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TEMPLATE AND METHOD TO PREPARE
VARIOUS FABRICS TO RECEIVE A
DECORATIVE EDGING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELAT
APPLICATIONS

T
»

60/841,602 filed Aug. 31, 2006

FEDERALY SPONSORED RESEARCH
None
SEQUENCE LISTING
None

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of Invention

This mvention relates to the method of preparing various
tabrics for the installation of a decorative crocheted edge. To
be more specific, the mnvention relates to a template used to
guide a piercing, cutting or marking instrument as part of the
preparation process.

2. Prior Art

Crafters have been putting decorative edgings on hand-
crafted or purchased articles for many years. For example,
adding a decorative crocheted edge onto blankets, towels, bed
linen, table linen, window dressings and many others. There
are numerous patterns and books of instruction on how to
make many styles of crocheted edgings, however, very few
indicate a method to affix the edging onto the article. The few
books and patterns that do indicate a method of installation
instruct the consumer to pierce the article using the sharp end
of a barbecue skewer, ice pick, the tip of scissors or other such
pointed instrument. None that would provide consistency in
spacing or a tool or method that would be safe for the con-
sumer. What 1s needed 1s a template that would provide a safe
and consistent method of preparing the article to recerve the
decorative edging.

3. Objectives and Advantages

The main objective and advantage of the invention is that it
provides the consumer with a unique and convenient template
with which to prepare an article that 1s to receive a decorative
edging. The preparation method allows for holes to be safely
pierced at consistent intervals that will be utilized to crochet
or otherwise sew the edging to the article. Additionally, the
invention can be used 1n the squaring and trimming processes
of fabric or materials. Additional objectives and advantages
will become apparent from a study of the following descrip-
tion and the accompanying drawings.

SUMMARY

The present mvention provides a template for accurately
piercing or marking numerous variations of fabric for the
purpose of 1nstalling a decorative crocheted edge. The tem-
plate 1s 1n the shape of an 1sosceles right triangle that embod-
1es holes at equally spaced intervals along the 3 straight sides
with equal distances from the edge. The larger radius corner
contains holes with slightly lesser spaced intervals with equal
distances from the edge. The template 1s formed of a material
of suificient thickness to provide constant rigidity to guide a
sharp pointed handheld awl to pass through the template and
tabric leaving a visible hole. The template’s edge 1s used as a
pattern to guide a rotary cutting device to round off the corner
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of the fabric. The template 1s formed of a substantially trans-
parent maternial for viewing the fabric to be timmed, pierced
or marked through the template assuring accurate position-
ing. The template 1s used 1n the fabric squaring process prior
to trimming, piercing or marking.

DRAWINGS REFERENCE NUMERALS

template

PETG thickness .125"
hole diameter .1097"
500" hole spacing
375" from edge

.375" hole spacing
radius corner
alignment pin

fabric
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DRAWINGS

FIG. 1—plan view of the template according to the inven-
tion.

FIG. 2a-f—perspective view drawings of the invention
operation.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

This 1nvention provides a trimming and piercing template
(10) for accurately preparing various fabrics (20) for the
installation of a decorative crocheted edging. The nature of
the fabric (20) may vary according to the mtended purpose.
By way of example, the fabric (20) may take the form of tleece
as used for making blankets or the fabric (20) may take the
form of cotton as used 1n table linens, bed linens and the like.
In practicing the invention, 1t 1s preferred that the fabric be
placed upon a surface suitable for use with a rotary type cutter
for trimming or a fiberboard type matenal for piercing.

Referring to FIG. 1, the template (10) 1s 1n the shape of an
1sosceles right triangle, formed of a substantially transparent
material. The two equal sides of the template (10) are 15.56"
in length and the remaining side has a length of 21.70".

The template (10) 1s intended to be transparent and reus-
able. Therefore, the template (10) 1s constructed from the
material Polyethylene Terephtalate Glycol (PETG) that 1s
relatively inexpensive, transparent, resists wear, and which
allows trimming and piercing. The transparency of the tem-
plate (10) allows for viewing and/or aligning the fabric (20)
prior to trimming with a cutting tool or piercing with an awl,
as shown 1n FIG. 2.

Referring to FIG. 1, the template (10) 1s formed of a mate-
rial of suificient thickness (12) to provide constant rigidity to
guide a rotary cutter safely and firmly around the template
(10) edges to trim the fabric (20) and to guide an awl safely
and firmly 1nto the holes (13) to pierce the fabric (20).

The template (10) embodies holes (13) that are of a dimen-
sion of 0.1097" (342") and that are at equally spaced intervals
(14) along the 3 straight sides with equal distance of 0.3735"
from the edge (15). These holes (13) are used to guide a sharp
pointed handheld awl to pass through the template (10) and
fabric (20) leaving a visible hole. The hole that has then been
pierced into the fabric (20) will be the instrument to attach the
decorative edging.

The larger radius corner (17) has a radius 01 3.00" and 1s a
90-degree cormer. This corner (17) contains holes (13) with
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slightly lesser spaced intervals (16) with equal distances from
the edge (135). The lesser spacing allows for the decorative
edging to lay flat when being attached to a rounded corner 1n
the fabric (20). The outside edge of the larger radius corner
(17) of the template (10) 1s used as a gmide for the rotary cutter
to round the fabric (20) corners during the trimming process.

The holes (13) on both straight edges of the template (10)
and larger radius corner (17) of the template (10) can also be
used to msert a marking instrument to mark a consistent and
accurate layout onto the fabric (20) for later piercing.

The template (10) edges are substantially straight and can
be used 1n the fabric (20) squaring process prior to trimming,
piercing or marking.

Operation

The manner of using the template (10) may vary according,
to the intended purpose. For purposes of example and to
provide an operational instruction, the example of a blanket
made of fleece will be used.

The fabric (20) will be laid out flat on the cutting surface.
Fold the fabric (10) 1n half keeping the edges as straight and
even as possible. Fold the fabric (20) 1n half again so that the
tabric (20) 1s now quartered (4 layers).

To trim the fabric (20), refer to FIGS. 2a-c.

FIG. 2a. Using the right angle of the template (10), align
one edge of the template (10) to one of the folded edges of the
tabric (20). Align the straightedge parallel to the opposing
edge of the templates (10) right angle. Move the template (10)
and straightedge, maintaining alignment, along the folded
edge until the proper amount of fabric (20) to be trimmed 1s
exposed (4 layers). Cut along the straightedge using a rotary
cutter.

FIG. 2b. Align the template (10) with the newly trimmed
edge of the fabric (20). Following the procedure 1 FIG. 2a,
align the straightedge parallel to the opposing edge of the
templates (10) right angle. Move the template (10) and
straightedge, maintaiming alignment, along the trimmed edge
until the proper amount of fabric (20) to be trimmed 1s
exposed (4 layers). Cut along the straightedge using a rotary
cutter.

FI1G. 2¢. Align the right angle of the template (10) along the
trimmed edges of the fabric (20). Using the rotary cutter, trim

along the radius corner (17) of the template (10) to round off

the fabric (20).

To pierce the fabric (20), refer to FIGS. 2d-f.

FI1G. 2d. Position the fabric (20) onto the piercing surface,
maintaining trimmed edge alignment (4 layers). Place the

template (10) onto the fabric (20) aligning the right angle of

the template (10) along the tinmmed edges of the fabric (20) as
in FIG. 2¢, matching up the trimmed rounded corner of the
tabric (20) and the radius corner (17) of the template (10).
Hold the template (10) into position firmly with one hand.
Using an awl, pierce one hole (13) at the center of the radius
corner (17) through the template (10), all 4 layers of fabric
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(20) and 1nto the piercing surface. Place one alignment pin
(18)1nto the hole (13) just pierced, through the tabric (20) and
into the piercing surface. Pierce the holes (13) at both ends of
the right angle of the template (10), piercing through all 4
layers of fabric (20) and into the piercing surface and nsert
alignment pins (18). The alignment pins (18) maintain accu-
rate template (10) placement on the fabric (20). Continue
tabric (20) piercing through the remaining holes (13) on the
right angle and radius edge (17) of the template (10).

FIG. 2e. Leaving alignment pins (18) in place, lift and
remove the template (10). Using the long side of the template
(10), place the template (10) over one of the remaining pins
(18) along the trimmed edge. Align the template (10) with the
trimmed edge. At the comer of the folded and trimmed edge,
pierce the fabric (20) through the hole (13) closest to the
corner and 1nsert an alignment pin (18). Continue fabric (20)
piercing through the remaiming holes (13) between the pins
(18).

FIG. 2f. Repeating the process 1n FIG. 2e, lift and remove
the template (10). Using the long side of the template (10),
place the template (10) over the remaining pins (18) along the
trimmed edge yet to be pierced. Align the template (10) with
the trimmed edge. At the corner of the folded and trimmed
edge, pierce the fabric (20) through the hole (13) closest to the
corner and 1nsert an alignment pin (18). Continue fabric (20)
piercing through the remaining holes (13) between the pins
(18). At this point the process 1s complete and the fabric 1s
prepared to receive the decorative edging.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A template for squaring trimming and piercing a sub-
strate, consisting of a flat, transparent and triangular plastic
template having a thickness of approximately 0.125" of an
inch, said template defiming a rounded corner connecting two
of said straight sides and opposite a hypotenuse side of the
triangular template, wherein the holes at the rounded comer
are equally spaced apart from each other at approximately
0.373" of an inch and spaced from the edge approximately
0.373" of an inch; said template also having equally spaced
holes provided along the straight sides of the triangular tem-
plate, said holes being spaced apart from each other approxi-
mately 0.500" of an 1nch and spaced from the edge approxi-
mately 0.373" of an inch along the three straight sides;
wherein said holes allow for a pointed object to pierce the
substrate leaving an exposed hole to receive a decorative
edge.

2. The template as claimed in claim 1 wherein said holes
are of equal diameter (342").

3. The template as claimed 1n claim 1 1s transparent pro-
viding the consumer with an unobstructed view of the pierc-
ing operation for accuracy and safety purposes.

4. The template holes as claimed 1n claim 1 said holes could
also be used to mark a consistent and accurate layout on
substrate.



	Front Page
	Drawings
	Specification
	Claims

