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IMAGING APPARATUS INCLUDING
MULTIPLE OPTICAL SYSTEMS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to Japanese Patent Appli-
cation No. 2006-200763 filed on Jul. 24, 2006, which 1s
incorporated herein by reference 1n 1ts entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an imaging apparatus hav-
ing multiple optical systems, and more particularly, to a
zooming or focusing drive mechanism.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In an 1imaging apparatus such as a digital camera, zooming,
of a lens 1s performed by a drive mechanism and a drive
motor, and focusing of the same 1s performed by another drive
mechanism and another drive motor. Such a structure hinders
mimaturization and cost reduction of, particularly, a compact
digital camera.

Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. He1 5-249362

describes a structure of actuating a front group of lenses and
a rear group of lenses independently of each other by means
of rotation of a drive ring, to thus enable a single drive motor
to perform zooming and focusing operations. Moreover,
Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 2000-47089 dis-
closes that a single drive motor performs zooming operation
and autofocusing (AF) operation; that a sun gear, a planetary
gear, and a ring gear are provided; that, when the ring gear has
rotated, torque of a drive motor 1s transmitted to focus move-
ment means; and that, when rotation of the ring gear 1s hin-
dered, the torque 1s transmitted to zoom movement means.

A digital camera having a plurality of imaging optical
systems rather than a single 1maging optical system 1s
assumed. A wide 1maging range can be covered without
replacement of a lens, by means of providing the respective
imaging optical systems with different focal lengths. How-
ever, there arises a problem of the internal structure of the
multiple 1maging optical systems becoming more compli-
cated than that of a single imaging optical system. For
instance, on the assumption of a digital camera having a first
imaging optical system and a second imaging optical system,
a total of four drive motors; namely, a motor for actuating a
zoom lens of a first imaging optical system, a motor for
actuating a focus lens, a motor for actuating a zoom lens of a
second 1maging optical system, and a motor for actuating a
focus lens, are required, which in turn leads to an increase 1n
the size and cost of the digital camera. As described in the
related art, another conceivable way 1s to actuate the zoom
lens and the focus lens of the first imaging optical system by
means of a single drive motor and to actuate the zoom lens and
the focus lens of the second 1maging optical system by means
of another single drive motor. However, synchronous actua-
tion of the first imaging optical system and the second 1mag-
ing optical system 1s desirable. Moreover, 1t 1s desirable to be
able to actuate the zoom lens of the first imaging optical
system and the zoom lens of the second imaging optical
system by means of a single drive motor or to actuate the
focus lens of the first imaging optical system and the focus
lens of the second imaging optical system by means of a
single drive motor.
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2
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the present invention provides an 1maging
apparatus having a plurality of optical systems, wherein a
drive motor 1s shared between focus lenses of respective
imaging optical systems, to thus achieve a simple configura-
tion and low cost.

The present invention provides an i1maging apparatus
including multiple optical systems, comprising a first imag-
ing optical system; and a second imaging optical system
having an aperture of angle which differs from that of the first
imaging optical system, wherein:

the first imaging optical system has a first focusing lens;

the second 1imaging optical system has a second focusing
lens;

the first focusing lens and the second focusing lens are
driven by a common focusing drive motor;

the first focusing lens meshes with an inner peripheral
thread formed on a lens ring guide rotationally driven by the
focusing drive motor; and

the second focusing lens 1s connected to a feed screw
coupled to the focusing drive motor.

In the present invention, a gear 1s preferably formed on an
outer periphery of the lens guide ring, and preferably meshes
with the focusing drive motor.

According to the present invention, the focusing lens of the
first 1maging optical system and the focusing lens of the
second 1maging optical system are arranged so as to be driven
by a single drive motor. Accordingly, a simple structure canbe
achieved. Moreover, the focusing lens of the first imaging
optical system 1s actuated by way of a lens guide ring, thereby
facilitating adjustment of the amount of movement of the
focusing lens of the first imaging optical system; namely,
adjustment of resolving power.

The mvention will be more clearly comprehended by ret-
erence to the embodiment provided below. However, the
scope of the invention 1s not limited to that embodiment.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A preferred embodiment of the present invention will be
described in detail based on the following figures, wherein:

FIG. 1 1s a (front) view showing the internal structure of a
digital camera of an embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 2 1s a (rear) view showing the internal structure of the
digital camera of the present embodiment.

L1
]

ERRED

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PR.
EMBODIMENT

An embodiment of the present invention will be described
hereinbelow by reference to the drawings. A digital camera of
the present embodiment comprises two 1maging optical sys-
tems; namely, a first imaging optical system (a WIDE-end
optical system) having a relatively-wide angle of view, and a
second 1maging optical system (a telephoto-side optical sys-
tem) having a relatively-narrow angle of view.

FIGS. 1 and 2 show the internal structure of a digital
camera of the present embodiment. FI1G. 1 shows the structure
when viewed from the front, and FIG. 2 shows the structure
when viewed from the back.

The first imaging optical system has a zoom lens having a
35 mm {ilm equivalent focal length range from 39 mmto 117
mm. The user sets a zoom position by means of actuating a
zoom button. When a desired zoom position 1s achieved, the
user actuates a shutter button to thus capture an 1image. Firing
of strobe light 1s controlled, as appropriate, in accordance
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with the brightness of a subject, and a captured 1mage 1s
displayed on an LCD. The zoom lens 1s formed from a so-
called dioptric system. Light of a subject (hereinafter called
“subject light”) having entered a first lens group 100 1is
refracted at right angles by a prism 101. The thus-refracted
light forms an 1mage of the subject on a first imaging element
110 by way of zoom lens groups 102 and 104 and a focus lens
group 108. The zoom lens groups 102 and 104 and the focus
lens group 108 are guided by a rod 112 and configured so as
to be able to travel 1 the direction of an optical axis. As a
result ol movement of the lens groups, a synthetic focal length
of the entire lens 1s changed. Although the first 1maging
optical system has the two zoom lens groups 102 and 104, the
zoom lens group 102 1s disposed forward of a shutter-and-
aperture assembly 600 (1.e., at a position proximate to the
subject), and the zoom lens group 104 1s disposed rearward of
the shutter-and-aperture assembly 600 (i.e., at a position
proximate to an 1mage sensor). The zoom lens group 104 1s
actuated by a drive motor 500 which 1s different from that for
the zoom lens group 102.

The second 1imaging optical system has a zoom lens having
a 35 mm {ilm equivalent focal length range from 130 mm to
390 mm. This zoom lens 1s also formed from a so-called
dioptric system. Subject light having entered a first lens group
200 1s refracted at right angles by a prism 201, and the thus-
refracted light forms an 1image of the subject on a second
imaging element 210 by way of a zoom lens group 202 and a
focus lens group 206.

The zoom lens 202 and the focus lens 206 are guided by a
rod 212, and are configured so as to be able to travel in the
direction of the optical axis. A synthetic focal length of the
entire lens 1s changed by actuation of the lens groups.

In the present embodiment, zooming drive motors 300, 500
and a focusing drive motor 400 are provided as motors for
actuating these lens groups. Drive motors shared between the
first imaging optical system and the second imaging optical
system are drive motors 300 and 400. A drive mechanism of
these drive motors 300 and 400 will be described hereunder.

A feed screw 220 1s coupled directly to the zoom drive
motor 300, and a feed screw 120 1s also coupled to the motor
300 by way of gears G1 and G2. The feed screws 120, 220 are
therefore rotationally driven in opposite directions by means
of the zooming drive motor 300. The feed screw 120 1s screw-
engaged with a nut, and the zoom lens group 102 of the first
imaging optical system 1s connected to this nut. When the
feed screw 120 1s rotated, the zoom lens 102 1s gmided by the
rod 112, to thus move in the direction of the optical axis.
Meanwhile, the nut i1s screw-engaged with the feed screw
220, as well, and the zoom lens group 202 of the second
imaging optical system 1s connected to this nut. When the
teed screw 220 1s rotated, the zoom lens 202 1s guided by the
rod 212, to thus travel in the direction of the optical axis.
When the feed screw 120 and the feed screw 220 are rotation-
ally driven 1n opposite directions by means of the zooming
drive motor 300, the zoom lens group 102 and the zoom lens
group 202 are moved in opposite directions accordingly. Spe-
cifically, when the zoom lens group 102 moves from the
WIDE-end to the TELE-end, the zoom lens group 202 moves
from the TELE-end to the WIDE-end. Meanwhile, when the
zoom lens group 102 moves from the TELE-end to the
WIDE-end, the zoom lens group 202 moves from the WID.
end to the TELE-end.

In accordance with a command from an umllustrated con-
trol circuit, the zooming drive motor 300 rotates forward or
backward 1n response to actuation of the zoom button pro-
vided on the digital camera. When the first imaging optical
system changes from the WIDE-end (a 35 mm film equivalent
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focal length of 39 mm) to the TELE-end (a 35 mm film
equivalent focal length of 117 mm) 1n a direction where the
focal length 1s increased, by means of unidirectional rotation
of the zooming drive motor 300, the second 1imaging optical
system changes from the TELE-end (a 35 mm film equivalent
focal length of 390 mm) to the WIDE-end (a 35 mm film
equivalent focal length of 130 mm) 1n a direction where the
focal length 1s decreased.

A gear G3 1s coupled to a focusing motor 400, and a gear
(G4 and a gear G5 mesh with the gear G3. The gear G4 meshes
with an outer peripheral gear 106a formed along the outer rim
of alens guide ring 106 assuming a hollow, cylindrical shape,
and rotationally drives the lens guide ring 106. An inner
periphery of the lens guide ring 106 1s threaded, and the focus
lens group 108 meshes, 1n a held manner, with the inner
peripheral thread. When the lens guide ring 106 1s rotated, the
focus lens group 108 meshing with the inner peripheral thread
1s guided by the rod 112, to thus travel in the direction of the
optical axis. Moreover, the gear GS 1s coupled with a feed
screw 230, and a nut meshes with the feed screw 230. The
focus lens group 206 1s connected to this nut. When the feed
screw 230 1s rotated, the focus lens group 206 1s guided by the
rod 212, to thus travel in the direction of the optical axis.
Consequently, by means of rotation of the single focusing
motor 400, the focus lens group 108 of the first imaging
optical system and the focus lens group 206 of the second
imaging optical system move 1n the direction of the optical
axis. The focusing drive motor 400 rotates forward or back-
ward 1n accordance with a command from the control circuit
of the unillustrated digital camera, thereby performing auto-
focusing operation. As a result, settings are made 1n such a
way that the distance to the focused subject of the first imag-
ing optical system coincides with the distance to the focused
subject of the second 1maging optical system. Specifically,
settings are made 1n such a way that, when the first imaging
optical system remains focused at infinity distance, the sec-
ond 1maging optical system also remains focused at infinite
distance; and that, when the first imaging optical system
remains focused at a subject distance of two meters, the
second 1maging optical system focuses at a subject distance
of two meters.

The second 1imaging optical system 1s a TELE-end optical
system having a relatively narrow angle of view, and the
amount of movement of the focus lens group 206 1s relatively
great. Therefore, 1n the present embodiment, the focus lens
group 206 1s moved directly by means of the feed screw 230.
The amount of movement of the focus lens group 206 can be
adjusted by means of changing the ratio of the gear G3 to the
gear G3 and the pitch of the feed screw 230. Meanwhile, since
the first imaging optical system 1s a WIDE-end optical system
having a relatively-wide angle of view, the amount of move-
ment of the focus lens group 108 must be smaller, and a
resolving power of the same must be increased. For this
reason, a desired reduction ratio of the focus lens group 108 1s
achieved not by the feed screw but by a combination of the
gear G3 with the outer peripheral gear 1064 of the lens guide
ring 106. In short, the resolving power of the focus lens group
108 1s enhanced by means of a combination of the gear G3
having a smaller number of teeth with the outer peripheral
gear 106a ofthe lens guide ring 106 having a larger number of
teeth. Since the focus lens group 108 meshes with the inner
peripheral thread of the lens guide ring 106, the resolving
power can also be adjusted by means of adjusting the pitch of
the mner peripheral thread. The resolving power of the focus
lens group 108 can be coarsely adjusted by means of the
reduction ratio of the gear G3 to the outer peripheral gear
106a. The resolving power of the focus lens group 108 can
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also be finely adjusted by means of the pitch of the inner
peripheral thread of the lens guide ring 106.

When the power of the digital camera 1s activated, the
control circuit sets the digital camera 1n an 1nitial state. In this
initial state, the first imaging optical system becomes opera-
tive, and the zoom position of the first imaging optical system
1s set to the WIDE-end (a 35 mm {ilm equivalent focal length
of 39 mm), and the zoom position of the second 1imaging
optical system 1s set to the TELE-end (a 35 mm film equiva-
lent focal length of 390 mm).

When the user has actuated the TELE-end of the zoom
button 1n the 1nitial state, the zooming drive motor 300 rotates
to thus actuate the first imaging optical system 1n the direction
where the focal length of the first imaging optical system
increases (zooming-in), as well as to actuate the second 1imag-
ing optical system in the direction where the focal length of
the second 1maging optical system decreases (zooming-out).

Since the first imaging optical system operates at the 1nitial
setting, an 1mage appearing on the LCD corresponds to an
image captured by the first imaging optical system. This
image 1s converted mto an image which 1s acquired as a result
of the first imaging optical system zooming in from the
WIDE-end (a 35 mm film equivalent focal length of 39 mm).
When the TELE-end of the zoom button continues to be
actuated, the first imaging optical system reaches the TELE-
end (a 35 mm film equivalent focal length of 117 mm). When
the zoom button continues to be actuated further, an 1image
acquired by subjecting an 1mage of the first imaging optical
system to electronic zooming appears. When the second
imaging optical system has reached the WIDE-end (a 35 mm
f1lm equivalent focal length of 130 mm) by means of setting
operation, the 1maging optical system 1s automatically
switched. The second imaging optical system becomes opera-
tive, and an 1image thereof appears on the LCD. At this time,
as mentioned above, the first imaging optical system and the
second 1imaging optical system perform zooming operation in
such a way that the focal lengths thereof change 1n opposite
directions. Accordingly, at a point in time when the first
imaging optical system has reached the TELE-end, the sec-
ond 1maging optical system has already reached the WIDE-
end. The imaging optical system can be switched smoothly
without involvement of an additional movement of the zoom
lens group 202 of the second 1imaging optical system during
switching.

When the zoom button further continues to be actuated to
the TELE-end, the zooming drive motor 300 then reversely
rotates, thereby moving the second imaging optical system in
a direction 1n which the focal length thereof increases (zoom-
ing-in). When the zoom button 1s actuated to the WIDE-end,
operation which 1s the reverse of operation performed during
zooming-in 1s performed. Specifically, the zooming drive
motor 300 rotates to thus move the first imaging optical
system 1 a direction in which the focal length thereof
increases (zooming-1n) and to move the second 1imaging opti-
cal system 1n a direction where the focal length thereof
decreases (zooming-out). When the zoom button continues to
be actuated toward the WIDE-end, the second imaging opti-
cal system reaches the WIDE-end. When the zoom button
continues to be actuated further, the imaging optical system 1s
automatically switched, and the first imaging optical system
becomes operative, and an 1mage captured thereby is dis-
played on the LCD. The first imaging optical system and the
second 1maging optical system perform zooming such that
the focal lengths thereol change i1n opposite directions.
Accordingly, at a point in time when the second imaging,
optical system has reached the WIDE-end, the first imaging
optical system has already reached the TELE-end, and
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switching can be smoothly performed without involvement of
additional movement of the zoom lens group 102 of the first
imaging optical system during switching.

When the shutter button 1s actuated at a point 1n time when
a predetermined angle of view 1s set, autofocusing operation
1s performed by means of a known method. An image signal
1s read from an 1maging element that is 1n operation, and the
thus-read signal 1s subjected to processing. The focusing
drive motor 400 1s rotated in accordance with a result of
processing, thereby adjusting the focuses of both imaging
optical systems. As mentioned above, the settings have
already been made 1n such a way that the systems coincide
with each other 1n terms of focused subject distances. Accord-
ingly, even when switching between the first and second
imaging optical systems has been performed, there 1s no
necessity ol performing autofocusing operation again from
the beginning, and processing can proceed directly to the next
sequence. When the shutter button 1s further actuated in this
state, an 1image signal from the imaging optical system that 1s
in operation at that time 1s processed, and the thus-processed
image 1s stored 1n a storage medium such as a memory card or
the like.

As mentioned above, 1nthe present embodiment, as a result
of the first imaging optical system and the second 1maging
optical system sharing the focusing drive motor, an attempt
can be made to curtail the number of drive motors. Moreover,
when the focusing drive motor 1s shared, the combination of
the gear G3 with the lens guide ring 106 1s used for the first
imaging optical system in consideration of the resolving pow-
ers of the two 1maging optical systems. The combination of
the feed screw 230 with the nut 1s used for the second 1maging
optical system. As a result, a single drive motor 1s enabled to
perform driving operations.

PARTS LIST

100 first lens group

101 prism

102 zoom lens group

104 zoom lens group

106 lens guide ring

106a peripheral gear

108 focus lens group

110 first imaging element

112 rod

120 feed screw

200 first lens group

201 prism

202 zoom lens group

206 focus lens group

210 second 1imaging element

212 rod
220 feed screw
230 feed screw
300 zooming drive motor
400 focusing drive motor
500 zooming drive motor
600 shutter and aperture assembly
G1-GS gears
What 1s claimed 1s:
1. An imaging apparatus having multiple optical systems,
comprising;
a first imaging optical system; and
a second 1maging optical system having an aperture of
angle which differs from that of the first imaging optical
system, wherein

the first imaging optical system has a first lens for focusing;
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the second 1maging optical system has a second lens for
focusing;

the first lens and the second lens are driven by a common
focusing drive motor;

the first lens meshes with an inner peripheral thread formed
on a lens ring guide rotationally driven by the focusing
drive motor; and

the second lens 1s connected to a feed screw coupled to the
focusing drive motor.

2. The imaging apparatus having multiple optical systems

according to claim 1, wherein a gear 1s formed on an outer

10

8

periphery ofthe lens guide ring, and meshes with the focusing
drive motor.

3. The imaging apparatus having multiple optical systems
according to claim 2, wherein an angle of view of the second
imaging optical system 1s set so as to become smaller than an
angle of view of the first imaging optical system; and

a distance over which the first lens travels 1s set so as to
become smaller than a distance over which the second
lens travels.
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