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1
DOUBLE SNAP

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates, 1n general, to an apparatus,
used 1n recreational boating, and more particularly, the
present invention relates to an apparatus designed to secure

a second snap to a snap used for another purpose.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In recreational boating storage arcas are at a premium
since there 1s little wasted space on a boat. On many boats
canvas covers are used which have female snaps on the
cover which are secured to male snaps disposed on various
sections of the boat; however, when the cover 1s snapped 1n
place there 1s little space that can be used to hang items on
the boat. Also when the cover 1s 1n place the cover 1s secured
tightly and little air can pass between the boat and the cover.
It would be desirable 1f a device were available which would
permit dual usage of such things as the snaps which secure
the cover.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In a first aspect the present invention provides an appa-
ratus for providing at least one securing means 1n conjunc-
tion with one of a male and a female portion of a snap
already 1n place, the apparatus comprises a first member
having an opposite one a male and a female portion of a snap
for engagement with such one of a male and a female portion
of such snap already in place. There 1s an intermediate
segment engageable with an 1mnner part of such one of such
male and female portion of the first member, the interme-
diate segment having a projection extending outwardly
therefrom. There 1s a strap like connector having a first
aperture 1n a {irst end engageable with the projection of the
intermediate segment, the strap like connector extending
outwardly therefrom and a second member having an oppo-
site one of a male and a female portion of a snap as such first
member, such second member secured to an end of the
projection of the intermediate segment.

In another aspect there i1s provided an apparatus for
providing at least one securing means 1n conjunction with a
female portion of a snap already in place. The apparatus
comprises a lirst male member for engagement with such
female portion of such snap. There 1s an intermediate
member engageable with an inner portion of the male
member, the intermediate member having a projection
extending outwardly therefrom. There 1s a strap like con-
nector having a first end engageable with the projection of
the intermediate member, the strap like connector extending
outwardly therefrom and a second male member secured to
an end of the projection of the intermediate member.

In yet another aspect there 1s provided an apparatus for
providing at least one securing means 1n conjunction with a
male portion of a snap already in place, the apparatus
comprises a first female member for engagement with such
male portion of such snap. There 1s an intermediate member
engageable with an inner portion of the female member, the
intermediate member having a projection extending out-
wardly therefrom. There 1s a strap like connector having a
first end engageable with the projection of the intermediate
member, the strap like connector extending outwardly there-
from and a second female member secured to an end of the
projection of the intermediate member.
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2
OBIJECTS OF THE INVENTION

It 1s, therefore, one of the primary objects of the present
invention to provide an apparatus that provides additional
securing means 1n conjunction with a male snap presently 1n
place.

Another object of the present invention 1s to provide an
apparatus which can be used i1n recreational boating to
provide another securing means to a snap used to secure a
canvas cover.

Yet, another object of the present invention 1s to provide
an apparatus which will provide an air gap between a canvas
cover and a member that such cover 1s to be attached to.

In addition to the various objects and advantages of the
invention which have been described 1n some specific detail
above 1t should be noted that various other objects and
advantages of the present invention will become more
readily apparent to those persons who are skilled in the
relevant art from the following more detailed description,
particularly, when such description 1s taken 1n conjunction
with the attached drawing Figures and with the appended
claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s top view of the apparatus invention according to
an embodiment of the mmvention.

FIG. 2 1s a cross sectional view of the apparatus shown 1n
FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 1s a prior art cross sectional view of a male portion
ol a snap secured to a predetermined member.

FIG. 4 1s a front view of the apparatus showing a cover 1n
place along with the additional storage means.

FIG. 5 1s top view of the apparatus invention according to
an alternate embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 6 1s a cross sectional view of the apparatus of the
apparatus according to an alternate embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 7 1s a cross sectional view of of the apparatus
according to yet another alternate embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 8 1s a prior art cross sectional view of a female
portion of a snap secured to a predetermined member.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENTLY
PREFERRED AND VARIOUS ALTERNAITVE
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

LL

Prior to proceeding to the more detailed description of the
invention, it should be noted that identical components
having 1dentical functions have been designated with 1den-
tical reference numerals throughout the several views 1illus-
trated in the drawings for the sake of clarity.

Now reference 1s made, more particularly, to drawing
FIGS. 1 and 2. Illustrated therein 1s an apparatus, generally
designated 10, according to an embodiment of the invention.
Such apparatus 1s used in conjunction with either a male or
a Temale portion of a snap that 1s already in place. The male
portion of the snap 1s a prior art item as 1s evident 1n FIG.
3, while a female portion of the snap 1s a prior art item
evident in FIG. 8.

Such apparatus 10 1s used to provide an additional secur-
ing means to an item that 1s being used for a different
application. One prime example would be 1n a recreational
boat where male or female snaps are 1n place so as to secure
a cover. The cover has the opposite male or female portion
of the snap disposed therein. However, at the present time




Us 7,290,312 B2

3

when the cover 1s snapped 1n place there 1s no place for
additional storage or means for hanging small items to keep
them handy and on a boat storage of items 1s vital because
there 1s such little are that 1s available. Thus, space 1s at a
premium.

The above example and much of the discussion relates to
recreational boating; however, 1t 1s within the scope of the
invention that such apparatus 10 could be used 1n various
other applications and 1s not limited to recreational boating.

In a first aspect of the present invention there 1s provided
an apparatus 10 for providing at least one securing means 1n
conjunction with a male or a female portion of a snap
already 1n place. The apparatus 10 comprises an opposite
one of a female 2 or male member 12 for engagement with
such male or female portion of such snap. There 1s an
intermediate member 4 that 1s engageable with and secured
to an 1ner portion of the female member 2 or the male
member 12. The intermediate member 4 has a projection 6
that extends outwardly therefrom.

There 1s a strap like connector 8 which has a first end
engageable with such projection 6 of the intermediate mem-
ber 4. The strap like connector 8 extends outwardly there-
from. In a first embodiment the strap like connector 8 has a
first aperture adjacent the first end that slips over the
projection 6 of the intermediate member 4. An opposite one
of a male member 12 or female member 2 1s secured to an
end of such projection 6 of the intermediate member 4. Such
male member 12 or female member 2 1s secured to the
projection 6 of the intermediate member 4 by peening the
end 14 of the projection 6. Thus, the strap like connector 8
1s mounted to the projection 6 of intermediate member 4
betore the male member 12 or female member 2 1s added to
the apparatus 10 since once the male member 12 or female
member 2 1s secured 1n place the apparatus 10 1s fixed.

In one embodiment the strap like connector 8 1includes a
second aperture 16 formed therethrough closely adjacent a
second end of said strap like connector 8. Such aperture 16
can be used to hold an S-hook 18 or hanger 18 as 1s shown
of FIG. 4, thereby providing a means for storing items and
keep them handy. Thus, the “double snap” apparatus 10 of
the present invention provides a double use for snaps that are
presently 1n place on a boat. In this embodiment 1t 1s
presently preferred that such strap like material 8 1s an
clastomer.

In an alternate embodiment of the mvention such strap
like connector 24 1s formed from a hook and loop matenal.
This strap like connector 1s evident 1n FIGS. 5, 6 and 7. In
this embodiment such strap like connector 24 has a second
aperture 22 closely adjacent the first end where the strap like
connector 24 extends outwardly from the apparatus 10.

The apparatus 10 provides an additional use 1n that when
used 1n conjunction with recreational boats further provides
an air gap between such canvas cover 19 and a predeter-
mined member such canvas cover 19 1s to be attached.

In an other embodiment of the invention such apparatus
20 as seen 1n FIG. 6 1s sumilar to apparatus 10 except that
instead of having a male portion 12 on one end and a female
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portion 2 on the other end as i1s found on apparatus 10 such
apparatus 20 has a female member 2 on both ends of the
apparatus.

In yet another embodiment of the invention such appa-
ratus 30 as seen i FIG. 7 1s also similar to apparatus 10
except that instead of having a male portion 12 on one end
and a female portion 2 on the other end as 1s found on
apparatus 10 such apparatus 20 has a male member 12 on
both ends of the apparatus.

The last two embodiments are used for specific applica-
tions and are not as universally applicable as 1s the embodi-
ment of apparatus 10.

While a presently preferred embodiment and alternate
embodiments of the present invention have been described
in detail above, 1t should be understood that various other
adaptations and/or modifications of the invention can be
made by those persons who are particularly skilled 1n the art
without departing from either the spirit of the invention or
the scope of the appended claims.

I claim:

1. An apparatus 1 or providing at least one securing means
in conjunction with one of a male and a female portion of a
snap already 1n place, said apparatus comprising:

(a) a first member having an opposite one of a male and

a female portion of a snap for engagement with such
one of a male and a female portion of such snap already
in place;

(b) an intermediate segment engageable with an inner part
of said one of said male and female portion of said first
member, said intermediate segment having a projection
extending outwardly therefrom;

(¢) a strap like connector having a first aperture 1n a first
end engageable with said projection of said intermedi-
ate segment, said strap like connector extending out-
wardly therefrom;

(d) a hook disposed 1n a second aperture of said strap like
connector; and

(e) a second member having an opposite one of a male and
a female portion of a snap as said first member, said
second member secured to an end of said projection of
said intermediate segment.

2. The apparatus, according to claim 1, wherein said one
of said male and said female portion of said second member
1s secured to said end of said projection by means of peening
said end of said projection of said intermediate segment.

3. The apparatus, according to claim 1, wherein said strap
like connector 1s a flexible elastomer.

4. The apparatus, according to claim 3, wherein said
flexible elastomer includes said aperture formed there-
through closely adjacent a second end of said flexible
clastomer.

5. The apparatus, according to claim 1, wherein said
apparatus when used 1n conjunction with recreational boats
turther provides an air gap between a canvas cover and a
predetermined member such canvas cover 1s to be attached.
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