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(57) ABSTRACT

A power supply device for realizing an electrical connection
structure includes a wire harness arranged to electrically
connect a body with a sliding door and having both ends
fixed thereto and a bendable middle portion. A slider is
arranged to contact the middle portion of the wire harness
and move 1n synchronization with slide movement to guide
the wire harness i1n a parallel direction. A box-shaped
protector having a housing space to house the slider together
with the middle portion of the wire harness therein 1s
disposed on the sliding door. The slider 1s actuated toward
the side to which a bent portion protrudes.

28 Claims, 13 Drawing Sheets
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1
ELECTRICAL CONNECTION STRUCTURE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application 1s based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from Japanese Patent Application Nos. 2006-57750,

2006-160601 and 2006-336100 filed on Mar. 3, 2006, Jun.
9, 2006 and Dec. 13, 2006 respectively, in the Japanese
Patent Office, the disclosures of which are incorporated
herein 1n their entirety by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an electrical connection
structure for electrically connecting a stationary member to
a movable member relative to the stationary member. In
particular, the present imvention relates to an electrical
connection structure applied to a shiding door 1 an auto-
mobile for electrically connecting various electrical compo-
nents mounted on the sliding door to a body of the auto-
mobile.

2. Description of the Related Art

An example of related art electrical connection structures
for electrically connecting a sliding door to a body in an
automobile 1s disclosed 1 Patent Document 1 (JP 2003-
335188A, paragraphs 0017-0021, FIGS. 1-4). This electrical
connection structure comprises a power-supply harness pro-
tector configured to house a wire harness therein that 1s
always bent upward with a leaf spring and led out through
a slit-like opening.

The power-supply harness protector includes a guide
formed 1n a curved or tilted shape 1n a longitudinal cross
section along the opening, and a harness inducer formed at
an end of the guide having a gradually curved or tilted shape
in height. A harness lead-out outlet 1s formed adjacent to the
harness inducer as following the opening in the structure.

In the related art electrical connection structure, the
power-supply harness protector as described above 1s
arranged on either the sliding door or the body, while a
harness-fixing portion 1s arranged on the other, such that the
outlet 1s located at the same height as the harness-fixing
portion. This allows the wire harness to be horizontally led
out through the outlet to the harness-fixing portion at a
position where the sliding door 1s either fully closed or fully
open. This structure 1s effective to prevent the wire harness
from damaging.

In the related art electrical connection structure described
above, the wire harness 1s always bent upward with the leaf
spring within the power-supply harness protector. Therefore,
the power-supply harness protector has a larger outside
shape, which presses spacing for arranging electrical com-
ponents in the sliding door and limits the flexibility of laying,
out electrical components.

In the related art electrical connection structure described
above, the harness-fixing portion 1s attached to the body, but
remains swingable in the front-rear direction of the body, for
example, about a fixed axis of a bracket serving as a fulcrum.
Therefore, realizing this structure requires an increased
number ol components and increases various costs such as
production and assembly costs.

In the related art electrical connection structure described
above, the wire harness 1s simply led out through the
opening and the outlet of the power-supply harness protector
toward the harness-fixing portion. Therefore, this structure
allows foreign matter to enter the iside of the power-supply

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

harness protector through the opening and the outlet,
wherein the foreign matter may damage the wire harness and
aflect the movement of the wire harness within the harness
protector.

In the related art electrical connection structure described
above, the power-supply harness protector includes a pro-
tector body and a protector cover composed of a synthetic
resin. Therefore, environmental variations such as variations
in temperature and humidity can bend the protector itself
and, 1 an extreme dimensional error arises, the eflects may
possibly prevent movement of a resilient member as the
protector which actuates the wire harness.

The present invention has been made 1n consideration of
such the problems and has an object to provide an electrical
connection structure which may improve the tlexibility of
layout, reduce costs, support movement of the wire harness,
reduce the eflects of environmental variations, and achieve
smooth movement.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention over-
come the above disadvantages and other disadvantages not
described above and provide advantages which will be
apparent from the following description of exemplary
embodiments of the invention. Also, the present invention 1s
not required to overcome the disadvantages described
above.

The present mvention provides an electrical connection
structure for electrically connecting a stationary member to
a slidably movable member relative to the stationary mem-
ber. The structure comprises a wire harness having one end
fixed to the stationary member and the other end fixed to the
movable member, and a middle portion between the ends
arranged to be bendable. The structure further comprises, a
slider configured to guide the wire harness, including a
harness contact portion arranged to contact the middle
portion of the wire harness and move 1n synchronization
with slide movement of the movable member, relative to the
stationary member, 1n a direction parallel to the direction of
slide movement. The harness contact portion includes a bent
portion bent at a radius of curvature larger than the smallest
radius of curvature at which the wire harness 1s bendable.
The bent portion formed protruding toward either one of the
opposite sides in the parallel direction. The structure also
includes a support arranged to support the harness contact
portion movable 1n the parallel direction, and a coupler
arranged to couple the harness contact portion and the
support. Further, the structure comprises a protector
arranged on the movable member and shaped in the form of
a box extending along the parallel direction. The protector
including a separator arranged to separate a first housing
chamber from a second housing chamber, wherein the first
housing chamber 1s formed to house the harness contact
portion of the slider together with the middle portion of the
wire hamess, and the second housing chamber 1s formed to
house the support of the slider slidable along the parallel
direction. The protector also includes an opening formed to
lead the wire harness out of the first housing chamber toward
a side of the separator opposite the side on which the second
housing chamber 1s formed. Finally the structure comprises
an actuator means arranged to actuate the shider by a
restorative force thereof to pull the slider toward the side to
which the bent portion protrudes.

In one aspect of the electrical connection structure accord-
ing to the present invention, the support may include one or
more concave trenches extending 1n the direction parallel to




US 7,381,898 B2

3

the direction of slide movement, wherein the slider further
includes one or more buflers provided at least partly in the
direction of the concave trench extending 1n the support, and
the protector may further one or more rails provided 1n the
second housing chamber over the entire movement range of
the slider, extending 1n the direction parallel to the direction
of slide movement, having a tip pressed against the buller
and 1nterposed 1n the concave trench so as to regulate
movement of the slider. In this case, the concave trenches
may be formed on both sides of the support, and the rail may
be formed 1n a C-shape having an upper aperture 1n the cross
section wherein the rail 1s configured such that a pair of tips
that form the C-shape are pressed against the bufllers and
interposed 1n the concave trenches to regulate movement of
the slider. In addition, the concave trenches may be formed
on both sides of the support, wherein the rails may be formed
on both of the opposite inner walls of the second housing
chamber 1n the protector. The concave trench may also be
formed on at least one of the top surface and the bottom
surface of the support, wherein the rail may be formed on an
inner wall opposite the concave trench of the second housing
chamber in the protector. In one aspect of the present
invention, the buflers may be further provided in the con-
cave trenches. In one aspect of the present invention, the
bufler 1 the slider may be composed of felt material.

The coupler may have a crank-like bent shape 1n cross
section.

The actuator means may include a tensile spring having
one end fixed to an inner wall of the second housing
chamber of the protector present in the direction of slide
movement and the other end fixed to an outer circumieren-
t1al surface of the support of the slider arranged opposite the
inner wall.

In one aspect of the present invention, the actuator means
may 1nclude a bobbin rotatably supported about an axis
within the protector, and a resilient member having one end
fixed to the bobbin and the other end fixed to the support of
the slider, wherein the resilient member 1s molded to be
transformable between a tlat plate and a spiral 1n accordance
with slide movement of the slider and actuated to wind
around the bobbin. In this case, the resilient member 1n the
actuator means may include a spiral spring of metal having
a load property that achieves an almost constant load relative
to the amount of movement of the slider if the distance from
the slider to the bobbin exceeds a certain length. The support
of the shider may include, on the outer circumierential
surface that slidably contacts the mner wall of the second
housing chamber, a plurality of convex resilient portions
arranged to directly contact the mner wall. The resilient
portions on the support of the slider may be cantilevered.

In one aspect, the protector includes a cabinet body with
the second housing chamber formed therein, and a cabinet
cover with the separator formed therein wherein the cabinet
cover 1s detachably attached to the cabinet body. In another
aspect, the wire harness may be structured to contain a
plurality of electric wires which are bundled and covered in
a protective member.

In one aspect, the protective member may be composed of
Colgate material. Additionally, 1n one aspect of the present
invention, the stationary member 1s a body of an automobile,
and the movable member 1s a sliding door attached to the
body of the automobile.

In accordance with another aspect of the present inven-
tion, the middle portion of the bendable wire harness that
connects the stationary member to the movable member,
together with the slider actuated by the actuator means to
guide the wire harness 1n the direction of slide movement of
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4

the movable member, 1s housed 1n the box-shaped protector
that 1s arranged on the stationary member or the movable
member and extends along the direction of slide movement.
Therefore, 1t 1s possible to downsize the outside shape of the
protector and improve the flexibility of laying out electric
components.

In accordance with an aspect of the present invention, it
1s not required to provide the so-called conventional swing-
ing mechanisms at both ends of the wire harness fixed to the
stationary member and the movable member, respectively.
Thus, it 1s possible to reduce the number of components to
realize the electrical connection structure to lower the cost.
In accordance with an aspect of the present invention, the
middle portion of the wire harness and the harness contact
portion of the slider are separated at the second housing
chamber of the protector for receiving the support of the
slider housed therein, by the separator, and housed 1n the
first housing chamber. Therefore, even if foreign matters
mix through the opening of the protector into the first
housing chamber, they can be prevented from further mixing
into the second housing chamber. Thus, 1t may be possible
to prevent an operational failure of the slider and to
smoothly move the wire harness.

In accordance with an aspect of the present invention, the
tips of the rails provided in the second housing chamber are
interposed in the concave trenches in the support of the
slider while pressing the bullers. Therelfore, it 1s possible to
realize a structure that 1s hardly affected by environmental
variation which may prevent movement of the slider. It also
may be possible to prevent rattling of the slider during
movement in the protector and to reliably move the slider.

In accordance with another aspect of the present mven-
tion, the outer circumierential surface, which slidably con-
tacts the mner wall of the second housing chamber in the
support of the slider, 1s provided with a resilient portion that
directly contacts the iner wall. Therefore, it may be pos-
sible to prevent rattling of the slider during movement 1n the
protector and to reliably move the slider. In accordance with
an aspect of the present invention, the actuator means
includes a bobbin, rotatably supported about an axis within
the protector, and a resilient member having one end fixed
to the bobbin and the other end fixed to the support. The
resilient member 1s molded to be transformable between a
flat plate and a spiral in accordance with slide movement and
actuated to wind around the bobbin. Therefore, 1t may be
possible to reliably move the slider with a simple structure
and guide the wire harness smoothly.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TH.

L1

DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s an exploded perspective view 1llustrative of an
clectrical connection structure according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 1s an external perspective view illustrating an
example of a slider 1n the electrical connection structure.

FIG. 3 1s an external perspective view illustrating an
example of the slider 1n the electrical connection structure.

FIG. 4 1s an exploded perspective view illustrative of an
arrangement relation between the slider and a protector
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 5 15 a cross-sectional view taken along A-A' 1n FIG.
4 after a wire harness 1s arranged in accordance with the
clectrical connection structure.

FIG. 6 1s a perspective view 1illustrative of an example of
the electrical connection structure disposed on a sliding door
of an automobile.
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FIG. 7 1s a top view 1llustrating an example of operation
of the electrical connection structure.

FIG. 8 1s a top view illustrating an example of operation
of the electrical connection structure.

FIG. 9 1s a top view illustrating an example of operation 5
ol the electrical connection structure.

FIG. 10 1s a perspective view 1llustrating an example of
the movement of various portions in the electrical connec-
tion structure.

FI1G. 11 15 a perspective view illustrating the movement of 10
vartous portions 1n the electrical connection structure
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 12 1s a perspective view 1llustrating the movement of
various portions in the electrical connection structure 15
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

FI1G. 13 1s a perspective view 1llustrating the movement of
various portions 1n the electrical connection structure shown
from the inside of the automobile according to an exemplary 20
embodiment of the present invention.

FI1G. 14 1s a perspective view 1llustrating the movement of
various portions 1n the electrical connection structure shown
from the inside of the automobile according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention. 25

FIG. 15 1s a perspective view 1llustrating the movement of
various portions in the electrical connection structure shown
from the 1nside of the automobile according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 16 1s an exploded perspective view illustrative of an 30
clectrical connection structure according to another exems-
plary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 17 1s an external perspective view 1llustrative of a
slider 1n the electrical connection structure according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. 35

FIG. 18 1s an exploded perspective view illustrating an
example of an arrangement relation between the slider and
a protector.

FI1G. 19 1s a cross-sectional view taken along B-B' in FIG.

18 after a wire harness 1s arranged 1n accordance with the 40
clectrical connection structure.

FIG. 20 1s a perspective view 1llustrating an example of
movement of various portions in the electrical connection
structure.

FI1G. 21 1s a perspective view 1llustrating another example 45
of movement of various portions 1n the electrical connection
structure.

FI1G. 22 15 a perspective view 1llustrating another example
of movement of various portions 1n the electrical connection
structure. 50

FIG. 23 1s an exploded perspective view 1llustrative of a
structure of a power supply device according to another
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 24 1s an external perspective view 1llustrating an
example of a slider 1n the power supply device. 55
FIG. 25 1s an external perspective view illustrative of the
slider 1n the power supply device according to an exemplary

embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 26 1s an exploded perspective view illustrative of an
arrangement relation between the slhider and a protector 60
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

FI1G. 27 1s a cross-sectional view taken along C-C' in FIG.

26 after a wire harness 1s arranged in accordance with the
power supply device. 65
FIG. 28 1s a perspective view 1llustrating an example of

movement of various portions 1n the power supply device.

6

FIG. 29 1s a perspective view 1llustrating another example
of movement of various portions in the power supply device.
FIG. 30 1s a perspective view 1llustrating another example
of movement of various portions in the power supply device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
EMBODIMENTS

L1l

A first embodiment of the present invention will now be
described below with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings. Like reference numbers will denote like elements.

FIG. 1 1s an exploded perspective view 1llustrative of an
clectrical connection structure according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present mvention. FIGS. 2 and 3 are
external perspective views illustrating examples of a slider
in the electrical connection structure. FIG. 4 1s an exploded
perspective view 1llustrating an example of an arrangement
relation between the slider and a protector. FIG. 5 1s a
cross-sectional view taken along A-A' 1n FIG. 4 after a wire
harness 1s arranged in accordance with the electrical con-
nection structure.

FIG. 6 1s a perspective view 1llustrative of the electrical
connection structure applied to a shiding door of an auto-
mobile according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present 1nvention. FIGS. 7-15 are illustrative views of
operation Ifrom a full-closed position to a full-open position
of the sliding door to which the electrical connection struc-
ture, according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, 1s applied. FIGS. 7-9 are top views illustrating
examples of operation of the electrical connection structure.
FIGS. 10-12 are perspective views illustrating examples of
movements of various portions in the electrical connection
structure. FIGS. 13-15 are perspective views 1llustrating
movement of various portions in the electrical connection
structure shown from the mside of the automobile.

As shown i FIG. 1, the power supply device 1 for
realizing the electrical connection structure according to an
exemplary embodiment 1s used to electrically connect a
body 2 of an automobile (see FIGS. 7-9 now and similarly
hereafter) as a stationary member, with a sliding door 3, as
a movable member, wherein the sliding door 3 is slidably
movable relative to the body 2 in a direction of slhide
movement or a direction of the arrow PA (heremafter
referred to as “PA direction”) i FIGS. 7-15 (see FIGS. 6-9
now and similarly hereafter). In this example, a power
supply circuit and so forth 1 the power supply device 1 are
omitted from the following description, and 1t 1s assumed
that the sliding door 3 1s attached to the body 2 on the left
side.

The power supply device 1 includes a slider 110 config-
ured to guide a wire harness 6, and a protector 120 config-
ured to house the slider 110 therein. The wire harness 6 has
one end fixed to the body 2 through a harness fixing portion
4 (see FIGS. 6-9 and 13-15 now and similarly hereafter) and
a connector 5 (see FIGS. 7-9 now and similarly hereatter).
The wire harness 6 has the other end fixed to the sliding door
3, and a middle portion between both ends bendably
arranged from the body 2 to the sliding door 3.

Specifically, the one end of the wire harness 6 1s con-
nected through the connector 5 to a wire 1n the body 2(not
shown) and fixed to the harness fixing portion 4. The other
end thereof 1s connected through a connector(not shown)
with electric components (not shown) such as a power
window on the sliding door 3 and fixed thereto. Thus, the
clectrical connection structure of this example does not
require the ends of the wire harness 6 to be fixed using the
conventional swinging mechanism.
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The wire harness 6 1s structured to contain a plurality of
bundled electric wires having outer circumierences covered
in a protective member. The protective member 1s composed
of Colgate material in one exemplary embodiment of the
present invention. The wire harness 6 1s configured to have
appropriate flexibility and elasticity to become bendable.
The above PA direction indicates the front-rear direction of
the body 2. Heremnafter, “front-rear” indicates the direction
comncident with the front and rear of the body 2 unless a
particular description 1s given clearly.

The slider 110 contacts the middle portion of the wire
harness 6 and moves 1n synchronization with slide move-
ment of the sliding door 3 1n a relative direction parallel to
the PA direction (hereinafter referred to as “parallel direc-
tion”’) to guide the wire harness 6 in the front-rear direction.
In one exemplary embodiment of the present invention the
slider 110 1s composed of a resinous molding material and
includes a harness contact portion 112 as shown in FIGS.
1-4. A support 113 1s arranged to support the harness contact
portion 112. A coupler 114 1s arranged to couple the harness
contact portion 112 and the support 113. The harness contact
portion 112 has a bent portion 111 with a curved surface bent
at a radius of curvature larger than the smallest radius of
curvature at which the wire harness 6 1s bendable. In this
case, the bent portion 111 protrudes toward either one of the
opposite sides 1n the parallel direction, for example, toward
the rear side.

The support 113 supports the harness contact portion 112
movable relative to the protector 120 1n the parallel direc-
tion. In addition, the support 113 includes a pair of recesses,
or concave trenches, 113a¢ and 1135 having apertures 1n a
direction orthogonal to the parallel direction and formed
(extended) along the parallel direction. The support 113 also
includes a plurality of holes 113¢-113f formed 1n commu-
nication with the recesses 113a and 1135 from the outer
circumierential surface. The holes 113¢-113f 1n the support
113 recerve bullers 113g composed, for example, of felt
material 1inserted therein to block parts of the recesses 1134
and 1135 (portions near both ends in the parallel direction),
respectively. The pair of recesses 113¢ and 11356 1in the
support 113 engage later-described rails of metal such that
the buflers 113g slidably contact them.

The coupler 114 has a crank-like bent shape in the cross
section to couple the harness contact portion 112 and the
support 113. In actual use of the power supply device 1 for
realizing the electrical connection structure of this example,
the slider 110 allows the middle portion of the wire harness
6 to be so arranged so as to surely pass through the recessed
portion in the coupler 114 between the harness contact
portion 112 and the support 113. The middle portion of the
wire harness 6 when it 1s bent most 1s bent along the curved
surface of the bent portion 111 of the harness contact portion
112.

The protector 120 1s disposed on the sliding door 3 and 1s
shaped as a box having the longitudinal direction of the box
extending 1n the front-rear direction. In one exemplary
embodiment the protector 120 1s composed of a resinous
molding matenial like the slider 110. The protector 120
includes, as shown i FIGS. 1, 4 and 5, a first housing
chamber, or housing space, 129 formed to house the harness
contact portion 112 of the slider 110 and the middle portion
of the wire harness 6. A second housing chamber, or housing
space, 121 1s formed to house the support 113 of the shider
110. A separator 122 1s arranged to partition these chambers
from each other. An opening 123 is formed to lead out the
wire harness 6 to its external connections. The rails of metal
128 are provided 1n the housing chamber 121 to engage the
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recesses 113a and 1135 1 the support 113 of the slider 110
and slidably contact the butlers 113g. An actuator means, or
a tensile spring, 127 1s arranged to actuate the slider 110.
The protector 120 may be formed of two parts, a cabinet
body 120q having the housing chamber 121 formed therein,
and a cabinet cover 1205 having the separator 122 formed
therein and detachably attached to the cabinet body 120a.
Providing such a dividable structure allows the power sup-
ply device 1 to improve accessibility to the inside of the
protector 120 on maintenance of the wire harness 6 and the
slider 110. Providing the separator 122 can partition the
housing chamber 121 from the housing chamber 129 spa-
tially.

The housing chamber 129 houses the middle portion of
the wire harness 6, which 1s movable 1n the parallel direction
together with the harness contact portion 112 of the slider
110. The housing chamber 121 houses the rail of metal 128,
which has a C-shape 1n cross section and 1s directly attached
to the housing chamber 121 using screws (not shown). In
addition, the rail 128 has opposite ends, which sandwich a
slit therebetween and are fitted in the pair of the recesses
1134 and 1135 in the support 113 of the slider 110. Thus, the
support 113 1s engaged and housed 1n the housing chamber
121, so as to be slidably movable in the parallel direction.

The rail 128 may be formed 1n any cross-sectional shape
that forms opposite ends that engage the recesses 113a and
1135, other than the C-shape in cross section. In one
exemplary embodiment, the rail 128 may be composed of a
metal material such as aluminum (Al), 1ron (Fe), and stain-
less steel (SUS). The separator 122, shown 1n FIG. 5, may
include a partition such as a projection which 1s formed
protruding 1n a direction of extension along the longitudinal
direction of the protector 120 and connection of the cabinet
body 120a with the cabinet cover 12056 (hereinaiter referred
to as “horizontal direction™).

The opening 123 i1s formed to reliably lead the wire
harness 6 out of the housing chamber 129, on the side of the
separator 122 opposite the side on which the housing
chamber 121 1s formed. The opeming 123 may be formed by
opening part of the rear sidewall and the lower sidewall of
the protector 120. A lead-out outlet 124 1s formed through
part of the front sidewall of the protector 120 to lead out the
wire harness 6 to the fixing portion on the sliding door 3.

The tensile spring 127 has one end fixed to a rear inner
wall of the housing chamber 121 of the protector 120 present
in the parallel direction and the other end fixed to an outer
circumierential surface of the support 113 of the slider 110
arranged opposite the inner wall. The tensile spring actuates
the slider 110 by a restorative force thereot, for example, to
pull the slider 110 toward the side to which the bent portion
11 protrudes.

In one embodiment of the present invention, the tensile
spring 127 may have the so-called constant load property
that makes a load relative to the amount of movement of the
slider 110 (that 1s, a tensile force acting on the rear inner
wall) almost constant 1f the distance from the slider 110 to
the rear inner wall of the housing chamber 121 1n the parallel
direction exceeds a certain length.

When the tensile spring 127 has the constant load prop-
erty, the slider 110 can smoothly move within the protector
120. Therefore, 1t 1s possible to guide the wire harness 6
reliably 1n response to movement of the sliding door 3.

The power supply device 1, having the electrical connec-
tion structure thus configured, houses the middle portion of
the wire harness 6 together with the slider 110 1n the
box-shaped protector 120 having the longitudinal direction
extending along the front-rear direction. It also realizes the
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structure that houses the tensile spring 27 operative to
actuate the slider 110 1n the housing chamber 121 of the
protector 120. Therefore, the outside shape of the protector
can be smaller.

Accordingly, it 1s possible to keep wider arrangement
spaces for various electric components as shown 1n FIG. 6,
for example, 11 the power supply device 1 1s disposed on the
sliding door 3. As a result, the flexibility of layout can be
improved. In this case, an extra length of the wire harness 6
can be absorbed within the housing space 129 of the
protector 1in synchronization with operation of the slider 110
within the protector 120 from the maximum movement to
the minimum movement realized by the tensile spring 127.

In accordance with the power supply device 1 thus
configured, when the sliding door 3 1s slid rearward to a
tull-open position relative to the body 2 1n the front-rear
direction as shown 1n FIGS. 7, 10 and 13, the wire harness
6 1s held in the following state. The middle portion of the
wire harness 6 in the housing chamber 129 bends while 1t
contacts the harness contact portion 112 and the coupler 114
of the slhider 110 and receives an almost constant tension
from the tensile spring 127. The bent portion 111 prevents
the middle portion of the wire harness 6 from folding smaller
than the minimum radius of curvature. Therefore, extra
stresses such as excessive tension and compression can not
act on the middle portion of the wire harness 6.

When the sliding door 3 1s slid forward to a midpoint
between the full-open position and a full-closed position 1n
the front-rear direction as shown 1n FIGS. 8, 11 and 14, the
wire harness 6 1s held in the following state. The middle
portion of the wire harness 6 in the housing chamber 129
bends while 1t contacts the harness contact portion 112 and
the coupler 114 of the shider 110 and receives an almost
constant tension from the tensile spring 127, like the above.
The bent portion 111 still regulates the folded shape as
described above.

Finally, when the sliding door 3 1s slid forward to the
tull-closed position 1n the front-rear direction as shown 1n
FIGS. 9, 12 and 15, the wire harness 6 1s held in the
following state. The middle portion of the wire harness 6 1n
the housing chamber 129 contacts the harness contact por-
tion 112 and the coupler 114 of the slider 110 but does not
contact the bent portion 111 and remains almost straight. In
this state, some tensile force may arise in the front-rear
direction relative to the middle portion of the wire harness
6. Even 1n such the case, a regulative wall 126 formed 1n the
housing space 129 retains the shape of the middle portion of
the wire harness 6.

With such a series of moves of the sliding door 3, the
support 113 of the shider 110 can move without rattling
within the housing chamber 121 of the protector 120. This
1s because the paired recesses 113aq and 11356 are engaged
with the opposite ends of the rail 128 through the buflers
1132, which are slidably movable 1n the parallel direction. In
other words, the tips of the rail 128 provided 1n the housing
chamber 121 are pressed against the builers 113g and
interposed in the recesses 113a, 1135. Herewith, the tensile
spring 127 allows the slider 110 to move smoothly.

It 1s also possible to realize slide movement 1n a state in
which the separator 122 separates the housing chamber 121
from the housing chamber 129 spatially. A wall 125 is
positioned on a boundary between the housing chamber 121
and the housing chamber 129 provided in the cabinet body
120a. When the separator 122 serves as a first separation
wall, the wall 125 1s configured to serve as a second
separation wall that prevents foreign matters from further
mixing into the housing chamber 121. Therefore, 1t 1s
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possible to move the slider 110 smoothly and surely. It 1s
also possible to guide the wire haress 6 without preventing
movement of the slider 110 even 1f foreign matters mix
through the opening 123 into the housing chamber 129.

Further, the support 113 of the slider 110 can move 1n the
parallel direction while 1t engages the rail 128 provided in
the housing chamber 121. In this exemplary embodiment,
the cabinet body 120q and the cabinet cover 1205, 1n which
make up the protector 120, may vary the shape thereof due
to environmental variations such as variations in tempera-
ture and humidity, or due to an error in the dimension
thereof. Even 1n such the case, 1t 1s possible to surely
continue movement of the slider 110 and guide the wire
harness 6 without affecting the rail 128.

The power supply device 1 for realizing the electrical
connection structure according to the above exemplary
embodiment 1s described as having the structure in which
the paired recesses 113a and 11356 formed 1n the support 113
of the slider 110 engage the opposite ends of the rail 128.
Additionally, a new recess may be made open 1n a direction
orthogonal to the direction of connection between the
recesses 113a and 1135b. In addition, a protrusion capable of
engaging the recess 1s formed at a position effective to close
the housing chamber 121 in the cabinet cover 1205. In this
structure, the new recess engages the protrusion.

The power supply device 1 of the above exemplary
embodiment 1s described as applied to supplying power
between the body 2 and the sliding door 3 1n the automobile.
Besides, it 1s also applicable to power supplying from one to
the other between the stationary member and the movable
member 1n vehicles such as trains, aircraft and facilities
having various attractions.

The power supply device 1 of the above exemplary
embodiment 1s described as installed on the sliding door 3
that 1s attached to the body 2 on the left side. Alternatively,
it 1s also applicable to a power supply device 1 installed on
a sliding door that 1s attached to the body 2 on the right side.

Another exemplary embodiment of the present mnvention
1s described next with reference to the accompanying draw-
Ings.

FIG. 16 1s an exploded perspective view illustrative of an
clectrical connection structure according to another exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 17 1s an
external perspective view 1llustrative of an example of a
slider 1n the electrical connection structure. FIG. 18 1s an
exploded perspective view illustrating an example of an
arrangement relation between the slider and a protector. FIG.
19 1s a cross-sectional view taken along B-B' in FIG. 18 after
a wire harness 1s arranged 1n accordance with the electrical
connection structure.

FIGS. 20-22 are prospective views 1llustrating examples
of movements from the full-open position to the full-closed
position of the sliding door with the electrical connection
structure applied thereto, including examples movements of
various portions 1n the electrical connection structure.

The power supply device 1 for realizing the electrical
connection structure according to this exemplary embodi-
ment 1s used to electrically connect the body 2 with the
sliding door 3 in the automobile. Also 1n this example, a
power supply circuit and so forth 1n the power supply device
1 are omitted from the following description, and it 1s
assumed that the sliding door 3 1s attached to the body 2 on
the left side. The power supply device 1 includes a wire
harness 6, a slider 210, and a protector 220.

The slider 210 includes a harness contact portion 212, a
support 213 and a coupler 214, similar to the exemplary
embodiment described above. In this exemplary embodi-
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ment, the coupler 214 has a crank-like bent shape in cross
section to couple the harness contact portion 212 and the
support 213.

The support 213 includes a plurality of resilient portions
215 on an outer circumierential surface that slidably con-
tacts an mner wall 221a of a housing chamber 221 1n the
protector 220, for example, as shown 1n FIG. 19. These
resilient portions 215 are formed 1n a convex shape so as to
protrude 1n a direction orthogonal to the parallel direction
and directly contact the inner walls 221a. Including the
resilient portions 215 in the support 213 in thus way can
cllectively suppress rattling of the support 213 1n the hous-
ing chamber 221 and allow the slider 210 to move smoothly
within the protector 220. The above configuration makes 1t
possible to surely move the slider 210 1n synchronization
with slide movement of the sliding door 3 and guide the wire
harness 6.

The protector 220 includes a separator 222 arranged to
partition a housing chamber 229 from a second housing
chamber or housing chamber 221, an opening 223, and an
actuator means, or an actuator umt, 225 arranged to actuate
the slider 210, 1n a way similar to the exemplary embodi-
ment described above. It does not include a rail 228,
however.

In this exemplary embodiment, the housing chamber 229
houses the harness contact portion 212 of the slider 210
together with the middle portion of the wire harness 6,
wherein the slider 210 1s movable 1n the parallel direction.
The housing chamber 221 houses the support 213 of the
slider 210, which 1s slidably movable along the parallel
direction. The separator 222, as shown, for example, 1n FIG.
19, may include a partition such as a projection formed
protruding 1n a direction of extension along the longitudinal
direction of the protector 220 and connection of a cabinet
body 220a with a cabinet cover 2205 (heremafiter referred to
as “horizontal direction”).

The actuator unit 225 includes a bobbin 227 and a spiral
spring 228. The actuator unit 223 actuates the slider 210 by
a restorative force thereof, for example, by pulling the slider
210 toward the side to which the bent portion 11 protrudes.
The bobbin 227 1s attached to a support shait 226 having an
axis 1n the horizontal direction within the protector 220 and
configured to be rotatable about the support shait 226. The
bobbin 227 1s provided on a position at the rear within the

protector 220 and in the vicinity of the housing chamber
221.

The spiral spring 228 has one end fixed to the bobbin 227
and the other end to the support 213 of the slider 210. The
spiral spring 228 1s molded to be transformable 1n accor-
dance with slide movement of the slider 210 between a flat
plate having a thickness 1n a direction intersecting both the
parallel direction and the horizontal direction (hereimnafter
referred to as “vertical direction™) and a spiral. In addition,
it 1s actuated to wind around the bobbin 227.

In one exemplary embodiment, the spiral spring 228 may
be processed by molding a metal matrix 1n the form of a flat
belt. The spiral spring 228 may have the so-called constant
load property that makes a load relative to the amount of
movement of the slider 210 (that 1s, a tensile force acting on
the bobbin 227) almost constant if the distance from the
slider 210 to the bobbin 227 1n the parallel direction exceeds
a certain length. When the spiral spring 228 has the constant
load property, the slider 210 can move within the protector
220 smoother than when 1t 1s actuated using a coil spring or
the like. Therefore, 1t 1s possible to guide the wire harness 6
reliably 1n response to movement of the sliding door 3.
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The power supply device 1 thus configured houses the
middle portion of the wire harness 6 together with the slider
210 1n the box-shaped protector 220 having the longitudinal
direction of the box shaped protector 220 extended along the
front-rear direction. It also realizes the structure that houses
in the protector 220 the actuator unit 225, including the
bobbin 227, and the spiral spring 228 which 1s used to
actuate the slider 210. Therefore, the outside shape of the
protector 220 can be smaller. In addition, the maximum
dimension of the outside shape of the spiral spring 228 when
the slider 210 proximately approaches the bobbin 227 (that
1s, the dimension of the spiral spring 228 1n the longitudinal
direction in the protector 220) can be made smaller than
when a conventional coil spring or the like 1s used.

In accordance with the power supply device 1 thus
configured, when the sliding door 3 1s slid rearward to a
tull-open position relative to the body 2 in the front-rear
direction as shown 1n FIGS. 7, 20 and 13, the wire harness
6 1s held 1n the following state. The middle portion of the
wire harness 6 in the housing chamber 229 bends while 1t
contacts the harness contact portion 212 and the coupler 214
of the slider 210 and receives an almost constant tension
from the spiral spring 228 of the actuator unit 225. The bent
portion 211 prevents the middle portion of the wire harness
6 from folding smaller than the mimimum radius of curva-
ture. Therefore, extra stresses such as excessive tension and
compression can not act on the middle portion of the wire
harness 6.

When the sliding door 3 1s slid forward to a midpoint
between the full-open position and a full-closed position in
the front-rear direction as shown 1n FIGS. 8, 21 and 14, the
wire harness 6 1s held in the following state. The middle
portion of the wire harness 6 1n the housing chamber 229
bends while 1t contacts the harness contact portion 212 and
the coupler 214 of the slhider 210 and recerves an almost
constant tension from the spiral spring 228 of the actuator
umt 225, as described above. The bent portion 111 still
regulates the folded shape as described above.

Finally, when the sliding door 3 i1s slid forward to the
tull-closed position 1n the front-rear direction as shown in
FIGS. 9, 22 and 15, the wire harness 6 1s held in the
following state. The middle portion of the wire harness 6 1n
the housing chamber 229 still contacts the harness contact
portion 212 and the coupler 214 of the slider 210 but does
not contact the bent portion 211 and remains almost straight.

With such a series of moves of the sliding door 3, the
resilient portions 215 allow the support 213 of the slider 210
to move without rattling within the housing chamber 221 of
the protector 220. Herewith, the spiral spring 228 of the
actuator unit 225 allows the slider 210 to move smoothly. It
1s also possible to realize slide movement 1n a state 1n which
the separator 222 separates the housing chamber 221 from
the housing space 229 spatially. Therefore, it 1s possible to
move the slider 210 smoothly and surely. It 1s also possible
to guide the wire harness 6 without preventing movement of
the slider 210 even 1f foreign matters mix 1in.

In the power supply device 1 for realizing the electrical
connection structure of the above exemplary embodiment,
the plural convex resilient portions 215 formed on the
support 213 of the slider 210 are structured such that both
ends of a beam are fixed to the support 213 as shown 1n FIG.
17. Alternatively, the beam may be cantilevered such that
one end of the beam 1s supported on the support 213. This
structure may further improve the resilient effect of the
resilient portion 215 and eflectively suppress rattling of the
support 213 within the housing chamber 221 so that the
slider 210 moves smoothly.
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Another exemplary embodiment of the present invention
1s described next with reference to the accompanying draw-
Ings.

FIG. 23 1s an exploded perspective view 1llustrative of a
structure of a power supply device according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention. FIGS. 24 and 25
are external perspective views 1llustrating an example of a
slider in the power supply device. FIG. 26 1s an exploded
perspective view 1llustrating an example of an arrangement
relation between the slider and a protector. FIG. 27 15 a
cross-sectional view taken along C-C' 1n FIG. 26 after a wire
harness 1s arranged 1n accordance with the power supply
device.

FIGS. 28-30 are prospective views 1llustrating examples
of movements of a sliding door from a tull-open position to
a Tull-closed position with the electrical connection structure
applied thereto, including illustrations of movements of
various portions in the power supply device.

The power supply device 1 for realizing the electrical
connection structure according to this exemplary embodi-
ment 1s used to electrically connect the body 2 with the
sliding door 3 in the automobile, similar to the exemplary
embodiments described above. Also in this example, a
power supply circuit and so forth 1n the power supply device
1 are omitted from the following description, and 1t 1s
assumed that the sliding door 3 1s attached to the body 2 on
the left side. The power supply device 1 includes a wire
harness 6, a slider 310, and a protector 320, like the
exemplary embodiments described above.

The slider 310 includes a harness contact portion 312, a
support 313 and a coupler 314, like the first embodiment. In
this exemplary embodiment, the support 313 supports the
harness contact portion 312 movable 1n the parallel direction
relative to the protector 320. The support 313 includes
concave trenches or recesses 313a, 3135 and 313¢ having
apertures on both horizontal ends orthogonal to the parallel
direction and on the top end formed (extended) along the
parallel direction. The support 313 also 1ncludes a pair of
holes 3134 and 313e¢ formed in line along the front-rear
direction and 1n communication with the recesses 313a,
3136 and 313c¢ from the outer circumierential surface. The
paired holes 313d and 313e of the support 313 receive
butlers 313/ composed, for example, of felt material mnserted
therein to block parts of the recesses 313a, 3135 and 313c,
respectively. The paired recesses 313a, 3135 and 313c¢ of the
support 313 engage later-described rails 328a, 3285 and
328¢ while slidably contacting the buflers 313/. The coupler
314 1s formed 1n a flat plate, different from other exemplary
embodiments described above.

The protector 320 includes a separator 322, arranged to
partition a housing chamber 329 from a housing chamber
321, an opening 323, rails 328a, 3285 and 328¢ provided 1n
the housing chamber 321 to engage the recesses 313a, 3135
and 313c¢ 1n the support 313 of the slider 310 while slidably
contacting the respective buflers 313/, and an actuator means
or a spring 327 arranged to actuate the slider 310, similar to
the exemplary embodiments described above. In this exem-
plary embodiment, the rails 328a, 3285, 328c¢ protrude
toward inner walls of the housing chamber 321 that respec-
tively oppose the recesses 313a, 3135 and 313¢ in the
support 313 of the slhider 310, or both mner walls and an
upper mner wall, and extend along the PA direction, as
shown 1n FIG. 27. The rails 328a, 3285 and 328c¢ are fitted
in the recesses 313a, 3135 and 313c¢ 1n the support 313 of the
slider 310 such that the support 313 1s engaged and housed
slidably movable along the parallel direction.
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The support 313 of the shider 310 1s housed slidably
movable, for example, i the housing chamber 321 of the
protector 320. In this case, the paired recesses 313aq and
3135 engage the paired rails 328a and 3285 via the bullers
313/. In addition, the other recess 313¢ engages the other rail
328c¢, for example, 1n a direction orthogonal to the direction
ol connection of the paired recesses 313aq and 3135, simi-
larly via a bufller 313/. This makes 1t possible to eflectively
suppress rattles of the support 313 within the housing
chamber 321 movement of the slider 310 within the protec-
tor 320. Therefore, 1t 1s possible to surely move the shider
310 in synchronization with slide movement of the sliding
door 3.

The protector 320 includes a cabinet body 320a with the
housing chamber 321 formed therein, and a cabinet cover
32056 detachably attached to the cabinet body 320aq. In the
cabinet body 320q, the paired rails 328a and 3285, which
engage the paired recesses 313a and 3135 1n the support 313
of the slider 310 from the directions opposing thereto, are
formed on the opposite inner walls of the housing chamber
321. In the cabinet cover 32054, the other rail 328¢, which
engages the other recess 313¢ in the support 313 of the slider
310 from the direction opposing thereto, 1s formed on the
side that covers the housing chamber 321. This makes it
possible to realize the structure that improves the accessi-
bility on maintenance of the wire harness 6 and the slider
310 and surely houses the support 313 in the housing
chamber 321.

In one exemplary embodiment, the rail 328a of the paired
rails 328a and 3285 in the housing chamber 321 of the
protector 320, for example, 1s not formed along the entire
portion of the rear inner wall of the housing chamber 321 as
shown 1 FIG. 26. This portion may be used to remove the
support 313 of the slider 310 from the cabinet body 320a and
accordingly improve accessibility for of maintenance.

The middle portion of the wire harness 6 housed 1n the
protector 320 1s spatially separated from the housing cham-
ber 321 by the separator 322 of the housing chamber 321 and
the coupler 314 of the slider 310. Therefore, even 1f foreign
matters mix through the opening 323, they can be effectively
prevented from further mixing into the housing chamber 321
and consequently from aflecting slide movement of the
support 313.

The protector 320 may further include a tensile spring 327
having one end fixed to an mner wall located at the rear in
the housing chamber 321 and the other end fixed to an outer
circumierential surface of the support 313 of the slider 310
located opposite the mner wall, for example, as shown 1n
FIG. 23. This allows the slider 310 to move smoother during
movement of the sliding door 3 from the full-open position
to the full-closed position.

In accordance with the power supply device 1 thus
configured, when the sliding door 3 is slid rearward to the
tull-open position in the PA direction as shown in FIGS. 7,
28 and 13, the middle portion of the wire harness 6 1n the
housing chamber 329 bends while 1t contacts the harness
contact portion 312 and the coupler 314 of the slider 310 and
receives the strongest tension from the tensile spring 327. In
this case, however, the bent portion 311 prevents the middle
portion from folding smaller than the minimum radius of
curvature. Therefore, extra stresses such as excessive ten-
sion and compression can not act on the middle portion of
the wire harness 6.

When the sliding door 3 1s slid forward to some midpoint
from the full-open position toward the full-closed position 1n
the PA direction as shown 1n FIGS. 8, 29 and 14, the middle

portion of the wire harness 6 1n the housing space 329 bends
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while 1t contacts the harness contact portion 312 and the
coupler 314 of the slider 310 and recerves some tension from
the tensile spring 327. The bent portion 311 still regulates the
folded shape as described above.

Finally, when the sliding door 3 1s slid forward to the
tull-closed position 1n the PA direction as shown 1 FIGS. 9,
30 and 15, the middle portion of the wire harness 6 1n the
housing space 229 still contacts the harness contact portion
312 and the coupler 314 of the slider 310 but does not
contact the bent portion 311 and remains almost straight.

With such a series of moves of the sliding door 3, in the
power supply device 1, the recesses 313a-313c¢, the rails
328a-328c¢ and the buflers 313/ allow the support 313 of the
slider 310 to move without rattling within the housing
chamber 321 of the protector 320. In addition, the separator
322 separates the housing chamber 321 from the housing
chamber 329. Therefore, it 1s possible to move the slider 310
smoothly and not to prevent movement of the slhider 310
even 1f foreign matters mix through the opening 323.

For the purpose of smooth movement of the support 313
and so forth, the power supply device 1 of the above
exemplary embodiment 1s structured to include three
recesses 313a-313¢ formed 1n the support 313 of the shider
310, and convex rails 328a-328c¢ formed 1n the protector 320
to engage the recesses 313a-313¢ via respective bullers
313/. Alternatively, the structure may include two recesses
and rails or four or more recesses and rails if 1t can achieve
smooth movement of the support 313 and so forth. For
example, smooth movement of the support 313 and so forth
can be achieved through formation of only two recesses

3136 and 313¢ and two rails 3285 and 328c¢ of three recesses
313a-313c¢ and three rails 328a-328¢ without forming the
recess 313a and the rail 328a.

Although the exemplary embodiment of the present
invention have been described, 1t will be understood by
those skilled in the art that the present mnvention should not
be limited to the described exemplary embodiments, but
various changes and modifications can be made within the
spirit and the scope of the present mvention. Accordingly,
the scope of the present invention 1s not limited to the
described range of the following claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An electrical connection structure which electrically
connects a stationary member to a member slidably movable
in relation to the stationary member, the structure compris-
ng:

a wire harness having one end fixed to the stationary
member and another end fixed to the movable member,
and a middle portion between the ends arranged to be
bendable;

a shider configured to guide the wire harness, the shider
comprising;

a harness contact portion arranged to contact the middle
portion of the wire harness and move 1n synchroni-
zation with slide movement of the movable member
relative to the stationary member in a direction
parallel to the direction of slide movement, the
harness contact portion having a bent portion,
wherein the bent portion 1s bent at a radius of
curvature larger than a smallest radius of curvature at
which the wire harness 1s bendable, the bent portion
formed protruding toward either one of opposite
sides 1n the parallel direction,

a support arranged to support the harness contact
portion movable 1n the parallel direction, and

a coupler arranged to couple the harness contact portion
and the support; and
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a protector arranged on the movable member and shaped
in the form of a box extending along the parallel
direction, the protector comprising:

a separator arranged to separate a first housing chamber
from a second housing chamber, the first housing
chamber formed to house the harness contact portion
of the slider together with the middle portion of the
wire harness, the second housing chamber formed to
house the support of the slider slidable along the
parallel direction,

an openming formed on a side of the separator opposite
the side on which the second housing chamber is
formed, so as to lead the wire harness out of the first
housing chamber, and

an actuator arranged to actuate the slider by a restor-
ative force thereof to pull the slider toward the side
to which the bent portion protrudes.

2. The electrical connection structure according to claim
1, wherein the support comprises at least one concave trench
extending 1n the parallel direction,

wherein the slider further comprises at least one buller
provided at least partly in the direction of the concave
trench extending in the support,

wherein the protector further comprises at least one rail
provided 1n the second housing chamber over the entire
movement range of the slider, extending in the parallel
direction, having a tip pressed against the builer and
interposed 1n the concave trench to regulate movement
of the slider.

3. The electrical connection structure according to claim
2, wherein the concave trenches are formed respectively on
both sides of the support,

wherein the rail 1s formed in a C-shape having an upper
aperture 1n cross section and configured such that a pair
of tips that form the C-shape are pressed against the
buflers and interposed 1n the concave trenches to regu-
late the movement of the slider.

4. The electrical connection structure according to claim
3, wherein the buflers are further provided respectively 1n
the concave trenches.

5. The electrical connection structure according to claim
2, wherein the concave trenches are formed respectively on
both sides of the support,

wherein the rails are formed respectively on both the
opposite mner walls of the second housing chamber 1n
the protector opposite said concave trenches.

6. The electrical connection structure according to claim
5, wherein the concave trench 1s further formed on at least
one of the top surface and the bottom surface of the support,

wherein the rail 1s further formed on an inner wall of the
second housing chamber 1n the protector opposite the
concave trench.

7. The electrical connection structure according to claim
5, wherein the buflers are further provided respectively 1n
the concave trenches.

8. The electrical connection structure according to claim
2, wherein the bufler in the shider 1s composed of felt
material.

9. The electrical connection structure according to claim
1, wherein the coupler has a crank-like bent shape 1n cross
section.

10. The electrical connection structure according to claim
1, wherein the actuator includes a tensile spring having one
end fixed to an inner wall of the second housing chamber of
the protector present 1n the direction of slide movement and
another end fixed to an outer circumierential surface of the
support of the slider arranged opposite the mner wall.




US 7,381,898 B2

17

11. The electrical connection structure according to claim
1, wherein the actuator includes a bobbin rotatably sup-
ported about an axis within the protector, and a resilient
member having one end fixed to the bobbin and another end
fixed to the support of the slider, the resilient member
molded to be transformable between a flat plate and a spiral
in accordance with slide movement of the slider and actu-
ated to wind around the bobbin.

12. The electrical connection structure according to claim
11, wherein the resilient member in the actuator includes a
spiral spring of metal having a load property that achieves an
almost constant load relative to an amount of movement of
the slider if a distance from the slider to the bobbin exceeds
a certain length.

13. The electrical connection structure according to claim
11, wherein the support of the slider comprises, a plurality
ol convex resilient portions located on the outer circumier-
ential surface that slidably contacts an inner wall of the
second housing chamber, and arranged to directly contact
the 1nner wall.

14. The electrical connection structure according to claim
13, wherein the resilient portions on the support of the shider
are cantilevered.

15. The electrical connection structure according to claim
1, wherein the protector includes a cabinet body with the
second housing chamber formed therein, and a cabinet cover
with the separator formed therein and detachably attached to
the cabinet body.

16. The electrical connection structure according to claim
1, wherein the wire harness 1s structured to contain a
plurality of electric wires bundled and covered 1n a protec-
tive member.

17. The electrical connection structure according to claim
16, wherein the protective member 1s composed of Colgate
materal.

18. The electrical connection structure according to claim
1, wherein the stationary member 1s a body of an automo-
bile, and the movable member 1s a sliding door attached to
the body of the automobile.

19. An electrical connection structure comprising: a slider
configured to guide a wire harness, wherein said slider
comprises a harness contact portion, wherein the harness
contact portion has a bent portion protruding toward either
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a left or right side of the slider in a sliding direction; and an
actuator arranged to actuate the shider by a restorative force
thereof to pull the slider toward a side to which the bent
portion protrudes.

20. The electrical connection structure of claim 19,
wherein the electrical connection structure electrically con-
nects a stationary member to a member slidably movable in
relation to the stationary member.

21. The electrical connection structure according to claim
19, wherein the bent portion 1s shaped at a radius of
curvature larger than a smallest radius of curvature at which
the wire harness 1s bendable.

22. The electrical connection structure according to claim
19, wherein the slider further comprises a support arranged
to support the harness contact portion movable 1n the shiding
direction.

23. The electrical connection structure according to claim
22, further comprising a protector, wherein the protector
COmMprises:

a separator arranged to separate a first housing chamber
from a second housing chamber, the first housing
chamber formed to house the harness contact portion of
the slider together with the middle portion of the wire
harness, the second housing chamber formed to house
the support of the slider.

24. The electrical connection structure according to claim
23, wherein the protector includes a cabinet body with the
second housing chamber formed therein, and a cabinet cover
with the separator formed therein and detachably attached to
the cabinet body.

25. The electrical connection structure according to claim
22, further comprising a coupler arranged to couple the
harness portion and the support, wherein the coupler has a
crank-like bent shape in cross section.

26. The electrical connection structure according to claim
19, wherein the actuator 1s a spring.

277. The electrical connection structure according to claim
19, wherein the bent portion is 1n the shape of a semi-circle.

28. The electrical connection structure according to claim
19, wherein the wire harness wraps around the outer diam-
cter of the bent portion.



	Front Page
	Drawings
	Specification
	Claims

