by the overlapping region processor 133, the spot color
processor 124 and the spectral DB 125, and then the color
value 1s converted to the device value by the color matching
process ol the rendering processor 132. For example, when
the output device 1s aCMYK device, a color value (ex. an Lab
value) 1s converted to a CMYK value depend on the output
device by using an Lab to CMYK conversion table of the
output device. The composite spot color and the spot color are
processed 1n the same way.

Note that conversion from spectral data into an Lab value 1s
executed that three color perceptual stimulus characteristics
obtained by multiplying spectral data by a color matching
function are integrated to be converted into an XY Z value,
and the XY Z value 1s then converted into an Lab value.

[Segmentation of Overlapping Region]

FIG. 3 1s a conceptual diagram for explaining the rendering,
processing.

Figure data included in intermediate data are applied with
different processing depending on their transparency
attributes. In case of opaque figures, the overlapping region
need not be specified. For example, when blue rectangle A
shown 1n FIG. 3 1s rendered, and red rectangle B 1s rendered
to overlap blue rectangle A, the overlapping region of the two
rectangles 1s overwritten by red of rectangle B, and the color
of the overlapping region need not be processed. In other
words, as for opaque figures, the overlapping region need not
be specified and segmented.

On the other hand, 1n case of transparent figures, the over-
lapping region must be rendered using an overlapping color
(mixed color), and that region must be specified and seg-
mented. For example, when blue triangle D 1s overlaid on red
triangle C, as shown 1n FIG. 3, the color of overlapping region
C+D 1s violet, and overlapping region C+D must be rendered
using violet. Hence, overlapping region C+D 1s specified and
segmented.

[Obtain Spectral Data of Composite Spot Color]

FIG. 4 1s a view for explaining the method of obtaining
spectral data of a composite spot color.

In order to examine the mixed color state of two spot
colors, patches obtained by mixing spot colors while chang-
ing their densities stepwise are printed, as shown in FIG. 4. In
this case, it 1s 1deal to print patches using a combination of a
printing machine and print sheets which are to undergo color
calibration. Approximately, patches may be printed using a
combination of another printer (e.g., the printer 102) and
general-purpose print sheets.
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When the density of each spot color 1s changed in incre-
ments of 25% within the range from 0% to 100%, five patches
are obtained per spot color. By combining two spot colors, a
sample chart 301 having 25 patches 1s formed. When a colo-
rimeter 302 measures the sample chart 301 in increments of,
¢.g., 5 nm or 10 nm 1n a visible range, spectral data 303
indicating spectral reflectance values of the visible range can
be obtained as many as combinations of the density values of
the two spot colors. Of course, spectral data between the
density values of neighboring patches can be calculated by
interpolation calculations of the spectral data 303.

FI1G. 5 1s a view for explaiming interpolation calculations of
the spectral data.

Onthe sample chart 301 shown in FI1G. 5, patches of orange
as a spot color are laid out 1n the vertical direction, and those
of green as a spot color are laid out 1n the horizontal direction.
In the following description, spectral data N of a given wave-
length A of a composite spot color when the orange density 1s
60% and the green density 1s 70% (to be referred to as “OG
(0.6, 0.7)” heremaftter) will be calculated. Let L1 be spectral
data o OG(0.5, 0.5), L2 be spectral data o1 OG(0.75,0.5), L3
be spectral data of OG(0.5, 0.75), and L4 be spectral data of
0G(0.75, 0.75). Then, spectral data of a patch located at the
midpoint of these four patches can be calculated.

As a method of how to proceed with mterpolation calcula-
tions, spectral data M1 when the orange density 1s 60%, 1.e.,
0G(0.6, 0.773), 1s calculated by linear interpolation 1n accor-

dance with a change in orange density from OG(0.5, 0.5) to
0G(0.75, 0.5). Likewise, spectral data M2 when the orange

density 1s 60%, 1.e., OG(0.6, 0.75), 1s calculated by linear
interpolation in accordance with a change in orange density

from OG(0.5, 0.75) to OG(0.73, 0.73). Then, spectral data N
when the green density 1s 70%, 1.e., OG(0.6, 0.7), 1s calcu-
lated by linear interpolation in accordance with a change 1n
green density from OG(0.6, 0.5) to OG(0.6, 0.73).

About several thousand spot colors are used. Of these spot
colors, several hundred colors are mainly used. Sample charts
301 are created by combining these mainly used spot colors,
table data of 1ts colorimetry result are registered as a colorim-
etry table, and a combinations of spot color names of respec-
tive table data are registered as a combination table 1n the

spectral DB 125.

| Spot Color Processor]

FIG. 6 1s a flowchart showing the processing of the spot
color processor 124.

The spot color processor 124 recerves the names of two
spot colors (e.g., the names of orange, green, red, and the like,
Munsel numbers, PANTONE® names, and the like) from the
overlapping region processor 133 (8101). The spot color pro-
cessor 124 selects a colorimetry table 1255 corresponding to
the two spot colors with reference to a combination table 1234
which 1s exemplified 1n FIG. 7 and 1s registered 1n the spectral
DB 125 (8102). The spot color processor 124 iputs the
density values (or those before or after the density values) of
the two spot colors to the colorimetry table 12356 to obtain
corresponding spectral data (5103). If the density values
match grid values of the colonimetry table 1255, spectral data
of the composite spot color 1s obtained by inputting the den-
sity values to the colorimetry table 1255. However, if the
density values do not match any grid values, values on grids of
the table near the density values are input to the colorimetry
table 12556 to obtain a plurality of spectral data required to
make interpolation calculations of the composite spot color.

It 1s checked 11 interpolation calculations are to be made
(S104). I interpolation calculations are required, the afore-
mentioned interpolation calculations are made using the
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obtained spectral data (S105). The color value of the compos-
ite spot color 1s calculated from the obtained or interpolated
spectral data, and 1s output to the overlapping region proces-
sor 133 (5106).

In this manner, a color value required to reproduce a com-
posite spot color formed by combining arbitrary spot colors at
arbitrary density values can be accurately calculated by the
spectral database that stores the spectral data of mixed results
of spot colors and the interpolation calculations.

In the above description, an example using 25 color patches
as the sample chart 301 has been explained. Of course, a
sample chart including more patches may be used.

The spot color processor 124 calculates a color value of a
region rendered by one spot color. The spectral DB 125 stores
spectral data corresponding to a plurality of density values of
the spot color. Therelore, the spot color processor 124 obtains
spectral data corresponding to the mput name and density
value of the spot color, executes the interpolation, and calcu-
lates a color value, as well as the process shown 1n FIG. 6.

Second Embodiment

Image processing according to the second embodiment of
the present invention will be described below. Note that the
same reference numerals 1n the second embodiment denote
the same components as in the first embodiment, and a
detailed description thereotf will be omatted.

[Calculation of Composite Spot Color]

FIG. 8 1s a diagram for explaining an overview of the
processing of the second embodiment, 1.e., a diagram for
explaining processing for obtaining a color value of a com-
posite color of two spot colors.

Two spot color data (e.g., the names of orange, green, red,
and the like, Munsel numbers, PANTONE® names, and the
like) are mput to a spectral retlectance calculator 1101. The
spectral reflectance calculator 1101 obtains matched spectral
reflectance data (to be referred to as “spectral data™ hereinai-
ter) from a spot color database (DB) 1102, and calculates a
spectral reflectance of a composite color of the two spot
colors. A color value calculator 1103 converts spectral data of
the composite color mput from the spectral reflectance cal-
culator 1101 1nto a color value on a device independent color
space such as CIELab or the like, and outputs the color value.
In this case, light source information (D350, D65, or the like)
of an observation light source 1s input. Of course, when one
spot color data 1s input to the spectral reflectance calculator
1101, a color value corresponding to that spot color 1s output
from the color value calculator 1103.

Also, spectral data can be obtained by printing a sample
chart including patches formed by changing the densities of
spot colors stepwise, and measuring the patches in the visible
range. Spectral data corresponding to a density between
neighboring patches can be calculated by linear interpolation
from the spectral data of these two patches. Therelfore, about
several thousand spot colors are used. Sample charts of
mainly used spot colors are created, and table data of colo-
rimetry results are registered in the spot color DB 1102,

FIG. 9 1s a view showing the process for calculating spec-
tral data ol a composite color obtained by compositing two
colors based on spectral retlectance data of the two colors.

Since the spectral reflectance is a reflectance of light by an
object for each wavelength, 11 the reflectance of light of given
object A at an arbitrary wavelength A 1s R ,(A), the energy of
reflected light when light of the wavelength A becomes inci-
dent on object A becomes R ,(A) times. Color composition
based on the subtractive process 1n print processing or the like
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can consider a case wherein, for example, light reflected by
object A (spectral reflectance R ,(A)) 1s turther reflected by
object B (spectral retlectance R 5(A)), and 1t 1s considered that
the energy of light which becomes R ,(A) times by (the color
ol) object A further becomes R (M) times by (the color) of
object B. That 1s, the spectral reflectance R(A) of the compos-
ite color of the two colors 1s given by R ,(A)xR o(A).

| Arrangement of Printing Server]

FIG. 10 1s a block diagram showing the arrangement of a
printing server ol the second embodiment.

Upon reception of spot color data included 1n PDL data
from the print processor 123, a spot color processor 1124
refers to the spot color DB 1102 and outputs a color value
(e.g., Lab value) corresponding to that spot color data. When
two spot color data are mput, the spot color processor 1124
outputs a color value of a composite color of these spot colors.
That 1s, the spot color processor 1124 executes the composite
spot color calculation processing shown in FIG. 8. Note that
the spot color DB 1102 1s stored in a memory such as a hard
disk or the like of the printing server 120.

[User Interface]

When the user selects “not apply spot color processing” on
a user interface shown in FIG. 11, the controller 126 does not
allow the print processor 123 to obtain a color value by
supplying spot color data to the spot color processor 1124. In
this case, the print processor 123 obtains a device CMYK
value or the like corresponding to spot color data with refer-
ence to a spot color-device CMYK value conversion table or
the like stored 1n a memory such as a hard disk or the like of
the printing server 120.

On the other hand, when the user selects “apply spot color
processing’, the controller 126 allows the print processor 123
to obtain a color value by supplying spot color data to the spot
color processor 1124. In this case, the user can make further
detailed settings using a user interface shown 1n FIG. 12.

FIG. 12 shows an example of a detailed setting window
displayed upon depression of a “detailed setting” button on
the user interface shown 1n FIG. 11, and an example of an
overlapping color setting window displayed upon depression
ol an “overlapping color setting” button.

When the user checks a “give priority to color settings of
spot colors™ check box on the detailed setting window, he or
she can independently make color settings 1n correspondence
with the types (image, graphics, text) of respective objects
designated with spot colors. Color settings (color matching
methods) that can be set for respective objects correspond to
the types of color conversion processes (tint priority, color
difference minmimization, brightness priority). That 1s, the
print processor 123 converts a color value input from the spot
color processor 1124 into a device CMYK value or the like. In
this case, the print processor 123 adopts the color matching
method according to the color setting which 1s set 1n accor-
dance with the type of object. When the user unchecks the
“o1ve priority to color settings of spot colors™ check box,
default color settings of the system are selected.

Furthermore, when the user checks an “apply high-accu-
racy processing’ check box on an overlapping color setting
window displayed upon depression of an “overlapping color
setting”” button on the detailed setting window, the composite
color calculations of spot colors based on spectral reflectance
data, which have been explained using FIGS. 8 and 9, are
executed.

In order to determine the color of an overlapping region of
objects, a corresponding color matching method must be
determined. If objects of different types overlap each other, a
color matching method to be preferentially used must be
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defined 1n advance. This definition 1s important upon execu-
tion of object-dependent color processing. In the second

embodiment, the priority order of object types can be set on
the overlapping color setting window. In the example shown
in FIG. 12, the prionity order 1s set as graphics, text, and
image. In this case, for example, when text and graphics
objects overlap each other, the color value of the overlapping
region 1s calculated, and a color matching method (*color
difference minimization” in the example shown in FI1G. 12) of
the graphics object with higher priority 1s then applied to
convert the color value 1into a device CM YK value. Likewise,
when 1mage and text objects overlap each other, the color
value of the overlapping region 1s calculated, and a color
matching method (“brightness prionity” 1n the example
shown 1n FIG. 12) of the text object 1s then applied to con-
version of the color value of the object.

Of course, when objects of the same type overlap each
other, a color matching method does not depend on the setting
of the priority order, and the color matching method to be
used can be uniquely determined. For example, when image
objects overlap each other, a color matching method (“tint
priority” in the example shown in FI1G. 12) of the image object
1s then applied to the conversion of the color value of the
object.

|Spot Color Processor]

FIG. 13 1s a block diagram showing the processing
arrangement ol the spot color processor 1124.

The spot color processor 1124 receives information 201a
and information 202a of two objects and their spot color data
(names and densities) 2015 and 2025 from the print processor
123, and calculates a rendering color. Each spot color data
includes a character string or the like. The spot color proces-
sor 1124 obtains spectral data 203 and 204 corresponding to
the character strings of the two spot color data from the spot
color DB 1102, and composites the obtained spectral data 203
and 204 to obtain composite spectral data 205. As the com-
position method of spectral data, the method described using
FIG. 9 can be applied. When the density values do not match
orid values of data stored 1n the spot color DB 1102, spectral
data of the corresponding density 1s obtained by interpolation
calculations.

Next, the spot color processor 1124 calculates a color value
(e.g., Lab value) 206 from the composite spectral data. The
color value 206 obtained 1n this case indicates a color of print
ink, and 1s not guaranteed to be a color falling within the color
gamut ol a prool printer which conducts color simulation.
Hence, the color value 206 must be converted into an appro-
priate color value. For this purpose, 1 the second embodi-
ment, color conversion processing 1s applied to the color
value 206. The color conversion processing 1s appropriately
switched based on the object types included 1n the informa-
tion 201a and information 202a of the objects since 1t must be
switched depending on the type of object (207).

il

The second embodiment prepares three different color
conversion processes, as described above. The spot color
processor 1124 selectively applies a tint priority color con-
version process 208, color difference minimization color con-
version process 209, and brightness priority color conversion
process 210 depending on the object type. The color value
after the color conversion process 1s output as a rendering
color 211 to the print processor 123.

When one spot color data 1s input, the spot color processor
1124 obtains its spectral data 203, converts 1t mto a color
value 206, applies the color conversion process according to
the object type, and outputs a rendering color 211.
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In this manner, a rendering color of a spot color or that of a
composite color can be accurately calculated 1n correspon-
dence with one spot color or a combination of arbitrary two
spot colors.

Third Embodiment

Image processing according to the third embodiment of the
present invention will be described below. Note that the same
reference numerals in the third embodiment denote the same
components as in the first and second embodiments, and a
detailed description thereot will be omatted.

| Arrangement of Printing Server]

FIG. 14 1s a block diagram showing the arrangement of a
printing server of the third embodiment.

The print processor 123 interprets readout PDL data to
convert 1t into mtermediate code data, applies required pro-
cessing, €.g., sort processing, imposition processing, and the
like, renders the mntermediate code data, and outputs the ren-
dered data as output data such asa CM YK value or the like. In
this case, the print processor 123 checks objects such as text,
line 1mage, picture, table, and the like of the input intermedi-
ate code data, and controls an overlapping region processor
1125 to process an overlapping portion of objects (overlap-
ping region).

The overlapping region processor 1125 instructs RGB data
and spot color data to the spot color processor 1124 with
reference to the intermediate code data for an overlapping
portion of RGB data (or CMYK data) and spot color data in
the overlapping region. The overlapping region processor
1125 obtains a rendering color (e.g., Lab value) of a compos-

ite color on the basis of spectral data stored in the spot color
DB 1102, as will be described in detail later.

| Segmentation of Overlapping Region]

As has been explained 1n the first embodiment using FIG.
3, the overlapping region need not be specified and segmented
for opaque figures. However, 1n case of transparent figures,
the overlapping region must be rendered using an overlapping,
color (composite color), and must be specified and seg-
mented.

| Overlapping Region Processor]

FIG. 15 1s a diagram for explaining the processing of the
overlapping region processor 1125, 1.e., a schematic diagram
showing the processing for extracting an overlapping region.
Note that figure data 1n this system 1s held 1n a memory of the
printing server 120 1n the form of a list structure, and 1s
processed as needed by respective processors.

As shown 1 FIG. 135, the overlapping region processor
1125 separates figure data (S1, S2, . . ., Sn) into a non-
overlapping region object list (P1, P2, . . . , Pn), and an
overlapping region object list (L1, L2, . . ., Ln). Note that an
object ol a non-overlapping region is an object which does not
have any overlapping region with another object. On the other
hand, objects of an overlapping region indicate an overlap-
ping portion of objects (for example, a rectangular region
formed by overlapping triangles C and D shown 1n FIG. 3).

Each of the figure data (51, S2, . . ., Sn) 1s designated with
a color space (e.g., an RGB color space, CMYK color space,
spot color space, or the like) and 1ts color value (e.g., numeri-
cal values (235, 0, 0) or the like, a character string “RED”
indicating a spot color, or the like) In case of the objects of the
non-overlapping regions, the designated colors of the figure
data (S1, 52, ..., Sn) are inherited to form the object list. On
the other hand, in case of the objects of the overlapping
regions, the color (composite color) of each overlapping

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

region must be newly calculated, and no rendering colors are
determined at the time of formation of the object list (L1,
L2, ..., Ln). In order to determine this rendering color, the
color (composite color value) of the corresponding objects 1s
calculated by the subsequent processing. In order to calculate
the composite color, the color values of source figures which
form an overlapping figure need be held.

For example, a case will be examined below wherein tri-
angles C and D overlap each other, as shown in FI1G. 3. Figure
data of triangle C 1s object S1 on the figure list. As the color
designation of object S1, “spot color space™ 1s designated as
a color space, and a character string “RED” 1s designated as a
rendering color. Also, figure data of triangle D 1s object S2 on
the figure list. As the color designation of object S2, “spot
color space” 1s designated as a color space, and a character
string “BLUE” 1s designated as a rendering color.

When an overlapping figure formed by overlapping these
two figures 1s object L1, two pieces ol color information
“RED” and “BLUE” are registered as color information of
object L1. That 1s, the color information registered in the
overlapping figure includes the color spaces (spot color space
in this example) of the objects of figure data (S1, S2) and their
color values (character strings “RED” and “BLUE” indicat-
ing colors).

In the third embodiment, upon calculating a composite
color, composite color calculation processing 1s switched as
needed for each color space. That 1s, when the color informa-
tion 1s an RGB value, mixed color calculation processing of

an RGB color 1s applied; when 1t 1s a CMYK value, that of a
CMYK coloris applied; and when 1t 1s a spot color, composite
color calculation processing of the spot color 1s applied.

FIG. 16 1s a flowchart for explaining the processing of the
overlapping region processor 1125.

The figure data list to be processed 1s acquired (S510), and
a data list (DEST list) including two lists, 1.e., the non-over-
lapping region object list and overlapping region object list, 1s
mitialized (S511). The first figure 1s copied from the figure
data list to the DEST l1st (S512), a loop condition 1s initialized
to start loop processing (5S513), and it 1s checked if the loop
processing 1s to end (5514).

IT 1t 1s determined that the loop processing 1s to end, pro-
cessing for extracting overlapping regions ends. I the loop
processing 1s not to end, the next figure 1s copied from the
figure data list to the DEST list (S515). Then, list information
of the DEST list and the number of registered objects are
confirmed (5516), and determination of figure attributes
(transparency attributes) and comparison of position infor-
mation are made so as to compare the figures already regis-
tered 1n the DEST list with the figure copied to the DEST list
in step S515 (5517). It 1s checked as a result of comparison 1f
figure segmentation 1s required (S518).

If figure segmentation 1s required, processing for obtaining
a segmentation region of the figures 1s executed based on line
information which forms the respective figures and the like,
and segmentation processing 1s applied to the figure copied to
the DEST list in step S515 (S519). Based on the segmentation
processing result, figures (objects) of a non-overlapping
region and overlapping region are created (5520). Then, the
figure copied in step S515 or the figures generated 1n step
S520 are registered i the DEST list (S521), and the flow
returns to step 3314.

Note that step S514 1s configured to determine that the loop
processing 1s to end 1f the figure obtained in 1mmediately
preceding step S513 1s the last one on the figure data list.
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| Spot Color Processor]

FI1G. 17 1s a flowchart showing the processing of the spot
color processor 1124.

The spot color processor 1124 receives information of one
object (non-overlapping region) or two objects (overlapping
region) and spot color data of the object (or objects) from the
overlapping region processor 11235 (S201), and obtains spec-
tral data corresponding to the spot color data from the spot
color DB 1102 (5202). In this case, spectral data correspond-
ing to the name and density value of a spot color 1s obtained
using the spot color data. When the density value does not
match any grid value of data stored 1n the spot color DB 1102,
spectral data of the corresponding density i1s obtained by
interpolation calculations.

Next, spectral data of a composite color 1s calculated based
on the obtained spectral data by the aforementioned method
(S203), and 1s converted 1nto a color value (e.g., Lab value)
(S204). The color conversion processing 1s selectively
applied 1in accordance with the object type mncluded in the
object information (S203 to S208), and the color value after
the color conversion processing 1s output as a rendering color
to the overlapping region processor 11235 (5209).

In this manner, the rendering color of the composite color
of the overlapping region can be accurately calculated.

Fourth Embodiment

Image processing according to the fourth embodiment of
the present invention will be described below. Note that the
same reference numerals 1n the fourth embodiment denote the
same components as in the first to third embodiments, and a
detailed description thereot will be omitted.

| Arrangement of Printing Server]

FIG. 18 1s a block diagram showing the arrangement of the
print processor 123.

The interpreter 130, intermediate code processor 131, and
rendering processor 132 can respectively call an overlapping,
region processor 1136 via a controller 1133 which controls
the print processor 123. Note that the controller 1133 exclu-
stvely controls the calls by the mterpreter 130, intermediate
code processor 131, and rendering processor 132. Therelore,
when the interpreter 130 makes the call, the intermediate code
processor 131 and rendering processor 132 cannot make the
call.

This exclusive control 1s executed by the controller 1133
which refers to the settings of the printing server 120 stored in
a nonvolatile memory. That 1s, the controller 1133 sets the
print processor 123 which of the interpreter 130, intermediate
code processor 131, and rendering processor 132 makes the
call. Therefore, when the user sets the printing server 120
from the client PC 100, he or she can switch which of the
interpreter 130, intermediate code processor 131, and render-
ing processor 132 makes the call as needed. In the following

description, assume that the rendering processor 132 makes
the call.

The overlapping region processor 1136 checks objects
such as text, line image, picture, table, and the like of the input
intermediate code data, and executes overlapping region pro-
cessing of an overlapping portion of objects (overlapping
region). The overlapping region processor 1136 obtains color
values (e.g., Lab values) from a spot color table 1139 for
objects designated with spot colors. Note that spot color data
includes a character string indicating the name of a spot color.
Therefore, the overlapping region processor 1136 obtains a
color value corresponding to the character string of the spot
color data from the spot color table 1139.
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When an overlapping region i1s found, the overlapping
region processor 1136 calls a mixed color processor 1137 to
calculate the color value of the overlapping region by desig-
nating object colors. In this case, the mixed color processor
11377 calculates the color value of the overlapping region with

reference to a spectral database (DB) 1138, as will be
described in detail later.

Note that the spot color table 1139 and spectral DB 1138
are stored 1n a memory such as a hard disk or the like of the
printing server 120.

The rendering processor 132 1s notified of the color values
ol the spot colors and the color value of the overlapping
region, which are calculated 1n this way, via the overlapping
region processor 1136 and controller 1133. The rendering
processor 132 executes rendering processing based on the
obtained color values, and generates output data 135 such as
a CMYK value or the like corresponding to the color of the
overlapping region.

Note that segmentation of the overlapping region has been
explained using FIG. 3, and the detailed processing of the
overlapping region processor 1136 has been explained using

FIGS. 15 and 16.

|Creation of Spectral DB]

FIG. 19 1s a view for explaining a method of creating a
spectral DB.

For example, 1n order to measure a color reproduced by
three color materials C, M, and Y, as shown 1in FIG. 19,
patches formed by changing the densities of the respective
colors stepwise are printed. Note that the fourth embodiment
uses a CMY color space as that for a mixed color. It 1s 1deal to
print patches using a combination of a printing machine and
print sheets which are to undergo color calibration. For an
approximate result, patches may be printed using a combina-
tion of another printer (e.g., the printer 102) and general-
purpose print sheets.

When the density of each color 1s changed 1n increments of
25% within the range from 0% to 100%, five patches are
obtained per color. By combining the three colors, sample
charts 1301 having 125 patches are formed. Therefore, as
shown 1n FIG. 19, a set of five color charts 1301, each of
which has 25 patches formed by ﬁxmg the Y den31ty and
changing the densities of the remaiming two colors, and which
are prepared by combining variations of the Y densities, are
created. When the colorimeter 302 measures the sample
charts 1301 1in increments of, e.g., 5 nm or 10 nm 1n the visible
range, spectral data 1303 indicating spectral retlectance val-
ues of the visible range can be obtained as many as the
combinations of density values of the three colors. Of course,
spectral data between the density values of neighboring
patches can be calculated by interpolation calculations of the
spectral data 1303.

FIG. 20 1s a view for explaining iterpolation calculations
ol spectral data.

Assume that, for example, C patches are laid out in the
vertical direction, M patches are laid out in the horizontal
direction, and Y patches are laid out 1n the depth direction on
the sample charts 1301 shown 1n FIG. 20. In the following
description, spectral data N when the C, M, and Y densities
are 60%, 70%, and 10% (to be described as “(0.6, 0.7, 0.1)”

hereinafter) will be calculated.

Assume that spectral data of patches P1', P2', P3', and P4’
on a color chart 13014 of Y=0% are:

P1'(0.5, 0.5, 0)=P1
P2'(0.75, 0.5, 0)=P2
P3'(0.5, 0.75, 0)=P3
P4'(0.75, 0.75, 0)=P4




US 7,692,831 B2

13

Likewise, assume that spectral data of patches P5', P6', P7',
and P8' on a color chart 130156 of Y=25% are:

P5'(0.5, 0.5, 0.25)=P5
P6'(0.75, 0.5, 0.25)=P6
P7'(0.5, 0.75, 0.25)=P7
P8'(0.75, 0.75, 0.25)=P8

Then, a colorimetric value of a patch at the midpoint of these
eight patches can be calculated.

As a method of how to proceed with interpolation calcula-
tions, spectral data L1 when Y=10%, 1.e., (0.5, 0.5, 0.1), 1s
calculated by linear interpolation 1n accordance with a change
in Y density from P1' to P5'. Likewise, spectral data .2 when
Y=10%, 1.e., (0.75, 0.5, 0.1), 1s calculated by linear iterpo-
lation 1n accordance with a change in'Y density from P2' to
P6'. Also, spectral data L3 whenY=10%, 1.e., (0.5,0.75,0.1),
1s calculated by linear interpolation in accordance with a
change 1n Y density from P3' to P7'. Furthermore, spectral
data L4 when Y=10%, 1.e., (0.73, 0.75, 0.1), 1s calculated by
linear interpolation 1n accordance with a change in'Y density
from P4' to P8'.

Then, spectral data M1 when C=60%, 1.¢., (0.6,0.5,0.1), 1s
calculated by linear interpolation in accordance with a change
in C density (50%—75%) corresponding to that from L1 to
P2. Likewise, spectral data M2 when C=60%, 1.¢., (0.6, 0.75,
0.1), 1s calculated by linear interpolation 1n accordance with a
change 1n C density (50%—73%) corresponding to that from
L3 to L4. Finally, spectral data N when M=70%, 1.¢., (0.6, 0.5,
0.1), 1s calculated by linear interpolation 1n accordance with a

change 1n M density (50%—75%) corresponding to that from
M1 to M2.

Not only the spectral data 1303 (1138a) but also a three-
dimensional table required to convert a color value (e.g., Lab
value) for rendering into a CMY value must be registered in
the spectral DB 1138. Then, CMY values corresponding to
orid values (e.g., Lab values) of the three-dimensional table
are estimated from the spectral data 1303 of the colorimetry
results by the above interpolation calculations to create an
Lab-CMY conversion table 11385, which is registered 1n the
spectral DB 1138.

| Mixed Color Processor]

FI1G. 21 1s a flowchart showing the processing of the mixed
color processor 1137.

The mixed color processor 1137 recerves color data (RGB
data, CMYK data, or spot color data) from the overlapping
region processor 1136 (51101), and converts the color data
into Lab values for rendering (S1102). In this case, RGB data
and CMYK data are converted into Lab values with reference
to an ICC profile 1140 (stored in a memory such as a hard disk
or the like of the printing server 120). Also, spot color data
includes a character string indicating the name of a spot color.
Theretfore, the mixed color processor 1137 obtains an Lab
value corresponding to the character string of the spot color
data from the spot color table 1139.

The mixed color processor 1137 converts the Lab values
into CMY values on the CMY color space for mixed colors
with reference to the Lab-CMY conversion table 11385 1n the
spectral DB 1138 (S1103). When an Lab value matches a grid
value of the Lab-CMY conversion table 11385, a correspond-
ing CMY value can be obtained by inputting that Lab value to
the Lab-CMY conversion table 11385. However, when an
Lab value does not match any grid value of the Lab-CMY
conversion table 11385, values on grids near that Lab value
are 1nput to the Lab-CMY conversion table 11385 to obtain a
plurality of CMY values required for the above iterpolation
calculations or tetrahedron interpolation, and a correspond-
ing CMY value 1s obtained by the interpolation calculations.
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Next, the mixed color processor 1137 obtains spectral data
corresponding to the respective converted colors onthe CMY
color space for mixed colors from the spectral data1138a (via
interpolation calculations 11 necessary) (S1104). The mixed
color processor 1137 calculates spectral data of a mixed color
(51103), converts the spectral data of the mixed color 1nto an
Lab value (81106), and outputs that Lab value to the overlap-
ping region processor 1136 (S1107). The spectral data of the
mixed color 1s calculated 1n step S1105 as follows.

Spectral data are measured as a set of reflectance data
indicating reflectance values of patches at a given wavelength
in the visible range (e.g., 360 to 760 nm). Therefore, 11 the
reflectance values of two colors at a given wavelength are

80% and 60%, the reflectance of a mixed color at that wave-
length can be calculated by 0.8x0.6=0.48.

In this manner, when the reflectance of a mixed color of two
colors 1n the visible range 1s calculated to obtain a set of
reflectance data of mixed colors, XYZ values and Lab values
can be obtained from them, as described above. Note that the
present invention 1s not limited to two colors, and Lab values
of mixed colors of combinations of arbitrary colors can be
calculated. That 1s, even when source data 1s RGB data,
CMYK data, or spot color data, respective colors are
expressed on the CMY color space for mixed colors. In this
way, spectral data corresponding to respective colors are
obtained, and their mixed color result (spectral data and Lab
value after mixing) can be accurately calculated.

Fifth Embodiment

Image processing according to the fifth embodiment of the
present invention will be described below. Note that the same
reference numerals 1n the fifth embodiment denote the same
components as in the first to fourth embodiments, and a
detailed description thereotf will be omitted.

[Print Processor

FIG. 22 1s a block diagram showing an example of the

arrangement of the print processor 123 in the printing server
120 of the fifth embodiment.

The intermediate code processor 131 checks objects such
as text, line 1mage, picture, table, and the like of 1nput inter-
mediate code data, and controls the overlapping region pro-
cessor 1136 to process an overlapping portion of objects
(overlapping region).

The overlapping region processor 1136 instructs RGB data
and spot color data to the spot color processor 1124 with
reference to the intermediate code data for an overlapping
portion of RGB data (or CMYK data) and spot color data in
the overlapping region. The overlapping region processor
1136 obtains a color value (e.g., Lab value) of a mixed color
on the basis of spectral data stored 1n a spectral database (DB)
1125, as will be described 1n detail later. Note that the spectral
DB 1125 1s stored 1n a memory such as a hard disk or the like
of the printing server 120.

In this manner, the intermediate code processor 131 can
obtain the color value of the mixed color including the spot
color of the overlapping region. The intermediate code pro-
cessor 131 embeds the obtained color value 1n the intermedi-
ate code data, and passes that data to the rendering processor
132. The rendering processor 132 executes rendering based
on the intermediate code data recerved from the intermediate
code processor 131, and generates output data 135 such as a
CMYK value or the like corresponding to the mixed color
including the spot color of the overlapping region.
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| Spot Color Processor]

FIG. 23 1s a flowchart showing the processing of the spot
color processor 1124.

The spot color processor 1124 receives RGB data (or
CMYK data) and spot color data from the overlapping region
processor 1136 (51201), and converts these color data into
spectral data (51202). In this case, the RGB data 1s converted
into spectral data with reference to an RGB-spectral data
conversion table 1125q 1n the spectral DB 1125. As for the
spot color data, spectral data corresponding to the name and
density value of that spot color 1s obtained with reference to a
spot color-spectral data conversion table 11255 1n the spectral
DB 1125.

The method of creating the RGB-spectral data conversion
table 1125a will be described later. Also, the fundamentals of
the creation method of the spot color-spectral data conversion
table 112556 are the same as colorimetry described in the
fourth embodiment. However, since about several thousand
spot colors are used, sample charts 1301 of these spot colors
are created and measured. Then, table data of the colorimetry
results are registered 1n the spectral DB 1125.

When data matches a grid value of the colorimetry table
1125a or 11255, spectral data corresponding to that data 1s
obtained by inputting the data to the colorimetry table 11254
or 112554. However, when data does not match any grid value,
values on grids of the table near that data are mput to the
colorimetry table 1125a or 11255 to obtain a plurality of
spectral data required for the interpolation calculations, and
corresponding spectral data 1s obtained by the same interpo-
lation calculations as described above or tetrahedron interpo-
lation.

The spot color processor 1124 calculates spectral data of a
mixed color based on the obtained spectral data by the afore-
mentioned method (S1203), converts the spectral data of the
mixed color 1nto a color value (e.g., Lab value) for rendering
(S1204), and outputs the color value to the overlapping region

processor 1136 (51205).

|RGB-Spectral Data Conversion Table]

FI1G. 24 1s a flowchart for explaining a method of creating
the RGB-spectral data conversion table 1123a. Note that this
processing 1s executed in advance by the controller 126 or the
like of the printing server 120.

Initially, initialization of the RGB-spectral data conversion
table 1125a, that of a masking matrix, and the like 1s made
(S411). Note that the RGB-spectral data conversion table
11254 1s a data class (or structure) which holds spectral data
corresponding to mput RGB values, and comprises array
data.

Loop counters r, g, and b are reset to zero (S412), and loop
processing for sequentially generating RGB values of 729
colors starts so as to create a table in increments of 8 steps
(9°=729 colors).

An Lab value 1s calculated from an RGB value ((327-1,
32g-1, 32b-1) 1n this example) (S413). If an RGB color
space (e.g., SRGB or AdobeRGB) 1s set by the system, an
RGB value can be converted into an XYZ value, and the XYZ
value can be further converted into an Lab value using a
corresponding ICC profile or the like.

A device CMYK value approximate to the calculated Lab
value 1s obtained (5414). Conversion 1nto the device CMYK
value uses a printer profile designated by the system.

The obtamned CMYK value 1s corrected by a secondary
masking matrix (S415), and spectral data corresponding to
the corrected C, M, Y, and K values are obtained (S416). For
example, if spectral data when cyan (C) 1s output at a density
value=100% 1s measured 1n advance, spectral data of C at a
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density value=50% can be calculated by linear interpolation.
Likewise, when spectral data of other colors, 1.e., magenta
(M), yellow (Y), and black (K) at a density value=100% are
measured 1n advance, spectral data at an arbitrary density
value can be calculated by linear mterpolation.

After the spectral data corresponding to the C, M, Y, and K

values are obtained, these spectral data are composited, as
described above, thus calculating spectral data corresponding
to the RGB value (5417).
Next, the calculated spectral data 1s converted 1into an Lab
value (S418), and a color difference AE between the Lab
value obtained 1n step S418 and that obtained 1n step S414 1s
calculated (5419). It1s then checked if the color difference AE
satisfies a convergence condition which is arbitrarily given in
advance (5420). If 1t 1s determined that the color difference
AFE does not satisty the convergence condition, the aforemen-
tioned secondary masking matrix 1s changed as needed
(S421), and the flow returns to step S415. On the other hand,
if the color difference AFE satisfies the convergence condition,
the spectral data calculated by the series of processes 1s reg-
istered 1n the RGB-spectral data conversion table 1125q
(S422).

It 1s checked 1f the loop processing 1s complete (S423). It
the loop processing 1s not complete yet, any of the loop
counters 1s mncremented (S424), and the tflow returns to step
S413. 1T all the loop countersr, g, and b have reached the value
of the increment width (*“8” 1n this example), 1t 1s determined
that the loop processing 1s complete, thus ending creation of
the RGB-spectral data conversion table 1125a.

In this manner, the table for converting an arbitrary RGB
value 1nto spectral data which reproduces that color can be
created.

In the above description, 125 color patches are used as the
sample charts 1301. Of course, sample charts including more
patches may be used.

Modification of Embodiments

The above description has been given under the condition
of a printing device. Of course, the effect of the present
invention 1s not limited by output devices, and the same effect
can be obtained for other output devices such as a monitor and
the like. In case of media of a printing system, a subtractive
process 1s applied. However, 1n case of a monitor of an addi-
tive process model or the like, mixed color models are ditfer-
ent, but the same efiect can be obtained as long as the object
upon configuring the system matches color simulation.

Other Embodiment

The present invention can be applied to a system consti-
tuted by a plurality of devices (e.g., host computer, interface,
reader, printer) or to an apparatus comprising a single device
(e.g., copying machine, facsimile machine).

Further, the object of the present mvention can also be
achieved by providing a storage medium storing program
codes for performing the aforesaid processes to a computer
system or apparatus (e.g., a personal computer), reading the
program codes, by a CPU or MPU of the computer system or
apparatus, from the storage medium, then executing the pro-
gram.

In this case, the program codes read from the storage
medium realize the functions according to the embodiments,
and the storage medium storing the program codes constitutes
the mvention.

Further, the storage medium, such as a flexible disk, a hard
disk, an optical disk, a magneto-optical disk, CD-ROM,
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CD-R, amagnetic tape, a non-volatile type memory card, and
ROM can be used for providing the program codes.

Furthermore, besides aforesaid functions according to the
above embodiments are realized by executing the program
codes which are read by a computer, the present invention
includes a case where an OS (operating system) or the like
working on the computer performs a part or entire processes
in accordance with designations of the program codes and
realizes functions according to the above embodiments.

Furthermore, the present mvention also includes a case
where, alter the program codes read from the storage medium
are written 1n a function expansion card which 1s mserted into
the computer or in a memory provided 1n a function expan-
s10n unit which i1s connected to the computer, CPU or the like
contained 1n the function expansion card or unit performs a
part or entire process in accordance with designations of the
program codes and realizes functions of the above embodi-
ments.

In a case where the present mvention 1s applied to the
aforesaid storage medium, the storage medium stores pro-
gram codes corresponding to the flowcharts described 1n the
embodiments.

As many apparently widely different embodiments of the
present invention can be made without departing from the
spirit and scope thereot, 1t 1s to be understood that the inven-
tion 1s not limited to the specific embodiments thereof except
as defined 1n the claims.

Claim of Priority

This application claims priority from Japanese Patent
Application No. 2004-360501, No. 2004-360502, and No.

2004-360503 filed on Dec. 13, 2004, which 1s hereby incor-
porated by reference herein.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An 1mage processing apparatus for processing an mput
image which uses a color material of a spot color except for
process colors, comprising:

a memory which stores colorimetric values of colors rep-

resented by mixing spot colors;

a detector, arranged to detect a mixed color region, where
spot colors are mixed, from the input 1image;

a calculator, arranged to calculate a colorimetric value of
the detected mixed color region by using density of each
spot color 1n the detected mixed color region and the
colorimetric values stored 1n said memory; and

a color conversion unit, arranged to convert the calculated
colorimetric value 1nto color data dependent on an out-
put device.

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the colori-
metric value 1s spectral data, and said calculator interpolates
spectral data corresponding to the density of the each spot
color 1n the detected mixed color region using a plurality of
the spectral data stored 1n said memory, and calculates a color
value from the calculated spectral data.

3. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said color
conversion unit converts mput color 1n a region of the mput
image, where the color matenial of the spot color 1s not used,
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into the color data dependent on the output device using
conversion data of an input device and conversion data of the
output device.

4. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said
memory stores tables respectively corresponding to each
combination of the spot colors, and each table indicates a
correspondence between density and a colorimetric value.

5. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said detec-
tor detects an overlapping region of objects, and determines
whether the detected overlapping region 1s the mixed color
region or not, based on transparency attributes of the objects.

6. An 1mage processing method of processing an input
image which uses a color material of a spot color except for
process colors, the method comprising the steps of:

detecting a mixed color region, where spot colors are

mixed, from the mput image;
calculating a colorimetric value of the detected mixed color
region by using density of each spot color in the detected
mixed color region and colorimetric values stored 1n a
memory, wherein the memory stores the colorimetric
values of colors represented by mixing spot colors; and

converting the calculated colorimetric value into color data
dependent on an output device.

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein the colori-
metric value 1s spectral data, and the calculating step mterpo-
lates spectral data corresponding to the density of the each
spot color 1n the detected mixed color region using a plurality
of the spectral data stored 1n the memory, and calculates a
color value from the calculated spectral data.

8. The method according to claim 6, wherein the converting
step converts input color 1n a region of the imnput 1image, where
the color material of the spot color 1s not used, into the color
data dependent on the output device using conversion data of
an mput device and conversion data of the output device.

9. The method according to claim 6, wherein the memory
stores tables respectively corresponding to each combination
of the spot colors, and each table indicates a correspondence
between density and a colorimetric value.

10. The method according to claim 6, wherein the detecting
step detects an overlapping region of objects, and determines
whether the detected overlapping region 1s the mixed color
region or not, based on transparency attributes of the objects.

11. A computer-readable storage medium storing a com-
puter-executable program for causing a computer to perform
a method of processing an mput image which uses a color
material of a spot color except for process colors, the method
comprising the steps of:

detecting a mixed color region, where spot colors are

mixed, from the mput image;
calculating a colorimetric value of the detected mixed color
region by using density of each spot color in the detected
mixed color region and colorimetric values stored 1n a
memory, wherein the memory stores the colorimetric
values of colors represented by mixing spot colors; and

converting the calculated colorimetric value into color data
dependent on an output device.
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