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restricts tluid flow between the fluid communication passage
and the chamber.
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POPPET FOR AN INTEGRATED PRESSURE
MANAGEMENT APPARATUS AND FUEL
SYSTEM AND METHOD OF MINIMIZING
RESONANCE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of the earlier filing date
of U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/452,651, filed 7 Mar.

2003, which 1s incorporated by reference herein in 1ts
entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

A Tuel vapor pressure management apparatus that man-
ages pressure and detects leaks 1n a fuel system. In particu-
lar, a Tuel vapor pressure management apparatus that vents
positive pressure, vents excess negative pressure, and uses
evaporative natural vacuum to perform a leak diagnostic.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A known fuel system for vehicles with internal combus-
tion engines includes a canister that accumulates fuel vapor
from a headspace of a fuel tank. If there 1s a leak 1n the fuel
tank, the canister, or any other component of the fuel system,
tuel vapor could escape through the leak and be released into
the atmosphere instead of being accumulated 1n the canister.
Various government regulatory agencies, €.g., the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency and the Air Resources Board
of the California Environmental Protection Agency, have
promulgated standards related to limiting fuel vapor releases
into the atmosphere. Thus, it 1s believed that there 1s a need
to avoid releasing fuel vapors into the atmosphere, and to
provide an apparatus and a method for performing a leak
diagnostic, so as to comply with these standards.

It 1s believed that excess fuel vapor can accumulate
immediately after engine shutdown, thereby creating a posi-
tive pressure 1n the fuel system. Excess negative pressure in
closed fuel systems can occur under some operating and
atmospheric conditions, thereby causing stress on compo-
nents of these fuel systems. Thus, it 1s believed that there 1s
a need to vent, or “blow-oil,” the positive pressure, and to
vent, or “relieve,” the excess negative pressure. Sumilarly, it
1s also believed to be desirable to relieve excess positive
pressure that can occur during tank refueling. Thus, it 1s
believed that there 1s a need to allow air, but not fuel vapor,
to exit the tank at high flow rates during tank refueling. This

1s commonly referred to as onboard refueling vapor recovery
(ORVR).

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides an integrated pressure
management apparatus including a housing, a poppet and a
chamber. The housing defines a fluid communication pas-
sage between first and second fluid ports. The housing
includes a first portion that extends along an axis, and the
first portion has a first surface parallel to the axis. The poppet
1s movable between a first configuration that prevents fluid
communication between the first and second ports, and a
second configuration that permits fluid communication
between the first and second ports. The poppet includes a
second portion and a head. The second portion 1s translatable
along the axis relative to the housing, and includes a tubular
stem that has a second surface parallel to the axis. The
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second portion nests with the first portion so as to define a
first gap between the first and second surfaces. The head 1s
fixed to the tubular stem, and contiguously engages the
housing so as to occlude the fliud communication passage
when the poppet 1s 1 the first configuration. And the
chamber 1s defined by the first and second portions, and the
first gap communicates tluid between the chamber and the
fluid communication passage.

The present mvention also provides a fuel system for
supplying fuel to an internal combustion engine. The fuel
system 1ncludes a fuel tank having a headspace, a fuel vapor
collection canister, an intake manifold of the internal com-
bustion engine, a purge valve, and a fuel vapor pressure
management apparatus. The fuel vapor collection canister
has first and second sides, with the first side in fluid
communication with the headspace. The purge valve
includes an inlet and an outlet. The 1nlet 1s 1n fluid commu-
nication with the first side of the fuel vapor collection
canister and the outlet 1s 1n fluid communication with the
intake manifold. The fuel vapor pressure management appa-
ratus includes first and second ports, a housing, and a
poppet. The first port 1s in fluid communication with the
second side of the fuel vapor collection canister, and the
second port 1s 1in fluid communication with atmosphere. A
first arrangement of the fuel vapor pressure management
apparatus occurs when there 1s a first negative pressure level
in the fuel vapor collection canister relative to atmosphere.
A second arrangement of the fuel vapor pressure manage-
ment apparatus permits a first fluid flow from atmosphere to
the fuel vapor collection canister when there 1s a second
negative pressure level less than the first negative pressure
level. And a third arrangement of the fuel vapor pressure
management apparatus permits a second fluid flow from the
tuel vapor collection canister to atmosphere when there 1s a
positive pressure 1n the fuel vapor collection canister relative
to atmosphere. The housing defines a fluid commumnication
passage that extends between the first and second ports. The
housing includes a first portion that extends along an axis,
and the first portion has a first surface parallel to the axis.
The poppet 1s movable between first and second configura-
tions. The first configuration prevents fluid communication
between the first and second ports in the first arrangement,
and the second configuration permits fluid communication
between the first and second ports 1n the second and third
arrangements. The poppet includes a second portion, which
1s translatable along the axis relative to the housing, and a
head. The second portion includes a tubular stem that has a
second surface parallel to the axis. The second portion nests
with the first portion so as to define a gap between the first
and second surfaces. And the head, which 1s fixed to the
tubular stem, contiguously engages the housing so as to
occlude the fluid communication passage in the first arrange-
ment.

The present invention further provides a method of using
naturally forming vacuum to evaluate a fuel system that
supplies fuel to an internal combustion engine that includes
an 1ntake manifold. The fuel system includes a fuel tank,
which has a headspace, and a fuel vapor collection canister,
which has first and second sides. The first side of the fuel
vapor collection canister 1s 1n fluid communication with the
headspace and with a purge valve. The method includes
coupling a fuel vapor pressure management apparatus in
fluid communication between the second side of fuel vapor
collection camister and atmosphere. The fuel vapor manage-
ment apparatus includes a housing and a poppet. The hous-
ing defines a fluild communication passage that extends
between first and second fluid ports, and the poppet moves
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between first and second configurations with respect to the
housing. The first configuration prevents fluid communica-
tion between the first and second ports, and the second
configuration permits fluid communication between the first
and second ports. The method further includes damping
resonance ol the poppet 1n the second configuration.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated
herein and constitute part of this specification, illustrate
presently preferred embodiments of the invention, and,
together with the general description given above and the
detailed description given below, serve to explain features of
the 1nvention.

FIG. 1 1s a schematic illustration showing a fuel system
including an integrated pressure management apparatus
according to the present invention.

FIG. 2 1s a cross-sectional view of a preferred embodi-
ment of an integrated pressure management apparatus
according to the present invention.

FIG. 3 1s a perspective view showing components of the
integrated pressure management apparatus. Portions of the
integrated pressure management apparatus have been omit-
ted to facilitate understanding of the present mnvention.

FI1G. 4 1s an alternate perspective view of the components
shown 1n FIG. 3.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
PREFERRED EMBODIMEN'T

L1

As 1t 1s used 1n this description, “atmosphere™ generally
refers to the gaseous envelope surrounding the Earth, and
“atmospheric” generally refers to a characteristic of this
envelope.

As 1t 1s used 1n this description, “pressure’” 1s measured
relative to the ambient atmospheric pressure. Thus, positive
pressure refers to pressure greater than the ambient atmo-
spheric pressure and negative pressure, or “vacuum,” refers
to pressure less than the ambient atmospheric pressure.

Also, as 1t 1s used 1n this description, “headspace™ refers
to the variable volume within an enclosure, e.g. a fuel tank,
that 1s above the surface of the liquid, e.g., fuel, in the
enclosure. In the case of a fuel tank for volatile fuels, e.g.,
gasoline, vapors from the volatile fuel may be present 1n the
headspace of the fuel tank.

Referring to FIG. 1, a fuel system 10, e.g., for an engine
(not shown), includes a tuel tank 12, a vacuum source 14
such as an 1mtake manifold of the engine, a purge valve 16,
a fuel vapor collection canister 18 (also referred to as a
“charcoal canister”), and an integrated pressure management

apparatus (IPMA) 20.

The IPMA 20 performs a plurality of functions including,
signaling 22 that a first predetermined pressure (vacuum)
level exists in the headspace of the fuel system 10, relieving
pressure 24 (also referred to as relieving excess vacuum) in
the headspace of the fuel system 10 at a value below the first
predetermined pressure level, and relieving pressure 26 (also
referred to as pressure blow-oil) 1n the headspace of the fuel
system 10 above a second pressure level. Relieving pressure
24,26 refers to the relieving pressure in the fuel vapor
collection camister 18 and throughout the headspace of the
tuel system 10 relative to the ambient atmospheric pressure

A.

In the course of cooling that 1s experienced by the fuel
system 10, e.g., after the engine 1s turned off, a vacuum 1s
created 1n the fuel vapor collection canister 18. The exist-
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4

ence of a vacuum at the first predetermined pressure level
indicates that the integrity of the fuel system 10 1s satisiac-
tory. Thus, signaling 22 1s used for indicating the mtegrity of
the fuel system 10, 1.¢., that there are no appreciable leaks.
Subsequently relieving pressure 24 at a pressure level below
the first predetermined pressure level protects the integrity
of the fuel tank 12, 1.e., prevents 1t from collapsing due to
vacuum 1n the fuel system 10.

Immediately after the engine 1s turned off, relieving
pressure 26 allows excess pressure due to fuel vaporization
to blow ofl, thereby facilitating the desired vacuum genera-
tion that occurs during cooling. During pressure blow-ofl,
air within the fuel system 10 1s released while fuel molecules
are retained 1n the fuel vapor collection canister 18. Simi-
larly, 1n the course of refueling the fuel tank 12, relieving
pressure 26 allows air to exit the fuel tank 12 at high tlow.

While the engine 1s turned on, controllably connecting 28
the fuel vapor collection canister 18 to the ambient air A
allows confirmation of the purge flow and allows confirma-

tion of the signaling 22 performance.
FIG. 2, shows a preferred embodiment of the IPMA 20

mounted on the fuel vapor collection canister 18. The IPMA
20 includes a housing 30 that can be mounted to the body of
the fuel vapor collection canister 18 by a “bayonet” style
attachment 32. A seal 34 1s interposed between the fuel
vapor collection canister 18 and the IPMA 20. This attach-
ment 32, in combination with a snap finger 36, allows the
IPMA 20 to be readily serviced in the field. Of course,
different styles of attachments between the IPMA 20 and the
body 18 can be substituted for the illustrated bayonet
attachment 32, e.g., a threaded attachment, an interlocking
telescopic attachment, etc. Alternatively, the fuel vapor
collection canister 18 and the housing 30 can be integrally
formed from a common homogenous material, can be per-
manently bonded together (e.g., using an adhesive), or the
tuel vapor collection canister 18 and the housing 30 can be
interconnected via an intermediate member such as a pipe or
a flexible hose.

The housing 30 can be an assembly of a main housing
piece 30a and housing piece covers 305 and 30c¢. Although
two housing piece covers 305,30¢ have been 1llustrated, 1t 1s
desirable to minimize the number of housing pieces to
reduce the number of potential leak points, 1.e., between
housing pieces, which must be sealed. Mimimizing the
number of housing piece covers depends largely on the fluid
flow path configuration through the main housing piece 30q
and the manufacturing efliciency of incorporating the nec-
essary components of the IPMA 20 via the ports of the tlow
path. Additional features of the housing 30 and the incor-
poration of components therein will be further described
below.

Signaling 22 occurs when vacuum at the first predeter-
mined pressure level 1s present 1n the fuel vapor collection
canister 18. A pressure operable device 36 separates an
interior chamber 1n the housing 30. The pressure operable
device 36, which includes a diaphragm 38 that 1s operatively
interconnected to a valve 40, separates the interior chamber
of the housing 30 into an upper portion 42 and a lower
portion 44. The upper portion 42 1s in fluid commumnication
with the ambient atmospheric pressure through a first port
46. The lower portion 44 1s in fluid communication with a
second port 48 between housing 30 the fuel vapor collection
canister 18.

The lower portion 44 1s also 1n fluid communicating with
a separate portion 44a via a signal passageway that extends
through spaces i the housing 30, and through spaces
between the intermediate lead frame 62 and the housing 30.
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Sealing between the housing pieces 30,305 for the signal
passageway can be provided by a protrusion 38a of the
diaphragm 38 that i1s penetrated by the signal passageway.

The force created as a result of vacuum in the separate
portion 44a causes the diaphragm 38 to be displaced toward
the housing part 305. This displacement 1s opposed by a
resilient element 54, e¢.g., a leaf spring. A calibrating screw
56 can adjust the bias of the resilient element 34 such that
a desired level of vacuum, e.g., a fraction of an inch of water,
will depress a switch 38 that can be mounted on a printed
circuit board 60. In turn, the printed circuit board 1s elec-
trically connected via an itermediate lead frame 62 to an
outlet terminal 64 supported by the housing part 30c (See
FIGS 3 and 4). The intermediate lead frame 62 can also
penetrate the protrusion 38a of the diaphragm 38 similar to
the signal passageway. The housing part 30c 1s sealed with
respect to the housing parts 304,305 by an O-ring 66. As
vacuum 1s released, 1.e., the pressure in the portions 44,44a
rises, the resilient element 34 pushes the diaphragm 38 away
from the switch 58, whereby the switch 38 resets.

Pressure relieving 24 occurs as vacuum in the portions
44.44a increases, 1.e., the pressure decreases below the
calibration level for actuating the switch 38. Vacuum in the
tuel vapor collection canister 18 and the lower portion 44
will continually act on the valve 40 mnasmuch as the upper
portion 42 1s always at or near the ambient atmospheric
pressure A. At some value of vacuum below the first
predetermined level, e.g., one inch of water, this vacuum
will overcome the opposing force of a second resilient
clement 68 and displace the valve 40 away from a lip seal
70. This displacement will open the valve 40 from 1ts closed
configuration, thus allowing ambient air to be drawn through
the upper portion 42 1nto the lower the portion 44. That 1s to
say, 1n an open configuration of the valve 40, the first and
second ports 46,48 are 1n fluid communication. In this way,
vacuum 1n the fuel system 10 can be regulated.

According to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention, the valve 40 1s formed out of njection molded
plastic and normally biased toward lip seal 70 due to the
force of the second resilient element 68. To minimize
resonance of the valve 40, particularly during pressure
relieving 24, a movement damping eflect may be provided
to the valve 40, e.g., a dashpot can formed by a closed ended
tube 40a and a post 30d. Specifically, the valve 40 may be
constructed from a tubular stem 4054, which has an inside
surface 40¢ and an outside surface 40d4. The inside and
outside surfaces 40¢,40d extend parallel to one another and
to an axis along which the valve 40 translates. A head 40e,
which 1s fixed to the tubular stem 405, can contiguously
engage the lip seal 70 so as to occlude a tluid communication
passage between the first and second ports 46,48 during the
signaling 22. The tubular stem 4056 receives the post 304,
which may be formed as a projection from the housing part
30a. The post 304 has an exterior surface 30e, and together
with the inside surface 40c¢ of the tubular stem 4056, defines
a first annular gap therebetween.

The post 304 projects from the housing part 30a to an
exterior end face 30/, and the tubular stem 406 1ncludes a
closed end 40/ that defines an inside end face 40¢g. Thus, a
chamber 41 1s defined by the exterior end face 307 of the post
30d, the 1nside surface 40c¢ of the tubular stem 405, and the
inside end face 40f of the tubular stem 406. The volume of
the chamber 41 varies in response to translation of the
tubular stem 405 relative to the post 304.

According to the preferred embodiment, the housing 30qa
also includes an internal wall 30g that defines an interior
surface 30/. Insofar as the internal wall 30g receives the
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tubular stem 405, a second annular gap 1s defined between
the interior surface 30/ of the wall 30¢g and the outside
surtace 40d of the tubular stem 405.

The post 304, the tubular stem 405 and the wall 30/
cllectively form a labyrinth path, including the first and
second annular gaps, that restricts fluid flow between the
lower portion 44 and the chamber 41, thereby eflectively
dampening the motion of valve 40, and has the effect of
stopping resonance during pressure relieving 24,26.

Also, increasing the fundamental frequency of the valve
40 can mimmize the effect of resonance. Since resonant
frequencies are dependent on the mass of the valve 40, 1t 1s
desirable to keep the valve 40 very light by using very thin
molded walls, e.g., for the tubular stem 405 and the closed
end 40f.

Relieving pressure 26 1s provided when there 1s a positive
pressure in the lower portion 44, e.g., when the tank 12 1s
being refueled. Specifically, the valve 40 1s displaced to its
open configuration to provide a very low restriction path for
escaping air from the tank 12. When the fuel vapor collec-
tion camster 18, and hence the lower portions 44, experience
positive pressure above ambient atmospheric pressure, the
signal passageway communicates this positive pressure to
the separate portion 44a. In turn, this positive pressure
displaces the diaphragm 38 downward toward the valve 40.
A diaphragm pin 39 transfers the displacement of the
diaphragm 38 to the valve 40, thereby displacing the valve
40 to 1ts open configuration with respect to the lip seal 70.
Thus, pressure 1n the fuel vapor collection canister 18, e.g.,
due to refueling, 1s allowed to escape through the lower
portion 44, past the lip seal 70, through the upper portion 42,
and through the second port 58.

Relieving pressure 26 1s also useful for regulating the
pressure 1n fuel tank 12 during any situation in which the
engine 1s turned off. By limiting the amount of positive
pressure in the fuel tank 12, the cool-down vacuum eflect
will take place sooner.

The present invention has many advantages, including:

providing relief for positive pressure above a first prede-
termined pressure value, and providing relief for
vacuum below a second predetermined pressure value.

vacuum monitoring with the present invention in 1ts open
configuration during natural cooling, e.g., after the
engine 1s turned ofl, provides a leak detection diagnos-
tic.

vacuum relief provides fail-sate operation of the purge
flow system 1n the event that the solenoid fails with the
valve 1n a closed configuration.

excluding from the fuel vapor management apparatus an
clectromechanical actuator that would consume elec-
trical power.

While the present invention has been disclosed with
reference to certamn preferred embodiments, numerous
modifications, alterations, and changes to the described
embodiments are possible without departing from the sphere
and scope of the present invention, as defined in the
appended claims. Accordingly, 1t 1s intended that the present
invention not be limited to the described embodiments, but
that 1t have the full scope defined by the language of the
following claims, and equivalents thereof.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An mtegrated pressure management apparatus com-
prising:

a housing defimng a fluid communication passage
between first and second fluid ports, the housing
including a first portion extending along an axis, the
first portion having a first surface parallel to the axis;
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a poppet being movable between first and second con-
figurations, the first configuration preventing fluid com-
munication between the first and second ports, and the
second configuration permitting fluid communication
between the first and second ports, the poppet 1nclud-
ng:

a second portion being translatable along the axis
relative to the housing, the second portion including
a tubular stem having a second surface parallel to the
axis, the second portion nesting with the first portion
so as to define a first gap between the first and second
surfaces; and

a head fixed to the tubular stem, the head contiguously
engaging the housing so as to occlude the fluid
communication passage when the poppet 1s 1n the
first configuration; and

a chamber being defined by the first and second portions,
and the first gap communicating fluid between the
chamber and the flmd communication passage.

2. The integrated pressure management apparatus accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein the first portion comprises a post
projecting from the housing along the axis, the first surface
comprises an exterior surface of the post, the tubular stem
comprises inside and outside surfaces parallel to the axis,
and the second surface comprises the mside surface of the
tubular stem, such that the chamber i1s defined inside the
tubular stem.

3. The integrated pressure management apparatus accord-
ing to claim 2, wherein the post extends along the axis to an
exterior end face, the tubular stem extends along the axis to
a closure defining an 1nside end face, and a chamber having
a volume that 1s defined by the exterior end face of the post
and the inside surface and inside end face of the tubular
stem.

4. The integrated pressure management apparatus accord-
ing to claam 3, wheremn the first gap and the chamber
comprise a dashpot damping resonance of the poppet in the
second configuration.

5. The integrated pressure management apparatus accord-
ing to claim 3, wherein the volume of the chamber varies 1n
response to the tubular stem telescoping relative to the post.

6. The integrated pressure management apparatus accord-
ing to claim 3, wherein the closure 1s spaced along the axis
with respect to the head.

7. The integrated pressure management apparatus accord-
ing to claim 2, wherein the housing comprises an internal
wall extending along and surrounding the axis, the internal
wall defines an 1nterior surface parallel to the axis, and the
internal wall receives the tubular stem so as to define a
second gap between the interior surface of the wall and the
outside surface of the tubular stem.

8. The integrated pressure management apparatus accord-
ing to claim 7, wherein the second gap communicates fluid
between the first gap and the fluid communication passage.

9. The integrated pressure management apparatus accord-
ing to claim 7, wherein the interior surface of the internal
wall, the second gap, the outside surface of the tubular stem,
the 1nside surface of the tubular stem, the first gap, and the
exterior surface of the post comprise concentric annuli.

10. The integrated pressure management apparatus
according to claim 9, further comprising:

a resilient element biasing the poppet toward the first

coniiguration.

11. The integrated pressure management apparatus
according to claim 10, wherein the resilient element com-
prises an annular compression spring extending along the
ax1is between first and second ends, the first end contiguously

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

engaging the housing, and the second end contiguously
engaging the head, the annular compression spring being
disposed concentrically about the interior wall of the hous-
ng.

12. The integrated pressure management apparatus

according to claim 1, wherein the poppet comprises injec-
tion molded plastic having thin molded walls so as to

minimize resonance of the poppet by minimizing mass of
the poppet.

13. The tegrated pressure management apparatus
according to claim 1, wherein the housing comprises a seat,
and the head contiguously engages the seat in the first
configuration.

14. The integrated pressure management apparatus
according to claim 1, wherein the fuel vapor pressure
management apparatus excludes an electromechanical
actuator.

15. A fuel system for supplying fuel to an internal
combustion engine, the fuel system comprising:

a fuel tank having a headspace;

a fuel vapor collection canmister having first and second
sides, the first side being in fluild communication with
the headspace;

an intake manifold of the internal combustion engine;

a purge valve including an inlet and an outlet, the inlet
being 1n fluid communication with the first side of the
fuel vapor collection canister and the outlet being 1n
fluid communication with the intake manifold; and

a fuel vapor pressure management apparatus including
first and second ports, the first port being i fluid
communication with the second side of the fuel vapor
collection canister, and the second port being 1n tfluid
communication with atmosphere, a first arrangement of
the fuel vapor pressure management apparatus occurs
when there 1s a first negative pressure level in the fuel
vapor collection canister relative to atmosphere, a sec-
ond arrangement of the fuel vapor pressure manage-
ment apparatus permits a first fluid tflow from atmo-
sphere to the fuel vapor collection canister when there
1s a second negative pressure level less than the first
negative pressure level, and a third arrangement of the
fuel vapor pressure management apparatus permits a
second fluid flow from the fuel vapor collection can-
1ster to atmosphere when there 1s a positive pressure 1n
the fuel vapor collection camster relative to atmo-
sphere, the fuel vapor pressure management apparatus
including:

a housing defiming a fluild communication passage
extending between the first and second ports, the
housing including a first portion extending along an
axis, the first portion having a first surface parallel to
the axis; and

a poppet being movable between first and second
configurations, the first configuration preventing
fluid communication between the first and second
ports 1n the first arrangement, and the second con-
figuration permitting fluid communication between
the first and second ports 1n the second and third
arrangements, the poppet including:

a second portion being translatable along the axis
relative to the housing, the second portion 1nclud-
ing a tubular stem having a second surface parallel
to the axis, the second portion nesting with the first
portion so as to define a gap between the first and
second surfaces; and



UsS 7,121,267 B2

9

a head fixed to the tubular stem, the head contigu-
ously engaging the housing so as to occlude the
fluid communication passage in the first arrange-
ment.

16. The fuel system according to claim 15, wherein the
first portion comprises a post projecting from the housing
along the axis, the first surface comprises an exterior surface
of the post, the tubular stem comprises inside and outside
surfaces parallel to the axis, and the second surface com-
prises the inside surface of the tubular stem.

17. The fuel system according to claim 16, wherein the
post extends along the axis to an exterior end face, the
tubular stem extends along the axis to a closure defining an
inside end face, and a chamber 1s defined by the exterior end
tace of the post and the 1nside surface and 1nside end face of
the tubular stem.

18. The fuel system according to claim 17, wherein the
first gap and the chamber comprise a dashpot damping
resonance ol the poppet 1n the second arrangement.

19. The fuel system according to claim 15, wherein the
fuel vapor pressure management apparatus comprises a
diaphragm having a peripheral portion fixed with respect to
the housing and a central portion moving the poppet to the
second configuration 1n the second and third arrangements.

20. The fuel system according to claim 15, wherein the
fuel vapor pressure management apparatus comprises a
switch signaling the first negative pressure level.

21. The fuel system according to claim 20, further com-
prising;:

an engine control unit operatively connected to the purge

valve and to the switch.

22. The fuel system according to claim 15, wherein the
tuel vapor pressure management apparatus comprises a
resilient element biasing the head toward the first configu-
ration.

23. A method of using naturally forming vacuum to
cvaluate a fuel system supplying fuel to an internal com-
bustion engine including an intake manifold, the fuel system
including a fuel tank having a headspace, and a fuel vapor
collection canister having first and second sides, the first side
of the tuel vapor collection canister being 1n fluid commu-
nication with the headspace and with a purge valve, the
method comprising:
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coupling a fuel vapor pressure management apparatus in
fluid communication between the second side of fuel
vapor collection canister and atmosphere, the fuel
vapor management apparatus including;

a housing defining a fluidd communication passage
extending between first and second flmid ports; and

a poppet being movable between first and second
configurations with respect to the housing, the first
configuration preventing fluid communication
between the first and second ports, and the second
configuration permitting fluild communication
between the first and second ports;

damping resonance of the poppet 1n the second configu-
ration.

24. The method according to claim 23, wherein the
damping resonance comprises operatively coupling a dash-
pot between the poppet and the housing.

25. The method according to claim 23, further compris-
ng:
excluding from the fuel vapor management apparatus an
clectromechanical actuator.

26. The method according to claim 23, further compris-
ng:
detecting 1n the first configuration of the poppet the
vacuum that naturally forms in the headspace.

27. The method according to claim 26, wherein the
detecting comprises sensing at the second side of fuel vapor
collection canister a first negative pressure level relative to
atmosphere.

28. The method according to claim 27, further compris-
ng:
relieving excess negative pressure below the first negative
pressure level relative to atmosphere.
29. The method according to claim 23, further compris-
ng:
relieving positive pressure above a second pressure level
relative to atmosphere.
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