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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR ABSORBING
LIQUIDS ON OUTSIDE OF BOTTLE NECKS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to absorbing wine or other
liquids which may run down the exterior surface of a bottle
neck following pouring of the liquid from the bottle. More
specifically, the invention relates to the combination with a
bottle having a base and a neck portion of a liquid-absorbing,
material to essentially eliminate liqud from flowing past a
position relatively high on the exterior surface of a bottle
neck after pouring liquid from the opening at the top of the
bottle neck.

Various means have been employed to absorb liquid on
the exterior surface of a bottle, particularly liquid which may
run down the surface of a bottle neck after pouring a portion
of the bottle’s contents into a glass and prior to pouring an
additional portion or the remainder of the bottle’s contents.
Such situations arise most frequently 1n connection with the
pouring of wine. A napkin or other cloth 1s often held or tied
around the bottle neck to absorb droplets of wine which run
down the outside of neck between pouring operations.

It 1s a principal object of the present invention to provide
novel and mmproved structure and methods of absorbing
liguid which runs down the outside of a bottle after tipping
the bottle to pour out a portion of 1ts contents and returning,
the bottle to an upright position.

A further object 1s to provide a simple and inexpensive
article for combination with a bottle to absorb liquid on the
outside of a bottle, and which turther adds visual appeal to
the bottle.

Other objects will in part be obvious and will in part
appear hereinafter.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Basically, the present invention includes a length of
flexible cord made of liquid-absorbing material, and at least
one retaining member having parallel passageways through
which the cord passes, in frictional engagement with the
passageways, 1n combination with a bottle having base and
neck portions. In a first disclosed embodiment, the two ends
of the cord are passed through the passageways, leaving a
closed loop of cord on one side of the retaining member
which 1s slid upon the cord to tighten the loop 1n substan-
tially surrounding relation to the neck. The two ends of the
cord are preferably about the same distance from the retain-
ing member, and the portions of the cord between the ends
and the retaining member extend down the base of the bottle.
Weighted balls of diameter larger than the passageways may
be aflixed to the ends of the cord after passing the ends
through the retaining means passageways to serve a number
of functions such as preventing fraying of the cord ends,
preventing separation of the cord and retaining member and
adding weight to ensure that the cords extend neatly down
the base of the bottle to add to the decorative effect.

Second and third embodiments are illustrated and
described. In both of these embodiments, the closed loop on
one side of the retaining member 1s again placed around the
bottle 1n substantially surrounding relation to the neck. In the
second embodiment, the cord portions extending from each
passageway are passed around the bottle neck from the front
side, 1.e., the side where the retaining member 1s positioned,
to the opposite side and back to the front side and looped
over one another, or tied 1n a knot, on the front side directly
below the retaiming member, with the ends again extending,
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2

down the base of the bottle. In the third embodiment, the
cord 1s passed around the bottle neck 1n the same manner as
in the second embodiment, but instead of looping or tying
the cord to 1tsell, a second retaining member, 1dentical to the
first, 1s provided; the cord ends are passed through the
second retaining member which 1s positioned directly below
the first on the front side of the bottle.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will be more fully understood and
appreciated by reading the following Detailed Description in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, 1n which:

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a first embodiment of the
article of the imvention 1n combination with a typical bottle
of the type for which the mvention 1s intended;

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of the bottle 1n combination
with a second embodiment of the liquid-absorbing article;

FIG. 3 1s a perspective view of a third embodiment of the
article and bottle combination; and

FIGS. 4 and 5 are rear and side elevational views,
respectively, of the retaining member portion of the article
with fragments of the cord extending therethrough.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring now to the drawings, bottle 10 includes base
portion 12, neck portion 14, of smaller diameter than the
base portion, and mtermediate portion 16, of varying diam-
cter, where the base and neck are integrally merged. Bottle
10 includes the usual opening at the top of neck 14 through
which a liquid which, for purposes of the present discussion,
will be assumed to be wine, 1s placed 1nto and poured from
bottle 10. In FIGS. 1-3 sealing means 18, which may
include a cork, covers the opening and 1s removed prior to
pouring. The mvention includes, in combination with bottle
10, an article designed to absorb wine which may run down
the outside surface of the bottle following pouring of a
portion of the wine and return of the bottle to an upright or
semi-upright position. The article includes a length of tlex-
ible cord 20 and retaining member 22. As seen 1n FIGS. 4
and 5, retaining member 22 includes base 24, having a
decorative forward surface and a pair of laterally adjacent,
cylindrical passageways 26 and 28 athixed to 1ts rear surface.
Cord 20 1s of a maternial which 1s liquud-absorbent, at least
on 1ts surface and preferably throughout, and includes oppo-
site ends 30 and 32 which are contained within and hidden
by balls 34 and 36, respectively, 1n the illustrated versions.

In assembly, ends 30 and 32 are passed through passage-
ways 26 and 28, respectively, and balls 34 and 36 are then
aflixed. Cord 20 1s of the same or slightly larger diameter as
passageways 26 and 28, whereby the cord 1s frictionally
engaged by the mner surfaces of the passageways, and the
solid, larger diameter balls prevent withdrawal of the cord
through the passageways. Portions 38 and 40 of cord 20
extend from passageways 26 and 28, respectively, and form
a closed loop on one side of retaining member 22. Portions
42 and 44 extend from the other side of the retaining
member and extend therefrom to ends 30 and 32, respec-
tively, 1 the FIG. 1 embodiment wherein the closed loop
formed by cord portions 38 and 40 1s placed around neck 14,
retaining member 22 1s slid to tighten the loop around the
neck, and cord portions 42 and 44 extend downwardly over
base portion 12. With cord 20 in this position, bottle 10 may
be opened and tipped to pour wine from the open end,
returned to the illustrated upright position and all or sub-
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stantially all wine which travels down the exterior surface of
neck 14 will be absorbed by the portion of cord 20 encircling
the bottle neck.

In the FIG. 2 embodiment, the portions of cord 20
extending from retaining member 20 on the side opposite the
closed loop formed by portions 38 and 40, such portions
being denoted by reference numerals 46 and 48, are passed
from the front (1llustrated) side of bottle 10 to the rear side,
crossed over one another, and passed back to the front side.
The cord portions passing from rear to front side are
numbered 50 and 52, and are looped over, or (preferably)
tied to form knot 54, from which portions 42 and 44 extend
to ends 30 and 32, respectively. Knot 54 1s replaced in the
FIG. 3 embodiment by second retaining member 22', pret-
erably 1dentical to retaining member 22, the passage of cord
20 around bottle 10 being the same as in the FIG. 2
embodiment. In all three embodiments, balls 34 and 36 are
ol greater density than cord 20, preferably being spherical,
metallic balls crimped to ends 30 and 32, thereby assisting,
in maintaining cord portions 42 and 44 in contact with, and
extending directly down, base portion 12, as well as adding
to the visual appeal of the article 1n association with the
bottle, and 1n preventing separation of the cord and retaining,
member(s).

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A drip stopping system for absorbing liquid which runs
downwardly on the exterior surface of a bottle following the
pouring of such liquid from the bottle, the bottle having a
base portion, a neck portion integrally merged at one end
with the base portion, and defining at the other end an
opening through which such liquid may be placed within
and poured from, said system comprising, in combination:

a) a flexible cord having first and second ends and a

liquid-absorbing outer surface;

b) at least one retaiming member defining a pair of

laterally adjacent passageways with parallel axes;
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¢) said cord passing through, 1n frictional contact with,
cach of said passageways with both of said first and
second ends on one side and a closed loop of said cord
on the other side of said retaining member; and

d) said closed loop passing around and substantially
surrounding said neck portion of said bottle in contact-
ing relation with said exterior surface thereof, whereby
any liquid moving down said exterior surface, follow-
ing pouring of liquid from said bottle and returning said
bottle to an upright position, 1s absorbed by said cord,
wherein the portions of said cord on the opposite side
of said retaining member from said closed loop are
passed around said neck portion, crossed over one
another, and passed back to the same side of the bottle
as said retaining member.

2. The drip stopping system of claim 1 wheremn the
portions of said cord which are passed back to the same side
ol the bottle as said retaining member are tied to one another,
forming a knot 1n said cord.

3. The drip stopping system of claim 2 wherein said base
portion 1s of greater diameter than said neck portion and said
neck and base portions are integrally merged through an
intermediate portion of varying diameter through an axial
length of said bottle, and wherein said passageways contact
said neck portion.

4. The drip stopping system of claim 3 wherein said knot
rests upon said intermediate portion.

5. The drip stopping system of claim 1 wherein the
portions of said cord which are passed back to the same side
of the bottle as said retaining member are passed through the
parallel passageways of a second retaining member.
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