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BLOCK DECODING METHOD AND SYSTEM
CAPABLE OF DECODING AND
OUTPUTTING DATA IN A LONGITUDINAL
DIRECTION

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The 1nvention relates to a block decoding method and
system and, more particularly, to a block decoding method
and system capable of decoding and outputting data in a
longitudinal direction.

2. Description of Related Art

Block decoding 1s a known 1image compressing/decom-
pressing technique. FIG. 1 1s a block diagram of a well-
known JPEG decoder 10. As shown, the JPEG decoder 10 1s
essentially constructed by a decoding device 110, a zigzag
arranging device 120, an mnverse quantizer 130, an 1nverse
discrete cosine transform (IDCT) device 140, a color space
converter 150 and a data bufler 160, thereby decoding a
compressed datastream 100 in which a table 102 associated
with compressed data 101 thereof 1s provided. The table 102
includes a Huflman coding table 111 and an quantization
table 131 such that the decoding device 110 can perform a
Huflman decoding on the compressed data 101 1n accor-
dance with the coding table 111 when the JPEG decoder 10
decodes the compressed datastream 101 to thus obtain a 1-D
block consisting of 1-D arranged pixels. In accordance with
the JPEG standard, the de-zigzag arranging device 120
recover the 1-D block mnto a 2-D block consisting of 2-D
arranged pixels. As shown in FIG. 2, the arrows direct the
zigzag sequence of pixel arrangement from the 1-D block to
the 2-D block. Namely, the compressed pixels are arranged
in a directional sequence of longitudinal (right), oblique (left
lower), lower, oblique (right upper) and so on.

The de-quantizer 130 performs de-quantization on the
2-D block 1n accordance with the quantization table 131 to
thus obtain a 2-D de-quantization block. FIG. 3 1s an
example of a content of the quantization table 131. The
IDCT device 140 converts the 2-D de-quantization block
from frequency domain to spatial domain. The color space
converter 150 performs color conversion on the 2-D spatial
block to thus convert 1ts YCbCr format into a RGB format,
thereby obtaining a decompressed 1image block similar to its
source image.

The data bufler 160 provides with required memory for
temporary data storage when processing of the Huiflman
decoding, the de-zigzag arrangement, the de-quantization
and the IDCT.

As cited, the JPEG decoder 10 requires sequentially
decoding the compressed datastream 100 first and then
re-combines 1t mnto a complete decompressed 1image 200.
For example, as to the decompressed image 200 represented
by the smile face shown 1n FIG. 4, the JPEG decoder 10
sequentially decodes each block 41 1n an A (horizontal)
direction. However, when printing the decompressed image
200, a typical printer feeds paper 1n a B direction and fetches
cach block 41 of the decompressed image 200 in a C
(longitudinal) direction. Accordingly, 1t 1s seen that the
JPEG decoder 10 decodes the compressed datastream 100
for obtaining whole block 41 and storing them to the data
bufler 160 first and then fetches the decompressed image
200 1n the C direction for printing out. However, the data
bufler 160 1s increased with higher image resolution for
storing more data. For an example of the decompressed
image 200 with (M+1)x(N+1) blocks 1n FIG. 4, 1f every

block requires 8x8x3 byte memory space, the JPEG decoder
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10 requires a size of the data buifer 160 up to (M+1)x(IN+
1)x64x3 bytes, which needs very high hardware cost.

To overcome this, the U.S. Pat. No. 5,751,865 granted to
Micco, et al. for a “Method and apparatus for image rotation
with reduced memory using jpeg compression” discloses
that 1n an encoding and compressing step, the image data 1s
divided into blocks for pre-rotating operation in every block.
Also, the location of each block in a JPEG file 1s recorded
when encoding, and extracting the pre-rotated data when
decoding. However, since such a process needs to rotate
image 1n the compressing stage, a special compression
format 1s introduced, which cannot support by standard
JPEG decoder. In addition, since the JPEG file 1s rotated,
only the longitudinal decoding can be performed, without a
choice of decoding 1n a horizontal or longitudinal direction.

Further, the U.S. Pat. No. 6,298,166 granted to Ratnakar,
et al. for an “Image transformations in the compressed
domain” applies the standard JPEG encoding and also
records additional information about compressed blocks for
every compressed block. The additional information includ-
ing ndexes of the compressed blocks 1s not included 1n a
standard JPEG compressed format but provided only for the
special JPEG decoder. In accordance with the additional
information, the special JPEG decoder can decode data 1n
the longitudinal direction and output 1mage according to the
requirement of 1mage rotation and mirror. Such a technique
requires additional processes in encoding and compressing.
Such a system 1s suitable for closed image mput and output
system because 1t need to teach longitudinal processing for
an 1mage output system. In addition, this patent discloses the
processing of 1mage mirror and rotation in frequency
domain, not in spatial domain. Further, the processing of
image mirror and rotation 1n frequency domain tends to a
theoretical study, without an embodiment.

Therefore, it 1s desirable to provide an improved method
to mitigate and/or obviate the atorementioned problems.

SUMMARY OF THE

INVENTION

The object of the mvention 1s to provide a block decoding
method and system capable of decoding and outputting data
in a longitudinal direction, which can save the size of data
bufler and the required cost. Also, only a minor change for
the JPEG decoder structure can have JPEG horizontal and
longitudinal block decoding without using any special com-
pression format and additional information.

In accordance with the first aspect of the present mven-
tion, there 1s provided a block decoding method capable of
decoding and outputting data 1n a longitudinal direction. The
method decodes an input compressed datastream to obtain a
decompressed 1mage with a plurality of blocks in rows and
columns, each block consisting of pixels 1n a 2-D arrange-
ment. The method includes the steps: a pre-scanning step, a
decoding step, a de-zigzag arranging step, an de-quantizing
step, and an 1nverse discrete cosine transform (IDCT) step.
The pre-scanning step pre-scans the compressed datastream
to thus obtain a start address in the compressed datastream
for each block. The decoding step longitudinally performs a
Huflman decoding on each block in accordance with 1ts start
address, thereby obtaining 1-D arrangement frequencies of
cach block. The de-zigzag arranging step arranges the fre-
quencies ol each block 1n a our predetermined sequence of
lower, right upper, right and left lower, and repeats the
sequence until the frequencies are arranged completely. The
de-quantizing step performs an de-quantization on the fre-
quencies of each block arranged 1n accordance with a rotated
quantization table obtained by rotating an quantization table




US 7,352,904 B2

3

in 102 by 90 degrees. The IDCT step converts all blocks
from frequency to spatial domain after the mverse quanti-
zation.

In accordance with the second aspect of the present
invention, there 1s provided a block decoder capable of
decoding and outputting data 1 a longitudinal direction
which decodes an 1mput compressed datastream to obtain a
decompressed data with a plurality of blocks 1 rows and
columns, each block consisting of pixels 1n a 2-D arrange-
ment. The decoder includes a pre-scanning device, a decod-
ing device, a de-zigzag arranging device, de-quantizer and
an 1nverse discrete cosine transform (IDCT) device. The
pre-scanning device receives the compressed datastream for
pre-scan to thus obtain a start address 1n the compressed
datastream for each block. The decoding device longitudi-
nally performs a Huflman decoding on each block 1n accor-
dance with 1ts start address, thereby obtaining 1-D arrange-
ment frequencies of each block. The de-zigzag arranging
device 1s connected to the decoding device for arranging the
frequencies of each block 1n our predetermined sequence of
lower, right upper, right and left lower, and repeats the
sequence until the frequencies are arranged completely. The
de-quantizer 1s connected to the de-zigzag arranging device
for performing an de-quantization on the frequencies of each
block arranged 1n accordance with a rotated quantization
table obtained by rotating an quantization table of the
compressed datastream 102 by 90 degrees. The IDCT device
1s connected to the inverse quantizing device for converting
all blocks from frequency to spatial domain after the inverse
quantization.

In accordance with the third aspect of the present inven-
tion, there 1s provided a block decoding method capable of
decoding and outputting data 1n a longitudinal direction. The
method decodes an input compressed datastream to obtain a
decompressed 1mage with a plurality of blocks in rows and
columns, each block consisting of pixels in a 2-D arrange-
ment. The method includes the steps: a pre-scanning step, a
decoding step, a de-zigzag arranging step, an de-quantizing
step, and an 1verse discrete cosine transiform (IDCT) step.
The pre-scanning step pre-scans the compressed datastream
to thus obtain a start address in the compressed datastream
for each block. The decoding step longitudinally performs a
decoding on each block 1n accordance with 1ts start address,
thereby obtaining 1-D arrangement frequencies of each
block. The de-zigzag arranging step arranges the frequencies
of each block in our predetermined sequence. The de-
quantizing step performs an de-quantization on the frequen-
cies of each block arranged in accordance with a rotated
quantization table obtained by rotating an quantization table
of the compressed datastream 1 102 by 90 degrees. The
IDCT step converts all blocks from frequency to spatial
domain after the inverse quantization.

In accordance with the fourth aspect of the present
invention, there 1s provided a block decoder capable of
decoding and outputting data in a longitudinal direction,
which decodes an input compressed datastream to obtain a
decompressed data with a plurality of blocks 1n rows and
columns, each block consisting of pixels 1n a 2-D arrange-
ment. The decoder includes a pre-scanning device, a decod-
ing device, a de-zigzag arranging device, an de-quantizer
and an 1nverse discrete cosine transform (IDCT) device. The
pre-scanning device receives the compressed datastream for
pre-scan to thus obtain a start address 1n the compressed
datastream for each block. The decoding device longitudi-
nally performs a decoding on each block 1n accordance with
its start address, thereby obtaining 1-D arrangement fre-
quencies of each block. The de-zigzag arranging device 1s
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connected to the decoding device for arranging the frequen-
cies of each block in—our sequence. The de-quantizer is
connected to the de-zigzag arranging device for performing
an de-quantization on the frequencies of each block arranged
in accordance with a rotated quantization table obtained by
rotating an quantization table of the compressed datastream
in 102 by 90 degrees. The IDCT device 1s connected to the
iverse quantizing device for converting all blocks from
frequency to spatial domain after the inverse quantization.

Other objects, advantages, and novel features of the
invention will become more apparent from the following
detailed description when taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram of a conventional JPEG
decoder;

FIG. 2 1s a diagram of a zigzag arrangement sequence 1n
a conventional JPEG:

FIG. 3 1s an example of an quantization table for a
conventional JPEG;

FIG. 4 1s a graph of a typical decompressed 1mage;

FIG. 5 1s a block diagram of a block decoding system
capable of decoding and outputting data in a longitudinal
direction 1n accordance with the invention;

FIG. 6 1s a flowchart of a block decoding method capable
of decoding and outputting data 1n a longitudinal direction 1n
accordance with the invention;

FIG. 7 shows a zigzag arrangement sequence 1n accor-
dance with the invention;

FIG. 8 shows a 90 degree-rotated quantization table 1n
accordance with the invention; and

FIG. 9 1s a schematic view of using a data bufler to
temporarily store all blocks of a decompressed 1mage in
accordance with the mvention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
PREFERRED EMBODIMEN'T

L1

FIG. 5 1s a block diagram of a block decoding system
capable of decoding and outputting data in a longitudinal
direction 1n accordance with the invention, where an
example of JPEG decoding 1s given for description. In FIG.
5, the JPEG decoding 1s applied to decode an mput com-
pressed datastream 100 for obtaining a decompressed image
200 having a plurality of blocks 201. The blocks 201 are
arranged 1n a 2-D array, where a block (1, 1) indicates a block
ol 1-th row and j-th column of the decompressed image 200,
for 1=0~M, 1=0~N, and M, N are integers. The compressed
datastream 100 has a table 102 associated with compressed
data 101 thereof. The table 102 has a Huflman coding table
311 and an quantization table 331. As shown, the decoding
system 1ncludes a pre-scanning device 380, a decoding
device 310, a de-zigzag arranging device 320, an de-quan-
tizer 330, an inverse discrete cosine transform (IDCT)
device 340, a color space converter 350, and a data bufler
360.

FIG. 6 1s a flowchart of a block decoding method capable
of decoding and outputting data 1n a longitudinal direction 1n
accordance with the invention. Referring to FIGS. 5 and 6,
when the compressed datastream decoded intents to output
in a horizontal direction, the devices 310, 320, 330, 340, 350
and 360 can be operated as the prior JPEG decoder shown
in FIG. 1. Thus, the mventive block decoding system can
typically decode and output the compressed datastream 1n a
horizontal direction. However, when the datastream intents
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to output 1n a longitudinal direction, the pre-scanning device
380 perform a pre-scan on the compressed datastream 100,
thereby obtaining a start address 1n the compressed datas-

tream 100 for each block (1, 1) of the decompressed 1mage
200 (step S601).

The pre-scanning device 380 performs a Huflman decod-
ing on the compressed datastream 100, thereby obtaining
start addresses 1n the compressed datastream 100 for a first
column of blocks of the decompressed image 200. Namely,
start addresses respectively of blocks (0, 0), (1, 0), . . ., (M,
0) 1n the compressed image 100 are obtained. A size of each
block cited above 1s also obtained by the pre-scan. Accord-
ingly, the starts addresses and sizes respectively of the
remaining blocks 1n the compressed image 100 are subse-
quently obtained. For example, a start address of block (0,
1) in the compressed datastream 100 equals to the start
address of block (0, 0) plus 1ts size, a start address of block
(0, 2) 1n the compressed datastream 100 equals to the start
address of block (0, 1) plus 1ts size, and the like. Thus, a start
address of block (1, ) 1n the compressed datastream 100 can
be obtained.

The decoding device 310 receives the compressed datas-
tream 100 and performs the Huflman decoding on block (i,
1) 1n a longitudinal (column) direction 1n accordance with a
coding table 311 and the start address of block (1, ) obtained
by the pre-scanning device 380 (step 602), thereby obtaining,
1-D arrangement frequencies ol block (1, 7). In step 602,
since the start address of block (1, j) 1n the compressed
datastream 100 1s known, the longitudinal decoding can be
achieved by selecting values of 1 and j for the start address
of block (1, 1). Namely, the compressed datastream 100 1s
decoded by a sequence of the 07 column of blocks (i, 0), the
first column of blocks (1, 1), the second column of blocks (4,
2), ..., the j-th column of blocks (1, 1), where 1=0 to M, =0
to N.

The de-zigzag arranging device 320 1s connected to the
decoding device 310 for arranging the frequencies of block
(1, 1) 1n accordance with a predetermined sequence(step
S5603). FIG. 7 shows a predetermined sequence in accor-
dance with the invention, which has a repeatedly arranged
sequence ol lower, right upper, right, left lower that 1s
different from a typical JPEG zigzag arrangement of FIG. 2.

The de-quantizer 330 1s connected to the de-zigzag
arranging device 320 for rotating the quantization table 331
by 90 degrees (as shown 1n FIG. 8) to form a 90 degree-
rotated quantization table. The 90 degree-rotated quantiza-
tion table 1s applied to the 2-D block (1, 1) for performing
de-quantization, thereby obtaining a 2-D de-quantization
block (1, 7) (step S604).

The IDCT device 340 1s connected to the de-quantizer 330
for converting the 2-D de-quantization block (1, 1) from
frequency domain to spatial domain (step S605).

In accordance with the JPEG standard, coetlicients on
spatial domain can be obtained by applying an inverse
discrete cosine transform on frequency coeflicients. Thus, all
coellicients A(X,y) on spatial domain block for each block (4,
1) can be represented as follows.

A(x, y) = IDCT[f(m, n)] = (1)

o0

-1 §-1

Z f(m, r)cos

=0

((2m+1)fr

2n+ D
T x,x]ms(

2 %3

o)

|l
>

M

where 1(m,n) indicates coeflicients on frequency domain.
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The coetlicients A(X,y) can be an 8x8 matnx [A(X,y)]. The
matrix [A(X,y)] has a transpose matrix represented by [A(X,
v)]’=[A(y,x)], thus all coefficients A(y,x) on spatial domain
block for each block (1, 1) can be represented as follows.

§—1 §-1

(Zm+ m
A(v, x) = S: S:f(m, n)cms( %S

n=0 m=0

(2)

2x8

] ((2n+ 1)m
Xy |cos

)

where 1(m,n) indicates coeflicients on frequency domain.
When m, n are exchanged, the equation (2) becomes the
tollowing equation.

8—1 §-1

(Zn+ Dx
Ay, x) = S: S:f(m, n)ms( %3

(3)

y ] ((2m+l)fr
y [cos T

x| =

IDCT|f (n, m)],

n=0 m=0

where 1(n,m) indicates coeflicients on frequency domain. As
comparing equation (1) and equation (3), 1t 1s known that a
rotated spatial matrix can be obtained by rotating a fre-
quency matrix and performing the IDCT on the frequency
matrix rotated. Thus, the 2-D block (1, 1) generated by the
predetermined de-zigzag arrangement and rotated 90 quan-
tization table 1s rotated 90 degrees aiter the IDCT perfor-
mance.

The color space converter 350 1s connected to the IDCT
device 340 for performing color conversion from a YcbCr
format to a RGB format on the 2-D spatial block (1, 1),
thereby generating each block (1, 1) of the decompressed
image similar to the source 1mage (step S606).

Step 607 determines 1f blocks of a current column are
decoded completely; if no, steps S602 to S606 are repeated;
if yes, the decoded blocks of the column are outputted (step
608), and the procedure starts to decode a next column of
blocks until no more column of blocks to be decoded.

The data builer 360 provides with temporary storage to
the cited processes of Huflman decoding, the de-zigzag
arrangement, the de-quantization and the IDCT. FIG. 9 1s a
schematic diagram of applying the data bufler 360 to tem-
porarily store each block (1, 1) of the decompressed 1mage
200 1n accordance with the invention, which each block (1,
1) has 64 pixels (numbered 1 to 64). Accordingly, the data
bufler 360 requires only temporarily storing one column of
blocks of the decompressed image 200 for output, thus only
a bufler size of (M+1)x1x64x3 bytes 1s required to tempo-
rarily store a j-th column of blocks of the decompressed
image 200.

In view of the foregoing, 1t 1s known that the invention
uses the pre-scanned compressed datastream to obtain a
respective start address 1in the compressed 1image for each
block of the decompressed 1image, such that the decoder can
perform the Hullman decoding on the blocks 1 a longitu-
dinal direction. Subsequently, the blocks decoded are sub-
jected to the de-zigzag arrangement, the de-quantization and
the IDCT for obtaining 90°-rotated blocks. Since the 90°-
rotated blocks have an 1dentical direction on decoding and
printing, only a desired column of blocks of the decom-
pressed 1mage 1s temporarily stored for output and accord-
ingly required memory size 1s relatively reduce. In addition,
since the format of the compressed datastream processed
meets with the JPEG standard, as well as the decoding
process 1s compatible with the JPEG standard, the invention
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can combine with the conventional JPEG decoder to thus
achieve the capability of supporting longitudinal and hori-
zontal decoding.

Although the present invention has been explained in
relation to its preferred embodiment, 1t 1s to be understood
that many other possible modifications and variations can be
made without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention as hereinatter claimed.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A block decoding method capable of decoding and
outputting data 1n a longitudinal direction, which decodes an
input compressed datastream to obtain a decompressed
image with a plurality of blocks in rows and columns, each
block consisting of pixels 1n a 2-D arrangement, the method
comprising the steps:

a pre-scanning step, which pre-scans the compressed
datastream to thus obtain a start address of each block
in the compressed datastream;

a decoding step, which longitudinally performs a Huil-
man decoding on each block 1n accordance with its start
address, thereby obtaining 1-D arrangement frequen-
cies of each block;

a reverse zigzag arranging step, which arranges the fre-
quencies of each block 1n a reverse zigzag sequence of
lower, right upper, right and left lower, and repeats the
sequence until the frequencies are arranged completely;

an 1nverse quantizing step, which performs an inverse
quantization on the frequencies of each block arranged
in accordance with a rotated inverse quantization table
obtained by rotating an inverse quantization table of the
compressed datastream by 90 degrees; and

an 1mverse discrete cosine transform (IDCT) step, which
converts all blocks from frequency to spatial domain

alter the mverse quantization, thereby obtaining spatial
blocks.

2. The method as claimed 1n claim 1, wherein the decod-
ing step, the reverse zigzag arranging step, the inverse
quantizing step and the IDCT step are repeated until all
blocks of the compressed datastream are longitudinally
decoded completely.

3. The method as claimed 1n claim 2, further comprising
a color space converting step to perform a color conversion
on the 2-D spatial blocks.

4. The method as claimed 1n claim 3, wherein the color
conversion converts the 2-D spatial blocks from YCbCr to
RGB.

5. The method as claimed 1n claim 1, wherein the com-
pressed datastream 1s generated by compression 1 accor-
dance with a JPEG standard.

6. The method as claimed 1n claim 1, wherein the pre-
scanning step further comprises:

performing a Hullman decoding on the compressed datas-

tream to thus obtaining start addresses in the com-
pressed datastream for a first column of blocks of the
decompressed 1mage;

finding a size of each block 1in the compressed data

stream; and

calculating start addresses 1n the compressed datastream

for remaining blocks of the decompressed 1mage 1n
accordance with the start address and size of each block
of the first column.

7. A block decoder capable of decoding and outputting
data 1n a longitudinal direction, which decodes an 1nput
compressed datastream to obtain a decompressed data with
a plurality of blocks 1 rows and columns, each block
consisting of pixels in a 2-D arrangement, the decoder
comprising;
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a pre-scanning device, which receives the compressed
datastream for pre-scan to thus obtain a start address of
cach block 1n the compressed datastream;

a decoding device, which longitudinally performs a Huil-
man decoding on each block 1n accordance with its start
address, thereby obtaining 1-D arrangement frequen-
cies of each block;:

a reverse zigzag arranging device, which 1s connected to
the decoding device for arranging the frequencies of
cach block 1n a reverse zigzag sequence of lower, right
upper, right and left lower, and repeats the sequence
until the frequencies are arranged completely;

an inverse quantizer 1s connected to the reverse zigzag
arranging device for performing an inverse quantiza-
tion on the frequencies of each block arranged 1n
accordance with a rotated inverse quantization table
obtained by rotating an inverse quantization table of the
compressed datastream by 90 degrees; and

an IDCT device, which 1s connected to the inverse quan-
tizing device for converting all blocks from frequency
to spatial domain after the mnverse quantization, thereby
obtaining spatial blocks.

8. The decoder as claimed 1n claim 7, further comprising:

a data butler, which 1s connected to the decoding device,
the zigzag device, the imnverse quantizer and the inverse
cosine device for providing with temporary storage.

9. The decoder as claimed 1n claim 8, further comprising:

a color space converter, which 1s connected to the IDCT
device for performing color conversion on the 2-D
spatial blocks.

10. The decoder as claimed 1n claim 9, wherein the color
conversion converts the 2-D spatial blocks from YCbCr to
RGB.

11. The decoder as claimed in claim 7, wherein the
compressed datastream 1s generated by compression 1n
accordance with a JPEG standard.

12. The decoder as claimed in claim 7, wherein the
pre-scannming device firstly performs a Huflman decoding on
the compressed datastream to thus obtaining start addresses
in the compressed datastream for a first column of blocks of
the decompressed 1mage, then finding a size of each block
in the compressed data stream, and finally calculating start
addresses 1 the compressed datastream for remaining
blocks of the decompressed 1image 1n accordance with the
start address and size of each block of the first column.

13. A block decoding method capable of decoding and
outputting data 1n a longitudinal direction, which decodes an
input compressed datastream to obtain a decompressed data
with a plurality of blocks 1n rows and columns, each block
consisting of pixels i a 2-D arrangement, the method
comprising the steps:

a pre-scanning step, which pre-scans the compressed
datastream to thus obtain a start address of each block
in the compressed datastream;

a decoding step, which longitudinally performs a decod-
ing on each block 1n accordance with 1ts start address,
thereby obtaining 1-D arrangement frequencies of each
block;

a reverse zigzag arranging step, which arranges the fre-
quencies of each block 1n a reverse zigzag sequence;

an 1nverse quantizing step, which performs an inverse
quantization on the frequencies of each block arranged
in accordance with a rotated 1nverse quantization table
obtained by rotating an inverse quantization table of the
compressed datastream by 90 degrees; and

an IDCT step converts all blocks from frequency to spatial
domain after the inverse quantization.
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14. The method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the
decoding step, the reverse zigzag arranging step, the inverse
quantizing step and the IDCT step are repeated until all
blocks of the compressed datastream are longitudinally
decoded completely.

15. The method as claimed 1n claim 14, further compris-
ing a color space converting step to perform a color con-
version on the 2-D spatial blocks.

16. The method as claimed 1n claim 15, wherein the color
conversion converts the 2-D spatial blocks from YCbCr to
RGB.

17. The method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the
compressed datastream 1s generated by compression 1n
accordance with a JPEG standard.

18. The method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the
pre-scanning step further comprises:

performing a Hullman decoding on the compressed datas-
tream to thus obtaining start addresses in the com-
pressed datastream for a first column of blocks of the
decompressed 1mage;

finding a size ol each block 1n the compressed data
stream; and

calculating start addresses 1n the compressed datastream
for remaining blocks of the decompressed 1mage 1n
accordance with the start address and size of each block
of the first column.

19. The method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the
reverse zigzag sequence 1s a sequence of lower, right upper,
right, left lower, which 1s repeated until the frequencies are
arranged completely.

20. The method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the
decoding step longitudinally performs a Huflman decoding
on each block 1n accordance with its start address, thereby
obtaining all frequencies of each block.

21. A block decoder capable of decoding and outputting
data 1n a longitudinal direction, which decodes an 1nput
compressed datastream to obtain a decompressed data with
a plurality of blocks 1 rows and columns, each block
consisting of pixels in a 2-D arrangement, the decoder
comprising:

a pre-scanning device, which receives the compressed
datastream for pre-scan to thus obtain a start address of
cach block 1n the compressed datastream;

a decoding device, which longitudinally performs a
decoding on each block in accordance with 1ts start
address, thereby obtaining 1-D arrangement frequen-
cies of each block;

a reverse zigzag arranging device, which 1s connected to
the decoding device for arranging the frequencies of
cach block 1n a reverse zigzag sequence;
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an inverse quantizer, which 1s connected to the reverse
zigzag arranging device for performing an inverse
quantization on the frequencies of each block arranged
in accordance with a rotated inverse quantization table
obtained by rotating an inverse quantization table of the
compressed datastream by 90 degrees; and

an IDCT device, which 1s connected to the inverse quan-
tizing device for converting all blocks from frequency
to spatial domain after the mnverse quantization, thereby
obtaining 2-D spatial blocks.

22. The decoder as claimed 1n claim 21, further compris-
ng:

a data butler, which 1s connected to the decoding device,
the zigzag device, the inverse quantizer and the inverse
cosine device for providing with temporary storage.

23. The decoder as claimed 1n claim 22, further compris-
ng:
a color space converter, which 1s connected to the IDCT

device for performing color conversion on the 2-D
spatial blocks.

24. The decoder as claimed 1n claim 23, wherein the color
conversion converts the 2-D spatial blocks from YCbCr to

RGB.

25. The decoder as claimed in claim 21, wherein the

compressed datastream 1s generated by compression 1n
accordance with a JPEG standard.

26. The decoder as claimed in claim 21, wherein the
pre-scanning device firstly performs a Huiflman decoding on
the compressed datastream to thus obtaining start addresses
in the compressed datastream for a first column of blocks of
the decompressed 1mage, then finding a size of each block
in the compressed data stream, and finally calculating start
addresses 1 the compressed datastream for remaining
blocks of the decompressed 1image 1n accordance with the
start address and size of each block of the first column.

27. The decoder as claimed in claim 21, wherein the
reverse zigzag sequence 1s a sequence of lower, right upper,
right, left lower, which 1s repeated until the frequencies are
arranged completely.

28. The decoder as claimed in claim 21, wherein the
decoding step longitudinally performs a Huffman decoding
on each block 1n accordance with 1ts start address, thereby
obtaining all frequencies of each block.
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