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1
LED LIGHTING FIXTURE

PRIORITY STATEMENT

This application 1s a continuation-in-part of and claims
domestic priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. §120 of co-pend-
ing and commonly assigned U.S. patent application Ser. No.
11/519,058 to Russell George VILLARD et al., filed Sep. 12,
2006, the entire contents of which 1s hereby incorporated by
reference herein.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

Example embodiments of the present invention 1n general
relate to a light emitting diode (LED) lighting fixture.

2. Description of the Related Art

LEDs are widely used in consumer lighting applications. In
consumer applications, one or more LED dies (or chips) are
mounted within a LED package or on an LED module, which
may make up part of a LED lighting fixture which includes
one or more power supplies to power the LEDs. Various
implementations of the LED lighting {ixtures are available 1n
the marketplace to fill a wide range of applications, such as
area lighting (roadway and/or parking lot illumination)
indoor lighting, backlighting for consumer electronics, etc.

Conventional area lighting such as roadway lights uses
high pressure sodium (HPS) bulbs which provide omni-di-
rectional light. Retlectors are used to direct some of this light,
but much of the light 1s lost 1lluminating unintended spaces.
For example with HPS bulbs, the typical lumen amount will
be 1n the tens of thousands of lumens, but all of that output
does not 1lluminate the intended area, such as a roadway area
for example.

LEDs offer improved light efficiency, a longer lifetime,
lower energy consumption and reduced maintenance costs, as
compared to HPS light sources. Conventional HPS bulbs are
susceptible to maintenance loss and surface, dirt and other
losses. Conventionally, area lighting fixtures used for road-
way 1llumination are attached on poles and include omni-
directional HPS bulbs with reflectors to 1lluminate the road-
way 1n different patterns based on different situations.

FIGS. 1A to 1G show types of roadway 1llumination. As

shown 1n FIGS. 1A to 1G, there are five primary types of

roadway illumination. The Illuminating Engineering Society
of North America (IESNA) 1s the recognized technical
authority on illumination and puts out specifications for the
five primary types of roadway illumination.

Type I 1llumination 1s a direct 1llumination 1n two direc-
tions along the direction of the roadway (if the road 1s a single
road) and/or 1n a straight directional pattern at a cross section
as shown 1n FI1G. 1B. FIG. 1C illustrates a Type II pattern and

shows a lighting fixture which directs light at an angle to
normal 1n either two directions, or 1n four directions as shown

in FIG. 1D.

Type III 1llumination 1 FIG. 1E shows a different angled
illumination from normal as compared to Type II 1n FIG. 1C,
where the angle of illumination from normal 1s narrower to
reflect a smaller coverage area. Type IV i1llumination (FIG.
1F) has an even narrower angle of 1llumination from normal
to create a different, smaller 1llumination area than either
Type II or Type III. The omni-directional lighting pattern
across the entire intersection which characterizes Type V
illumination 1s shown in FIG. 1G.

Conventional HPS lighting fixtures must be replaced with
a completely different fixture to change the lighting pattern at
a grven location. In order to change the shape and brightness
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of light output from a given HPS fixture, there 1s no way to
adjust the pattern other than replacing the entire fixture. Simi-
larly for LED lighting fixtures mounted on poles for area
lighting applications, to change the shape and brightness, the
entire fixture typically must be replaced.

SUMMARY

An example embodiment 1s directed to an LED lighting
fixture that includes a support plate having a first surface and
a second surface, a plurality of panels connected to the first
surface, 1n which each panel has an array of LEDs mounted to
a planar surface thereot, and a power supply provided on the
second surface of the support plate for driving the LED
arrays. At least one of the panels 1s fixed at an angle from one
of a vertical or horizontal plane bisecting the support plate.

Another example embodiment 1s directed to an LED light-
ing fixture that includes a support plate, and a plurality of
panels connected to the support plate. Each panel has an array
of LEDs mounted to a planar surface thereof, and each of the
panels 1s rotatable 1n at least two dimensions.

Another example embodiment 1s directed to an LED light-
ing fixture that includes a support plate, a first pair of front
panels, and a second pair of rear panels. Each of the front and
rear panels 1s connected to the support plate and has an array
of LEDs mounted to a planar surface thereof. One or more of
the front and rear panels are individually adjustable to create
a desired illumination pattern. The fixture includes a power
supply attached to the support plate for driving the LED
arrays.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Example embodiments will become more fully understood
from the detailed description given herein below and the
accompanying drawings, wherein like elements are repre-
sented by like reference numerals, which are given by way of
illustration only and thus are not limitative of the example
embodiments.

FIGS. 1A-1G show types of roadway 1llumination.

FIG. 2A 1s a bottom view of a LED lighting fixture in
accordance with an example embodiment.

FIG. 2B 1s a bottom view of a LED lighting fixture 1n
accordance with another example embodiment.

FIG. 2C 1s a bottom view of a LED lighting fixture 1n
accordance with further example embodiment.

FIG. 3A 1s a front view of a LED lighting fixture 1n accor-
dance with an example embodiment.

FIG. 3B 1s front view of a LED lighting fixture 1n accor-
dance with another example embodiment.

FIG. 3C 1s front view of the LED lighting fixture in FIG. 2C
in accordance with another example embodiment.

FIG. 4A 1s a detailed end view of the LED strip shown 1n
FIGS. 2A and 2B 1n accordance with an example embodi-
ment.

FIG. 4B 1s a detailed end view of the LED strip shown 1n
FIGS. 2A and 2B in accordance with another example
embodiment.

FIG. 5A 1s perspective view of a lighting assembly
mounted on a streetlight pole 1n accordance with an example
embodiment.

FIG. 3B illustrates overhead views of example lighting
assembly configurations on a streetlight pole.

FIG. 5C 1s afront view illustrating the LED lighting assem-
bly of FIG. SA 1n more detail.
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FIG. 6 1llustrates an example LED lighting fixture mounted
on a streetlight pole and configured to replicate a medium
Type II roadway 1llumination pattern.

FIG. 7A 1s a photograph 1llustrating a bottom side view
(inverted) of an example LED lighting fixture.

FIG. 7B 1s a photograph of the top side view of the fixture
in FIG. 7A to illustrate the power supplies.

FIG. 8 1s a photograph 1llustrating a bottom side view
(inverted) of an LED lighting fixture based on FIGS. 2C and

3C.

FIG. 9A 1s a bottom view of a LED lighting fixture in
accordance with another example embodiment.

FIG. 9B 1s a front view of the LED lighting fixture of FIG.
OA.

FIG. 10A illustrates a bottom view of a LED lighting
fixture 1n accordance with another example embodiment.

FIGS. 10B-10D illustrate variations 1n a front view of the
fixture 1n FIG. 10A.

FIG. 11A 1s a bottom view of a three-panel LED lighting
fixture 1n accordance with another example embodiment.

FI1G. 11B 1s a front view of the LED lighting fixture of FIG.
11A.

FI1G. 12 1s a planar or bottom view of a LED lighting fixture
in accordance with another example embodiment.

FIG. 13 15 a side view of a LED lighting fixture 1n accor-
dance with another example embodiment.

FIG. 14 1s front view of an LED fixture according to
another example embodiment.

FIG. 15 1s a perspective side view of a prototype LED
lighting fixture.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPL.
EMBODIMENTS

(L]

Example embodiments illustrating various aspects of the
present invention will now be described with reference to the
figures. As illustrated 1n the figures, sizes of structures and/or
portions of structures may be exaggerated relative to other
structures or portions for illustrative purposes only and thus
are provided merely to illustrate general structures 1n accor-
dance with the example embodiments of the present mven-
tion.

Furthermore, various aspects of the example embodiments
may be described with reference to a structure or a portion
being formed on other structures, portions, or both. For
example, a reference to a structure being formed “on” or
“above’ another structure or portion contemplates that addi-
tional structures, portions or both may intervene there
between. References to a structure or a portion being formed
“on” another structure or portion without an intervening
structure or portion may be described herein as being formed
“directly on” the structure or portion.

Additionally, relative terms such as “on” or “above” are
used to describe one structure’s or portion’s relationship to
another structure or portion as 1llustrated 1n the figures. Fur-
ther, relative terms such as “on” or “above” are intended to
encompass different orientations of the device in addition to
the orientation depicted in the figures. For example, if a
fixture or assembly 1n the figures 1s turned over, a structure or
portion described as “above” other structures or portions
would be oriented “below” the other structures or portions.
Likewise, 1f a fixture or assembly in the figures 1s rotated
along an axis, a structure or portion described as “above”
other structures or portions would be oriented “next to”, “left
of” or “right of”” the other structures or portions.

An example embodiment 1s directed to a LED lighting
fixture, 1n which the shape of emitted light from the fixture
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may be defined by determining or selecting mounting angles
of individual LEDs (also known as LED lamps), or mounting
angles of an array or group of LEDs affixed on a metal LED
strip, or multiple mounting angles to be set for multiple strips
of LEDs, attached to a planar surface of adjustable metal
panels of the fixture. As will be seen below, 1n some examples
the mounting angles of individual LEDs and/or LED arrays or
groups of LEDs on the strips are variable (1.e., adjustable
within the fixture). This enables an end user to tailor the shape
and direction of emitted light depending on an intended use.
In other examples, the mounting angles of individual LEDs or
LED strips on the panels, or angles that a panel 1s angled from
a horizontal plane of the fixture 1s fixed or determined 1n
advance from testing and adjustment to meet a particular
application. Once the desired configuration 1s achieved, the
lighting fixture may then be manufactured to specifications
(e.g., reproduced and designed in a suitable mount and hous-
ing for installation on a particular mounting structure such as
a light pole) such that these angles are fixed, and hence are not
adjustable by an end user of the fixture.

Accordingly, 1n one example the angle of a given panel
from the horizontal plane of the fixture may be set so as to
achieve a desired illumination pattern. The angle that a panel
1s set from the horizontal plane influences the shape or direc-
tion of light emitted from the LEDs strips or groups of LEDs
thereon. Additionally, the mounting angles of LED strips as
determined from the planar surface of its corresponding panel
may be set so as to achieve a desired 1llumination pattern. The
mounting angle influences the shape or direction of light
emitted from a line, column, group or array of LEDs that are
mounted on the strip.

Further, the shape of emitted light from the fixture may be
influenced or defined by the use of optical elements such as
reflectors and/or secondary optics on some or all of the LED
lamps. An optical element such as secondary optic modifies
the pattern and/or direction of emitted LED light into shapes
such as ovals, circles, etc. depending on the type of secondary
optic.

Additionally as will be seen 1n further detail below one or
more LEDs, such as an array, a line or a group of LEDs may
be arranged on a plurality of strips which are mounted on a
panel. The strips may be mounted on the panel so that two or
more LEDs on the same or different strips are angled relative
to each other. In one example the panel has a planar surface,
with two or more of the LED strips set at different angles from
cach other, relative to the panel planar surface. In an alterna-
tive example, the panel has a curved surface. On the curved
surface, LEDs of a given strip or group are at different angles
from each other, relative to each other on the curved surface of
the panel.

In one example, the LED lighting fixture described herein
may be applicable to area lighting applications such as road-
way street lights, parking lot and/or security lighting. For
these applications, a LED fixture having a high powered
lumen output 1s desired, with the LED fixture configured to
output a total lumen count in the downward direction of at

at

least 5,000 lumens, and a total output from the fixture of
least 6,000 lumens. However, the example embodiments may
be useable 1n other applications for lighting such as within an
office building, a home or a park, or any place where 1t 1s
desired to use most or all of the light output to i1lluminate an
intended area, and not just a general area of interest.

The example LED lighting fixture may thus be mounted on
a suitable structure above the area of interest, and 1s config-
ured to achieve or simulate a desired illumination pattern. The
desired 1llumination pattern can be achieved or simulated (a)
based on a determination or selection of the mounting angles
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for individual LEDs or LED strips on a given panel of the
fixture; and/or (b) based on the determination or selection of
the angle from horizontal that 1s set for one or more panel(s)
of the fixture; and/or (¢) based on the determination or selec-
tion of optical elements, such as secondary optics and/or
reflectors, to be fitted on one or more LEDs, or on LED arrays
or groups of LEDs of a given strip that 1s aflixed to the
panel(s). Based on the examples to be described below, LED
fixtures may be configured 1n accordance with one or more of
(a) through (c¢) above to achieve a total lumen count in the
downward direction of at least 7000 lumens and a total lumen
count for the fixture exceeding 10,000 lumens. These lumen
values are comparable to conventional 100 to 150 W HPS
bulbs used 1n streetlights.

Roadway lights may be located greater than 11 feet above
a roadway, typically 20-40 feet above a roadway and may be
classified as any of Type I, 11, III, IV or V, according to the
shape of the light output. Therefore, the example LED light-
ing fixture may be configured to achieve to desired 1llumina-
tion and/or light output to satisty any of these Type, I1, 111, IV
or V roadway illumination patterns, by adjustment of one or
more of (a) through (c) above.

FIG. 2A 1s a bottom view of a LED lighting fixture in
accordance with an example embodiment. In FIG. 2A there 1s
shown a bottom view of LED lighting 100 which, when
mounted on a streetlight pole would be facing downward to
i1lluminate a roadway or area below the streetlight. The fixture
100 includes a pair of panels 105 which are connected to a
hinge 110 there between. The hinge 110 permits either panel
to be adjusted at an angle to a horizontal plane of the fixture
100. Each panel 105 may be embodied as a metal plate of a
given thickness. As an example, the panels 105 may be of 14"
thick lightweight aluminum honeycomb panels such as those
tabricated by McMASTER-CARR.

Each panel 105 includes a plurality of LED strips 130
thereon. Each of the LED strips 130 may include an array,
group or line of LEDs arranged in series along the longitudi-
nal direction of the strip 130 across the panel 105, as shown in
FIG. 2A. In the example of FIG. 2A, six LED strips are
shown, each including an array of ten (10) LEDs 135 thereon,
for a total of 60 LEDs. The LEDs 135 may be arranged on
metal PCB (MPCB) strips having dimensions about 1x10
inches, for example. However, different configurations of
LED arrays or groups or numbers of LEDs may be employed
as would be evident to one of ordinary skill 1n the art.

The LEDs 135 may be made of any suitable color such as
blue LEDs, green LEDs, red LEDs, different color tempera-
ture white LEDs such as warm white or cool or soit white
LEDs. In an example, white light 1s typically used for area
lighting such as street lights. White LEDs may include a blue
LED chip and phosphor for wavelength conversion.

Certain LEDs 1335 may be fitted with a secondary optic that
shapes the light output 1n a desired shape, such as circle,
cllipse, trapezoid or other pattern. As shown in FIG. 2A, there
are 1llustrated two different optics 150 and 155, which are
fitted to the LEDs on the center and outside LED strips 130.
As will be explained 1n more detail below, the mounting
angles of the LED strips 130 may be adjusted or fixed at the
same or different angles with regard to a surface of the panel
105.

Each panel 105 may include a power supply for driving the
LEDs 135 on the LED strips 130. The power supplies may be
constant current drivers 175 which supply constant but
adjustable current with variable voltage, depending on the
number of LEDs 135. For example, a suitable power supply
may be a switch mode, switching LP 1090 series power
supply manufactured by MAGTECH, such as the
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MAGTECH LP 1090-XXYZ-E series switchmode LED
driver, for example. The driver has an adjustable voltage
range and the type of driver depends on the voltage drop of
cach of the LEDs 1n series 1n the LED matrx.

Each line of ten LEDs 1s electrically connected in parallel
to 1ts adjacent column or line over wires 125 and may be
equally spaced as measured in the horizontal direction from
the center of adjacent LEDs 133. In the vertical direction, the
LEDs 135 may also be equally spaced, for example.

FIG. 2B 1s similar to FIG. 2A; however, in F1G. 2B the LED
arrays or groups are broken up into strips 130A and 130B,
cach strip including a line, array or group of five LEDS 135.
It should be understood that the example shown 1n FIGS. 2A
and 2B are merely exemplary and that other array or group
configurations of LEDs 135 may be provided on the panels

105.

FIG. 2C 1s a bottom view of a LED lighting fixture 1n
accordance with another example embodiment. The wires
125, LEDs 135, specific optics 150/155 and references to
drivers 175 are not shown i FIG. 2C for clanty, it being
understood that the wires 125, LEDs 135 and drivers 175 are
included in fixture 100", and that different optics 150, 155
may be used for individual LEDs or strips of LEDs. Thus, the
clements 1n FIG. 2C are similar to elements shown 1n FIGS.
2A and 2B, but with some minor differences.

As 1n FIG. 2B, the LED arrays or groups may be broken up
into strips of five (5) LEDs 135 (LEDs not shown for clarity).

In F1G. 2C, there are shown sixteen (16) LED strips of 5 LEDs
each, for a total of 80 LEDs. However, FIG. 2C could be
modified to accommodate different numbers of LED strips as
shown 1n FIG. 2A or 2B, for example.

The LED strips 1n FIG. 2C are labeled 1n top-bottom pairs
as LED strips 132A and 132B, LED strips 134A/B, LED
strlps 136 A/B and LED strips 138A/B. Each of the strips
132A/B to 136A/B may have the same or different optics
thereon, and one or more LEDs and/or one or more LED strips
may have no optics thereon.

FIG. 2C also 1llustrates possible placements of hinges 145
on panel 105 to connect the strips 132A/B, 134A/B, 136 A/B
and 138A/B to the panel 105. This 1s only one example of
hinge 145 placement. The hinges 145 permut its correspond-
ing LED strip with LEDs thereon to be aimed so as to provide
the desired illumination to certain areas below the fixture
100" such as on a street. Accordingly, different LED strips
may be oriented at different mounting angles, so as to achieve
a desired 1llumination pattern.

In FIG. 2C, each of the strips 132A/B to 138A/B may be
angled outward from the panel surface 1n a vertical plane
bisecting the panels 105 at the midpoints of the panel 105,
either at the same or different angles. In this arrangement, the
ends 139 of the strips may meet at an “apex” at the midpoint
of the panel 105. For example, each strip 132A/B to 138A/B
may be angled outward 1n a vertical plane from the planar
surface of the panel 105 so that the ends 141 of the strips
attached to the hinge 145 make a 20 degree angle from the
panel surface, with the ends 139 at the midpoint meeting at an
apex. Ends 139 may be fixedly attached to each other at the
midpoint of the panel with suitable fasteming means. This 20
degree angle 1s merely exemplary; other angles are possible.

The angling of the strips 132A/B to 138A/B from the

vertical plane bisecting the panels 105 may act to increase the
width of the 1llumination pattern made by a given strip. More-
over, as in FIGS. 2A and 2B, the hinge 110 1n FIG. 2C permits
either panel 105 1n FIG. 2C to be adjusted at an angle to a
horizontal plane of the fixture 100", which also varies the

angles of individual strips 132A/B to 138A/B thereon.
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Theretore, FIG. 2C illustrates a fixture 1n which mounting,
angles of LEDs or strips of LEDs may be varied 1n one or both
the vertical and horizontal planes of the fixture 100" (two
dimensions). By additionally varying the angles between the
panels 105 and using the same or different optics on one or
more LEDs or strips of LEDs, a desired illumination pattern
or beam may be created which 1s comparable to existing
patterns, such as the Type I-V roadway 1llumination patterns.

FIG. 3A 1s a front view of a LED lighting fixture 1n accor-
dance with an example embodiment. In FIG. 3A, the fixture
may be a lighting fixture 100/100' such as 1s shown in FIGS.
2A and 2B, for example. The wires 125 have been removed
for purposes of clarity. In this front view, the LED strips 130
are shown 1n an end-on view. The drivers 175 are 1llustrated
on the top side of panels 105. The locking hinge 110 may
adjustable via a handle 115 attached thereto to change the
angle of the panels with respect to the horizontal plane. As
shown 1n FIG. 3A, each panel 1s adjusted at angle X from the
horizontal.

For clarty, the LED strips 130 1n FIG. 3A are labeled as
interior LED strips 132, center LED strips 134 and outer LED
strips 136. Each line of LEDs 135 may be mounted on a
printed circuit board such as a metal core printed circuit board
(MCPCB, not shown) along the longitudinal direction of each
strip 132, 134, 136. The LED strips 132, 134, 136 may be
ailixed to a metal bar 140, which in this configuration 1is
shown as an 1nverted U-bar 140.

Accordingly, a given LED strip includes the U-bar 140
with an array or group of LEDs 135 mounted thereon, and
clectrically connected to the drivers 175 via the wires 123 (not
shown) and the MCPCB. Additionally as shown 1n FIG. 3A,
a leg of each U-bar 140 1s attached to a planar surface 107 of
its corresponding plate 1035 by a hinge 145. This permits the
LED strips 132, 134 and 136 to be angled or adjusted to a
desired mounting angle from the surface 107 of the panel 105.
As can be seen 1n FIG. 3A, the mounting angle 1s an angle
along a horizontal plane of the fixture 100, such as the angle
from horizontal along the planar surtace 107 of the panel 105.
Different LED strips may be oriented at different mounting
angles, as shown by the angles . and 3 1n FIG. 3A (a=) so
as to achieve a desired illumination pattern. Therefore, the
fixture 100 may be configured to simulate or replicate a par-
ticular 1llumination pattern by adjusting (a) the panel or hinge
angle from horizontal (angle X), and/or (b) the mounting
angles of individual LED strips 132, 134 136 and/or (c)
through the use of optics (such as optics 150 and 1355) on
individual LEDs 135 of strips 132, 134, 136.

FI1G. 3B 1s stmilar to FIG. 3A and may be a lighting fixture
100/100' such as 1s shown 1n FIGS. 2A and 2B, for example.
However, in FIG. 3B, T-bars 160 may be used for mounting
the LED strips thereon instead of or in conjunction with
U-bars 140. Each leg of the T-bar 160 1s affixed to the surface
107 of 1ts corresponding panel 1035 via a hinge 1435, as 1llus-
trated 1n FIG. 3A. It will be evident to one of ordinary skill in
the art that different combinations of T-bars and U-bars sup-
porting the corresponding LED strips 132, 134, 136 may be
utilized on the panel 105 of fixture 100.

FIG. 3C 1s front view of the LED lighting fixture 100"
shown 1n FIG. 2C, to illustrate the use of different optics,
multiple angles, and different bar configurations supporting
the LEDs 135. FIG. 3C 1s similar to FIGS. 3A and 3B, but for
purposes of clarity does not show the locking hinge 110,
handle 115, wires 125 and drivers 175, it being understood
that these are included 1n fixture 100",

FI1G. 3C shows a front, end-on view of the top strips 132A,
134A,136A and 138A 1n the bottom view of FIG. 2C, 1t being,

understood that the view would be similar for LED strips
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1328, 134B, 136B and 138B. FIG. 3C does not 1llustrate the
clevated angle of each strip 132A, 134A, 136A and 138A 1n
the vertical plane from the surface 107 of each panel 105, 1t
being understood that these strips are angled vertically out-
ward at a given angle (such as 20 degrees) from the surfaces

107 of panels 105 as shown i FIG. 2C. As previously
described 1 FIG. 2C, the ends 139 of these strips 132A,

134A, 136A and 138A at the panel 105 midpoint meet the
ends 139 of strips 1328, 1348, 136B and 138B at the panel
105 midpoint to form an apex between each set of strips
132A/B, 134A/B, 136A/B and 138A/B.

In addition to the vertical angles of each of the strips, the
mounting angles of individual LED strips 132A, 134A, 136 A
and 138A in FIG. 3C may be different, and different LEDs or
LED strips may employ the same or difierent optics (such as
optics 150, and 155) on individual LEDs 135. In FIG. 3C,
LED strips 132 A are mounted on T-bars, with strips 134 A,
136 A and 138A being mounted on U-bars 140. The configu-
ration would be mirrored for LED strips 132B, 1348, 136B
and 138B.

However, 1n another example, T-bars 160 alone may be
used for mounting all strips thereon, to permit the ability to
move the strip 1n both directions. The single legs of the T-bars
160 and one “outer” leg of each U-bar 140 1s affixed to the
surface 107 of 1ts corresponding panel 105 via a hinge 145, as
illustrated i FIG. 3C.

As an example, the mounting angles may be set as desired
to stmulate a typical roadway 1llumination pattern as shown in
FIGS. 1A-1G. In a particular example, 1n FIG. 3C the fixture
100" may be configured to create a beam comparable to a
Type Il roadway lamp.

In FIG. 3C, the hinge angle of the panel 1s shown at a
negative 20 degrees from horizontal. For assimilating a Type
II roadway pattern, the strips 132A (and 132B of FIG. 2C, not
shown) may have no optics and have a 75 degree viewing
angle to generate a 75 degree beam directly below; with the
hinge angle set at —20 this gives a total of O degree offset.

A medium viewing angle optic 150 may be used for strips
134 A (and 134B, not shown). Strips 134A/B may be angled at
a 35° angle from the planar surface 107 of 1ts corresponding
panel 105. With its panel 105 at a —20 degree offset, this
provides a total 55 degree angle that, 1n conjunction with the
medium viewing angle optic 150, provides a 50° viewing
angle to generate a medium beam.

A spot optic 155 may be used for strips 136A (and 136B).
Strips 136A/B with the spot optic 155 may be set at a 12
degree viewing angle, and the strips may be angled at 55
degrees from surface 107. With the negative 20 degree hinge
angle, this provides a total angle of 75 degrees.

A circular optic 150 may be used for strips 138A (and
1388, not shown). Strips 138 A/B with the circular optic 150
may be set ata 19 degree viewing angle, and the strips may be
angled at 45 degrees from surface 107. With the negative 20
degree hinge angle, this provides a total angle of 65 degrees.

These are only example mounting angles to simulate a
given pattern, 1n this case a Type II medium lighting pattern,
other settings may be used.

FIG. 4A 1s a detailed end view of the LED strip shown 1n
FIGS. 2A and 2B 1n accordance with an example embodi-
ment. FIG. 4A 1llustrates an enlarged view of a U-bar 140
with LED 135 and optic 150/155 mounted thereon. As can be
seen 1n FIG. 4A, the U-bar includes a pair of legs 143 and a
generally horizontal surface 142. The MCPCB 137 with LED
135 and optic 150/155 mounted thereon may be attached by a
suitable epoxy to the horizontal surface 142 of the U-bar 140.
One leg 143 of the U-bar 140 may be attached to the panel 105

via a suitable friction hinge 145. In a variant, a pair of friction
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hinges 145 and 145' may be provided on either side of leg 143.
The legs 143 of U-bar 140 offer an additional benefit by
providing a heat dissipation function to allow heat to dissipate
from the LED 135 to the metal plate 105.

MCPCB 137 includes a positive voltage terminal and a
negative voltage terminal (not shown). Where two MCPCBs
137 are used 1n a single column, as shown in FIG. 2B, the
negative voltage terminal of one MCPCB 137 1s electrically
connected to the positive voltage terminal of the other
MCPCB 137 so that the ten LEDs defining a line, group or
array of LEDs are electrically connected in series.

FIG. 4B 1s a detailed end view of the LED strip shown in
FIGS. 2A and 2B 1n accordance with another example
embodiment. FIG. 4B shows an enlarged view of the T-bar
160 shown 1n FIG. 3B. Similar to the U-bar 140 shown 1n FIG.
4A, aleg163 ofthe T-bar may be attached to the panel 105 via
a Iriction hinge 145, and/or may be attached via a pair of

hinges on either side of the leg 163. The horizontal surface
162 of the T-bar supports the LED 135 thereon which 1s

attached to the MCPCB 137. The MCPCB 137 1n turn is
attached to the horizontal surface 162 via suitable epoxy, for
example. Although FIG. 4B shows an array or group of LEDs
135 without optics, the T-bar configuration may be used with
LEDs 135 fitted with a given secondary for example.

FIG. 5A 1s a perspective view of a lighting assembly
mounted on a streetlight pole 1n accordance with an example
embodiment, and FIG. 5B illustrates overhead views of
example lighting assembly configurations on a streetlight
pole. Referring now to FIG. SA, the LED lighting fixture 100
may be enclosed within a lighting assembly 500 for protect-
ing the power supplies 175 from the environmental condi-
tions. The lighting assembly 500 may be mounted to a stree-
tlight pole 350 as shown 1n FIG. 5A and configuration A of
FIG. 5B, or 1n one of the example configurations B-F shown
in FIG. 5B. Other configurations are evident to one or ordi-
nary skill in the art.

FI1G. 5C 1s a front view 1llustrating the LED lighting assem-
bly of FIG. SA 1 more detail. As shown 1n FIG. 5C, the
lighting fixture 100 1s attached to a suitable backing plate 502
via a pair of locking slide brackets 504 to enable adjustments.
The backing plate 502 may be made of a hollow aluminum or
honeycomb aluminum cell structure, for example, as 1s
known 1n the art. The backing plate 502 may be attached to a
pole mount assembly 506 so that the lighting assembly 500
may be affixed to the street light pole 550. A suitable clear
enclosure 508 may be attached to the backing plate 502 via
locking clasps 510 so as to enclose and protect the lighting
fixture 100 and drivers 175 (not shown 1n FIG. 5C for pur-
poses of clarnty) from environmental conditions. Enclosure
508 may be formed of a clear tough plastic material conven-
tionally used for streetlight fixture covers, for example.

FI1G. 6 1llustrates an example LED lighting fixture mounted
on a streetlight pole and configured to replicate a medium
Type Il roadway 1llumination pattern. For purposes of clarity,
FIG. 6 illustrates the LED lighting fixture 100 mounted atop
a streetlight pole 550 without showing the cover or additional
components such as drivers 175, wiring etc. In FIG. 6, the
embodiment of FIG. 3B 1s shown where the interior LED
strips are mounted on T-bars, and where the angled U-bars
support LED strips in the center and outside rows of the
fixture 100.

FI1G. 6 1s provided to illustrate how the LED lighting fixture
100 may be configured to achieve a desired illumination,
which as shown 1s a Type II medium roadway 1llumination
pattern, using the principals of the present invention. Accord-
ingly, one or more of the LED strips may be set at desired
mounting angles from the surface 107 of the panels 103 as
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shown 1n FIG. 3B, and the individual panels 105 adjusted
from a horizontal plane at a suitable hinge angle by the use of
the hinge 110 1 FIG. 3B. The combination of setting the
hinge and mounting angles with the use of optics may enable
the fixture 100 to achieve a desired i1llumination pattern.

FIG. 7A 1s a photograph 1llustrating a bottom side view
(1nverted) of an example LED lighting fixture; FIG. 7B 1s a
photograph of a top side view of the fixture of FIG. 7A to
illustrate the power supplies. The fixture 100 shown 1n FIGS.
7A and 7B 1s a prototype built by and tested by the inventors,
and for purposes of clarity 1s shown mnverted from 1ts actual
orientation, which would be facing downward from a light
pole to i1lluminate an area below. FIG. 7A thus illustrates
additional detail of the embodiment shown 1n FIG. 2A, 1n
which there are six LED strips 1n parallel (interior strips 132,
center strips 134 and outer strips 136) for a total of sixty, 80
lumen, white LEDs on each panel 105. Each illustrated panel
105 15 composed of 0.125" thick aluminum plates, 12"x6".
The panels 105 are set at a 20 degree offset angle from
horizontal (or negative 20 degree hinge angle).

As shown more clearly in FIG. 7A, a given LED strip 130
includes a plurality of serially arranged LED lamps 135
(these are best seen without optics on LED strip 132) mounted
on a U-bar 140. In this example, U-bar 140 1s composed on
6061 aluminum. As described above 1n FIG. 4A, each U-bar
140 includes a horizontal mounting surface 142 and two
extending legs 143 (not labeled; see FIG. 4A). The legs 143
provide an additional benefit as a source of heat dissipation
from the serial array or group of LED lamps 135 thereon.
Each of the LED strips 132,134, 136 1s affixed to its panel 105
by friction hinges 145 (best shown on strip 132) and 1s elec-
trically connected 1n parallel via wires 1235. The wires 125 are
connected to the constant current drivers 173 on the top side
of the fixture 100 (the side that would be facing skyward when
mounted on a light pole) as shown 1n FIG. 7B for providing
driving current to the LED lamps 135.

FIG. 7A further 1llustrates the principles of adjusting panel
angle with respect to the horizontal plane, using variable
mounting angles and using ditferent optics for the LED lamps
135 1n order to achieve a desired 1llumination pattern. The
prototype illustrated 1n FIG. 7A was configured to create or
replicate a medium Type Il roadway 1llumination pattern, as
shown 1n FIG. 6. Accordingly, the fixture 100 shown m FIG.
7A employed the principles of the invention to create a beam
comparable to a Type Il roadway lamp. For testing, the fixture
100 was mounted using eye bolts 180 1nto a position 20 feet
above ground level 1n order to determine the desired mount-
ing angles of the LED strips and/or the angle of the panels
105.

In this particular example, which i1s not limitative of the
present invention and which may be modified to accommo-
date any desired illumination pattern, the interior strips 132
were flush mounted to the surface of the panels 103, and no
optics were litted on the array or group of LEDs 135 mounted
on strips 132. Accordingly, in this configuration, the LED
strips 132 have a 75° viewing angle to generate a 50° degree
illumination pattern underneath the fixture 100, when the
fixture 100 1s mounted on a suitable support or street lamp
post, for example.

Each LED lamp 135 on the center LED strips 134 includes
a secondary optic 150. In this example, the optic 150 used on
strips 134 was a round, medium viewing angle optic manu-
factured by CARCLO® Technical Plastics. However, the
U-bar for strip 134 (on each panel 105) 1s fixed at a {irst angle
from the planar surface of 1ts panel 103. In this example, each
LED strip 134 1s angled at a 35° angle from the planar surface
of 1ts corresponding panel 135. With its panel 105 at a 20
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degree offset (or hinge 110 angle set at =20 degrees), this
provides a total 55 degree angle which, 1n conjunction with
the medium viewing angle optic, provides a 50° viewing
angle to generate a medium beam.

Outer strips 136 have an even different angle of inclination
from the plane of the panel 103 to provide an even different
viewing angle. In this example, the optic 155 employed was a
CREE® 144FE spot optic, which was fitted to each of the LED
lamps 135 on strip 136. The U-bar was setata 55° angle from
the planar surface of the panel 105, for a total angle of 75
degrees when combined with the -20 degree hinge angle of
its panel 105. The combination of panel angle, mounting
angle of strip 136 and spot optic 155 provided a 19° viewing
angle that generated a narrow, stronger spot beam in order to
illuminate at a longer distance away from the fixture 100.

Theretfore, different optics in different angles of the strips
130 as measured from the planar surface of the panels 105,
coupled with the hinge angles set for the panels 105, may be
used or selected 1n order to create a desired or intended
i1llumination pattern, such as the Type Il roadway 1llumination
pattern shown 1n FIG. 6.

The prototype fixture 100 shown 1n FIGS. 7A and 7B—six
arrays of 10 white LEDs each, was tested with a standard
Graesby 211 calibrated photometer system (traceable to
NIST) and performed using absolute photometry to evaluate
flux distribution and area coverage in simulating a Type I
roadway illumination pattern. The fixture 100 tested had elec-
trical specifications set at 120 VAC, 1.259 Aand 149.9 W. The
fixture 100 achieved desirable horizontal 1llumination results
in at least a 1x1 mounting height coverage area or greater on
the ground below. The mounting height tested was 25 feet,
although the mounting height could be set at a desired height
between 11 and 40 feet above ground level for example. The
flux distribution data from this test 1s set forth below 1n Table
1.

[l

TABL

(L]

1

Flux Distribution for Prototype Fixture - TYPE |

LUMENS DOWNWARD UPWARD TOTAL
HOUSE SIDE 2626 112 2738
STREET SIDE 3326 120 3447
TOTALS 5953 233 6186

FIG. 8 1s a photograph 1llustrating a bottom side view
(inverted) of another LED lighting fixture based on FIGS. 2C
and 3C. The prototype 1llustrated in FIG. 8 was also config-
ured to create or replicate a medium Type 11 roadway 1llumi-
nation pattern, as shown in FIG. 6. Accordingly, the fixture
100" shown 1n FIG. 8 employed the principles of the iven-
tion to create a beam comparable to a Type 1l roadway lamp.

The fixture 100" 1s shown inverted on a platform to better
see the makeup of LED strips and secondary optics on the
panel, as well as to highlight the various angles. The fixture
100" 1n FIG. 8 1s based on that shown 1n FIGS. 2A and 3A. For
purposes of clanty, LED strips in FIG. 8 are labeled 132, 134,
136 and 138, 1t being understood that these strips comprise
strips 132A/B, 134A/B, 136A/B and 138A/B as shown 1n
FIG. 2C, 3C.

FIG. 8 illustrates additional detail of the embodiment
shown 1n FIG. 2C, 1n which there are 8 sets of 5-LED strips in
parallel for a total of eighty, 80 lumen, white LEDs on a single
panel 105. The panel 105 may be composed of 0.125" thick
aluminum plates, 12"x6" and formed at a 20 degree oifset
angle from horizontal.
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One difference from FIG. 3C 1s that an L-bar instead of a
U-bar was used for mounting strips 134A-B, its being under-
stood that any combination of bars could be used as a mount
for the LED strips, and adjusted to desired mounting angles
on panel 105,

Another difference 1s that a single panel 105 was used.,
which 1s shown angled 1n 1ts center from horizontal. Accord-
ingly, a single panel 105 may be angled such as 1s shown 1n
FIG. 8, 1n lieu of using a locking hinge 110 between multiple
panels.

Unlike FIGS. 7A and 7B, for this prototype fixture 100" 1n
FIG. 8, individual LEDs or LED strips have been angled 1n
two dimensions. As described 1n FIG. 2C, 1n addition to the
lateral angle(s) from the surface of panel 105, each of the
strips may be angled outward from the panel surface 1n a
vertical plane. As best shown 1n FIG. 8, the ends 139 of the
strips 132 to may meet at an “apex” at the midpoint of the
panel 105. In FIG. 8, one end 141 of each of the strips 1s
attached to the hinge 145 (not labeled), and the other end 1s
attached at a midpoint of panel 1035 to 1ts corresponding strip
(1.e.,132A t0132B, etc.) so as to make a 20 degree angle from
the panel surface.

Although not labeled for purposes of clarity, a hinge 145
may be provided at the midpoint between the two strips
132A/B 1n FIG. 8, for example, to vary the angle of each strip
(such as strips 132A/B) in the vertical plane. The apex
between each set of strips can be readily seen at the midpoint
of panel 105 1n FIG. 8. This arrangement therefore orients or
angles the LED strips 132 to 138 1n a second, vertical dimen-
sion. This angle can be varied by providing a hinge at the
junction between the two strips.

The panel 105 15 angled 1n the middle thereof. The angle of
the panel 105 1 FIG. 8 1s at a negative 20 degrees from
horizontal. LED strips 132 in FIG. 8 have no optics and have
a 75 degree viewing angle to generate a 75 degree beam
directly below; with the panel angle set at —20 from horizon-
tal, this gives a total of 0 degree offset.

In this prototype, the optic used on strips 134 and 138 was
a round, medium viewing angle optic manufactured by CAR -
CLO® Technical Plastics. LED Strips 134 were angled at a
35° angle from the planar surface of panel 103, for a total 55
degree angle that, in conjunction with the medium viewing
angle optic 150, provides a 350° viewing angle to generate a
medium beam. Strips 138 employed the circular optic 150 set
at a 19 degree viewing angle. LED strips 138 we set at 45
degrees from the surface of the panel. With the negative 20
degree panel angle from horizontal, this provides a total angle
of 65 degrees.

Strips 136 have an even different angle of inclination from
the plane ol the panel 105 to provide an even difierent viewing
angle. In this example, the optic 155 employed was a CREE®
144E spot optic, which was fitted to each of the LED lamps
135 on strips 136. The U-bar was set at a 55° angle from the
planar surface of the panel 105, for a total angle of 75 degrees

when combined with the —20 degree hinge angle of 1ts panel
105.

Therefore, the fixture 100" of FIG. 8 employs different
optics, different mounting angles of the strips in two dimen-
s1ons, and an angled panel from horizontal to create a desired
or intended 1llumination pattern, such as the Type Il roadway
illumination pattern shown in FIG. 6.

Once a desired 1llumination pattern has been mechanically
achieved due to the adjustment of the angles and the inclina-
tion of the U-bars 140 and/or angle of the panels 105, and/or
due to the selection of optics on one, some or all of the LEDs
on a given LED strip, the configuration may be reproduced
with the adjustable strip mounting angle and panel angle
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features within a suitable waterproof housing (such as shown
in FIGS. 5A-5C) and mounted to a streetlight pole or other
support structure. Alternatively, once a given fixture 100 has
been configured to achieve or replicate a desired 1llumination
pattern, the optics’ characteristics, LED strip mounting
angles and hinge angle of the panels 105 can be recorded, and
a LED lighting fixture with fixed angles and optic character-
1stics may be manufactured for specified lighting pattern
application(s).

FIG. 9A 1s a bottom view of a LED lighting fixture in
accordance with another example embodiment; FIG. 9B 1s a
front view of the LED lighting fixture of FIG. 9A. FIGS. 9A
and 9B 1illustrate another fixture 900 that 1s configured to
create a Type Il roadway lighting pattern comparable to a 150
watt HPS cobra head lamp.

In the fixture 900 of FIG. 9A, the wires 125, LEDs 135 and
references to drivers 175 are not shown for clarity, 1t being
understood that the wires 125, LEDs 135 and drivers 175 are
included 1n fixture 900. Further, the hinges 145 are not shown
on each of LED strips 932,934, 936, 938, 1t being understood
that the bars of the LED strips may be attached to a panel 905
in a fixed relationship at some given angle to the panel surface
905 without hinges, or may be connected for variable move-
ment to panel 905 via one or more hinges. In an example, the
panels 905 may be of 0.125" thick lightweight aluminum
honeycomb panels, dimension 12"x6", such as those manu-
factured by McMASTER-CARR. Unlike previous embodi-
ments, there 1s no secondary optics fitted on the LEDs of
fixture 900.

The LED arrays or groups include eight (8) LED strips 932
to 938, four on each panel 905. Each LED strip 932, 934, 936,
938 1ncludes a matrix of 10 LEDs (not shown) 1n series on
MPCB strips having dimensions about 1x10 inches. Each
LED may be a 80 lumen, white LED for example, although
LEDs with an even higher lumen count could be used. Thus,
there are eight strips in parallel for a total of 80 LEDs. How-
ever, F1G. 9A could be modified to accommodate a different
number of LED strips, for example.

As will be seen 1n more detail in FIG. 9B, each of the strips
932 through 938 on each panel are angled from a horizontal
surface of its corresponding panel 905. Additionally, each of
the strips 932 to 938 1s curved instead of straight. As shown in
FIG.9A, each bar of an LED strip 1s configured in anarcof 15
degrees at its center to expand the light pattern outwards.
Additionally, the panels 9035 are angled from horizontal at an
angle of 20 degrees.

Referring to the front, end-on view of FIG. 9B, the panels
are shown set at a 20 degree offset from horizontal (panel
angle or hinge angle at —20 degrees from horizontal ). A hinge
1s not shown, it being understood that the panels 905 1n this
example can be hinged at a given panel angle from horizontal,
or fixed 1n place at a set panel angle, such as 1s shown 1n FIG.
8. In this example, none of the LEDs 935 1s fitted with sec-
ondary optics, and each LED 933 has a 75 degree viewing
angle. Each LED 935 1s mounted on a MCPCB (not shown 1n
FIG. 9B) which in turn 1s mounted on a longitudinally extend-
ing T-bar 960; only T-bars 960 are used 1n this embodiment.
Each T-bar 960 1s configured as shown 1n FIG. 4B, and can be
fixed 1n place at a given angle to the surface of the panel 905,
or connected to i1ts panel 905 at an angle that can be varied by
a suitable hinge connecting the leg of the T-bar 960 to the
panel 905. The example of FIG. 9B shows each of the T-Bars
960 fixed 1n place.

Accordingly, LED strips 932 and 934 on each panel 905 are
angled at 25 degrees from the surface of 1ts panel, or a total of
45 degrees inclusive of the 20 degree panel angle, strips 936
are set at a 35 degree angle (total 55 degree angle), and strips
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938 are set at a 45 degree angle (total 65 degree angle). The
differing angles of the LED strips with respect to the surface
of panels 905, coupled with the arced T-bars and angled panel,
cnables fixture 900 to mimic or create a Type Il roadway
lighting pattern comparable to a 150 watt HPS cobra head
lamp. Of course, other desired lighting patterns could be
replicated based on adjustment of one or more of the T-bar

angles, panel angle, and the use of secondary optics on one or
more LEDs 935 on one or more of the LED strips 932, 934,

936, 938.

For example, the prototype fixture 900 shown in FIGS. 9A
and 9B——eight arrays of 10 white LEDs each, was also used
to evaluate a Type III lighting pattern. The fixture 900 was
also tested with the Graesby 211 calibrated photometer sys-
tem using absolute photometry to evaluate flux distribution
and area coverage in simulating a Type 111 roadway 1llumina-
tion pattern. The fixture tested with electrical specifications
set at 120 VAC, 1.404 A and 167.5 W. The fixture 900
achieved desirable horizontal 1llumination results in at least a
1 x1 mounting height coverage area or greater on the ground
below, with a tested mounting height of 25 feet. The total
lumen output of the fixture was almost 8000 lumens, as 1ndi-
cated by the flux distribution from this test below.

TABL.

(Ll

2

Flux Distribution for Prototype Fixture - TYPE 111

LUMENS DOWNWARD UPWARD TOTAL
HOUSE SIDE 3531 412 3944
STREET SIDE 3483 432 3916
TOTALS 7015 844 7860

Therefore, 1t 1s within the scope of the example embodi-
ments that the designer or end user, by adjusting the angle of
the inclination of the various LED strips 1n multiple dimen-
s1ons with respect to the panels and/or the angle of the panel
from horizontal, with or without the use of optics, may
mechanically simulate any desired 1llumination pattern.

Accordingly, the described embodiments of the LED light-
ing fixture herein may satisiy the requirements of the IESNA
Type II roadway specification, and can be modified for Types
I, III, IV, V). The adjustability features described to adjust the
mounting angle and hinge angle of the panels potentially
could be useful 1n non-traditional applications, such as light-
ing a curved roadway, where keeping the light from hitting an
office building or residence would be desirable.

Therefore, the above example embodiments have
described an LED lighting fixture having one or more panels,
in which one or more of the LEDs or LED strips on the panel
can be mounted at an angle to the planar surface. In an
example, multiple LEDs and multiple strips may be mounted
at different angles to the planar surface. The LED strips may
be straight, curved and/or angled in multiple dimensions,
(e.g., both a horizontal plane from the panel surface and 1n a
vertical plane, as shown 1n FIG. 8).

In a further example, one or more LEDs may be fitted with
a secondary optic thereon. As shown, multiple LEDs on a
panel may be fitted with different secondary optics, or a
fixture can be configured without fitting optics on any of the
LEDs therecon. Additionally, the type of secondary optics
used can on an LED or group of LEDs can be the same for all
LEDs mounted at a particular mounting angle. As such, the
secondary optics foran LED or group of LEDs depends on the
mounting angle or range of angles of the LED or group of
LEDs. In a further embodiment, optical elements such as
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secondary optics and/or reflectors can be provided or fitted on
LEDs around only the outer edges of a given fixture, as shown
in any of FIGS. 2A through 2C, and 7A through 9B. In other
words, secondary optics and/or reflectors may be fitted on
LEDs along the outer edges of each of the four sides of the
fixture to direct light downward and/or to avoid 1llumination
of unintended spaces, (through the use of reflectors or optics
to re-direct the light at the edges of the fixture). Also, as shown
in FIGS. 7A and 7B, the angle at which a given LED of LED
strip 1s mounted to the panel can be fixed or vanable. As
shown 1n FIGS. 2C, 3C, 8, 9A and 9B, the angle at which one
or more LEDs or LED strips are mounted to the panel can be
fixed or variably adjusted in multiple dimensions. In the
embodiments described, the groups of LEDs may be mounted
on strips that are mounted at different angles. so thatthe LEDs
in a group of LEDs on a given strip are mounted at the same
angle. However, the LED strips or mounting surfaces for the
LEDs can be curved as shown in FIG. 9A so that a group of
LEDs mounted on a strip will have a range of angles.

The example embodiments of the present invention being
thus described, 1t will be obvious that the same may be varied
in many ways. Although the example embodiments have been
described with using a plurality of longitudinally arranged
LED strips mounted on the surface of the panels, other con-
figurations of LED arrays or LED groups may be utilized to
achieve a desired i1llumination pattern.

For example, a bowl or odd U-shaped module may be
ailixed to the planar surfaces 107 of the panels 105 so as to
provide a semicircular mounting surface for an array of LEDs
135 thereon. This may enable the LEDs 135 to be mounted at
several different angles to achieve a desired distribution of
light for a particular application.

FIG. 10A 1llustrates a bottom view of a LED lighting
fixture 1n accordance with another example embodiment, and
FIGS. 10B-10D illustrate variations 1n a front view of the
fixture 1n FIG. 10A. The fixture 1000 1n FIG. 10A illustrates
the use of panels or LED boards 1005 which may be set or
adjusted at multiple different angles. The LED boards 10035
may be formed from a single piece of metal that 1s shaped as
shown 1n FIG. 10A, so as to provide a fixture 1000 comprised
of multiple boards at multiple different angles. The fixture
1000 may thus be configured to assume different angled
configurations, as shown in FIGS. 10B to 10D for example.
Each board 1005 may include an array, group or matrix of
LEDs 1035 thereon. Various LEDs 1035, groups or arrays of
LEDs may be configured with or without optical elements, as
shown 1n FIGS. 2A, 2B and 3A-3C for example. In an alter-
native example, each of the boards 1005 may be hinged
together at angle points 1010.

Similarly, FIGS. 11A and 11B shows a three-paneled
embodiment, with panels 1105A, 11058 and 1105C are con-
figurable to be set at multiple different angles from each other.
Various LEDs 1135 or arrays or groups of LEDs may be
configured with or without secondary optics, as shown 1n
FIGS. 2A, 2B and 3A-3C for example. The fitting of second-
ary optics such as optics 150, 155 on LEDs which are atiixed
on a fixture 1100 with multiple-angled panels or boards 1105
may facilitate the replication of a desired beam pattern.

FI1G. 12 1llustrates a planar or bottom view of a LED light-
ing fixture 1n accordance with another example embodiment.
In FI1G. 12, a central panel 12035 may be connected to multiple
LED boards 1230 at multiple angle points 1210. The {ixture
1200 may be formed from one piece of metal, or may include
multiple panels attached to one another. The LED boards
1230 may be any desired shape, such as hexagonal, square,
triangular etc. Each LED board 1230 may include various
LEDs (not shown) or arrays or groups of LEDs mounted
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thereon, which may be configured with or without secondary
optics such as optics 150, 155 as shown 1n FIGS. 2A, 2B and

3A-3C for example.

FIG. 13 1s a side view of a LED lighting fixture in accor-
dance with another example embodiment. In FIG. 13, fixture
1300 includes a wound copper tube or coil, which as shown
has been cut 1in half so as to form an arced tube portion 1305.
The copper tubing can be sized to any desired length. An
example copper tubing product may be a 2 inch inside diam-
cter Type L copper coiled tubing such as a CERRO Model
01216 copper tubing product, 1t being understood that tubing
having different diameters and lengths may be used for a
given application. Further, although the tube portion 1305 1s
described as being made of copper for 1ts excellent thermal
conduction properties, the arced tube portion 1305 may be
composed ol another metal having excellent thermal proper-
ties. It 1s understood that materials with good thermal con-
ductivity other than copper may also be used such as silver,

alloys of copper or silver or other metal maternials having high
thermal conduction properties.

In FI1G. 13, the copper tube 1305 includes a plurality of bell
hangers 1310 attached thereto. The bell hangers 1310 are
generally bell shaped, and are attached to the arced tube
portion 1305 by a pair of clamps with clamp screws (not
shown for purposes of clarity), such that the bell hangers 1310
can be moveably positioned back and forth (or side to side)
around the surface of arced tube portion 1305. An example
bell hanger 1310 may be a SIOUX CHIEF 4 inch copper bell
hanger, model number [L.20351, which includes a pair of
claims, two clamp screws and a recessed mounting screw.

An LED (not shown in FIG. 13) may be mounted inside the
cup or bell portion 1315 of each bell hanger 1310 on a
MCPCB, suchas a 1"x1" MCPCB, for example. Given LEDs
may be fitted with optical elements such as secondary optics
and/or reflectors as desired for a given lighting application.

The fixture 1300 1s highly flexible, and each of the bell
hangers 1310 can be fully adjustable. Once a desired 1 ghtmg
pattern 1s achieved, the bell hangers 1310 can be fixed in
place, and holes or apertures may be drilled into the copper
tubing (shown generally at 1320) to permit the wires from at
least one constant current driver (not shown) to be connected
to the LEDs 1nside the bell portion 1315.

FIG. 14 1s front view of an LED fixture 1400 according to
another example embodiment. The fixture 1400 includes a
support plate 1410 which 1s shown 1n this configuration as a
12 1inch by 12 inch metal plate. In another example, support
plate 1410 may be an 18".times.18" aluminum plate having a
thickness o1 0.125 1n. A power supply 1420 1s attached on a
back surface 1412 of support plate 1410. An example power
supply 1420 can be a 36V, 4.2 amp constant current driver. In
this example, a plurality of LED panels (a pair of rear panels
1422 and a pair of front panels 1425) are connected to a
bottom surface 1414 of the support plate 1410 via a plurality
of support arms 1415 which are attached to hinges (not
shown) on the back side of the panels 1422/1425. In this
example, each of the panels 1422, 1425 1s shown as 6 inch by
6 inch aluminum plate, with each plate having an LED array
mounted thereon. The example embodiments are not limited
by these dimensions, and the panels 1422, 1425 can be
attached directly to bottom surface 1414 of support plate 1410
by rotatable hinge mount assemblies, as will be shown 1n
more detail below.

In an example, the LED array 1430 on each panel 1422,
1425 can include 30 LEDs 1435. The LEDs can be arranged
in a serial manner on sets of adjacent PCB strips 1432. The
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PCB strips 1432 can be mechanically fastened or adhered by
a suitable glue or epoxy directly to a surface of each panel
1422, 1425.

In an example, the wall system power applied to the driver
1420 for driving the LED arrays on each panel 1422,1425 can
be 120 VAC, 2.181 A, 169.8 W wall plug power. The ballast
output for this example can be 30.10 VDC, at 4.776 ADC and
143.8 WDC. However, the example embodiments are not
limited to the above applied power and ballast output ratings,
and can be adjusted based on the number of LED lamps to be
powered by driver 1420.

FI1G. 15 15 a perspective side view of a built prototype LED
lighting fixture showing one rear plate 1422 and one front
plate 1425 in further detail. The rear plate 1422 includes a
plurality of LED strips 1430 which have a plurality and LEDs
1435 therecon. Each panel 1422, 1425 1n one example can
include an array 1430 of 30 LEDs arranged 1n a serial manner
on sets of adjacent PCB strips 1432. As discussed above, the
PCB strips 1432 can be MCPCBs that are mechanically fas-
tened or adhered by a suitable glue or epoxy directly to a
surface of each panel 1422, 1425. In an alternate embodi-
ment, each strip 1432 can be attached to a U-bar which 1s
rotatably or fixedly attached to a panel 1420, 1425, such as 1s
shown 1n any of FIGS. 3A-3C, 4A and 3C, for example.

A plurality of heat spreading fins 1445 can be attached to a
back side of the rear panel 1422. These fins 1445 may be
provided on each of the panels 1422, 1425. Also known as
heat spreading T-bars, the fins 1443 are provided with channel
spacings there between to facilitate thermal dissipation. In
one example, these fins 1445 can be formed as part of a single
cast modular panel 1422, 1425. The fins 14435 therefore pro-
vide a heat spreading function to remove heat generated by
the LEDs 1435 within fixture 1400. FIG. 15 also 1llustrates an
AC power cord 1460 which supplies AC power to the driver
1420 on the top surface 1412 of support plate 1410.

In this example, the LEDs 1435 on the LED strips 1432 and
the rear panel 1422 do not include secondary optics or reflec-
tors. However, each of the front panels 14235 includes LEDs
1435 that have a secondary optic, shown as a retlector 1440.
As noted, a secondary optic modifies the pattern and/or direc-
tion of emitted LED light into shapes such as ovals, circles,
etc. depending on the type of secondary optic. Accordingly,
different types of optics 1440 can be used on the front panels

1425 to obtain different lighting 1llumination patterns.
For the fixture 1400 shown 1n FIG. 15, each array 1430 on

a panel 1422, 1425 includes six (6) PCB strips 1432, each
strip 1430 having five (5) LEDs arranged 1n a serial manner
thereon. In an example, the LEDs 1435 may be Cree
XLamp® XR-E white LEDs, with an average lumen count of
80 lumens per LED at 350 mA of constant current. The LEDs
1435 on the front panels 1425 are configured with 25° circle
optics 1440.

Each of the panels 1422, 1425 is oriented 1n two different
planes to achieve a desired lighting pattern. One angle 1s taken
from an 1llumination direction in which the illumination 1s
pointed straight down from the fixture 1400; this vertical
plane direction represents a O degrees, with a horizontal plane
that bisects the fixture 1400 representing a 90 degree angle
from vertical. The angle formed between the vertical O degree
point and the horizontal 90 degree point determines the length
of the lighting distribution pattern, whether that length 1s true
side to side length or the length of the “batwing” tips of the
lighting pattern. This angle will be referred to herein as the
vertical angle.

The second angle of concern i1s the angle that a panel
1422/1425 1s rotated from a horizontal plane that intersects
the side (left or right) of the fixture 1400, representing a O
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degree angle, to a horizontal plane 1n front of fixture 1400,
which would be 90 degrees. This may be referred to as a
“lateral angle”, from side to front. This lateral angle deter-
mines the width of the light pattern.

Collectively, both the vertical angle and the lateral angle at
which each panel 1s set determines the length, width, and
shape of the light pattern; each angle has a greater influence
on one characteristic of the light pattern than another; 1.¢., the
vertical angle has a greater influence on the length of the light
pattern, the lateral angle a greater influence on the width of the
lighting pattern formed by fixture 1400.

As shown1n FIG. 15, the vertical and lateral angles for each
panel 1422, 1425 can be set by adjusting a swivel mount
assembly 1450. The swivel mount assembly can be any ofl-
the-shell swivel mount sold for various applications, for
example. The swivel mount assembly 1450 attaches each
panel 1422, 1425 to the bottom surface 1414 of the support
plate 1410, and permits rotation of the panels 1422, 1425 in
the vertical and lateral directions as needed to enable the
fixture 1400 to produce a desired lighting pattern.

The front panels 1425 point the illumination with narrow
optics to a maximum candela point and create a half max
candela area that decides the type of lamp that the IESNA will
categorize based on the structure. In other words, the use of
narrow secondary optics (such 25° circle optics 1440) helps to
ensure that the max candela 1s directed with the front panels
1425. The two rear panels 1422 without optics “backfill” the
pattern with a lower level of i1llumination. The panels 1422,
1425 thus can be configured to create a full i1llumination
pattern that, in an example, can mimic a conventional HPS
roadway cobrahead fixture.

The fixture 1400 as shown 1n FIG. 15 includes LEDs 1535
on the front panel each including 25° circle optics 1440. The
vertical by lateral plate angles for panels 1425 are set at
73°%x73°. Both of the rear panels 1425 are set at 45° (verti-
cal)x45° (lateral) and include LEDs 1435 without optics.
These settings provide a LED lighting fixture 1400 config-
ured to duplicate a Type Il roadway pattern made by a 150 W
HPS cobrahead streetlamp.

In another example, the front panels 1425 were each set
with angles at 70° (vertical)x70° (lateral), and the rear panels
1422 set with angles at 35°x35°. The prototype fixture 1400
shown in FIG. 15, six arrays o1 30 white LEDs each, was used
to evaluate a Type II lighting pattern. The fixture 1400 was
tested with the Graesby 211 calibrated photometer system
using absolute photometry to evaluate flux distribution and
area coverage 1n simulating a Type Il roadway 1llumination

pattern. The following flux distribution obtainable by the
fixture 1400 1s shown 1n Table 3.

TABLE 3

Flux Distribution - LED Lighting Fixture 1400

Lumens Downward Upward Total
House Side 1400 139 1539
Street Side 6804 457 7261
Totals 8204 596 {00

The total lumen output of fixture exceeded 8000 lumens 1n
the downward direction, with a total lumen output of at least
8800 lumens, as indicated by the flux distribution above.

Accordingly, the above data indicates that a streetlamp can
be configured with an LED lighting fixture using existing
LEDs to duplicate a Type 1I roadway pattern. It would be
evident to the skilled artisan to adjust the angles of the panels
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1422/1425 as well as the number and orientation of LEDs
1435 thereon to obtain other IESNA roadway patterns. For
example, configuring panels 1425 with correct retlectors/
lenses 1440 and setting the front and rear panels 1422, 1425
to proper vertical and lateral angles enable the fixture 1400 to
produce Type I to Type IV roadway patterns.

Accordingly, the plurality of panels can thus be adjusted to
create different light distribution patterns. The front panels
1425 with optics 1440 set the IESNA specification for the
width and length of the desired pattern, and the rear panels
1422 having LEDs 1435 without optics fill in the distribution
pattern towards the center of 1llumination.

The distribution pattern represents 1llumination levels on
the ground and potential levels directed in a given area. There-
fore, the example embodiments illustrate that pattern possi-
bilities for the example LED lighting fixture may be infinite.
As the viewing (vertical) angles are changed, and the direc-
tional (lateral) angles are changed, the pattern can be shaped
in almost any way.

Additionally, by adjusting the front two panels 1425, the
max/half-max areas can be placed anywhere 1n the pattern,
mimicking any IESNA patterns for roadway and/or area
lighting. Moreover, as LEDs become more powerful, the
example fixture 300 design may be even more flexible by
allowing designers to further increase i1llumination distance,
mounting height, and general brightness.

The example embodiments being thus described, 1t will be
obvious that the same may be varied in many ways. Although
not shown, one or more LED lamps herein may be fitted with
a secondary optic that shapes the light output in a desired
shape, such as circle, ellipse, trapezoid or other pattern. Such
variations are not to be regarded as departure from the spirit
and scope of the example embodiments of the present mnven-
tion, and all such modifications as would be obvious to one
skilled 1n the art are intended to be included within the scope
of the following claims.

What is claimed:

1. A LED lighting fixture, comprising:

a support plate having a first surface and a second surface,

a plurality of panels connected to the first surface, each

panel having an array of LEDs mounted to and extend-
ing outward from a planar surface thereot, and

a power supply provided on the second surface of the

support plate for driving the LED arrays,

at least one of the panels fixed at an angle from one of a

vertical or horizontal plane bisecting the support plate.

2. The fixture of claim 1, wherein two or more panels are
mounted at different angles from each other and from one of
a vertical or horizontal plane bisecting the support plate.

3. The fixture of claim 1, wherein one or more LEDs 1s
fitted with a secondary optic thereon.

4. The fixture of claim 1, wherein each array of LEDs on a
given panel 1s comprised of a plurality of strips of LEDs.

5. The fixture of claim 4, wherein one or more LLEDs on at
least one of the LED strips 1s fitted with a secondary optic
thereon.

6. The fixture of claim 1, wherein the plurality of panels
include a first pair of front panels and a second pair of rear
panels, the front and rear panels individually adjustable to
create a desired 1llumination pattern.

7. The fixture of claim 6, wherein the LED arrays on the
front panels are fitted with secondary optics and the LED
arrays on the rear panels have no optics.

8. The fixture of claim 7, wherein

the front panels with LEDs and optics are oriented so as to

satisty an IESNA specification for width and length of
the desired 1llumination pattern, and
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the LED arrays on the rear panels fill in the illumination
pattern towards the center of the pattern.

9. The fixture of claim 7, wherein the front panels and rear
panels are set at selected angles along a vertical plane which
bisects the support plate so as to produce any of IESNA-
specified Type I, Type II, Type III and Type IV roadway
illumination patterns.

10. The fixture of claim 7, wherein the front panels and rear
panels are set at selected angles along a lateral plane extend-
ing from a side of the support plate to a front of the support
plate so as to produce any of IESNA-specified Type I, Type 1,
Type III and Type IV roadway illumination patterns.

11. The fixture of claim 1, wherein each of the plurality of
panels are set at a first angle along a vertical plane bisecting,
the support plate and a second angle along a lateral plane
extending from a side of the support plate to a front of the
support plate so as to produce any of IESNA-specified Type I,
Type 11, Type III and Type IV roadway illumination patterns.

12. The fixture of claim 1, further comprising:

a hinge mount assembly attaching each panel to the support
plate, the hinge mount assembly enabling a given panel
to be rotated 1n at least two dimensions.

13. The fixture of claim 1, wherein the panels with LED
arrays thereon are configured to provide a total light output of
at least 8000 lumens.

14. A LED lighting fixture, comprising:

a support plate, and

a plurality of panels connected to the support plate, each
panel having an array of LEDs mounted to a planar
surface thereol, each of the panels rotatable 1n at least
two dimensions.

15. The fixture of claim 14, wherein the plurality of panels
include a first pair of front panels and a second pair of rear
panels, the front and rear panels individually adjustable to
create a desired 1llumination pattern.

16. The fixture of claim 135, wherein the LED arrays on the
front panels are fitted with secondary optics and the LED
arrays on the rear panels have no optics.

17. The fixture of claim 14, wherein each of the plurality of
panels are set at a first angle along a vertical plane bisecting,
the support plate and a second angle along a lateral plane
extending from a side of the support plate to a front of the
support plate so as to produce any of IESNA-specified Type I,
Type 11, Type III and Type IV roadway 1llumination patterns.

18. The fixture of claim 14, further comprising:

a hinge mount assembly attaching each panel to the support
plate, the hinge mount assembly enabling a given panel
to be rotated 1n at least two dimensions.

19. The fixture of claim 14, wherein the panels with LED
arrays thereon are configured to provide a total light output of
at least 8000 lumens.

20. The fixture of claim 14, further comprising:

a power supply attached to the support plate for driving the
LED arrays.

21. A LED lighting fixture, comprising:

a support plate,

a first pair of front panels,

a second pair of rear panels, each of the front and rear
panels connected to the support plate and having an
array ol LEDs mounted to a planar surface thereof, one
or more of the front and rear panels individually adjust-
able to create a desired 1llumination pattern, and

a power supply attached to the support plate for driving the

LED arrays.

22. The fixture of claim 21, wherein the LED arrays on the
front panels are fitted with secondary optics and the LED
arrays on the rear panels have no optics.
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23. The fixture of claim 21, wherein each of the front and
rear panels are set at a first angle along a vertical plane
bisecting the support plate and a second angle along a lateral
plane extending from a side of the support plate to a front of
the support plate so as to produce any of IESNA-specified
Type 1, Type 11, Type III and Type IV roadway 1llumination
patterns.

24. The fixture of claim 21, further comprising:

a hinge mount assembly attaching each panel to the support
plate, the hinge mount assembly enabling a given front
and rear panel to be rotated 1n at least two dimensions.

25. The fixture of claim 21, wherein the front and rear
panels with LED arrays thereon are configured to provide a
total light output of at least 8000 lumens.

26. A LED lighting fixture, comprising;:

a support plate,

a first plurality of front panels,

a second plurality of rear panels, each of the front and rear
panels separately connected to the support plate and
having an array of LEDs mounted to a planar surface
thereot, and
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cach of the front and rear panels are separately set at a first
angle for the respective panel along a vertical plane
bisecting the support plate and a second angle for the
respective panel along a lateral plane extending from a
side of the support plate to a front of the support plate so
as to produce at least one of IESNA-specified Type 1,
Type II, Type III and Type IV roadway i1llumination
patterns.

27. The fixture of claim 26, wherein one or more of the
front and rear panels are individually adjustable 1n at least one
of the first angle or the second angle of the panel to create a
desired i1llumination pattern.

28. The fixture of claim 26, wherein each of the front and
rear panels are individually adjustable 1n at least one of the
first angle or the second angle of the panel to create a desired
i1llumination pattern.

29. The fixture of claim 28, wherein each of the front and
rear panels are individually adjustable 1n both the first angle
and the second angle of the panel to create a desired 1llumi-

20 nation pattern.
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