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(57) ABSTRACT

A fruit peeling packaging mnovation 1s provided to allow
consumers to start to peel a fruit by pulling a glued tab oif a
fruit. By pulling the tab off a fruit a consumer rips oif that
portion of the peel that the tab 1s glued to. Various models can
have tabs with an optional cutting edge where the consumer
can use the cutting edge to further, peel, clean, and or cut the
fruit and eat 1t. The device includes a tab made of plastic,
metal or other material, a tab with a handle, an optional
cutting edge, and or an optional spoon, fork, or an optional
hybrid spoon-fork. The tab can be made out of a food grade
plastic, metal or other moldable material. Further, the tab or
handle can be molded or printed thereon to mclude advertis-
ing or slogans and can be applied to any kind of fruat.

27 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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FRUIT PEELING PACKAGING INNOVATION
WITH AN OPTIONAL CUTTING EDGE,
OPTIONAL SPOON, OPTIONAL FORK, OR
OPTIONAL HYBRID SPOON-FORK

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is related to and claims the benefit of the
filing date of provisional application Ser. No. 60/669,626
filed on Apr. 8, 2005 and 1t 1s also related to and claims the
benefit of the filing date of provisional application Ser. No.

60/672,299 filed on Apr. 18, 2005.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to fruit peeling
packaging and more specifically it relates to a fruit peeling
packaging inovation for providing utility to allow consum-
ers to easily immediately peel a fruit by pulling a tab off of a
fruit after they purchase 1t. The fruit can still be washed, and
by pulling the tab off the fruit the consumer rips off that
portion of the peel that the tab was glued to.

Further, with models having tabs having an optional cut-
ting edge, the consumer can use the cutting edge to further
peel the fruit, clean the fruit, remove seeds, cut the fruit, shape
the fruit, scoop the fruit out and also use the optional spoon or
optional fork or the optional hybrid spoon/fork, or “spork”™ to
cat 1t and or to further use the spoon, fork or spork, as they
would use the optional cutting edge, to enjoy their fruit.

It can be appreciated that fruit packaging has been 1n use
for years. Typically, fruit packaging 1s comprised of packag-
ing concepts to deliver fruit to consumers ncluding plastic
baskets or plastic bagging, cartons, bushels, or other means,
where citrus or other fresh fruit products are placed for deliv-
ery to consumers.

The main problem with conventional fruit packaging prod-
ucts are that they make no provision for providing utility to
provide a method where a consumer may use what 1s used by
the packager whereby a consumer may pull a tab off the fruit
to assist the peeling process to begin the peeling process so
the consumer may then completely peel the fruit manually by
hand and eat 1t.

Another problem with conventional fruit packaging is that
they make no provision for providing utility to provide a
method where a consumer may use what 1s used by the pack-
ager whereby a consumer may pull a tab off the fruit to peel
the fruit and eat 1t through means of a tab ripping the peel off
the fruit because 1t 1s glued to the fruit with food-safe glue
whereby the action of pulling the tab will rip off the peel
underneath the tab to allow a consumer to start to clean a fruit
from 1ts peel.

Another problem with conventional fruit packaging 1s that
they make no provision for providing utility to provide a
method whereby a consumer may use what 1s used by the
packager whereby a consumer may pull a tab off the fruit to
peel the fruit and eat 1t further utilizing the same tab whereby
such a tab would have a cutting edge to turther peel the fruit,
cut the fruit, or to utilize an optional spoon or fork or optional
hybrid spoon/fork containing a spoon with fork teeth built
into the optional spoon to further eat the fruit, or as 1n the case
of lemons to use the optional spoon, optional fork, or optional
hybrid spoon/fork to squeeze lemon juice onto food.

While these devices may be suitable for the particular
purpose to which they address, they are not as suitable for
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providing utility to allow consumers to easily immediately
peel a fruit by pulling a tab off of a fruit after they purchase 1t.
The fruit can still be washed, and by pulling the tab off the
fruit the consumer rips off that portion of the peel that the tab
was glued to. Further, with models having tabs having the
optional cutting edge the consumer can use the cutting edge to
turther cut the fruit and eat 1t. The main problem with con-
ventional fruit packaging 1s that they make no provision for
providing utility to provide a method where a consumer may
use what 1s used by the packager whereby a consumer may
pull a tab off the fruit to peel the fruit and eat 1t.

In these respects, the fruit peeling packaging innovation
according to the present invention substantially departs from
the conventional concepts and designs of the prior art, and 1n
s0 doing provides an apparatus primarily developed for the
purpose ol providing utility to allow consumers to easily
immediately peel a fruit by pulling a tab off of a fruit after they
purchase 1t. Further, with models having tabs having the
optional cutting edge the consumer can use the cutting edge to
turther peel the fruit, clean the fruit, remove seeds, cut the
fruit and eat 1t. Further, the consumer can use an optional
spoon or optional fork on one side of the tab whereby the tab
may have an optional hybrid spoon/fork with fork teeth built
into 1t to further eat the fruit as 1n eating a grapetruit once a
grapefruit 1s cut in half with the cutting edge as many people

do.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In view of the foregoing disadvantages inherent in the
known types of fruit packaging now present in the prior art,
the present invention provides a new fruit peeling packaging
innovation construction wherein the same can be utilized for
providing utility to allow consumers to easily immediately
peel a fruit by pulling a tab off of a fruit after they purchase 1t.

The general purpose of the present invention, which will be
described subsequently 1n greater detail, 1s to provide a new
fruit peeling packaging innovation that has many of the
advantages of the fruit peeling packaging mentioned hereto-
fore and many novel features that result 1n a new fruit peeling
packaging innovation which 1s not anticipated, rendered
obvious, suggested, or even implied by any of the prior art
fruit packaging concepts, either alone or 1n any combination
thereof.

To attain this, the present invention generally comprises a
tab made out of plastic, metal or other matenial, a tab with a
handle or other grasping mechanisms, an optional cutting
edge on the tab, a tab made out of a food grade plastic or other
moldable material, a tab that can be molded or printed on to
accommodate slogans, logos or other information for adver-
tising purposes and any kind of fruit.

The tab 1s preferably made from food grade plastic, metal,
or other material and may be glued to a whole fresh fruit with
food safe glue approved by the FDA. The tab which 1s made
out of a food grade plastic, metal, or other material or other
moldable material 1s applied to fruit.

Various models of the tab can be developed whereby an
optional cutting edge on the tab can be included to allow a
consumer to cut the fruit to eat 1t whereby the cutting edge can
be made out of plastic material similar to the tear-oif tab and
or include a metal cutting blade attached or embedded 1nto the
tear-oil tab.

The cutting edge can be offered 1n a variety of variations to
include a non-moving stationary cutting edge tool built into
the side of the tab. Alternatively, the cutting edge can be made
mechanically functional and or be attached to the tab to have
at least one blade rotate and or pivot to move 1nto or out of a
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cutting position and or be concealed when not 1n use as 1n a
pocket knife, and or be fashioned 1n similar mechanical varia-
tions as 1s known in the art. A yet further alternative 1s to have
a cutting edge that can be included 1n the tab where the cutting
edge can be 1nitially nstalled 1n the tab and be made where 1t
can be fashioned to be removed from the tab, used as a cutting
tool, and then be discarded, and or be later reinserted into the
tab for later use.

Further, an optional spoon, an optional fork, and or an
optional hybrid spoon/fork, or “spork™ can be provided on
one side of the tab having enough rigidity to withstand eating
or use pressures of eating or dealing with fruait.

There has thus been outlined, rather broadly, the more
important features of the imnvention 1n order that the detailed
description thereof may be better understood, and in order
that the present contribution to the art may be better appreci-
ated. There are additional features of the invention that will be
described hereinafter.

In this respect, before explaining at least one embodiment
of the 1invention 1n detail, it 1s to be understood that the
invention 1s not limited in its application to the details of
construction and to the arrangements of the components set
forth 1n the following description or illustrated 1n the draw-
ngs.

The nvention 1s capable of other embodiments and of
being practiced and carried out 1n various ways. Also, 1t 1s to
be understood that the phraseology and terminology
employed herein are for the purpose of the description and
should not be regarded as limiting.

A primary object of the present invention 1s to provide a
fruit peeling packaging innovation that will overcome the
shortcomings of the prior art devices.

Another object 1s to provide a fruit peeling packaging
innovation that will allow said tab to have a handle or a
grasping mechanism to allow the consumer to grasp the tab to
allow the consumer to rip the tab off the fruit to peel the fruit.

Another object 1s to provide a fruit peeling packaging
innovation that will allow said tab to have an optional spoon
or fork or to have said tab contain an optional hybrid spoon/
fork contaiming a spoon with fork teeth built into or attached
to one side of the tab of “x” length, “y” width, and *“z” shape
to allow the consumer to eat the fruit with the spoon or fork or

optional hybrid spoon/fork after cutting into the fruait.

Another object of the present invention 1s to provide a fruit
peeling packaging innovation that will allow ample space on
the present invention for the printing or inclusion of advertis-
ing, slogans, logos or further information upon any portion of
the present invention. Said advertising to be included upon
the present invention may be carried out by printing, by
molding 1t into the matenal of the product via manufacturing,
by a stamping process, or another process so that the adver-
tising 1s aflixed to the product through a manufacturing pro-
cess, by allixing decals or to include said information upon
the tab for advertising purposes, or through other processes. It
1s understood that this advertising may be placed on the tab,
on the cutting edge, on the spoon, on the fork, on the hybnd
spoon/fork or “spork™, on the handle, on the protective guard,
or on any part of the peeler or device.

Another object of the present invention 1s to provide a fruit
peeling packaging invention that will allow a consumer to
pull a tab off a fruit to peel the fruit and eat 1t further utilizing
the same tab which may have an optional cutting edge to
turther peel, turther clean the fruit, remove seeds, and or to
otherwise cut or serve the fruit.

Another object of the present invention 1s to provide a fruit
peeling packaging innovation that will allow said tab to have
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at least one optional cutting edge built into the tab of “X”
length, “Y” width, and “Z” shape for cutting into the fruait.

Other objects and advantages of the present invention will
become obvious to the reader and 1t 1s intended that these
objects and advantages are within the scope of the present
invention.

To the accomplishment of the above and related objects,
this invention may be embodied 1n the form 1illustrated 1n the
accompanying drawings, attention being called to the fact,
however, that the drawings are illustrative only, and that
changes may be made 1n the specific construction illustrated.

Other objects and advantages of the present invention will
become apparent from the following descriptions, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings, wherein, by
way of 1llustration and example, an embodiment of the
present invention 1s disclosed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The drawings constitute a part of this specification and

include exemplary embodiments to the invention, which may
be embodied 1n various forms. It 1s to be understood that in

some 1nstances various aspects of the invention may be shown
exaggerated or enlarged to facilitate an understanding of the
invention.

Various other objects, features and attendant advantages of
the present invention will become fully appreciated as the
same becomes better understood when considered 1n con-
junction with the accompanying drawings, in which like ret-
erence characters designate the same or similar parts through-
out the several views, and wherein:

FIG. 1A 1s a top plan view of the peeler.

FIG. 1B 1s a top plan view of the peeler having a stationary
cutting edge.

FIG. 1C 1s a top plan view of the peeler showing a detach-
able cutting edge.

FIG. 21s a perspective view of the peeler wherein the peeler
1s attached to a fruit.

FIG. 3 15 a side view of the peeler attached to a piece of
truit.

FIG. 4A 1s a top view of a spoon version of the peeler.
FIG. 4B 1s a top view of a fork version of the peeler.
FIG. 4C 1s a top view of a spork version of the peeler.

FIG. 5 1s a top view of the peeler wherein a portion of the
bottom of the peeler 1s revealed showing a removable protec-
tive sheet covering the adhesive of the tab.

FIG. 6 1s a perspective view of the peeler wherein the
handle 1s located near the middle of the peeler.

FIG. 7 1s a perspective view ol the peeler torn off from a
fruit exposing the flesh of the fruat.

FIG. 8 15 a top view of the peeler showing a cutting edge on

a tab that can slide 1nto cutting position moving on an axle 1n
a slot.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Turning now descriptively to the drawings, in which simi-
lar reference characters denote similar elements throughout
the several views, the attached figures illustrate a fruit peeling
packaging innovation, which comprises a tab made of plastic,
metal or other material, a tab with a handle or other grasping
mechanisms, an optional cutting edge on the tab, a tab made
out of a food grade plastic, metal, or other moldable matenal,
a tab that can be molded or printed on to accommodate slo-
gans, logos or other information for advertising purposes and
any kind of fruit.
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Referring now to FIG. 1A, a peeler 1 1s provided. The
peeler 1 may have a tab 2. Preferably, the peeler 1 and/or the
tab 2 and i1ts components are made from plastic, metal or other
suitable material. The tab 1 may be glued to a fruit 3 (as 1s
shown 1n FIG. 2) by means of a food safe glue 4. Preferably,
the peeler 1 may bend easily so as to fit the curvature of the
truit 3. The peeler 1 may be placed toward the middle of the
fruit 3 and away from any stem of the fruit 3. Further, a
plurality of peelers 1 may be placed around a single fruit 3, for
example, so that a larger portion of the fruit 3 1s covered by the
peeler 1. The glue 4 1s preferably approved by the Food and
Drug Administration or similar agencies.

As depicted in FIG. 1A, The tab 2 may have a firstend 5, a
second end 6, a first side 7, a second side 8, a top 9 which may
have a space 20 (as 1s illustrated 1n FIG. 4B) that may allow
the manufacturer, farmer or other entity to place an advertise-
ment or other indicia for a user’s or an advertiser’s purposes,
and/or a bottom 10. Preferably, the glue 4 1s added to the
bottom 10 of the tab 2.

The first side 7 and/or the second side 8 of the tab 2 may
cover only a portion of the fruit 3 or may substantially wrap
around the entire fruit 3. The glue 4 may be located on a
portion of the bottom 10 of the tab 2 or may cover the entire
bottom 10 of the tab 2. The glue 4 may be formulated as such
to create a strong enough bond between the bottom 10 of the
tab 2 and the fruit 3, such that the outer surface 11 of the fruit
3 may be removed from the fruit 3 by pulling oif the tab 2,
even 1f waxes, cleansing agents, dyes, fruit gases, fruit sugars,
organic material, inorganic material, fruit juices, or any other
substance 1s applied to the fruit 3 prior to placing the tab 2
onto the fruit 3. It1s also suggested that the glue 4 be approved
by the Food and Drug administration and or similar agencies
for food use. It 1s further suggested that the glue 4 be formu-
lated so that 1t would not damage the fruit 3, or the appearance
of the fruit 3.

Preferably, the glue 4 1s made and formulated so as to
withstand the possible extreme temperature changes 1n which
it may be exposed to before and/or after being secured onto
the fruit 3. In addition, 1t 1s suggested that the glue 4 should be
formulated to remain effective even 1f the glue 4 1s exposed to
excessive dryness, moisture, refrigeration, freezing and/or
heating and that 1t be fast drying. The glue 4 should also be
formulated to have a bonding strength strong enough so that
a portion of the outer surface 11 of the fruit 3 peels off the fruit
3 when the tab 2 of the peeler 1 1s removed from the fruit 3.
More specifically, the portion of the outer surface 11 of the
fruit 3 which 1s removed from the fruit 3 after the peeler 1 1s
used or removed from the fruit 3 may be approximately the
s1ze of the tab 2 of the peeler 1. The force needed to remove
the peeler 1 from the fruit 3 should be no more than a force
capable of being produced by almost all people.

The peeler 1 may have a handle 12. The handle 12 may be
secured to the tab 2 by glue 4 or any other means commonly
used 1n the field. Alternatively, the peeler 1 may be con-
structed such that the handle 12 and tab 2 may be one con-
tinuous piece when manufactured.

Preferably, the handle 12 1s secured to or near the first end
5 or second end 6 of the tab 2. More specifically, the handle 12
may begin atthe first end 5 or second end 6 of the tab 2 or may
overlap with a portion of the tab 2. The handle 12 may be, for
example, in the shape of a nng (as Illustrated 1in FIG. 1).
However, the handle 12 may have numerous other shapes.
Thetab 2 of the peeler 1 may be longer than the handle 12. The
handle 12 may be a portion of the peeler 1 1n which a user
grasps and pulls upward when removing the tab 2 from the
outer surface 11 of the fruit 3. Preferably, the handle 12 has an
opening 13 which 1s large enough for a user to 1nsert his/her
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finger or thumb. Accordingly, the diameter of the opening 13
of the handle 12 may be larger than the diameter of the fingers
and or thumbs of most users. It should be understood that the
diameter of the handle 12 may vary such to accommodate a
user with a smaller finger/thumb or larger finger/thumb. In an
alternate embodiment, a cutting edge 21 may be added to at
least one side of the peeler 1 attab 2 as 1s shown in FIG. 1B to
assist 1n further peeling or cutting a fruit 3 after removing the
peeler 1 or tab2 from a fruit 3. In an alternate embodiment, at
least one cutting edge 21 may be fashioned to be made detach-
able from the peeler 1 or the tab 2 where 1t can be unsnapped
and removed from the tab 2 from at least one attachment
junction 14 and be utilized as a cutting or peeling tool, and
where it then can be later discarded and or be reinserted and
or snapped back into the tab at the attachment junctions 14 as
1s shown 1n FI1G. 1C that secure the removable cutting edge 21
into the tab 2 of the peeler 1.

Referring now to FIG. 2, the handle 12 of the peeler 1 may
lack an opening 13. More specifically, the handle 12 of the
peeler 1 may simply be a portion of the tab 2 which does not
have glue 4 and which extends separately without glue from
the glued portion of the tab. In this embodiment, the glue 4 on
the bottom 10 of the tab 2 may not be located at the first end
5 or second end 6 of the tab 2 where the handle would extend
and be grasped. Further, the handle 12 may be separated from
the tab 2 by, for example, abend line 16. The bend line 16 may
allow the handle 12 to bend upward, away from the fruit 3.

FIG. 3 illustrates the peeler 1 attached to a piece of fruit 3
wherein the peeler 1 1s attached to the outer surface 11 of the
fruit 3 via glue 4 which is located on the bottom 10 (shown 1n
FIGS. 1A, 1B, 1C) of the tab 2 of the peeler 1. The handle 12
ofthe tab 2 1n FIG. 3 extends upward at the bend line 16, away
from the fruit 3. Having the handle 12 extend upward at the
bend line 16 may allow the user to easily grasp the handle 12.
Preferably, the handle 12 extends upward between a twenty
and seventy degree angle, however, 1t should be understood
that the handle 12 may extend upward at any angle with
respect to the tab 2. In an embodiment, the handle 12 1s also
glued to the fruit 3. FI1G. 3 also shows the peeler 1 glued to the
fruit 3 at 1ts outer surface 11 with the underlying flesh 24 of
the fruit 3 and 1ts outer surface 11 intact.

Alternate variations of the peeler 1 can be developed where
the handle 12 1s glued to the fruit 3, and still yet other varia-
tions can be developed where the handle 12 1s not glued
directly to the fruit 3, but rather 1s directly connected to the tab
2 at various positions, further still the handle 1tself can be the
tab 2 1n an alternate description which can be lifted off the
truit 3 to tear the peel or the fruit’s outer surface 11.

Referring now to FIGS. 4A, 4B, and 4C, the peeler 1 may
have a spoon portion 15, fork portion 17 or a “spork”™ portion
18 respectively. More specifically, the peeler 1 may have the
spoon portion 135, the fork portion 17 or the spork portion 18
at the first end 5 of the tab 2 and the handle 12 at the second
end 6 of the tab 2. Further, the fork portion 17 and/or a “spork”™
portion 18 may have teeth 19 which may aid the user in eating
the fruit 3.

The spoon portion 15, fork portion 17 or “spork™ portion 18
may aid the user 1n eating the fruit 3 atter the outer surface 11
of the fruit 3 1s removed. The spoon portion 15, fork portion
17 or “spork” portion 18 may be manufactured as one piece
with the peeler 1 or may be added and attached to the peeler
1 as a part through manufacturing or assembly through vari-
ous processes known 1n the art. Further, the spoon portion 15,
fork portion 17 or “spork” portion 18 may be manufactured
and be made of the same materials as that of the tab 2 they may
be composed of different materials molded as one piece nto
the tab 2 or otherwise attached to the tab 2 as multiple pieces.




US 7,549,228 B2

7

Additionally, the spoon, fork and or spork can be flexible in
all their vanations, but they should be rigid enough for how
they will be used. Additionally, the tab 2, the spoon portion
15, the fork portion 17, the spork portion 18, the cutting edge
21, the handle 12, the protective guard 23, which may be
removable, disposable and reusable, of the peeler 1, may have
a space 20 which may allow the manufacturer, farmer or other
entity to place an advertisement or other indicia for a user’s or
an advertiser’s purposes. A space 20 that can be utilized for
advertising or for other indicia 1s depicted or 1illustrated 1n
FIG. 4B where the space 20 may be on the tab 2 portion of the
peeler 1. However, 1t should be noted that advertising or
indicia may utilize and place this space 20 on other compo-
nents of the peeler 1 such as upon the spoon portion 15, the
tork portion 17, the spork portion 18, the cutting edge 21, the
handle 12, the protective guard 23 or other parts of the peeler
1.

The tab 2 of the peeler 1 may also have a cutting edge 21.
The cutting edge 21 may aid the user 1n cutting the fruit 3
betore or atter the outer surface 11 of the fruit 3 1s removed.
The cutting edge 21 may have a smooth blade or 1t may be
serrated 22 or have ridges. In an embodiment, the cutting edge
21 may be stationary and non-moving and be part of the tab 2
and extend the length of the first side 7 and/or second side 8 of
the tab 2. Alternatively, the cutting edge 21 may extend to
only a portion of the first side 7 and/or second side 8 of the tab
2.

Embodiments illustrating a cutting edge 21 are shown in
FIGS. 1B, 1C, 4A, 4B, 4C, 7 & 8, however 1t should be noted
that any and all vaniations of the peeler 1 can be fashioned to
have a cutting edge 21 as an optional feature and can be
designed 1n a variety of ways. The cutting edge 21 may further
have a protective guard 23 which may be removable, dispos-
able, and or reusable which 1s shown 1n FIG. 4B. The protec-
tive guard 23, which may be removable, disposable, and or
reusable, may reduce the risk of the user becoming 1njured
from umintentional contact with the cutting edge 21. All varia-
tions of the peeler 1 can optionally have the cutting edge 21
covered with a protective guard 23 as 1s shown 1n FIG. 4B.
The protective guard 23 should be removed from the cutting
edge 21 prior to use of the cutting edge 21. The protective
guard 23 may be made from any material, for example plastic,
rubber, paper, metal or any other suitable matenal.

As depicted 1n FIG. 7, the peeler 1 may also have an axle 50
connecting the tab 2 to the cutting edge 21. More specifically,
the axle 50 may allow the cutting edge 21 to rotate with
respect to the tab 2. While the cutting edge 21 1s in use, the
cutting edge 21 may be rotated from a position substantially
parallel to the tab 2 to a position substantially perpendicular to
the tab 2 (or 1n a position substantially 180 degrees from the
initial position of the cutting edge 21). FIG. 7 1llustrates the
cutting edge 21 1n the process of being rotated between the
substantially parallel position and the substantially perpen-
dicular position. In an embodiment, when the cutting edge 21
1s not 1n use, the cutting edge 21 may be secured under the
bottom side 10 portion of the tab 2. Securing the cutting edge
21 under the bottom side 10 portion of the tab 2 may prevent
injuries. If the user desires to use the cutting edge 21, the user
may rotate the cutting edge 21, along the axle 350, to expose
the cutting edge 21.

In alternate embodiments, the cutting edge 21 may be
rotated on the axle 50 and secured 1nto a hollowed-out portion
of the tab, when not 1n use to prevent injuries, as in a pocket
knife.

In a further alternate embodiment, the cutting edge 21 may
be fashioned to mechanically adjust like a pocket knife to
pivot or be rotated within the tab 2 on an axle 50 so as to move
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the cutting edge 21 into or out of a cutting position to be used
as a cutting tool and or to be concealed when not in use as 1s
shown 1n FI1G. 7. Further, the cutting edge 21 may be made of
the same materials as that of the tab 2 and molded as one piece
with the tab or it may be composed of a metal blade or
dissimilar materials and be inserted or be molded 1nto the side
of the tab 2 or be otherwise attached to tab 2 as multiple
pieces. Additionally, the cutting edge can be flexible 1n all its
variations, but should be rigid enough as well to withstand
cutting pressures. Further still, in an alternate embodiment,
the cutting edge 21 may mechanically slide into and out of a
cutting position by moving on an axle 50 1n a slot 51 to
otherwise allow a user to mechanically adjust the cutting edge
into and out of a cutting position as 1s shown 1n FIG. 8.

The peeler 1 may be added to the fruit 3 prior to being sold
to consumers or the peeler 1 may be added to the fruit 3 by the
consumer. I the peeler 1 1s added to the fruit 3 by a consumer,
the consumer may add the glue 4 to the tab 2 himself or
herself, or the consumer may remove a protective sheet 25
from the tab 2, thereby exposing the glue 4 or other sticky
surface of the tab 2 of peeler 1 (as 1s 1llustrated 1n FIG. §). In
an alternate embodiment, the peeler 1 may be activated by, for
example, microwaves, light, heat, chemical(s), ultrasonic
welding, or another process, that would cause the material of
the tab 2 to become fused to the outside surface 11 of a fruit
3 and then be applied to the outside surface 11 or peel of a fruit
3. The peeler 1 may then fuse with the fruit 3 and eliminate the
need for the glue 4 or other adhesive material 1n this fusing
process. Alternatively, the peeler 1 may be aflixed and fas-
tened to a fruit 3 by activating a process oriented reactive glue
that 1s otherwise not sticky or tactile until a process causes the
glue to become sticky.

In this scenario, a reactive-glue would be either embedded
in the tab 2 material or coated on the bottom 10 portion of the
tab 2 that would be sensitive to heat, microwaves, U.V, light,
chemicals, a liquid or solution, or another process would be
used to activate the glue and make 1t sticky. A consumer or
truit packager would then apply the tab 2 to a fruit 3. A fruat
packager may atfix the bottom 10 of tab 2 of the peeler 1 to
fruit 3 by these methods through automated means or by
manual labor as well.

Referring now to FIG. 6, in an embodiment, the handle 12
1s located substantially within the middle of the tab 2. In this
embodiment, the user grabs the handle 12 and pulls upward.
The tab 2 1s then removed from the fruit 3 with the upward
force coming from substantially the center of the tab 2. It
should be noted that 1n alternate embodiments, the handle 12
can be placed at different locations with respect to the tab 2.
Additionally, the tab 2 may be offered 1n different shapes and
s1zes. Further, 1t 1s contemplated that a peeler 1 can be con-
structed without a handle 12 whereby a consumer just pulls
the peeler 1 off the fruit 3 by pulling on the tab 2.

Referring now to FIG. 7, the peeler 1 1s shown removed
from the fruit 3 exposing the tlesh 24 of the fruit 3 after having
torn off a portion of the outer surface 11 of the fruit 3. The
peeler 1 1s shown having a glued portion of the outer surtace
11 (or the peel) of the fruit 3 remaining attached to the tab 2.
Thepeeler 11s also revealing a portion of the exposed flesh 24
of the fruit 3 that was peeled. It should be noted that the
portion of the outer surface 11 (or the peel) of the fruit 3 which
1s removed from the fruit 3 after the peeler was used to tear off
the outer surface 11 (or the peel) of the fruit 3 may be approxi-
mately the size of the tab 2 that 1s glued to the fruit peeling
apparatus or the peeler 1.

Clearly this innovation has many advantages offering con-
sumers at home or on the run a way to enjoy edible whole
fresh fruits with added convenience making home snacking
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and making mobile lunches especially convenient by attach-
ing a tab offering these described advantages and will prob-
ably increase the eating of fruit. This will make everyday fruit
cating, school and business lunches much more convenient,
not to mention picnics, church and town events, sporting
events, vacations, being on the road, and other events much
more enjoyable offering utilitarian advantages that will be
enjoyed by all.

As to a further discussion of the manner and usage and
operation of the present invention, the same should be appar-
ent from the above description. Accordingly, no further dis-
cussionrelating to the manner and usage and operation will be
provided.

With respect to the above description then, it 1s to be
realized that the optimum dimensional relationships for the
parts of the invention, to include variations 1n size, maternials,
shape, form, function and manner of operation, assembly and
use are deemed readily apparent and obvious to one skilled in
the art, and all equivalent relationships to those illustrated in
the drawings and described 1n the specification are intended to
be encompassed by the present invention.

Therefore, the foregoing 1s considered as 1llustrative only
of the principles of the mmvention. Further, since numerous
modifications and changes will readily occur to those skilled
in the art, 1t 1s not desired to limit the invention to the exact
construction and operation shown and described, and accord-
ingly, all suitable modifications and equivalents may be
resorted to, falling within the scope of the mnvention.

Although embodiments of the present invention are shown
and described therein, 1t should be understood that various
changes and modifications to the presently preferred embodi-
ments will be apparent to those skilled in the art. Such
changes and modifications may be made without departing
from the spirit and scope of the present invention and without
diminishing 1ts attendant advantages. It is, therefore, intended
that such changes and modifications be covered by the
appended claims.

The mvention claimed 1s:

1. A combination fruit peeling apparatus and a fruit com-
prising: a fruit; and a fruit peeling apparatus having a sub-
stantially flat tab portion having a first side, a second side, a
first end, a second end, a top side and a bottom side; a handle
portion attached to the tab portion; an adhesive secured to the
bottom side of the tab portion wherein the adhesive secures
the tab portion to an outer surface of the fruit and wherein
removal of the tab portion from the fruit results in removal of
a portion of the fruit and a cutting edge on the tab portion of
the fruit peeling apparatus wherein the cutting edge may cut
the fruit upon removal of the apparatus from the fruit.

2. apparatus of claim 1 further comprising: a cutting edge
on the tab portion wherein the cutting edge cuts the fruit.

3. The apparatus of claim 2 further comprising: a protective
guard secured onto the cutting edge.

4. The apparatus of claim 2 further comprising: a serrated
blade on the cutting edge.

5. The apparatus of claim 2 wherein the cutting edge 1s a
stationary non-moving part of the tab portion.

6. The apparatus of claim 2 further comprising: an axle
connecting the tab portion to the cutting edge wherein the
cutting edge rotates with respect to the tab portion.

7. The apparatus of claim 2 further comprising: an axle
connecting the tab portion to the cutting edge wherein the
cutting edge slides 1n a slot with respect to the tab portion.
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8. The apparatus of claim 2 wherein the cutting edge may
be removed from the tab portion.

9. The apparatus of claim 2 further comprising: a protective
guard secured onto the cutting edge wherein the protective
guard 1s removed from the cutting edge prior to using the
cutting edge.

10. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising: a spoon
teature attached to the tab.

11. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising: a fork
teature attached to the tab.

12. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising: a spork
feature attached to the tab.

13. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising: a protec-
tive sheet over the adhesive wherein the protective sheet 1s
removed from the bottom side of the tab prior to placing the
tab onto the fruait.

14. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the handle portion 1s
located substantially 1n the center of the tab portion.

15. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the handle portion 1s
located substantially at the first end of the tab.

16. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the handle portion 1s
a ring.

17. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the tab portion covers
only a portion of the fruit.

18. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the tab portion sub-
stantially wrap around the fruait.

19. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the tab portion 1s
flexible.

20. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the adhesive 1s added
to the tab portion or fruit immediately prior to utilization of
the peeling apparatus.

21. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein waxes, cleansing
agents, dyes, fruit gases, fruit sugars, organic materials, 1nor-
ganic materials, and fruit juices can be located between the
tab portion and the outer surface of a fruit wherein the adhe-
stve utilized by the tab portion will allow 1t to adhere to the
outside surface of the fruit despite the presence of said sub-
stances.

22. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the tab portion uti-
lizes an adhesive that 1s formnulated so that adhesive prop-
erties are not negatively atfected when the tab portion i1s glued
to the outside surface of the fruat.

23. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the fruit peeling
apparatus utilizes an adhesive that 1s formulated to have the
bonding strength required to tear off the outside surface of a
truit that the tab portion is glued to, when a consumer pulls the
glued tab portion off the fruait.

24. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the adhesive utilized
by the fruit peeling apparatus 1s resistant to temperature and
moisture changes.

25. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the portion of the fruit
removed 1s substantially the same size as the tab portion.

26. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the tab portion uti-
lized by the fruit peeling apparatus i1s fused to a fruit by
processes such as microwaves, light, heat, chemicals, ultra-
sonic welding, or another process that would cause the mate-
rial of the tab portion to fuse or to adhere to the outside surface
or the peel of a fruit 1n the absence of an adhesive.

277. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising: a space on
the tab portion for indicia.
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