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(57) ABSTRACT

A waterproofing membrane comprising a bituminous mass
which comprises at least one olefinic polymer with an
intrinsic crystallinity. The method of manufacturing a water-
proofing membrane includes the application by coating from
below on a top face of a layer of fibers. The layer of fibers
1s preferably provided on 1ts other face with an antisweating
coating.

11 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets

28
29
[

B

A AV A A AL

Bt R TRl

Y

1



U.S. Patent May 2, 2006 Sheet 1 of 5 US 7,037,593 B2

Sample ' 25‘:/0' PP

006 - _
148,64 °C
002 &-,9¢2 cal/g

0,00

I

& -002

N

>

o ~0,04

tw

-0,06
18757 °C
-0,08 .
80 100 120 140 160 180
el
Frig. 17 T{°C)
Sample @ 29% HS (Polyolefin)

-0,005 mpe d

' 121,65°C

-0,010 2,077 cal/g
on-0,015
-
a
= -0,020
kY

‘01025

139,35°(C
-0,030
60 80 100 120 140 160 180

T(°C]




U.S. Patent May 2, 2006 Sheet 2 of 5 US 7,037,593 B2

Sample 25% B10(APP)

- TERY |
0 OOB . ¢ g 1(1-3,74‘3[
f o ' 0, 4725 cal/g
94,77°C - __
0006 \
=3 .
~ .
« 0,004
N
N
% 0,002
o
0,000
153.84°
0,002 L
60 80 100 120 140 160 180

T(®()




U.S. Patent May 2, 2006 Sheet 3 of 5 US 7,037,593 B2

] 70
R > 5,5%
huz ------------------
: . ‘:;HH > 5%
T~ h-“"'"....__
E 40 .\h‘m MH"-..___
%’ 30 "‘"-.._\‘ '--.__‘__ 1é5%
5 20 -~
= N
& 5
3 10 o
7
0
0 7 14 21 28 1o (amvel

O

3 .""-
O ~ *
2--"" -10 oy v .--"'_'.'—'-_'___.-F'-q—i-‘-ﬂ--—' 135/n
o ) ..----r—-""-""

s . —— T

-

5

ey

rrt

o

“r{

od

5
E: 0 ! 28

Tille (days)




U.S. Patent May 2, 2006 Sheet 4 of 5 US 7,037,593 B2




U.S. Patent May 2, 2006 Sheet 5 of 5 US 7,037,593 B2

28
29

NN NN NN N N NN

S N AT AT U E T S R e S R A
A N S A e T 2 B Ro AT T SN LR A

y
Fig.7 "

D>\

TN 2\ 28 29

WII‘% &
2\

8 29

B

X
\
e e 4 B AN R L VR A T A0 s PR S @ s S e R A T TN
e AP A Joa LYY b ay i) v,

N T ST B e R RN R R TR Bt R e N N eben - N
1 B 1

B
Frg. 8




Us 7,037,593 B2

1

SEALING MEMBRANE AND METHOD
MAKING A SEALING MEMBRANE

This 1s a nationalization of PCT/BE00/00142 filed Nov.
30, 2000 and published 1n French.

The present invention relates to a waterproofing mem-
brane provided on one face with an antisweating coating and
a bituminous mass applied to the other face, and to 1its
manufacture.

A waterproofing membrane provided with an antisweat-
ing coating and intended to be applied to a roof 1s known
from the international patent application WO 97/24485. The
antisweating coating, placed on the surface, i particular
resolves the problem of sweating by preventing the migra-
tion of o1l to the surface of the membrane. This sweating 1s
due to variations in temperature and to the action of ultra-
violet radiation. This sweating 1s also the cause of browning
of rainwater and corrosion of the metals used 1n the rain-
water collection. This 1s because the oils which have
migrated to the surface mix with the rainwater, thus causing
it to brown. These phenomena are reduced by means of the
use of such a membrane.

When the sealing membrane provided with an antisweat-
ing coating 1s placed as a roof cladding, 1t 1s ensured that the
antisweating coating 1s on the surface. Two juxtaposed strips
are welded or bonded to each other whilst superimposing
them along their edges Where the join 1s made. One problem
has however been found at this join. This 1s because the layer
of bitumen of the top membrane 1s in contact with the
antisweating coating. As the antisweating coating prevents
the migration of o1l beyond this layer, this o1l will accumu-
late at the joint, and may cause a phenomenon of delami-
nation at this point.

The aim of the invention 1s to obtain a waterproofing
membrane for which the durability and the resistance of the
joints to the phenomenon of delamination are substantially
improved.

To this end, the waterproofing membrane according to the
invention 1s characterized in that the bituminous mass com-
prises at least one olefinic polymer with an intrinsic crys-
tallinity.

The presence of this olefinic polymer stabilizes the oils 1n
the bituminous mass better because of 1ts intrinsic crystal-
linity related to 1ts macromolecular structure and to 1its
chemical composition. In this way, the oils are kept in the
crystalline zones, thus substantially limiting their ability to
migrate under the eflect of an increase 1n temperature. The
limitation of this migration will then 1n its turn result 1n a
limitation of the phenomenon of delamination and will give
greater durability to the joint between two juxtaposed mem-
branes. In addition, the flexibility of the waterproofing
membrane when cold will be maintained over time. It should
be noted that the olefinic polymer used has an intrinsic
crystallinity and a chemaical composition which are different
from the 1sotactic polypropylene normally used in the bitu-
minous mass.

Mixing a bituminous mass with thermoplastic polyolefins
1s known as such from the patent application EP 0 937 730.
The solution proposed in this patent application resolves a
problem of incorporating polyolefins with a bituminous
mass 1n order to obtain bituminous compositions of the
bitumen-polymer type 1n homogeneous phase. For this pur-
pose this patent application teaches degrading the molecular
mass of the high-crystallinity thermoplastic polyolefins.
However, nothing in this document teaches a solution to a
problem of resistance of the joints to the phenomenon of
delamination.
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According to a preferential embodiment of the invention,
the bituminous mass comprises a quantity of olefinic poly-
mers with an intrinsic crystallinity between 1% and 3% of
the concentration of the polymers present 1n the bituminous
mass. Thus the resistance of the joints measured after
thermal aging 1s suflicient to meet the requirements defined
in the European Directives peculiar to the reinforced sealing
coatings of APP polymer bitumen.

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the bitumi-
nous mass 1s characterized in that 1t comprises a quantity of
olefinic polymers having an intrinsic crystallinity greater
than 5% of the concentration of the polymers present in the
bituminous mass. This proportion ensures the durability of
the waterproofing membrane, by keeping 1ts performance
with regard to the strength of the joints and the tlexibility
when cold at least constant over time.

According to a preferred embodiment of the imnvention,
the olefinic polymers with an intrinsic crystallinity comprise
cthylene and propylene monomers. These polymers ensure a
compatibility with the bitumen which 1s greater than that
obtained with isotactic polypropylenes. They also make 1t
possible to keep good flexibility when cold.

According to another embodiment according to the inven-
tion, the olefinic polymers with an intrinsic crystallinity
comprise an ethylene monomer to which there 1s added at
least one unsaturated olefinic monomer 1n which the number
of carbon atoms 1s greater than 3. These polymers also allow
this greater compatibility and preserve tlexibility when cold.

The invention also relates to a bituminous mass to be used
for the manufacture of a waterproofing membrane according
to the invention.

In addition, the invention also relates to a method of
manufacturing a waterproofing membrane according to
which a bituminous mass 1s applied to one face of a first
layer of fibers, which first layer 1s provided on 1ts other face
with an antisweating coating.

Generally, the impregnation of one or more layers of
fibers with a bituminous mass 1 order to manufacture
waterprooiing membranes 1s done by impregnating the layer
or layers of fibers by immersing 1n a tank filled with the
bituminous mass or by a deposition of a bituminous mass
carried out by gravity effect. These methods described 1n the
prior art have the drawback of causing the overtlow of the
bituminous mass over the edges of the layer to be impreg-
nated, which soils the face which 1s not to be impregnated
as well as the cylinders on which the layer of fibers 1is
transported. This 1s all the more a problem if the layer which
cannot be impregnated 1s the one where the antisweating
coating 1s applied. In addition, the known method may give
rise to faulty impregnation of the layer or layers and there-
fore a risk of delamination.

The bituminous mass soiling contaminating the cylinders
on the manufacturing line may cause many square meters of
manufactured waterproofing membrane to be rejected.

Another aim of the invention 1s to provide a method of
manufacturing a waterproofing membrane which affords a
solution to the above mentioned problem.

To this end, a method of manufacturing a waterproofing
membrane according to the mvention 1s characterized 1n that
said bituminous mass 1s applied by coating from below the
surface to be coated on the bottom face of the first layer of
fibers. The coating of the bottom face from below makes 1t
possible not to soil the top face where the antisweating
coating 1s applied. In addition, the force of gravity will
enable the excess bituminous mass to fall into the bath again
and not to soil the cylinders.
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Preferably, the method according to the invention 1s
characterized 1n that a layer of glass fibers 1s used as a first
layer. This gives the membrane good properties of stability
and tensile strength.

According to another embodiment of the method accord-
ing to the invention, this i1s characterized in that the strength
of the joints of these waterproofing membranes 1s at least 50
N/5 cm. The use of a different bituminous mass makes 1t
possible to choose a generally less expensive one which 1s
in contact with the roof.

Hereinafter, the invention will be described in more detail
using the accompanying drawings. In the drawings:

FIGS. 1 to 3 illustrate the heat flow according to tem-
perature;

FIG. 4 1s a graph presenting the results of a test of
durability of the joints of the waterproofing membrane
according to the invention identified by the value of the
strength of the joints measured during an accelerated ther-
mal aging;

FIG. 5 1s a graph presenting the results of a test on the
durability of the flexibility when cold of the waterproofing
membrane according to the invention identified by the value
of the temperature of non-cracking of the membrane mea-
sured during an accelerated thermal aging;

FI1G. 6 illustrates schematically the second and third steps
of the method of manufacturing a waterproofing membrane
according to the mvention;

FIG. 7 illustrates, to a larger scale, a view 1n section
through a waterproofing membrane obtained by applying the
method 1llustrated 1n FIG. 6;

FIG. 8 illustrates, to a larger scale, a view 1n section
through two widths of waterproofing membrane which are
superimposed at their edges.

A waterprooling membrane 1n particular provided with an
antisweating coating placed on the surface according to the
invention 1s manufactured by applying a bituminous mass to
one or more layers of fibers. The antisweating coating
reduces the eflects of the heat and ultraviolet radiation on the
membrane. This 1s because this antisweating coating con-
siderably limits the migration beyond the antisweating coat-
ing of the oils present 1n the bituminous mass. Thus the
cllect of aging of the membrane caused by heat and ultra-
violet radiation 1s reduced. The antisweating coating so to
speak shelters the bituminous mass from the ultraviolet
radiation.

As the migration of the oils beyond the coating 1s pre-
vented by the antisweating coating, the migrating o1l can
merely accumulate at the joint between the bituminous mass
and the antisweating coating to which the edge of the
membrane 1s applied. This accumulation of o1l at the joint
may cause a delamination of the joint and therefore lead to
infiltration of water.

When the membrane 1s not provided with an antisweating,
coating, the migration of o1l may also take place in the
direction of the top face of the membrane. The o1l thus
released, after degradation under the effect of ultraviolet
radiation, may mix with rammwater and be found in the
drainage water and could cause corrosion of the discharge
pIpes.

It has now been found that the problem of migration of o1l
in the membrane could be reduced by modifying the bitu-
minous mass which 1s used for manufacturing the mem-
brane. To this end, the bituminous mass according to the
invention comprises substances situated in the following
range:

15 to 85% bitumen, and

15 to 853% polymers comprising:
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5> to 85% atactic polypropylenes,
0 to 10% 1sotactic polypropylenes,
1 to 50% olefinic polymers with an intrinsic crystal-
linity,
0 to 49% filler (mineral or organic).

An example of a preferential composition of the bitumi-
nous mass according to the imnvention 1s situated 1n the range
given below:

bitumen: 45 to 85%,
atactic polypropylenes: 10 to 50%,
isotactic polypropylenes: 0 to 3%,
olefinic polymers having 1 to 10%,
an intrinsic crystallinity:

filler: 5 to 25%.

A typical example of a composition of the bituminous
mass ol the mvention 1s given below:

bitumen: 55%,
atactic polypropylenes: 17.5%,
isotactic polypropylenes: 0.6%,
olefinic polymers with an 6.9%,

intrinsic crystallinity:

filler: 20%.

The olefimic polymers with an intrinsic crystallimity are
preferably synthesis polymers but can also be olefinic poly-
mers obtained by applying the method as described 1n EP-A

0 937 750. The bitumen used preferably has a penetrability
at 25° C. of between 60 and 200 tenths of a millimeter.

The olefinic polymers with intrinsic crystallinity are
formed principally by ethylene and propylene monomers.
However, and according to another embodiment, these ole-
finic polymers can also be formed by an ethylene monomer

to which there has been added at least one unsaturated
olefinic monomer 1n which the number of carbon atoms 1s

greater than three. This last olefinic monomer 1s for example
an octene.

It should be noted that the olefinic polymers with an
intrinsic crystallinity are distinguished from atactic and
1sotactic polymers by their physical and chemical properties.
The technique of diflerential calorimetric analysis makes 1t
possible to observe and quantily these chemical and physical
changes which a polymer may undergo 1f this change
releases or requires energy. Melting, that 1s to say passing
from the crystalline phase to the molten state, 1s one example
of this. FIGS. 1 to 3 illustrate respectively the tlow of heat

Fc (in cal/sec/g) as a function of the temperature T for an
1sotactic polypropylene (IPP=FIG. 1), an olefinic polymer
with an intrinsic crystallinity (POC; FIG. 2) and an atactic
polypropylene (APP; FIG. 3). In these figures 1t will be seen
that, for an IPP, the melting peak 1s situated at approximately
157° C. whilst for a POC or respectively an APP, it 1s at
approximately 139° C. or respectively 155° C.

Two parameters can be measured, namely:
the fusion zone
the enthalpy of the fusion.

The table set out below gives one example of data
obtained according to the type of polymer mixed with the
bitumen (75% bitumen—25% polymer).
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FUSION FUSION
ENTHALPY ENTHALPY

MIXTURE FUSION ZONE Zone 1 Zone 2
Bitumen + Atactic Zone 1: 81 to 103 0.078 0.473
polypropylene Zone 2: 135 to 163
(APP)
Bitumen + 84 to 158 2.077
Polyolefin with
intrinsic crystallinity
(a)
Bitumen + IPP 129 to 167 — 4.94

Zone 1 = 1% fusion peak
Zone 2 = 2™ fusion peak.
(a): polyolefin or ethylene and propylene monomer.

From the table and 1n FIG. 2 1t will be observed that, for
an olefinic polymer with an intrinsic crystallinity, the fusion
zone 1s very broad compared with the IPP or APP and
continues with a maximum situated for the chosen polymer
at 135° C. When the olefinic polymer with intrinsic crys-
tallinity 1s a polyethylene containing monomers in 1ts struc-
ture where the carbon number 1s greater than 3, the maxi-
mum of the fusion zone will be situated between 45 and 110°
C. according to the proportion of this monomer.

These olefinic polymers must constitute at least 1% of the
polymers forming part ol a bituminous mass for manufac-
turing a waterproofing membrane for the effects of their
presence to be observable. This 1s because the presence of
this type of olefinic polymer stabilizes the oils present in the
bituminous mass, which prevents their migration in particu-
lar towards the interface between the bituminous mass and
the antisweating coating when the sealing membrane 1s
subjected to the action of ultraviolet radiation and heat.

The fact that the o1l now hardly migrates at all 1s due to
the fact that i1t 1s considerably better stabilized in the
bituminous mass. The o1l 1s maintained i the inftrinsic
crystallinity of the olefinic polymers which now form part of
the bituminous mass.

In order to vernity the improved properties of the water-
proofing membrane according to the mnvention, it was sub-
jected to a durability test, the protocol for which 1s described
in the UEAtc (European Umion for Technical Approval in
Construction) directives for the approval of waterproofing
coatings made from reinforced APP (atactic polypropylene)
polymer bitumen.

The first criterion tested 1s the strength of the membrane
joints over time, which represents the resistance to delami-
nation of the joints between the membrane widths.

The principle of the test 1s to measure the difference in
strength of the membrane joints between a new state and a
state after accelerated thermal aging of these joints obtained
in a ventilated oven maintained at a temperature of 80° C. for

28 days.

FIG. 4 shows 1n a graph the difference in strength R of the
joints during the accelerated thermal aging test (expressed in
days I), for different percentages of olefinic polymers with
an 1ntrinsic crystallimity present 1in the bituminous mass. The
graph shows a decrease 1n the strength of the joint of more
than 50% of the value 1n the new state if the proportion of
these polymers 1s less than 1%, which 1s not in accordance
with the relevant European Directives. On the other hand,
for a proportion of these polymers of between 1% and 5%,
the decrease 1n the strength 1s less than 50% of the value in
the new state, which 1s in conformity. For a proportion
greater than 5% of these polymers, the strength of the joints
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1s at least constant over time, whilst for a proportion greater
than 5.5% the strength improves over time.

Another criterion used to define the durability of a water-
proofing membrane 1s its flexibility under cold.

The principle of the test 1s to measure the temperature of
non-cracking of the membrane subjected to the cold flex-
ibility test, the test being carried out on a membrane 1n the
new state and on a membrane which has undergone accel-
erated thermal aging in a ventilated oven maintained at a
temperature of 80° C. for 28 days.

FIG. 5 shows in the graph the change in the temperature
T of non-cracking of the membrane, measured by the cold
flexibility test, during the accelerated thermal aging test, for
different proportions of olefinic polymers with an intrinsic
crystallimity present 1in the bituminous mass. The graph
shows a large drop in the cold flexibility compared with the
new state 1f the proportion of these polymers 1s below 1%.
On the other hand, for a proportion of these polymers of
between 1% and 5%, the temperature of non-cracking tends
to remain 1dentical to that obtained in the new state and for
a proportion greater than 3% of these polymers the tem-
perature ol non-cracking becomes constant over time.

The antisweating coating of the waterproofing membrane
according to the invention can consist of a compound based
on acryvlic or based on polyvinyl acetate and a flame-
retarding filler, or contain mtumescent products which make
it possible to obtain a waterproofing membrane 1n accor-
dance with all the fire resistance standards described in
international patent application WQO97/24483.

In addition, the antisweating coating comprising an
acrylic-urethane compound which meets the same criteria as
those set out 1n the patent application WO97/24483.

The characteristics of the bituminous mass according to
the invention do not impair the well-known antisweating and

fire resistance performances of the international patent appli-
cation WO97/24483.

A method of manufacturing a waterproofing membrane
according to the invention will now be described and
preferably comprises three steps.

FIG. 6 illustrates an example embodiment of the method
of manufacturing a waterprooling membrane according to
the 1vention.

The first step, which can be carried out in advance,
comprises the coating of a first layer of fibers constituting
the reinforcement A with an antisweating coating preferably
composed of acrylic or polyvinyl acetate and a mineral or
organic filler described in the international patent applica-
tion WQO97/244835. The covering formed in this way 1s then
dried and then conducted to the following steps.

The second step consists of coating the bottom face of the
reinforcement A, that 1s to say the face consisting of a first
layer of fibers and which has not been coated with the
antisweating coating, with a bituminous mass 1. Preferably,
this bituminous mass consists of the components described
above. It goes without saying that this bituminous mass can
also be applied to a layer of fibers which 1s not provided with
an antisweating coating.

The third step includes the assembly of the two reinforce-
ments A and B and the coating of the bottom face of the
reinforcement B, formed by a second layer of fibers, fol-
lowed by the coating of the waterproofing membrane thus
formed with a layer of bituminous mass.

The second and third steps provide good impregnation of
the reinforcements A and B.

The reinforcement A 1s composed of a non-woven fabric
with an antisweating coating on the surface; the non-woven
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tabric 1s preferably formed by a glass cloth, which gives
better dimensional stability under temperature.

The reinforcement B 1s composed for example of a
polyester non-woven fabric or a glass-polymer complex well
known for this purpose.

In FIG. 6, the return cylinders 25 and 26 bring the
reinforcement A, covered on its top face with an antisweat-
ing coating, above an impregnation tank 23 containing the
bituminous mass 1 according to the mvention.

The bottom face of the reinforcement A 1s then coated
with the bituminous mass 1 coming from the impregnation
tank 23 by means of the coating cylinders 2 and 3. These
cylinders rotate in the impregnation tank 23 containing the
bituminous mass 1 and are therefore loaded with bituminous
mass and will impregnate the bottom face of the remnforce-
ment A by coating. This method in addition allows a
bituminous mass to fall again under gravity into the impreg-
nation tank. The small cylinders 4, 5, 6, 7 make it possible
to establish uniform contact of the surface of the reinforce-
ment A on the coating cylinders 2 and 3. As these small
cylinders do not come into contact with the bituminous
mass, they cannot soil the antisweating coating.

The scrapers 24 regulate the quantity of bituminous mass
1 brought by the coating cylinder onto the bottom face of the
reinforcement A.

At the same time as the coating of the bottom face of the
reinforcement A with the bituminous mass 1, the reinforce-
ment B 1s, by means of return cylinders 8, 9, 10, 11, 12,
brought as far as the coating cylinder 13 which allows the
coating of the bottom face of the reinforcement B with the
bituminous mass coming from the impregnation tank 21.
This cylinder also applies the reinforcement B against the
bottom face of the reinforcement A previously coated with
bituminous mass 1. The reinforcement B 1s brought on the
coating cylinder 13, which enables the reinforcement B to be
coated with bitumen from below and to be applied against
the reinforcement A. The scraper 24 regulates the quantity of
bituminous mass 1 brought on the bottom face of the
reinforcement B. The reinforcements A and B, assembled
with bituminous mass 1 interposed between the two rein-
forcements, are then brought by return cylinders 14, 15 onto
a coating cylinder 16 which coats the bottom face of the
waterprooling membrane 27 consisting, with the bituminous
mass coming from the impregnation tank 22 situated under
the coating cylinder 16. This bituminous mass can either
have a composition equal to that present 1n the tanks 23, 21
or be of a different composition. A scraper 24 regulates the
quantity of bituminous mass coated on the bottom face of the
waterprooling membrane 27 consisting of the two remnforce-
ments joined together by the bituminous mass. The sealing
membrane 27 thus formed 1s said to have a dual-remnforced
structure.

The coating cylinder 18 once again coats the bottom face
of the waterproofing membrane 27 with a quantity of
bituminous mass coming from the impregnation tank 20, so
as to obtain a chosen thickness of bitumen. The passage of
the membrane through a calibrated calendar 19 makes 1t
possible to obtain the required thickness of membrane.
Where necessary, a self-adhesive composition 1s applied on
the surface of the bituminous mass, that 1s to say on the face
opposite to the one where the antisweating coating 1is
applied. This 1s for example achieved by means of another

cylinder (not shown 1n the drawings) situated downstream of
the calendar 19.

The excess of bitumen, whether at the scrapers 24 or the
calendar 19, 1s recovered 1n the corresponding impregnation
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8

tank, situated under the scrapers and under the calendar, and
can be reused during the process of manufacturing the
waterprooiing membrane.

The main advantage of this coating method carrnied out
from below using cylinders 1s avoiding soiling the top face
ol the waterproofing membrane formed by the antisweating
coating and to obtain an even impregnation of the reinforce-
ments A and B since the reinforcements are impregnated
separately before being joined, as each time, from below.
The cylinders 4, 5, 6, 7 and 17 which are in contact with the
coated side of the reinforcement A remain clean and do not
so1l the antisweating coating placed on the surface of the
waterproofing membrane produced according to this
method.

In one example application, the bituminous mass 1 1s at a
temperature of 180° C. and must have a viscosity of at least
4000 cPs throughout the duration of the coating of the
reinforcements.

Complying with these conditions makes 1t possible to
obtain a waterproofing membrane whose bottom face has a
smooth even surface and an external antisweating surface
which remains clean.

The waterproofing membrane provided with an antisweat-
ing coating 27, manufactured by the method according to the
present invention, can also comprise layers ol bituminous
mass with different compositions, the impregnation tank 23
being able to contain a bituminous mass with a composition
different from that of the impregnation tanks 20, 21, 22. For
example, the impregnation tanks 20 and 22 may contain
self-adhesive masses. It also possible to apply a self-adhe-
sive coating at the end of the process.

FIG. 7 illustrates, to a larger scale, a view 1n section
through a waterproofing membrane 27 according to the
invention. The top face consists of an antisweating coating
28 coated on a first layer of fibers 29 constituting the
reinforcement A on the bottom face of which the bituminous
mass 1 1s coated, then the remnforcement B 1s applied to the
bituminous mass 1 and 1s itself coated with bituminous mass
1. The reinforcement B 1s thus completely impregnated with
the bituminous mass 1.

FIG. 8 illustrates, to a larger scale, a view 1n section
through two widths of waterproofing membrane whose
edges are superimposed. The edges of the widths are super-
imposed and then welded with heat or adhesively bonded.
The composition of the bituminous mass of the mvention
makes 1t possible to produce the joints without fearing any
problems of delamination since the migration of o1l at the
interfaces between the widths 1s limited by virtue of the
olefinic polymers with an 1ntrinsic crystallinity, forming part
of the bituminous mass according to the imvention.

It must also be emphasized that the waterproofing mem-
brane according to the invention has a low thermal conduc-
tivity which may be explained by the low rate of energy
dissipation at the antisweating coating which has a barrier
cllect, which gives rise to better hot weldability of the
widths of the membrane. This low thermal conductivity
gives better control of the production of the joints and
improves the esthetic appearance thereof.

The mvention claimed 1s:

1. A waterproofing membrane comprising a first layer of
fibers having

a) a first face with an antisweating coating thereon,

wherein the first face can form a top face of the
membrane when applied on a roof, and, opposing the
first face,

b) a second face with a bituminous mass thereon, com-

prising
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bitumen, 1n an amount of 15-85% by weight of the total
bituminous mass, and
polymers, comprising 1sotactic polymers, atactic poly-

mers at an amount of 5-85% by weight of the

polymers, and olefinic polymers having intrinsic

crystallinity and forming at least 1% by weight of the

polymers, the olefinic polymers comprising a poly-

cthylene having monomers where the carbon number

1s greater than three,

the atactic polymers having a first fusion zone
extending continuously within a first temperature
range situated between 135 to 163° C. and a
second fusion zone extending continuously within
a second temperature range of 81 to 103° C. and

the olefinic polymers having a fusion zone extending
continuously within a third temperature range of
45 to 110° C.,

for each of said polymers an enthalpy-related change
occurs over the whole range of the respective
fusion zone and reaches a maximum within the
respective temperature range.

2. The waterproofing membrane as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the olefinic polymer further comprises propylene
monomers.

3. The waterproofing membrane as claimed 1n claim 1,
wherein the olefinic monomer 1s an octene.

4. The waterproofing membrane as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the membrane 1s self-adhesive.

5. A method for manufacturing a waterproofing mem-
brane, the method comprising:

applying an antisweating coating on a first face of a first

layer of fibres and;

applying, by a bottom-up coating process on a second face

of the first layer of fibres, the second face being

opposite to the first face, a bituminous mass comprising

a) bitumen, 1 an amount of 15-85% by weight of the
total bituminous mass, and

b) polymers, comprising 1sotactic polymers, atactic
polymers at an amount of 5-85% by weight of the
polymers, and olefinic polymers having intrinsic
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crystallinity and forming at least 1% by weight of the
polymers, the olefinic polymers comprising a poly-
cthylene having monomers where the carbon number
1s greater than three,

the atactic polymers having a first fusion zone
extending continuously within a first temperature
range situated between 135 to 163° C. and a
second fusion zone extending continuously within
a second temperature range of 81 to 103° C. and

the olefinic polymers having a fusion zone extending

continuously within a third temperature range of
45 to 110° C.,

for each of said polymers an enthalpy-related change
occurs over the whole range of the respective
fusion zone and reaches a maximum within the
respective temperature range.

6. The method as claimed 1n claim 5, further comprising
applying a second layer of fibers to the bituminous mass and
applying a further bituminous mass to the second layer of

fibers.

7. The method as claimed 1n claim 6, further comprising,
applying a still further bituminous mass to the further
bituminous mass, the further bituminous mass having a
different composition than the still further bituminous mass.

8. The method as claimed 1n claim 5, wherein the first
layer of fibers 1s a sheet of glass fibers.

9. The method as claimed 1n claim 8, further comprising
applying a second layer of fibers to the bituminous mass and
applying a further bituminous mass to the second layer of

fibers.

10. The method as claimed 1n claim 9, further comprising
applying a still further bituminous mass to the further
bituminous mass, the further bituminous mass having a
different composition than the still further bituminous mass.

11. The method as claimed in claim 5, further comprising
applying a self-adhesive composition to the surface of the
bituminous mass.
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