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FIG. 17
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DIFFERENTIAL VALUE DELTA_TM_ZONE, AND RESET IT IN THE DATA
MANAGEMENT INFORMATION VOB Gl # (91)

HAVE ALL THE DATA MANAGEMENT INFORMATION
VOB_GI BEEN PROCESSED? (93)

Yes No
i=i+1 (94)

RECORD THE DATA MANAGEMENT INFORMATION
VOB_GI ON THE RECORDING MEDIUM (95)

END OF RECORDING (96)
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F1G. 18

START RECORDING (97)

RECORD THE DATA ON THE RECORDING MEDIUM (98)

SPECIFY THE CURRENT TIME ZONE INFORMATION
CUR_TM_ZONE (99)

READ THE TIME ZONE INFORMATION TM ZONE FROM
THE TOTAL MANAGEMENT INFORMATION VMG
RECORDED ON THE RECORDING MEDIUM(100)

SPECIFY THE CURRENT TIME CUR_TM (101)

SPECIFY THE DATA RECORDING TIME INFORMATION
REC_TM FROM THE CURRENT TIME CUR TM, THE
CURRENT TIME ZONE INFORMATION CUR_TM ZONE
AND THE TIME ZONE INFORMATION TM_ZONE(102)

SET THE DATA RECORDING TIME INFORMATION

REC_TM IN THE DATA MANAGEMENT INFORMATION
VOB~ Gl (103)

RECORD THE DATA MANAGEMENT INFORMATION
VOB_GI ON THE RECORDING MEDIUM (104)

END OF RECORDING (105)
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FIG. 19

START REPRODUCING (106)

READ THE TIME ZONE INFORMATION TM ZONE FROM
THE TOTAL MANAGEMENT INFORMATION VMGI
RECORDED ON THE RECORDING MEDIUM (107)

VARIABLE i=1 (108)

READ THE DATA RECORDING TIME INFORMATION
REC TM #i FROM THE DATA MANAGEMENT
INFORMATION VOB_GI # RECORDED ON THE
RECORDING MEDIOM (109)

READ THE TIME ZONE AUXILIARY INFORMATION
TM_ZONE SUB #i FROM THE DATA MANAGEMENT
INFORMATION VOB GI #i RECORDED ON THE

RECORDING MEDIUM (110)

SPECIFY AND DISPLAY THE CORRECTION DATA RECORDING
TIME INFORMATION MOD REC _TM FROM THE TIME ZONE
INFORMATION TM_ZONE, THE DATA RECORDING TIME
INFORMATION REC TM#i AND THE TIME ZONE

AUXILIARY INFORMATION TM_ZONE SUB#i (111)

HAVE ALL THE DATA MANAGEMENT INFORMATION

VOB_GI BEEN PROCESSED ? (112)
i=i+1(113)

Yes No
SELECT THE DATA RECORDED ON THE RECORDING
MEDIUM EMPLOYING A DISPLAYED RESULT(114)

READ AND REPRODUCE THE DATA RECORDED ON

THE RECORDING MEDIUM EMPLOYING A SELECTED
RESULT(115)

END OF REPRODUCTION (116)
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FIG. 20

VARIABLE i=1 (108)

START REPRODUCING (108)

READ THE DATA RECORDING TIME INFORMATION
REC TM #i FROM THE DATA MANAGEMENT

INFORMATION VOB_GI #i RECORDED ON THE
RECORDING MEDIUM (109)

READ THE TIME ZONE AUXILIARY INFORMATION
TM_ZONE_SUB #i FROM THE DATA MANAGEMENT
INFORMATION VOB _Gl#i RECORDED ON THE

RECORDING MEDIUM (110)

SPECIFY AND DISPLAY THE CORRECTION DATA RECORDING
TIME INFORMATION MOD _REC_TM FROM THE DATA
RECORDING TIME INFORMATION REC_TM #i AND THE TIME
ZONE AUXILIARY INFORMATION TM_ZONE_SUB#i (111)

HAVE ALL THE DATA MANAGEMENT INFORMATION
VOB Gl BEEN PROCESSED ? (112)

r"'|+1 (113)

SELECT THE DATA RECORDED ON THE RECORDING
MEDIUM EMPLOYING A DISPLAYED RESULT(114)

READ AND REPRODUCE THE DATA RECORDED
ON THE RECORDING MEDIUM EMPLOYING A
SELECTED RESULT(115)

END OF REPRODUCTION (116)
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FIG. 21

START REPRODUCING (117)

SPECIFY THE CURRENT TIME ZONE INFORMATION
CUR TM_ZONE (118)

READ THE TIME ZONE INFORMATION TM ZONE FROM
THE TOTAL MANAGEMENT INFORMATION VMG
RECORDED ON THE RECORDING MEDIUM (119)

VARIABLE i=1 (120)

READ THE DATA RECORDING TIME INFORMATION REC_TM #i
FROM THE DATA MANAGEMENT INFORMATION VOB_GI #i
RECORDED ON THE RECORDING MEDIUM (121)

SPECIFY AND DISPLAY THE CORRECTION DATA RECORDING TIME
INFORMATION MOD REC TM #i FROM THE CURRENT TIME ZONE
INFORMATION CUR TM_ZONE, THE TIME ZONE INFORMATION TM
ZONE , AND THE DATA "RECORDING TIME INFORMATION REC_TM #i

(122}

HAVE ALL THE DATA MANAGEMENT
INFORMATION VOB GI BEEN PROCESSED (123)

:YES No J
| ||+1(124) -

SELECT THE DATA RECORDED ON THE RECORDING
MEDIUM EMPLOYING A DISPLAYED RESULT (125)

READ AND REPRODUCE THE DATA RECORDED ON
THE RECORDING MEDIUM EMPLOYING A SELECTED
RESULT(126)

END OF REPRODUCTION (127)
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RECORDING APPARATUS OPTICAL DISK
AND COMPUTER-READABLE RECORDING
MEDIUM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 09/793,526, filed Feb. 27, 2001, which 1s
related to U.S. patent apphca‘[lon Ser. No. 09/ 369,401
entitled “STORAGE MEDIUM, RECORDING APPARA-
TUS, PLAYBACK  APPARATUS, RECORDING
METHOD, AND COMPUTER-READABLE STORAGE
MEDIUM?” filed on Aug. 6, 1999, the subject matter of the
alforementioned application being, mcorporated by reference
herein. This continuation application 1s also related to other
continuation applications of U.S. application Ser. No.

09/793,526, filed on even date herewith.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a rewritable recording
medium, a recorder and a reproducing device, and more
particularly to a recording medium storing the data such as
dynamic 1mages, still pictures or voices along with the data
recording time information, a recorder and a reproducing
device for use with the recording medium.

2. Description of the Related Art

A rewritable recording medium of large capacity such as
a DVD-RAM or DVD-RW has appeared 1n the market, and
the recorders and the reproducing devices such as a video
recorder/player, an audio recorder/player or a camera, along,
with the technologies for recording the 1image or voice data,
have been developed. The dynamic image data may be
typically the coded data in accordance with an MPEG
(Moving Picture Experts Group) method as defined 1n the
ISO/IEC11172 standards or ISO/IEC13818 standards. The
still picture data may be typically the intrairame coded data
(one picture) in accordance with the MPEG method or the
coded data 1 accordance with an JPEG method as defined
in the ISO/IEC10918-1 standards. The voice data may be
typically the coded data in accordance with the MPEG
method or an LPCM (Linear Pulse Coding Modulation)
method. For example, 1n the case where the still picture data
having a data size of about 100 Kbytes 1s recorded on a
DVD-RAM having a capacity of 4.7 giga-bytes on one side,
the still picture data of as many as about 47000 sheets
(=4.7x1000000/100) can be recorded.

When such data 1s recorded on a recording medium, it 1s
commonly practiced to record the data together with the
recording time information to facilitate data reduction or
data retrieval at the time of reproduction. For example, a first
recording time management method in which the recording,
time information 1s multiplexedly recorded along with the
image or voice stream data as disclosed in JP-A-2000-
113641 specification, and a second recording time manage-
ment method 1n which the management information for
managing the image or voice stream data 1s prepared sepa-
rately, and the recording time information 1s collectively

recorded in that management imnformation, as disclosed in
JP-A-2000-134565 specification (U.S. patent application

Ser. No. 09/369,401) were proposed. The first and second

recording time management methods that have some merits
and demerits as will be described later may be generally
employed 1n combination.
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Supposing that the recording medium or recorder 1s used
in all the countries of the world, the time zone 1information
indicating the standard time (or time difference from the
reference point of site) of an area where the data 1s recorded
1s commonly recorded on the recording medium along with
the data or data recording time. In this case, the time zone
information 1s not appended to each data, but the total
management information (VMGI) for managing all the data
on the recording medium 1s generally provided, including
one time zone information.

If 1t 1s supposed that the recording medium i1s mailed
throughout the world, or the recorder 1s used while moving
across the frontier, the standard time which 1s the reference
of the recording time may be changed. At this time, there 1s
a desire that the local time of the area where the data 1s
recorded 1s left on the recording medium 1n some way.

Also, there 1s a desire that the time zone information once
recorded 1s changed.

In this case, along with the change of the time zone
information, 1t 1s necessary that the recording time informa-
tion 1s changed (or corrected for time difference) and
recorded again on the recording medium, taking nto con-
sideration the time difference before and after change of the
time zone. With the first recording time management
method, 1t 1s required to read all the recording time infor-
mation from the stream data of large data size, correct for
time difference and record 1t again, and this 1s unpractical in
respect of the processing time. On the other hand, with the
second recording time management method, all the record-
ing time mnformation 1s managed singly in the management
information, whereby the correction for time diflerence 1s
casy. However, i1 the recording time information for all the
data 1s carried 1n the management information, the manage-
ment information size becomes large, as described 1n JP-A-
2000-134565 specification. Therefore, generally, the record-
ing time information for part of the data 1s carried in the
management information, and the remaining data 1s in
accordance with the first recording time management
method. Accordingly, with the prior art, 1t 1s diflicult to effect
the change of the time zone and the correction for time
difference of the data recording time information in a short
time without causing any inconsistency in the recording time
information between the management imnformation and the
stream data.

Also, once the time zone mformation which 1s managed
in the total management information (VMGI) on the record-
ing medium 1s changed, the user inconveniently can not
know the time (local time) 1n the area where individual data
1s recorded.

If the time zone 1s not changed to prevent such inconsis-
tency, the local time (current time) at the destination of
foreign country 1n travel which the user knows and the time
displayed by the recorder/reproducing device are not con-
sistent owing to a time difference, which 1s less user friendly
or inconvenient for the user.

It 1s an object of the present invention to record the
relation between the local standard time and the time zone
information of a disk on a recording medium in some format
of recording, when the user mails the recording medium to
the world over or employs a recorder while moving across
the frontier.

It 1s another object of the invention to provide a recording,
medium, and a recorder and a reproducing device for use
with the recording medium, wherein the recording medium
1s able to implement a data management method capable of
changing the time zone mformation and correcting the data
recording time information for time difference n a short
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time without causing any inconsistency in the recording time
information between the management information and the
stream data, or a data management method for reconstruct-
ing the local time after changing the time zone, or a data
management method for correcting for time difference with-
out changing the time zone.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

To solve the above-mentioned problem, there 1s provided
a recording medium for storing the data comprises the time
zone mformation indicating the standard time 1n a certain
area, the recording time of the data with reference to the
standard time 1n the time zone information, and a difference
between the time zone information ndicating the standard
time 1n an area where the data 1s recorded and the time zone
information on the recording medium.

There 1s provided a recording medium for recording at
least N (N 1s an integer greater than or equal to one) pieces
of data, the total management information (VMGI) for
managing the N pieces of data and the M (M 1s an integer
from 1 to N both inclusive) pieces of data management
information (VOB_GI), wheremn the total management
information (VMGI) has the time zone mformation (ITM_
ZONE) indicating the standard time 1n a representative area
where the data 1s recorded, and the data management 1nfor-
mation (VOB_GI) has the data recording time information
(REC_TM) indicating the time when the data 1s recorded
and the time zone auxiliary information (I1M_ZONE_SUB).

A recorder for recording on the recording medium the N
(N 1s an integer greater than or equal to one) pieces of data,
the total management information (VMGI) for managing the
N pieces of data, and the M (M 1s an iteger from 1 to N both
inclusive) pieces of data management 1nformation
(VOB_GI) comprises means for specilying the time zone
information (TM_ZONE) indicating the standard time 1n a
representative area where the data 1s recorded and setting it
in the total management information (VMGI), means for
specilying the data recording time information (REC_TM)
indicating the time when the data 1s recorded and setting 1t
in the data management information (VOB_GI), and means
for specitying the time zone auxihiary information (IM_
ZONE_SUB) and setting 1t in the data management infor-
mation (VOB_GI).

A recorder for recording on the recording medium the N
(N 15 an integer greater than or equal to one) pieces of data,
the total management information (VMGI) for managing the
N pieces of data, and the M (M 1s an integer from 1 to N both
inclusive) pieces of data management information
(VOB_GI) comprises means for changing the value (TM_
ZONE_0) of the time zone information (ITM_ZONE)
already set 1n the total management information (VMGI) to
a new value (IM_ZONE_1) and resetting 1t in the total
management mformation (VMGI), means for calculating a
differential value (DELTA_TM_ZONE=TM_ZONE_1-
TM_ZONE_0) between the values of the time zone infor-
mation (VMGI) after and before change, and means for
resetting 1n the data management mnformation (VOB_GI) the
value (REC_TM_1) which 1s the value (REC_TM_0) of the
data recording time information (REC_TM) already set 1n
the data management information (VOB_GI) plus or minus
the differential value (DELTA_TM_ZONE).

A recorder for recording on the recording medium the N
(N 15 an integer greater than or equal to one) pieces of data,
the total management information (VMGI) for managing the
N pieces of data, and the M (M 1s an integer from 1 to N both
inclusive) pieces ol data management nformation
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(VOB_GI) comprises means for changing the value (TM_
ZONE_0) of the time zone information (ITM_ZONE)
already set 1n the total management information (VMGI) to
a new value (IM_ZONE_1) and resetting 1t in the total
management mformation (VMGI), means for calculating a
differential value (DELTA_TM_ZONE=TM_ZONE_1-
TM_ZONE_0) between the values of the time zone infor-
mation (VMGI) after and before change, means for resetting,
the value (REC_TM_1) which 1s the value (REC_TM_0) of
the data recording time information (REC_TM) already set
in the data management information (VOB_GI) plus or
minus the differential value (DELTA_TM_ZONE) in the
data management information (VOB_GI), and means for
resetting the value (I1M_ZONE_SUB_1) which 1s the value
(TM_ZONE_SUB_0) of the time zone auxiliary information
(TM_ZONE_SUB) already set in the data management
information (VOB_GI) plus or minus the differential value
(DELTA_TM_ZONE) in the data management information
(VOB_GI).

A recorder for recording on the recording medium the N
(N 15 an integer greater than or equal to one) pieces of data,
the total management information (VMGI) for managing the
N pieces of data, and the M (M 1s an integer from 1 to N both
inclusive) pieces of data management 1nformation
(VOB_GI) comprises means for specitying the current time
zone information (CUR_TM_ZONE) indicating the stan-
dard time 1n an area where the data 1s recorded, means for
reading the time zone information (TM_ZONE) from the
total management nformation (VMGI) recorded on the
recording medium, means for specitying the current time
(CUR_TM) when the data 1s recorded, and means for
speciiying the data recording time information (REC_TM)
from the current time (CUR_TM), the current time zone
information (CUR_TM_ZONE) and the time zone informa-
tion (IM_ZONE) and setting 1t in the data management
information (VOB_GI).

A reproducing device for reproducing the data from the
recording medium on which the N (N 1s an integer greater
than or equal to one) pieces of data and the M (M 1s an
integer from 1 to N both inclusive) pieces of data manage-
ment information (VOB_GI) are recorded comprises means
for reading the data recording time information (REC_TM)
from the data management information (VOB_GI) recorded
on the recording medium, means for reading the time zone
auxiliary information (TM_ZONE_SUB) from the data
management mformation (VOB_GI), means for specifying
and displaying the correction data recording time informa-
tion (MOD_REC_TM) from the time zone auxiliary infor-
mation (IM_ZONE_SUB) and the data recording time
information (REC_TM), means for selecting the data
recorded on the recording medium employing a displayed
result, and means for reading and reproducing the data
recorded on the recording medium employing a selected
result.

A reproducing device for reproducing the data from the
recording medium on which the N (N 1s an integer greater
than or equal to one) pieces of data, the total management
information (VMGI) for managing the N pieces of data, and
the M (M 1s an 1integer from 1 to N both inclusive) pieces of
data management information (VOB_GI) are recorded com-
prises means for reading the time zone information (TM_
ZONE) from the total management information (VMGI)
recorded on the recording medium, means for reading the
data recording time information (REC_TM) from the data
management information (VOB_GI) recorded on the record-
ing medium, means for reading the time zone auxiliary
information (TM_ZONE_SUB) from the data management

L L
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information (VOB_GI), means for specifying and displaying
the correction data recording time 1information

(MOD_REC_TM) from the time zone mnformation (ITM_
Z0ONE), the time zone auxiliary information (TM_ZONE_
SUB) and the data recording time information (REC_TM),
means for selecting the data recorded on the recording
medium employing a displayed result, and means for read-
ing and reproducing the data recorded on the recording
medium employing a selected result.

A reproducing device for reproducing the data from the
recording medium on which the N (N 1s an integer greater
than or equal to one) pieces of data, the total management
information (VMGI) for managing the N pieces of data, and
the M (M 1s an integer from 1 to N both inclusive) pieces of
data management information (VOB_GI) are recorded com-
prises means for specilying the current time zone mforma-
tion (CUR_TM_ZONE) indicating the standard time in an
area where the data 1s read and reproduced, means for
reading the time zone information (TM_ZONE) from the
total management information (VMGI) recorded on the
recording medium, means for reading the data recording
time information (REC_TM) from the data management
information (VOB_GI) recorded on the recording medium,
means for specitying and displaying the correction data
recording time information (MOD_REC_TM) from the cur-
rent time zone information (CUR_TM_ZONE), the time
zone mformation (ITM_ZONE) and the data recording time
information (REC_TM), means for selecting the data
recorded on the recording medium employing a displayed
result, and means for reading and reproducing the data
recorded on the recording medium employing a selected
result.

According to the invention, when the user mails the
recording medium to the world over, or employs the recorder
while moving across the frontier, the relation between the
local standard time and the time zone information stored 1n
the disk can be recorded on the recording medium in some
way.

Also, according to the mvention, the change of the time
zone and the correction for time difference of the data
recording time information can be made in a short time
without causing the inconsistency in the recording time
information between the management information and the
stream data. Also, the local time can be reproduced after the
time zone 1s changed. Moreover, the correction for time
difference can be made without changing the time zone.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram for showing an embodiment of
a recording medium according to the present invention;

FIG. 2 1s an explanatory diagram for showing an opera-
tion of the embodiment according to the imvention;

FIG. 3 1s an explanatory diagram for showing an opera-
tion of the embodiment according to the invention;

FIG. 4 15 a block diagram for showing a variation of the
recording medium according to the invention;

FIG. 5 1s a block diagram for showing an embodiment of
a recorder according to the ivention;

FI1G. 6 15 a block diagram for showing the embodiment of
the recorder according to the mvention;

FIG. 7 1s a block diagram for showing the embodiment of
the recorder according to the mvention;

FIG. 8 15 a block diagram for showing the embodiment of
the recorder according to the mvention;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

FIG. 9 1s a diagram for explaining one example of the
operation of a reproducing device according to the inven-
tion;

FIG. 10 1s a block diagram for showing an embodiment of
the reproducing device according to the invention.

FIG. 11 1s a block diagram for showing the embodiment
of the reproducing device according to the invention.

FIG. 12 1s a block diagram for showing the embodiment
of the reproducing device according to the invention;

FIG. 13 15 a block diagram for showing an embodiment of
a recorder/reproducing device according to the invention;

FIG. 14 1s a perspective view for illustrating the embodi-
ment of the recorder/reproducing device according to the
invention;

FIG. 15 15 a diagram showing one example of a recording,
method for use with the invention;

FIG. 16 15 a diagram showing one example of the record-
ing method for use with the invention;

FIG. 17 1s a diagram showing one example of the record-
ing method for use with the invention;

FIG. 18 15 a diagram showing one example of the record-
ing method for use with the invention;

FIG. 19 15 a diagram showing one example of a repro-
ducing method for use with the invention;

FIG. 20 1s a diagram showing one example of the repro-
ducing method for use with the invention; and

FIG. 21 1s a diagram showing one example of the repro-
ducing method for use with the ivention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
EMBODIMENTS

L1l

The preferred embodiment of the present invention will
be described below with reference to the drawings.

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram showing an embodiment of a
recording medium according to the invention. In FIG. 1, the
recording medium (1) 1s typically comprised of a volume
structure (2) indicating the logical structure of the whole
recording medium and a logical volume space (3) which 1s
a data recording space under the management of the volume
structure (2). The logical volume space (3) 1s an area for
recording the data as a file principally, having a route
directory ROOT (4) and a sub-directory DIR (3) under the
route directory ROOT (4). It 1s common that the file 1s
recorded under the sub-directory DIR (3), or directly under
the root directory ROOT (4). The recording medium (1) may
be typically an optical disk such as a DVD (Digital Versatile
Disc), a magneto-optical disk such as an MO, or a magnetic
disk such as a HDD (Hard Disc Drive). The volume structure
(2), the logical volume space (3), the root directory ROOT
(4), the sub-directory DIR (5), and the file management
method can be made using the conventional technique of the
file system 1n accordance with the ISO/IEC13346 standards,
and therefore the illustration and explanation are omitted.
Hence, various kinds of specific files and the data structure
of the file will be described below.

First of all, the N (N 1s an integer greater than and equal
to one) pieces of data (7) such as dynamic 1image data, still
picture data or voice data are recorded in one data file (6)
collectively. This 1s a commonly employed method to facili-
tate the file management. With this method, 1n the case
where the data recording time information DT_REC_TM(8)
1s recorded at the top of the data (7), like the technique as
described 1 JP-A-2000-113641 specification, the effect of
the invention becomes remarkable. For the purpose of being
consistent between the case where the data recording time

information DT_REC_TM(8) 1s recorded and the case
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where 1t 1s not recorded, a systematic management infor-
mation file (9) may be employed. Therefore, the data record-
ing time information DT_REC_TM(8) 1s not a requisite 1tem
to carry out the imnvention, but may be dealt with optionally.
The detailed data structure of the data recording time
information DT_REC_TM(8) will be described later. In the
tollowing, the data structure of the management information
file (9) which 1s a feature of the present invention will be
mainly described below.

The management information file (9) records the infor-
mation for managing the data (7) collectively, and comprises
the total management information VMGI (10) and the data
management information VOB_GI(11).

The total management information VMGI(10) manages
collectively the 1items common to all the N pieces of data,
and comprises the time zone information TM_ZONE(12)
which 1s a feature of the invention. The time zone 1nforma-
tion TM_ZONE (12) indicates the standard time of an area
where the data 1s recorded, and may be represented 1n terms
ol a time difference between the standard time of the area
and the universal time (Greenwich Mean Time) which 1is
indicated by a positive or negative value (e.g., two byes) 1n
a unit of minute, for example. The total management 1nfor-
mation VMGI(10) may hold, in addition to the time zone
information TM_ZONE(12), an identifier to indicate a data
management method for use with the management informa-
tion file (9), the version information, the pointer information
to the data management information VOB_GI(11) as will be
described later, and the size information of the management
information file (9), but because they are not related directly
to the gist of the invention, the 1llustration and explanation
are omitted.

The data management information VOB_GI(11) manages
the data (7) individually, and comprises the data recording
time information REC_TM(13) and the time zone auxiliary
information TM_ZONE_SUB(14) which are a feature of the
invention. Herein, there are two cases where the data (7) and
the data management imnformation VOB_GI(11) are man-
aged 1n a relation of one-to-one correspondence, or where
one data management information VOB_GI(11) 1s provided
for a data group of plural pieces of data (7), like the
technique as described 1n JP-A-2000-134565 specification.

Hence, the number (M) of data management information

VOB_GI(11) 1s an integer from one to the number (N) of

data (7) both inclusive. In the same figure, #1 (1 1s an 1nteger)
denotes an 1-th element, and 1s employed similarly 1n other
figures. The data management information VOB_GI(11)
may hold, 1n addition to the data recording time information
REC_TM(13) and the time zone auxiliary information
TM_ZONE_SUB(14), the number of data (7) managed by
the data management information VOB_GI(11), the pointer
information or data size information to have access to
individual data, the data reproduction time length informa-
tion, the text information representing a title associated with
the data, and the data attribute information such as an
encoding method, the resolution and the sampling frequency
when the data (7) 1s the 1mage or voice, but because they are
not related directly to the gist of the invention, the 1llustra-
tion and explanation are omitted.

The data recording time information DT _REC_TM(8)
and REC_TM(13) represents the time when the data man-
agement information VOB_GI(11) and the corresponding
data (7) are recorded on the recording medium (1), on the
basis of the standard time indicated by the time zone
information TM_ZONE (12), which can be expressed, for
example, 1n terms of a total of 40 bits (=5 bytes) including
a year (14 biats), a month (4 bits), a day (5 bits), an hour (5
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bits), a minute (6 bits), and a second (6 bits). In the case
where one data management information VOB_GI(11) 1s
provided for a data group of plural pieces of data (7), like the
technique as described 1n JP-A-2000-134565 specification,
the first data recording time imnformation F_REC_TM (e.g.,
five bytes) and the last data recording time information
L REC_TM (e.g., five bytes) within the data group are
stored (e.g., a total of 10 byes) as the data recording time
information REC_TM(13).

The time zone auxiliary information TM_ZONE_SUB
(14) will be described below with reference to FIGS. 2 and
3.

FIG. 2 1s an operation diagram wherein the time zone
information REC_TM_ZONE(1S5) at the time of recording

the data 1s set as the time zone auxiliary information
TM_ZONE_SUB(14). When the data (7) 1s recorded on the
recording medium (1), the time zone 1nformation
TM_ZONE(2) set in the total management information
VMGI(10) 1s acquired, and the same value 1s set in the time
zone auxiliary information TM_ZONE_SUB(14) as the time
zone 1nformation REC_TM_ZONE(1S) at the time of
recording the data. Thereaiter, when the time zone informa-
tion TM_ZONE(12) within the total management informa-
tion VMGI(10) 1s changed, the data recording time infor-
mation REC_TM(13) 1n the data management information
VOB_GI(11) 1s only changed, and the time zone auxiliary
information TM_ZONE_SUB(14) and the data recording
time information DT_REC_TM(8) in the data file (6) are not
changed. Thereby, there 1s no need of reading all the data file
(6) of large size, correcting the data recording time
DT _REC_TM(8) for time difference, and rewriting all the
data, resulting in the faster processing. Further, since the
data recording time mformation DT_REC_TM(8) to which
(the value of TM_ZONE(12)-the value of TM_ZONE_SUB
(14)) 1s added must be coincident with the data recording
time 1mformation REC_TM(13), there 1s no inconsistency
between the mformation of the data file (6) and the infor-
mation of the management information file (9). After chang-
ing the time zone information TM_ZONE(12), the local
standard time at the time of recording the data 1s recorded 1n
the time zone auxiliary mformation TM_ZONE_SUB(14),
whereby the data recording time information REC_TM(8)
alter correcting for time difference to which (the value of
TM_ZONE_SUB(14)-the value of TM_ZONE(12)) 1s
added can reproduce the local time at the time of recording.

FIG. 3 1s an operation diagram wherein the time zone
differential information TM_ZONE_DIF(16) at the time of
recording the data 1s set as the time zone auxiliary informa-
tion TM_ZONE_SUB(14). The time zone diflerential infor-
mation TM_ZONE_DIF(16) 1s a differential value (1.e., the
value of REC_TM_ZONE(15)-the value of TM_ZONE
(12)) between the time zone information REC_TM_ZONE
(15) at the time of recording the data and the time zone
information TM_ZONE(12) set in the total management
information VMGI(10). Unlike the operation of FIG. 2,
when the time zone mformation TM_ZONE(12) within the
total management information VMGI(10) 1s changed, the
data recording time information REC_TM(13) with 1n the
data management information VOB-GI(11) and the time
zone differential information TM_ZONE_DIF(16) are
changed simultaneously. Thereby, there 1s no need of read-
ing all the data file (6) of large size, correcting the data
recording time DT _REC_TM(8) for time difference and
rewriting all the data in the same way as previously

described, resulting 1n the faster processing. Further, the data
recording time information DT_REC_TM(8) to which the

value of TM_ZONE_SUB(14) 1s added must be coincident
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with the data recording time information REC_TM(13),
whereby there 1s no 1inconsistency in the information
between the data file (6) and the management information
file (9). Also, after changing the time zone information
TM_ZONE((2), if the value of TM_ZONE_ZUB(14) 1is
subtracted from the data recording time information
REC_TM(8) after correcting for time difl

erence, the local
time at the time of recording the data can be reproduced.

This method has a feature that the time zone differential
information TM_ZONE_DIF(16) may remain zero until the
time zone mformation TM_ZONE(12) 1s changed.

FIG. 4 shows a variation of the data management infor-
mation VOB_GI(11). In the same figure, the data manage-
ment mformation VOB_GI(11) carries the data recording
time information REC_TM(13) and the time zone auxiliary
information TM_ZONE_SUB(14) as described previously,
as well as a time zone auxiliary information flag

TM_ZONE_SUB_FLAG(17). This flag functions to indi-
cate whether or not the value stored in the data area 1is

N B

cllective as the time zone auxiliary information TM_ZONE _
SUB(14), when the already reserved data area 1s used as an
area for storing the time zone auxiliary information
TM_ZONE_SUB(14). Then, the value 1s defined as zero
when the data area (e.g., two bytes) 1s 1n a reserved state.
And the most significant bit of the data area 1s assigned to
the time zone auxiliary mnformation flag TM_ZONE_SUB_
FLAG(17), and the remaining fifteen bits are assigned to the
time zone auxiliary mformation TM_ZONE_SUB(14). In

this way, only if the time zone auxiliary information flag
TM_ZONE_SUB_FLAG(17) 1s 1, the time zone auxiliary

information TM_ZONE_SUB(14) can be selectively
employed to correct for time difference.

FIG. 5 1s a block diagram showing an embodiment of a
recorder according to the invention. The recorder (18) 1s one
example of the device having a function of recording newly
the data and the management information on the recording
medium. First of all, the data file (6) 1s written onto the
recording medium (1) by data writing means (200). Along
with this, the time zone information (12) at the time of
recording 1s specified by time zone information TM_ZONE
specifying means (19), and the value 1s set in the total
management information VMGI(10) by total management
information VMGI setting means (20), and written into the
management information file (9) of the recording medium
(1). Also, after the data recording time information
REC_TM(13) 1s specified by data recording time informa-
tion REC_TM specilying means (21), and the time zone
auxiliary information TM_ZONE_SUB(14) 1s specified by
time zone auxiliary information TM_ZONE_SUB specily-
ing means (22), a value 1s set in the data management
information VOB_GI(11) by data management information
VOB_GI setting means (23) and written into the manage-
ment information file (9) of the recording medium (1).
Herein, the time zone information TM_ZONE speciiying
means (19) may be implemented by providing the recorder
18 with a switch or a menu screen for selecting one of plural
pieces of time zone mformation (e.g., 2 bytes), for example.
The data recording time information REC_TM specitying
means (21) can be implemented by generating the REC_TM
value (e.g., 5 bytes), employing a timer (clock) progressing,
in a unit of second, for example. The time zone auxiliary
information TM_ZONE_SUB specitying means (22) can be
implemented by using the output from the time zone infor-
mation TM_ZONE specifying means (19) with the method
of FIG. 2, or the outputting zero with the method of FIG. 3.
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The configuration of means (200) (20) (23) for writing the
information on the recording medium (1) will be described
later.

FIG. 6 1s a block diagram showing an embodiment of
another recorder (24) according to the invention. It 1s
supposed that the recorder (24) carries (caches) the man-
agement information already recorded, and 1s illustrative of
the device having a function of changing the time zone
information 1n the management information on the basis of
the method as shown 1n FIG. 3. A section for enabling the
data writing means (200) to write the data file (6) on the
recording medium (1) has the same configuration as shown
in FIG. 5. Employing means (25) for specifying the new
time zone nformation TM ZONE 1 and the time zone
information TM_ZONE changing means (26), the old time
zone information TM_ZONE_0 carried 1n the total manage-
ment mformation VMGI setting means (28) 1s read and
changed to the new time zone information TM_ZONE_1,
which 1s then written into the management information file
(9) of the recording medium (1). Along with this, a differ-
ential value DELTA_TM_ZONE (1.e., TM_ZONE_1-TM_
ZONE_0) between the time zone mnformation TM_ZONE
before and after change 1s calculated by differential value

calculating means (27), and entered into the data recording
time mformation REC_TM changing means (29-1 to 29-M)
and the time zone auxihiary information TM_ZONE_SUB
changing means (30-1 to 30-M). Herein, an integer value M
signifies the number of data management information
VOB_GI. In the data recording time mformation REC_TM
changing means (29-1 to 29-M), the old data recording time
information REC_TM_0 carried in the data management
information VOB_GI setting means (31-1 to 31-M) 1s read,
and the old data recording time information REC_TM_0
plus the differential value DELTA_TM_ZONE 1s reset as the
new data recording time information REC_TM_1 1n the data
management information VOB_GI. Also, 1n the time zone
auxiliary information TM_ZONE_SUB changing means
(30-1 to 30-M), the old time zone auxihiary information
TM_ZONE_SUB_0 1s read, and the old time zone auxiliary
information TM_ZONE_SUB_0 plus the differential value
DELTA_TM_ZONE 1s reset as the new time zone auxihiary
information TM_ZONE_SUB_1 i the data management
information VOB_GI. Thereafter, the data management
information VOB_GI setting means (31) writes the data
management information VOB_GI(11-1 to 11-M) to the
management information file (9) of the recording medium
(1). Herein, the new time zone information TM_ZONE_1
speciiying means (25) may be implemented by providing the
recorder (24) with a switch or a menu screen for selecting
one of plural pieces of time zone mnformation (e.g., 2 bytes),
for example. The configuration of the means (200)(28)(31-1
to 31-M) for writing the information into the recording

medium (1) will be described later. Also, 1t 1s apparent that
the calculation of the differential value DELTA TM ZONE

may be eflective by defining TM_ZONE_0-TM_ZONE_1,
and exchanging addition and subtraction while reversing the
signs 1n the expression. The same applies i1n the other
drawings.

FIG. 7 1s a block diagram showing an embodiment of
another recorder (201) according to the invention. It 1s
supposed that the recorder (201) carries (caches) the man-
agement information already recorded, and 1s illustrative of
the device having a function of changing the time zone
information 1n the management information on the basis of
the method as shown 1n FIG. 2. A section for enabling the
data writing means (200) to write the data file (6) on the
recording medium (1) has the same configuration as shown
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in FIG. 5. Employing means (25) for specifying the new
time zone i1nformation TM ZONE 1 and the time zone
information TM_ZONE changing means (26), the old time
zone information TM_ZONE_0 carried 1n the total manage-
ment information VMGI setting means (28) 1s read and
changed to the new time zone information TM_ZONE 1,
which 1s then written 1nto the management information {file
(9) of the recording medium (1). Along with this, a differ-
ential value DELTA_TM_ZONE (1.e., TM_ZONE_1-TM_
ZONE_0) between the time zone information TM_ZONE
before and after change 1s calculated by differential value
calculating means (27), and entered into the data recording
time information REC_TM changing means (29-1 to 29-M).
Herein, an integer value M signifies the number of data
management information VOB_GI. In the data recording
time information REC_TM changing means (29-1 to 29-M),
the old data recording time mformation REC_TM_0 carried
in the data management information VOB_GI setting means
(31-1 to 31-M) 1s read, and the old data recording time
information REC_TM_0 plus the differential value
DELTA_TM_ZONE 1s reset as the new data recording time
information REC_TM_1 1n the data management informa-
tion VOB_GI. Thereaftter, the data management information
VOB_GI setting means (31) writes the data management
information VOB_GI(11-1 to 11-M) into the management
information file (9) of the recording medium (1). Herein, the
new time zone information TM_ZONE_1 specilying means
(25) may be implemented by providing the recorder (24)
with a switch or a menu screen for selecting one of plural
pieces of time zone mformation (e.g., 2 bytes), for example.
The configuration of the means (200)(28)(31-1 to 31-M) for
writing the information into the recording medium (1) wall
be described later.

FIG. 8 1s a block diagram showing an embodiment of
another recorder (32) according to the invention. The
recorder (32) 1s illustrative of the device having a function
of specilying the data recording time information REC_TM
(13) when recording the data 1n an area with a time differ-
ence from the time zone without changing the time zone
information TM_ZONE(12) stored in the management
information already recorded. A section for enabling the data
writing means (200) to write the data file (6) on the record-
ing medium (1) has the same configuration as shown 1n FIG.
5. Along with this, there are provided means (33) for
specilying the time zone information CUR_TM_ZONE 1n
recording the data (hereinafter referred to as at current time),
means (34) for reading the time zone information
TM_ZONE from the total management information VMGI
(10) of the management information file (9) recorded on the
recording medium (1), and means (335) for specitying the
current time CUR_TM. Based on a result of output, the data
recording time information REC_TM(13) 1s specified by the
data recording time information REC_TM specifying means
(36), and set to the data management information VOB_GI
(11) by data management nformation VOB_GI setting
means (37) and written into the management information file
(9) of the recording medium (1). Herein, the current time
zone information CUR_TM_ZONE speciiying means (33)
may be implemented by providing the recorder (32) with a
switch or a menu screen for selecting one of plural pieces of
time zone information (e.g., 2 bytes), for example. The
current time CUR_TM specitying means (35) can be imple-
mented by generating the CUR_TM value (e.g., 5 bytes),
employing a timer (clock) progressing 1n a unit of second,
for example. The data recording time mnformation REC_TM
specilying means (36) makes an arithmetic operation of

(REC_TM value=CUR_TM value+TM_ZONE value-
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CUR_TM_ZONE value), and can be implemented by typi-
cal addition/subtraction means. The configuration of means
(200)(37) for writing the information into the recording
medium (1) or means (34) for reading the information from
the recording medium (1) will be described later.

The operation of the recorder (32) as shown in FIG. 8 will
be described below by way of example. For example, 1n a
situation where the time zone information TM_ZONE(12) 1n
the recording medium (1) indicates the Japanese standard
time (universal time+nine hours), 1t 1s supposed that the user
1s moved to Tatwan with a time difference of one hour with
respect to Japan. Then, the current time zone information
CUR_TM_ZONE 1s set to Tatwan standard time (umiversal
time+eight hours). If the data 1s recorded at three i the
alfternoon (1.e., the current time CUR_TM=15), the data
recording time information REC_TM 1s calculated as
REC TM vwvalue=CUR TM wvalue+TM ZONE value-
CUR_TM_ ZONE value=15+9-8=16 1n accordance with the
previous expression, and recorded on the recording medium
(1). Thereby, even if the user records the data at the local
current time, the data recording time information REC_TM
(13) consistent with the time zone information TM_ZONE
(12) can be written on the recording medium (1).

FIG. 9 illustrates one example of the operation of a
selection menu screen (38) 1n a reproducing device accord-
ing to the mvention. The selection menu screen (38) 1ndi-
cates a menu screen displayed on a display terminal dedi-
cated to the reproducing device, or a monitor for the
television or personal computer (hereinafter referred to as
the PC). A selection cursor (43) 1s moved 1n accordance with
the user’s entry to select a title to be reproduced from among
a plurality of titles (39), so that a reproduction instruction
can be 1ssued to the reproducing device. Herein, the display
of a title can be made using a typical method of recording the
text information representing the title 1n the data manage-
ment information VOB_GI(11), and reading and displaying
it. Therefore, the 1llustration and explanation are omitted.
The features of the invention will be described below.

In FIG. 9, the title (39) and the data recording time are
displayed on the selection menu screen (38), wherein 1t 1s
desirable that the display of data content 1s more 1maginable
to the user. Then, the data recording time 1s preferably the
local time (40) when the user records the data, and naturally
contains a time difference depending on the area for photo-
graphing. I the information as shown in FIG. 2 or 3 1s set
as the time zone auxiliary mmformation TM_ZONE_SUB
(14), employing the management mmformation file (9) as
shown in FIG. 1, the data recording time (40) 1n the actual
location can be reproduced, as previously described. A
change button (41) 1s displayed on the screen or equipped 1n
the reproducing device, as required, to switch the data
recording time information (13) recorded on the recording
medium (1) and the local time (40) to be displayed. A
photographing place (42) can be easily displayed by speci-
tying 1t on the basis of a difference (1.e., differential time)
between the data recording time information (13) and the
local time (40), 11 a table of correspondence between the
differential time and the place 1s prepared 1n a solid-state
memory. Also, a representative city name (44) which 1s a
basis of the differential time may be displayed by specifying
it from the time zone imformation TM_ZONE(12) recorded
on the recording medium (1).

FIG. 10 1s a block diagram showing an embodiment of a
reproducing device (45) according to the mvention. The
reproducing device (45) has a function of specitying and
displaying the local time (40) as shown 1n FIG. 9, using the
management information based on the method as shown in
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FIG. 2. First of all, the time zone information TM_ZONE
(12) 1s read from the total management information VMGI
(10) 1n the management information file (9) recorded on the
recording medium (1) by the time zone information
TM_ZONE reading means (48), and iput into the correc-
tion data recording time mnformation MOD_REC_TM speci-
tying means (31-1 to 51-M). On the other hand, the data
recording time mformation REC_TM(13-1 to 13-M) 1s read
from the data management information VOB_GI(11-1 to
11-M) in the management information file (9) recorded on

the recording medium (1) by the data recording time 1nfor-

mation REC_TM reading means (49-1 to 49-M), and the
time zone auxiliary information TM_ZONE_SUB(14-1 to
14-M) 1s read by the time zone auxihiary information
TM_ZONE_SUB reading means (50-1 to 50-M), and 1nput
into the correction data recording time information
MOD_REC_TM specitying means (51-1 to 531-M). In the
correction data recording time information MOD_REC_TM
specilying means (51-1 to 531-M), an arnithmetic operation of
(MOD_REC_TM value=REC_TM value+TM_ZONE_
SUB value-TM_ZONE value) 1s made to obtain the cor-
rection data recording time information MOD_REC_TM. In
the display means (52), the correction data recording time
information MOD_REC_TM 1s displayed as the local time
(40), and the selection cursor (43) 1s displayed and the
selected result 1s acquired 1n the selecting means (53). Based
on 1ts selected result, the data file (6) 1s selectively read from
the recording medium (1) by the data reading means (46),
and reproduced and output as the image or voice by the
reproducing means (47). The configuration of reading means
(46)(48)(49-1 to 49-M) (50-1 to 50-M) of the information

from the recording medium (1) and the reproducing means
(47) will be described later.

FIG. 11 15 a block diagram showing an embodiment of a
reproducing device (202) according to the mmvention. The
reproducing device (202) has a function of specitying and
displaying the local time (40) as shown 1n FIG. 9, using the
management information based on the method as shown in
FIG. 3. First of all, the data recording time information
REC_TM(13-1 to 13-M) 1s read from the data management
information VOB_GI(11-1 to 11-M) in the management
information file (9) recorded on the recording medium (1) by
the data recording time information REC_TM reading
means (49-1 to 49-M), and the time zone auxiliary infor-
mation TM_ZONE_SUB(14-1 to 14-M) 1s read by the time
zone auxiliary mnformation TM_ZONE_SUB reading means
(50-1 to 50-M), and put into the correction data recording
time information MOD_REC_TM specifying means (51-1
to 51-M). In the correction data recording time information
MOD_REC_TM specitying means (31-1 to 51-M), an arith-
metic operation of (MOD_REC_TM value=REC_TM
value+TM_ZONE_SUB value) 1s made to obtain the cor-
rection data recording time information MOD_REC_TM. In
the display means (52), the correction data recording time
information MOD_REC_TM 1s displayed as the local time
(40), and the selection cursor (43) 1s displayed and the
selected result 1s acquired 1n the selecting means (53). Based
on 1ts selected result, the data file (6) 1s selectively read from
the recording medium (1) by the data reading means (46),
and reproduced and output as the image or voice by the
reproducing means (47). The configuration of reading means
(46)(48)(49-1 to 49-M) (50-1 to 50-M) of the information
from the recording medium (1) and the reproducing means
(47) will be described later.

FIG. 12 1s a block diagram showing an embodiment of a
reproducing device (34) according to the mvention. The
reproducing device (54) has a function of displaying the data
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recording information REC_TM(13) recorded on the record-
ing medium (1) by modifying the differential time using the
current time zone information CUR_TM ZONE set within
the device. First of all, the current time zone information
CUR_TM_ZONE 1s specified by the current time zone
information CUR_TM_ZONE specifying means (55), and
input nto the correction data recording time information
MOD_REC_TM specitying means (51-1 to 51-M), as will
be described later. Herein, the current time zone information
CUR_TM_ZONE specilying means (35) may be imple-
mented by providing the reproducing device (54) with a
switch or a menu screen for selecting one of plural pieces of
time zone information (e.g., 2 bytes), for example. On the
other hand, the time zone information TM_ZONE(12) 1s
read from the total management information VMGI(10) 1n
the management information file (9) recorded on the record-
ing medium (1) by the time zone mformation TM_ZONE
reading means (56), and mput into the correction data
recording time information MOD_REC_TM specifying
means (57-1 to 57-M), as will be described later. Also, the
data recording time information REC_TM(13-1 to 13-M) 1s
read from the data management information VOB_GI(11-1
to 11-M) 1n the management information file (9) recorded on
the recording medium (1) by the data recording time infor-
mation REC_TM reading means (49-1 to 49-M), and input
into the correction data recording time 1nformation
MOD_REC_TM specitying means (57-1 to 57-M). In the
correction data recording time information MOD_REC_TM

speciiying means (57-1 to 57-M), an arithmetic operation of
(MOD_REC_TM  value=REC_TM  value+CUR_TM_

ZONE_SUB value-TM_ZONE value) 1s made to obtain the
correction data recording, time information
MOD_REC_TM. In the display means (52), the correction
data recording time information MOD_REC_TM 1s dis-
played as the local time (40), and the selection cursor (43)
1s displayed and the selected result 1s acquired in the
selecting means (33). Based on 1ts selected result, the data
file (6) 1s selectively read from the recording medium (1) by
the data reading means (46), and reproduced and output as
the 1mage or voice by the reproducing means (47). The
configuration of reading means (46)(56)(49-1 to 49-M) of
the information from the recording medium (1) and the
reproducing means (47) will be described later.

FIGS. 13 and 14 are a block diagram and a perspective
view showing an embodiment of a recorder/reproducing
device according to the invention, respectively. The
recorder/reproducing device may be configured to be a
special-purpose hardware, or control a general-purpose
hardware for the personal computer in accordance with a
control procedure (heremafiter referred to as a program) as
will be described later. In any case, a control section (58)
operates on the basis of a memory (66) storing the program.
The memory (66) storing the program may use the same
recording medium as a memory (67) storing the manage-
ment mnformation as will be described later, or they may be
differently configured such that the memory (66) may be a
recording medium which 1s unsuitable for frequently rewrit-
ing the data such as a read only memory (ROM) or a flash
memory, and the memory (67) may be a recording medium
which 1s suitable for frequently rewriting the data such as a
DRAM (Dynamic Random Access Memory) or an SRAM
(Static Random Access Memory). The content (program) of
the memory (66) storing the program may be preinstalled by
the device manufacturer before shipment of the device, or
read from another recording medium (computer readable
recording medium) storing the program before operation of
the device, as shown 1n FIG. 14.
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The recorder/reproducing device as shown 1n FIG. 13 first
accepts an operation mstruction from the user on an opera-
tion section (59), and the control section (58) controls the
operation of each section as will be described later. At the
time of recording, a signal of 1mage or voice 1s input from
an mput section (60), and encoded in accordance with the
MPEG by an encoder (39). The encoded data such as the
dynamic 1mage, still picture or voice 1s mput via a track
butler (62) mto a drive (63), and recorded on the recording,
medium (1). Then, the management information as shown in
FIGS. 1 to 4 1s also recorded under the control of the control
section (58). The management information 1s difficult to
record at the same time while the encoded data 1s recorded
in real time. Hence, the management information may be
once recorded 1n the memory (67) storing the management
information, and recorded on the recording medium (1) after
the end of recording the encoded data.

At the time of reproduction, after the management infor-
mation 1s once read from the recording medium (1) 1nto the
memory (67) by the drive (63), the encoded data 1s read on
the basis of 1ts information and 1nput into the track bufler
(62). The encoded data from the track bufler (62) 1s decoded
by a decoder (64), and output from an output section (63).
Each section as shown in the same figure can be easily
realized by the well-known technique. The detailed illustra-
tion and explanation of operation are omitted.

FIG. 14 illustrates one example in which the recorder/
reproducing device 1s constituted using a computer. In FIG.
14, the recorder/reproducing device comprises a computer
main unit (70), a monitor (68) for displaying the image, a
speaker (69) for outputting the voice, a mouse (71) and a
keyboard (72) for inputting an operation 1struction from the
user, and a drive (73) for recording or reproducing the data
onto or from the recording medium (1). The recording
medium (1) stores a program for controlling the computer
(70), and a reading operation (1nstall) of reading the program
into the memory (66) within the computer via the drive (73)
may be performed, before operating the recorder/reproduc-
ing device. The computer readable recording medium (1)
may be a rewritable recording medium such as DVD-RAM,
MO, or a floppy disk to record the program on the same
medium as the data such as the 1image or voice, or may be

a reproduction dedicated disk such as CD-ROM or DVD-
ROM.

The recorder, the reproducing device, and the selection
menu screen as previously described and shown 1n FIGS. 5
to 12 may be replaced in configuration with the recorder/
reproducing device as shown 1 FIGS. 13 and 14. Also, the
writing means (200)(20)(23)(28)(31-1 to 31-M)(37) for
writing the information into the recording medium (1) or the
reading means (34)(46)(48) (49-1 to 49-M) (50-1 to 50-M)
(56) for reading the information from the recording medium
(1) correspond to the drive (63)(73) as shown 1 FIGS. 13
and 14, and the reproducing means (47) corresponds to the
decoder (64) as shown 1 FIG. 13.

The recording method and the reproducing method of the
invention will be described below 1n connection with the
operation (1.e., the content of program) of the control section
(58) as shown in FIG. 13. The name and structure of the
management imnformation are the same as those shown in
FIG. 1.

FIG. 15 shows a method for embodying the operation of
the recorder as shown in FIG. 5 with a program as one
example of the recording method for use with the invention.
In FIG. 15, the recording operation 1s started at step (74).
Then the data such as the image or voice 1s recorded on the
recording medium at step (75), as previously described and
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shown 1n FIG. 13. Subsequently, the time zone information
TM_ZONE (12) 1s specified at step (76). Then, the time zone
information TM_ZONE (12) 1s set 1n the total management
information VMGI(10) at step (77). The total management
information VMGI(10) 1s recorded on the recording medium
(1) at step (78). On the other hand, the data recording time
information REC_TM(13) 1s specified at step (79), and set
in the data management imformation VOB_GI(11) at step
(80). Also, the time zone auxiliary information TM_ZONE _
SUB(14) 1s specified at step (81), and 1s set in the data
management information VOB GI(11) at step (82). Lastly,
the data management information VOB_GI(11) 1s recorded
on the recording medium (1) at step (83). Then the recording
1s ended at step (84). Herein, the time zone information
TM_ZONE (12) at step (76) can be specified by selecting
one of plural pieces of time zone information (e.g., two-byte
value) and storing it in the memory, for example. The data
recording time information REC_TM(13) at step (79) can be
specified by generating the REC_TM value (e.g., five-byte
value) with a timer (clock) which can progress 1n a unit of
second, for example. The time zone auxiliary information
TM_ZONE_SUB(14) at step (81) can be specified by out-
putting the value of the time zone information TM_ZONE
(12) directly with the method as shown i FIG. 2, or
outputting zero with the method as shown 1n FIG. 3.

FIG. 16 shows a method for embodying the operation of
the recorder as shown in FIG. 6 with a program as one
example of the recording method for use with the invention.
In FIG. 15, the recording operation 1s started at step (85).
Then the data such as the image or voice 1s recorded on the
recording medium at step (86), as previously described and
shown 1n FIG. 13. Subsequently, the new time zone infor-
mation TM_ZONE_1 1s specified at step (87). Then, the
value (ITM_ZONE_0) of the time zone iniormation
TM_ZONE (12) already set in the total management infor-
mation VMGI(10) 1s changed to the new value (TM_
ZONE_1) which 1s then reset in the total management
information VMGI(10) at step (88). Along with this, the
differential value DELTA_TM_ZONE (i1.e., TM_ZONE_1-
TM_ZONE_0) between the time zone information
TM_ZONE belfore and after change 1s calculated at step
(89). A vanable 11s prepared, and mitialized to 1 at step (90).
Then, the loop process 1s entered. At step (91), the value
REC TM 1 which 1s the value REC TM 0 of the data
recording time information REC_TM(13) already set 1n the
1-th data management information VOB_GI(11) plus the
differential value DELTA TM_ ZONE 1s calculated, and
reset 1n the data management information VOB_GI(11). At
step (92), the value TM_ZONE_SUB_1 which 1s the value
TM_ZONE_SUB_0 of the time zone auxiliary information
TM_ZONE_SUB(14-1) already set 1n the 1-th data manage-
ment information VOB_GI(11-1) plus the differential value
DELTA_TM_ZONE 1s calculated, and reset in the data
management information VOB_GI(11-1). At step (93), 1t 1s
determined whether or not all the data management infor-
mation VOB_GI(11-1) 1s processed. IT all processed, the
operation proceeds to step (93), or otherwise, the value of
the variable 1 1s incremented by 1 at step (94), and the
operation transiers to step (91). Lastly, the data management
information VOB_GI(11) 1s recorded on the recording
medium (1) at step (935). The recording 1s ended at step (96).
Herein, the new time zone iformation TM_ZONE_1 at step
(87) can be specified by selecting one of plural pieces of
time zone information (e.g., two-byte value) and storing 1t in
the memory, for example.

FIG. 17 shows a method for embodying the operation of
the recorder as shown 1 FIG. 7 with a program as one
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example of the recording method for use with the invention.
In FIG. 17, the recording operation 1s started at step (85).
Then the data such as the image or voice 1s recorded on the
recording medium at step (86), as previously described and
shown 1n FIG. 13. Subsequently, the new time zone infor-
mation TM_ZONE_1 1s specified at step (87). Then, the
value (ITM_ZONE_0) of the time zone information
TM_ZONE (12) already set 1n the total management nfor-
mation V\/[Gl(l(l) 1s changed to the new wvalue (ITM_

ZONE_1) which 1s then reset in the total management
information VMGI(10) at step (88). Along with this, the
differential value DELTA_TM_ZONE (1.e., TM_ZONE_1-
TM_ZONE_0) between the time zone information
TM_ZONE belore and after change is calculated at step
(89). A variable 1 1s prepared, and 1initialized to 1 at step (90).
Then, the loop process 1s entered. At step (91), the value
REC TM 1 which 1s the value REC TM 0 of the data
recording time imnformation REC_TM(13-1) already set 1n the
1-th data management information VOB_GI(11-1) plus the
differential value DELTA _TM_ ZONE 1s calculated, and
reset 1n the data management information VOB_GI(11-1). At
step (93), 1t 1s determined whether or not all the data
management information VOB_GI(11-1) 1s processed. It all
processed, the operation proceeds to step (95), or otherwise,
the value of the variable 1 1s incremented by 1 at step (94),
and operation transfers to step (91). Lastly, the data man-
agement information VOB_GI(11) 1s recorded on the
recording medium (1) at step (95). The recording 1s ended at
step (96). Herein, the new time zone information
TM_ZONE_1 at step (87) can be specified by selecting one
of plural pieces of time zone information (e.g., two-byte
value) and storing 1t 1n the memory, for example.

FIG. 18 shows a method for embodying the operation of
the recorder as shown in FIG. 8 with a program as one
example of the recording method for use with the invention.
In FIG. 18, the recording operation 1s started at step (97).
Then the data such as the image or voice 1s recorded on the
recording medium at step (98), as previously described and
shown i FIG. 13.(Subsequently, the current time zone
information CUR_TM_ZONE 1s specified at step (99).
Then, the time zone information TM_ZONE (12) 1s read
from the total management information VMGI(10) recorded
on the recording medium (1) at step (100). At step (101), the
current time CUR_TM 1s specified. At step (102), the data
recording time mformation REC_TM(13) 1s specified from

the current time CUR_TM, the current time zone informa-
tion CUR_TM ZONE, and the time zone information

TM_ZONE@12). At step (103), the data recording time
information REC_TM(13) 1s set in the data management
information VOB_GI(11). At step (104), the data manage-
ment information VOB_GI(11) 1s recorded on the recording,
medium (1). The recording operation 1s ended at step (1035).
Herein, at step (99), the current time zone information
CUR_TM_ZONE can be specified by selecting one of plural
pieces of time zone information (e.g., two-byte value) and
storing 1t in the memory, for example. At step (101), the
current time information REC_TM can be specified by
generating the CUR_TM value (e.g., five-byte value) with a
timer (clock) which can progress 1mn a unit of second, for

example. At step (102), the data recording time information
REC_TM(13) can be specified by making an arithmetic

operation of (REC_TM value=CUR_TM value+TM_Z0ONE
value—-CUR_TM_ZONE value).

FIG. 19 shows a method for embodying the operation of
the reproducing device as shown in FIG. 10 with a program
as one example of the reproducing method for use with the
invention. In FIG. 19, the reproducing operation 1s started at
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step (106). Then, the time zone information TM_ZONE(12)
1s read from the total management information VMGI(10)
recorded on the recording medmum (1) at step (107). A
variable 1 1s prepared, and mitialized to 1 at step (108). Then,
the loop process 1s entered. At step (109), the data recording
time mnformation REC_TM(13-1) 1s read from the 1-th data
management information VOB_GI(11-1) recorded on the
recording medium (1). At step (110), the time zone auxiliary
information TM_ZONE_SUB(14-1) 1s read from the 1-th
data management information VOB_GI(11-1) recorded on

the recording medium (1). Subsequently, at step (111), an
arithmetic operation of (MOD_REC_TM value=REC_TM
value+TM_ZONE_SUB value-TM_ZONE value) 1s per-
formed, using the time zone information TM_ZONE(12),
the data recording time information REC_TM(13-1) and the
time zone auxiliary information TM_ZONE=SUB(14-1) to
specily the correction data recording time information
MOD_REC_TM and display 1t 1n a format as shown 1n FIG.
9. At step (112), 1t 1s determined whether or not all the data
management information VOB_GI(11) are processed. If all
processed, the operation proceeds to step (114), or other-
wise, the value of the variable 1 1s incremented by 1 at step
(113), and the operation transiers to step (109). At step (114),
the data recorded on the recording medium (1) 1s selected
using the displayed result. At step (115), the data recorded on
the recording medium (1) 1s read and reproduced using the
selected result. The reproducing operation 1s ended at step
(116).

FIG. 20 shows a method for embodying the operation of
the reproducing device as shown in FIG. 11 with a program
as one example of the reproducing method for use with the
invention. In FIG. 20, the reproducing operation is started at
step (106). Then, a vaniable 1 1s prepared, and nitialized to
1 at step (108). Then, the loop process 1s entered. At step
(109), the data recording time information REC_TM(13-1) 1s
read from the i1-th data management information VOB_GI
(11-1) recorded on the recording medium (1). At step (110),
the time zone auxiliary mformation TM_ZONE_SUB(14-1)
1s read from the 1-th data management information VOB_GI
(11-1) recorded on the recording medium (1). Subsequently,
at step (111), an arithmetic operation of (MOD_REC_TM
value=REC_TM value+TM_ZONE_SUB value) 1s per-
formed, using the data recording time information REC_TM
(13-1) and the time zone auxiliary 1nformation
TM_ZONE=SUB(14-1) to specily the correction data
recording time mmformation MOD_REC_TM and display 1t
in a format as shown in FI1G. 9. At step (112), it 1s determined
whether or not all the data management information
VOB_GI(11) are processed. It all processed, the operation
proceeds to step (114), or otherwise, the value of the variable
1 1s incremented by 1 at step (113), and the operation
transters to step (109). At step (114), the data recorded on the
recording medium (1) 1s selected using the displayed result.
At step (115), the data recorded on the recording medium (1)
1s read and reproduced using the selected result. The repro-
ducing operation 1s ended at step (116)

FIG. 21 shows a method for embodying the operation of
the reproducing device as shown i FIG. 12 with a program
as one example of the reproducing method for use with the
invention. In FIG. 21, the reproducing operation 1s started at
step (117). Then, the current time zone information CUR_T-
M_ZONE 1s specified at step (118). Then, the time zone
information TM_ZONE(12) 1s read from the total manage-
ment information VMGI(10) recorded on the recording
medium (1) at step (119). A vaniable 1 1s prepared, and
initialized to 1 at step (120). Then, the loop process 1is

entered. At step (121), the data recording time information
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REC_TM(13-1) 1s read from the 1-th data management
information VOB_GI(11-1) recorded on the recording
medium (1). Subsequently, at step (122), an arithmetic
operation of (MOD_REC_TM value=REC_TM value+
CUR_TM_ZONE value-TM_ZONE value) 1s performed,
using the current time zone iformation CUR_TM_ZONE,
the time zone information TM_ZONE(12), and the data
recording time information REC_TM(13-1) to specily the
correction data recording time information MOD_REC_TM
and display 1t 1n a format as shown 1n FIG. 9. At step (123),
it 1s determined whether or not all the data management
information VOB_GI(11) are processed. It all processed, the
operation proceeds to step (125), or otherwise, the value of
the variable 1 1s incremented by 1 at step (124), and the
operation transfers to step (121). At step (125), the data
recorded on the recording medium (1) 1s selected using the
displayed result. At step (126), the data recorded on the
recording medium (1) 1s read and reproduced using the
selected result. The reproducing operation 1s ended at step

(127).

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A recording apparatus for recording, on an optical disk
recording medium, one or a plurality of data, data manage-
ment mformation for managing N (N 1s an integer) pieces of
the data as a data group and total management information
for managing M (M 1s an integer) pieces of the data group,
comprising:

means for recording, on the total management informa-

tion area of the optical disk recording medium, time
zone mnformation (ITM_ZONE) mdicating a time dii-
ference between a world standard time and a standard
time 1n a predetermined location;

means for recording, on respective data management
information area of the optical disk recording medium,
recording time zone information (REC_TM_ZONE) at
a time of recording data, indicating a time diflerence
between the world standard time and a standard time 1n
a location where the data of the data managed by the
data management information have been recorded;

means for recording, on respective data management
information area of the optical disk recording medium,
first data recording time information indicating a
recording time of data first recorded on the data group
in accordance with the standard time indicated by the
time zone mmformation (IM_ZONE); and

means for recording, on respective data management
information area of the optical disk recording medium,
second data recording time information indicating a
recording time of data last recorded on the data group

in accordance with the standard time indicated by the
time zone information (ITM_ZONE),

wherein the means for recording the first and second data

recording time information uses a recording time

(CUR_TM) at a local time and the time zone informa-

tion (ITM_ZONE) at a time of recording the data at a

local time and the recording time zone information

(REC_TM_ZONE) at the time of recording the data, to

obtain the data recording time information by calcula-

tion of (CUR_TM)+(TM_ZONE)-(REC_TM_ZONE).

2. A computer readable recording medium having

recorded thereon, a program that when executed, causes the
computer to perform a recording method comprising:

recording, on an optical disk computer readable recording
medium, one or a plurality of data, data management
information for managing N (N 1s an integer) pieces of
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the data as a data group and total management infor-
mation for managing M (M 1s an integer) pieces of the
data group:;

recording, on the total management information area of
the optical disk recording medium, time zone informa-
tion (IM ZONE) indicating a time difference between
a world standard time and a standard time 1n a prede-
termined location,

recording, on respective data management information
area of the optical disk recording medium, time zone
information (REC TM ZONE) at a time of recording
data indicating a time difference between the world
standard time and a standard time in a location where
the data managed by the data management information
have been recorded,

recording, on respective data management information
areca of the optical disk recording medium, first data
recording time information imdicating a recording time
of data first recorded on the data group 1n accordance
with the standard time indicated by the time zone

information (ITM ZONE); and

recording, on respective data management information
area of the ontical disk recording medium, second data
recording time information indicating a recording time
of data last recorded on the data group i1n accordance

with the standard time indicated by the time zone
information (ITM ZONE),

wherein the first data recording time information 1is
obtained by a calculation of (CUR TM)+(TM ZONE)-
(REC TM ZONE) using the recording time (CUR TM)
at a local time and the time zone information (TM
ZONE) at a local time of recording the data first
recorded on the data group and the recording time zone
information (REC TM ZONE) at the time of recording,
the data, and

the second data recording time information 1s obtained by
a calculation of (CUR-TM)+(TM-ZONE)-(REC-
TM-Z0ONE) using the recording time (CUR-TM) at
the local time and the time zone information (ITM
ZONE) at the local time of recording the data last
recorded on the data group and the recording time zone
information (REC TM ZONE) at the time of recording,
the data.

3. A computer readable optical disk recording medium
having recorded thereon, a program that when executed,
causes performance of a recording method comprising:
recording one or a plurality of data, data management
information for managing N (N 1s an integer) pieces of the
data as a data group and total management information for
managing M (M 1s an integer) pieces of the data group,

wherein the total management information area of the
optical disk recording medium includes time zone
information (TM-ZONE) indicating a time diflerence
between a world standard time and a standard time 1n
a predetermined location, and wherein the data man-
agement information area of the optical disk recording
medium 1ncludes:

recording time zone information (REC TM ZONE) at a
time of recording data, indicating a time difference
between the world standard time and a standard time 1n
a location where the data managed by the data man-
agement information have been recorded,

first data recording time information (REC TM) indicat-
ing a recording time of data first recorded on the data
group 1n accordance with the standard time indicated
by the time zone mformation (IM ZONE), and
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second data recording time information (REC TM) 1ndi-
cating a recording time of data last recorded on the data
group 1n accordance with the standard time indicated
by the time zone information (ITM ZONE), and

wherein at a time of reproducing the data, with use of the
first and second data recording time information (REC
TM) and the time zone information (IM ZONE) and

22

the recording time zone information (REC TM ZONE)
at the time of recording the data, a recording time at the
local time of recording the data recorded first or last on

the data group 1s specified by a calculation of (REC
TM)-(TM-ZONE)+(REC TM-ZONE).

G ex e = x
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