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FIG. 1 (PRIOR ART)
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FIG. 2 (PRIOR ART)

FIG. 3 (PRIOR ART)
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FIG. 4 (PRIOR ART)
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FIG. 5 (PRIOR ART)
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HALFTONE PROCESSING METHOD IN
LASER PRINTER AND APPARATUS USING
THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)
of Korean Patent Application No. 10-2004-0054703, filed 1n
the Korean Intellectual Property Oflice on Jul. 14, 2004, the
entire disclosure of which 1s hereby incorporated by refer-
ence.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a laser printer. More
particularly, the present mnvention relates to a halftone pro-
cessing method for improving print quality by correcting the
variation in light intensity on a photoconductive drum, and
an apparatus using the same.

2. Description of the Related Art

Printers are currently the most popular device for produc-
ing the results from a personal computer (PC) into hard
copies for veritying, maintaining and transmitting, and are a
fundamental component of multi-function printers, facsimi-
les, electronic cash registers, and automatic teller machines
(ATMs).

Modern 1nk jet printers and laser printers have replaced
carlier daisy wheel printers, dot matrix printers and line
printers to become two of the most popular types of printers.

A laser printer uses physical elements such as toner, a
light beam (as provided by a laser or LED array), electro-
static attraction, heat, and pressure to produce desired
results. The core technique of the laser printing method 1s
clectrostatic attraction.

FIG. 1 1s a schematic structural diagram of a conventional
laser printer. Referring to FIG. 1, the laser printer includes
a printing unit 100, which prints an 1mage onto a paper S, an
output path 240, a reversal path 250, a paper feed cassette
200, a pickup roller 201, and a feed roller 210.

The printing unit 100 includes a charger 120, a laser
scanning unit (LSU) 130, a photoconductive drum 110,
developers 140 filled with developing agents, a transfer belt
150, a transfer roller 160, and a fixing unit 170. The printing
unit 100 prints an 1mage onto a paper S using electropho-
tography. The printing unit 100 can print a color 1image and
thus, includes four developers 140 that are filled with
developing agents for black (K), cyan (C), magenta (M), and
yellow (Y) respectively.

A procedure of forming an image using the printing unit
100 will now be briefly described. First, the charger 120
supplies an electric charge to the photoconductive drum 110
to thereby charge the photoconductive drum 110. Next, an
exposure 1s performed to form an electrostatic latent image
on the photoconductive drum 110. If the LSU 130 scans light
which corresponds to information regarding a yellow color
for example, onto the photoconductive drum 110, a yellow
clectrostatic latent 1mage 1s formed due to the differences 1n
clectric potential between portions where light was scanned
and other portions. Next, the developer 140 supplies devel-
oping agent to the electrostatic latent 1image to develop the
clectrostatic latent 1mage and form a yellow toner image.
The toner 1mage 1s then transierred to the transfer belt 150.

After the transier of the yellow toner image to the transfer
belt 150, magenta, cyan, and black toner images are sequen-
tially transierred to the transter belt 150 using the same
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method as described above, superimposing these toner
images with the yellow toner image. As a result, a color
toner 1mage 1s formed on the transfer belt 150. The color
toner 1mage 1s then transierred onto paper S passing between
the transfer belt 150 and the transfer roller 160, and heat and
pressure are applied to the paper to fix the color toner 1image
onto the paper. Accordingly, a color image 1s obtained.
FIG. 2 1s a detailed structural diagram of the LSU 130 of
FIG. 1. The LSU 130 forms an electrostatic latent image by
scanning an optical signal, such as a laser beam, over a

photoconductive medium, such as a photoconductive drum
310.

Referring to FIG. 2, the LSU 130 includes a light source
307, a rotating polygon mirror 309 driven by a motor (not
shown) for reflecting a laser beam emitted from the light
source 307, an 1-0 lens 315 for focusing the laser beam
reflected by the rotary polygon mirror 309 onto the surface
of the photoconductive drum 310 to form a spot with an
appropriate diameter along a scanning line 318, and a
reflecting mirror 320 located along an optical path between
the 1-0 lens 3135 and the photoconductive drum 310 to reflect
an incident beam so that the laser beam passing through the
t-0 lens 315 1s directed toward the photoconductive drum
310. An electrostatic latent image 1s formed on the photo-
conductive drum 310 by switching the light source 307 on
and off.

A collimating lens 322 1s provided for converting an
incident beam into a parallel beam, and a cylindrical lens
335 1s provided for converging the parallel beam onto a
reflective surface of the rotary polygon mirror 309, and are
both located along the optical path between the light source
307 and the rotary polygon mirror 309. A laser beam
detector 325 1s further provided and equipped to detect the
position where the scanning line 318 starts.

Here, the laser beam emitted from the light source 307 1s
converted into the parallel beam by the collimating lens 322,
and the parallel beam passes through the cylindrical lens 335
and 1s retlected by the rotary polygon mirror 309. The beam
reflected by the rotary polygon mirror 309 passes through
the 1-0 lens 315, and the reflecting mirror 320 changes the
optical path of the beam so that the beam 1s focused on the
photoconductive drum 310 to form the spot at a point along
the scanning line 318 of the photoconductive drum 310.

In a laser printer, a phenomenon can occur wherein the
resolution 1s inferior at the edges of the paper than in the
center, since the mtensity of the laser beam 1s lower at the
edges of the photoconductive drum 310 than 1n the center.

Referring to FIG. 3, the incident angle of a laser beam
being incident to the rotary polygon mirror 309 varies
according to the rotation of the rotary polygon mirror 309.
In general, the retlection rate of the rotary polygon mirror
309 is best when the incident angle 1s 45° and gradually
decreases as the incident angle 1s deviated from the angle of
45°. Accordingly, the intensity of the laser beam 1s the
strongest at the center of the photoconductive drum 310 and
weakens towards the edges.

The reflection ratio of the 1-0 lens 315 also aflects the
variation of the light intensity on the photoconductive drum
310, since the reflection rate of the edges of the 1-0 lens 315
1s inferior to that at the center.

FIG. 3 1s a graph obtained by measuring the intensity of
receiving beams on the photoconductive drum 310. In FIG.
3, the horizontal axis indicates the distance from the center
of the photoconductive drum 310, and the vertical axis
indicates the intensity of beams received at the correspond-
ing positions. Individual plots of the graph indicate the
intensity of beams measured with respect to different LSUs
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#2, #3, #4 and #5, respectively. As shown m FIG. 3, the
intensity of the beams 1s strongest at the center of the
photoconductive drum 310 and weaker towards the edges.
Specifically, the intensity of the beams 1s detected at a value
of 0.3 mW at the center of the photoconductive drum 310,
and at a value of 0.255 mW to 0.272 mW at the edges. The
plots of the graph shown in FIG. 3 are obtained by measur-
ing the itensity of a recerving beam on the photoconductive
drum 310 using an optical power meter.

The variation in the intensity of the beams on the photo-
conductive drum 310 causes uneven printing quality or
resolution deterioration at the edges of the paper.

Accordingly, a need exists for a system and method for
correcting the variation in the intensity of a beam generated
on a photoconductive drum.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a halftone processing
method for improving printing quality by correcting the
variation in the intensity of a beam generated on a photo-
conductive drum 1n a laser printer.

The present invention also provides a halitone processing
apparatus suitable for using the halftone processing method
for improving printing quality.

According to an aspect of the present invention, a halftone
processing method 1s provided for improving printing qual-
ity by correcting the variation in the intensity of a beam
generated on a photoconductive drum 1n a laser printer, the
method comprising the steps of preparing a plurality of
dithering functions, detecting a position where 1image data
for forming an electrostatic latent 1image 1s scanned on the
photoconductive drum, selecting one of the plurality of
dithering functions according to the detected scanning posi-
tion, and halftone-processing the image data using the
selected dithering function.

According to another aspect of the present invention, a
halitone processing apparatus 1s provided for correcting the
variation 1n the intensity of a beam generated on a photo-
conductive drum 1n a laser printer, the apparatus comprising
a dithering function memory in which a plurality of dither-
ing functions are stored, and a image data processing unit for
selecting one of the plurality of dithering functions stored 1n
the dithering function memory according to a position where
image data for forming an electrostatic latent 1mage 1is
scanned on the photoconductive drum, and for performing a
halftone process for image data to be printed from the laser
printer using the selected dithering function.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other features and advantages of the
present invention will become more apparent by describing,
in detail exemplary embodiments thereol with reference to
the attached drawings 1n which:

FIG. 1 1s a schematic structural diagram of a conventional
laser printer;

FIG. 2 1s a detailed structural diagram of an LSU of FIG.

1,

FIG. 3 1s a graph obtained by measuring the intensity of
receiving beams on a photoconductive drum;

FIG. 4 1s a block diagram of a circuit of a conventional
laser printer;

FIG. 5 1s a flowchart of an image data processing method
to which a conventional halftone processing method 1s
applied;
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FIG. 6 1s an example of the dithering functions used in the
conventional halftone processing method illustrated 1n FIG.
S;

FIG. 7 1s a flowchart of an 1image data processing method
to which a halftone processing method according to an
embodiment of the present invention 1s applied;

FIG. 8 1s a conceptual diagram of a halftone processing,
method according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIGS. 9A and 9B are examples of the dithering functions
used 1 a halftone processing method according to an
embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 10 1s a block diagram of a circuit of a laser printer
including a halftone processing apparatus according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

I'hroughout the drawings, like reference numerals will be
understood to refer to like parts, components and structures.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinatter, the present invention will now be described
more tully with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which a number of exemplary embodiments of the present
invention are shown.

An apparatus for correcting the variation in the intensity
of a beam according to an embodiment of the present
invention substantially solves the problems associated with
the conventional devices by correcting the variation 1n the
intensity of a beam on a photoconductive drum of a laser
printer.

Specifically, the apparatus according to an embodiment of
the present invention corrects the variation in the intensity of
a beam on the edges of the photoconductive drum by
performing different halftone processes on the center and the
edges of the photoconductive drum. Here, critical values of
the dithering functions on the center and the edges of the
photoconductive drum are different.

FIG. 4 1s a block diagram of a circuit of a conventional
laser printer 400. Referring to FIG. 4, the laser printer 400
includes an 1mage data input module 402, an image data
processing module 404, a pulse width modulator 406, a laser
diode 408, a laser beam detector 410, and a clock generator
412.

The image data input module 402 1inputs 1mage data to be
printed from the laser printer 400. The 1mage data process-
ing module 404 converts the 1mage data output from the
image data mput module 402 into image data of a CMY
color space processed by the laser printer 400, and performs
a halftone process on the image data to satisly gradient
reproducibility of the laser printer 400.

The CMYK color signals output from the image data
processing module 404 are sequentially provided to the laser
diode 408 of an LSU (not shown) after passing through the
pulse width modulator 406.

A laser beam output from the laser diode 408 forms an
clectrostatic latent image on a photoconductive drum 310.
Here, the operation of the image data processing module 404
1s synchronized with the laser beam detector 410

FIG. 5 illustrates a flowchart of an 1mage data processing,
method to which a conventional halftone processing method
1s applied.

In the method of FIG. 5, 1t 1s first determined whether
input image data 1s color image data in operation S502. If the
input 1mage data 1s not color image data, a mono 1image data
processing operation comprised of operations S512 and
S514 1s performed.
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If the mput 1image data 1s color image data, a color video
processing operation comprised of operations S504 through
S510 15 performed.

The color image data i1s color-converted 1n operation
S504. That 1s, the color image data of an RGB color space
1s converted nto color image data of the CMY color space
to be processed by a laser printer. Here, C indicates cyan, M

indicates magenta, Y indicates yellow, and K 1indicates
black.

In operation S506, gray component reduction (GCR) and
under color removal (UCR) 1s performed on the converted
color 1image data of the CMY color space, and a black video
signal K, which 1s a gray component, is extracted. The GCR
1s one of the methods used when an RGB color image 1s
converted mnto a CMYK color image. A black color in the
CMYK color image 1s substituted for a color of a region to
be printed with a gray color 1n the RGB color image using,
the GCR. That 1s, a portion where RGB values 1n the RGB
color space of an 1mage are the same, 1s substituted with the
black color 1n the CMY color space of the image. Such a
substitution 1s preferred since the black color produces better
in a printing result than the gray color.

The UCR 1s another one of the methods used when an
RGB color image 1s converted into a CMYK color image. A
CMYK component of a portion printed with a dark color 1s
removed to reduce the amount of ik using the UCR. The
UCR 1s used to reduce the amount of ink used, rather than
to change the color of the image.

The black 1mage data (that 1s, a K signal) extracted in
operation S506 1s processed mnto the mono i1mage data

processing operation that 1s comprised of operations S512
and S514.

A color matching process 1s then performed on the other
color image data (that 1s, the C, M and Y signals) 1n
operation S508. In general, the color matching 1s performed
using an ICC profile. The ICC profile was enacted by an
international organization called the International Color
Consortium (ICC) to standardize the processing of colors
between different digital devices. Monitors, scanners and
printers can all represent different ranges of colors, which
may not coincide with one another. For example, printers
may not represent colors that monitors can represent, and
colors that can be represented by scanners or digital cameras
may not be represented on some monitors or printers. This
color representation range means that some colors shown on
a monitor may not be capable of being normally output by
a printer. The ICC profile solves this basic color range
problem. The ICC profile indicates color conversion infor-
mation between a standard color space and a device. If a
photo 1mage 1s read using a scanner or a digital camera on
the basis of the ICC profile, color abnormality or loss of
color information can be largely prevented.

After the color matching process 1s performed, the color
image data (that 1s, the C, M and Y signals) 1s halftone-
processed with screening and dithering 1n operation S510,

and 1s output to the pulse width modulator 406 shown 1n
FIG. 4.

The screening converts a composition angle of a CMY
component used 1n screen printing. The dithering converts
high gradient image data into low gradient 1image data that
can be processed by the printer. Since the gradient repro-
ducibility of a printer 1s lower than that of 1mage data, the
gradient of the image data 1s lowered using dithering.

The halftone processing operation S3510 1s actually per-
formed by making the angles of the dithering functions
applied to the CMY signals different from each other.
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In the mono 1mage data processing operation, gamma
correction 1s performed to correct linearity on the black
image data K 1n operation S512, and the black image data K
1s halftone-processed with screening and dithering 1n opera-
tion S514, similar to the color 1image data processing opera-

tion S510, and 1s then output to the pulse width modulator
406 shown i FIG. 4.

The pulse width modulator 406 sequentially outputs
CMYK signals to the laser diode 408 of the LSU by
synchronizing the CMYK signals with a line control signal
output from the laser beam detector 410.

FIG. 6 1s an example of the dithering functions used 1n the
conventional halftone processing method 1llustrated in FIG.
5. A 4x4 dithering function 1s shown in FIG. 6. In the
dithering function, each lattice corresponds to a pixel posi-
tion, and each lattice value indicates a masking value of a
corresponding pixel. For example, a value “1” of the top leit
position of the dithering function shown in FIG. 6, 1s a
masking value of a pixel of a corresponding position. The
value “1” means that the pixel of the corresponding position
1s printed with a corresponding color (for example, the black
color) only when the value of the pixel of the corresponding
position 1s larger than or equal to 1. When the gradient
reproducibility of the dithering function is 16 (that is, 2*) as
shown 1n FIG. 6, actually the most significant four bits of
image data are compared with the masking value. For
example, even 1f the image data 1s represented with 10 bats,
the halftone process 1s performed using the most significant
four bits according to the gradient reproducibility of 16 of
the dithering function.

The dithering tunction shown in FIG. 6 has values of 1
through 16. The lowest value “1” 1s called a critical value.

In the halftone processing operation S510, the screening,
and halftone processes are actually simultaneously per-
formed by making the angles of the dithering functions
applied to the color image data (that 1s, CMY signals)
different from each other, that 1s, by applying the dithering
functions (or masks) shown 1n FIG. 6 to the color image data
with predetermined angles corresponding to various colors.

In the conventional halftone processing method, the same
dithering functions are used for the edges and the center of
the photoconductive drum 310 as shown 1n FIG. 6.

In the embodiments of the present invention, the strength
of a laser beam 1s 1ncreased at the edges of a photoconduc-
tive drum by applying different dithering functions to the
edges and the center of the photoconductive drum when a
halftone process for gradient conversion on the image data
1s performed. That 1s, the variation 1n light intensity on the
photoconductive drum 1s corrected by increasing the

strength of the laser beam at the edges of the photoconduc-
tive drum.

FIG. 7 1llustrates a flowchart of an 1image data processing,
method to which a halftone processing method according to
an embodiment of the present invention 1s applied.

In the method of FIG. 7, 1t 1s first determined whether
input image data 1s color image data in operation S702. If the
input 1mage data 1s not color image data, a mono 1image data

processing operation comprised of operations S714 through
S718 1s performed.

If the input 1mage data 1s color 1mage data, a color video

processing operation comprised of operations S704 through
S712 1s performed.

The color image data i1s color-converted 1 operation
S704. That 1s, the color image data of the RGB color space
1s converted into color image data of the CMY color space
to be processed by a laser printer.
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In operation S706, the GCR and UCR processes are
performed on the converted color image data of the CMY
color space, and a black video signal K, which 1s a gray
component, 1s extracted.

The black 1image data (that 1s, the K signal), which 1s the
gray component extracted from among the converted
CMYK 1mage data of the CMY color space, 1s processed 1n
the mono image data processing operation comprised of
operations S714 through S718.

A color matching process on the color image data (that 1s,
the C, M and Y signals) 1s performed 1n operation S708.

The dithering functions to be applied to the color image
data (that 1s , the C, M and Y signals) are selected 1n
operation S710. The dithering functions are stored 1n a color
dithering function memory. The dithering functions are
selected on the basis of a pixel position on a photoconduc-
tive drum, that 1s, the distance from the center of the
photoconductive drum. In this description of an embodiment
of the present invention, one dithering function 1s selected
for and applied to the C, M and Y signals. However, 1t will
be understood that different dithering functions can be
applied to the respective CMY signals.

The color image data (that 1s, the C, M and Y signals) 1s
then halftone-processed with screening and dithering using,
the selected dithering functions 1n operation S712, and 1s
output to the pulse width modulator 406.

In the mono 1mage data processing operation, gamma
correction to correct linearity on the black image data K 1s
performed 1n operation S714.

The dithering functions to be applied to the black image
data K are selected in operation S716. The dithering func-
tions are stored in a black and white dithering function
memory. The dithering functions here are also selected on
the basis of a pixel position on a photoconductive drum, that
1s, the distance from the center of the photoconductive drum.

The black 1image data 1s then halftone-processed with the
screening and the dithering in operation S718, and 1s output
to the pulse width modulator 406.

In this description of an embodiment of the present
invention, different dithering functions are applied to the
color signals and the black and white signal. However, the
same dithering function can be applied to both the color
signals and the black and white signal. That 1s, one of
dithering functions 1s selected according to the distance from
the center of the photoconductive drum, and the selected
dithering function can be applied to the color signals and the
black and white signal.

FIG. 8 1s a conceptual diagram of a halftone processing
method according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion. Referring to FIG. 8, the surface of a photoconductive
drum 310 1s divided into four regions #1 through #4 along
the length of the photoconductive drum, and different dith-
ering functions DH1 through DH4 are applied to the respec-
tive regions. The dithering function for each 1s selected
according to the position where each pixel 1s scanned on the
photoconductive drum. A considerable correction eflect can
be obtained by applying one dithering function to the first
and fourth regions #1 and #4 that are the edges of the
photoconductive drum, and applying another dithering func-
tion to the other regions #2 and #3 1n accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIGS. 9A and 9B are examples of the dithering functions
used 1n a halftone processing method according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

The dithering functions 902 and 904 shown 1n FIG. 9A are
examples of distribution type functions, and the dithering
tfunctions 906 and 908 shown 1n FIG. 9B are examples of
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concentration type functions. In the FIGS. 9A and 9B, the
dithering functions 902 and 906 on the leit are applied to the
center of a photoconductive drum, and the dithering func-
tions 904 and 908 on the right are applied to the edges of the
photoconductive drum.

The difference between the dithering functions 902 and
906 on the left, and the dithering functions 904 and 908 on
the right, 1s that the critical values are different. That 1s, the
critical value of the dithering functions 902 and 906 on the
left 1s 1, and the critical value of the dithering functions 904

and 908 on the right 1s 2.

Since the critical value of the dithering function 904 on
the right 1s larger than the critical value of the dithering
function 902 on the lett, the intensity of a laser beam on the
edges of the photoconductive drum i1s increased. Specifi-
cally, when 1t 1s assumed that a level “255” of black and
white 1image data indicates the color white, and a level “0”
indicates the color black, black 1s printed only when the
pixel value at the top left position 1s larger than 1, that 1s,
when the pixel 1s relatively close to black, i the case of the
dithering function 902. The black color 1s printed even when
the pixel value at the top left position 1s larger than 2, that
1s, even when the pixel 1s less close to black, 1n the case of
the dithering function 904. Therefore, when the dithering
functions 904 and 908 shown on the right of FIGS. 9A and
9B are applied to the edges of the photoconductive drum, the
intensity of the laser beam 1s increased at the edges as
compared with the center.

FIG. 10 15 a block diagram of a circuit of a laser printer
including a halftone processing apparatus according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

In the apparatus shown 1n FIG. 10, elements common to
FIG. 4 are referred to by the same reference numbers, and
their detailed description will not be repeated.

Unlike the apparatus shown in FIG. 4, the apparatus
shown 1n FIG. 10 further has a dithering function memory
1002. The dithering function memory 1002 stores a plurality
of different dithering functions to be applied according to
scanning positions on a photoconductive drum.

The 1mage data processing module 404 selects and uses
one of the dithering functions stored in the dithering func-
tion memory 1002. The selection of the dithering function to
be applied depends on the position of a pixel, that 1s, the
position where the pixel 1s scanned on the photoconductive
drum. The image data processing module 404 operates 1n
synchronization with the laser beam detector 410 to calcu-
late the position where the pixel 1s scanned on the photo-
conductive drum by checking the time when a laser beam 1s
detected by the laser beam detector 410, that 1s, the time
lapse at the edges of the photoconductive drum, and then
selects the dithering function with reference to the calculated
distance.

As described above, a halftone processing method 1n a
laser printer according to embodiments of the present inven-
tion 1mproves print quality by increasing light intensity at
the edges of a photoconductive drum by permitting the laser
printer to be halftone-processed using dithering functions,
whose critical values are different for the center and the
edges of the photoconductive drum.

While this invention has been particularly shown and
described with reference to exemplary embodiments thereof,
it will be understood by those skilled in the art that various
changes 1n form and details may be made therein without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as
defined by the appended claims. Therefore, the scope of the
invention 1s defined not by the detailed description of the
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invention but by the appended claims, and all differences
within the scope will be construed as being included 1n the
present mvention.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A halftone processing method of improving print qual-
ity by correcting the variation in the intensity of a beam
generated on a photoconductive drum 1n a laser printer, the
method comprising the steps of:

preparing a plurality of dithering functions;

detecting a position where 1mage data for forming an

clectrostatic latent 1image 1s scanned on the photocon-
ductive drum;

selecting one of the plurality of dithering functions

according to the detected scanning position; and
halftone-processing the image data using the selected
dithering function.
2. The method of claam 1, wheremn the plurality of
dithering functions comprise diflerent critical values.
3. A halftone processing apparatus for correcting the
variation in the intensity of a beam generated on a photo-
conductive drum 1n a laser printer, the apparatus comprising:
a dithering function memory which 1s configured to store
a plurality of dithering functions; and

an 1mage data processing unit which 1s configured to
select one of the plurality of dithering functions stored
in the dithering function memory according to a posi-
tion where 1mage data for forming an electrostatic
latent 1mage 1s scanned on the photoconductive drum,
and for performing a halftone process for image data to
be printed from the laser printer using the selected
dithering function.

4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the plurality of
dithering functions stored in the dithering function memory
comprise diflerent critical values.

5. A halftone processing method of improving print qual-
ity by correcting the variation in the intensity of a beam
generated on a photoconductive drum 1n a laser printer, the
method comprising the steps of:

determining whether input image data 1s color image data

and performing a mono 1mage data processing opera-
tion using dithering functions having different critical
values 1f the mnput 1mage data 1s not color 1mage data;
and

performing a color video processing operation using

dithering functions having different critical values i1 the
input 1mage data 1s color image data,

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

10

wherein the critical values of the dithering functions are

selected such that an intensity of the laser beam can be
varied over a length of the photoconductive drum.

6. The method of claim 5 wherein the mono 1mage data
processing operation comprises the steps of:

performing a gamma correction to correct linearity on
black 1mage data K;

selecting the dithering functions to be applied to the black
image data K, wherein the dithering functions are

stored 1n a black and white dithering function memory,
based on a pixel position on a photoconductive drum;

and

performing a halftone-process on the black image data
using the selected dithering function.

7. The method of claim 6 wherein, the pixel position 1s
defined as the distance from the center of the photoconduc-

tive drum.

8. The method of claim 5 wherein the color video pro-
cessing operation comprises the steps of:

color-converting the color image data;

performing at least one of a gray component reduction
(GCR) and an under color removal (UCR) process on
the converted color 1mage data;

extracting a black video signal K to be processed 1n the
mono 1mage data processing operation;

performing a color matching process on the color image
data;
selecting the dithering functions to be applied to the color

image data based on a pixel position on a photocon-
ductive drum; and

performing a halftone-process on the color image data
using the selected dithering function.

9. The method of claim 8 wherein, the pixel position 1s
defined as the distance from the center of the photoconduc-

tive drum.

10. The method of claim 5 wherein the critical values of
the dithering functions are selected such that an intensity of
the laser beam on the edges of the photoconductive drum 1s

increased.
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