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LOW POWER NON-VOLATILE MEMORY
AND GATE STACK

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present ivention relates generally to integrated cir-
cuits and 1n particular the present invention relates to non-

volatile memory devices.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Memory devices are typically provided as internal storage
areas 1n the computer. The term memory 1dentifies data stor-
age that comes 1n the form of integrated circuit chips. There
are several different types of memory used in modern elec-
tronics, one common type 1s RAM (random-access memory).
RAM 1s characteristically found in use as main memory 1in a
computer environment. RAM functions as a read and write
memory; that 1s, you can both write data into RAM and read

data from RAM. This 1s in contrast to read-only memory
(ROM), which permits you only to read data. Most RAM,

such as dynamic RAM (DRAM), static RAM (SRAM) and
synchronous DRAM (SDRAM), 1s volatile, which means that
it requires a steady flow of electricity to maintain 1ts contents.
As soon as the power 1s turned off, whatever data was in RAM
1s lost.

Computers almost always contain a small amount of ROM
that holds instructions for starting up the computer. Unlike
RAM, ROM cannot be written to. An EEPROM (electrically
erasable programmable read-only memory) 1s a special type
non-volatile ROM that can be erased by exposing 1t to an
clectrical charge. EEPROM comprise a memory array which
includes a large number of memory cells having electrically
1solated gates. Data 1s stored in the memory cells 1n the form
of charge on the floating gates or floating nodes associated
with the gates. Each of the cells within an EEPROM memory
array can be electrically programmed 1n a random basis by
charging the tloating node. The charge can also be randomly
removed from the tloating node by an erase operation. Charge
1s transported to or removed from the individual tloating
nodes by specialized programming and erase operations,
respectively.

Yet another type of non-volatile memory 1s a Flash
memory. A Flash memory 1s a type of EEPROM that 1s
typically erased and reprogrammed 1n blocks instead of a
single bit or one byte (8 or 9 bits) at a time. A typical Flash
memory comprises a memory array, which includes a large
number of memory cells. Each of the memory cells includes
a floating gate field-effect transistor (FET) capable of holding
a charge. The data 1n a cell 1s determined by the presence or
absence of the charge in the floating gate/charge trapping
layer. The cells are usually grouped into sections called “erase
blocks.” Each of the cells within an erase block can be elec-
trically programmed in a random basis by charging the tloat-
ing gate. The charge can be removed from the floating gate by
a block erase operation, wherein all floating gate memory
cells 1n the erase block are erased 1n a single operation.

The memory cells of both an EEPROM memory array and
a Flash memory array are typically arranged into either a
“NOR” architecture (each cell directly coupled to a bitline) or
a “NAND” architecture (cells coupled 1into “strings™ of cells,
such that each cell 1s coupled indirectly to a bit line and
requires activating the other cells of the string for access).

Floating gate memory cells are typically programmed by
injecting electrons to the floating gate by channel hot carrier
injection (CHE), placing the cell 1n a high threshold voltage
state, and can be erased by hot hole injection from the sub-
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strate. Alternatively, floating gate memory cells can be pro-
grammed and erased by electron tunneling from and to the
substrate by Fowler-Nordheim tunneling to put the cell 1n a
programmed or erased threshold state. Both mechanisms
require significant amounts of power and the generation of
high positive and negative voltages 1n the memory device
which can place high fields across the gate insulation layers
with resulting adverse eflects in device characteristics and
reliability.

A problem with CHE, hot hole injection and Fowler-Nor-
dheim tunneling 1s that the high energy required for their
operation damages the device matenials, reducing memory
cell lifetimes and endurance. They can also consume large
amounts of power, which 1s a problem 1n portable devices. In
addition, the high voltages and fields limit the device feature
scalability of the array and its support circuitry and signifi-
cantly slow the write, read and erase speed of the resulting
device. In particular, with Flash memory device types, CHE
clectron 1njection can generate interface states, degrade
device transconductance, and enhance back-tunneling that
alfects charge retention and read-disturb. Fowler-Nordheim
tunneling and hot hole 1njection can generate fixed charge
centers 1n the tunneling insulators and shallow traps and
defects 1n the trapping layer, thus breaking stable bonds and
eventually degrading the insulator/dielectric properties of the
device (limiting device endurance to a typical lifetime of less
than 10° program/erase cycles). Such high power, high volt-
age, slow access speed, limited endurance and scaling diffi-
culties are a typical characteristic of most commonly utilized
non-volatile memory devices.

An 1deal or universal memory would combine the high
speed, low power and effectively infinite (10'* to 10" pro-
gram/erase cycles) write and erase endurance of RAM with
the non-volatile long term data retention of a non-volatile
memory. Such a memory device could be utilized by system
designers to supplement or even entirely replace both RAM
and ROM/Flash/non-volatile memory 1n computer systems
and 1n portable devices.

For the reasons stated above, and for other reasons stated
below which will become apparent to those skilled 1n the art
upon reading and understanding the present specification,
there 1s a need 1n the art for methods and apparatus for a
non-volatile memory cell that allows for a non-volatile
memory with high speed write/read/erase access, low voltage
program and erase, low power usage, device feature scalabil-
ity and effectively infinite endurance.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The above-mentioned problems with producing a non-
volatile floating node memory cell that allows for an 1deal
memory application combining low voltage programming
and erasure with high charge retention and other problems are
addressed by the present invention and will be understood by
reading and studying the following specification.

Non-volatile memory devices and arrays, 1n accordance
with embodiments of the present invention, utilize band-gap
engineered gate stacks with asymmetric tunnel barriers in
floating node memory cells that allow for low voltage direct
tunneling programming and erase, while maintaining high
charge blocking barriers and deep carrier trapping sites for
g00d charge retention. This allows memory device embodi-
ments of the present mvention to operate with the character-
istics of an 1deal or universal memory device. Thelow voltage
direct tunnel program and erase capability also reduces dam-
age to the gate stack and the crystal lattice from high energy
carriers, reducing write fatigue and leakage 1ssues and
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enhancing device lifespan allowing eflective infinite endur-
ance (10'* to 10" program/erase cycles). The low voltage
program and erase of embodiments of the present invention
also allow for low voltage memory array design and a smaller
clifective oxide thickness (EOT) of the memory cell gate-
stacks, allowing low power, voltage scaling, and for an overall
memory array die area reduction and enabling further scaling,
of device features as process technology improves. Reverse
and normal mode memory cell embodiments of the present
invention are detailed. Other memory cell embodiments of
the present invention allow multiple levels of bit storage 1n a
single memory cell. Embodiments of the present invention
arranged 1n NOR or NAND memory architectures are also
provided.

For one embodiment, the invention provides a non-volatile
memory cell comprising a first and second source/drain
regions formed 1n a substrate coupled by a channel region, an
asymmetric band-gap tunnel insulator layer containing two or
more sub-layers formed over the channel region and/or first
and second source/drain regions, wherein the two or more
sub-layers comprise layers of increasing conduction band
offset, a trapping layer formed over the tunnel insulator layer,
a charge blocking layer formed over the trapping layer, and a
control gate formed over the charge blocking layer.

For another embodiment, the mmvention provides a non-
volatile memory device comprising a non-volatile memory
array containing a plurality of non-volatile memory cells
formed 1nto rows and columns, a memory mterface, and a
control circuit coupled to the memory interface and the non-
volatile memory array. The one or more of the plurality of
non-volatile memory cells comprise a first and second source/
drain regions formed in a substrate coupled by a channel
region, an asymmetric band-gap tunnel insulator layer of two
or more sub-layers formed over the channel region and/or first
and second source/drain regions, wherein the two or more
sub-layers comprise layers of increasing band offset, a trap-
ping layer formed over the tunnel msulator layer, a charge
blocking layer formed over the trapping layer, and a control
gate formed over the charge blocking layer.

For yet another embodiment, the invention provides a sys-
tem comprising a processor coupled to one or more non-
volatile memory device. The one or more non-volatile
memory device comprising a non-volatile memory array con-
taining a plurality of non-volatile memory cells formed 1nto
rows and columns, a memory interface, and a control circuit
coupled to the memory interface and the non-volatile memory
array. The one or more of the plurality of non-volatile
memory cells comprising a first and second source/drain
regions formed 1n a substrate coupled by a channel region, an
asymmetric band-gap tunnel insulator layer of two or more
sub-layers formed over the channel region and/or first and
second source/drain regions, wherein the two or more sub-
layers comprise layers of increasing conduction band offset,
a trapping layer formed over the tunnel insulator layer, a
charge blocking layer formed over the trapping layer, and a
control gate formed over the charge blocking layer.

For a further embodiment, the invention provides a method
of forming a non-volatile memory cell structure comprising
forming a first and second source/drain regions on a substrate,
the first and second source/drain regions defining an interven-
ing channel region, forming a tunnel 1insulator layer of two or
more sub-layers formed over the channel region, wherein the
two or more sub-layers comprise layers of increasing conduc-
tion band ofiset, forming a trapping layer over the tunnel
insulator layer, forming a charge blocking layer over the
trapping layer, and forming a control gate over the charge
blocking layer.
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For yet a further embodiment, the invention provides a
reverse mode non-volatile memory cell comprising a first and
second source/drain regions formed 1n a substrate coupled by
a channel region, a charge blocking layer formed over the
channel region and/or first and second source/drain regions, a
trapping layer formed over the charge blocking layer, an
asymmetric band-gap tunnel insulator layer containing two or
more sub-layers formed over the trapping layer, wherein the
two or more sub-layers comprise layers of increasing conduc-
tion band offset, and a control gate formed over the asymmet-
ric band-gap tunnel msulator layer.

Other embodiments are also described and claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1A and 1B detail a normal mode memory cell and
band diagram in accordance with embodiments of the present
invention.

FIGS. 1C and 1D detail a reverse mode memory cell and
band diagram in accordance with embodiments of the present
invention.

FIG. 2 details a system with a memory device in accor-
dance with embodiments of the present invention.

FIGS. 3A and 3B detail NOR and NAND architecture

memory arrays in accordance with embodiments of the
present 1nvention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In the following detailed description of the preferred
embodiments, reference 1s made to the accompanying draw-
ings that form a part hereof, and 1n which 1s shown by way of
illustration specific preferred embodiments in which the
inventions may be practiced. These embodiments are
described 1n sullicient detail to enable those skilled 1n the art
to practice the invention, and 1t 1s to be understood that other
embodiments may be utilized and that logical, mechanical
and electrical changes may be made without departing from
the spirit and scope of the present invention. The terms water
and substrate used previously and in the following description
include any base semiconductor structure. Both are to be
understood as including silicon-on-sapphire (SOS) technol-
ogy, silicon-on-insulator (SOI) technology, thin film transis-
tor (1FT) technology, doped and undoped semiconductors,
epitaxial layers of silicon supported by a base semiconductor,
as well as other semiconductor structures well known to one
skilled 1n the art. Furthermore, when reference 1s made to a
waler or substrate 1n the following description, previous pro-
cess steps may have been utilized to form regions/junctions in
the base semiconductor structure. The following detailed
description 1s, therefore, not to be taken 1n a limiting sense,
and the scope of the present invention 1s defined only by the
claims and equivalents thereof.

Non-volatile memory devices and arrays, 1n accordance
with embodiments of the present invention, facilitate the uti-
lization of band-gap engineered gate stacks with asymmetric
tunnel barriers 1n tloating node memory cells. These asym-
metric tunnel barrier floating node memory cells allow for
low voltage direct tunneling programming and erase in NOR
or NAND architecture memories. The asymmetric band-gap
gate memory cell stack also contains high charge blocking
barriers and deep carrier trapping sites for good charge reten-
tion. This allows memory device embodiments of the present
invention to operate with the characteristics of an ideal or
umversal memory device. The low voltage direct tunnel pro-
gram and erase capability also reduces damage to the gate
stack and the crystal lattice from high energy carriers, reduc-
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ing write fatigue and leakage 1ssues and enhancing device
lifespan allowing effective infinite endurance (10'* to 10>
program/erase cycles). The low voltage program and erase of
embodiments of the present invention also allow for low
voltage memory array design and a smaller effective oxide
thickness (EOT) of the memory cell gate-stacks, allowing low
power, voltage scaling, and for an overall memory array die
area reduction and enabling further scaling of device features
as process technology improves. Reverse and normal mode
memory cell embodiments of the present invention are
detailed. Other memory cell embodiments of the present
invention allow multiple levels of bit storage in a single
memory cell. Embodiments of the present invention arranged
in NOR or NAND memory architectures are provided.

For a non-volatile memory to fulfill the role of both RAM
and ROM 1n a system as a universal memory device, 1t should
overcome the current limitations of non-volatile memory of
limited write/erase endurance, high operating voltages, high
power requirements, and limited access speeds. To do this the
non-volatile memory should generally fulfill the following
requirements: no more than 2x to 3x supply/logic operating,
voltage for conducting 1ts read, write, or erase operations;
have an effectively infinite endurance (10"~ to 10'° program/
erase cycles); have a limited power draw, such that it can be
powered off batteries 1 portable devices; have a high access
speed (in the range of nanoseconds to be similar to RAM
access) for read and write operations; and retain stored data
for 10 or more years (as currently 1s the standard for non-
volatile memory devices). It 1s noted that such an i1deal non-
volatile memory would also benefit from lower internal oper-
ating voltages, currently and in the future, by not being
limited 1n device feature scaling and overall design architec-
ture due to high voltage considerations. In addition, 1t 1s noted
that 11 a non-volatile memory, such as an embodiment of the
present invention, comes close to these requirements for a
universal memory device for speed of access, system archi-
tecture and design in many cases can be modified to still allow
it to be used as a universal memory. Such architecture and
design changes will be apparent to those skilled in the art with
the benefit of the present disclosure and include, but are not
limited to, multi-level memory architectures, memory system
read and write caching, on-chip write caching, and memory
interleaving.

As stated above, current non-volatile memory devices, due
to their operating characteristics, generally cannot act as a
universal memory and fulfill the role of both RAM and ROM
in a computer system or portable device. Most current non-
volatile memory devices require thata 10V to 20V of voltage
be supplied or internally generated for programming and/or
erase operations, which typically occur utilizing CHE, hot
hole, or Fowler-Nordheim tunneling. Because of this high
voltage requirement (5x to 10x or more of the currently
common supply voltages/logic levels of 1.8V to 2.5V) the
power requirements of the devices 1s quite high during a
programming or erase operation. In addition, if high voltage
1s not externally supplied, the internal generation of high
voltages (via internal supply circuits such as charge pumps) 1s
itself inefficient and power consuming.

The high programming and erase voltages required by the
current generation of non-volatile memory devices also dic-
tates that channel widths and the effective oxide thickness of
the individual memory cells be relatively large 1n order to be
able to withstand the high fields generated by these voltages.
This increases the size of the resulting memory array and
limits the amount of scaling that can be done due to integrated
circuit processing improvement. In addition, the support cir-
cuitry of the non-volatile memory device must also be
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designed to accommodate the elevated voltages. The
increased oxide thicknesses, device separation requirements,
scaling limitations, 1solation wells, high voltage circuit
designs and other circuit accommodations due to high voltage
use typically increases the size of the resulting memory
device layout by as much as 40% to 50% in current non-
volatile memory devices. Furthermore, due to the large EOT
of the memory cells, internal voltage generation, high voltage
support circuitry designs and other characteristics of the cur-
rent generation of non-volatile memory devices, access
speeds are generally quite slow compared to RAM devices. In
particular, write and erase operations are typically executed in
milliseconds to microseconds, instead of the nanosecond
execution of a write operation 1n a DRAM. As also detailed
above, the high amount of leakage current generated by and
materials damage done to the memory cells and other devices
of the current generation of non-volatile memory devices by
the required high voltages, fields, and high energy carriers
also generally limits the endurance of the overall non-volatile
memory device and its expected useful lifetime (typically 10°
program/erase cycles 1n current non-volatile memory
devices).

As stated above, conventional floating gate memory cells
of the prior art are typically Field Effect Transistor (FET)
devices. These devices are typically formed as three terminal
devices having a source, drain and control gate connections.
In a typical floating gate memory cell, source and drain
regions ol an opposite impurity doping are formed in an
impurity doped silicon substrate and are separated by a chan-
nel region (a typical NFET transistor would have N+ doped
source/drain regions 1n a P doped substrate, a PFET transistor
would have P+ source/drains in a N doped substrate). The gate
stack of the floating gate or floating node memory cell 1s
typically formed over the channel region and/or portions of
the source and drain regions and typically comprises succes-
stve layers of tunnel insulation, a floating gate or floating
node, a charge blocking msulation layer and the control gate.
The gate stack allows the formation of minority carriers in the
channel and control of the carrier flow from the source to the
drain through the channel via the voltage applied to the con-
trol gate. The floating gate or floating node 1s typically formed
of a conductive material (such as polysilicon as a floating
gate) or a non-conductive charge trapping layer (such as
nitride as a floating node) and 1s electrically 1solated between
tunnel and charge blocking imnsulation layers. The control gate
1s typically formed of aluminum, tungsten, iridium, polysili-
con, or other conductive material. A conductive underlayer
may optionally be applied before depositing the control gate,
which acts as a chemical passivation layer. This passivation
layer typically consists of a thin film of TalN, TiN, HIN, or
IrO,.

The electrical structure of a FET 1s that of a capacitor 1t
viewed from between the channel and the control gate. If
suificient voltage 1s applied across the control gate and the
channel will form a channel of carriers and the FET will
conduct current from 1ts source to drain region. In a floating
gate memory cell FET, the electrical structure formed
between the channel, floating gate and control gate 1s equiva-
lent to that of two series coupled capacitors. Because of this,
charge placed/trapped on the floating gate by moving carriers
through the mnsulation layers (via charge mjection or tunnel-
ing) alters the effective threshold voltage (Vth) of the floating
gate memory cell FET (the voltage applied across the control
gate and the channel at which a channel of carriers 1s formed
in the channel region and the FE'T begins to conduct current
from 1ts source to drain region). This ability to alter the
threshold voltage by trapping or removing charge from the
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floating gate allows data values to be stored in the floating
gate memory cell and read by sensing the differing current
flows through the memory cell FET from 1ts source to drain 1n
its programmed and unprogrammed states. The tloating node
memory cell FET operates similar to the floating gate
memory cell FET, except that the charges are stored 1n a
non-conductive trapping layer replacing the floating gate. It 1s
noted that some tloating node memory cells with non-con-
ductive trapping layer, such as NROM, allow the storage of
more than one bit of datain a memory cell by trapping carriers
locally near and/or above each source/drain region, allowing
the differing bits of data to be read by switching which source/
drain region 1s electrically used as the source or drain.

The insulation layers of conventional floating gate memory
cell FE'Ts must have suflicient charge blocking abaility for the
memory cell to allow for required charge retention period
(typically set at a 50% to 75% amount of the originally stored
charge retained after a 10 year time period). In conventional
floating gate memory cells, this 1s accomplished by forming
the 1nsulator layers (also known as oxide layers due to the
most common forms of isulator maternals utilized) of mate-
rials with sufficient thickness and high enough conduction
bands to be effective tunnel barriers, preventing leakage and
back-tunneling of the trapped charge. Conventional flash
memory cell devices typically utilize a relatively thick S10,
tunnel insulator layer oxide and a stack of oxide-nitride-oxide
(ONOQ) as a charge blocking layer medium between the con-
trol gate and the tloating gate. The typical effective oxide
thickness (EOT) of the entire gate-stack (which affects the
capacitive characteristics of the tloating gate/node FET) for
these conventional flash memory cells generally range from
150 nm to 200 nm 1n thickness. If these 1nsulation layers of a
floating gate memory cell are too thin or are formed of mate-
rials that do not have a sufficiently high conduction band, the
trapped charge will leak out of the device from the floating
gate or floating node through leakage current or via direct
tunneling. As this leakage current increases, the tloating gate
device acts less and less as a non-volatile memory and more
like a volatile memory device (such as DRAM) 1n that 1t must
be periodically refreshed or its stored charge data contents
will dissipate and be lost.

Because of these high insulator thicknesses and tunnel
barriers, the effective oxide thickness (EOT) of the FET from
the control gate to the channel 1s relatively high and therefore
the voltages that must be utilized in programming and/or
erasing conventional floating gate memory cells (12V to 20V
for the current 90-100 nm feature size of integrated circuit
process technology) are typically significantly higher than the
supply voltages of the device (1.2V to 5V). As a result, such
high voltage must therefore be internally generated with
charge pump circuits or separately supplied from a special
external source. This use of such relatively high voltage
requires specialized design and layout, which, as stated
above, can increase the size of the resulting memory by as
much as 40% to 50% and can sigmificantly impact the
memory device’s cost of fabrication. Furthermore, this use of
high voltage can increase the energy utilized 1n erase and
program significantly, and therefore increases the power
requirements of the memory device. The high voltage
requirements, as also detailed above, can also increase dam-
age to the material of the insulator layers, leading to increased
charge leakage and a shorter usetul life (a smaller number of
overall program/erase cycles) for the memory device. In addi-
tion, the relatively high fields generated by these high pro-
gramming and erase voltage places limits on any future fea-
ture reductions for the part as manufacturing processes
improve.
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As stated above, another type of non-volatile memory cell
consists of a floating node field effect transistor (FET),
whereby charge 1s stored 1n local defect sites called traps
characteristic of the material properties of a thin layer of
dielectric that 1s incorporated as a part of the gate-insulator
stack of the FET. These types of devices are classified as
embedded trap devices, 1n contrast to the floating or embed-
ded gate devices mentioned earlier. Embedded trap devices,
in general, require lower programming voltages and exhibit
somewhat higher programming speed and endurance due to
the lower effective oxide thickness (EOT) of the gate insulator
stack employed and the differing materials utilized 1n their
construction.

A first common type of embedded trap device, which 1s
widely utilized 1n many current memory devices, uses a trap-
ping nsulator where the charges are stored both at the inter-
face and 1n the bulk of the trapping insulator. This kind of
device usually employs a silicon (substrate)-oxide-nitride-
oxide-silicon (gate) or “SONOS” gate-stack, wherein the
nitride 1s the trapping insulator. A more recently developed
second type of embedded trap device 1s known as a “nano-
crystal” or “nano-dot” embedded trap device. In this type,
s1licon, germanium, or metal crystals or dots are embedded 1n
the insulator layer (such as S10,, or other dielectric), replacing,
the nitride. Detfects or traps associated with the nano-crystals
become centers of charge storage in these types of devices.

In both of the above described embedded trap devices, the
elfective oxide thickness (EOT) of the gate insulator stack can
be reduced to nearly half that of the minimum EOT of a
conventional floating gate type of device. Consequently, the
programming voltages of embedded trap device can be
reduced by nearly a factor of two (2x) compared to that of a
conventional floating gate memory cell. As a result of this,
embedded trap devices are generally considered to be more
scalable with the development of improved integrated pro-
cessing techniques. This improvement is true irrespective of
the charge injection mechanism beng utilized, CHE or
Fowler-Nordheim tunneling. However, the high carrier
energy associated with the above charge injection mecha-
nisms still limit the reliability and endurance of such devices
in a stmilar manner (although at a reduced level) to that of a
conventional floating gate memory cell device.

The conventional floating gate and embedded trap memory
cells and devices discussed above involve high energy (“hot™)
charge transport between the substrate and the floating gate
for programming and erasure, known as channel hot electron
(CHE) or hot hole injection. In CHE/hot hole programming
and erasure, the field placed across the control gate and the
channel 1s high enough to 1nject carriers (holes/electrons) to
or from the channel to the floating gate or trapping layer
across the tunnel insulator layer. Part of the energy of the hot
carriers 1s transierred to the interface lattice between the
silicon substrate and the gate oxide. As a result, interface
bonds break and interface characteristics get degraded after
multiple write-erase cycles. Consequently, the hot charge
transport generates surface states at the silicon-oxide inter-
face and creates local weak spots in the gate oxide that nega-
tively affects the device by degrading the FET transconduc-
tance (Gm), enhancing the stored charge loss from the
floating gate (1.e. retention loss), and reducing the endurance
(1.e. operable write-erase cycles) of the device.

Programming and erasure by Fowler-Nordheim tunneling
operates by field enhanced quantum mechanical tunneling of
the carriers through the conduction barriers of the insulator
layers to place or remove the carriers to or from the tloating
gate/trapping layer of the memory cell. As a result, Fowler-
Nordheim tunneling takes place at reduced fields and voltages
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than CHE or hot hole injection. However, as an elevated
voltage 1s required to boost the electrical field to the levels
needed to induce tunneling, the energy acquired by the carri-
ers 1s still high and can induce damage of the device matenals,
reducing memory cell endurance and the effective device
lifetimes. In particular, Fowler-Nordheim tunneling can gen-
crate fixed charge centers in the tunneling insulators and
shallow traps and defects 1n the trapping layer, thus breaking
stable bonds and eventually degrading the dielectric proper-
ties of the insulators of the device. Due to the high voltages
and currents required, power consumption during program-
ming and erasure 1s also still significant factor in Fowler-
Nordheim tunneling devices.

As stated above, both the high voltage requirements and
higher leakage currents associated with the current genera-
tion of flash technology have begun to adversely affect endur-
ance, reliability, power and speed of operation of the resulting
devices. The high programming and erase voltages create
high fields across the gate insulator stack resulting in gate
insulator oxide degradation. This gate insulator oxide degra-
dation impacts device non-volatility (retention) reliability
and limits the overall device endurance. The high fields also
severely limit the amount the device feature geometry can
shrink beyond the current generation. The high programming
voltages are also known to induce a strong capacitive cross-
coupling between a selected bit and adjacent unselected bits
with the same wordline (or bitline) or between adjacent word-
lines or bitlines. This cross-coupling has become a critical
1ssue 1n the overall memory device speed and scaling. Cross-
coupling issues typically increase as voltage levels are
increased or the memory device features are scaled smaller
without a commensurate reduction 1n voltage levels.

In conventional SONOS type Flash memory cell devices or
for Flash memory cell devices using nano-crystal traps, the
tunnel oxide thickness can generally be reduced to around 4
nm and EOT ofthe charge blocking oxide/NO layer to around
5-6 nm while still ensuring approximately 10 years of charge
retention at 85° C. (assuming suificient fraction of original
trapped charge, typically 50% to 75%, retained at the end-oi-
life such that the logic level may be appropriately sensed).
This sets an overall minimum gate stack EOT of approxi-
mately 10 nm and, consequently, a programming voltage
level of approximately 10 volts at the low end for such
devices, assuming a reasonable programming speed 1n the
range of 100 usec to 1 msec. For the above tunnel oxide
thickness, electron transport during the programming typi-
cally takes place via Fowler-Nordheim tunneling. However,
to meet the programming speed, the 1initial electron current
density typically must exceed 1E-3 A/cm?, requiring a field
across the tunnel oxide exceeding 10 E6 V/cm, limiting the
amount of programming voltage reduction realistically pos-
sible. The above oxide thicknesses typically will also allow
reverse leakage current for the stored electrons of <1E-12
A/cm?®, which allows the resulting devices to meet the
requirement of 10 years of charge retention at 85° C.

If the tunnel oxide thickness in a conventional tloating gate
or floating node memory cell 1s scaled below 3.2 nm, trans-
port takes place via direct tunneling. Unlike transport by
Fowler-Nordheim tunneling, wherein electrons need to
acquire sulficient energy to exceed the energy barrier (typi-
cally 3.2 €V for SONOS devices), direct tunneling 1s expo-
nentially dependent on the tunneling distance and takes place
at significantly lower electron energy. Therefore, electron
current density can be many orders of magnitude higher while
at low voltages when the tunnel oxide 1s very thin (e.g., 1
nm-1.5 nm). Consequently, both programming speed could
be enhanced as well as programming power significantly
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reduced 1t electron transport could take place by direct tun-
neling. However, as stated above, for very thin tunnel oxide
the reverse leakage 1s also very high as the likelihood of
back-tunneling 1s also typically increased by the thin oxides.
As such, the retention of such pure direct tunneling devices
fails to meet non-volatility requirements of holding the stored
charge for any significant time duration, meaning that the
device has failed and may not be considered an operative
non-volatile memory device (without employing frequent
refreshing of the memory states).

Because of the above stated reasons, oxide-based non-
volatile memory cell devices, such as traditional Flash,
SONOS, or Nano-crystal memory cells are limited 1n voltage,
power and speed scalability. Additionally, because of the high
fields required across the oxide insulation layers, such oxide-
based devices are also limited 1n reliability and endurance.

Generally, to meet universal memory device operating
characteristics, non-volatile memory cells devices must pro-
gram and erase at a fast access speed at acceptably low volt-
age and power, while concurrently exhibiting long retention,
enhanced endurance and reliability. In order to do this they
typically must satisiy the following requirements:

1) The EOT of the entire gate insulator stack should be 1n
the range of 2 nm to 6 nm for low voltage operation and speed.

2) The maximum average 1nitial programming field should
be =<7.5E6 V/cm.

3) The celectron current density during programming
should be >>1E-3 A/cm®.

4) The electron leakage current density during retention
should be <1E-12 A/cm”.

5) The electron trap density should be >5E12/cm” to facili-
tate a desired Vit shift for minimum adequate logical state
separation.

To meet these requirements, embodiments of the present
invention utilize band-gap engineered gate-stacks that allow
low voltage program and erase of the memory cells via the
direct tunneling of carriers to or from the trapping layer. The
band-gap engineered gate stack of the present invention
incorporate asymmetric tunnel barriers having multiple lay-
ers of direct tunnel layers of increasing conduction band
olfset and increasing values of K (dielectric constant) to pro-
vide very high electron current density during programming
at reduced voltage drop across the direct tunnel layers, ful-
filling requirements 2) and 3) stated above. The combination
of deep charge trapping centers and asymmetric tunnel bar-
riers of increasing band ofiset provides large reverse tunnel-
ing barrier to promote the required charge retention, thereby
tulfilling requirement 4) above. Approprniate selections of
charge trapping material and embedded nanocrystals enable
tulfillment of requirement 5) while the dielectric constant
values of the entire gate stack layers help fulfill requirement
1).

As stated above, 1n direct tunneling of carriers, the carriers
are quantum mechanically tunneled into the floating gate/
trapping layer under low energy conditions. To overcome
limitations of reverse direct tunneling operation, the gate-
stack of the embodiments of the present invention utilizes
multiple layers of material that are band-gap engineered with
increasing band-gap offsets and high K values to form an
asymmetric band-gap tunnel insulator layer. This asymmetric
band-gap tunnel insulator layer 1s very efficient in charge
transport 1n one direction and yet becomes very retarded in
the reverse transport direction, presenting a large barrier. The
asymmetric band-gap tunnel insulator layer allows for a low
voltage direct tunneling to the trapping layer of the device
when a programming field 1s applied across 1t utilizing the
stepped internal fields of the band-gaps of the asymmetric
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band-gap tunnel insulator layers, while the same stepped
band-gap ofisets and high K dielectrics present a large band-
gap and consequently large energy barrier to the charges so
trapped to prevent back-tunneling and maintain the required
long term charge retention.

Because of this direct tunneling programming and erasure,
embodiments of the present invention provide a non-volatile
memory cell having an insulator stack with alow overall EOT,
allowing them to be operated at very low power and at low
programming voltage. The low voltage program and/or erase
operations of embodiments of the present invention also
reduce damage 1n the material of the device due to the tun-
neling/injection of carriers through the 1nsulator layers (the
injected carriers are “cool” and never gain enough energy to
aifect the lattice or material bonds). In addition, embodiments
ol the present invention allow for improved scaling by allow-
ing the memory to employ smaller effective oxide thicknesses
(EOT) and low voltage layout and design in the array and
support circuitry of the resulting memory device.

The band-gap engineered tunneling medium of embodi-
ments ol the present invention consists of multiple layers of
direct tunnel layers of increasing conduction band oifset
(cach following tunnel layer has a higher conduction band
energy level than the previous layer) and increasing values of
K (dielectric constant) to provide very high electron current
density during programming at reduced voltage drop across
the direct tunnel layers, allowing for high speed, low power
programming.

For a conventionally structured normal mode memory cell
(a normal gate-1nsulator stack or NGIS) the charge blocking
layer and tunnel layer placement are positioned 1n the gate-
insulator stack, such that the charge blocking layer 1s between
the control gate and the floating node and the tunnel insulator
1s between the channel and the floating node. In this arrange-
ment, charge transport takes place primarily between the
channel and the trapping layer (floating node) during pro-
gramming and erasure. In operation, the stepped band-gap
arrangement facilitates direct tunneling of electrons layer to
layer from the channel to the trapping layer with a low applied
field. After tunneling to the trapping layer, the combined
asymmetric stepped energy barriers, long back tunnel dis-
tance, and optional deep level charge traps act to reduce
charge leakage to the substrate and provide adequate charge
retention for non-volatile usage. A high K charge blocking
layer and passivation layer are also integrated in the gate-
stack for such embodiment of the present invention to main-
tain low charge leakage to the control gate from the trapping,
layer.

In another embodiment of the present invention, nano-
crystals are embedded 1n a trapping layer which contains deep
high density traps to provide a large trapped charge density,
enhancing logic level separation and increasing stored
charge, while minimizing the adverse efiects of coulomb
blockade and quantum confinement. The use of deep traps
and/or nano-crystals further increase charge retention by pro-
viding deep quantum wells at the trapping layer, further
increasing the potential barrier that the trapped charges must
overcome to escape from the trapping layer or back-tunnel
through.

Programming the above normal mode memory cell
embodiments of the present mvention 1s accomplished by
providing a voltage across the channel and the control gate to
apply a field across the multiple tunnel layers and induce
direct tunneling of electrons from the channel to the trapping
layer. In multi-bit storage, the voltage 1s applied between a
selected source/drain region (with memory cell FET operat-
ing with the selected source/drain region acting as a source
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and the second source/drain region acting as the drain) and the
control gate, tunneling electrons to the trapping layer directly
adjacent to the selected source/drain region. The memory cell
1s then read by reversing the operational function of the first
and second source/drain regions (the selected source/drain
region acting as the drain and the second source/drain region
acting as the source).

Erasure 1n the above normal mode embodiments of the
present 1nvention 1s also accomplished by direct tunneling.
Although the erase operation 1s also by direct tunneling, the
energy barriers are successively higher due to the asymmetric
stepped barriers present in the tunnel layers, resulting 1n a
relatively slower erase speed when compared to the write
operation. An elevated negative voltage 1s applied across the
channel and the control gate, applying a field across the
multiple tunnel layer and inducing direct tunneling of elec-
trons from the trapping layer to the channel to erase the
memory cell. As stated above, 1t 1s noted that this direct
tunneling erase 1s typically slower in operation than the direct
tunnel program operation due to having to tunnel through the
entire combined thickness and barrier of the asymmetric
band-gap tunnel imsulator. Higher voltages can also be
applied to speed the erase operation, however, this will have
the effect of increasing device structure damage. At the same
time, the asymmetric barrier significantly improves the
charge retention, since trapped electrons cannot assume
enough energy to get into the conduction band when the
memory cell 1s 1 the standby state. The relatively slower
erase, however, can be oflfset by utilization of a block erase
operation, where a large block of bits 1s erased 1n parallel.

Although the low voltage direct tunneling erase 1s in a
relatively slower speed than the direct tunnel programming
due to the asymmetric band-gap tunnel insulator, 1t 1s noted
that non-volatile device erasure 1s typically infrequent and, in
block erase based devices, can be done on a parallel basis, as
stated above. It 1s also noted that memory cell erasure of
embodiments of the present invention can also be accom-
plished by conventional hot-hole 1njection, Fowler-Nordheim
tunneling, or by enhanced tunneling of holes from the control
gate.

It 1s also noted that the appropriate selection of gate passi-
vation layers as well as band engineered tunnel layers can be
utilized to enhance erase speed through simultaneous hole
injection from the control gate during erase operation. In this
form of erasure, a band-gap engineered charge blocking 1nsu-
lation layer 1s formed between the control gate and the trap-
ping layer, which allows for etficient and enhanced tunneling
of holes from the control gate to the trapping layer at an
appropriate control gate voltage level. At the above voltage
level, an effective field 1s established across the charge block-
ing layer, between the electrons trapped in the charged trap-
ping layer to the control gate, such that holes (which have a
higher effective mass than electrons) are efliciently tunneled
across the charge blocking layer. As more and more trapped
clectrons are compensated from the trapping layer by hole
tunneling and trapping, the effective field between the control
gate and the trapping layer across the charge blocking layer
diminishes until the trapping layer 1s discharged or compen-
sated (at this point, a balanced steady state of hole tunneling
from the control gate and electron tunneling from the channel
to the trapping layer 1s established). As a result of this bal-
anced steady state, memory cell erasure 1s self-limiting and
the possibility of memory cell overerasure diminished. Such
method of memory cell erasure through hole 1jection 1s

detailed in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/127,618, tatled
“BAND-ENGINEERED MULTI-GATED NON-VOLA-
TILE MEMORY DEVICE WITH ENHANCED
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ATTRIBUTES,” filed May 12, 2005, and U.S. Pat. No. 6,784,

480, titled “ASYMMETRIC BAND-GAP ENGINEERED
NONVOLATILE MEMORY DEVICE,” 1ssued Aug. 31,

2004, both of which are commonly assigned.

For the reverse mode memory cell (a reverse gate-insulator
stack or RGIS) the charge blocking layer and tunnel layer
placement are reversed in the gate-insulator stack, such that
the charge blocking layer 1s now between the channel and the
floating node and the tunnel insulator 1s between the control
gate and the tloating node. In this arrangement, charge trans-
port takes place primarily between the control gate and the
trapping layer (floating node) during programming and era-
sure. Programming such a reverse mode memory cell 1s
accomplished by providing a voltage to the substrate while
the control gate of the cell to be programmed 1s held to a low
or ground potential. Enhanced electron 1njection from the
control gate, increased transport through the direct tunnel
layers due to increasing conduction band offset and increas-
ing K values, and subsequent trapping 1n the deep trapping
centers 1n the trapping layer fulfills the programming require-
ments. As a result, the threshold of the programmed cell 1s
raised and data 1s stored. Reading 1s accomplished 1n a similar
manner as a normal mode memory cell.

For the reverse mode memory cell, erasure 1s accomplished
by 1mposing an appropriate positive potential at the control
gate while the substrate 1s held at a low (even to a slightly
negative) or ground potential. During erasure, the electrons
from the trapping layer returns to the control gate by direct
tunneling. Block erasure offsets somewhat reduced erase
speed similar to the normal mode memory cell device. Read-
ing of the erased state 1s accomplished 1n a similar manner as
carried out 1n the normal mode device.

Reverse mode memory cells have an advantage over nor-
mal mode memory cells 1n that both the program and erase
operations can be accomplished with positive voltages only,
thereby simplitying support circuitry. In addition, appropnate
selection of channel passivation layers (such as S10, and
oxygen-rich S1ON of refractive index y=1.5 which can be
utilized to saturate the dangling bonds of the silicon substrate)
between the channel and the charge blocking layer as well as
band engineered charge blocking layers can be utilized to
enhance erase speed through simultaneous hole 1njection
from the channel during erase operation.

Although much of the focus of the embodiment 1s prima-
rily on the normal mode memory cell, 1t should be noted that
the reverse mode memory cell equally embraces the underly-
ing concepts of the invention towards providing a universal
memory device. Furthermore, 1n actual implementation, the
reverse mode memory cell may exhibit certain advantages in
speed-power-density tradeolils over normal mode memory
cells.

This programming and erasure by the transport of electrons
by direct tunneling allows embodiments of the present inven-
tion to consume orders of magnitude lower power compared
to conventional flash memory cells and devices. Writing
speed 1s significantly enhanced as electrons tunnel directly
from one direct tunnel layer into the next through successive
layers of low barrier energy.

As stated above, the tunnel insulation layer region of
embodiments of the present invention consists of two or more
layers of dielectric material with increasing conduction band
olffsets and/or increasing dielectric K values, allowing direc-
tionally asymmetric direct tunneling efficiency of carriers
through the tunnel layer. The layers of dielectric material can
be selected from any commonly utilized 1nsulator materials
(oxides, mixed oxides, nitrides, oxynitrides, mixed oxyni-
trides, or silicates) so long as they are arranged in increasing,
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band-gap offsets and, preferably, higher K dielectric materi-
als to help reduce the EOT of the resulting memory cell.
Examples of these insulator materials include, but are not
limited to, silicon dioxide (S10,), titanium dioxide (110,),
hatnium oxide (H1O,), zircomum oxide, Praseodymium
Oxide (Pr,0;), alumina (Al,O;), mixed oxide hatnium and
aluminum, mixed oxide of hafnium and titanium, mixed
oxide of hatnium and silicon, silicon oxynitride (S10N), S1N,
AIN, HIN, mixed oxymtrldes of hatmium and silicon, eftc.
These layers of increasing band-gap oifset dielectric material
are typically deposited over the channel region of the memory
cell during manufacturing processing utilizing atomic layer
deposition (ALD) or other appropriate deposition processes.

For example, the tunnel region may be a composite of one
or more mono layers of S10, (band gap 9 eV, K=3.9), ALD
grown on silicon substrate, followed by a One Or MOre Mono-
layers of silicon nitride (SiN, band offset 1.03 eV, K=7) or
alumina (Al,O,, band offset: 4.5 ¢V, K=10) to be followed by
a one or more mono-layers of HIO, (band offset: 1.65 eV,
K=24) or Pr,O; (band ofiset: 1.9 €V band gap 3.9 ¢V; K=30)
or T10, (band offset 3.15 eV; K=60) for a three layer tunnel
layer structure. A two-layer tunnel structure can consist of
S10,/Pr,O, or $10,/T10,, S10,/HIO,, etc. It 1s noted that
other two, three, or more layer asymmetric band-gap tunnel
regions of embodiments of the present invention are also
possible and will be apparent to those skilled 1n the art with
the benefit of the present disclosure, and as such the above
examples should not be considered as limiting.

It 1s also noted that, in one embodiment of the present
invention, the successive layers of the asymmetric band-gap
tunnel layer not only have increasing band offsets, but also
have material of higher K values and increased direct tunnel
thickness to minimize the effective EOT of the tunnel layer
composite and optimize voltage drop across the each of the
tunnel layers. In embodiments of the present invention, the
physical thickness of the composite tunnel layer can be pret-
erably designed to be around 3 nm or less and the EOT around
1.5 nm or less for low voltage operation. For example, a

typical tunnel layer may consist of 0.8 nm of S10,+1 nm of
SIN+1 nm of HIO, (EOT=1.6 nm) or 0.8 nm of S10,+1 nm of

H1O,+1.5 nm of Pr,O; (EOT=1.3 nm) or 0.8 nm of S10,+1
nm of HtO,+2 nm ot T10O, (EOT~=1.2 nm).

In order to improve retention and charge density, metal
nano-crystal memory devices have been utilized that contain
certain metal or semiconductor nano-dots or nano-crystals
including, but not limited to, tungsten, silicon, germanium,
cobalt, platinum, gold, iridium, and palladium to provide
deep energy trapping sites at the metal-insulator interface due
to large work function difference. However, such devices
require optimum dot size and dot separation to facilitate
elfective retention of trapped charges due to quantum con-
finement etlfect (to prevent electrons from tunneling between
adjacent trapping sites within the trapping layer or tunneling
back to silicon). In addition, coulomb blockade (where like
charges repel each other) could further degrade charge reten-
tion, necessitating that multiple charge trapping per nano-dot
should be avoided.

If coulomb blockade 1s minimized such that effectively a
single electron 1s captured for every available nano-dot trap-
ping site and the nano-dot s1ze and separation are optimized to
reduce the adverse effects of quantum confinement, the effec-
tive charge trapping density of nano-dot trapping layer 1s
limited to around 1E12/cm?® to 2E12/cm?® regardless of the
actual density of nano-dots. Consequently, the effective
charge trapping density for conventional nano-dot or nano-
crystal devices 1s limited. This effective charge trapping den-
sity limitation can be overcome 11 an optimum geometry and




US 7,612,403 B2

15

distribution of nano-crystals were embedded in insulating
trapping layers that also contained a high density of naturally
occurring deep traps, such as SiN, AIN, Ta,O., TiO,, or
S10N. If this trapping layer 1s also formed of high K material,
the EOT of the entire stack would also be reduced.

The above concept 1s utilized for the trapping medium in
one embodiment of the invention. In this approach, the trap-
ping medium may consist of an appropriate thickness of an
insulator having a large number of naturally occurring trap
sites, such as silicon oxynitride (S10N, trap depth: Et>1.2 €V,
refractive index~1.8, K=7) or H1O,, (trap depth: Et=1.5 &V,
K=24), silicon nitride (S1,N,, trap depth: Et=1.0 eV, retrac-
tive 1ndex=2.0, K=7), silicon-rich silicon nitride, tantalum
oxide, (Ta,O., Et=2.7 ¢V, K=26) aluminum mitride (AIN, trap
depth>1.0 eV, K=10) or T10, (trap depth: Et=0.9 eV; K=60).
The trapping medium 1s then embedded with nano-crystals/
nano-dots that can include, but are not limited to tungsten,
s1licon, germanium, cobalt, platinum, 1ridium, gold, or palla-
dium 1n sizes ranging from 1.5 nm to 4 nm with a separation
of 3.5 nm to 5 nm to further increase the number of trapping
sites.

As stated above, the silicon oxy-nitride (S10N) utilized 1n
the above example provides additional charge trapping sites.
The nitrogen-rich S1ON has an atomic silicon concentration
of approximately 38%-40%, an atomic oxygen concentration
ol approximately 20%, and an atomic nitrogen concentration
of approximately 40%, resulting in a trapping layer with a
dielectric constant of approximately 7, refractive index of
approximately v=1.8 and a charge trap density of 8E12-1E13/
cm2. In the above S10ON, deep energy traps are associated
with larger concentrations of S1—O—N bond “defects” in the
s1licon oxy-nitrides. Such a trapping layer of an embodiment
of the present mnvention would provide an effective charge
density in the desired range of 5E12/cm* to 1E13/cm?® without
the adverse effects on retention due to coulomb blockade or
quantum confinement. It 1s noted that other charge trapping
insulator materials may also be utilized 1n embodiments of
the present invention as the charge trapping layer.

For one embodiment of the present invention, the charge
blocking layers are preferably comprised of a single or com-
posite layer of large K dielectric material layers such as Al, O,
(K=10) or Pr,O, (K=30) or T10,, (K=60) of thickness greater
than 6 nm, to provide a large electron energy barrier and
prevent direct tunneling of trapped charges to the control gate
while helping minimize the overall EOT of the gate-stacks.
As stated above, charge blocking layers have been disclosed
that allow for erasure of the data stored in the trapped charge
on the trapping layer or floating gate of the memory cell by
allowing the tunneling or injection of hole or electron carriers
through the charge blocking layer from the control gate. It 1s
noted, however, that multiple insulators can be utilized in
charge blocking layers of embodiments of the present mnven-
tion, mcluding, but not limited to mnsulators from the oxide,
mixed oxide, nitride, oxynitrides, mixed oxymitrides, and sili-
cate families.

For the reverse mode device, similar concepts apply for the
charge blocking layer which 1s deposited on top of the silicon
substrate. To passivate the silicon-gate insulator interface,
one to three mono-layers ot S10, or SION may be employed
betore a high K charge blocking layer (e.g., Al,O; or Pr,0;)
1s deposited. Such interface has the added advantage of pro-
viding a fixed negative charge to reduce electron 1njection
from the substrate during programming and erase.

The control gate of embodiments of the present invention
typically consist of a thin passivating conductive underlayer
of HIN, TiN, IrO, or TaN (for process integration) with either
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a polysilicon gate or any other appropriate metal gate (such as
aluminum, irndium, or tungsten) formed over 1t.

The total EOT for a gate stack of an embodiment of the
present invention made with the above materials and specifi-
cations will typically range from EOT=2.5 nm to EOT=6.5
nm with physical thickness ranging (excluding gate electrode
thickness) from 10 nm and upward, have a programming
voltage as low as 1.5V, and an average field as low as 1.0E6V/
cm?®. This allows memory cells and devices of embodiments
ol the present invention to provide voltage scalability and low
power consumption levels not available imn other current
memory devices.

For the normal mode device, FIG. 1A details physical cross
section of the gate stack structure and FIG. 1B details the
corresponding band-gap diagram of a normal mode memory
cell 100 1n accordance with embodiments of the present
mvention. In FIG. 1A, a NFET memory cell 100 1s shown
formed on a substrate 102. The memory cell 100 has a {first
and second source/drain regions 104, 106, 1n contact with a
channel reglon 108, and a gate- stack 110 formed over the
channel region 108. The gate-stack 110 contains a tunnel
insulator layer 112 formed over the channel region 108, a
trapping layer/floating node 114 formed over the tunnel 1nsu-
lator layer 112, a charge blocking layer 116 formed over the
trapping layer 114, an optional passivation layer 117, and a
control gate 118. The tunnel insulator layer 1 12 includes two
or more layers of materials layered to provide an asymmetric
stepped band-gap profile. Other normal mode memory cell
embodiments of the present invention may also provide a
trapping layer 114 with deep traps and embedded metal nano-
crystals, and a high K charge blocking layer 116.

Specifically, 1n one embodiment, the tunnel insulator layer
112 contains three layers of material, a first layer o1 0.5 nm of
S10, (K=4), having a band-gap of approximately 9 ¢V formed
over the channel region 108 and silicon substrate 102, which

has a band-gap o11.1 eV. A second layer of 1 nm of SiN (band
offset 1.03 eV, K=7) or Al,O,, (band gap: 8.8 ¢V, K=10) 1s
tormed over the first layer of S10,. And a third layer of 1 nm
of HIO, (band-gap: 4.5 eV, K= 24) 1s formed over the second
layer.

The trapping layer 114 1s formed of a layer of 5-7 nm of
T10, (band-gap of approximately 3.15 eV, K=60) with 3.5-
4.0 nm of embedded Cobalt nano-dots, having a resulting
EOT of nearly 0.3 nm. Alternatively, the trapping layer could
be a single layer of aluminum nitride (AIN, K=15) or nitro-
gen-rich S10N (of refractive index of approximately y=1.8
and K=7) of appropriate thickness containing deep traps
(Et>1.0 eV). The charge blocking layer 116 i1s formed of 10
nm of Al,O,, (band gap: 8.8 eV, K=10), Pr,O, (band gap: 3.9
eV, K=30), Ti0, (band gap: 3.15 eV, K=60) with an EOT as
low as 0.67 nm. The control gate 118 1s then typically formed
of polysilicon, tungsten, iridium, or aluminum and may
include an 1nitial passivation layer 117, such as a thin layer of
HIN, TaN, IrO, or TiN, formed over the charge blocking layer
116.

In another embodiment, the tunnel insulator layer 112 also
contains three layers of matenial, a first layer of 0.5 nm of
510, (K=4), having a band-gap of approximately 9 eV formed
over the channel region 108 and silicon substrate 102, which
has a band-gap o11.1 eV. A second layer of 1 nm of SiN (band
offset 1.03 eV, K=7) or oxygen-rich silicon oxy-nitride,

S10N, (refractive mndex of approximately y=1.53, band-gap
7.3 eV, and K=5) or Al,O,, (band gap: 8.8 eV, K= 10) formed

over the first layer of S10,. And a third layer of 1.5 nm of
H1O, (band-gap: 4.5 eV, K=24) formed over the second layer.
The effective oxide thickness (EOT) of these three layers

could be as low as 1.32 nm. The oxygen-rich silicon oxy-
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nitride (S1ON, with refractive index of approximately y=1.55)
has an atomic oxygen concentration ol >=46%, while its
atomic silicon concentration 1s <=33%. The corresponding
nitrogen-rich silicon oxy-nitride (S1ON, with a refractive
index of approximately y=1.8) has an atomic oxygen concen-
tration of <=25%, while the atomic mitrogen concentration 1s
approximately 40%.

The trapping layer 114 1s formed of a layer of 6nm of H1O,
with 3.5-4.0 nm of embedded Cobalt nano-dots, having a
resulting EOT of 0.3 nm. The charge blocking layer 116 1s
formed of 10 nm of T10, (K=60) with an EOT of 0.67 nm.
And the gate electrode 118 formed of 10 nm of TiN as a
passivation layer 117 and doped polysilicon.

Total combined EOT of the gate-stack 110 for the above
example can be as low as 2.3 nm and the total physical
insulator thickness 1s 19 nm. Such a device would yield the
following characteristics: programming voltage +/-1.3V;
voltage coupling to tunnel layer: 0.86V (coupling coellicient:
0.574); trap density: >5E12/cm?; Logic Separation: >0.5V
(100 electron trapping/storage) per device. Average program-
ming/erase electric field: <1E6V/cm®.

It1s noted, as detailed above, that multiple insulators can be
utilized in tunnel layers of embodiments of the present inven-
tion, mcluding, but not limited to insulators from the oxide,
mixed oxide, nitride, oxynitride, mixed oxynitride, and sili-
cate families.

For the reverse mode device, FIG. 1C details physical cross
section of the gate stack structure and FIG. 1D details the
corresponding band-gap diagram of a reverse mode memory
cell 150 1n accordance with embodiments of the present
invention. In FIG. 1C, areverse mode NFE'T memory cell 150
1s shown formed on a substrate 152. The memory cell 150 has
a first and second source/drain regions 154, 156, in contact
with a channel region 158, and a gate-stack 160 formed over
the channel region 158. The gate-stack 160 contains a charge
blocking layer 166 formed over the channel region 158, a
trapping layer/tloating node 164 formed over the charge
blocking layer 166, a tunnel insulator layer 162 formed over
the trapping layer 164, and a control gate 168 formed over the
tunnel 1insulator layer 162. An optional passivation layer 167
1s formed between the tunnel insulator layer 162 and the
control gate 168. Another optional passivation layer 170 such
as S10, or oxygen-rich S1ON that reduces interface states can
be formed between the channel region 138 and the charge
blocking layer 166. The tunnel 1nsulator layer 162 includes
two or more layers of matenals layered to provide an asym-
metric stepped band-gap profile. Other reverse mode memory
cell embodiments of the present invention may also provide a
trapping layer 164 that contains deep traps and embedded
metal nano-crystals, and a high K charge blocking layer 166.

FI1G. 2 shows a simplified diagram of a system 228 1ncor-
porating a non-volatile memory device 200 of the present
invention coupled to a host 202, which 1s typically a process-
ing device or memory controller. In one embodiment of the
present invention, the non-volatile memory 200 1s a NOR
architecture Flash memory device or a NAND architecture
Flash memory device. The non-volatile memory device 200
has an interface 230 that contains an address interface 204,
control interface 206, and data interface 208 that are each
coupled to the processing device 202 to allow memory read
and write accesses. It 1s noted that other memory interfaces
230 that can be utilized with embodiments of the present
invention exist, such as a combined address/data bus, and will
be apparent to those skilled in the art with the benefit of the
present disclosure. In one embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the interface 230 1s a synchronous memory interface,

such as a SDRAM or DDR-SDRAM interface. Internal to the
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non-volatile memory device, an internal memory controller
210 directs the internal operation; managing the non-volatile
memory array 212 and updating RAM control registers and
non-volatile erase block management registers 214. The
RAM control registers and tables 214 are utilized by the
internal memory controller 210 during operation of the non-
volatile memory device 200. The non-volatile memory array
212 contains a sequence of memory banks or segments 216.
Each bank 216 1s orgamized logically into a series of erase
blocks (not shown). Memory access addresses are recetved on
the address interface 204 of the non-volatile memory device
200 and divided into a row and column address portions. In
one embodiment of the present invention, the non-volatile
memory 200 1s utilized by the host 202 as a universal or 1deal
memory, replacing both the RAM and ROM 1n the system
228.

On aread access the row address 1s latched and decoded by
row decode circuit 220, which selects and activates a row/
page (not shown) of memory cells across a selected memory
bank. The bit values encoded 1n the output of the selected row
of memory cells are coupled to alocal bit line (not shown) and
a global bit line (not shown) and are detected by sense ampli-
fiers 222 associated with the memory bank. The column
address of the access 1s latched and decoded by the column
decode circuit 224. The output of the column decode circuit
224 selects the desired column data from the internal data bus
(not shown) that 1s coupled to the outputs of the 1individual
read sense amplifiers 222 and couples them to an I/O butler
226 for transier from the memory device 200 through the data
interface 208.

On a write access the row decode circuit 220 selects the row
page and column decode circuit 224 selects write sense
amplifiers 222. Data values to be written are coupled from the
I/O bufler 226 via the internal data bus to the write sense
amplifiers 222 selected by the column decode circuit 224 and
written to the selected non-volatile memory cells (not shown)
of the memory array 212. The written cells are then reselected
by the row and column decode circuits 220, 224 and sense
amplifiers 222 so that they can be read to verity that the
correct values have been programmed into the selected
memory cells.

As previously stated, the two common types of EEPROM
and Flash memory array architectures are the “NAND” and
“NOR” architectures, so called for the similarity each basic
memory cell Conﬁguration has to the corresponding logic
gate design. In the NOR array architecture, the floating gate
memory cells of the memory array are arranged in a matrix
similar to RAM or ROM. The gates of each floating gate
memory cell of the array matrix are coupled by rows to word
select lines (word lines) and their drains are coupled to col-
umn bit lines. The source of each floating gate memory cell 1s
typically coupled to a common source line. The NOR archi-
tecture floating gate memory array 1s accessed by a row
decoder activating a row of floating gate memory cells by
selecting the word line coupled to their gates. The row of
selected memory cells then place their stored data values on
the column bit lines by flowing a differing current from the
coupled source line to the coupled column bit lines depending
on their programmed states. A column page of bit lines 1s
selected and sensed, and individual data words are selected
from the sensed data words from the column page and com-

municated from the memory.
An EEPROM or Flash NAND array architecture also

arranges 1ts array of tloating gate memory cells 1n a matrix
such that the gates of each floating gate memory cell of the
array are coupled by rows to word lines. However each
memory cell 1s not directly coupled to a source line and a
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column bit line. Instead, the memory cells of the array are
arranged together 1n strings, typically of 8, 16, 32, or more
cach, where the memory cells 1 the string are coupled
together 1n series, source to drain, between a common source
line and a column bit line. This allows a NAND array archi-
tecture to have a higher memory cell density than a compa-
rable NOR array, but with the cost of a generally slower
access rate and programming complexity.

A NAND architecture floating gate memory array 1s
accessed by a row decoder activating a row of floating gate
memory cells by selecting the word select line coupled to
their gates. In addition, the word lines coupled to the gates of
the unselected memory cells of each string are also driven.
However, the unselected memory cells of each string are
typically driven by a higher gate voltage so as to operate them
as pass transistors and allowing them to pass current in a
manner that 1s unrestricted by their stored data values. Cur-
rent then flows from the source line to the column bit line
through each floating gate memory cell of the series coupled
string, restricted only by the memory cells of each string that
are selected to be read. This places the current encoded stored
data values of the row of selected memory cells on the column
bit lines. A column page of bit lines 1s selected and sensed,
and then imndividual data words are selected from the sensed
data words from the column page and communicated from the
memory device.

FIG. 3A shows a simplified NOR floating gate or trapping,
layer memory array 300 of a EEPROM or Flash memory
device of an embodiment of the present invention. In FIG. 3A,
a NOR array 300 couples floating gate or trapping layer
memory cells 302 of embodiments of the present invention to
bit lines 312, source lines 314, word lines 306, and a substrate
connection 222. In forming the NOR array 300, the bit lines
312 and source lines 314 are typically formed locally from N+
doped regions deposited 1in the substrate and are separated by
a channel region. Fach memory cell FET 302 has a gate-
insulator stack formed over the channel region and between
the N+ doped regions of a bit line 312 and a source line 314,
utilizing the N+ doped regions as a drain and source respec-
tively (it 1s noted that the source line 314 may be replaced with
a second bit line 312 connection 1n multi-bit cell arrays, so
that the current flow through the memory cell may be
reversed). As described above, the gate-insulator stack 1s
made of a composite asymmetric band-gap tunnel 1nsulator
layer formed on top of the channel region, a floating gate/
trapping layer formed on the tunnel insulator, charge blocking
insulator layer formed over the trapping layer, and a control
gate 306 (typically formed integral to the word line 306, also
known as a control gate line) formed over the charge blocking,
insulator. It 1s noted that other NOR architecture memory
array 300 configurations incorporating embodiments of the
present invention are possible and will be apparent to those
skilled 1n the art with the benefit of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3B details a simplified NAND memory string 320 of
a NAND architecture EEPROM or Flash memory device of
an embodiment of the present invention. In FIG. 3B, a series
of floating gate or trapping layer memory cells 302 of
embodiments of the present invention are coupled together
source to drain to form a NAND string 320 (typically of 8, 16,
32, or more cells). Each memory cell FET 302 has a gate-
insulator stack that 1s made of a composite asymmetric band-
gap tunnel 1nsulator layer on top of the substrate, a tloating
gate/trapping layer formed on the tunnel insulator layer,
charge blocking insulator layer formed over the trapping
layer, and a control gate 306 (typically formed in a control
gate line, also known as a word line) formed over the charge
blocking layer. N+ doped regions are formed between each
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gate insulator stack to form the source and drain regions of the
adjacent floating gate memory cells, which additionally oper-
ate as connectors to couple the cells of the NAND string 320
together. Optional select gates 304, that are coupled to gate
select lines, are formed at either end of the NAND floating
gate string 320 and selectively couple opposite ends of the
NAND floating gate string 320 to a bit line 312 and a source
line 314. In a NAND memory array, the NAND architecture
memory string 320 of FIG. 3B would be coupled to bit lines
312, source lines 314, word lines 306, and a substrate con-
nection 322.

It 1s also noted that other memory cells, memory strings,
arrays, and memory devices in accordance with embodiments
ol the present invention are possible and should be apparent to
those skilled 1n the art with benefit of the present disclosure.

CONCLUSION

Non-volatile memory devices and arrays have been
described that utilize asymmetric band-gap engineered gate
stacks with asymmetric tunnel barners in floating gate
memory cells in NOR or NAND memory architectures that
allow for direct tunnel programming and erase, while main-
taining high charge blocking barriers and deep carrier trap-
ping sites for good charge retention. The low voltage direct
tunneling program and erase capability reduces damage to the
gate stack and the crystal lattice from high energy carriers,
reducing write fatigue and leakage issues and enhancing
device lifespan. The low voltage program and erase also allow
for low voltage memory array design and a smaller effective
oxide thickness (EOT) of the memory cell gate-stacks, allow-
ing for an overall memory array die area reduction and
enabling further scaling of device features as process tech-
nology improves. Reverse and normal mode memory cell
embodiments of the present invention are detailled. Memory
cell embodiments of the present invention also allow multiple
bit storage 1n a single memory cell, and allow for program-
ming and erase with reduced voltages. These characteristics
allow memory device embodiments of the present invention
to operate within the definition of an ideal or universal
memory device, capable of replacing both DRAM and ROM
n a system.

Although specific embodiments have been illustrated and
described herein, 1t will be appreciated by those of ordinary
skill in the art that any arrangement, which 1s calculated to
achieve the same purpose, may be substituted for the specific
embodiment shown. This application 1s intended to cover any
adaptations or variations of the present invention. Therefore,
it 1s manifestly intended that this invention be limited only by
the claims and the equivalents thereof.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A non-volatile memory cell, comprising;:

a first and second source/drain regions formed 1n a sub-

strate coupled by a channel region;

an asymmetric band-gap tunnel insulator layer containing

two or more sub-layers formed over the channel region
and/or first and second source/drain regions, wherein the
two or more sub-layers comprise layers of increasing
conduction band offset;

a trapping layer formed over the tunnel insulator layer;

a charge blocking layer formed over the trapping layer; and

a control gate formed over the charge blocking layer;

wherein the two or more sub-layers are formed so that the

two or more sub-layers increase in conduction band
offset from the trapping layer to the channel region.

2. The non-volatile memory cell of claim 1, wherein the
two or more sub-layers of the tunnel insulator layer comprise
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two or more sub-layers of dielectric material of increasing
conduction band offset, wherein each of the two or more
sub-layers of dielectric material are selected from one of an
oxide, a mixed oxide, a nitride, a oxynitride, a mixed oxyni-
tride, and a silicate. 5
3. The non-volatile memory cell of claim 1, wherein the
two or more sub-layers of the tunnel insulator layer are
selected from one of Al,O,, Pr,0O,, T10,, S10,, H1O,, ZrO.,
S1IN, AIN, HIN, oxygen-rich SiON (refractive index of
approximately 1.5), nitrogen-rich S1ON (refractive index of
approximately 1.8), mixed oxide of Hf and Al, a mixed oxide

of Hf and Ti, a mixed oxide of Hf and Si1, and a mixed
oxynitride of Hf and Si.

4. The non-volatile memory cell of claim 2, wherein the
two or more sub-layers of the tunnel insulator layer comprise
two sub-layers, where a first and second sub-layers are one of
S10, and Pr,0O,, S10, and T10O,, and S10,, and H1O,,.

5. The non-volatile memory cell of claim 2, wherein the
two or more sub-layers of the tunnel insulator layer comprise
three sub-layers, where a first, second, and third sub-layers
are one ol S10,, SiN, and H1O,; S10,, HIO,, and Pr,O5; S10,,
H10O,, and T10O,; S10,, oxygen-rich S1ON (refractive index of
approximately 1.5), and HIO,; and S10,, Al,O,, and H1O,.

6. The non-volatile memory cell of claim 1, wherein each
of the two or more sub-layers of the tunnel msulator layer 1s
arranged over the channel region in increasing values of
dielectric constant (K) extending from the channel.

7. The non-volatile memory cell of claim 1, wherein the
trapping layer further comprises one of a floating gate, a
floating node, and an embedded trapping layer.

8. The non-volatile memory cell of claim 7, wherein the
trapping layer further comprises one of oxygen-rich silicon
oxy-nitride (S10ON), nitrogen-rich silicon oxynitride (S10ON),
aluminum nitride (AIN), silicon nitride (SiN), silicon-rich
nitride (SRN), hafmum oxide (H1O,), tantalum oxide
(Ta,O.), and titanium oxide (1T10,).

9. The non-volatile memory cell of claim 1, wherein the

trapping layer further comprises charge trapping deep poten-
tial wells.

15

20

25

30

35

40

10. The non-volatile memory cell of claim 1, wherein the
trapping layer further comprises nano-crystals or nano-dots
of metal, semiconductor, silicon, nitride, induced interface
states, or charge trapping impurities.

11. The non-volatile memory cell of claim 10, wherein the
deep potential wells further comprise one of silicon, germa-
nium, gold, tungsten, iridium, titanium, cobalt, platinum, and
palladium nano-dots or nano-crystals.

45

12. The non-volatile memory cell of claim 1, wherein the

charge blocking layer comprises one or more sub-layers of
high K dielectric.

13. The non-volatile memory cell of claim 12, wherein
cach of the one or more sub-layers 1s from one of oxide, mixed
oxide, nitride, oxynitride, mixed oxynitride, and silicate
famailies.

50
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14. The non-volatile memory cell of claim 13, wherein
cach of the one or more sub-layers 1s one of hafnium oxide
(H1O,), alumina (Al,O;), praseodymium oxide (Pr,O,), and
titanium oxide (T10.,). 60

15. The non-volatile memory cell of claim 1, wherein the
charge blocking layer 1s adapted to allow for erasure the
non-volatile memory cell by passing hole or electron charge

carriers to or from the trapping layer.

16. The non-volatile memory cell of claim 1, wherein the 65
non-volatile memory cell 1s adapted to store two data values

in the trapping layer.

22

17. The non-volatile memory cell of claim 1, wherein the
non-volatile memory cellisone ofa NFET deviceanda PFET
device.

18. The non-volatile memory cell of claim 1, wherein the
control gate 1s one of polysilicon, tungsten, iridium, and
aluminum.

19. The non-volatile memory cell of claim 1, wherein the
control gate further comprises a passivation layer comprising

one of HIN, TaN, IrO,, and TiN formed between the control
gate and the charge blocking layer.

20. The non-volatile memory cell of claim 1, wherein the
channel region 1s formed of one of a N-doped region and a
P-doped region.

21. A non-volatile memory device, comprising;:

a non-volatile memory array containing a plurality of non-
volatile memory cells formed into rows and columns,
wherein one or more of the plurality of non-volatile
memory cells comprises,

a first and second source/drain regions formed 1n a sub-
strate coupled by a channel region,

an asymmetric band-gap tunnel insulator layer contain-
ing two or more sub-layers formed over the channel
region and/or first and second source/drain regions,

wherein the two or more sub-layers comprise layers
of increasing band offset,

a trapping layer formed over the tunnel insulator layer,

a charge blocking layer formed over the trapping layer,
and

a control gate formed over the charge blocking layer,

wherein the two or more sub-layers are formed so that
the two or more sub-layers increase 1n conduction
band oilfset from the trapping layer to the channel
region;
a memory interface; and

a control circuit coupled to the memory interface and the
non-volatile memory array.

22. The non-volatile memory device of claim 21, wherein
the two or more sub-layers of the tunnel insulator layer com-
prise two or more sub-layers of dielectric material of increas-
ing band oifset, wherein each of the two or more sub-layers of
dielectric material are selected from one of an oxide, a mixed
oxide, a nitride, a oxynitride, a mixed oxynitride, and a sili-
cate.

23. The non-volatile memory device of claim 21, wherein
the two or more sub-layers of the tunnel 1nsulator layer are
selected from one of Al,O,, Pr,O,, T10,, S10,, H1O,, Zr0,,
S1IN, AIN, HIN, oxygen-rich SiON (refractive index of
approximately 1.5), nitrogen-rich S1ON (refractive index of
approximately 1.8), mixed oxide of Hf and Al, a mixed oxide
of Hf and Ti, a mixed oxide of Hf and Si, and a mixed

oxynitride of Hf and Sa.

24. The non-volatile memory device of claim 22, wherein
the two or more sub-layers of the tunnel 1insulator layer com-

prise two sub-layers, where a first and second sub-layers are
one of S10, and Pr,0O,, S10, and T10,, and S10, and H1O.,,.

25. The non-volatile device of claim 22, wherein the two or
more sub-layers of the tunnel mnsulator layer comprise three
sub-layers, where a first, second, and third sub-layers are one
of S10,, S1N, and H1O,; S10,, H1O,, and Pr,05; S10,, HIO,,
and Ti0,; S10,, oxygen-rich SiON (refractive index of
approximately 1.5), and H1O,; and S10,, Al,O,, and H1O.,.

26. The non-volatile device of claim 21, wherein each of
the two or more sub-layers of the tunnel insulator layer 1s
arranged over the channel region in increasing values of
dielectric constant (K) and increasing tunneling distance.
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277. The non-volatile memory device of claim 21, wherein
the trapping layer further comprises one of a floating gate, a
floating node, and an embedded trapping layer.

28. The non-volatile memory device of claim 27, wherein
the trapping layer further comprises one of oxygen-rich sili-
con oxy-nitride (S10N), nitrogen-rich silicon oxy-nitride
(S10N), aluminum nitride (AIN), silicon nitride (SiN), sili-
con-rich nitride (SRN), hatmium oxide (H1O,), tantalum
oxide (Ta,O;), and titantum oxide (T10,).

29. The non-volatile memory device of claim 27, wherein
the trapping layer further comprises deep energy trapping
sites.

30. The non-volatile memory device of claim 21, wherein
the trapping layer further comprises nano-crystals or nano-
dots of metal, semiconductor, silicon, nitride, induced inter-
face states, or charge trapping impurities.

31. The non-volatile memory device of claim 30, wherein
the deep potential wells further comprise one of gold, tung-
sten, 1ridium, silicon, germanium, cobalt, platinum, titanium,
and palladium nano-dots or nano-crystals.

32. The non-volatile memory device of claim 21, wherein
the charge blocking layer comprises one or more sub-layers
of high K dielectric.

33. The non-volatile memory device of claim 32, wherein
cach of the one or more sub-layers 1s one of hatnium oxide
(H1O,), alumina (Al,O,), praseodymium oxide (Pr,0O;), and
titanium oxide (110,).

34. The non-volatile memory device of claim 21, wherein
the non-volatile memory cells are adapted to store two data
values 1n the trapping layer.

35. The non-volatile memory device of claim 21, wherein
the non-volatile memory device 1s adapted to erase the non-
volatile memory cells by direct tunneling, Fowler-Nordheim
tunneling, channel hot electron (CHE), or hot hole injection
of carriers from the substrate through the asymmetric band-
gap tunnel 1nsulator layer.

36. The non-volatile memory device of claim 21, wherein
the non-volatile memory device 1s adapted to program and
erase the non-volatile memory cells 1n erase blocks, each
erase block containing a plurality of memory cells.

37. The non-volatile memory device of claim 21, wherein
the control gate 1s one of polysilicon, tungsten, 1ridium, and
aluminum.

38. The non-volatile memory device of claim 21, wherein
the control gate further comprises a passivation layer com-
prising one ol HIN, TaN, IrO,, and TiN formed between the
control gate and the charge blocking layer.

39. The non-volatile memory device of claim 21, wherein
the 1nterface 1s a synchronous memory interface.

40. The non-volatile memory device of claim 21, wherein
the non-volatile memory device 1s adapted to cache write data
in a write cache while the data 1s being written to the memory
array.

41. The non-volatile memory device of claim 21, wherein
the plurality of non-volatile memory cells of the memory
array are lurther arranged into one of a NOR architecture
memory array and a NAND architecture memory array.

42. A system, comprising:

a processor coupled to at least one non-volatile memory
device, wherein the at least one non-volatile memory
device comprises,

a non-volatile memory array containing a plurality of
non-volatile memory cells formed 1nto rows and col-
umns, wherein one or more of the plurality of non-
volatile memory cells comprises,

a first and second source/drain regions formed 1n a sub-
strate coupled by a channel region,
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an asymmetric band-gap tunnel insulator layer contain-
ing two or more sub-layers formed over the channel
region and/or first and second source/drain regions,
wherein the two or more sub-layers comprise layers

of 1increasing conduction band oifset,

a trapping layer formed over the tunnel insulator layer,

a charge blocking layer formed over the trapping layer,
and

a control gate formed over the charge blocking layer,

wherein the two or more sub-layers are formed so that
the two or more sub-layers sequentially increase in
conduction band offset from the trapping layer to the
channel region;

a memory 1nterface; and

a control circuit coupled to the memory interface and the

non-volatile memory array.

43. The system of claim 42, wherein the two or more
sub-layers of the tunnel insulator layer comprise two or more
sub-layers of dielectric maternial of increasing conduction
band oiffset, wherein each of the two or more sub-layers of
dielectric material are selected from one of an oxide, a mixed
oxide, a nitride, a oxynitride, a mixed oxynitride, and a sili-
cate.

44. The system of claim 43, wherein the two or more
sub-layers of the tunnel insulator layer comprise two sub-
layers, where a first and second sub-layers are one o S10, and
Pr,0,, S10, and T10,, and 510, and H1O.,.

45. The system of claim 43, wherein the two or more
sub-layers of the tunnel insulator layer comprise three sub-
layers, where a first, second, and third sub-layers are one of
S10,, SiN, and H1O,; $10,, H1O,, and Pr,O;; $10,, H1O,,
and Ti10,; S10,, oxygen-rich S1ON (refractive index of
approximately 1.5), and HIO,; and S10,, Al,O;, and HIO,.

46. The system of claim 42, wherein each of the two or
more sub-layers of the tunnel insulator layer 1s arranged over
the channel region 1n increasing values of dielectric constant
(K).

4'7. The system of claim 43, wherein the trapping layer
turther comprises one of a tloating gate, a floating node, and
an embedded trapping layer.

48. The system of claim 47, wherein the trapping layer
further comprises one ol oxygen-rich silicon oxy-nitride
(S10N), mitrogen-rich silicon oxy-nitride (S10N), aluminum
nitride (AIN), silicon nitride (SiN), silicon-rich nitride
(SRN), hatnium oxide (HIO,), tantalum oxide (Ta,O.), and
titanium oxide (110,).

49. The system of claim 42, wherein the trapping layer
turther comprises charge trapping deep potential wells.

50. The system of claim 42, wherein the trapping layer
turther comprises nano-crystals or nano-dots of metal, semi-
conductor, silicon, nitride, induced interface states, or charge
trapping impurities.

51. The system of claim 50, wherein the deep potential
wells further comprise one of silicon, germanium, gold, tung-
sten, iridium, titanium, cobalt, platinum, and palladium nano-
dots or nano-crystals.

52. The system of claim 42, wherein the charge blocking
layer comprises one or more layers of high dielectric K 1nsu-
lator, where each of the one or more layers 1s one of hainium
oxide (HIO,), alumina (Al,O;), Pr,O,, and titanium oxide
(T10,).

53. The system of claim 42, wherein the non-volatile
memory cells are adapted to store two data values 1n the
trapping layer.

54. The system of claim 42, wherein the control gate 1s one
of polysilicon, tungsten, 1rridium, and aluminum.
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55. The system of claim 42, wherein the control gate fur-
ther comprises a passivation layer comprising one of HIN,
TaN, IrO,, and TiN formed between the control gate and the
charge blocking layer.

56. The system of claim 42, wherein the interface 1s a
synchronous memory interface.

57. The system of claim 42, wherein the plurality of non-
volatile memory cells of the memory array are further
arranged 1nto one of a NOR architecture memory array and a
NAND architecture memory array.

26

58. The system of claim 42, wherein the system 1s adapted
to utilize the non-volatile memory as a universal memory and
fulfill the short term and long term storage function of both
volatile memory (RAM) and non-volatile memory (ROM).

59. The system of claim 42, wherein the system 1s adapted
to access the non-volatile memory with one of read caching,
write caching, memory interleaving, and a multi-level
memory structure.
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