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saddle. The saddle pad 1s constructed with a substantially
rigid peripheral restraint adjacent the pad’s forward edge and
projecting from the top surface of the pad to function as a
restraining abutment should the saddle slip or shift. The
peripheral restraint 1s constructed of an inner reinforcement
member, preferably a braided nylon rope, which does not
yield or collapse when the saddle 1s pushed against 1t and
additionally provides a recess that mates with and securely
engages the forwardmost edge of the saddle to lock the pad 1n
place beneath the saddle. The pad 1s dimensioned to extend
outwardly beyond the outer edges of the saddle, providing the
saddle with limited freedom of movement relative to the pad.
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1
WESTERN-TYPE SADDLE PAD

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates generally to an improved
saddle pad for use beneath a Western-type saddle.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Saddle pads are widely used underneath saddles for the
comiort and safety of the horse. The saddle pad provides a
protective layer between the saddle and the body of the horse
that 1s intended to produce a cushioning effect and also elimi-
nate 1rritation due to chafing movement of the saddle.

Generally, there are two types of saddles; Western and
English. Conventional saddle pads for Western-type saddles
tend to slip or shitt under the saddle causing the very discom-
fort and 1rritation the pad 1s intended to prevent. Attempts to
solve this problem have been met with little success. For
example, some Western-type saddle pads have been provided
with regions made of material having non-slip properties such
as neoprene. This has proven to be counterproductive because
perspiration ifrom the horse’s back 1s not absorbed and an
undesirable build-up of moisture tends to occur, causing the
pad to slip.

Corona-style Western-type saddle pads have raised borders
for decorative purposes. These raised borders are typically
made of rolled or quilted fabric which have no rigidity and
thus offer no resistance to slipping and shifting of the pad.

The provision of raised, non-rigid borders has been pro-
posed for English-type saddle pads. U.S. Pat. No. 3,323,287
to Hilmer describes an English-type saddle pad having resil-
ient edges extending both upwardly and downwardly from
the two faces of the main portion of the pad. When 1n position
under the saddle, the pad’s resilient edges are aligned with the
edges of the saddle and are tightly gripped between the body
of the horse and saddle. This creates an air space between the
saddle and the main portion of the pad for ventilation pur-
poses. U.S. Pat. No. 4,974,397 to Ricken suggests use of a
quilted border roll for an English-type saddle pad to snugly
hold the saddle 1n place.

The foregoing patents do not address the unique problem
associated with Western-type saddle pads of slipping and
shifting underneath the saddle. Those English-type saddle
pads are designed and intended to fit snugly with the saddle so
there 1s no freedom of movement between the pad and saddle
such as 1s desirable 1n Western-type saddle pads. As a conse-
quence, movement of the saddle causes undesirable move-
ment of the saddle pad as well. Moreover, because the raised
borders proposed in these patents for English-type saddle
pads have no substantial ngidity, they would not prevent
slipping or shifting if incorporated into Western-type saddle
pads.

Accordingly, it 1s an object of this invention to provide a
Western-type saddle pad that does not slip, shift or ride out
from under the saddle. It 1s a further object to provide such a
saddle pad which provides limited freedom of movement
between the pad and the saddle.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the invention, a saddle pad dimen-
sioned to extend substantially beyond the outer edges of a
Western-type saddle i1s provided with a substantially rigid
peripheral restraint projecting outwardly from 1ts top surface
adjacent the pad’s forward edge to function as a restraining
abutment should the saddle shift forward. This peripheral
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restraint retains the pad in place beneath the saddle while
providing limited freedom of movement of the saddle relative
to the pad. In one form of the invention, the restraint includes
an 1nner reinforcement member, preferably a rope-like struc-
ture which, still more preferably, 1s approximately 0.75
inches 1n diameter. For optimum performance, the peripheral
restraint may extend between points on the pad which, when
the pad 1s 1 place beneath the saddle, are located substan-
tially adjacent the forward edges of the two side fenders of the
saddle.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, 1t 1s
preferred that the peripheral restraint be configured such that
it forms, 1n conjunction with the outer surface of the top layer
of the pad, a recess that mates with, receives and secures the
forwardmost edge of the saddle so as to lock the saddle pad 1n
place beneath the saddle.

These aspects and other objects, features, and advantages
of the ivention are described 1n the following Detailed
Description, which 1s to be read 1in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view ol an embodiment of a West-
ern-type saddle pad of the invention.

FIG. 2 1s a top view of the embodiment of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 1s a cross-sectional view of the embodiment of
FIGS. 1 and 2 taken along line 3-3 of FIG. 1 showing the
structure of the pad and 1ts peripheral restraint.

FIG. 4 1s a perspective view of the embodiment of FIGS. 1,
2 and 3 in place beneath a Western-type saddle.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A preferred embodiment of the invention 1s illustrated 1n
the drawings. The saddle pad 2 has a forward edge 4, side
edges 6 and a back edge 8. Referring to FI1G. 4, the saddle pad
2 1s dimensioned so as to extend on all sides substantially
beyond the outer edges of the saddle.

The pad may have any suitable construction. In the 1llus-
trative embodiment, and with specific reference to the cross-
sectional view of FIG. 3, the body portion of the pad 1s
constructed with a top layer 10, connecting layer 11, inner
layers 12 and a bottom layer 14, which has a backing 15. The
layers are constructed of flexible and resilient natural mate-
rials that are lightweight, readily conform to the saddle and
the contours of the horse’s body and provide for moisture
wicking and ventilation. The top layer 10 and connecting
layer 11 may be a cotton canvas. The inner layers 12 may be
wool felt. The bottom layer 14 may be cotton fleece. The
backing 15 may be a woven material.

Retferring to FIG. 1, the bottom layer 14 extends at its
periphery outwardly beyond the top layer 10 and 1nner layers
12 (shown 1n FIG. 3). Thus, the bottom layer 14 1s the only
part of the saddle pad 2 that directly contacts the skin of the
horse. The bottom layer 14 may have a rolled edge 16, which
functions as a cushion to protect the horse’s withers, ribs and
loins. The various layers may be joined by peripheral stitch-
ing 18. As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the saddle pad also may
have centerline stitchuing 20 and panel stitching 22 to further
attach the plurality of layers.

As 1s typical with Western-type saddle pads, the pad of the
invention 1s provided with wear leathers 24 on the outer
surface of the top layer 10 adjacent and parallel to the side
edges 6. As shown 1n FI1G. 4, the wear leathers 24 protect the

saddle pad from wear resulting from contact with the side
tenders 56 of the saddle.
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In accordance with the invention, saddle pad 2 1s provided
with peripheral restraint 28 secured to and projecting from the
outer surface of the top layer 10 adjacent the forward edge 4.
Preferably, as shown in FIG. 2, the peripheral restraint 28
extends between points adjacent the forward edges of the
saddle pad wear leathers 24. When the pad 1s 1n place beneath
the saddle as shown in FIG. 4, the peripheral restraint 28
extends between points located substantially adjacent to the

forward edges of the side fenders 56 of the saddle. As
described below with reference to FIGS. 3 and 4, the periph-
cral restraint 28 1s constructed, dimensioned and positioned
so as to form a substantially rigid restraining abutment to hold
the saddle pad 1n place beneath the saddle to substantially
prevent slipping or shifting of the pad, while at the same time

allowing for limited freedom of movement of the saddle
relative to the pad.

FIGS. 1 and 2 also show a rear peripheral roll 30 adjacent
the back edge 8 and side edges 6 of the saddle pad 2 and
extending between points adjacent the back edges of the
saddle pad wear leathers 24. The rear peripheral roll 30,
which may be pliable and resilient 1n structure, serves largely
as a guide 1n centering the saddle on the saddle pad 2.

Cross-sectional view FIG. 3 shows the internal structure of
peripheral restraint 28. In accordance with the invention,
peripheral restraint 28 1s substantially rigid 1n construction so
as not to yield or collapse 11 the saddle 1s pushed against 1t. In
the preferred embodiment 1llustrated in the drawings, periph-
eral restraint 28 1s constructed with an inner reinforcement
member 1n the form of a nylon rope 42 made of braided
strands 43 appropriately secured within an outer tlexible con-
tainment structure 44. It has been found that a braided nylon
rope of approximately 0.75 inches in diameter functions par-
ticularly well to achieve the objectives of the invention. It will
be appreciated, however, that peripheral restraint 28 may be
ol any suitable construction, material and dimension so long
as 1t 1s substantially rigid and functions as a restraining abut-
ment for the saddle. The outer flexible containment structure
44 may be a durable fabric secured by peripheral stitching 18
to the body of the pad.

Western-type saddles are typically constructed with a thin,
rigid skirt that comprises the forwardmost edge of the saddle,
as shown 1n FIG. 4. In accordance with another aspect of the
invention, and with specific reference to FI1G. 3, 1t 1s preferred
that peripheral restraint 28 be configured such that 1t forms, 1n
conjunction with the outer surface 45 of the top layer 10 of the
saddle pad 2, arecess 47 that mates with, recerves and secures
the forwardmost edge of the saddle so as to lock the pad in
place beneath the saddle.

Operation of the present invention will now be described
with reference to FIG. 4. A Western-type saddle 50 typically
includes a seat 52, a skirt 54, a pair of side fenders 56, a cinch
58 and a tie strap 60. The saddle 50 1s placed and centered on
the saddle pad 2 and secured to the horse by buckling the
cinch 58 around the barrel of the horse. As the horse exercises
and becomes warm, the cinch 58 will tend to loosen and slip
as the barrel of the horse tlexes and tightens. As a result, the
saddle 50 will tend to shift forward toward the front shoulders
or withers of the horse relative to the saddle pad 2. As the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

4

saddle 50 moves forward, the substantially rigid peripheral
restraint 28 forms an unyielding abutment to the front edge of
the skirt 54.

As also shown 1n FIG. 4, the peripheral restraint 28 pret-
crably extends along the edges of the saddle pad between
points substantially corresponding to the forward edges of the
side fenders 56 of the saddle 50. This preferred construction
provides a restraining abutment to engage the front corners
and si1des of the skirt 54 to substantially prevent the saddle pad
2 from riding out to the lett or the right.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, periph-
cral restraint 28 1s spaced apart from the edge of the skirt 54
to allow for limited freedom of movement of the saddle rela-
tive to the saddle pad 2. As the horse exercises and the cinch
loosens around the barrel of the horse, the saddle 50 will tend
to move forward. The space between peripheral restraint 28
and the saddle skirt 54 allows the saddle to naturally adjust
and position 1tself on the saddle pad 2. Consequently, move-
ment of the saddle does not force the saddle pad 2 1tself to
move.

Certain modifications and improvements will occur to
those skilled i the art upon a reading of the foregoing
description. It should be understood that all such modifica-
tions and improvements have been deleted herein for the sake
of conciseness and readability but are properly within the
scope of the following claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A Western-type saddle pad comprising a body portion
that 1s dimensioned to extend outwardly substantially beyond
the outer edges of a saddle having side fenders, said saddle
pad having a top surface and further comprising a substan-
tially rnigid peripheral restraint attached to and projecting
from said top surface adjacent the forward edge of said saddle
pad, said peripheral restraint extending along said forward
edge of said saddle pad and terminating forwardly of said side
tenders when said saddle pad 1s 1n place beneath said saddle,
said peripheral restraint being spaced from the forward edge
of said saddle when said saddle pad 1s 1n place beneath said
saddle, whereby said peripheral restraint allows limited free-
dom of movement of said saddle relative to said saddle pad
while providing a substantially unyielding abutment to retain
said saddle pad in place beneath said saddle and substantially
prevent said saddle pad from slipping or shifting.

2. The saddle pad of claim 1, wherein said peripheral
restraint forms, 1n conjunction with the outer surface of said
top surface of said saddle pad, a recess that mates with and
receives the forwardmost edge of said saddle so as to securely
hold said saddle pad in place beneath said saddle.

3. The saddle pad of claim 1, wherein said peripheral
restraint includes an iner remnforcement member.

4. The saddle pad of claim 1, wherein said peripheral
restraint includes a rope-like structure.

5. The saddle pad of claim 4, wherein said rope-like struc-
ture 1s within a flexible outer containment.

6. The saddle pad of claim 5, wherein said rope-like struc-
ture 1s approximately 0.75 inches 1n diameter.

7. The saddle pad of claim 4, wherein said rope-like struc-
ture 1s approximately 0.75 inches 1n diameter.
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PATENT NO. : 7,406,815 B2 Page 1 of 1
APPLICATION NO. :11/176632

DATED . August 5, 2008

INVENTOR(S) . Peter Italiano

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent Is
hereby corrected as shown below:

At column 4, line 55, correct the dependency of claim 6 to --4-- as follows:

Claim 6. The saddle pad of claim 4, wherein said rope-like structure 1s approximately
0.75 mches 1n diameter.

At column 4, line 57, correct the dependency of claim 7 to --5-- as follows:

Claim 7. The saddle pad of claim 5, wherein said rope-like structure 1s approximately
0.75 inches in diameter.

Signed and Sealed this

Thartieth Day of September, 2008

hguo-

JON W. DUDAS
Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office
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