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(57) ABSTRACT

A retamning wall 1s formed of a series of courses of blocks,
cach of which includes a core. Engagement members are
interposed between the blocks 1n adjacent courses for pre-
venting relative forward movement between the blocks in
adjacent courses. Each engagement member 1s mountable to
the rear web of a lower block, and includes an upstanding
projecting portion that engages the rear web of an upper block
for preventing forward movement of the upper blocks relative
to the lower blocks. The upstanding projecting portion
engages the rear web of the upper block so that the front face
of the upper block 1s located rearwardly of the front web of the
lower block, to expose an upwardly open forward portion of
the core of the lower block. The exposed portion of the lower
block core may receive planting media, to enable plants to be
planted 1n the exposed core of the lower block.

12 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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BLOCK-TYPE RETAINING WALL WITH
PLANTER FEATURE

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF TH
INVENTION

L1

This invention relates to a retaining wall formed of a
stacked courses of blocks, and more particularly to such a
retaiming wall having a planting feature that enables plants to
be planted 1n the wall to enhance the appearance of the wall.

Retaining walls formed of stacked courses of blocks are
well known. One example of such a retaining wall 1s 1llus-
trated 1n Dean, Jr. U.S. Pat. No. 4,920,712 1ssued May 1,
1990, the disclosure of which 1s hereby incorporated by ret-
erence. The *712 patent discloses a retaining wall construc-
tion which utilizes clips that are mounted between blocks 1n
adjacent courses for positioning the upper course blocks rela-
tive to the lower course blocks. Each clip 1s mounted to the
upper area of the rear web of a lower block, and includes an

upwardly projecting portion that extends above the upper
surface of the lower block. The rear webs of the blocks are
tormed so that the inner surface of the rear web at the lower
surface of the block 1s located forwardly of the inner surface
of the rear web at the upper surface of the block. The upwardly
projecting portion of the clip 1s recerved within the core of the
upper block, and the upper block 1s positioned so that the
inner surface of the rear web engages the upwardly extending
portion of the clip. The configuration of the rear web provides
a rearward offset of the upper block relative to the lower
block. A retaining wall constructed utilizing the blocks as
described 1n the *712 patent provides relatively quick and
casy installation, and the clip arrangement provides consis-
tent positioning of the blocks as the courses of the wall are
constructed.

It 1s an object of the present mnvention to provide a block-
type retaining wall that incorporates a feature for setting back
blocks 1n an upper course relative to blocks 1n a lower course,
for enabling plants, foliage or other greenery to be planted 1n
the wall and to enhance the overall appearance of the wall.
Another object of the invention 1s to provide a block-type
retaiming wall which utilizes the setback between block
courses to provide a seating feature. Another object of the
invention 1s to provide such a retaiming wall that 1s con-
structed 1n a manner similar to prior art retaining walls, while
incorporating a setback feature to provide. A further object of
the 1invention 1s to provide such a retaining wall 1n which a
plantar feature can be incorporated 1n various locations and
configurations in the wall. A still further object of the mven-
tion 1s to provide such a retaiming wall which 1s capable of
incorporating a drip-type irrigation feature.

In accordance with the present invention, aretaining wall 1s
formed of a series of courses of stacked blocks, each of which
includes a front face; arear wall spaced from the front face; an
upper block surface; alower block surface; and a core extend-
ing through the block between the upper block surface and the
lower block surface. The area of the block between the core
and the rear wall of the block defines a rear web and the area
between the core and the front face defines a front web. Each
of the courses 1s formed of a series of the blocks placed 1n a
side-by-side relationship, and a joint 1s formed between the
blocks 1n adjacent upper and lower courses by the lower and
upper block surfaces, respectively, of the blocks forming the
upper and lower courses. A series of engagement members
are interposed between the blocks 1n adjacent courses for
preventing relative forward movement between the blocks in
adjacent courses. Each engagement member 1s mountable to
the rear web of a lower block 1n a lower course, and includes
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2

an upstanding projecting portion configured to engage the
rear web of an upper block placed in an adjacent upper course
for preventing forward movement of blocks in the upper
course relative to blocks 1n the lower course. The upstanding
projecting portion of the clip member 1s configured to engage
the rear web of the upper block so that the front face of the
upper block 1s located rearwardly of the front web of the lower
block, to expose an upwardly open forward portion of the core
of the lower block. The exposed portion of the core of the
lower block 1s adapted to recerve planting media, to enable
plants to be planted 1n the exposed core of the lower block.
Alternatively, the exposed upper surfaces of the lower blocks
may be used to mount a cap-type block to provide a seating or
other support surface in the wall.

The engagement member 1s preferably in the form of a clip
member configured for engagement with the rear web of the
lower block. In one form, the clip member includes a substan-
tially horizontal portion for placement adjacent the upper
surface of the lower block, and the upstanding projecting
portion extends upwardly from the horizontal portion. The
substantially horizontal portion of the clip member 1s defined
by an inverted U-shaped mounting portion configured to
engage the rear web of the lower block, and the mounting
portion 1ncludes a pair of legs that extend downwardly from
the substantially horizontal portion of the clip member. A
recess may be formed in the upper surface of the lower block,
for receving the substantially horizontal portion of the clip
member to prevent interference with the joint. The rear web of
the upper block includes an inner surface forming the core,
and the upwardly projecting portion of the clip member
engages the inner surface ofthe rear web of the upper block to
position the upper block relative to the lower block.

The clip member 1s configured to be engaged with the rear
web of the lower block 1n either a first orientation 1n which the
upstanding projecting portion 1s located rearwardly of the
rear wall of the lower block, or in a second orientation in
which the upstanding projecting portion is located forwardly
of the rear wall of the lower block within the core. The
upstanding projecting portion engages the rear web of the
upper block when the clip member 1s 1n the first orientation.
The clip member also may include a second upwardly pro-
jecting portion that 1s configured to engage the rear web of the
upper block when the clip member 1s 1n the second orienta-
tion. The second upwardly projecting portion 1s configured to
position the upper block forwardly so that the core of the
lower block 1s not exposed when the upper block 1s placed on
the lower block.

The mvention also contemplates a method of forming a
block-type retaining wall, substantially in accordance with
the foregoing summary.

Various other features, objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be made apparent from the following description
taken together with the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The drawings illustrate the best mode presently contem-
plated of carrying out the invention.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 1s an 1sometric view of a portion of a retaining wall
incorporating a setback feature, in accordance with the
present invention, for providing a planting or seating feature
in the wall;

FIG. 2 1s an 1sometric view of a representative embodiment
of a block used to construct the retaining wall of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 1s a partial section view taken along line 3-3 of FIG.
¥
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FIG. 4 1s an 1sometric view of an engagement member 1n
the form of a clip, which 1s incorporated 1n the retaining wall
of FIGS. 1 and 3 and 1s configured to provide the setback
between adjacent courses for providing the planter feature;

FIG. 5 1s an elevation view of the engagement member of
FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 1s an elevation view of a prior art clip-type engage-
ment member for placement between blocks i1n adjacent
courses that provides a conventional setback between
Courses;

FI1G. 7 1s a plan view of a portion of a retaining wall such as
FIG. 1, showing blocks 1n a lower course of the wall, wherein
certain of the block cores are destined to be exposed upon
construction of the wall;

FIG. 8 1s a view similar to FI1G. 7, showing upper courses of
blocks placed on the lower course, for exposing the cores of
the lower course blocks to provide the planter feature in
accordance with the present invention; and

FIGS. 9 and 10 are top plan views of other retaining wall
configurations incorporating the planter feature in accor-
dance with the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, a retaiming wall 10 1s con-
structed of a series of courses of concrete blocks 12. In a
manner as 1s known, blocks 12 are constructed in courses such
as 14a, 14b, 14¢ and 144, with each course being constructed
of a series of blocks 12 placed 1n a side-by-side relationship.
The blocks 12 1n adjacent courses are staggered so that the
joints between the blocks 1n adjacent courses are not 1n ver-
tical alignment, to increase the overall strength and rnigidity of
retaiming wall 10. Blocks 12 may have a construction as
shown and described 1in Dean, Jr. U.S. Pat. No. 4,920,712,
incorporated above by reference. Generally, each block 12
includes a front web 16 and a rear web 18. The outwardly
facing surface of front web 16 defines a block face, which
may be split along separate splitting planes to form separate
block face sections 20, 22. It 1s understood, however, that the
face of block 12 may have any other configuration than the
specific configuration as shown. In addition, block 12
includes a pair of sidewalls 24, 26, which extend between
front web 16 and rear web 18. Sidewalls 24, 26 are tapered 1n
a front-to-rear direction, to provide a maximum block width
at the front face of block 12 and a mimimum block width
adjacent rear web 18. A pair of ears 28, 30 project outwardly
from rear web 18, rearwardly of the area of minimum block
width as defined by sidewalls 24, 26. A pair of block cores 32
are formed 1n block 12, and extend between the upper block
surtace and the lower block surface 1n a manner as 1s known.
Cores 32 form inner surfaces of front web 16, shown at 34.

A pair of recesses 36 are formed 1n the upper surface of rear
web 18, shown at 38.

The above construction of block 12 1s generally known,
and 1s available under the designation STONEWALL
SELECT™ from Innovative Concrete Design Corporation of
Milwaukee, Wis. It should be understood, however, that the
illustrated construction of blocks 12 1s exemplary of any
number of different block configurations that may be utilized
to form retaining wall 10 having a planter feature as will be
described.

In order to provide engagement between conventionally
constructed block courses, such as between courses 14a and
145 or courses 14¢ and 144, a series of engagement members
such as clips 42 (FIGS. 3, 6) are mounted to the lower course
blocks 12 and engaged with the upper course blocks 12. Each
clip 42 1s adapted for mounting to the rear web 18 of a lower
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4

course block 12 at one of the recesses 36. Clip 42 includes an
upper transverse member 44 from which a pair of legs 46, 48
depend. An upwardly projecting portion 50 1s aligned with

depending leg 48 and projects above upper transverse mem-
ber 44.

As shown 1n FIG. 3, a lower course such as 14a 1s formed
from a series of blocks 12 placed side-by-side so that the ends
of the front web 16 of each block 12 are placed closely
adjacent the end of the front web 16 of a neighboring block 12
in course 14a. Similarly, ears 28, 30 at the rear of each block
12 are placed so that their ends are closely adjacent the
respective ears of neighboring blocks 12. After construction
of lower course 14a, the block cores 32 are filled with a
backfill material, as are the cavities between the sidewalls 24,
26 o the adjacent blocks, to reinforce the strength of the block
course 12.

A clip 42 1s engaged within each recess 36 formed in the
upper surface 38 of rear web 18 of each block 12 in lower
course 14a. Each clip 42 i1s oriented within 1ts respective
recess such that its depending leg 46 1s adjacent to and
engages the rear surface of rear web 18, and its depending leg
48 1s adjacent to and engages the inner surface 34 of front web
20. The upper transverse member 44 of each clip 42 1s posi-
tioned within a recess 36, so that the upper transverse member
44 does not extend above the upper block surface 38. When
clip 42 1s positioned 1n this manner, upwardly projecting
portion 350 1s oriented so that 1ts rearwardly facing surface 1s
substantially 1n line with the mmner surface of rear web 18
adjacent the recess 36 within which clip 42 1s mounted.

Course 1454 1s constructed by placing a series of blocks 12
in a side-by-side manner, as above, on top of the blocks 12
forming course 14a. Belore course 146 1s constructed, a
length of filter fabric 52 is placed on top of certain of the
blocks 12 1 course 14a. The blocks 12 forming course 1456
are placed 1n a staggered relationship relative to the blocks 12
forming course 14a, so that the blocks 12 1n course 14H
overlap the joint between the blocks 12 1n course 14a.

The blocks 12 1n course 145 are placed on the blocks 12 1n
course 14a such that the upwardly projecting portion 50 of
cach clip 42 extends into one of the cores 32 of each block 12
in course 14b. The blocks 12 in course 14b are then moved
forwardly so that the rearward surface of upstanding portion
50 of each clip 42 engages the inner surface of rear web 18 of
the blocks 12 in course 1454. In this manner, forward move-
ment of the blocks 12 1n course 145 relative to the blocks 12
in course 14a 1s prevented.

Each of the block cores 32 1s formed so as to define the
inner surface of rear web 18 1n a manner that provides a
greater thickness to rear web 18 adjacent the lower block
surface than adjacent the upper block surface. That is, the
inner surface of rear web 18 includes a substantially vertical
upper portion 54 and a lower, inwardly tapered portion 56.
With this construction of each block 12, an automatic offset of
blocks 12 1n an upper course, such as 145, 1s provided relative
to the blocks 12 1n a lower course, such as 14a, when the wall
10 15 constructed as described above. When a block 12 1n an
upper course 1s positioned on a block 12 in a lower course
such that the upwardly projecting portion 50 of clip 42
projects 1nto the core 32 of the upper block 12, and the upper
block 12 1s moved forwardly until engagement with the rear-
ward surface ol upwardly projecting portion 530 of clip 42, the
increased thickness of the rear web 18 of the upper block 12
at 1ts lower surface will provide the noted rearward ofiset or
setback of the upper block 12. The rearward ofiset of the
blocks 12 functions to provide an increase 1n the strength and
stability of retaining wall 10.
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Upper transverse member 44 of clip 42 1s located within
one of recesses 36, which has a depth sufficient to prevent any
portion of upper transverse member 44 from projecting above
upper surface 38. In this manner, the lower surface of an upper
block 12 can be placed directly onto the upper surface of a
lower block 12.

In one embodiment of the present invention, the blocks 12
in course 145 are destined to become “planter blocks™ 1n that
a forward portion of at least some of the cores 32 of blocks 12
in course 145 are exposed. Accordingly, blocks 12 in course
146 are backfilled with planting media 38, which may be
topsoil, potting soil or any other media that facilitates plant
growth. Filter fabric 52 functions to separate the planting
media 58 from the backiill material placed in the cores of
blocks 12 in lower course 14a, to maintain segregation of
such materials.

Referring to FIGS. 3-5, extended clips 60 are engaged with
the rear web 18 of blocks 12 in course 14b, to provide a
desired position of blocks 12 in course 14¢ 1n order to expose
the forward portions of cores 32 1 blocks 12 of course 145b.
Each extended clip 60 includes an inverted U-shaped mount-
ing portion, 1n a manner similar to that of clip 42. The inverted
U-shaped mounting portion 1s defined by an upper transverse
member 62 1n combination with a pair of depending legs 64,
66. Extended clip 60 also includes an inner upwardly project-
ing portion 68 that extends vertically upwardly 1n alignment
with leg 64, and a transverse extension 70 that extends from
leg 64 and inner upwardly projecting portion 68. An outer
upwardly projecting portion 72 extends upwardly from the
outer end of transverse extension 70. Outer upwardly project-
ing portion 72 has a configuration similar to that of 1ner
upwardly projecting portion 68, although upwardly project-
ing portions 68, 72 have a mirror 1mage construction. It
should also be noted that the configuration of extended clip
60, with the exception of transverse extension 70 and outer
upwardly projecting portion 72, 1s essentially identical to that
of clip 42.

In order to position blocks 12 of course 14c¢ such that the
torward portions of cores 32 of blocks 12 1n course 145 are
exposed, extended clips 60 are mounted to rear webs 18 of
blocks 12 1n course 1454, 1n a manner similar to that in which
clips 42 are mounted to rear webs 18 of blocks 12 1n course
14a. Extended clips 60 are engaged with rear webs 18 such
that transverse extension 70 extends rearwardly of the rear
web 18. That 1s, upper transverse member 62 1s again recerved
in the block recess 36, and leg 66 1s placed against the inner
surface of rear web 18 and leg 64 1s placed against the outer
surtace of rear web 18.

Course 14¢ of retaiming wall 10 1s then constructed on top
of course 14b, again by placing blocks 12 1n course 14¢ 1n a
side-by-side manner on top of blocks 12 in course 145. Again,
the blocks 1n course 14¢ overlap the joints between the blocks
in course 145, to strengthen the construction of retaining wall
10.

The blocks 12 1n course 14¢ are placed on the blocks 12 in
course 145 such that the outer upwardly projecting portion 72
of each extended clip 60 1s located within one of the cores 32
of the blocks 12 forming course 14¢. The blocks 12 1n course
14c¢ are then moved forwardly so that the rearward surface of
outer upwardly projection portion 72 of each extended clip 60
engages the mner surface of rear web 18 of the blocks 12 1n
the upper course 14c¢. In this manner, forward movement of
the blocks 12 in upper course 14¢ relative to the blocks 12 in
lower course 145 1s prevented. The configuration of extended
clip 60 functions to position the face of the block 12 1n upper
course 14¢ rearwardly of the inner surfaces 34 defined by the
front webs 16 of the blocks 12 in lower course 145. The
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degree of exposure of the block cores 32 of blocks 12 1n
course 145 1s determined by the rearward oflset provided by
extended clips 60, which may be any satisfactory dimension
as desired, e.g. three to four inches, although 1t 1s understood
that any other suitable rearward oifset may be attained 1n this
mannet.

If desired, a layer of filter fabric 532 may also be placed
between the blocks 12 1n courses 144 and 14¢, to maintain
segregation between the backfill material placed into the
blocks 12 of course 14¢ from the planting media 58 placed
into the cores 32 of blocks 12 1n course 145.

The blocks 12 utilized to construct course 145 may be
provided with a trough 74 for recerving a drip irrigation tube
76. In a manner as 1s known, drip 1rrigation tube 76 1s closed
at one end and has a fitting at the opposite end, to enable a
conventional hose to be hooked to drip 1rrigation tube 76 so as
to impart moisture to planting media 58.

With this construction, the exposed portion of cores 32 of
blocks 12 1n course 145 1s used to plant foliage such as plants
P. This ability to plant plants P 1n retaining wall 10 functions
to 1ncrease the aesthetic appearance of retaining wall 10, by

breaking up the concrete surface defined by the faces of
blocks 12.

Additional courses, such as 144, are then constructed so as
to complete retaining wall 10. It can be appreciated, however,
that the planter feature provided by the exposed cores 32 of
blocks 12 can be placed 1n any location on the wall 10, and
that numerous planter features may be provided in various
locations, as desired. The specific configuration of wall 10 as
shown and described 1s one of a virtually unlimited number of
planter wall configurations that can be provided utilizing the
construction of the present invention.

If desired, extended clip 60 may also be used 1n a manner
similar to clip 42, to provide a conventional setback between
adjacent block courses. To accomplish this, the orientation of
extended clip 60 1s reversed so that transverse extension 70
and outer upwardly projecting portion 72 extend forwardly
into the core 32 of the upper block 12. In this orientation, the
iner upwardly projecting portion 68 of extended clip 60
functions in the same manner as upwardly projecting portion
50 of clip 42, to position the blocks 12 1n an upper course
relative to the blocks 12 1n a lower course.

FIG. 7 represents a top plan view of course 14b o1 blocks 12
prior to construction of course 14¢ on top of course 14b. As
shown, the bottom layer of filter fabric 52 underlies the cores
32 of blocks 12 that will be exposed. Extended clips 60 are
mounted to the rear webs 18 of blocks 12 1n course 145, where
the blocks 1n cores 14¢ are to be positioned rearwardly so as
to expose the cores of blocks 12 1n course 14b6. FIG. 8 illus-
trates block courses 14¢ and 14d constructed on top of course
14b, and 1llustrates the manner 1n which clips 42 are utilized
in combination with extended clips 60 to provide a desired
arrangement of courses 14¢ and 144 so that only a portion of
the cores of blocks 12 1n course 146 1s exposed. FIG. 9
illustrates a construction in which a planter feature can be
formed 1n each course at a radiused end of a retaining wall.
FIG. 10 1llustrates a construction in which a planter terrace
can be formed using blocks 12 by offsetting each course of
blocks so that the cores of the blocks 1n the lower course are
exposed. The illustrated wall configurations are examples of
the manner 1n which clips 42 can be used in combination with
extended clips 60 to provide a retaiming wall with various
planter sections. Again, the illustrated wall configurations are
representative of any number of different configurations that
can be achieved using the clips 42, extended clips 60 and
blocks 12 1n accordance with the present invention.
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It should be understood that the exposed block cores pro-
vided by the present invention may be utilized for purposes
other than planting of natural plants. For example, and with-
out limitation, the exposed block cores may be used to mount
artificial plants in a retaining wall. The exposed block cores
may also be used to position any other decorative or func-
tional feature 1n a retaiming wall. As noted previously, the
exposed upper surfaces of the blocks may be used to provide
a seating or other horizontal support feature 1n a wall. In this
embodiment, one or more cap blocks are secured to the
exposed upper surfaces of the lower course blocks, such as by
use of an adhesive or any other satisfactory mounting arrange-
ment. In this embodiment, the forward portions of the cap
blocks are cantilevered outwardly from the front faces of the
lower course blocks. The upper surfaces of the cap blocks
may be used for seating or for providing support for other
items that may be used 1 a wall, e.g. planters, birdbaths,
water fountains, etc.

Various alternatives and embodiments are contemplated as
being within the scope of the following claims particularly
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter
regarded as the invention.

I claim:

1. A retaiming wall, comprising:

a plurality of stacked blocks, wherein each block includes

a front face; a rear wall spaced from the front face; an
upper block surface; a lower block surface; and a core
extending through the block between the upper block
surface and the lower block surface, wherein the area of
the block disposed between the core and the rear wall of
the block defines a rear web and the area between the
core and the front face defines a front web;

wherein the wall 1s formed of a plurality of courses of the
blocks, with a joint being formed between the blocks in
adjacent upper and lower courses by the lower and upper
block surfaces, respectively, of the blocks forming the
upper and lower courses, wherein each of the courses
comprises a plurality of the blocks placed 1n a side-by-
side relationship;

a plurality of engagement members interposed between the
blocks 1n adjacent courses for preventing relative for-
ward movement between the blocks 1n adjacent courses,
wherein each engagement member 1s mountable to the
rear web of a lower block 1n a lower course, and wherein
the engagement member includes an upstanding project-
ing portion configured to engage the rear web of an
upper block placed in an adjacent upper course for pre-
venting forward movement of blocks 1n the upper course
relative to blocks 1n the lower course:

wherein the upstanding projecting portion of the clip mem-
ber 1s configured to engage the rear web of the upper
block so that the front face of the upper block 1s located
rearwardly of the front web of the lower block to expose
an upwardly open forward portion of the core of the
lower block:

wherein the engagement member comprises a clip member
mountable to the rear web of the lower block, wherein
the clip member includes a substantially horizontal por-
tion for placement adjacent the surface of the block
forming the joint, and wherein the upstanding projecting
portion extends upwardly from the horizontal portion;
and

wherein the clip member 1s configured to be selectively
engaged with the rear web of the lower block 1n a first
orientation in which the upstanding projecting portion is
located rearwardly of the rear wall of the lower block,
and 1 a second orientation 1n which the upstanding
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projecting portionis located forwardly of the rear wall of
the lower block within the core, and wherein the
upstanding projecting portion engages the rear web of
the upper block when the clip member 1s in the first
ortentation, and wherein the clip member includes a
second upwardly projecting portion that 1s configured to
engage the rear web of the upper block when the clip
member 1s 1n the second orientation, wherein the second
upwardly projecting portion is configured to position the
upper block forwardly so that the core of the lower block
1s not exposed when the upper block is placed on the
lower block.
2. The retaining wall of claim 1, wherein the substantially
horizontal portion of the clip member 1s defined by an
inverted U-shaped mounting portion configured to engage the
rear web of the lower block, wherein the mounting portion
includes a pair of legs that extend downwardly from the
substantially horizontal portion of the clip member.
3. Theretaining wall of claim 2, further comprising a recess
formed 1n the upper surface of the lower block, wherein the
recess 1s configured to receive the substantially horizontal
portion of the clip member to prevent interference with the
jo1nt.
4. The retamning wall of claim 1, wherein the rear web
includes an mner surface forming the core, and wherein the
clip member upwardly projecting portion engages the inner
surface of the rear web of the upper block.
5. The retaining wall of claim 4, wherein the 1nner surface
of the rear web of each block has a greater transverse dimen-
s1on adjacent the lower block surface than adjacent the upper
block surface, so that when the clip member 1s mounted to the
lower block, and an upper block 1s placed on the lower block
such that the inner surface of the upper block rear web abuts
the clip member upstanding portion, the front face of the
upper block 1s offset rearwardly relative to the front face of the
lower block.
6. The retaining wall of claim 1, further comprising plant-
ing media positioned 1n the exposed cores of the lower blocks
to enable plants to be planted 1n the exposed cores of the lower
blocks.
7. A method of constructing a retaining wall from a plural-
ity of blocks, comprising the steps of:
providing a plurality of blocks, wherein each block
includes a front outer wall presenting a front block face;
arear wall spaced from the front wall; a pair of side walls
extending between the front wall and the rear wall; an
upper block surface; and a lower block surface; wherein
cach block has one or more cores therethrough, with the
area ol the block disposed between the core and the rear
wall of the block defining a rear web;
placing a first series of lower blocks in a side-by-side
relationship to form a lower course of the blocks;

mounting an engagement member to the rear web of
selected ones of the lower blocks, wherein the engage-
ment member 1includes an upwardly projecting portion
that extends upwardly relative to the upper surfaces of
the lower blocks, wherein the engagement member 1s
configured such that the upwardly projecting portion of
the engagement member 15 spaced rearwardly from the
rear wall of the lower block;

placing a second series of upper blocks on the lower blocks

to form an upper course above the lower course, wherein
a joint 1s formed between blocks 1n the upper and lower
courses by the lower and upper surfaces, respectively, of
blocks forming the upper and lower courses;

wherein the second series of the blocks are placed on the

first series of the blocks such that the rear webs of the
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upper blocks are engaged by the upwardly projecting
portions of the engagement members mounted to the
rear webs of the lower blocks, so as to prevent forward
movement of the upper blocks relative to the lower
blocks, and wherein the engagement members are con-
figured such that, when the upper blocks are placed on
the lower blocks, the front block faces of the upper
blocks are located rearwardly of the front block faces of
the lower blocks and at least a portion of the lower block
cores 1s exposed; and

positioning certain of the engagement members 1in an ori-

entation 1 which the upwardly projecting portions
extend forwardly of the rear webs of the lower blocks so
as to be positioned within the cores of the lower blocks,
and wherein the engagement members include second
upwardly projecting portions that engage the rear webs
of upper blocks and are configured such that the front
block faces of the upper blocks are positioned so as not
to expose the cores of the lower blocks when the lower
blocks are placed on the upper blocks.

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising the steps of
placing planting media in the exposed lower block cores, and
planting plants 1n the planting media such that the plants
extend upwardly above the upper surfaces of the lower

blocks.
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9. The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of
positioning fabric below the lower blocks, wherein the plant-
ing media 1s placed above the fabric.

10. The method of claim 7, further comprising the step of
using a second engagement member between lower and upper
blocks 1n adjacent courses of blocks, wherein the second
engagement member includes a mounting portion for engage-
ment with the rear web of a lower block and an upstanding
projecting portion that extends into the core of an upper block
and engages the rear web of the upper block, wherein the
upstanding projecting portion of the second engagement
member 1s configured such that the front block faces of the
upper blocks are positioned so as not to expose the cores of the
lower blocks when the lower blocks are placed on the upper
blocks.

11. The method of claim 7, wherein the step of mounting
the engagement member to the rear web of a lower block 1s
carried out by engaging an inverted U-shaped mounting por-
tion of the engagement member with the rear web of the lower
block.

12. The method of claim 7, further comprising the step of
securing a cap block having an upwardly facing support sur-
face over the exposed cores of the lower blocks.
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