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1
HUNTING DECOY DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 60/511,754 filed Oct. 16, 2003.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

None.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates generally to gaming and observa-
tion of animals. In particular, 1t relates to a decoy mechanism
which emulates life like movements of wild turkey. The
invention comprises a device which mimics the movement
of tail feathers of a live turkey from a prone or generally
horizontal configuration to an upright or generally vertical
configuration.

2. Discussion of the Related Art

Turkey decoys have been produced 1in many forms and
tall primarily under two categories: static decoys and motion
decoys. The primary intent of both types of decoys 1s to
attract a live turkey for observation or hunting purposes.

Stationary or static decoys represent the general shape,
s1ze, color and feather pattern of a live turkey. These decoys
are placed 1n an open area and used to attract a wild turkey,
which may be passing by. These decoys are very basic and
rely on the ability of a passing turkey to recognize the shape
as a fellow turkey.

The second category employs motion to imitate the move-
ments of a live turkey. The movements of the decoy are used
to catch the attention of a passing turkey. The motions of the
decoys are usually an attempt to mimic either one or more
motions of a live turkey. The movement of these decoys 1s
sometimes as simple as placing a static decoy on a pivot
point which allows the wind to move the decoy side to side,
or rock back and forth. The wind mmduced motion decoy 1s
one of the simplest and most popular. U.S. Pat. No. 6,092,
322 shows an example of wind-induced movements of a
turkey decoy. The motion of the wind induced motion
decoys 1s highly unpredictable and erratic.

The motion of some decoys can be initiated by an operator
with a manual pull string, push rod or electrical motor. The
manual activation capability gives the operator the advan-
tage of triggering the decoy’s movement at an opportune
time rather than relying on the randomness of the wind.
Some motion decoys use a mechanical device that produces
random movement of the decoy. Such a device 1s disclosed
in U.S. Pat. No. 6,070,356. The use of random movement
does not consistently give a level of certainty needed to
attract a live turkey. The movement may occur when the live
turkey 1s out of sight or they may occur too often when a
turkey 1s close and frighten the turkey away.

During the mating season the wild male turkey will
display 1ts tail feathers by spreading them into a semi-
circular fan shape as part of the mating strut. The tail
teathers begin 1 a prone or close to horizontal position
behind the bird and then rise vertically while simultaneously
spreading 1nto a fan shape. This action 1s done to demon-
strate the dominance of the male turkey and thus convince
a female to mate with him. The female turkey 1s attracted to
the sight of the male turkeys fantail. Because of their
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competitive nature 1t has also been observed that male
turkeys will also be attracted to the fan tail display. The
males will compete for a hen by trying to out strut their
tellow turkeys and/or by sparing. The sight of a strutting
male will excite and irritate a fellow male turkey. The male
turkey then will engage the competitor and attempt to drive
them ofl or try to out strut them. If a male turkey has already
gathered a group of females it 1s very diflicult to draw him
away Irom their company. The sight of a competing male
turkey that may steal his mates 1s one of the few things that
will pull him away from his group of females.

The present invention mimics in detail the fanning motion
of a live male turkeys tail. This motion will take the tail
teathers from the reclined (or horizontal), natural position of
the tail to an upright or vertical position. The movement of
the present invention can be controlled fully throughout the
entire motion of the device. This means that the tail can be
opened to any given point of the fanning process. This
teature will allow the operator to give the decoy a realistic
movement and less dominant appearance when necessary.

The present invention provides a simple and effective way
to 1improve upon existing static decoys by adding apparent
motion. This device can be positioned behind a stationary
decoy to give 1t the advantages of a motion style decoy as
well as the appearance of a strutting male turkey. The
drawings constitute a part of this application and include
exemplary embodiments of the present invention and 1llus-
trate various features thereof.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention, 1s a decoy device which comprises
a slide, a keeper, and a plurality of decoy members. The
decoy members (which in one embodiment resemble feath-
ers) are pivotally attached to and extend from notches 1n the
keeper. Decoy members pivot about an arcuate pin. As the
slide moves 1n a first direction relative to said keeper, the
decoy members move from a generally collapsed and gath-
ered position to a fully extended position. When the slide 1s
moved 1n a second direction, the decoy members are col-
lapsed again.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1a 1s an exploded, perspective view of an embodi-
ment of the hunting device of the present invention. FIG. 15
shows an L-shaped snare which 1s an alternative means for
activating the hunting device.

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of the assembled hunting
device of FIG. 1a, showing a representative tail feather
thereof 1n a horizontal position.

FIG. 3 1s a front, elevational view of a tail fan of the
hunting device of FIG. 1a showing the tail fan 1n an upright
Or open position.

FIGS. 4a and 4b are fragmentary, sectional views of a
keeper and a slide of the hunting device of FIG. 1a. FIG. 4a
shows the configuration of the keeper and the slide with the
tail feathers in the prone or horizontal position. FIG. 456
shows the configuration of the keeper and the slide with the
tail feathers in the upright or vertical position.

FIG. 5 shows the fan tail of the present mmvention in use
with a decoy body disposed in front.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

(L]

While the present invention may be embodied 1n many
different forms, there 1s shown 1n the drawings and discussed
herein a few specific embodiments with the understanding
that the present disclosure 1s to be considered only as an
exemplification of the principles of the invention and 1s not
intended to limit the invention to the embodiments 1llus-
trated.

Referring to the drawings in greater detail, FIG. 1a shows
an exemplary embodiment of the hunting device of the
present invention. The device includes a keeper (10) and a
slide (12). The keeper (10) and slide (12) may be fabricated
from any of a number of known materials including metals,
wood, composite materials, etc.

The keeper (10) includes a front face and a rear face and
a generally semicircular upper portion (14) having a plural-
ity of notches (16) formed along an outer perimeter thereof.
The keeper (10) also includes a raised block (18) formed
along a lower portion thereof, and includes a knob (20)
extending from the base of the keeper (10).

The slide (12) includes a front face and a rear face and a
generally semicircular rim (22) which defines an opening
(24) formed within the perimeter of the rim. The slide (12)
also includes a base portion (26) having a longitudinal slot
(28) formed therein. The slot (28) 1s sized to receive the
block (18) when the slide (12) 1s mounted 1n a face-to-face
abutting relationship with the keeper (10) as discussed more
below. The configuration of the block (18) and knob (20)
could, however, casily be reversed such that the knob
extends from the slide (12) and the slot 1s formed 1n the
keeper (10).

A stake (32) having a central bore (34) 1s provided and
s1ized to receive knob (20). Proximate bore (34), an upper
removed portion (37) and a lower removed portion (35)
together allow the entire slider (12) and keeper (14) assem-
bly to be tilted relative to the stake (32). This enables decoy
members (60) to be folded in. When this 1s done, the end
(17) of knob (20) will pass through the larger removed
portion (37) and another portion (15) of knob (20) will be
received 1n the lower removed portion (35). Thus, the decoy
members (60) when 1n a collapsed and gathered position
may be made proximate and substantially parallel with stake
(32). This makes the device easily stored because the
members (60) will no longer be sticking out perpendicular to
the stake (32), but will be 1nstead, 1n alignment. This enables
the device to be easily stored.

The hinged relationship between stake (32) and keeper
(14) must be controlled such that the keeper may be locked
in the position shown in FIG. 1a for use, or alternatively
locked 1n position for storage where the feathers (60) are
substantially parallel to the stake. This locking may be
accomplished 1n different ways. First, the fastener (23) may
comprise a screw, bolt, or be force fit such that the keeper 1s
so tightly held that 1t may be pivoted, but enough resistance
1s provided that when 1t 1s placed 1n 1ts upright (shown) or
storage (not shown) positions 1t will remain 1n place unless
forcibly acted on by the user. Alternatively, a latch system
could be provided where the end of the stake has a latch
which engages the engaged face of the keeper. In this
alternative arrangement, the keeper would be snapped into
place and unsnapped by force.

Stake (32) includes a pointed end (36). Pointed end (36)
allows the device to be easily secured 1nto a ground surface.

Referring to FI1G. 2 and FIG. 3, the keeper (10) 1s mounted
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guide protrusion (18) positioned within longitudinal slot
(28). Protrusion (18) and slider (12) together define a slide
path of said shider (12) relative to said keeper (10). Pins
(30a, 30b) are used to shideably secure the keeper (10) to the
slider (12). The pins (30a 305) also serve to limit the
movement of the slide (12) relative to the keeper (10) as
discussed more below.

Referring to FIG. 14, a string or rope (38) 15 secured to an
opening (40) in the shide (12), and 1s used to actuate the
device as discussed more below. The rope (38) can be
inserted through guide stakes (not shown) so the operator
can move an appropriate distance away. Though this
embodiment shows the use of a string or rope being used to
activate the device, other means, such as a cable, or a rigid
clongated member which 1s hinged or otherwise fixed near
or at the location of opening (40). Yet another possibility 1s
the use of an L-shaped snare (39) as seen in FIG. 15 which
1s placed, possibly even secured within hole (40) to activate
the slide 1 two possible directions. Other means of activat-
ing slide (12) could be used as well and still fall within the
scope of the present mvention.

Referring to FIGS. 1-4, a plurality of feather tangs, (42)
are mounted to the keeper (10). The tangs (42) include an
incline surface (44), a generally vertical surface (46), a notch
(48), and a generally circular-shaped bore (50) through a
central portion of the tang (42). The bore (50) 1s sized to
receive an annular pin (52) to pivotally secure the tang (42)
to the keeper (10).

Reterring to FIGS. 4a and 45, 1n operation the keeper (10)
1s moveably secured to the slide (12) with a spring (54)
positioned between an edge (56) of the block (18) and an
cedge (58) of the slide (12).

Referring to FIGS. 4aq and 4b, the device 1s movable from
a first collapsed and gathered position depicted 1n FIG. 4a
with the spring (54) 1n a relaxed position with a plurality of
decoy members, or feathers (60) in a prone, generally
horizontal, gathered position as depicted in FIG. 2. The
spring (34) trapped between a front terminus (58) of slot (28)
and a forward face (356) of protrusion (18). Though not
shown, the slot (28) 1s somewhat enlarged to accommodate
spring (54) underneath. The smaller size of the shown part
of slot (28) 1n FIG. 1a maintains the spring so that it does not
come out the top. When collapsed and gathered as shown 1n
FIG. 2, the decoy member tips (61) will be 1n relative close
proximity to one another.

The plurality of decoy members (60) may be actual
teathers, but more likely, as shown here, will be artificial
teathers composed of some sort of rigid or slightly flexible
material. One or both faces of each feather may include
decorative patterns which mimic the appearance of an actual
turkey feathers.

Referring to FIG. 45, when a user manually applies
tension or pulls on the rope (38), the slide (12) moves
generally downward relative to the keeper (10), causing the
rim portion of the slide (12) to engage the end of the tang
(42) and thereby cause the tang (42) to move radically about
the pin (52) which causes the feathers (60) to extend to a
generally upright, vertical, fully divergent, radiated position
as depicted mn FIG. 3. When i fully divergent radiated
position as shown 1n FIG. 3, the feather tips (61) will be at
a maximum distance tangentially from one another.

Once 1 divergent position, the spring (54) will be 1n
compression. When the line (38) i1s pulled released, the
spring (34) biases the keeper (10) and the slide (12) to their
original configurations depicted in FIG. 4a and FIG. 2. A
plurality of tensioning devices such as rubber bands (not
shown) can also be attached to the tangs at one end to the
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notches (48) and at another end to a fixed point on the device
to provide additional biasing 1f necessary for environmental
conditions, e.g., high winds.

As 1s apparent from the foregoing discussion, the device
1s moveable from a first position where the feathers are
generally horizontal and gathered to a second position where
the feathers extend generally vertically and are spread.

FIG. 5 shows how the decoy will appear when 1n this
second spread position (see also FIG. 3) when a turkey body
1s disposed in front of the feather array to complete the
decoy.

The natural looking motion of the device will give a
stationary turkey decoy the appearance of a live moving
(strutting) turkey. The motion of the device 1s such that the
operator can control the speed and the amount of motion
thus adding to the realism of the motion.

Depending upon the amount of movement feathers (60)
that 1s desired, the operator can pull on the rope (38) to move
the feathers between the prone position and the vertical
position and can stop the movement of the feathers at any
position therebetween by applying an appropriate amount of
tension to the rope (38).

For example, the operator could move the feathers (60)
from the imitial prone position through 45° rotation to a
position approximately midway between the horizontal and
vertical configurations by applying an appropriate amount of
tension the rope (38). When the operator releases or reduces
the amount of tension to the rope (38), the spring will bias
the feathers toward the prone position. The operator can
casily move the feathers (60) back and forth between any
positions between the horizontal and vertical configurations.
The operator can move the feathers (60) rapidly or slowly
depending upon the desired result.

The present invention can also be easily be configured for
automotive operation by utilizing known devices for apply-
ing tension to the line (38) or by otherwise causing direct
movement of the slide (12) relative to the keeper (10).

The foregoing description of the embodiments of the
invention has been presented for purposes of 1llustration and
description, and 1s not intended to be exhaustive or to limait
the invention to the precise form disclosed. The description
was selected to best explain the principles of the mmvention
and practical application of these principles to enable others
skilled 1n the art to best utilize the invention in various
embodiments and modifications as are suited to the particu-
lar use contemplated. It 1s mtended that the scope of the
invention not be limited by the specification, but be defined
by the claims set forth below.

From the foregoing 1t will be seen that this invention 1s
one well adapted to attain all ends and objects hereinabove
set forth together with the other advantages which are
obvious and which are inherent to the structure.

It will be understood that certain features and subcombi-
nations are of utility and may be employed without reference
to other features and subcombinations. This 1s contemplated
by and 1s within the scope of the claims.

Since many possible embodiments may be made of the
invention without departing from the scope thereof, 1t 1s to
be understood that all matter herein set forth or shown 1n the
accompanying drawings 1s to be interpreted as illustrative,
and not 1n a limiting sense.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A decoy device, comprising:

a slide;

a keeper;

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

6

a plurality of decoy members pivotally attached to and
extending from said keeper;

said decoy members moveable from a generally collapsed
position to an extended position as said slide moves 1n
a first direction relative to said keeper; and

said decoy members being pivotally attached to said
keeper using each of a plurality of notches defined by
said keeper to receive an innermost end of each of said
decoy members, said inermost end of said decoy
member defining a tang which includes a bore which 1s
s1ized to receive an annular pin, said pin defining a pivot
point for said decoy member.

2. The device of claim 1 wherein said notches are dis-

persed about a semicircular portion of said keeper.

3. The device of claim 1 wherein:

said mnermost end 1s recerved 1n an opening defined 1n a
rim, said rim engaging a portion of said tang to pivot
said decoy member about said pin.

4. The device of claim 1 comprising:

a portion of said slider including a slot which engages a
first end of an elastic compression member;

a second end of said compression member being engaged
by a forward surface of a protrusion on said keeper to

cllectively sandwich said compression member;

said compression member serving to compel said decoy
member back into collapsed position after 1t has been
activated.

5. The device of claim 4 wherein said compression

member 1s a spring.

6. A decoy device, comprising:

a keeper;

a substantially arcuate upper portion on said keeper, said
upper portion on said keeper also defining a plurality of
notches, each of said notches pivotally recerving each
of a plurality of decoy members such that said decoy
members are separately pivotally attached about said
substantially arcuate upper portion, each member hav-
ing a mdependent pivot axis about said substantially
arcuate upper portion, each independent pivot axis
enabling each of said decoy members to be moveable
to a forward generally collapsed position wherein said
members are located substantially parrallel and in close
proximity to each other, and then radiate back and
outward to a substantially extended position.

7. The device of claim 6 wherein:

cach of said decoy members pivots about a semicircular
curved pin which 1s recerved by a notch 1n an mnner end
of each of said decoy members.

8. The device of claim 6 comprising:

a hinge between said keeper and a stake, said binge
enabling said decoy members to be moved to be
substantially parallel and proximate to said stake when
said decoy members are in said collapsed position.

9. A decoy device, comprising;:

a semicircular hinge arrangement on said decoy device;

a plurality of decoy members, each of said decoy mem-
bers being located 1n a corresponding notch defined 1n
a substantially arcuate upper portion of a keeper on said
decoy device to create said semicircular hinge arrange-
ment, said hinge arrangement enabling said decoy
members to mimic a birds feathers in (1) a gathered
position, and (11) 1 a spread position.
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