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1
CAP WITH INTEGRATED GLOVE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention 5

The invention relates generally to a hat or cap, and more
particularly to a cap configured for catching a ball.

2. Description of the Related Art

Baseball caps are worn by spectators at baseball games to
shield the user from the sun and show support for a favorite 10
team. Some of these spectators also bring baseball gloves to a
game with the hope of catching a baseball hit into the stands.
However, baseball gloves are bulky and cumbersome to wear
when not 1n use, and once removed may not be easy to locate
and assume 1n time to catch a quickly approaching ball. Thus, 15
a baseball cap adapted for catching a ball would be usetul for
such a spectator, where the cap remains easily accessible
during the game on the wearer’s head.

Baseball caps for catching a ball are known 1n the art with
various locations or entry points for a wearer’s catching hand. 20
However, the caps currently in the art do not allow for con-
venient and optimal hand entry or positioning for assuming,
the cap on a wearer’s hand to catch a ball. Thus, an improved
baseball cap configured for catching a ball 1s needed 1n the art.

25
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the mnvention include a cap/glove combi-
nation, comprising a concave crown having an exterior sur-
face, and a glove portion on the crown. The crown may have 3¢
a top, a bottom, a front portion, a back portion, and two lateral
portions. The glove portion comprises material aflixed to the
exterior surface of one of the lateral portions of the crown and
forming at least one opening proximate a wearer’s ear for
entry and accommodation of a hand, where the glove portion 35
extends from the opening over the lateral portion of the crown
towards the top of the crown.

In some embodiments, the at least one opening comprises
a hand entry opening for entry of a hand, and finger exat
openings for exit of the distal ends of fingers, where the hand 40
entry opening faces toward the bottom of the lateral portion of
the crown. In some embodiments, the hand entry opening 1s
substantially larger than each of the finger exit openings. The
cap/glove combination may further comprise padding on an
interior surface of the crown proximate the glove portion, and 45
the glove portion may comprise a stretchable material, for
example.

In certain embodiments, the crown further comprises an
extension portion of material proximate a thumb accommo-
dating portion of the glove portion, wherein the extension 50
portion of material 1s extended by engagement of the thumb
accommodating portion. In some embodiments, the exten-
s10n portion may be folded 1n an unextended state when the
glove portion 1s not engaged by a hand. The cap/glove com-
bination may also comprise an affixing mechanism attached 55
to the extension portion to maintain the extension portion in
an unextended state when the affixing mechanism 1s engaged,
and the aflixing mechanism may comprise a hook and loop
fastener such as VELCRO, for example.

In some embodiments, the glove portion comprises a semi- 60
rigid material proximate the hand entry opening and config-
ured to maintain the opening 1n a substantially open state. The
cap/glove combination may further comprise an additional
glove portion opposite the first glove portion and proximate a
wearer’s ear on the crown, comprising material atfixed to the 65
crown and forming at least one opening for entry and accom-
modation of a hand. In certain embodiments, the cap/glove
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combination further comprises a brim fixed to the crown and
extending from the front portion of the crown.

In yet another embodiment, a cap configured to accommo-
date a wearer’s hand to facilitate catching a ball comprises a
concave crown comprising an exterior surface, and at least
one hand accommodating portion comprising one or more
materials fixed to the exterior surface of the crown proximate
a wearer’s ear. The crown may have a top, a bottom, a front
portion, a back portion, and two lateral portions. In some
embodiments, the at least one hand accommodating portion
comprises a hand entry opening for entry of ahand, and finger
exit openings for exit of the distal ends of one or more fingers,
where the hand entry opening faces toward the bottom of the
lateral portion of the crown. In some embodiments, the hand
entry opening 1s substantially larger than the finger exit open-
ings. In some embodiments, the hand accommodating portion
permits entry of a wearer’s hand moving over the lateral
portion of the crown from the bottom of the lateral portion
toward the top of the crown.

The cap may further comprise padding on an interior sur-
face of the crown proximate the hand accommodating por-
tion, and the hand accommodating portion may comprise a
semi-r1gid material proximate a hand entry opening so as to
maintain the opening 1n a substantially open state.

In some embodiments, the crown further comprises an
extension portion of material proximate a thumb accommo-
dating portion of the hand accommodating portion, wherein
the extension portion of matenal 1s extended by engagement
of the thumb accommodating portion. The extension portion
may be folded 1n an unextended state when the glove portion
1s not engaged by a hand, and the cap may further comprise an
allixing mechamsm attached to said extension portion to
maintain said extension portion 1n an unextended state when
said aflixing mechanism 1s engaged.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of one embodiment of a cap
configured to facilitate catching a ball.

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of the cap of FIG. 1 on a
wearer’s head and with a glove portion engaged by the wear-
er’s hand.

FIG. 3 1s a cross-sectional view of the cap of FIG. 2,
1llustrating the iterior of the cap with padding.

FIG. 4 1s a perspective view of one embodiment of a cap
configured to facilitate catching a ball and including an exten-
sion portion folded 1n an unextended state.

FIG. 5 15 a perspective view of the cap of FIG. 4 with the
extension portion 1n an extended state.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PR.
EMBODIMENT

Embodiments of the invention will now be described with
reference to the accompanying Figures, wherein like numer-
als refer to like elements throughout. The terminology used 1n
the description presented herein 1s not intended to be inter-
preted 1n any limited or restrictive manner, simply because 1t
1s being utilized 1n conjunction with a detailed description of
certain specific embodiments of the invention. Furthermore,
embodiments of the invention may include several novel fea-
tures, no single one of which 1s solely responsible for its
desirable attributes or which 1s essential to practicing the
inventions herein described.

One embodiment of a cap 10 configured for catching a ball
1s 1llustrated 1n FIG. 1, wherein the cap 10 comprises a semi-
rigid brim or visor 12 affixed to a concave crown 14. The
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crown 14 may comprise a plurality of panels 16 assembled to
form a desirable shape for a wearer’s head. The cap 10 further
comprises a glove or hand accommodating portion 18 affixed
or integrated into the crown 14, wherein the glove portion 18
comprises at least one opening 20 proximate a wearer’s ear
for entry and accommodation of the wearer’s hand. In one
embodiment, the glove portion comprises one or more mate-
rials affixed to an exterior surface 22 of the crown 14 and
forming the opening 20.

In one embodiment, the glove portion 18 comprises a semi-
rigid material proximate the hand entry opening 20 and con-
figured to maintain the glove portion 18 in a substantially
open state for ease of entry of a hand. For example, the glove
portion 18 may include a plastic portion 24 attached to or
integrated 1nto the glove portion 18 proximate the hand entry
opening 20, wherein the plastic portion 24 has a semi-circular
shape so as to maintain the opening 20 1n a substantially open
state for entry of a hand.

In some embodiments, the glove portion 18 comprises a
unitary glove structure configured to accommodate a wear-
er’s hand independent of the exterior surface 22 of the crown
14. Such a glove portion 18 may be aflixed to the exterior
surface 22 of the crown 14 by any suitable means, such as
sewing, gluing, snaps, buttons, or rivets.

In one embodiment, the glove portion 18 comprises one or
more pieces of material configured to accommodate a wear-
er’s hand in conjunction with the exterior surface 22 of the
crown 14. The one or more pieces of material may be atiixed
to the exterior surface 22 of the crown 14 by sewing or gluing,
for example, or by an aifixing mechanism, such as snaps,
buttons, or rivets. As will be appreciated by those skilled in
the art, there are a plurality of methods and means for affixing
the glove portion to the crown and the invention 1s not limited
to those listed herein.

In certain embodiments, the cap 10 comprises two glove
portions, wherein a first glove portion 1s affixed to the crown
14 proximate a wearer’s {irst ear, and a second glove portion
1s affixed to the crown proximate a wearer’s second ear. Thus,
a wearer can insert either their left or right hand into a glove
portion, and such a cap can be used by a left-handed or
right-handed person. In still other embodiments, the glove
portion 18 may be removable from a first location on the
crown 14 proximate a wearer’s first ear, and affixable to a
second location on the crown 14 proximate a wearer’s second
car. Furthermore, the location of the glove portion, or ele-
ments thereot, such as finger accommodating portions, may
be adjustable.

In certain embodiments, the glove portion 18 comprises the
hand entry opening 20 for entry of a hand, and finger exit
openings 21a-e for exit of the distal ends of fingers. The
accommodation of a wearer’s hand by the glove portion 18 1s
illustrated 1n the perspective illustration of FIG. 2, wherein
the glove portion 18 1s engaged by a wearer’s hand 50 proxi-
mate the wearer’s ear 51. As illustrated 1n FIG. 2, the distal
ends 52a-e of the wearer’s hand exit the glove portion 18 at
finger exit openings 21a-e such that they are not constricted
by the glove portion 18. Thereby, a cap with a single size or
limited adjustment can be used by a plurality of individuals
with different sized hands without constriction.

Alternately, the glove portion 18 may comprise material
for accommodating substantially the entirety of one or more
of a wearer’s fingers. The glove portion 18 may comprise a
stretchable material, or a combination of materials having
different stretching capacities, and may include, for example,
a mesh material or a spandex material such as LYCRA. In
some embodiments, the glove portion 18 comprises an adjust-
ment mechanism, such as two pieces of material configured to
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be latched, coupled, tied, or fastened together at different
lengths. For example, the adjustment mechanism may com-
prise two pieces ol material configured with an affixing
mechanism such as a hook and loop fastener, such as VEL-
CRO. The glove portion 18 may also comprise openings to
allow for ease of movement or accommodation of different
s1zed hands, such as one or more opening proximate a wear-
er’s knuckles.

FIG. 3 1s a cross-sectional view of the cap 10 with the glove
portion 18 engaged by awearer’s hand 50. As illustrated in the
embodiment of FIG. 3, the cap 10 comprises padding 60
aifixed or integrated into an interior surface 62 of the crown
14 proximate the glove portion 18 (indicated by the wearer’s
hand 50 but not shown in FIG. 3). The padding 60 may
comprise one or more pieces of material affixed or integrated
into one or more of the panels 16 shown 1n FIG. 1, or the
padding 60 may be ailixed across a plurality of panels or the
interior surface 62 of the crown 14. The padding 60 may
comprise one or more materials, including multiple layers of
materials such as foam. The padding 60 may have a geometry
corresponding to one or more of the panels 16 of the crown
14, a semi-circular geometry, or other geometries appropriate
for protecting a wearer’s hand from the impact experienced
when catching a ball.

FIG. 4 1s a perspective view of one embodiment of the cap
10 wherein the crown 14 further comprises an extension panel
or portion 70 proximate a thumb accommodating portion 72
ol the glove portion 18. The extension portion 70 comprises a
piece ol material folded (dashed line 73) in an unextended
state as shown 1n FIG. 4, and may be maintained in the
unextended state by an aflixing mechamism 74. In one
embodiment, the affixing mechanism 74 comprises a hook
and loop fastener such as VELCRO attached to the folded area
of the extension portion 70. The atflixing mechanism 74 may
comprise other aflixing means, such as snaps or buttons. In
one embodiment, the aifixing mechanism 74 comprises one
or more elastic pieces configured to retain the extension por-
tion 70 1n an unextended state when the one or more elastic
pieces are 1n a resting or unstretched state.

As 1llustrated 1n FIG. 5, the extension portion 70 provides
additional circumierence and surface area to the crown 14 1n
an unfolded or extended state for catching a ball. In one
embodiment, the extension portion 70 1s extended by engage-
ment of a thumb accommodating portion 72 of the glove
portion 18 by a wearer’s hand. In such an embodiment, the
thumb accommodating portion 72 may comprise material for
accommodating substantially the entire length of a wearer’s
thumb so as to further facilitate extension or unfolding of the
extension portion 70. The extension portion 70 may comprise
the same or similar material as the crown 14, or the extension
portion 70 may comprise a thinner material than that of the
crown 14 so as to reduce bulkiness when the extension portion
70 1s 1n a folded or unextended state. In one embodiment, the
extension portion 70 comprises a stretchable or resilient
material, such as a mesh material, so as to further facilitate
catching a ball.

As will be appreciated by those skilled in the art, the
invention 1s not limited to the specific configuration of the cap
described above or illustrated 1n the drawings. For example,
the brim may extend around substantially the entire perimeter
of the crown, and the crown may comprise a single panel of
material, or panels of material 1n a configuration different
from that illustrated. Furthermore, the materials of the glove
portion and the extension portion may comprise materials, or
combinations thereof, other than those listed above. In addi-
tion, the location of the extension portion is not limited to that
illustrated and described. For example, the extension portion
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may be located between the thumb accommodating portion
and an 1index finger accommodating portion, or the cap may
comprise a plurality of extension portions between some or
all of the finger accommodating portions.

The foregoing description details certain embodiments of
the invention. It will be appreciated, however, that no matter
how detailed the foregoing appears 1n text, the invention can
be practiced 1n many ways. As 1s also stated above, 1t should
be noted that the use of particular terminology when describ-
ing certain features or aspects of the imnvention should not be
taken to imply that the terminology is being re-defined herein
to be restricted to including any specific characteristics of the
features or aspects of the invention with which that terminol-
ogy 1s associated. The scope of the invention should therefore
be construed 1n accordance with the appended claims and any
equivalents thereofl.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A cap/glove combination, comprising;:

a concave crown said crown having an exterior surface
comprising a plurality of crown panels, said crown hav-
ing a top, a bottom, a front portion, a back portion, and
two lateral portions;

a brim fixed to said crown and extending from the front
portion of said crown; and

a glove portion on said crown, comprising material atfixed
to said exterior surface of one of the lateral portions of
said crown, said glove portion having at least one facing,
toward the bottom of said one lateral portion of the
crown, with said glove portion extending from said
opening over said one lateral portion of the crown
toward the top of the crown, wherein one of said crown
panels has a dimension larger than other crown panels,
and further comprises an extension portion ol material
proximate a thumb accommodating portion of said
glove portion, wherein said extension portion of mate-
rial 1s extended by engagement of the thumb accommo-
dating portion to expand the surface area of the crown.

2. The cap/glove combination of claim 1, further compris-
ing padding on an interior surface of said crown proximate
said glove portion.

3. The cap/glove combination of claim 1, wherein said
glove portion comprises a stretchable material.

4. The cap/glove combination of claim 1, wherein said
extension portion 1s folded 1n an unextended state when said
glove portion 1s not engaged by a hand.

5. The cap/glove combination of claim 1, further compris-
ing an aifixing mechanism attached to said extension portion
to maintain said extension portion in an unextended state
when said aflixing mechanism 1s engaged.

6. The cap/glove combination of claim 5, wherein said
allixing mechanism comprises a hook and loop fastener.

7. The cap/glove combination of claim 1, further compris-
ing an additional glove portion opposite the first glove portion
on said crown, comprising material affixed to the other lateral
portion of said crown said additional glove portion having a
hand entry opening for entry and accommodation of a hand
and finger exit openings for exit of the distal ends of fingers,
said hand entry opening facing toward the bottom of said
other lateral portion of the crown, with the additional glove
portion extending from said opening over said other lateral
portion of the crown toward the top of the crown.

8. The cap/glove combination of claim 1, wherein said
glove portion comprises a semi-rigid material proximate said
opening and configured to maintain said opening 1n a sub-
stantially open shape.

9. A cap configured to accommodate a wearer’s hand to
facilitate catching a ball, the cap comprising:
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6

a concave crown comprising an exterior surface, said
crown having a top, a bottom, a front portion, a back
portion, and two lateral portions;

a brim aflixed to said crown and extending from the front
portion of said crown; and

at least one hand accommodating portion comprising one
or more materials fixed to said exterior surface of one of
the lateral portions of said crown, wherein said hand
accommodating portion permits entry of a wearer’s
hand moving over said one of the lateral portions of said
crown from the bottom of said one lateral portion toward
the top of the crown, wherein said crown further com-
prises an extension portion of material proximate a
thumb accommodating portion of said hand accommo-
dating portion, wherein said extension portion of mate-
rial 1s extended by engagement of said thumb accom-
modating portion.

10. The cap of claim 9, wherein said at least one hand
accommodating portion comprises a hand entry opening for
entry of a hand, and finger exit openings for exit of the distal
ends of one or more fingers.

11. The cap of claim 9, further comprising padding on an
interior surface of said crown proximate said hand accommo-
dating portion.

12. The cap of claim 9, wherein said hand accommodating
portion comprises a semi-rigid material proximate a hand
entry opening so as to maintain said opening in a substantially
open state.

13. The cap of claim 9, wherein said extension portion 1s
folded 1n an unextended state when said glove portion 1s not
engaged by a hand.

14. The cap of claim 9, further comprising an affixing
mechanism attached to said extension portion to maintain
said extension portion 1n an unextended state when said atiix-
ing mechanism 1s engaged.

15. The cap of claim 14, wherein said affixing mechanism
comprises a hook and loop fastener.

16. A cap/glove combination, comprising:

a concave crown having an exterior surface, said crown
having a top, a bottom, a front portion, a back portion,
and two lateral portions;

a brim fixed to said crown and extending from the front
portion of said crown;

a first glove portion on said crown, comprising material
affixed to said exterior surface of one of the lateral por-
tions of said crown, said first glove portion having a hand
entry opening for entry and accommodation of a hand
and finger exit openings for exit of the distal ends of
fingers, wherein the hand entry opening 1s substantially
larger than the finger exit openings, said hand entry
opening facing toward the bottom of said one lateral
portion of the crown, with said glove portion extending
from said opeming over said one lateral portion of the
crown toward the top of the crown; and

a second glove portion opposite the first glove portion on
said crown, comprising material affixed to the other
lateral portion of said crown, said second glove portion
having a hand entry opening for entry and accommoda-
tion of a hand and finger exit openings for exit of the
distal ends of fingers, said hand entry opening facing
toward the bottom of said other lateral portion of the
crown, with the second glove portion extending from
said opening over said other lateral portion of the crown
toward the top of the crown.
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