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(37) ABSTRACT

An insulated animal enclosure configured to be conveniently
maintained at a cool and comiortable interior temperature.
The 1nsulated animal enclosure includes an iner habitat and
an outer housing. The cuter housing includes an opening
configured to receive the iner habitat therein and substan-
tially surrounds the inner habitat at a spaced-apart distance
thereof. Cooling means are placed within the spaced-apart
distance between the outer housing and the mner habitat to
assist in maintaining a controlled temperature environment.
The 1nner habitat additionally includes an opening therein to
allow an animal to enter and exit the structure at will.

3 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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INSULATED ANIMAL ENCLOSURE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of co-pending U.S.
provisional patent application Ser. No. 60/568,553, filed on
May 6, 2004, the entire specification of which 1s 1ncorpo-
rated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to enclosures for
amimals, and more particularly, to an insulated animal enclo-
sure configured to be conveniently maintained at a cool and
comiortable 1nterior temperature.

2. Description of the Prior Art

A wide variety of amimals require carefully maintained
environments while 1n captivity in order to survive. Many
domesticated animals have been transported to geographic
locations unsuited for their survival and depend heavily
upon owner care for comfort and survival.

Animal caretakers have resorted to a number of solutions
in their effort to lessen the discomiort and potential dangers
posed by excessively hot or cold environments.

Such solutions have ranged from simplistic measures,
such as placing an ice bottle inside the animal’s cage, to
complex electrically powered cooling mechanisms.

Although a variety of different approaches have been
attempted 1n the past, existing solutions have consisted
basically of familiar, expected, and obvious structural con-
figurations that have proven to be inadequate or impractical
in application.

In this respect, there 1s a need 1n the art for a temperature
controlled 1insulated animal enclosure that substantially
departs from the prior art, and 1n so doing, provides a simple,
convenient, and practical solution that reduces animal sui-
tering as well as health complications including heatstroke,
frostbite, and even death.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present 1nvention 1s directed to an insulated animal
enclosure configured to be conveniently maintained at a cool
and comiortable interior temperature.

An object of the present invention i1s to provide an
insulated animal enclosure that 1s lightweight and portable
so that 1t can be easily and conveniently moved as desired.

A Turther object of the present invention 1s to provide an
insulated animal enclosure configured to provide a tempera-
ture-controlled water supply as desired.

Another object of the present invention 1s to provide an
insulated anmimal enclosure having conveniently located
handles to assist 1n transport.

An additional object of the present invention 1s to provide
an 1nsulated animal enclosure having an opening therein to
permit an animal to easily enter and exit the structure at wall.

A Turther object of the present invention 1s to provide an
insulated amimal enclosure configured with draining means
therein to permit the evacuation of liquid from inside the
structure, such as, for example, from condensation.
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Yet another object of the present invention 1s to provide an
insulated animal enclosure that 1s not reliant on electrical or
battery power.

It 1s also an object of the present invention to provide an
insulated animal enclosure that 1s {free from noise and/or
vibrations.

Another object of the present invention 1s to provide an
insulated animal enclosure that permits a pet owner to leave
their animal unattended for extended periods of time without
having to worry about the pet sullering from discomiort due
to excessive heat or cold possibly leading to heatstroke,
frostbite, and 1n extreme cases, even death.

In accordance with a first aspect of the invention, an
insulated animal enclosure 1s configured to be conveniently
maintained at a cool and comiortable interior temperature.
The insulated amimal enclosure includes an mnner habitat and
an outer housing. The outer housing includes an opening
configured to receive the mner habitat therein and substan-
tially surrounds the inner habitat at a spaced-apart distance
thereof. Cooling means are placed within the spaced-apart
distance between the outer housing and the inner habitat to
assist 1n maintaining a controlled temperature environment.
The 1nner habitat additionally includes an opening therein to
allow an animal to enter and exit the structure at will.

These and other objects, features, and advantages of the
present mvention will become more readily apparent from
the attached drawings and the detailed description of the
preferred embodiments, which follow.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The preferred embodiments of the invention will herein-
alter be described in conjunction with the appended draw-
ings provided to illustrate and not to limit the invention,
where like designations denote like elements, and 1n which:

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of the msulated animal
enclosure showing the inner habitat, cooling means, and
water bottle before assembly 1n the outer housing 1n accor-
dance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of the imnsulated animal
enclosure with the cover portion of the outer housing
removed showing the inner habitat, cooling means, and
water bottle after assembly in the outer housing 1n accor-
dance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 1s a perspective view of the mnsulated animal
enclosure completely assembled 1n accordance with a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 4 1s a front view showing the insulated animal
enclosure completely assembled and 1n use by an animal 1n
accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

Like reference numerals refer to like parts throughout the
several views of the drawings.

L1l

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Shown throughout the figures, the present mvention 1s
generally directed to an insulated animal enclosure 10
configured to be convemently maintained at a cool and
comiortable 1nterior temperature.

The insulated amimal enclosure 10 includes an inner
habitat 30 and an outer housing 20. The outer housing 30
may be configured 1 any of a variety of different ways
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without departing from the present invention. In a most
preferred embodiment, the outer housing 20 will be config-
ured as an mjection molded container formed from polyeth-
ylene, polypropylene, plastic by injection molding, or any of
a variety of other similar materials. Although a number of
different shapes may be utilized for the outer housing 20, 1t

will preferably be formed with a bottom portion 28 having
a plurality of upstanding side walls 24, and a cover portion
22 as shown throughout the figures. The bottom portion 28,
plurality of upstanding side walls 24, and cover portion 22
of the outer housing will preferably be filled with an
insulative material. It will be appreciated by those skilled 1n
the art that any of a wide variety of known materials having,
insulative properties may be utilized for this purpose includ-
ing polystyrene foam, Styrofoam, and the like.

As best 1llustrated 1n FIG. 1, the outer housing 20 waill
include an opening 25 therein to permit mnsertion of the iner
habitat 30 therein. FIG. 1 shows the inner habitat 30 before
insertion into the outer housing 20 of the insulated animal
enclosure 10 of the present invention. A perspective view of
the 1insulated animal enclosure 1s shown 1n FIG. 2 with the
cover portion 22 of the outer housing 20 removed showing
the 1nner habitat 30, and other components that will be
described later, after assembly in the outer housing 20 1n
accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present
invention. If desired, handles 40 may be provided as shown
to enable convenient transport of the insulated animal enclo-
sure 10 of the present invention. In one specific embodiment
of the mvention, a commercially available cooler may be
utilized after having an opening 25 cut therein and other
modifications performed as described in more detail herein.

The inner habitat 30 of the insulated animal enclosure of
the present invention 1s configured to be positioned within
the outer housing 20 1n a spaced-apart manner as illustrated
throughout the figures. In a preferred embodiment, the inner
habitat 30 will include a bottom portion 32 and a top portion
34. In the preferred embodiment, the mner habitat 30 will
include a relatively tlat bottom portion 32 with a top portion
34 extending upwards therefrom to form a hollow habitable
interior therein. The top portion 34 may be configured in any
of a wide variety of known shapes without departing from
the present invention. Preferably, the top portion 34 will
include a plurality of upstanding sidewalls supporting a roof
thereupon. The sidewalls and roof may be formed as a
one-piece unitary structure, if desired, and shaped in a
generally mailbox-like structure as shown throughout the
figures. In one specific embodiment of the present invention,
the inner habitat 30 may indeed be comprised of a standard
U.S. mail box with the door removed, if desired, to permit
casy igress and egress for an animal.

As shown 1in FIGS. 1-3, the inner habitat 30 of the
insulated animal enclosure 10 will preferably include a
plurality of drain apertures 33 therein to permit the evacu-
ation of water that collects within the 1nner habitat 30 due to
condensation, rain, or a variety of other factors. The bottom
portion 32 of the inner habitat 30 may be sloped towards
these drain apertures 35, 1f desired, to aid drainage of excess
water. Additionally, as shown 1n FIGS. 1-3, a drain aperture
2’7 may be formed 1n the outer housing 20 as well so that any
excess water collected within the structure 1s evacuated
outside the insulated animal enclosure. In the preferred
embodiment, the drain aperture 27 will be a capped drain
aperture, not a continuous draining hole. It will be appreci-
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4

ated by those skilled 1n the art that the drain aperture 27 of
the outer housing 20 may be formed 1n any of a wide variety
of differing configurations without departing from the
present invention. IT desired, the inner surface of the bottom
portion 28 may be sloped towards the drain aperture 27 to
aid drainage ol excess water.

Additionally, as shown 1n the figures, the outer housing 20
will include an opeming 26 for a water bottle nozzle 52 so
that a water bottle 50 may be placed within the outer housing
20 with the water bottle nozzle 52 extending therethru as
best illustrated in FIG. 2.

The inner habitat 30 of the insulated amimal enclosure 10
will be configured for placement 1n a relatively spaced-apart
manner from the side walls 24 and cover portion 22 of the
outer housing 20 as illustrated throughout the figures. As
such, 1n a preferred embodiment of the present invention,
cooling means 60 may be placed inside the outer housing 20
as shown so as to cool the inner habitat 30 as desired. Any
of a wide variety of cooling means 60 may be utilized
without departing from the present invention. For example,
the cooling means 60 may include 1ce, 1ce packs, cooling gel
packs, and the like. In a preferred embodiment, the cooling
means 60 will include reusable gel packs as illustrated in
FIGS. 1-2.

Since many modifications, variations, and changes in
detail can be made to the described preferred embodiments
of the invention, i1t 1s intended that all matters in the
foregoing description and shown in the accompanying draw-
ings be interpreted as illustrative and not 1n a limiting sense.
Thus, the scope of the invention should be determined by the
appended claims and their legal equivalence.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An imsulated animal enclosure, comprising:
a substantially enclosed inner habitat having an opening

therein for animal 1ngress and egress, said inner habitat
having a bottom portion and a top portion extending
upwardly therefrom so as to form a hollow habitable
interior,

an outer housing configured to substantially surround said
inner habitat at a spaced-apart distance thereof and
comprising a bottom portion, a plurality of upstanding
sidewalls extending upwardly from said bottom por-
tion, and a removable cover portion, said outer housing
configured to enclose a water bottle and containing an
opening to extend a nozzle of said water bottle there-
through;

at least one of said upstanding sidewalls having an
opening therein corresponding to said opening of said
inner habitat so as to permit ammal 1ngress and egress
to said inner habitat, and

cooling means placed within said spaced-apart distance
between said outer housing and said inner habitat.

2. An msulated animal enclosure comprising:
a substantially enclosed inner habitat having an opening

therein for animal 1ngress and egress, said inner habitat
having a bottom portion and a top portion extending
upwardly therefrom so as to form a hollow habitable
interior,

an 1insulated outer housing configured to substantially
surround said inner habitat at a spaced-apart distance
thereol and comprising a bottom portion, a plurality of
upstanding sidewalls extending upwardly from said
bottom portion, and a removable cover portion, said
outer housing outer housing configured to enclose a
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water bottle and containing an opening to extend a
nozzle of said water bottle therethrough:;

at least one of said upstanding sidewalls having an
opening therein corresponding to said opening of said
inner habitat so as to permit animal ingress and egress
to said inner habitat, and

cooling means placed within said spaced-apart distance
between said outer housing and said inner habitat.

3. An insulated animal enclosure comprising:

an 1nner habitat formed from a mailbox having a hollow
habitable interior with a bottom portion, a top portion
extending upwardly therefrom, and an opening for
amimal 1ngress and egress,

an outer housing formed from an insulated cooler and
configured to substantially surround said inner habitat
at a spaced-apart distance thereof,
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said insulated cooler comprising a bottom portion, a
plurality of upstanding sidewalls extending upwardly
from said bottom portion, and a removable cover
portion,

at least one upstanding sidewall of said insulated cooler
having an opening therein to correspond to said open-

ing of said inner habitat;
cooling means placed within said spaced-apart distance,

between said mailbox and said insulated cooler; and

a water bottle contained within said insulated cooler, the

water bottle having a nozzle configured to extend
through a side wall of said insulated cooler.
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