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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR CREATING
AND USING SHADOW ROOTS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e)

from Provisional Application No. 60/617,912 entitled “Main-
taining Object Ordering 1 a Shared P2P Storage Environ-

ment” filed on Oct. 12, 2004.

BACKGROUND

In recent years, a number of distributed storage system
have been developed, commonly 1n the context of peer-to-
peer (P2P) systems. The first generation of such P2P systems,
e.g., Napster, Gnutella, etc., are all ‘read-only’ systems suit-
able for file sharing, that place less emphasis on availability
and reliability of data and more emphasis on connectivity and
name management (1.e., directory, search mechanisms, etc.).

Modern P2P storage systems have evolved to provide solu-
tions to a variety of storage problems. For example, recent
approaches to storage systems provide more extensive secu-
rity, sharing, and archival capability. P2P storage systems
typically store data in the form of objects. A particular prob-
lem typically encountered by P2P storage systems 1s the
storage and retrieval of back-up copies of important objects
(1.e., objects that contain critical data that must be available at
all times, despite any connectivity issues or node failures).
Conventionally, 1n order to address the 1ssue of storing back-
up copies of important objects, modern P2P storage systems
employ some dedicated control (1.e., a deliberate process or
service, such as a central entity) that 1s responsible for ensur-
ing that important objects are replicated and multiple copies
are stored on different nodes or elements 1n the P2P storage
system. Thus, the dedicated control 1s responsible for ensur-
ing that critical data stored 1n 1important objects 1s kept “alive’
(1.e., available at all times) 1n the P2P storage system. Typi-
cally, the dedicated control periodically checks the existence
of the replicas of important objects. In some cases, 1f the
dedicated control fails or 1s otherwise unable to function, the
availability of critical data may be compromaised.

SUMMARY

In general, 1n one aspect, the invention relates to a method
for storing a first copy of an object, comprising obtaining the
object comprising a globally unique i1dentifier (GUID), gen-
crating a {irst dertved GUID using the GUID of the object,
storing the first copy of the object identified by the first
derived GUID 1n a root node of the object, publishing pos-
session of the first copy of the object identified by the first
derived GUID by the root node of the object, associating a
first shadow root with the first copy of the object, and storing
the first copy of the object identified by the GUID 1n the first
shadow root.

In general, 1n one aspect, the invention relates to a system,
comprising a node configured to publish possession of an
object, wherein the object comprises a globally unique 1den-
tifier (GUID), a root node associated with the object, config-
ured to generate a first derived GUID using the GUID, storing,
a first copy of the object identified by the first derrved GUID,
and publish possession of the first copy of the object using the
first derived GUID, and a first shadow root configured to store
the first copy of the object identified by the GUID.

In general, 1n one aspect, the invention relates to a com-
puter readable medium for storing a first copy of an object
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comprising soitware instructions to obtain the object com-
prising a globally unique 1dentifier (GUID), generate a first
derived GUID using the GUID of the object, store the first
copy of the object 1identified by the first derived GUID 1n a
root node of the object, publish possession of the first copy of
the object 1dentified by the first dertved GUID by the root
node of the object, associate a first shadow root with the first
copy ol the object, and store the first copy of the object
identified by the GUID 1n the first shadow root.

Other aspects of the mvention will be apparent from the
tollowing description and the appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a system 1n accordance with one embodiment
of the mnvention.

FIG. 2 shows a flow chart for creating a shadow root 1n
accordance with one embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 3 shows a tlow chart for using shadow roots 1n accor-
dance with one embodiment of the imnvention.

FIGS. 4A and 4B show examples of shadow roots 1n accor-
dance with one embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 5 shows a computer system in accordance with one
embodiment of the mnvention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Exemplary embodiments of the invention will be described
with reference to the accompanying drawings. Like elements
in the various figures are denoted by like reference numerals
for consistency. Further, the use of “ST” in the drawings 1s
equivalent to the use of “Step” 1n the detailed description
below.

In the following detailed description of the invention,
numerous speciiic details are set forth 1n order to provide a
more thorough understanding of the invention. In other
instances, well-known features have not been described 1n
detail to avoid obscuring the invention.

In general, embodiments of the invention relate to a dis-
tributed object storage system. Specifically, embodiments of
the mvention relate to a system for replicating and storing
multiple copies of objects 1n a distributed object store. More
specifically, embodiments of the mmvention relate to using
replicated copies of objects to retrieve object data 1n a parti-
tioned distributed object storage system.

FIG. 1 shows a system 1n accordance with one embodiment
of the invention. The system includes one or more clients (1.e.,
Client 1 (100), Client N (102)) operatively connected to an
operating system (104). The operating system (104) 1n turn 1s
operatively connected to a file system (106), which 1s opera-
tively connected to a distributed object store (DOS) (108).
The operating system (104) typically provides clients (100,
102) with interfaces for opening, closing, editing, etc., files
stored 1n the file system (106). The files, stored 1n the file
system (106), contain data that is stored in the form of objects
in the DOS (108). In one embodiment of the invention, an

object 1s a collection of data that 1s capable of being modified
and read by clients (e.g., Client 1 (100), Client N (102))

(described 1n FIG. 2 below).

In one embodiment of the invention, the file system (106)
includes functionality to resolve file names associated with
the file system (106) to object identifiers (1.¢., globally unique
identifiers (GUIDs)) associated with the DOS (108). In one
embodiment of the invention, every element (nodes, objects,
etc.) within the DOS (108) 1s identified using a GUID. In one
embodiment of the invention, the GUID 1s a location inde-
pendent handle that 1s used to reference elements of the DOS
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(108). In one embodiment of the invention, all GUIDs for
clements within the DOS (108) are obtained from the same
namespace. In one embodiment of the invention, the GUID
may be assigned using a hash of the public key corresponding
to the entity for which a GUID 1s being assigned, or by
combining the hash of the public key of the entity with the
hash of an arbitrary string (i.e., filename) of the object.
GUIDs are communicated by the file system (106) to the DOS
(108) via an interface to the DOS (108).

GUIDs communicated to the DOS (108) are subsequently
used to call lower-level interfaces that retrieve objects corre-
sponding to the GUID. In this manner, a client’s (1.e., Client
1 (100), Client N (102)) request (including a file name) may
be serviced by the DOS (108) using a GUID to locate and
provide access to an object containing the data requested by
the client (i.e., Client 1 (100), Client N (102)). In one embodi-
ment of the mvention, the interface between the file system
(106) and the DOS (108) allows simple commands to be
communicated, such as retrieving a file, storing a file, deleting

a file, etc.

In one embodiment of the mvention, the DOS (108) 1s a
mutable object store (1.e., the DOS (108) includes read and
write capabilities) that includes multiple nodes (1.e., Node 1
(112), Node 2 (114), Node 3 (122), Node 4 (116), Node 5
(118), Node 6 (120)), where each node (e.g., Node 1 (112),
Node 2 (114), Node 3 (122), Node 4 (116), Node 5 (118),
Node 6 (120)) may include local storage capacity. All the
nodes (1.e., Node 1 (112), Node 2 (114), Node 3 (122), Node
4 (116), Node 5 (118), Node 6 (120)) in the DOS (108)
communicate using an internetwork (110). In one embodi-
ment of the mvention, the internetwork (110) of the DOS
(108) 15 organized using distributed hash tables (DHT). DHT
provides the information look up service for the DOS (108).
Specifically, DHT provides the use of horizontally partitioned
hash tables, where each partition of the hash tables is repli-
cated on multiples nodes within the DOS (108). Thus, com-
munication and routing of messages, objects, update
requests, etc. from clients to nodes and nodes to nodes within
the DOS (108) 1s handled using DHT.

Further, some nodes (e.g., Node 1 (112), Node 2 (114),
Node 3 (122), Node 4 (116), Node 5 (118), Node 6 (120))
within the DOS (108) may be used for object storage, mes-
sage passing, management, etc. In one embodiment of the
invention, an object 1s a collection of data that 1s stored 1n the
DOS (108) using a GUID. More generally, every element
(nodes, objects, etc.) within the DOS (108) 1s 1dentified using
a GUID. Further, each node 1n the DOS (108) 1s capable of
locating and retrieving objects via their respective GUIDs.
FIG. 1 shows object A (124), where the GUID of object A
(124) 1s denoted as A, ; (not shown).

In one embodiment of the invention, 1t a node 1n the DOS
(108) possesses an object, then the node publishes the pos-
session of the object over the internetwork (110). In one
embodiment of the invention, publishing an object involves
advertising the content of an object to the root node of the
object (described below). For example, 1f a particular node
stores an object (1.e., ensures that some published content
associated with an object 1s not lost and 1s stored somewhere
in the DOS), then that node may publish possession of the
object. In one embodiment of the invention, each node 1n the
DOS (108) includes functionality for a self-regulating pub-
lish rate. The self-regulating publish rate specifies how often
an object 1s published. Alternatively, one node in the DOS
(108) may request another node to publish an object. Further,
in one embodiment of the mvention, a number of object
attributes may be included in the message publishing an
object (1.e., the message sent over the iternetwork (110)),
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such as, the level of importance of the data in the object, the
name of the object, the expiry date of the object, the required
redundancy of the object, and other attributes that may be
relevant to the object. In one embodiment of the invention, 11
a particular attribute 1s included 1n the publish message of an
object, e.g., an attribute indicating the object 1s 1important
(1.e., the data contained 1n the object is critical), then a chain
of events 1s triggered that automatically replicates the object
on multiple nodes (1.e., shadow roots) within the DOS (108)
(described 1n FIG. 2 below). Those skilled 1in the art waill
appreciate that the object may be replicated for reasons other
than importance of the object.

Continuing with FIG. 1, in one embodiment of the inven-
tion, for any object 1n the DOS (108) a root node associated
with the object exists. The root node of the object 1s respon-
sible for knowing the location of the object at all times. In one
embodiment of the invention, the location of an object 1s
determined by knowing the GUIDs of the nodes in the DOS
that store and/or publish the object. Thus, the root node of an
object 1s responsible for knowing the GUIDs of the nodes that
store and/or publish the object. FIG. 1 shows the root node of
object A (124) as Node 4 (116), where Node 4 (116) 1s
denoted as A,__, (1.e., the root of object A (124)) for purposes
of 1llustration. Thus, Node 4 (116) 1s responsible for locating
object A (124). In one embodiment of the invention, 1f the root
node of an object fails, 1s disconnected from the internetwork
(110), or 1s otherwise unable to function, another node within
the DOS (108) automatically becomes the root node for the
object. A new root node for the object 1s assigned based on the
GUID of the object. Specifically, 1n one embodiment of the
invention, the root node that has a GUID that 1s closestto (1.e.,
the nearest lower GUID 1n the namespace from which GUIDs
are obtained) the GUID of the object 1s assigned as the root
node of the object. For example, if an object’s GUID 1s 1000,
then a node with a GUID 1n closest proximity to 1000, for
example 900, 1s assigned the root node of the object, provided
no other node has a GUID between 901 and 999. Thus, 1f the
root node of an object fails or 1s somehow disconnected from
the internetwork (110), a new node that has a lower GUID that
1s closest to the GUID of the object 1s assigned as the root
node of the object. In one embodiment of the invention,
assigning a root node for an object 1s done implicitly via the
DOS network. More specifically, when a root node for an
object 1s no longer active, a new root node automatically
receives the next publishing message associated with the
object.

FIG. 2 shows a flow chart for creating shadow roots 1n a
DOS 1n accordance with one embodiment of the invention.
Initially, the storer of an object (1.e., a node possessing the
object) publishes possession of the object (Step 200). Alter-
natively, 1n one embodiment of the mmvention, an element
within the DOS may request that a particular node publish
possession of an object. In one embodiment of the invention,
when the node (1.e., the publisher) publishes possession of the
object, the message used to publish possession of the object
by the node 1indicates that the object (1.e., the data contained in
the object) 1s important. Eventually, the publishing message
1s recerved at the root node of the object. As noted above, each
object 1 the DOS has a corresponding root node that 1s
responsible for tracking the location of the object 1n the DOS.
Because the object 1s flagged as important, the root node of
the object subsequently obtains a local copy of the object
(Step 202). Once a local copy of the object 1s obtained, the
root node proceeds to generate/derive a GUID to associate
with the local copy of the object (Step 204). In one embodi-
ment ol the invention, the derived GUID 1s obtained by apply-
ing a hash function to the original GUID of the object. At this
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stage, the root node contains a local copy of the object 1den-
tified by the derived GUID. In one embodiment of the inven-
tion, the local copy of the object 1dentified by the derived
GUID 1s simply an 1identical copy of the original object that 1s
identified by a different name. Thus, the content of the local
copy of the object identified by the dertved GUID 1s 1dentical
to the content of the original object.

Those skilled 1n the art will appreciate that any type of
mapping may be used to associate the original GUID of an
objectto adertived GUID. For example, a function may be one
that numerically adds 1 to the GUID, etc. In one embodiment
ol the 1invention, the root node of an object also keeps a back
pointer to the node storing the object.

Continuing with the discussion of FIG. 2, the root node
subsequently publishes possession of the local copy of the
object identified by the dertved GUID (Step 206). The pub-
lishing of the possession of the local copy of the object 1den-
tified by the dertved GUID results 1n obtaining a root node
(1.e., a shadow root) for the local copy of the object identified
by the dertved GUID (Step 208). As described above, a root
node for an object 1s automatically assigned based on the
GUID of the object. In one embodiment of the invention, the
root node that recerves the publishing message 1s known as a
shadow root because the node 1s a root node of a shadow
object (1.e., a copy of an object identified by a derived GUID).

Subsequently, the shadow root obtains and stores a local
copy of the original object 1dentified by the original GUID
(Step 210). In one embodiment of the invention, the shadow
root obtains a local copy of the original object under the
original GUID. In one embodiment of the invention, the
shadow root may obtain the original GUID of the object from
the root node of the original object (identified by the original
GUID) or by reversing the function applied to obtain the
derived GUID of the object (af the function 1s reversible). In
one embodiment of the invention, the shadow root stores the
local copy of the original object 1dentified by the original
GUID. The shadow root subsequently publishes possession
of the original object identified by the original GUID. At this
point, the message indicating the possession of the original
object 1s recetved by the root of the original object. Thus, the
root of the original object 1s now aware of three copies of the
original object—one 1n the node that mitially published the
original object, one 1n the original root node 1tself, and one 1n
the shadow root.

At this stage, the root node of the original object deter-
mines whether to create additional shadow roots (Step 212).
I1 the root node of the original object determines that enough
copies of the original object exist, then the process ends.
Alternatively, 11 the root node determines that additional cop-
ies of the original objectneed to be stored, then Steps 202-214
are repeated until enough copies exist. Those skilled in the art
will appreciate that additional shadow roots may be created in
parallel.

In one embodiment of the invention, 11 the root node deter-
mines that multiple shadow roots for a given object are
required, then root node may create several derived GUIDs
based on the original GUID of the object 1n order to stimulate
the creation of several shadow roots, where each shadow root
1s the root node for some derived GUID of the original object.
Those skilled 1n the art will appreciate that each new dertved
GUID may be obtained by applying a mapping function to the
original GUID, applying a mapping function to a particular
derived GUID of the object, applying a reversible function,
etc. In one embodiment of the invention, the number of
shadow roots to create for a given object may be tracked using
a counter included, for example, in the root node of the object.
As shadow roots are created, the counter 1s decremented.
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Those skilled 1n the art will appreciate that the maximum
number of copies set by the counter may vary depending on
the relative importance of the object. Thus, 11 an object 1s of
high importance, more copies of the object may be stored 1n
the DOS.

In one embodiment of the invention, the root node of an
object 1ncludes functionality to check on the existence of
shadow roots associated with the object. More specifically,
the root node may from time to time (e.g., once a day, twice a
day, etc.) check on each of the shadow roots so that when
some or a majority of the shadow roots cannot be reached
because of the partitioning of the DOS or individual failures,
the root node may initiate the process for allocating new
nodes as shadow roots. Those skilled 1n the art will appreciate
that checking the existence of shadow roots occurs implicitly
via the DOS architecture. For example, 1f the shadow roots
cach publish the object identified by the original GUID, then
the original root node may note that no re-publish has taken
place for a particular object, and thus the original root node
may re-publish the object. Alternatively, the process may be
implemented by having the original root node re-publish the
GUIDs of each of the shadow roots. I the shadow roots
already hold the re-published GUIDs, then the shadow roots
exist. However, 11 the shadow roots do not possess each of the
shadow root GUIDs, shadow roots become newly elected and
acquire the content of the original object.

In one embodiment of the invention, the mapping function
applied to obtain derived GUIDs of an object 1s highly ran-
dom, resulting in dissimilar GUIDs each time a derived GUID
1s obtained. This, 1n turn, leads to the various shadow roots
being topologically disparate from each other because a
shadow root 1s assigned based on the node that has the closest
GUID to the dertved GUID that the shadow root 1s associated
with. Thus, those skilled 1n the art will appreciate that shadow
roots are created 1n anticipation of partitions occurring in the
DOS. Because the DOS may partition 1n such a way that the
rootnode of an object may not be located 1n the same partition
as a node requesting access to the object, the creation of
topologically disparate shadow roots that keep local copies of
the object increases the chances of finding a shadow root for
a particular object 1n a partition.

Those skilled 1in the art will appreciate that while the afore-
mentioned method may create shadow roots that are associ-
ated with the root node via a star topology, the above method
may be easily modified to support additional topologies such
as a ring topology, eftc.

FIG. 3 shows a flow chart for using shadow roots 1n accor-
dance with one embodiment of the mvention. More specifi-
cally, F1G. 3 illustrates the use of shadow roots 1n a partitioned
DOS. Initially, a node 1n the DOS requests access to an object
identified by 1ts original GUID (Step 300). In one embodi-
ment of the ivention, the object 1s an 1mportant object that
contains critical data. As described above, the request to
access the object 1s recetved at the root node of the object,
because the root node of an object 1s responsible for knowing
the location of the object at all times. If the root node that
exi1sts 1n the partition 1s capable of servicing the request (Step
302), then the root node locates the object and the requesting
node 1s provided the location of the stored object (Step 304).
Those skilled 1n the art will appreciate that the root node may
locate the object anywhere 1n the DOS, including in previ-
ously established shadow roots associated with the object.

Alternatively, although a new root node 1s appointed for the
object 1n a partitioned DOS, the new root node may not know
the location of the object, or may not have acquired the
necessary information associated with the object (Step 302).
In this case, 1n one embodiment of the invention, the node
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requesting access to the object may recerve a message indi-
cating that the object identified by the original GUID cannot
be found 1n the partition. I the object identified by its original
GUID cannot be found 1n the partition, the node requesting
access to the object uses the original GUID of the object to
obtain a derived GUID (Step 306), and associate the dertved
GUID with the oniginal object. As mentioned above, the
derived GUID may be obtained by applying a mapping func-
tion to the original GUID of the object. The mapping function
may be, for example, a hash function.

Next, the node requesting access to the object attempts to
find a mapping for the object with the derrved GUID (1.e., uses
the derived GUID to locate a copy of the original object stored
in the partition) (Step 308). In one embodiment of the mven-
tion, 1t a shadow root identified by the dertved GUID exists in
the partition (Step 310), then the object 1s retrieved from the
shadow root, 1.¢., the requesting node 1s provided the location
of the orniginal object by the shadow root (Step 312). As
discussed above, the shadow root stores a copy of the original
object, 1dentified by the orniginal GUID. Alternatively, 11 a
mapping under the derived GUID 1s not found 1n the partition,
then the requesting node repeats Steps 306-308 in order to
obtain and search for a copy of the object 1dentified by a
second dertved GUID. Once a mapping for at least one
derived GUID 1s found, the requesting node proceeds to
access the original object via the shadow root of the object
identified by the particular dertved GUID that was used to
search for a mapping of the original object.

In one embodiment of the ivention, when the requesting,
node 1s provided the location of the original object, the
shadow roots include functionality to initiate the creation of
additional shadow roots for the partition. In one embodiment
ol the imnvention, the shadow roots may 1nitiate the reconstruc-
tion process by publishing a message indicating possession of
the object, and indicating the importance of the object. The
message 1s recerved at the new root node of the object (i.e., the
root node that 1s appointed in the partition based on the GUID
ol the object), and the new root node obtains a derived GUID
used to identily a copy of the object, stores a copy of the
object identified by the derived GUID, and 1nitiates the cre-
ation of one or more shadow roots as described above 1n FIG.
2. In this manner, additional shadow roots may be created 1n
a partition that lost some or all of the shadow roots that existed
prior to the partitioning of the DOS.

FIGS. 4A and 4B show examples of creating and using
shadow roots in accordance with one embodiment of the
invention. Specifically, FIG. 4A shows the creation of mul-
tiple shadow roots 1n a united DOS, and FIG. 4B shows the
use of shadow roots 1n a partitioned DOS. FIG. 4A shows a
node (Node 1 (400)) possessing object 1 (402), where object
I (402) 1s 1dentified by GUID I,,; (not shown), a root node
(404) for object I (402), and two shadow roots (Shadow Root
I' (408) and Shadow Root I" (410)) created using I_,,,. Those
skilled 1n the art will appreciate that for the purposes of
discussion, object 1 (402) may be referenced by the GUID
I,,;- Inmitially, Node 1 (400) publishes possession of object I
(402) indicating that object I (402) 1s important. The publish-
ing message 1s received at the rootnode (404) of object1(402)
and signals the root node (404) to begin a chain of events to
initiate the creation of shadow roots for object I (402).

Initially, the root node (404) obtains a local copy of object
I (406) and associates the local copy of object I (406) with a
derived GUID, denoted as I' , . As discussed above, I' ,  may
be obtained by applying a hash to I,,,. The root node (404)
then publishes the possession of the local copy of object 1
(402) 1dentified by I' ,; (406). Shadow Root I' (408) subse-
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(402) 1dentified by I',,; (406). Shadow Root I' (408) then
proceeds to obtain and store object I (402) identified by I, .
In one embodiment of the invention, obtaining object I (402)

identified by 1its original GUID may include reversing the
tunction applied to obtain the derived GUID I',,; (406), or a

simple look-up of the original GUID of object I (402). At this
stage, Shadow RootI' (408) possesses a copy of object 1 (402)
identified by I,,;.. Shadow Root I' (408) subsequently pub-
lishes the possession of the original object I (402). The root
node (404) of object I (402) 1dentified by its original GUID
subsequently recetves the publish message from Shadow
RootI' (408). By recerving the publish message from Shadow
Root I' (408), the root node (404) 1s now aware Shadow Root
I'(408) possess alocal copy of object I (402) 1identified by I, .

In this example, the root node (404) then initiates the cre-
ation of an additional shadow root. To create an additional
shadow root, the rootnode (404) obtains another local copy of
object I (402) and associates the local copy of object I (402)
with a second derived GUID, denoted by I",, (412). As

betore, the root node (404) publishes the possession of the
local copy of object 1 (402) identified by 1", (412). Shadow

RootI" (410) subsequently becomes the root node ofthe local
copy ot object 1 (402) identified by 1", (412). Shadow Root
I" (410) then obtains and stores object I (402), where object 1
(402) 1s 1dentified by 1ts original GUID I, .. Shadow Root I"
(410) subsequently publishes possession of the copy of the
original object 1(402) identified by I, .. Because the GUID of
the copy ot object L 1s I, the root node of the copy ot object
I (402) stored 1n the Shadow Root I" (410) 1s root node (404).

Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the root node
(404) may not keep a copy of object I (402) for each derived
GUID that objectI1s identified by. Rather, 1n one embodiment
of the mvention, reference numerals 406 and 412 may be
pointers to the locations of the copies of object I (402) under
cach derived GUID. In this manner, 1 there are many copies
of object I under many different dertved GUIDs, the root node
(404) need not use storage space to keep multiple local copies
of object I (402) 1dentified by each derived GUID. The root
node (404) includes functionality to remember or calculate
the dertved GUIDs under which object I (402) 1s published to
the shadow roots.

FIG. 4B 1illustrates a partitioned DOS 1n which the shadow
roots created 1n FIG. 4A are split such that one shadow root
exi1sts in each partition, and a node requests access to an object
in a partition that does not initially include a root node for the
requested object. For purposes of illustration, the DOS 1s
shown as partitioned nto two individual partitions, Partition
1 (420) and Partition 2 (422). Those skilled in the art waill
appreciate that the DOS may partition into several partitions.
As shown, Node 1 initially requests access to object 1 (402),
identified by the GUID I, , by sending a message that should
bereceived by the rootnode of object1(402). However, in this
example, the DOS has partitioned, leaving the original root
node (404) of object 1 (402) 1n Partition 1 (420). Thus, the
DOS automatically assigns a new root node for object 1 (402)
(1.e., New Root Node (414)) in Partition 2 (422)) based on the
node that possesses the closest lower GUID (1.e., closest and
lower 1n namespace) to the GUID of object I (402).

However, the new root node (414) does not know where to
locate object I (402). Thus, when the new root node receives
the publishing message from Node 1 (400), the new root node
(414) may not be capable of locating object I (402) on behalt
of Node 1 (400). At this stage, Node 1 (400) obtains a dertved
GUID for object I (402) by applying a mapping function to
I,,; (402) (1.e., the GUID of object 1 (402)). Suppose for
purpose of this example that the dertved GUID obtained by
Node 1 (400)1sI'_,.(406). Subsequently, Node 1 (400) sends

obj
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out another message searching for a copy of object I (402)
identitied by I' ), (406). It a shadow root exists that 1s associ-
ated with I' . (1.e., a shadow root that 1s the root node tor the
objectidentified by I' /), then the shadow root includes func-
tionality to locate a copy of object I (402) and provide the
contents of object I (402) to the requesting node (1.e., Node 1
(400)). However, 1n this example, Partition 2 (422) does not
contain a shadow root thatis associated with I' , . (406). In this

obj
case, Node 1 (400) may receive a message mdicating that a

copy of object I (402) identified by I' , . (406) was not found
in Partition 2 (422).

Subsequently, Node 1 (400) attempts to locate another
copy of object I (402) identified by a second dertved GUID,
denoted as 1", (412). Suppose further that the second
attempt to locate object 1 (402) identified by I" .. finds
Shadow Root I'" (410) in Partition 2 (422). Because a shadow
root associated with I" .. (412) exists in Partition 2 (422),
Shadow Root I" (410) provides Node 1 (400) with the con-
tents of object I (402). In one embodiment of the mvention,
Shadow Root I" (410) may provide Node 1 (400) with the
contents of object I (402) from the local copy of object I (402)
that Shadow Root I'" (410) stores. Alternatively, Shadow Root
[" (410) may locate object 1 (402) identitied by I" ,, (412) and
provide the contents of the located object 1 (402) to Node 1
(400). Once Node 1 (400) obtains the contents of object I
(402), one of the shadow roots may initiate the creation of
additional shadow roots associated with object 1 (402) by
publishing possession of object 1 (402) under the original
GUID and indicating the importance of object I (402). Simi-
larly, the root node (404) of object I (402) 1n Partition 1 (420)
may 1nitiate the creation of additional shadow roots within
Partition 1 (420).

Those skilled 1n the art will appreciate that the new root
node (414) of object I (402) may also search for shadow roots
in the same manner as shown with respect to Node 1 (400).
Specifically, a new root node that 1s newly assigned 1n a
partition may obtain the contents of the object that the root
node 1s responsible for by first obtaining the original GUID of
the object and then seeking the location of a shadow root
associated with a copy of the object identified by a dertved
GUID and acquiring the contents of the original object from
the shadow root. The new root node cannot do this on 1ts own,
however, because the new root node, when appointed, does
not know that an object 1s a shadow object. Further, those
skilled 1n the art will appreciate that when a partitioned DOS
reunites, superfluous shadow roots are disabled, and only the
necessary amount of shadow roots (1.e., that may be given by
the aforementioned counter) remain 1n the reunited DOS. In
one embodiment of the mnvention superfluous shadow roots
are disabled such that the root node functionality of each of
the supertluous shadow roots 1s taken over by one node closer
to the GUID of the object. The disabled shadow root then
notices that the shadow root has lost one of its shadow root
objects, and thus locally erases the object (and stops publish-
ing the object).

An embodiment of the invention may be implemented on
virtually any type of computer regardless of the platform
being used. For example, as shown 1n FIG. 5, a networked
computer system (500) includes a processor (502), associated
memory (504), a storage device (506), and numerous other
clements and functionalities typical of today’s computers
(not shown). The networked computer (500) may also include
input means, such as a keyboard (508) and a mouse (310), and
output means, such as a monitor (512). The networked com-
puter system (500) 1s connected to a local area network
(LAN) or a wide area network via a network interface con-
nection (not shown). Those skilled 1n the art will appreciate
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that these mput and output means may take other forms.
Further, those skilled in the art will appreciate that one or
more elements of the aforementioned computer (500) may be
located at a remote location and connected to the other ele-
ments over a network. Further, software instructions to per-
form embodiments of the invention may be stored on a com-
puter readable medium such as a compact disc (CD), a
diskette, a tape, a file, or any other computer readable storage
device.

Embodiments of the mnvention provide a method for auto-
matically generating copies of important objects using the
local behavior of the DOS. Specifically, embodiments of the
invention allow shadow roots to keep local copies of impor-
tant objects so that when the distributed object store parti-
tions, at least one copy of the important object may be found
in each partition.

While the invention has been described with respect to a
limited number of embodiments, those skilled in the art,
having benelit of this disclosure, will appreciate that other
embodiments can be devised which do not depart from the
scope of the invention as disclosed herein. Accordingly, the
scope of the invention should be limited only by the attached
claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A method for storing copies of an object, comprising:

obtaining the object comprising a globally unique 1denti-

fier (GUID);

generating a first dertved GUID by applying a hash func-

tion to the GUID of the object;

assigning a root node to the object based on the GUID,

wherein the root node 1s included 1n a distributed object
store (DOS);

storing a first copy of the object 1n the root node, wherein

the first copy of the object 1s 1dentified by the first
derived GUID:

publishing possession of the first copy of the object by the

root node of the object;

associating a first shadow root with the first copy of the

object based on the first dertved GUID, wherein the first
shadow root 1s included 1n the DOS:;
storing a second copy of the object in the first shadow root,
wherein the second copy of the object 1s 1dentified by the
GUID;

decrementing a counter wherein the counter comprises a
number of shadow roots to store copies of the object;

generating a second derived GUID using the first derived
GUID;

storing a third copy of the object 1n the root node of the
object, wherein the third copy of the object 1s 1dentified
by the second derived GUID;

publishing possession of the third copy of the object by the

root node of the object;
associating a second shadow root with the third copy of the
object based on the second derived GUID, wherein the
second shadow root 1s included 1n the DOS:; and

storing a fourth copy of the object in the second shadow
root, wherein the fourth copy of the object 1s 1dentified
by the GUID.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

publishing possession of the second copy of the object by

the first shadow root, wherein publishing possession of
the second copy of the object comprises sending a mes-
sage 1ndicating that the second copy of the object 1s
important.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

obtaining the GUID using the first dertved GUID by the

first shadow root.
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4. The method of claim 3, wherein obtaining the GUID
using the first derived GUID comprises one selected from the
group consisting of looking-up the GUID used to obtain the
first dertved GUID and reversing a function applied to obtain
the first derived GUID.
5. The method of claim 1, wherein generating the second
derived GUID comprises applying a mapping function to the
first derived GUID.
6. The method of claim 1, wherein the first shadow root and
the second shadow root are topologically disparate.
7. The method of claim 1, wherein the first shadow root and
the second shadow root form at least one network topology
from the group consisting of a ring topology, a daisy chain
topology, and a star topology.
8. The method of claim 1, wherein 1f one of the first shadow
root and the second shadow root fails, then a new shadow root
1s created automatically by the root node of the object.
9. The method of claim 1, further comprising;
obtaining the GUID using the second derived GUID by the
second shadow root.
10. The method of claim 9, wherein obtaining the GUID
using the second dertved GUID comprises one selected from
the group consisting of looking-up the GUID used to obtain
the second dertved GUID and reversing a function applied to
obtain the second dertved GUID.
11. The method of claim 1, wherein generating the first
derived GUID comprises applying a mapping function to the
GUID.
12. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
sending a first request for the object using the GUID by a
client; and
if the object 1s not found using the GUID:
generating the first dertved GUID using the GUID by the
client;

sending a second request for the object identified by the
first dertved GUID; and

servicing the second request by the first shadow root,
wherein the first shadow root provides the client with
the object using the first dertved GUID.

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising:

locating the object.

14. A system, comprising;:

a Processor;

a memory operatively connected to the processor;

a node resident 1n the memory and configured to publish
possession of an object, wherein the object comprises a
globally unique identifier (GUID);

a root node resident 1n the memory, wherein the root node
1s associated with the object based on the GUID, and
wherein the root node 1s configured to:

generate a first dertved GUID by applying a hash function
to the GUID:;

store a first copy of the object, wherein the first copy 1s
identified by the first dertved GUID; and publish a mes-
sage indicating possession of the first copy of the object
using the first derived GUID;

a first shadow root resident 1n the memory, wherein the first
shadow root 1s configured to store a second copy of the
object upon recerving the message, wherein the second
copy 1s 1dentified by the GUID;

decrementing a counter wherein the counter comprises a
number of shadow roots to store copies of the object;

generating a second derived GUID using the first derived
GUID;

storing a third copy of the object 1n the root node of the
object, wherein the third copy of the object 1s 1dentified
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publishing possession of the third copy of the object by the
root node of the object;

associating a second shadow root with the third copy of the
object based on the second derived GUID, wherein the
second shadow root 1s included 1n the DOS; and

storing a fourth copy of the object 1n the second shadow
root wherein the fourth copy of the objectis identified by
the GUID.

15. The system of claim 14, wherein the message also
indicates that the object 1s important.

16. The system of claim 14, wherein generating the first
derived GUID comprises applying a mapping function to the
GUID.

17. The system of claim 14, wherein the first shadow root
1s Turther configured to:

obtain the second copy of the object from the root node;

and

obtain the GUID using the first derived GUID.

18. The system of claim 17, wherein obtaining the GUID
using the first derived GUID comprises one selected from the
group consisting of looking-up the GUID used to obtain the
second dertved GUID and reversing a function applied to
obtain the second dertved GUID.

19. The system of claim 14, wherein the root node 1s further
configured to:

generate a second dertved GUID using the first derived
GUID;

store a third copy of the object, wherein the third copy of
the object 1s 1dentified by the second dertved GUID; and

publish possession of the third copy of the object using the
second dertved GUID.
20. The system of claim 19, wherein generating the second
derived GUID comprises applying a mapping function to the
first derived GUID.

21. The system of claim 19, further comprising:

a second shadow root configured to store the third copy of
the object 1dentified by the GUID.
22. The system of claim 14, further comprising;

a client configured to send a first request to access the
object using the GUID.

23. The system of claim 22, wherein the client 1s further
configured to send a second request to access the object using
the first dertved GUID 1f the root node of the object does not
respond to the first request.

24. The system of claim 23, wherein the first shadow root
responds to the second request by locating the object.

25. A computer readable medium for storing a copy of an
object comprising soitware instructions to:

obtain the object comprising a globally unique identifier
(GUID);

generate a derived GUID by applying a hash function to the
GUID of the object;

store the copy of the object 1n a root node of the object,

wherein the copy ol the object 1s identified by the derived
GUID, wherein the root node 1s included 1n a distributed

object store (DOS);

publish possession of the copy of the object by the root
node of the object;

associate a shadow root with the copy of the object based
on the derived GUID, wherein the shadow root 1s
included 1n the DOS;

store a second copy of the object 1mn the shadow root,
wherein the second copy of the object 1s identified by the
GUID;

decrementing a counter, wherein the counter comprises a
number of shadow roots to store copies of the object;
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generating a second derived GUID using the first derived associating a second shadow root with the third copy of the
GUID; object based on the second derived GUID, wherein the

second shadow root 1s included 1n the DOS; and
storing a fourth copy of the object in the second shadow
5 root wherein the fourth copy of the objectis identified by

the GUID.

storing a third copy of the object 1n the root node of the
object wherein the third copy of the object 1s 1dentified
by the second derived GUID;

publishing possession of the third copy of the object by the
root node of the object; £k k% ok
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