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DECOY WITH MOVABLE HEAD AND/OR
TAIL PORTIONS

The present invention relates generally to decoys such as
used by hunters for hunting turkeys and other wild game
such as deer, elk, and antelope. More particularly, the
present invention relates to decoys with movable parts such
as, for example, feeding turkeys having movable heads and
strutting turkeys having movable tails. Hunters typically use
decoys 1n combination with calls, and movable part decoys
are more realistic and thus lessen the chances of a turkey
becoming suspicious and running away.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,965,953 to McKinney discloses a remote
controlled (by means of a pull line) turkey decoy which
includes a support stand to which the main body member 1s
pivoted. The head and neck member 1s 1n turn pivotally
connected to the main body member. By pulling on the pull
member, the entire bird decoy 1s caused to pivot downwardly
first to the limit of 1ts pivotal movement followed by the
pivoting downwardly of the head and neck member to
simulate a bird feeding. The arrangement for such a pivoting
movement 1s undesirably unduly complex and may be flimsy
and less reliable than desired. Remote control (electroni-
cally) of decoy head movement 1s shown, for example, 1n
U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,684,552 and 5,289,654, Examples of other
structures for eflecting decoy head or taill movement are
found 1n U.S. Pat. Nos. 2,953,869; 4,845,873; 5,274,942;
and 5,884,427, and 1n U.S. patent application publications
2002/0162268 and 2004/0031185. The above patents/pub-
lished applications are incorporated herein by reference.

It 1s an object of the present invention to provide a rugged,
sturdy, and reliable yet realistically-looking movable head
and/or tail turkey or other animal decoy.

In order to achieve the above object, 1n accordance with
the present invention, a decoy i1s provided wherein two
decoy portions together depict an animal and one overlaps
the other, and a member 1s pivotally attached to a stand and
connected to at least one of the portions 1n a manner to effect
movement thereof relative to the other portion.

The above and other objects, features, and advantages of
the present invention may be found 1n the following detailed
description of the preferred embodiment thereof when read
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings wherein the
same reference numerals denote the same or similar parts
throughout the several views.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a diagrammatic view of a turkey decoy, which
embodies the present invention, i an upright position.

FIG. 2 1s a view similar to that of FIG. 1 of the decoy in
a drop feeding position.

FI1G. 3 1s a view similar to that of FIG. 1 of a hinge for the
decoy 1n a closed position for providing the upright decoy
position.

FIG. 4 1s a view similar to that of FIG. 1 of the hinge in
an open position for providing the drop feeding decoy
position.

FIG. 5 1s a view similar to that of FIG. 1 of a turkey decoy,
in accordance with an alternative embodiment of the present
invention, 1 an upright position.

FIG. 6 1s a view similar to that of FIG. 1 of the turkey
decoy of FIG. 5 1n a drop feeding position with 1ts tail down.

FIG. 7 1s a view similar to that of FIG. 1 of the turkey
decoy of FIG. 5 1n a drop feeding position with 1ts tail up.

FIG. 8 1s a bottom view of the head and neck portion of
the decoy of FIG. 5.
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FIG. 9 1s a view similar to that of FIG. 8 of the tail portion
of the decoy of FIG. 5.

FIG. 10 1s a side elevation view of a stand for the decoy
of FIG. 5 and 1llustrating 1ts attachment to the decoy.

FIG. 11 1s a partial view taken along lines 11-11 of FIG.
10 of the decoy of FIG. 5.

FIG. 12 1s an enlarged partial view of the stand of FIG. 10

illustrating 1ts attachment to a decoy portion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

L1l

Referring to FIGS. 1 to 4, there 1s shown generally at 10
a feeding hen turkey decoy, 1.e., a structure formed to
provide the appearance of a feeding hen turkey. The decoy
1s 1llustrated movable between an upright position 1n FIGS.
1 and 3 and a drop feeding position in FIGS. 2 and 4. This
1s intended to give the decoy a more realistic appearance for
attracting turkeys for hunting thereof. It should be under-
stood that the decoy of the present invention may be formed
to depict other amimals, such as other fowl, deer, elk, and
antelope.

The decoy 10 includes a first or tail portion 12 which 1s
suitably shaped and decorated to depict the tail and the major
portion of the body 18 of a turkey, the forward edge of first
portion 12 being at 14. A second or head portion 16 of the
decoy 10 1s suitably shaped and decorated to depict the head
20, neck 22, and a portion of the body 18 of the turkey. The
rear edge of the second portion 16 1s at 24, and an upper edge
26 thereol extends between the rear edge 24 and the neck
portion 22.

As 1llustrated 1n FIGS. 1 and 2, the portions 12 and 16
overlap. Thus, the portions 12 and 16 are composed of a thin
matenal leaving a generally hollow interior. The thin mate-
rial may be stifl or collapsible (or somewhere imnbetween),
whereby either portion may be partially received within the
other portion to thus overlap the other portion. If the portions
12 and 16 are made of collapsible matenal, then stiffening
wires may desirably be suitably positioned therein to guard
against such collapse. As seen in FIGS. 1 and 2, the second
portion 16 overlaps the first portion 12, a part of the second
portion 16 being received within the hollow interior of the
first portion 12 for movement relative thereto. It should
however be understood that, alternatively, a part of the
second portion 16 may overlap and lie exteriorly of the first
portion 12.

In accordance with the present mvention, the second
portion 16 1s pivotable about pin 38 for movement thereof
relative to the first portion 12, as seen best in FIG. 1 and as
illustrated at 50 for movement of edge 24 to the position
illustrated 1n FIG. 2. It should however be understood that
the first portion 12 may be pivotable for movement thereof
within the second portion 16.

The decoy 10 1s recerved on a stake or stand 28 which may
have a sharp lower point 30 so that it may be driven into the
ground to locate the decoy at a desired location. A first
member 32 of a hinge 34 1s suitably attached to the upper
end of the stand 28 and to the decoy portion 12 (at a lower
part thereotf) so that the decoy portion 12 remains stationary
as the decoy second portion 16 1s pivotally moved. The first
member 32 may alternatively be an integral part of the stand
28 or of the decoy portion 12, wherein the stand or decoy
portion 1s formed to provide an aperture for pin 38. For
another alternative embodiment, the decoy portion 12, stand
28, and first hinge member 32 may be a single piece, with
the single piece formed to provide an aperture for hinge pin
38. A second member 36 of the hinge 34 1s suitably
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connected to a lower part of the second decoy portion 16 and
1s hingedly connected to the stand 28. More specifically, the
second hinge member 36 i1s connected to the first hinge
member 32 (which 1s integral with the stand 28 or part of a
stand assembly) as by the hinge pin 38 (received conven-
tionally 1n apertures 1n both hinge members 32 and 36) for
the aforesaid movement pivotally of the second hinge mem-
ber 36 between the closed position 1llustrated 1n FIGS. 1 and
3 and the open position illustrated 1n FIGS. 2 and 4 so that
the turkey head 20 may move between the upright and
teeding positions of FIGS. 1 and 2 respectively. The second
member 36 may alternatively be an integral part of the decoy
portion 16, formed to provide an aperture for hinge pin 38.
Thus, 1 accordance with the present invention, the hinge 34
may be integral parts of the stand 28 and/or decoy portion 12
and the decoy portion 16 each having an aperture suitable
formed therein for receiving the hinge pin 38. The attach-
ment of the hinge 34 to the stand 28 allows the resulting
decoy to be sturdy, rugged, and reliable.

The hinge 34 may be opened and closed remotely by
suitable means (1llustrated 1n FIG. 3 and understood to also
be 1n the other figures) such as a motor, 1llustrated sche-
matically at 40, operated electronically remotely by a suit-
able remote control transmitter, illustrated at 42, which
transmits a signal, 1llustrated at 44, to a recerver, illustrated
schematically at 46, which suitably controls the motor 40.
Such a remote control means may be provided using prin-
ciples commonly known to those of ordinary skill in the art
to which the present invention pertains.

It should be understood that an amimal decoy may be
provided with other movable parts. For example, a turkey
decoy may be provided with a movable tail portion or both
a movable head portion and movable tail portion, as will be
discussed hereinafter. Such other embodiments are meant to
come within the scope of the present invention.

Referring to FIGS. 5 to 11, there 1s shown generally at 60
a decoy 1n accordance with an alternative embodiment of the
present mvention. The decoy 60 comprises a member 61
which 1s decorated to provide the appearance of a turkey and
which 1s divided into two portions, 1.¢., a forward or head
portion 62 thereol comprises the head 64, neck 66, and
torward part 68 of the body 70, and a rear or tail portion 72
thereot comprising the tail 74 and the rear part 76 of the
body 70. The rear edge of the forward portion 62 1s 1llus-
trated at 78. It should of course be understood that a decoy
member 1n accordance with the present invention may be
constructed and decorated to appear as any other fowl or
animal.

As seen 1 FIGS. 8 and 9, each of the decoy portions 62
and 72 1s generally hollow. As seen 1n FIGS. 5 to 7, the
decoy portions overlap, 1.e., the rear edge 78 (and part of the
forward portion 62 containing the rear edge 78) of the
torward portion 62 is recerved within the hollow rear portion
72 and 1s movable therein relative to the rear portion 72 so
that the amount of the forward portion 62 which overlaps the
rear portion 72 varies. It should of course be understood that,
alternatively, the forward edge 80 of the rear portion 72 may
be receivable within the hollow forward portion 62.

A stand 82 has an upper portion 84 which is received 1n
the hollow decoy member 61 and a lower portion 86 with a
pointed lower end 87 which 1s planted 1n the ground. A pivot
member 88 1s suitably attached to the upper end of the stand
82 by a pm 90 or other suitable means so as to pivot 1n
see-saw fashion about pin 90, as illustrated at 92 1n FIG. 10.
The pivot member 88 is suitable attached, as described
hereinafter, to an upper part of the forward portion 62
adjacent the rear edge 78.
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Retferring to FIG. 10, a motor, illustrated at 95, 1s con-
tained within a hollow part of the stand 82, and a shait 96
rotatable by the motor, as 1s commonly known, extends
through a wall of the stand 82. One end portion of a lever 94
1s suitably mounted on the shaft 96, for example by a set
screw 1llustrated at 98, for rotation, as illustrated at 100,
about the shaft 96 as eflected by the motor in a manner
which 1s commonly known. The motor i1s controlled
remotely, such as by signal 44 from transmitter 42. However,
it may also be controlled locally, such as by switch 108.

The lever 94 has a series of, for example, 4 spaced holes,
illustrated at 102, spaced longitudinally thereof. A spring
104 extends between the lever 94 and a forward or aft edge
portion of the pivot member 88 for translating the rotational
movement of the lever 94 to see-saw movement of the pivot
member 88. One end of the spring 104 1s secured 1n one of
the holes 102 (as shown, the outer hole), and the other end
thereol 1s secured to a pin 106 in the pivot member 88. The
additional holes 102 are provided to allow selection of an
appropriate hole for securement of the spring 104 {for
adjustment of the degree of pivot of pivot member 88. In
order to adjust the orientation of the pivot member 88 from
generally horizontal, as 1llustrated 1n FIG. 10, to a slanting
orientation, the stand 82 comprises a lower part 110 (which
includes the lower portion 86 and a majority of the upper
portion 84) the upper edge of which 1s 1llustrated at 112 and
an upper part 114 the lower edge of which 1s illustrated at
116. The two parts 110 and 114 overlap, and a suitable
fastener, 1llustrated at 117, connects the parts 110 and 114 to
allow the part 114 to be adjustably skewed relative to part
110.

In order to attach the pivot member 88 to the decoy
portion 62, a pair of spaced columns 118 extend upwardly
from the upper surface of the pivot member 88 and are
received 1n apertures, illustrated at 120, formed in the decoy
portion 68. A piece of soft foam material 122 1s adhesively
or otherwise suitably secured to the upper surface of the
pivot member 88 and i1s interposed between the pivot
member 88 and the decoy portion 68. Referring to FIG. 12,
cach column 118 has a reduced diameter upper end portion
124. A screw 126 having an enlarged head portion 128 1s
threadedly received in a threaded aperture (not shown) in the
upper surface of the upper end portion 124. The diameter of
the head portion 128 1s greater than the diameter of the
column portion 124 and approximately equal to the diameter
of the lower portion 132 of the column 118. In order to
secure the decoy portion 68 to the pivot member 88, an
clastomeric band 130 1s stretched about the column portions
124 so as to be held between the head portions 128 and the
column lower portions 132. A stiflening wire (not shown)
may, 1I desired, be looped about the columns 118 between
the foam material 122 and the decoy portion 68, and the ends
thereol extended into the head and neck region or as
otherwise desired.

The stand 82 may, for example, be a Moto Magnet 11
Trumotion system for decoys marketed by Expedite Inter-
national, Inc. of Hudson, Wis. (which has been provided to
cllect movement of an entire decoy, not one portion relative
to another portion). Other suitable stands attached to a decoy
portion 1n other suitable ways may be provided, and such
other embodiments thereol are meant to come within the
scope of the present mnvention.

Cut-outs 138 and 140 are suitably provided in the lower
parts of the decoy portions 62 and 72 respectively to
accommodate movements thereof relative to the stationary
stand 82, 1.e., prevent interference by the stand with move-
ments of the decoy portions.
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Referring to FIG. 11, i accordance with an aspect of the
present invention, the upper facing edge portions 139 and
141 of edges 78 and 79 respectively (see also FIGS. 8 and
9) of decoy portions 68 and 76 respectively are attached by
a piece of adhesive tape 136 or by other suitable means so
that decoy portion 72 hangs therefrom, as seen in FIGS. 5 to
7, and so that the decoy portions 68 and 76 can pivot or
move hingedly, as 1llustrated at 138, relative to each other,
1.e., can move hingedly about an axis, illustrated at 137,
which, as shown 1n FIG. 11, extends 1n a direction along or
generally parallel to the upper edge portions 139 and 141 so
that the head and tail portions are swingable relative to each
other about the axis 137. The portions 68 and 76 may be
hingedly attached over a distance of, for example, about 2
inches.

Referring to FIGS. 5 to 7, there 1s illustrated various
stages of movement of the decoy 60. The decoy 60 1s shown
in FIG. 5 1n a standing position, with the decoy portions 62
and 72 only slightly overlapping, 1.¢., the edge 78 1s just a
little inside the rear decoy portion 72.

The decoy 60 1s shown 1n a feeding position in FIG. 6
wherein the head 64 lowered due to the pivoting movement
of the p1vot member 88 in the direction 142. In this position,
there 1s shown a much greater overlap of the decoy portions
62 and 72.

The decoy 60 1s shown again 1n a feeding position 1n FIG.
7 with 1ts head lowered even further by further movement of
the pivot member 88 in the direction 142. When the decoy
portion 62 1s lowered to this position, this desirably causes
the rear decoy portion 72 to raise. The forward portion 62 1s
suitably shaped so that, as 1t moves from its position in FIG.
6 to 1ts position 1n FIG. 7, the portions along its rear edge 78
push or apply force to the tail portion 72 to raise it, the tail
portion 72 pivoting about hinge point 138. This raising
movement of a feeding turkey’s tail 1s typical of turkeys and
thus provides an even more realistic view of a feeding
turkey.

Thus, there 1s provided 1n accordance with the present
invention a decoy which allows more realistic turkey or
other wild game movements for increased hunter success
and which 1s also provided to be rugged, sturdy, and reliable.

It should be understood that, while the present invention
has been described in detail herein, the invention can be
embodied otherwise without departing from the principles
thereol. For example, a decoy may contain more than two
portions and/or two or more pi1vot or hinge members run by
the same motor or by individual motors. Such other embodi-
ments are meant to come within the scope of the present
invention as defined by the appended claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A decoy comprising at least a head portion and a tail
portion which are shaped to together depict an animal,
wherein each of said head and tail portions has a shape
defining a hollow interior, and one of said head and tail
portions 1s partially received movably within the hollow
interior of an other of said head and tail portions to thereby
allow relative movement between said head and tail por-
tions, a longitudinal stand adapted for supporting the decoy
from the ground, and a member pivotally attached to said
stand for movement up and down about a pivot axis which
1s generally horizontal when said stand extends vertically
from the ground to support the decoy, wherein said member
1s attached to an upper part of said head portion to eflect
movements thereol as said member 1s pivoted relative to
said stand, said head portion having an upper rear edge
portion, said tail portion having an upper forward edge
portion, and a hinge extending over a distance along and
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between said upper rear edge portion and said upper forward
edge portion and connecting said upper rear edge portion to
said upper forward edge portion such that said tail portion
hangs from said hinge and 1s freely swingable for relative
movement of said one portion inwardly and outwardly of the
hollow 1nterior of said other portion as said member 1s
pivoted.

2. A decoy according to claim 1 wherein said head and tail
portions are shaped to together depict a feeding turkey.

3. Adecoy according to claim 1 further comprising means
for electronically remotely controlling pivoting movement
ol said member.

4. A decoy according to claim 1 wherein said stand
comprises a lower portion and further comprises an upper
portion to which said member 1s pivotally attached, said
upper portion being pivotally connected adjustably to said
lower portion.

5. A decoy according to claim 1 wherein the animal 1s a
fowl.

6. A decoy according to claim 1 wherein said hinge
comprises a piece of tape applied to both said head and tail
portions at least partially along said upper edge portions.

7. A decoy according to claim 1 wherein said head portion
1s shaped and adapted relative to said tail portion so that,
when said head portion approaches a low position during
downward movement, said head portion effects an upward
movement of said tail portion.

8. A decoy according to claim 1 wherein at least one of
said head and tail portions 1s formed of a sheet material.

9. A decoy according to claim 1 wherein both of said head
and tail portions are formed of a sheet material.

10. A decoy comprising at least a head portion and a tail
portion which are shaped to together depict an anmimal,
wherein said head portion 1s formed of a sheet material
defining a hollow interior which has an opening defining an
edge which includes an upper rear edge portion and wherein
said tail portion i1s formed of a sheet material defining a
hollow 1interior which has an opeming defining an edge
which includes an upper forward edge portion, and one of
sald head and tail portions 1s partially received movably
within the hollow interior of an other of said head and tail
portions to thereby allow relative movement between said
head and tail portions, a hinge extending over a distance
along and between said upper rear edge portion and said
upper forward edge portion and connecting said upper rear
edge portion to said upper forward edge portion such that
said tail portion hangs from said hinge and 1s freely swing-
able for relative movement of said one of said head and tail
portions mwardly and outwardly of the hollow interior of
said other of said head and tail portions, a longitudinal stand
adapted for supporting the decoy from the ground, said stand
extending upwardly within the hollow interior of said one of
said head and tail portions, said head and tail portions have
cut-outs to allow movement thereol without interference
with said stand, a member pivotally attached to said stand
for movement up and down about a pivot axis which is
generally horizontal when said stand extends vertically from
the ground to support the decoy, and said member being
turther characterized by being connected to an upper part of
said head portion and adjacent said upper rear edge portion
to eflect relative movement between said head and tail
portions by pivoting movement of said member.

11. A decoy according to claim 10 wherein said head
portion 1s shaped and adapted relative to said tail portion so
that, when said head portion approaches a low position
during downward movement, said head portion effects an
upward movement of said tail portion.
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12. A decoy according to claim 10 further comprising
means for electronically remotely controlling pivoting
movement of said member.

13. A decoy according to claam 10 wherein said stand
comprises a lower portion and further comprises an upper
portion to which said member 1s pivotally attached, said
upper portion being pivotally connected adjustably to said
lower portion.

14. A decoy according to claim 10 wherein said hinge
comprises a piece ol tape applied to both said head and tail
portions at least partially along said upper edge portions.

15. A decoy comprising at least a head portion and a tail
portion which are shaped to together depict an animal,
wherein each of said head and tail portions has a shape
defining a hollow interior, and one of said head and tail
portions 1s partially received movably within the hollow
interior of an other of said head and tail portions 1n a manner
to allow relative movement between said head and tail
portions, a longitudinal stand adapted for supporting the
decoy from the ground, and a member pivotally attached to
said stand for movement up and down about a pivot axis
which 1s generally horizontal when said stand extends
vertically from the ground to support the decoy, wherein said
member 1s attached to an upper part of said head portion to
ellect movements thereof as said member 1s pivoted relative
to slid stand, said head portion having an upper rear edge
portion, said tail portion having an upper forward edge
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portion, and a hinge connecting said head and tail portions
and comprising a piece of tape applied to both said head and
tail portions at least partially along both said upper rear edge
portion and said upper forward edge portion such that said
tail portion hangs from said hinge and 1s freely swingable for
relative movement of said one portion mwardly and out-
wardly of the hollow interior of said other portion as said
member 15 pivoted.

16. A decoy according to claim 135 further comprising
means for electronically remotely controlling pivoting
movement of said member.

17. A decoy according to claim 15 wherein said stand
comprises a lower portion and further comprises an upper
portion to which said member 1s pivotally attached, said
upper portion being pivotally connected adjustably to said
lower portion.

18. A decoy according to claim 15 wherein the animal 1s
a fowl.

19. A decoy according to claim 15 wherein said head
portion 1s shaped and adapted relative to said tail portion so
that, when said head portion approaches a low position
during downward movement, said head portion effects an
upward movement of said tail portion.

20. A decoy according to claim 15 wherein said head and
tail portions are shaped to together depict a feeding turkey.
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