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(57) ABSTRACT

A light cover for protecting recessed lighting fixtures from
exposure to fluid during painting or other ceiling treatments
has a shield, sized to fit over a ballle and an outer trim of a
recessed lighting fixture, and a mounting flange sized to fit
within the baflle and frictionally engage the light cover to the
batile. The light cover has a handle located on the shield and
the handle 1s used to engage the flange to the baflle to secure
the light cover to the recessed lighting fixture prior to a
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ceiling treatment. The handle 1s also used to disengage the

flange from the ba:

lle to remove the light cover from the

recessed lighting fixture after completion of a ceiling treat-
ment.

16 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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COVER FOR RECESSED LIGHTING
FIXTURE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

Priority 1s claimed under U.S. Provisional Patent Appli-

cation Ser. No. 60/494,295 filed on Aug. 11, 2003, entitled
“Cover All Recessed Light Paint and Washing Shield” by
John Lyle Whitfield, which is incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to a cover sized to
fit over a recessed lighting fixture. More particularly, the
invention relates to a light cover used to protect the recessed
lighting fixture and the light bulb from exposure to fluids
during painting, power washing or other ceiling treatments.

Before paint or other fluids are applied to a ceiling, any
recessed lighting fixtures must be protected from the paint or
other fluid. The most common method of protecting the
recessed lighting fixtures 1s to apply masking paper with
masking tape to the fixtures. This requires a significant
amount of time. In addition, the heat of the light bulbs 1n the
fixtures causes the adhesive on the masking tape to stop
working etlectively. The combination of the masking paper
and heat from the light bulbs presents a fire hazard, espe-
cially given the likely presence of flammable paint and other
products.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a light cover to protect
recessed lighting fixtures during painting, texturing or clean-
ing of ceilings. The light cover has a shield that 1s sized to
fit over the outer trim of the recessed lighting fixture. A
mounting flange 1s located on one side of the shield and the
flange 1s sized to fit within the batile of the recessed lighting
fixture. The flange Irictionally engages with the batlle to
secure the light cover to the recessed lighting fixture. A
handle 1s located on the opposite side of the shield to make
it easier for the user to mount the light cover to the recessed
lighting fixture and remove the cover from the fixture.

In an exemplary embodiment, the light cover 1s made of
a translucent plastic, which permits light from the light bulb
of the recessed lighting fixture to shine through the light
cover when the cover 1s mounted to the fixture. Thus the
recessed lighting fixture 1s still able to supply light to the
area 1 which the ceiling 1s being painted or otherwise
treated.

The light cover 1s available 1n various sizes to correspond
to the various sizes of standard recessed lighting fixtures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE

DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a light cover.

FI1G. 2 1s a perspective view of a light cover and a recessed
lighting fixture before the light cover i1s mnserted into the
recessed lighting fixture.

FIG. 3 1s a top view of a light cover.
FIG. 4 1s a side view of a light cover.

FIG. 5 1s a side view of the light cover in FIG. 4 oriented
vertically and rotated to show a different side view.

FIG. 6 1s a
cover,

side view of a second embodiment of a light
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2
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of light cover 10. Light cover
10 includes shield 12, outer lip 14, mounting flange 16,
protrusions 17, and handle 18 (shown in FIG. 2). Light cover
10 1s sized to mount onto a recessed lighting fixture to
protect the fixture during painting, texturing or cleaning of
a ceiling 1 which the fixture 1s mounted. A first side of
shield 12 of light cover 10 engages with the mside portion
of a recessed lighting fixture to secure light cover 10 to the
fixture. A second side of shield 12 faces away from the
recessed lighting fixture such that when light cover 10 1s 1n
place to cover the fixture, the second side of shield 12 1s
visible.

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of light cover 10 and recessed
lighting fixture 20 before light cover 10 1s inserted into
recessed lighting fixture 20. FI1G. 2 shows shield 12, outer lip
14, mounting flange 16 and handle 18 of light cover 10. D1
defines the diameter of shield 12 and D2 defines the diameter
of mounting flange 16.

Recessed lighting fixture 20 includes light bulb 22, light

bulb receptacle 24 (not shown), baflle 26, and outer trim 28.
In FIG. 2, baflle 26 has a series of ridges to assist in reducing
glare from light bulb 22. However, 1n this invention, the term
batile 1s defined as any recessed housing unit which holds
the light bulb and the light bulb receptacle. It 1s not required
that the baflle have ridges; the batlle could instead be a
smooth surface. Additionally, 1n this invention, outer trim 28
1s not required to be a separate piece of recessed lighting
fixture 20. The outer trim could also be connected to the
batlle as a single unit.
Shield 12 has a slightly larger diameter (D1) than outer
trim 28 of recessed lighting fixture 20. Shield 12 1s si1zed to
{it over outer trim 28 and cover recessed lighting fixture 20
to protect recessed lighting {ixture 20 from exposure to paint
or other fluids during treatment of a ceiling. In a particular
embodiment shield 12 1s made out of a clear plastic, thus
allowing light from light bulb 22 to come through light cover
10 and still supply light to an area where the ceiling 1s being
treated. In some cases this eliminates the need to supply
extra lighting to the area.

Outer lip 14 1s located around the periphery on the first
side of shield 12 to conceal and protect the outer edge of
outer trim 28 of recessed lighting fixture 20 from paint or
other fluid applied to a ceiling.

Mounting flange 16 1s located on the first side of shield 12
and has a slightly smaller diameter (D2) than baflle 26 of
recessed lighting fixture 20. Mounting flange 16 1s sized to
press-1it light cover 10 to recessed lighting fixture 20.

Handle 18 1s located in the center of shield 12 on the
second side of shield 12. The user holds handle 18 and
places mounting flange 16 inside baflle 26. While still
holding handle 18, the user turns light cover 10 until
mounting flange 16 frictionally engages with baflle 26 and
light cover 10 1s tightened into place, thereby covering
recessed lighting fixture 20. Handle 18 1s also used to
remove light cover 10 from recessed lighting fixture 20 by
disengaging mounting flange 16 from bafile 26.

As shown 1n FIG. 1, mounting flange 16 includes protru-
sions 17, which are equally spaced on the outside of mount-
ing flange 16 to improve the ability of mounting tflange 16
to grip to batlle 26.

FIG. 3 1s a top view of light cover 10 showing the first side
of shield 12, outer lip 14 and mounting flange 16. In this
particular embodiment, mounting flange 16 1s a continuous
piece. Mounting flange 16 provides structural strength to
hold light cover 10 securely to recessed lighting fixture 20.
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It 1s not required that mounting flange 16 be a single piece.
Mounting flange 16 could mstead be two or more pieces or
segments, so long as mounting flange 16 1s able to friction-
ally engage with batflle 26 and securely mount light cover 10
on recessed lighting fixture 20. 5

In an exemplary embodiment of light cover 10, D1 1s
about 7.90 inches and D2 1s about 5.63 inches. This par-
ticular embodiment 1s sized to correspond to a specific
configuration of a recessed lighting fixture with a given
batlle size and a given outer trim size. However, standard 10
recessed lighting fixtures have batlles that range 1n size from
diameters of four to twenty-two inches, depending on the
s1ize of the light bulb. In addition, the outer trim piece can
come 1n various sizes. Therefore, 1t 1s recognized that the
light cover of the present invention can be configured to 15
cover a recessed lighting fixture of any size.

FIG. 4 15 a side view of light cover 10. In this particular
embodiment, shield 12 has a height (H1) of about 0.18
inches. Workers skilled in the art will recognize that H1 1s
variable so long as light cover 10 1s able to eflectively 20
conceal recessed lighting fixture 20. Mounting flange 16 has
a height (H2) of about 0.63 inches. Workers skilled 1n the art
will recognize that H2 1s also variable so long as mounting,
flange 16 1s substantial enough to frictionally engage with
batlle 26. Additionally, in this particular embodiment handle 25
18 has a width (W1) of about 0.95 inches.

FIG. 5 1s a side view of light cover 10 of FIG. 4 oriented
vertically and rotated to show a height (H3) and a thickness
(T1) of handle 18. In this particular embodiment, H3 1s about
0.95 inches and T1 1s about 0.25 inches. This embodiment 30
1s shown as an example, but it 1s recognized that the
dimensions of handle 18 (W1, H3, T1) are not fixed. The
dimensions of handle 18 are limited only by handle 18 being
cllective 1n assisting the user to easily and quickly secure
light cover 10 to recessed lighting fixture 20 and remove 35
light cover 10 from recessed lighting fixture 20.

The embodiment 1n FIGS. 3-35 1s an 1llustration of a light
cover with dimensions that will cover a recessed lighting
fixture of a particular size and configuration. The dimensions
of shield 12, mounting flange 16 and handle 18 are meant to 40
vary to correspond to recessed lighting fixtures of different
s1zes, without losing any of the benefits provided by the
embodiment described above.

The light cover in this invention 1s preferably made of
plastic. In a particular embodiment, light cover 10 1s made 45
of polyurethane. It 1s beneficial to make the shield out of a
translucent plastic, thereby allowing suflicient light from
light bulb 22 (see FIG. 2) to come through light cover 10.
Additionally, 1t 1s favorable to make light cover 10 out of
plastic since plastic 1s relatively mnexpensive and durable. 50
Other materials, such as glass or ceramics, may be used;
however, these materials do not have all of the advantages
of plastic.

FIG. 6 1s a side view of a second embodiment of a light
cover. Light cover 30 includes shield 32, mounting flange 55
36, protrusions 37, handle 38 and domed portion 40. Light
cover 30 1s designed such that shield 32 has a dome shaped
central portion (domed portion 40) to accommodate both
recessed lighting fixtures that have fully recessed lights and
recessed lighting fixtures that have bulbs extending out past 60
the plane defined by the ceiling. Shield 32 has a substantially
flat surface at the outer circumierence generally equal 1n
diameter to the diameter of the outer trim of a recessed
lighting fixture. Domed portion 40 of shield 32 1s generally
equal 1n diameter to the diameter of the baflle of a recessed 65
lighting fixture. Handle 38 is located 1n the center of domed

portion 40 of shield 32.
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This particular embodiment in which the shield has a
hollow dome shape also allows for easy stacking of the light
covers, especially if the handle 1s also hollow. In addition,
stacked light covers 10 and 30 of the invention can be
transported 1n a cylindrical shaped carrying case.

This mvention includes a method of painting or applying
a fluid to a ceiling whereby any recessed lighting fixtures of
the type having a baflle or an open canister and an outer trim
or finishing piece are protected from exposure to paint or
other fluids. A light cover as described above can easily be
placed over each recessed lighting fixture in the area where
the ceiling 1s to be painted, washed or otherwise treated.
After the light cover 1s i place, thereby concealing the
recessed lighting fixture from exposure to fluid, the paint or
other fluid can easily and quickly be applied to the ceiling.
The light covers can then easily be removed from each
recessed lighting fixture. The light covers can be disposed of
or cleaned and saved for reuse.

Although the present mvention has been described with
reference to preferred embodiments, workers skilled 1n the
art will recognize that changes may be made in form and
detail without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention.

The mvention claimed 1s:

1. A light cover for protecting recessed lighting fixtures of
a type having a batlle which holds a light bulb and a light
bulb receptacle and an outer trim surrounding the batile that
1s generally flush with the ceiling, the light cover compris-
ng:

a shield si1zed to fit over the batlle and the outer trim of the

recessed lighting fixture;

a mounting flange located on a first side of the shield and
sized to fit within the batflle and frictionally engage the
light cover to the batlle; and

a handle located on a second side of the shield, wherein
the handle 1s gripped when engaging the mounting
flange to the baflle to secure the light cover to the
recessed lighting fixture and when disengaging the
mounting flange from the baflle to remove the light
cover from the recessed lighting fixture.

2. The light cover of claim 1, wherein the shield has a

hollow dome portion.

3. The light cover of claim 1, wherein the handle 1s hollow
such that a plurality of light covers can be stacked onto each
other.

4. The light cover of claim 1, wherein the shield com-
prises an outer lip along a periphery of the shield.

5. The light cover of claim 4, wherein the outer lip has a
height suflicient to protect an outer edge of the outer trim
from exposure to tluids.

6. The light cover of claim 1, wherein the shield, the
mounting tflange and the handle are made of plastic.

7. The light cover of claim 1, wherein the shield 1s
translucent.

8. The light cover of claim 1, wherein the shield has a
diameter of about 7.90 inches and the mounting flange has
a diameter of about 5.63 inches.

9. The light cover of claim 1, wherein the mounting flange
has a height of about 0.63 inches.

10. The light cover of claim 1, wherein the mounting
flange includes protrusions equally spaced around an outside
surface of the mounting flange to help engage the light cover
to the batlle.

11. A method of applying a fluid to a ceiling, the method
comprising: inserting a first portion of alight cover nto a
recessed lighting fixture to frictionally
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engage a baflle of the recessed lighting fixture to hold the

light cover 1n place so that a second portion of the light
cover conceals the recessed lighting fixture from expo-
sure to the fluid, wherein the second portion of the light
cover comprises a shield sized to fit over the baflle and
an outer trim of the recessed lighting fixture, and the
first portion of the light cover comprises a mounting
flange located on a first side of the shield and sized to
fit within the baftile of the recessed lighting fixture and
frictionally engage the light cover to the recessed
lighting fixture;

applying the fluid onto the ceiling; and
removing the light cover from the recessed lighting fixture

by disengaging the first portion of the light cover from
the recessed lighting fixture.

12. The method of claam 11, wherein inserting a first
portion of the light cover mto the recessed lighting fixture

10

15

6

14. The method of claim 11, wherein the shield 1s trans-
lucent.

15. The method of claim 11, wherein the mounting flange
includes a plurality of protrusions equally spaced around an
outside surface of the mounting flange to help engage the
light cover to the batile.

16. A method of applying a fluid to a ceiling, the method
comprising;

inserting a first portion of a light cover into a recessed

lighting fixture by gripping a handle located on a
second portion of the light cover to frictionally engage
a batlle of the recessed lighting fixture to hold the light
cover 1n place so that the second portion of the light
cover conceals the recessed lighting fixture from expo-
sure to the fluid:

applying the fluid onto the ceiling; and

removing the light cover from the recessed lighting fixture

comprises gripping a handle located on the second portion of
the light cover.

13. The method of claim 11, wherein the light cover 20
comprises a lip along a periphery of the shield.

by disengaging the first portion of the light cover from
the recessed lighting fixture.
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