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METHOD FOR OPERATING A DISH
WASHING MACHINE, AND A
CORRESPONDING DISH WASHING
MACHINE

This 1s a Divisional of U.S. patent application Ser. No.
10/459,815, which 1s a U.S. national stage of PCT/EPO1/

13846 filed 27 Nov. 2001 now U.S. Pat. No. 6,994,098,
which claims priority to German Patent Application
10064120.2 filed 21 Dec. 2000.

The 1nvention relates to a method for operating a dish
washing machine 1n accordance with the preamble of Claim
1.

Dish washing machines are known, 1n which a washing
tub can be sealed tight by a door. When this door 1s opened
during operation the liquid supply to spraying devices 1is
interrupted as fast as possible, so that the operator and the
surroundings are not sprayed with washing liquid.

WO 93/12°706 Al also discloses a dish washing machine,
in which two superposed receptacles, retractable from the
housing, of the same size and with tub-like wash spaces are
provided 1n the housing of the dish washing machine. When
these receptacles are withdrawn the liquid supply to spray-
ing devices 1s disrupted for the above reason as fast as
possible.

Dish washing machines are also known in which the
goods to be washed pass through a tunnel-like washing tub
by means of a conveyor, so-called through-feed dish wash-
ing machines. Also when access 1s made to this washing tub
the liquid supply to spraying devices i1s iterrupted for the
abovementioned reason as fast as possible.

With all types of dish washing machines i1t occurs repeat-
edly that the spraying openings of the spraying device clog
up partly or completely over time due to deposits, in
particular lime deposits, so that insuflicient or no washing
liquid can pass through the spraying openings. This leads to
poor cleaning results.

Such clogging of the spraying openings 1s not or barely
recognisable for the operator of the dish washing machine,
such that no assistance can be given.

The object of the invention 1s for the operator of a dish
washing machine of any kind to easily recognise when the
spraying openings become clogged.

The solution to this problem 1s 1n a method for operating,
a dish washing machine according to the present invention,
in that also when the washing tub 1s accessible the pump can
be switched on and washing liquid can be supplied, whereby,
however, the flow rate of the washing liquid through the
openings 1s reduced simultaneously to the extent as to
prevent washing liquid from spraying out of the open
washing tub and into the free surrounding area. The operator
of a dish washing machine can thus observe the spraying
device when the washing tub i1s accessible and recognise
whether washing liquid 1s exiting from all spraying open-
ings, or he can ascertain whether a varying quantity of
washing liquid 1s exiting from different spraying openings.
This 1s a sign that there 1s at least one instance of partial
clogging of the respective spraying openings. In dish wash-
ing machines with a door this test program can be selected
when the door 1s open, in dish washing machines with
retractable receptacles with a withdrawn receptacle, in
through-feed dish washing machines with accessible wash-
ing tub e.g. by partially opened, raised or tilted tunnel-like
covering of the washing tub. The operator can then indi-
vidually clean the aflected spraying openings, again guar-
anteeing trouble-iree flow of the washing liquid through the
spraying openings. With the mvention 1t 1s possible for the
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operator of a dish washing machine of any kind to easily
recognise clogging of the spraying openings.

A simple possibility for reducing the flow rate 1s that
depending on the open position of the washing tub the pump
speed drops, so that 1ts feed capacity 1s reduced to the extent
that the washing liquid does not spray out into the free
surrounding area. Depending on the open position of the
washing tub the electric control circuit of the pump can be
allected 1n order to decrease 1ts feed capacity. In the process
it 1s possible at first to shift down to a specific minimum tlow
rate. There 1s then the possibility of regulating a flow rate of
the pump suitable for checking purposes by using a control
member placed in the control circuit of the pump and
manually adjustable, for example a potentiometer.

Reducing the flow rate can also be achieved in that
depending on the open position of the washing tub at least
one throttle element placed in the supply line from the pump
to the spray unit and reducing the tlow rate 1s activated. In
this case the pump can be operated at normal capacity and
the throttle element manages to decrease the flow rate. At the
same time 1t can again be an advantage for the flow rate of
the throttle element to be regulated.

A pressure-reduction valve can be used as throttle ele-
ment. There 1s also the possibility of providing a diaphragm
clement as throttle element, whose diaphragm opeming 1s
adjusted by means of a drive, member controlled depending
on the open position of the washing tub in the direction of
reduced penetrability, or of using a valve controlled in the
two-stroke method, whereby the two-stroke control 1s set in
motion depending on the open position. of the washing tub.

The mitial task with a dish washing machine operated
according to the abovedescribed method 1s solved 1n that a
control element 1s provided, by which, when the washing tub
1s accessible, the pump can be switched on directly or
indirectly and the supply of washing liquid can be released,
in that also a sensor detecting the open position of the
washing tub 1s present, via which throttling of the flow rate
of washing liquid through the spraying openings 1s triggered
when the washing tub 1s accessible. The control element can
be used to activate a test program, by which the pump 1s also
switched on and the supply of washing liquid 1s released
when the washing tub 1s accessible. At the same time the
flow rate at the spraying openmings 1s reduced by the sensor
detecting the open position of the washing tub. In this way
it 15 possible to supervise the penetrability of the spraying
openings without the risk of the washing liquid escaping
from the washing tub.

The sensor can be switched on depending on actuating the
control element activating the test program.

It 1s eflective 1, via a control signal of the sensor, the
clectric control circuit of the pump 1s intluenced 1n the sense
of a decrease in the flow capacity of the pump. Via i1ts
clectric control circuit the pump can gear down 1ts speed and
thus 1its tlow capacity to the extent that no washing liquid
sprays out of the washing tub.

Another possibility for reducing the flow rate 1s that
arranged 1n the supply line from the pump to the spraying
device 1s a throttle element which can be regulated 1n its tlow
rate by a control signal of the sensor.

Advantageously, a pressure-reduction valve or a dia-
phragm element can be provided as throttle element, whose
diaphragm opening can be adjusted by a control signal of the
sensor 1n terms of decreasing the flow rate. If such throttle
clements are used, then the pump can also be operated
during checking of the penetrability of the spraying open-
ings at its normal capacity.
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By way of an embodiment illustrated 1n the diagram in
schematic form the invention will be explained hereinbelow
in greater detail.

The sole figure of the drawings 1s a side elevational view,
in partial section, of an mmventive embodiment of a dish-
washing machine having a tub fitted with spraying openings
tor the supply therethrough of washing liquid into the tub, a
control element for controlling the supply of washing liquid,
and a sensor for detecting a tub open position and for
throttling the tlow rate of washing liquid.

A dish washing machine 1s referenced by 1, and has 1n the
illustrated embodiment a retractable receptacle 2 with a
trough-like washing tub 3. Arranged in the washing tub 3 1s
a spraying device 4 which has spray arms 6 fitted with
spraying openings 5. In the 1llustrated embodiment the spray
arms 6 are arranged pivotably. Via a pump 8 incorporated
under the receptacle 2, and driven by an electromotor 7,
washing liquid 1s supplied to the spray arms 6 via a supply
line pipe 10 connected to the pump outlet 9. The washing
liquid then exits the spraying openings 3 and 1s sprayed onto
the dishes to be cleaned stacked in the washing tub 3. The
washing liquid 1s fed to the pump 8 via a supply line 11.

Arranged 1n the supply line pipe 10 in the illustrated
embodiment 1s an adjustable throttle element 12. The throttle
clement 12 1s controlled by a control signal exiting from a
sensor 13 detecting the open position of the washing tub 2,
in such a way that the throttle element 12 1s switched to
mimmal flow rate by this control signal emitted by the
sensor 13 only when the washing tub 2 1s in the open
position.

To be able to carry out checking the penetrability of the
spraying openings 5 when the washing tub 3 1s accessible,
a control element 14, e.g. a key 1s provided and when this 1s
actuated both the electromotor 7 1s switched on and also a
valve 15 arranged 1n the supply line 11 can be released. In
this way also when the washing tub 3 is accessible, namely
with the receptacle 2 withdrawn, the washing liquid can be
supplied.

When the control element 14 1s actuated the feed of
washing liquid can begin. It at the same time the receptacle
2 1s then withdrawn. and the washing tub 3 also 1s accessible,
the flow rate of washing liquid through the spraying open-
ings 5 1s then reduced by the sensor 13 to the extent that
there 1s no strong stream at the spraying openings 5, which
might exit from the washing tub 3. The operator of the dish
washing machine can therefore, without the risk of being
sprayed, observe the individual spraying openings 5 and
check their unhindered penetrability when the washing tub
3 1s accessible. In the event of deficient penetrability the
allected spraying openings 5 can then be cleaned 1individu-
ally.

In a dish washing machine, 1n which a washing tub can be
sealed tight by a door, when the test program 1s selected by
the operator and simultaneously when the door 1s open the
flow rate of washing liquid through the spraying openings 1s
reduced to the extent that there 1s no strong stream at the
spraying openings, which might escape from the wash tub
through the open doorway, so that the individual spraying
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openings can be observed and cleaned individually as
required. In a through-feed dish washing machine, in which
the washing tub lies under a tunnel-like cover, the test
program 1s selected by the operator when the washing tub 1s
accessible e.g. with the tunnel-like covering of the washing
tub partly open, raised or tilted the flow rate of washing
liquid through the spraying openings is reduced to the extent
that there 1s no strong stream at the spraying opemngs,
which might escape from the washing tub 1 so that the
individual spraying openings can be observed and cleaned
individually 1f required.

The mvention makes 1t possible for the operator of dish
washing machines of any kind to easily recognise when the
spraying openings become clogged.

The mvention claimed 1s:

1. A dish washing machine including a washing tub with
a spraying device in the tub fitted with spraying openings
supplied with washing liquid from a pump coupled thereto
for spraying the washing liquid into the tub, comprising:

a control element actuatable for switching on said pump
and supplying said washing liqud when said tub 1is
open and accessible; and

a sensor for detecting said tub open position and for
triggering throttling of the flow rate of said washing
liquad through said spraying openings to a reduced tlow
rate that 1s greater than a complete absence of tlow of
said washing liquid through said spraying openings yet
lesser than the respective flow rate of said washing
liguid 1immediately prior to said throttling of the tlow
rate of said washing liquid to thereby reduce said flow
rate when said tub 1s accessible.

2. The machine according to claim 1, including said

sensor 1s activated independently of said control element
actuation.

3. The machine according to claim 1, including said
sensor providing a control signal to a control circuit of said
pump for reducing the feed rate of said pump.

4. The machine according to claim 1, including a supply
line connecting said pump to said spraying device and a
throttle element 1n said line which regulates said tlow rate in
response to a control signal coupled to it from said sensor.

5. The machine according to claim 4, including said
throttle element 1s a pressure-reduction valve.

6. The machine according to claim 4, including said
throttle element 1s a diaphragm element whose diaphragm
opening 1s adjustable 1n response to a control signal coupled
to 1t from said sensor to reduce said tlow rate.

7. The machine according to claim 1, including said
sensor detects said tub open position and triggers throttling,
of the flow rate of said washing liquid through said spraying
openings to a reduced flow rate less than the respective tlow
rate of said washing liquid immediately prior to said throt-
tling of the flow rate of said washing liquid yet still suflicient
for a user to visually observe the respective tlow of said
washing liquid through said spraying openings.
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