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MULTI-PIECE PUTTER HEAD HAVING AN
INSERT

PRIOR APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of priority of the filing
date of pending prior U.S. Provisional Application No.

60/792,181, entitled “Golf Club Face With Improved Face
Pattern,” filed Apr. 14, 2006, and United States Utility Appli-
cation No. 11/313,137, entitled “Customizable Center-ot-
Gravity Golf Club Head,” filed Dec. 20, 20035, which 1s a
continuation of United States Utility Application No. 10/043,

421, filed Jan. 10, 2002, now 1ssued as U.S. Pat. No. 7,004,
852, the contents of all of which are incorporated herein by
reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates generally to golf clubs and, more
particularly, to putter heads.

2. Description of Related Art

In recent years, a great amount of attention has been given
by golf club designers, engineers, and manufacturers towards
moving the weight and the center of gravity (CG) towards the
polar extremes, increasing the moment of inertia (MOI) of the
putter head, so that the putter twists less on oif-center hits and
therefore 1s more forgiving and more accurate on miss-hits.
Such polar weighted putter heads increase the effective hit-
ting area, commonly referred to as the “sweet spot,” and,
therefore, are more forgiving on miss hits where the golf ball
1s not struck in the center of the clubface.

Various manufacturing techniques have been attempted to
achieve a golf club possessing the above features, 1.e.,
increasing the size of the MOI and the sweet spot or effective
hitting area. These techmques have included placing dense
weilght 1n the polar extremes of the heel and toe of a blade-
type putter, which are generally narrow from face to back.
However, blade-type putter heads are not as forgiving or have
as high a MOI as mallet type putters, whose large mass and
rearward CG makes them more forgiving.

The mallet-type head geometry usually provides for a
larger head and larger footprint than that of a blade-type
putter, and much of the mass 1s spread out throughout the area
of the head. Such large mallet heads are not visually appealing
to many goliers who prefer blade-type putters.

Also, depending on the placement of, and type of hosel or
shaft connection, including how much offset and where the
hosel or shaft 1s connected, as well as variables with the user’s
stroke mechanics, these large mallet heads can be awkward to
swing and rotate properly 1n concert with the elliptical path of
the stroke plane. Too large an amount of mass 1n an aft-back
location, too far away from the axis of the shaft can cause
many golfers to have to overly mamipulate the putter to main-
tain a proper face to plane relationship, or cause the putter to
be pushed off the stroke plane on the backstroke. This 1n turn
can negatively aflect the resultant forward stroke, the position
and alignment of the putter head at contact, and therefore the
accuracy and consistency of the results with such a putter
design.

It should be noted that the weight and balance specifica-
tions and requirements of each putter are as individual as the
style and specifications of the golfers themselves.

Blade putters, including cavity back flange type putters and
thin or half-mallets, are generally easier for more goliers to
swing correctly on a stroke plane without unwanted manipu-
lation, because the mass and center of gravity of the club head
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are usually positioned more proximate to the axis of the shaft.
Therefore, many golfers are more comiortable with, have
more experience with and are more confident using blade-
type putters, even though the deeper CG and higher MOI of a
mallet-type putter 1s olften more forgiving. However, blade
type putters generally have very short sighting lines due to
their thin width face to back, and therefore are not as easy to
align as larger mallets that contain longer sight lines or other
indicia.

Furthermore, 1t 1s known that many goliers get tired of their
putter when their performance with it 1s less than desirable.
Switching to a new putter often brings more success, at least
initially, as the golier tends to concentrate more and use new
neural pathways to perform the stroke. It 1s believed that the
new sensations, including optical sensations, play arolein the
player’s performing better with the new putter. However, 1t 1s
proven that most goliers putt better when their putter 1s prop-
erly fit for all their physical properties of length, lie, loft,
offset, weight of the individual components, grip style and
size and the like.

Blade-type putters are also usually limited in the amount of
weight that can be placed 1n the head due to their dense, thin
structures. Placing additional weights onto these heads, such
as 1n the cavity, onthe heel or toe or soles can negatively affect
the appearance, balance and CG and performance of the
putter. Lead weight strips can also be dislodged through use
and from interference with the other clubs 1n the bag when so
exposed on the exterior surfaces.

Other prior art teaches attachment of appendages to aid 1n
alignment. However, the governing bodies have rules prohib-
iting any “‘attachments to the head,” other than lead tape,
which 1s grandfathered in as traditional. These rules have
allowed multi-piece heads, so long as all the pieces are fixed.
It 1s commonly understood that weights, such as screws and
the like, are allowable as long as they are affixed “into” the
head, versus “onto” the head.

None of the known prior art teaches the ability or a mecha-
nism to fit or customize the Center of Gravity of a tradition-
ally styled putter head, within the rules of golf, to suit an
individual golfer’s stroke mechanics and the resultant
dynamic center of percussion, nor the ability to customize the
length, shape or alignment indicia of a back-weight member
to suit an individual golfer’s preferences and needs for align-
ment shape and indicia.

In one prior art attempt to make a putter that achieves some
of these desired advantages, a multi-piece putter head was
provided having a putter head portion with an opening from
front to back, and having a through-head insert having a front
face for striking the ball and a rear portion extending through
the opening rearwardly. In this prior attempt, however, the
insert was retained solely by means of an interference {it
between the through-head insert and the opening through the
putter head portion and thus could be dislodged by rough
handling or some conditions of play. (Although the insert can
generally have an oval shape, rather than round, this interfer-
ence fit can be regarded as causing the putter head portion to
impose a force on the insert that 1s generally parallel to the
striking face of the through-head insert and generally
inwardly oriented.)

This means of securing the through-head insert in the
putter head portion has disadvantages. The amount of the
interference fit force 1s very sensitive to small changes 1n
dimension of the through-head insert, the putter head portion
and 1its opeming, thus making 1t difficult to manufacture the
multi-piece putter consistently with the same interference fit
force between the through-head insert and the putter head
portion 1n all putters under all conditions. Thus, 1n some
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cases, 1t 1s possible that the force will be 1nsufficient to hold
the parts together 11 the putter head 1s dropped or otherwise
roughly handled, for example, or to avoid undesirable relative
vibration between through-head insert and the putter head
portion under all playing conditions. Furthermore, it 1s pos-
sible that the interference force can also tend to bow out the
striking face to a small degree, which could interfere with
manufacturing procedures as well as risking changing the
flatness of the striking face.

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION

Therefore, there 1s a need for a more forgiving putter with
a large moment of 1nertia that 1s more traditional looking than
most large mallet-style heads, and also swings more like a
blade putter for improved ergonomic stroke mechanics, has
increased confidence through familiar and pleasing design
and optics, improved alignment, and improved energy trans-
ter and ball launch and roll performance.

There 1s also a need for a golf club head with a traditional
appearance, improved alignment features selectable by the
user according to his or her tastes, including their needs for a
new appearance, improved polar weighting and increased
MOI, and means for selectively back-weighting while posi-
tively aflfecting the weight, balance, launch and roll dynam-
ICS.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one embodiment, a multi-piece putter head 1s provided
comprising: a first putter head portion having a front face
positioned to strike a golf ball, a back, a sole and an opening,
above the sole encompassing a centrally located area of the
front face, the opening extending through the head portion
from the front face to the back of the head portion; an 1nsert
member having a rear portion extending rearwardly through
the opening of the putter head portion and rearward of the
back of the head portion, the mnsert member having a front
portion having a front face forming at least a portion of a
surface for striking a golf ball; and the 1nsert member being
secured to the putter head at least in part by a securing device
other than solely an interference {it.

The present mvention provides a multi-piece golf club
head that can have a traditional blade-type base head portion,
with an msert into the face that extends through an opening to
the back of the putter, and a rearwardly extending portion
extending behind the back of the base portion, which can
include thereon an alignment aid and indicia by 1ts shape and
markings, and improved weight distribution. The rearwardly
extending portion provides improved back-weighting, an
increased area for hidden weight adjustment, and improved
alignment through the shape of the rearwardly extending
portion and the longer space for providing alignment indicia.

The face insert portion and the rearwardly extending por-
tion can be of integral construction or can be formed of
separate pieces, secured together. For purposes of this appli-
cation, by “integral” 1s meant that the parts are relatively
permanently connected such that they are not separable with-
out some damage, including, for example, one-piece con-
struction or parts welded or parts epoxied together, but
excluding a mere interference fit.

The base head portion can be fabricated similarly to a
traditional blade-type putter head, preferably in denser
welght material than the face insert and/or rearwardly extend-
ing portion of the through-head 1nsert such as steel, and can
include toe and heel weighting. The through-head nsert, can
be lightweight or lower density material and can be mserted

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

and at least partially held in place by a press fit or other
interference {it so that the striking face of the insert 1s flush
mounted with the remaining striking face of the base putter
head. However, to avoid or minimize disadvantages from
relying solely on interference fit forces for retaining the
through-head insert 1n place on the putter head portion, 1n the
present invention, the through-head nsert 1s retained at least
in part by means other than an interference fit. These other
means can include use of epoxy, and also can employ
mechanical securing members such as threaded fasteners.

Threaded fasteners are advantageous for retaining the
through-head 1nsert in place for a number of reasons, 1nclud-
ing that the force applied by threaded fasteners can be large,
and can be easily controlled during manufacturing. This
makes it easier to ensure that the through-head 1nsert and the
putter head portion are securely held together under all con-
ditions of use and play, minimizing the chance for the
through-head insert to loosen due to rough handling or to have
undesirable relative vibration between the through-head
insert and the putter head portion during some playing con-
ditions. Furthermore, although the threaded fasteners can be
installed 1n a variety of positions, including above or below
the 1nsert, 1n one embodiment, the fasteners can be positioned
such that they are generally perpendicular with the striking
face, preferably entering from behind the striking face. This
position for the fasteners also orients the force between the
through-head 1nsert and the putter head portion such that the
force 1s generally perpendicular to the striking face; generally
aligned with the direction of the putting stroke. This 1s
believed to be advantageous in creating compressive stresses
in the club face to resist impact forces upon striking the ball.
This 1s also believed to assist 1n reducing the potential for
bowing of the striking face of the through-head msert, caused
by a high degree of interference force between them that

might be caused 1f an interterence fit alone was relied upon for
securing the through-head insert to the base head portion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of the present inven-
tion, and the advantages thereol, reference 1s now made to the
following description taken 1n conjunction with the accom-

panying drawings, in which:
FIG. 1 illustrates a golf club putter head having a through-

head 1nsert, shown from the front of the head, that embodies
teatures of the present invention;

FIG. 2A 1illustrates an exploded view of a golf club putter
head having a through-head 1nsert, shown from the upper-rear
of the head, that embodies features of the present invention;

FIG. 2B illustrates a golf club putter head having a through-
head 1insert, shown from the upper-rear of the head, that
embodies features of the present invention; where the
through-head insert includes a cylindrical rearwardly extend-
ing portion with a tongue-shaped end;

FIG. 3 illustrates an exploded view of a golf club putter
head having a through-head insert, shown from the top of the
head, that embodies features of the present invention; where
the through-head insert has separable parts;

FIG. 4 A 1llustrates the attachment of weight 1n a cavity 1n
the underside of the rearwardly extending portion in accor-
dance with one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4B 1llustrates the attachment of a selection of weights
in a cylindrical blind bore in accordance with one embodi-
ment of the present invention;
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FIG. 4C 1llustrates the attachment of a selection of weight
cartridges 1n a cavity in the underside of the rearwardly
extending portion in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 5 illustrates a top view of the through-head insert
components, with a series of selectable rearwardly extending
portion tongue alignment indicia selectable for fitting or end-
user requirements and tastes;

FIG. 6 illustrates a top view of the through-head insert
components, including rearwardly extending portion tongues
of various lengths, and various shapes, to be affixed to the
head;

FI1G. 7 1llustrates a bottom-rear view of one embodiment of
the present invention in which the rearwardly extending por-
tion has a round cavity forrecerving a weight, and where there
are threaded screws at the sole of the club head to secure the
rearwardly extending portion 1n place;

FIG. 8 1llustrates a view of one embodiment of a face
pattern of a putter head that embodies the present invention;

FI1G. 9 illustrates a view of the face of a left-handed putter
head that embodies the present mnvention, with two spaced-
apart leading edge arcuate grooves and two intersecting
spaced-apart trailing edge arcuate grooves;

FIG. 10A 1s a vertical cross section through the face nearer
the heel or toe of a vertically milled face that embodies the
present invention, showing one example of the leading and
trailing edge grooves as they would appear nearer the heel or
toe of the face mill pattern, where the grooves are spaced
closer together than the grooves 1n the middle of the face; and

FIG. 10B 1s a vertical cross section through the middle of
the face of a vertically milled face that embodies the present
invention, showing one example of the leading and trailing
edge grooves as they would appear 1n the middle of the face.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to FIG. 1 of the drawings, the reference numeral
100 generally designates a golf club head embodying features
of the present invention. The golf club head 100 may gener-
ally comprise a base head portion 105 having a face portion
110, a top-line portion 112, a heel portion 115, a toe portion
117 and a hosel portion 118. The golf club head 100 1s shown
in a generally finished state and includes an optional align-
ment mark 120. In this embodiment, the face portion 110 has
an opening 119 through 1t, which opening 119 includes a
through-head insert 121, which includes a front 1insert portion
122 that 1s preferably inserted tlush with the surrounding face
110, and can be at least partially retained 1n place by a press-fit
or other interference fit, but also 1n addition or 1in lieu thereof
by other securing means. Through-head insert 121 1includes a
rearwardly extending portion 126 extending beyond that back
of base head portion 103, and can optionally include align-
ment indicia 128. The alignment indicia can be 1n the form of
a CNC milled groove that 1s paint filled for easy viewing by
the golier, as depicted 1n FIG. 1. Alignment indicia 128 can
also include an aligned row of holes, circles or indentations.
Face insert portion 122 can have a striking face 123 that can
be smooth, bead blasted, or can have optional grooves 124
and/or punch marks or the like.

The golf club head 100 1n a finished state can be sanded,
polished and plated as desired. In addition to the press-fit
bond of the face insert and may be chamiered. The parts can
also be joined by epoxy or the like, and any exposed grooves
filled with paint, 1f desired. All parts can be CNC milled for
precision for individual parts and for the press-fit interference
bond, if used, and for consistency in production and for the
straight lines that also aid alignment.
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FIG. 2A 1llustrates the golf club head 100 1n an exploded
view, alter manufacturing the components and prior to assem-
bly. The golf club head 100 generally comprises a base head
portion 105 and a through-head insert 121. The base head
portion 105 comprises the top-line portion 112, the heel por-
tion 115, the toe portion 117, and opening 119 through the
face 110 of the head first portion 103. The base head portion
105 can also include a hosel or shaft connection bore 118, and
may be manufactured as a single piece. The opening 119 1s
s1zed and configured to receive the through-head sert 121,
including a front msert portion 122 that 1s preferably inserted
with its striking face flush with the surrounding face 110, and
can be at least partially retained in place by a press-fit or other
interference {it and, 1n addition to or in lieu thereof, by other
securing means. The through-head insert 121 has a rear-
wardly extending portion 126 extending beyond the back of
base head portion 105, which can provide back-weighting
and can optionally include alignment indicia 128. The portion
126 can include a cavity 127 (not visible in FIG. 1 or 2) that
1s open to the outside, preferably disposed so that it 1s hidden
from view at address, such as by being disposed on the under-
side or side of the rearwardly extending portion 126. By
including cavity 127, the portion 126 will be generally light-
welght unless additional weight 1s added, and much of its
mass with generally be at 1ts periphery, which will tend to
increase 1ts MOI. The alignment line can be CNC milled or
engraved 1n the top of the extending portion for precision.

FIG. 2B illustrates a golf club head 100' that generally
comprises a base head first portion 105', the main difference
between this embodiment and the FIG. 1 and FIG. 2B
embodiment being the shape of the rearwardly extending
portion; 1.e., 1n this embodiment it can have a generally cylin-
drical shape and includes an enlarged tongue-shaped end. The
face portion 110" has an opening 119' through 1t, which open-
ing 119" includes a through-head insert portion 121', which
includes a front isert portion 122! that 1s preferably inserted
with 1ts striking face flush with the surrounding face 110', and
can be at least partially retained in place by a press-fit or other
interference fit, but at least 1n part or wholly by other securing
means, such as threaded fasteners 131. In this embodiment,
portion 126' can include a generally cylindrical shaped rear-
ward extension 129 that extends behind the back of base head
portion 105" and also can include an integral enlarged tongue-
shaped end 130, which can also optionally include alignment
indicia 128'. The rearwardly extending portion 126' can also
include a cavity 127 (not visible in FI1G. 2B) that 1s open to the
outside, preferably disposed so that 1t 1s lidden from view at
address, such as by being disposed on the underside or side of
the rearwardly extending portion 126'. The alignment line can
be CNC muilled or engraved in the top of the for precision.

As can be seen 1n FIG. 2B, two threaded fasteners 131
extend into the back of the base head first portion 105' to
secure the front msert portion 122' of through-head insert
portion 121" onto the base head first portion 105" by compress-
ing the wider flange portion of the front insert portion 122
against the shoulder 133 1n the opening 119', by tightening the
threaded fasteners 131.

In another embodiment, 1llustrated 1n FI1G. 3, shown as an
exploded view, base head first portion 105" can have a some-
what different overall shape, and the through-head insert
portion 121" can be comprised of readily separable parts. In
this embodiment, golf club head 100" can comprise a base
head first portion 105" having a somewhat different overall
shape. The face portion 110" has an opening 119" through it,
which opening 119" includes a through-head insert portion
121" comprised of several separable parts, including a front
insert portion 122", bushing 135 and a rearwardly extending
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portion 126". Rearwardly extending portion 126" has two
holes 137 extending through 1t that are sized to receive
threaded fasteners 139. Threaded fasteners 139 also extend
t“’lrough holes 141 1n bushing 133 and then 1nto threaded holes
143 1n the back of front insert portion 122". When assembled,
threaded fasteners 139 are tightened, securing rearwardly
extending portion 126" onto bushing 135, and bushing 135
onto the shoulder 133" of opening 119", and front insert
portion 122" against the front side of shoulder 133" of open-
ing 119", thus securely holding the through-head insert por-
tion 121" together while also securing 1t to base head portion
105", It should be noted that rearwardly extending portion
126" 1s upside ddown in FIG. 3.

The head portion 105, 105", 105" etc. 1s not limited to the
foregoing shapes, but can have a wide variety of shapes.
These shapes can include, for example, the putter head shape
of U.S. Design Pat. No. D430,633 to D. Billings, entitled
“Putter Head”, the entire contents of which are incorporated
herein by reference.

The rearwardly extending portion 126" can also include a
cavity 127" that 1s open to the outside, and configured to
receive one or more of several diflerent weights 145. Weights
145 can be configured in many different ways, including as
lead tape or threaded members and can be secured in several
different manners, including by means of adhesive or by
means of threaded attachment, including the use of a set
screw. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 3, the cavity 1s
threaded, as are the weights. In FIG. 3, one of the weights 145
1s showed threaded into and secured 1n cavity 127",

Other forms of attachment may also be used, alone or in
concert with screws, such as locating pins or interference pins
for a fixed assembly, or latches, straps or the like. Alterna-
tively, or in addition, after fitting and selection, all parts can be
epoxied together for an itegral construction.

The stock maternial used to manufacture the base putter
head portion can comprise 1.5-1nch square bar stock ofa 1018
Carbon Steel. This carbon steel can be milled with very clean
and precise lines, provides longer tool life and also offers a
very soit yet solid feel when struck with a golf ball 1n the
finished club. Other metals, such as 121.14 Carbon Steel, 303
stainless steel, brass, bronze, copper, aluminum, aluminum
bronze, titanium, magnesium, and other metals and metal
alloys, however, may be used to achieve the desired shapes
and performance effects.

A modular hosel can allow for a single traditional head
style to be coupled with varying hosels for different shaift
alignment configurations in the final product to suit different
tastes and needs for specifications such as oilset, face or toe
balancing, 1n differing degrees, diflering lie angles, all with
the same basic head module. Alternatively, differing hosels
may be obtained by milling, forging or casting them as one
piece with the head, including the use of center shafted
designs, with or without a hosel. Advantageously, various
weilght configurations and amounts can be employed to help
optimize the balance of the head and location of center of
percussion according to the hosel and/or shaft specifications,
as these, along with the user’s stroke mechanics, affect the
dynamic location of the center of percussion.

In one embodiment, the metal billet of 1018 Carbon Steel
1s CNC machined, engraved, finished, polished, bead blasted,
nickel plated, refinished and painted 1n the engraved areas,
assembled with a hosel, a shaft and a grip, and can be offered
for fitting or for sale to the end user with a selection of back
portions of the rearwardly extending portion shapes, lengths
and alignment indicia, and a selection of user-adjustable
weights for selective placement within the cavity to optimize
the putter’s weight and performance for that particular user’s
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needs, tastes and requirements, and changing course condi-
tions. For instance, the user may alter the location of weights
from high 1n the cavity to low 1n the cavity above the cover 1f
he 1s playing slower greens, thus lowering the CG and pro-
viding a slightly higher launch and better roll on the slower
grass.

Additionally, some golfers prefer a toe-up alignment of the
putter head at address and throughout the stroke. However,
such a position of the head actually moves the CG of the putter
out of the manufacturer’s imntended geographically centered
location. The optional weights can be placed in the lower toe
side of the cavity to compensate for the toe-up orientation,
and to re-center and optimize the CG to the proper location 1n
relation to the face and alignment 1ndicia.

As discussed above, the through-head insert 121, 121°,
122", or portions thereol (such as the rearwardly extending
portion 126, 126', 126") can be formed by a CNC milling
method as described for the base head portion above, or some
other suitable method, such as ivestment casting, forging,
stamping, and/or the like. The the through-head nsert 121,
121", 122", or portions thereof (such as the rearwardly extend-
ing portion 126,126, 126") could be formed all or 1n portions
from of a type of composite or dense stifl plastic, such as
Delrin®, supplied by Dupont®, which 1s known to be
machinable easily and accurately, and yet 1s lighter than steel
or aluminum, offering increased net discretionary weight
adjustment.

In one embodiment, the through-head sert 121, 121",
122", or portions thereot (such as the rearwardly extending
portion 126, 126', 126") can be machined from a 6061 Aecro-
space grade aluminum alloy, while the bottom portion of the
rearwardly extending portion 126, 126' and 126" can be CNC
milled or 1njection molded from Delrnn®, while the putter
head body portion 210 1s CNC milled from 1018 Carbon steel
or alternatively a 303 Stainless Steel. The aluminum alloy
portion of the through-head 1nsert, or portions therefore, 1s
then finished, and either painted, powder-coated, anodized or
plated. The metal portions can be either bead blasted and clear
anodized, or white powder coated to provide increased align-
ment optics. The Delrin® lower rearwardly extending portion
can then be fastened together with the upper alloy portion of
the rearwardly extending portion with screws to form one unit

The alloy portion of the portion 126, 126' and 126" can be
plated with an electroless Nickel plating, also known as
¢-Nickel, as 1s the carbon steel head portion, to reduce corro-
s1on and oxidation of the alloy and mild steel surfaces and to
provide ahomogenous look, to further enhance the traditional
look and appeal of the putter.

FIG. 4A illustrates an embodiment of the invention from
the underside, to show cavity 127 and with a selectable plu-
rality of optional die-cut lead weight strips 151 that can be
disposed in cavity 127, fitting flush inside the cavity 127 in the
bottom of the rearwardly extending portion 126.

FIG. 4B illustrates an embodiment where weights 145 are
threaded to {it securely 1nto a bored and tapped cavity 127" in
the rearwardly extending portion 126", with a selection of
optional weights shown.

FIG. 4C 1llustrates an embodiment having a rearwardly
extending portion 126, that can be milled from Delrn® and
having a cavity 127". A cavity cover 147 including a cavity
157 and including optional weights 145' from a selection of
welghts can be secured into cavity 157 of cavity cover 147
with a screw 153, in order to customize the back-weighting
and balance of the putter. The cavity cover 147 1s then secured
with screws 155 to cavity 127 of the portion 126™ to cover the
cavity 127", Weighting materials can be comprised of dense
materials, such as lead, brass, copper, steel, tungsten, silver or
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gold, or any other heavy metal or other heavy materials. These
optional weight materials can be made to fill the entire cavity,

or can be secured to the peripheral walls of the cavity, as

taught 1n U.S. Pat. No. 7,004,852 to Billings, tully incorpo-
rated herein by reference. Although the putter head of this
current invention 1s not substantially hollow, the cavity of the
rearwardly extending portion can be, and therefore adjust-
ment of weights inside this cavity can be used to adjust the CG
and Center of Percussion (CP) of the putter head to optimize
the CP to the CG for various golier’s stroke mechanics, posi-
tively optimizing launch and roll performance.

FIG. § illustrates an embodiment having a through-head
insert having a separable front insert portion and a selectable
plurality of optional rearwardly extending portion configures
with various alignment 1indicia applied to the top portion of
the. In another embodiment, a small pocket 1s milled 1nto the
top of the rearwardly extending portion, 1n order to recerve a
set of optional alignment decals or emblems, with various
alignment indicia imprinted thereon or therein. The joint
between the front striking face of through-head insert and the
selectable rearwardly extending portion can be hidden from
the golier’s view at address by the overhanging top-line, so it
can appear as one continuous piece.

FIG. 6 1illustrates another embodiment with a selectable
plurality of rearwardly extending portion with a selection of
lengths, and shapes, using screws that attach the rearwardly
extending portion to the through-head insert from the rear.
Shorter or longer rearwardly extending portions can therefore
be selected to suit an individual golier’s needs and desires, as
can the shape of the rearwardly extending portion. The screws
can be used to switch out the rearwardly extending portion 1f
the golfer so desires, so long as it 1s not during a competitive
round. Weight adjustments inside the rearwardly extending
portion cavity can be made to compensate for the exact pre-
terred net weight. For instance, a heavier weight can be used
in a smaller, lighter rearwardly extending portion, or vise
versa, or a heavier weight can be used 1n a heavier rearwardly
extending portion for an overall heavier weight and more
back-weight balance. The connecting screws can be aflixed
using a common allen-type hex wrench, or other special
wrench, such as one that also holds additional optional
weights. The screws can also be conventional screws, if per-
mitted by the rules. The screws can also be epoxied 1n place
for a more permanent construction, as previously described.
Alternatively, the screws can be inserted and secured from the
face side, preferably counter-sunk and flush mounted outside
the center el

ective hitting area, and as long as they adhere to
known rules regulating the face screws.

FIG. 7 illustrates a bottom-rear view of one embodiment of
the present invention in which the rearwardly extending por-
tion has a round cavity forrecerving a weight, and where there
are threaded screws at the sole of the club head to secure the
rearwardly extending portion 1n place

Accordingly, the traditional design host may be selected
among any design thought by golfers to be traditional and as
desired by the golf club designer, pro or club fitter to obtain
the desired weighting characteristics without departing from
the spirit of the present invention. The style of the head,
whether it be a flange blade, flange Cawty backed blade,
flange half mallet, small mallet or any previous style where
the center of gravity was relatively low 1n the head and near
the striking face, can be altered, improved and made suitable
for a wide variety of golier’s stroke mechanics and other
fitting specifications, while providing optimal forgiveness
and roll characteristics for today’s various green types and
speeds by applying the concepts of the present invention.
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The total weight of the putter head can be approximately
250 to 300 grams without the hosel. In this manner, the
lightest playing weight can be achieved with the weight cav-
ity or cavities empty, which may be best balanced for some
goliers, including those with longer and/or heavier shaftts, for
instance. Those requiring heavier heads and more back-
welghting can then add weight according to their needs and
preference. Advantageously, the large cavity of the rear-
wardly extending portion can accept 1350 grams of additional
welght or more, also making these heads 1deal for belly and
even long putters, where such weight 1s desirable.

Preferably, the CNC milling process described above
allows for a high quality, traditional looking and feeling
putter to be produced. Various other weighted heads, by thick-
ening or thinning various portions, may produce different
weight putters for different golfers tastes, or for shorter or
longer length putters as described. Alternatively, additional
denser weighting material, such as tungsten, and the like, may
be added to further modily the weight, moment of inertia,
center-oi-gravity and/or center of percussion location as
desired.

As will be appreciated by one skilled 1n the art, the s1ze and
shape of the insert and the rearwardly extending portion may
differ between various shapes and head designs. For instance,
the outline of the face insert portion could be a square, a circle,
a rounded square, a rectangle, a rounded rectangle, trapezoid
or other shape. Likewise, the shape of the rearwardly extend-
ing portion can be made of many shapes without departing
from the spirit or scope of the mvention. Additionally, the
materials used for the base putter and tongue can be the same
as one another, or different.

For example, the striking face can be smooth, rough or have
grooves therein. In one embodiment, the striking face can
include a plurality of arcuate grooves. These grooves can
include spaced-apart opposed intersecting arcuate grooves. In
another embodiment, these spaced-apart opposed intersect-
ing arcuate grooves can be vertically spaced apart with the
putter head positioned at address.

FIG. 8 illustrates a view of one embodiment of a face
pattern of a putter head that embodies such grooves.

FIG. 9 1llustrates a view of the face of a putter head that
embodies the present invention, with two spaced-apart lead-
ing edge arcuate grooves and two intersecting spaced-apart
trailing edge arcuate grooves.

FIG. 10A 1s a vertical cross section through the face nearer
the heel or toe of a vertically milled face that embodies the
present mvention, showing one example of the leading and
trailing edge grooves as they would appear nearer the heel or
toe of the face mill pattern, where the grooves are spaced
closer together than the grooves in the middle of the face.

FIG. 10B 1s a vertical cross section through the middle of
the face of a vertically milled face that embodies the present
invention, showing one example of the leading and trailing
edge grooves as they would appear in the middle of the face.

By milling the pattern in this manner, preferably with a
small overlapping section, the pattern 1s framed visually for
enhanced optics for aligning the putter at address, and
throughout the stroke. Milling the grooves in the face in this
manner also provides an immediate overspin being placed on
the goli ball when struck with the club 1n 1ts intended manner,
that 1s, when swung normally by the golier. The grooves also
reduce the surface area contacting the ball at impact, and thus
soiten and improve the feel transmitted to the golfer. Further-
more, as the pattern changes outward from the center of the
pattern, a different impact characteristic and different sound
and feel 1s transmitted to the golier on miss-hits, increasing




US 7,566,276 B2

11

the responsiveness and feedback important for the golfer to
adjust and improve his or her stroke.

It 1s understood that the present imvention can take many
forms and embodiments. Accordingly, several variations may
be made 1n the foregoing without departing from the spirit or
the scope of the invention. For example, the traditional design
may consist of other kinds of head styles of putters, such as
flange blades with no cavities, heel shafted flange blades,
mallets with and without cavities, putters with or without
hosels, center shaited putters, mid-length or belly putters,
long putters, and the like.

Having thus described the present invention by reference to
certain of its preferred embodiments, 1t 1s noted that the
embodiments disclosed are 1llustrative rather than limiting 1n
nature and that a wide range of variations, modifications,
changes, and substitutions are contemplated in the foregoing
disclosure and, 1n some 1instances, some features of the
present mnvention may be employed without a corresponding,
use of the other features. Many such variations and modifi-
cations may be considered obvious and desirable by those
skilled in the art based upon areview of the foregoing descrip-
tion of preferred embodiments. Accordingly, 1t 1s appropriate
that the appended claims be construed broadly and 1n a man-
ner consistent with the scope of the invention.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A multi-piece putter head, comprising:

a first putter head portion having a front face positioned to
strike a goli ball, a back, a sole and an opening above the
sole encompassing a centrally located area of the front
face, the opening extending through the head portion
from the front face to the back of the head portion;

an insert member having a rear port 1on extending rear-
wardly through the opening of the putter head portion
and rearward of the back of the head portion, the 1nsert
member having a front portion having a front face form-
ing at least a portion of a surface for striking a golf ball;
and

the msert member being secured to the putter head at least
in part by a securing device other than an interference {it.

2. The multi-piece putter head of claim 1, wherein the
insert member comprises at least one cavity open to the out-
side.

3. The multi-piece putter head of claim 2, wherein the
insert comprising a plurality of cavities open to the outside.

4. The multi-piece putter head of claim 2, a first weight
removably mounted for movement with the putter head and
configured to occupy a central area of the insert member
cavity.
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5. The multi-piece putter head of claim 4, wherein the first
weight 1s threadably attached to the insert.

6. The multi-piece putter head of claim 1, wherein the
insert member contains at least one alignment indicia, for
alignment of the putter head.

7. The multi-piece putter head of claim 6, wherein the
alignment indicia 1s a line on an upper surface of the insert
member rear portion aligned generally along the intended
path of the putter head during a pulfing stroke.

8. The multi-piece putter head of claim 6, wherein the
alignment indicia comprises a plurality of circles aligned
generally along the intended path of the putter head during a
putting stroke.

9. The multi-piece putter head of claim 1, wherein the
insert member forms a substantially continuous surface at the
centrally located area of the front face, for striking a golf ball.

10. The multi-piece putter head of claim 1, wherein the
securing means includes threaded fasteners.

11. The multi-piece putter head of claim 10, wherein the
threaded fasteners are generally aligned perpendicular to said
surface for striking a ball to secure the front insert member to
the head portion.

12. The multi-piece putter head of claim 11, wherein the
threaded fasteners are threaded into the head portion from the
rear of the head portion.

13. The multi-piece putter head of claim 1, wherein the
front portion 1s flanged and the opening in the putter head
includes shoulders for receiving the flanged front portion.

14. The multi-piece putter head of claim 1, wherein the rear
portion and front portion are integral.

15. The multi-piece putter head of claim 1, wherein the first
putter head portion comprises a first material and the insert
member comprises a second material different from the first
material.

16. The multi-piece putter head of claim 135, wherein the
second material has a lower density than the first matenal.

17. The multi-piece putter head of claim 1, wherein the
front face of the insert includes a plurality of arcuate grooves.

18. The multi-piece putter head of claim 17, wherein the
arcuate grooves include spaced-apart opposed intersecting
arcuate grooves.

19. The multi-piece putter head of claim 18, wherein the
spaced-apart opposed 1ntersecting arcuate grooves are verti-
cally spaced apart with the putter head positioned at address.
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