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1
GUITAR COMBO

[. BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to guitars and more particu-
larly pertains to a new combination stringed musical instru-
ment for providing two stringed guitars on a common

housing.

II. DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART

The use of combination musical instruments 1s known 1n

the prior art. Illustrative examples include U.S. Pat. No.
4,377,101, U.S. Pat. No. 4,987,814; and U.S. Pat. No.

6,346,661.
[II. SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention meets the needs presented above by
utilizing a single neck with strings positioned on the front
and the back of the neck with a cover member selectively
covering the currently unused strings and providing a resting
surface for the palm of the users hand while mampulating
the currently used strings against the neck and {frets.

To this end, the present invention generally comprises
includes a housing, neck portion, head portion, first plurality
of string and second plurality of strings. The neck portion
includes a neck first side and a neck second side. The head
portion may be operationally coupled to the neck portion.
The head portion includes a head first side and head second
side. The head portion includes a plurality of tuming pegs.
The first plurality of strings i1s preferably operationally
coupled to the first side of the housing and extends upwardly
along the neck first side. The first plurality of strings is
coupled to the head first side. Stmilarly, the second plurality
of strings may also be coupled to the second side of the
housing and extends upwardly along the neck second side.
The second plurality of strings 1s coupled to the head second
side.

There has thus been outlined, rather broadly, the more
important features of a musical instrument 1n order that the
detailed description thereof that follows may be better
understood, and in order that the present contribution to the
art may be better appreciated. There are additional features
ol the musical instrument that will be described hereinafter
and which will form the subject matter of the claims
appended hereto

In this respect, before explaining at least one embodiment
of the musical instrument 1n detail, 1t 1s to be understood that
the musical instrument 1s not limited 1n 1ts application to the
details of construction and to the arrangements of the
components set forth in the following description or 1llus-
trated in the drawings. The musical instrument 1s capable of
other embodiments and being practiced and carried out 1n
various ways. Also, it 1s to be understood that the phrase-
ology and terminology employed herein are for the purpose
ol descriptions and should not be regarded as limiting.

As such, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the
conception, upon which this disclosure 1s based, may readily
be utilized as a basis for the designing of other structures,
methods and systems for carrying out the several purposes
of the present musical mstrument. It 1s important, therefore,
that the claims be regarded as including such equivalent
constructions insofar as they do not depart from the spirit
and scope of the present invention.

It 1s another object of the present invention to provide a
musical mstrument which has all of the advantages of the
prior art and none of the disadvantages.
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2

It 1s another object of the present invention to provide a
musical instrument which may be easily and efliciently
manufactured and marketed.

It 1s another object of the present invention to provide a
musical mstrument which 1s of durable and reliable con-
struction.

It 1s yet another object of the present invention to provide
a musical instrument which 1s economically affordable and
available for relevant market segment of the purchasing
public.

Other objects, features and advantages of the present
invention will become more readily apparent from the
following detailed description of the preferred embodiment
when considered with the attached drawings and appended
claims.

IV. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a schematic perspective view of a first side of a
new combination stringed musical instrument according to
the present invention.

FIG. 2 1s a schematic perspective view of a second side of
the present ivention.

FIG. 3 1s a schematic perspective view of the string cover
member of the present invention.

V. DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMEN'T

With reference now to the drawings, and in particular to
FIGS. 1 through 3 thereof, a new combination stringed
musical mstrument embodying the principles and concepts
of the present mvention and generally designated by the
reference numeral 10 will be described.

As best 1llustrated 1n FIGS. 1 through 3, the combination
stringed musical mstrument 10 generally comprises a hous-
ing 20, a neck portion 30, a head portion 40, a first plurality
of string 50 and a second plurality of strings 60.

The housing 20 includes a first side 21 and a second side
22. The housing 20 also includes an upper end 23 and a
lower end 24.

The neck portion 30 may be operationally coupled to the
upper end 23 of the housing 20. The neck portion 30
includes a neck first side 31 and a neck second side 32.

The head portion 40 may be operationally coupled to the
neck portion 30. The head portion 40 includes a head first
side 41 and a head second side 42. The head portion 40
includes a plurality of tuning pegs 43.

The first plurality of strings 50 1s preferably operationally
coupled to the first side 21 of the housing 20 and extends
upwardly along the neck first side 31. The first plurality of
strings 50 1s operationally coupled to the head first side 41.

Similarly, The second plurality of strings 60 may also be
operationally coupled to the second side 22 of the housing
20 and extends upwardly along the neck second side 32. The
second plurality of strings 60 1s operationally coupled to the
head second side 42.

In a preferred embodiment, the first plurality of strings 50
comprises six strings and the housing 20, neck first side 31,
first plurality of strings 50, and the head first side 41 form
a rhythm guitar.

In a further preferred embodiment, the second plurality of
strings 60 comprises four strings; and the housing 20, neck
second side 32, second plurality of strings 60, and the head
second side 42 form a bass guitar.

A string cover member 70 may operationally coupleable
to the neck portion 30. The string cover member 70 may be
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positioned to selectively cover the first plurality of strings 50
when a user 1s playing the second plurality of strings 60, or
positioned to selectively cover the second plurality of strings
60 when the user 1s playing the first plurality of strings 50.
The string cover member 70 provides a support surface for
a palm of the user while manipulating either the {first
plurality of strings 50 or the second plurality of strings 60.

An electric pickup 74 may be positioned adjacent to the
first plurality of strings 50 1n order to facilitate amplification
of sounds created by any one of the first plurality of strings
50.

Similarly, a second electric pickup 78 may also be posi-
tioned adjacent to the second plurality of strings 60, to
facilitate amplification of sounds created by any one of the
second plurality of strings 60.

With respect to the above description then, it 1s to be
realized that the optimum dimensional relationships for the
parts of the invention, to include variations 1n size, materials,
shape, form, function and manner of operation, assembly
and use, are deemed readily apparent and obvious to one
skilled 1n the art, and all equivalent relationships to those
illustrated in the drawings and described 1n the specification
are 1ntended to be encompassed by the present invention.

Theretfore, the foregoing 1s considered as illustrative only
of the principles of the invention. Further, since numerous
modifications and changes will readily occur to those skilled
in the art, 1t 1s not desired to limit the invention to the exact
construction and operation shown and described, and
accordingly, all suitable modifications and equivalents may
be resorted to, falling within the scope of the mvention.

I claim:
1. A combination stringed musical mstrument comprising:

a housing having a first side surface, a second side
surface, an upper end, and a lower end, the first side
surface facing a first direction and the second side
surface facing a second direction, the first direction
being opposite the second direction,

a neck portion operationally coupled to said upper end of
said housing, said neck portion having a neck first side
surface and a neck second side surface, the neck first
side surface facing a first direction and the neck second
side surface facing a second direction, the first direction
being opposite the second direction,

a head portion operationally coupled to said neck portion,
said head portion having a head first side surface and a
head second side surface, said head portion having a
plurality of tuning pegs, the head first side surface
facing a first direction and the head second side surface
facing a second direction, the first direction being
opposite the second direction,

a first plurality of strings operationally coupled to said
first side surface of said housing and extending
upwardly along said neck first side surface, said first
plurality of strings being operationally coupled to said
head first side surface, and

a second plurality of strings operationally coupled to said
second side surface of said housing and extending
upwardly along said neck second side surface, said
second plurality of strings being operationally coupled
to said head second side surface.

2. The combination stringed musical instrument of claim
1, wherein said first plurality of strings comprises six strings.

3. The combination stringed musical istrument of claim
2, wheremn said housing, neck first side, first plurality of
strings, and said head first side form a rhythm guaitar.
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4. The combimation stringed musical istrument of claim
1, wherein said second plurality of strings comprises four
strings.

5. The combination stringed musical instrument of claim
4, wherein said housing, neck second side, second plurality
of strings, and said head second side form a bass guitar.

6. The combination stringed musical istrument of claim
1, further wherein:

said first plurality of strings comprises six strings;

said housing, neck first side, first plurality of strings, and
said head first side form a rhythm guitar;

said second plurality of strings comprises four strings; and

said housing, neck second side, second plurality of
strings, and said head second side form a bass guitar.

7. The combination stringed musical imnstrument of claim
6, further comprising a string cover member operationally
coupleable to said neck portion, said string cover member
being positionable to selectively cover said first plurality of
strings when a user 1s playing said second plurality of
strings, said string cover member being positionable to
selectively cover said second plurality of strings wherein the
user 1s playing said first plurality of strings, said string cover
member providing a support surface for a palm of the user
while manipulating either said first plurality of strings or
said second plurality of strings.

8. The combination stringed musical imnstrument of claim
1, further comprising a string cover member operationally
coupleable to said neck portion, said string cover member
being positionable to selectively cover said first plurality of
strings when a user 1s playing said second plurality of
strings, said string cover member being positionable to
selectively cover said second plurality of strings wherein the
user 1s playing said first plurality of strings, said string cover
member providing a support surface for a palm of the user
while manipulating either said first plurality of strings or
said second plurality of strings.

9. The combination stringed musical mnstrument of claim
1, further comprising an electric pickup positioned adjacent
to said first plurality of strings, said electric pickup facili-
tating amplification of sounds created by any one of said first
plurality of strings.

10. The combination stringed musical instrument of claim
1, further comprising a second electric pickup positioned
adjacent to said second plurality of strings, said electric
pickup facilitating amplification of sounds created by any
one of said second plurality of strings.

11. The combination stringed musical instrument of claim
1 wherein the combination stringed musical instrument
further comprises:

a string cover member operationally coupleable to said
neck portion,

an electric pickup positioned adjacent to said first plural-
ity of strings,

a second electric pickup positioned adjacent to said sec-
ond plurality of strings,

wherein said first plurality of strings comprises six
strings,

turther wherein said housing, neck first side, first plurality
of strings, and said head first side form a rhythm guitar,

turther wherein said second plurality of strings comprises
four strings,

turther wherein said housing, neck second side, second
plurality of strings, and said head second side form a
bass guitar,
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further wherein said string cover member 1s positionable turther wherein said electric pickup facilitates amplifica-
to selectively cover said first plurality of strings when tion of sounds created by any one of said first plurality
a user 1s playing said second plurality of strings, said of strings, and

string cover member being positionable to selectively
cover said second plurality of strings wherein the user 5
1s playing said first plurality of strings, said string cover _ _
member providing a support surface for a palm of the second plurality of strings.

user while manipulating either said first plurality of

strings or said second plurality of strings, I T T

further wherein said second electric pickup facilitates
amplification of sounds created by any one of said
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