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UNDERWATER CHIME AND METHOD OF
USE THEREOF

CROSS-REFERENCE AND PRIORITY CLAIM
10 RELATED APPLICATIONS

To the fullest extent permitted by law, the present nonpro-

visional patent application claims priority to and the full
benelit of provisional patent application entitled “UNDER -

WATER CHIME AND METHOD THEREFOR”, filed on
Nov. 7, 2003, having assigned Ser. No. 60/518,439 wherein
said apphcatlon 1s incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates generally to chimes, and
more specifically to an underwater chime and method of use
thereof. The present invention is particularly suitable for,
although not strictly limited to, creating and conveying relax-
ing and harmonious chimes throughout a swimming pool,
spa, whirlpool and/or the like.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Many residential homes and/or public fitness facilities pos-
sess swimming pools, jet tubs, whirlpools, spas and/or other
aquatic facilities that are typically utilized for a variety of
recreational purposes, wherein one such purpose 1s for relax-

ation. Specifically, many individuals utilize swimming pools,
jet tubs, whirlpools, spas and/or the like for the physically
soothing sensation of water against their body and to recu-
perate alter any physically and/or mentally strenuous activity
and/or to relieve general bodily fatigue.

Although such pools/spas are therapeutic 1n themselves,
many individuals often incorporate music and/or other sooth-
ing sounds offered via a conventional electronic audio system
in attempts to further enhance their relaxing pool/spa experi-
ence. However, such conventional audio equipment 1s limited
to aboveground or above-pool transmission of sound, and, as
such, 1s generally incapable of etl

ectively transmitting sound
waves underwater, as submersion of the electronic audio
equipment 1s not only hazardous, but would likely result 1n
irreparable damage thereto.

Therelore, 1t 1s readily apparent that there 1s a need for an
underwater chime and method of use thereof, wherein utili-
zation of such an underwater chime functions to enhance the
paciiying effect of any pool and/or spa environment by effec-
tively transmitting soothing, relaxing and meditative chimes/
sound waves throughout the aquatic medium.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Brietly described, 1n a preferred embodiment, the present
invention overcomes the above-mentioned disadvantages and
meets the recognized need for such a device by providing an
underwater chime and method of use thereof, wherein addi-
tion of the underwater chime to any pool and/or spa environ-
ment significantly enhances the inherent pac1fy1ng Tect
thereof by effectively transmitting and conveying soothing,
relaxing and meditative chimes/sound waves therethrough.

According to 1ts major aspects and broadly stated, the
present invention in its preferred form 1s an underwater chime
having a chime housing member, a chime mechanism, a fin, a
suspension mechanism and a mounting bracket.

More specifically, the present invention 1s an underwater
chime having a chime housing member, a chime mechanism
housed within the chime housing member, a fin surrounding,
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the chime housing member and protruding substantially per-
pendicular therefrom, a suspension mechanism preferably in
the form of a chain, wherein one end of the chain i1s engaged
to the fin, and wherein the opposing end of the chain 1s
engaged to a mounting bracket attached proximal to the pool/
spa water inlet and/or outlet.

Accordingly, a feature and advantage of the present mven-
tion 1s 1ts ability to significantly enhance a pool/spa user’s
underwater experience via the transmission of soothing,
relaxing and meditative chimes/sound waves therethrough.

Another feature and advantage of the present invention 1s
its ability to generate a continuous, random variety of chime
sound during utilization thereof 1n a pool/spa type setting.

Still another feature and advantage of the present invention
1s 1ts ability to function without the need of batteries, motors
and/or other types of power sources.

Yet another feature and advantage of the present invention
1s 1ts ability to effectively and substantially uniformly trans-
mit soothing chime sounds throughout most any swimming
pools, jet tubs, whirlpools, spas and/or the like.

Still yet another feature and advantage of the present inven-
tion 1s the ability to be expeditiously attached and detached
from most any swimming pools, jet tubs, whirlpools, spas
and/or the like with substantially ease.

A further feature and advantage of the present invention 1s
its simplicity of design.

Still a further feature and advantage of the present mnven-
tion 1s 1ts durability.

Yet a further feature and advantage of the present invention
1s 1ts ability to function maintenance-iree.

These and other features and advantages of the present
invention will become more apparent to one skilled in the art
from the following description and claims when read in light
of the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will be better understood by reading,
the Detailed Description of the Preferred and Alternate
Embodiments with reference to the accompanying drawing
figures, in which like reference numerals denote similar struc-
ture and refer to like elements throughout, and 1n which:

FIG. 1 1s a front perspective view ol an underwater chime
according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 1s a side perspective view of an underwater chime
according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 1s a front perspective view of the {in of an underwa-
ter chime according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 4 1s a perspective view of an underwater chime
according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention,
showing the device 1n use.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
AND ALTERNAITIVE EMBODIMENTS

In describing the preferred and alternate embodiments of
the present invention, as illustrated in FIGS. 1-4, specific
terminology 1s employed for the sake of clarity. The inven-
tion, however, 1s not itended to be limited to the specific
terminology so selected, and 1t 1s to be understood that each
specific element includes all technical equivalents that oper-
ate 1n a similar manner to accomplish similar functions.

Referring now to FIGS. 1-3, the present invention 1n 1ts
preferred embodiment 1s a device 10, wherein device 10 1s an
underwater chime generally preferably having chime housing
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member 20, chime mechanism 40, fin 60, suspension mecha-
nism 80 and mounting bracket 100.

Chime housing member 20 1s preferably a ball or sphere
22, wherein sphere 22 1s preferably hollow and preferably
formed from a suitable metal or metal alloy such as, for
exemplary purposes only, stainless steel, aluminum, brass,
bronze, 1ron, plated or coated metals, or the like, that are
preferably resistant to rust, corrosion and/or other typical
water damage. Alternatively, sphere 22 may be manufactured
from a ceramic material. Although the preferred material of
sphere 22 1s metal, 1t 1s contemplated in an alternate embodi-
ment that other suitable materials could be utilized, such as,
for exemplary purposes only, glass and/or glass. It 1s contem-
plated in yet another alternate embodiment that chime hous-
ing member 20 could be any shape, such as, for exemplary
purposes only, oval, square, diamond, pyramidal, cube, rect-
angular and/or any other desired shape and/or three-dimen-
sional shape.

Preferably housed within hollow interior 26 1s chime
mechanism 40, wherein chime mechanism 40 1s preferably
any suitable chime mechanism as known within the art, such
as, for exemplary purposes only, stress-ball chimes and/or
bells.

Formed preferably equatorially on sphere 22 is fin 60,
wherein fin 60 1s preferably substantially flat and preferably
formed from plastic and/or any other suitable material known
within the art, such as, for exemplary purposes only, rubber,
metal and/or glass. Fin 60 preferably possesses rounded side
62, first straight side 64, second straight side 66 and angled
side 68, wherein angled side 68 1s preferably formed opposite
rounded side 62, and wherein angled side 68 preferably pos-
sesses slit 70 centrally formed therethrough to facilitate
placement of fin 60 onto sphere 22 of chime housing member
20, as more fully described below. Rounded side 62 of {in 60
preferably possesses protuberance 72 formed thereon,
wherein protuberance 72 1s preferably of the same thickness
as fin 60, and wherein protuberance 72 preferably possesses
throughhole 74 centrally formed therethrough for the secure-
ment of suspension mechanism 80 thereto, as more fully
described below.

Fin 60 further preferably possesses centrally formed aper-
ture 76, wherein aperture 76 1s dimensioned to receive sphere
22 therein, and wherein edge 76 A of aperture 76 1s preferably
secured to sphere 22 via any suitable securing means known
within the art, such as, for exemplary purposes only, epoxies,
resins, solder, or imtegral formation therewith, thus securing
fin 60, 1n general, to sphere 22. It 1s contemplated 1n an
alternate embodiment that edge 76 A of aperture 76 could be
dimensioned to be recerved and seated within a groove
tormed around the circumierence of sphere 22, thereby secur-
ing {in 60 therein.

Fin 60 preferably functions as a fluid flow interrupter,
permitting device 10 to bounce and/or twirl about when
struck by water expelled through a water outlet and/or taken
in via a water ilet of a pool/spa, thus causing chime mecha-
nism 40 to jostle about within sphere 22 and produce a variety
of random soothing chime sounds, as more fully described
below. Furthermore, area 60A of fin 60 may receive any
selected indicia 60B thereon, such as, for exemplary purposes
only, company logos, designs, holograms, advertisements,
textual material, and combinations thereof.

Preferably in secured communication with throughhole 74
of protuberance 72 of {in 60 1s end 84 of suspension mecha-
nism 80, wherein suspension 80 1s preferably a ball-type
chain 82, and wherein opposing end 86 of chain 82 1s prefer-
ably 1n secured communication with front surface 100A of
mounting bracket 100. Although suspension mechanism 80 1s
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preferably a chain 82, it 1s contemplated in an alternate
embodiment that suspension mechanism 80 could be a string,
plastic wire, twine and/or any other suitable suspension
mechanism as known within the art. Chain 82 1s preferably
adjustably positioned through throughhole 74 of protuber-
ance 72 of fin 60 to enable proper positioning of device 10 1n
front of a water inlet and/or outlet, as more fully described
below.

Mounting bracket 100 1s preferably a substantially flat
member 102, possessing a securing means 104 for securing
mounting bracket 100 to the cap plate of a pool/spa in front of
a water inlet and/or outlet, wherein securing means 104 1s
positioned onrear surface 100B of mounting bracket 100, and
wherein securing means 104 1s preferably a waterproof
removable adhesive and/or any other suitable securing means
as known within the art, such as, for exemplary purposes only,
hook-and-loop fasteners, screws, snap-fit mechanisms and/or
the like. Mounting bracket 100 1s preferably formed from
plastic and/or any other suitable material as known within the
art, such as, for exemplary purposes only, metal and/or rub-
ber.

Referring now to FIG. 4, 1n use and during non-operation
of the pump of pool/spa being treated with device 10, mount-
ing bracket 100 1s preferably secured to the cap plate of a
pool/spa 1n front of a water 1nlet and/or outlet. Chain 82 1s
then preferably adjusted via pulling chain 82 through
throughhole 74 of protuberance 72 of fin 60 to enable proper
positioning of device 10 1n front of a water inlet and/or outlet.
The pool/spa pump 1s then preferably reactivated to permat
water, either ejected from a water outlet or drawn 1n by a water
inlet, to strike fin 60, thereby causing device 10 to bounce/
twirl about and thus, chime mechanism 40 to jostle about
within sphere 22 to produce a variety of random soothing,
relaxing and/or meditative chime sounds that are effectively
transmitted/conveyed throughout the aquatic medium.

It 1s contemplated in an alternate embodiment that device
10 could possess any number of fins 60 to increase the turbu-
lence of device 10 within a pool/spa and thus, overall audi-
bility/pitch of chime sounds produced therefrom.

It 1s contemplated in another alternate embodiment that
device 10 could possess other forms of auditory creating
mechanisms to produce sounds other than chimes.

It 1s contemplated 1n yet another alternate embodiment that
device 10 could be employed 1n any aquatic setting.

It 1s contemplated 1n still another alternate embodiment
that device 10 could be secured to a pool/spa user to create
chime sounds 1n response to movement of the user through
the pool/spa.

It 1s contemplated 1n still yet another alternate embodiment
that device 10 could dispense with mounting bracket 100, and
be permitted to freely float, alone or within or connected to a
suitable floatation device, on the aquatic surface to create
chime sounds 1n response to natural movement the pool/spa
waves or ripples.

It 1s contemplated 1n a further alternate embodiment that
device 10 could be secured to a shallow water and/or deep
water diver to create chime sounds 1n response to movement
of the diver through the aquatic body.

It 1s contemplated 1n still a further alternate embodiment
that device 10 could possess a light mechanism that would
activate 1 response to the chime sounds created by device 10,
thus creating a soothing display of light retlections through-
out a pool/spa in accord with the chime sounds.

It 1s contemplated in yet a further alternate embodiment
that fin 60 could be pocket-like/cup-like to assist 1n the cap-
ture of water therein and thus cause the rotation/twirling of
device 10 within a pool/spa
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It 1s contemplated 1n still yet a further alternate embodi-
ment that device 10 could be utilized outside an aquatic
setting.

Having thus described exemplary embodiments of the
present ivention, 1t should be noted by those skilled 1n the art
that the within disclosures are exemplary only, and that vari-
ous other alternatives, adaptations, and modifications may be
made within the scope of the present invention. Accordingly,
the present ivention 1s not limited to the specific embodi-
ments illustrated herein, but 1s limited only by the following
claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A chime for use 1n an aquatic body, said chime compris-
ng:

a chime housing;

a chime creating mechanism;

a tluid tlow interrupter, wherein said fluid flow interrupter
comprises an 1indicia disposed thereon, said indicia
selected from the group consisting of logos, designs,
holograms, advertisements, textual maternial, and com-
binations thereof; and,

means for suspending said chime housing below the
aquatic body.

2. The chime of claam 1, wherein said chime housing
comprises said chime creating mechanism disposed there-
within.

3. The chime of claim 2, wherein said fluid flow interrupter
1s disposed on said chime housing.

4. The chime of claim 2, wherein said fluid flow interrupter
1s a fin disposed on said chime housing.

5. The chime of claim of 4, wherein said fin interrupts thuid
flowing past or over said chime when said chime 1s disposed
below the aquatic body, thereby causing said chime housing,
to jostle or twirl, and thus said chime creating mechanism to
emit a chime sound.

6. The chime of claim 2, wherein said suspending means 1s
a chain connected to a mounting bracket, said chain further
connected to said flmd flow interrupter, wherein said mount-
ing bracket may be utilized to mount said chime to a selected
surface.

7. The chime of claim 6, wherein said mounting bracket
may be utilized to mount said chime to a swimming pool wall
such that said chime housing 1s disposed proximate to a water
inlet or outlet of the swimming pool, whereby water flowing
in or out of the water inlet or outlet, respectively, strikes said
fluid flow iterrupter and causes said chime housing to jostle
or twirl, and thus said chime creating mechanism to emit a
chime sound.

8. A method of creating sound waves underwater, compris-
ing the steps of:
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a. obtaining a chime for underwater use, said chime com-

prising;:
a means for chiming; and,
a flumid flow interrupter; and,

b. positioning said chime 1n front of a water exchange port
of a swimming pool; and,

c. allowing the swimming pool to operate so as to permit
the water exchange port to effectuate a forced water
current against or over said chime to enable said chiming
means to emit chime sounds underwater.

9. The method of claim 8, turther comprising the step of:
allowing the forced water current to strike said fluid flow
interrupter and cause said means for chiming to emit chime
sounds underwater.

10. A chime for use 1n an aquatic body, said chime com-
prising;:

a chime housing;

a chime creating mechanism;

a fluid flow 1nterrupter; and,

means for suspending said chime housing below the
aquatic body, wherein said suspending means 1s con-
nected to a mounting bracket and to said fluid flow
interrupter,

wherein said mounting bracket may be utilized to mount
said chime to a swimming pool wall such that said chime
housing 1s disposed proximate to a water 1nlet or outlet
of the swimming pool and suspended thereabout via said
suspending means, and whereby water flowing 1n or out
of the water inlet or outlet, respectively, strikes said tluid
flow interrupter and causes said chime housing to jostle
or twirl, and thus said chime creating mechanism to emait
a chime sound.

11. The chime of claim 10, wherein said chime housing
comprises said chime creating mechanism disposed there-
within.

12. The chime of claim 10, wherein said fluid flow inter-
rupter 1s disposed on said chime housing.

13. The chime of claim 10, wherein said fluid flow inter-
rupter 1s a fin disposed on said chime housing.

14. The chime of claim of 13, wherein said fin interrupts
fluid tflowing past or over said chime when said chime 1is
disposed below the aquatic body, thereby causing said chime
housing to jostle or twirl, and thus said chime creating mecha-
nism to emit a chime sound.

15. The chime of claim 10, wherein said fluid flow inter-
rupter comprises an 1ndicia disposed thereon, wherein said
indicia 1s selected from the group consisting of logos,

designs, holograms, advertisements, textual material, and
combinations thereof.
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