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SPRING ASSEMBLY WITH CANTILEVERED
SPRING RODS

RELATED APPLICATIONS

The present application 1s a continuation-in-part of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 10/741,614 filed Dec. 19, 2003,

now U.S. Pat. No. 6,3889,547.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The claimed mvention relates generally to spring assem-
blies and more particularly to a spring assembly which
utilizes at least two cantilevered spring rods to resist move-
ment of a linkage member, such as in the environment of a
liquid level indicator used to provide an indication of the
amount of liquid present 1n a vessel.

BACKGROUND

It 1s common to collect liquids 1n storage vessels. Such
liquids can include o1l and other hydrocarbon based flwds,
water (Ifresh or brine), hazardous chemicals, and the like.
Vessels can be buried underground such as underground fuel
storage tanks used 1n automotive service stations, or located
above ground such as storage tanks used 1n association with
drilling and refining operations 1n the o1l and gas industry.
Vessels can be pressurized or vented to the surrounding
atmosphere depending upon the volatility and hazards (if
any) associated with the collected liquid.

It 1s often advantageous to monitor the level of liquid
present 1 a vessel. This prevents overfilling as well as
indicates when the vessel 1s approaching an empty condi-
tion, allowing additional liquid to be added to the vessel to
prevent an interruption in the ability to draw liquid there-
from.

A variety of liquid level indicators have been proposed 1n
the art. An externally mounted liquid level indicator 1s
disclosed 1n U.S. Pat. No. 3,358,098 i1ssued to Hill. This
reference mounts the indicator near the bottom of and
through an outer wall of a storage tank to receive hydrostatic
pressure from a column of liquid housed within the tank.
This pressure 1s transmitted through a sealing diaphragm to
a piston which, 1n turn, operates a pivotal pointer to provide
a relative indication of the height of the column of liqud.

A submerged liquid level indicator 1s exemplified by U.S.
Pat. No. 4,373,388 1ssued to Kitamura et al. This reference
provides a housing with a transversely arranged diaphragm
which divides the housing into opposing chambers. The
housing 1s submerged at the bottom of the vessel so that a
portion of the liquid enters the lower chamber, while the
upper chamber 1s vented to the external atmosphere. A
pressure transducer measures the resulting detlection of the
diaphragm to indicate the level of liqud 1n the vessel.

While these and other prior art approaches may have been
found operable, there nevertheless remains a need for con-
tinued 1mprovements 1n the manner in which the level of
liquid 1n a storage vessel can be measured, and it 1s to these
and other improvements that the present invention 1s gen-
erally directed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

As embodied herein and as claimed below, the present
invention 1s generally directed to an improved spring assem-
bly for resisting movement of a linkage member, such as in

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

a liquid level indicator used to provide an indication of the
amount of liguid present 1n a vessel.

In accordance with preferred embodiments, the spring
assembly generally comprises a base block configured to be
rigidly fixed to a frame. A pair of nominally 1dentical spring
rods 1s cantilevered from the base block 1n a first direction.
Each rod has a length, a proximal end rigidly fixed to the
base and a free distal end. The distal ends are configured to
engage a linkage member to resist movement of the linkage
member by axial detlection of said rods away from the first
direction.

Preferably, a cross-member 1s connected between the
spring rods adjacent the respective distal ends to form a
substantially h-shaped configuration. A third spring rod 1s
further preferably provided in some embodiments which
extend from the base block 1n the first direction between the
pair of rods. The spring rods are each preferably character-
1zed as substantially cylindrical in shape and formed from
steel or other suitable spring matenal.

A Tulcrum 1s additionally preferably provided to rigidly
couple an intermediary portion of the spring assembly to the
frame at a point between the base block and the respective
distal ends, the fulcrum operating to increase the extent to
which the distal ends resist said movement of the linkage
member. The spring assembly i1s preferably incorporated
into a liquid level indicator to resist an mmput force from a
column of liquid to provide an 1indication of a height of said
column.

The spring assembly 1s easily manufacturable and can
readily be configured for a number of diflerent applications
and spring force ranges by varying the length, diameter and
number of spring rods utilized. Further adjustability 1s
supplied through use of the aforedescribed fulcrum. The
spring assembly provides significantly improved linear
resistive force response as compared to conventional, solid
rectilinear bar springs.

These and various other features and advantages which
characterize the claimed invention will become apparent
upon reading the following detailed description and upon
reviewing the associated drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a schematic depiction of a liquid storage system
constructed in accordance with preferred embodiments of
the present invention, with the system of FIG. 1 being vented
to the surrounding atmosphere.

FIG. 2 provides an elevational view of a liqud level
indicator from the system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 1s an elevational, cross-sectional view of a liquid
level input assembly from FIG. 2 in accordance with a
preferred embodiment.

FIG. 4 shows relevant portions of FIG. 3 in greater detail.

FIG. 5 shows an alternative liquid storage system, with
the system of FIG. 5 comprising a pressurized system that 1s
closed to the surrounding atmosphere.

FIG. 6 shows an elevational, cross-sectional view of a
liquid level mput assembly from FIG. 5 1n accordance with
a preferred embodiment.

FIG. 7 1s an elevational, cross-sectional view of a housing,
of a leak indicating member preferably used 1n conjunction
with the liqud level input assemblies of FIGS. 3 and 6.

FIG. 8 1s an elevational, cross-sectional view of the leak
indicating member including the housing of FIG. 7 as well
as a translucent acrylic tube supported therein.

FIG. 9 provides an end view of the leak indicating
member as viewed along line 9—9 1 FIG. 8.
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FIG. 10 1s a functional block diagram of another embodi-
ment of the leak imndicating member which incorporates the
use of an electronic sensor.

FIG. 11 provides another preferred embodiment for the
liquid level indicator of FIG. 2, with the embodiment of FIG.
11 utilizing an 1mproved spring assembly.

FI1G. 12 provides an elevational view of the spring assem-
bly of FIG. 11.

FIG. 13 depicts the manner 1n which the spring assembly
of FIG. 12 interacts with the linkage member of FIG. 11.

FI1G. 14 1llustrates a preferred methodology for attaching
the spring rods to the base block of the spring assembly
through the use of welding.

FIGS. 15 and 16 1llustrate an alternative preferred attach-
ment methodology wherein the spring rods are pressed into
apertures 1n the base block.

FI1G. 17 provides an alternative embodiment to that shown
in FIG. 12 1n which the cross-member of FIG. 12 1s omitted.

FIG. 18 provides another alternative embodiment for the
spring assembly which incorporates a third spring member.

FI1G. 19 provides another alternative embodiment for the
spring assembly wherein the spring rods depend from an
intermediate support which in turn 1s coupled to the base
block via a single rod member.

FI1G. 20 1s a schematic depiction of the spring assembly to
generally 1llustrate axial deflection of the spring rods in
conjunction with the use of the fulcrum from FIG. 11.

FIG. 21 provides an elevational view of the fulcrum from
FIG. 11.

FI1G. 22 provides a top plan view of the fulcrum of FIG.
21.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 depicts a liquid storage system 100 constructed in
accordance with preferred embodiments of the present
invention. A vessel 102 (storage tank) stores a column of
liquad 104.

For purposes of providing a concrete example, the liquid
1s contemplated as comprising brine water and the storage
tank 102 1s an above-ground tank that 1s vented to the
atmosphere, although such characterizations of FIG. 1 are
not limiting. It 1s further contemplated that the amount of
liquid 104 within the storage tank 102 varies over time due
to the introduction of additional liquid into the tank and the
drawing of liquid from the tank, as required.

A liquid level indicator 106 provides an indication of the
level of liqud within the storage tank 102. The liquid level
indicator 106 1s coupled to an outer wall 108 of the storage
tank 102 near ground level to receive hydrostatic pressure
from the column of liqud 104 via an opening (not shown)
in the side wall 108.

The indicator 106 generally includes a valve 110, a liquid
level input assembly 112 and a liquid level measurement
assembly 114. The valve 110 1s normally open to allow the
liquid level to be continuously monitored, and 1s closed from
time to time to facilitate servicing or maintenance operations
upon the mput and measurement assemblies 112, 114.

FIG. 2 provides an elevational view of the mput and
measurement assemblies 112, 114 of FIG. 1 1n accordance
with a preferred embodiment. For reference, a front cover
plate of the measurement assembly 114 has been removed in
FIG. 2 to reveal selected components of interest.

The measurement assembly 114 has a construction that 1s
generally similar to that disclosed 1n the aforementioned
U.S. Pat. No. 3,358,098 Hill reference, except as noted

below. Since any number of different measurement assem-
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4

blies are known and can be utilized 1in addition to that
represented 1n FIG. 2, a brief overview of the measurement
assembly 114 will be suflicient for purposes of the present
discussion.

Generally, the measurement assembly 114 provides a
relative indication of the height of the column of liquid 104
using a poiwnter 116 which sweeps across a graduated dial
(removed from FIG. 2 for clarity but depicted at 118 in FIG.
1). The dial preferably reads from zero (0) to ten (10),
representative of a normalized range from 0% (empty) to
100% (full). The pointer 116 pivots about a pivot shait 120.
A zeroing spring 122 nominally biases the pointer 116 to the
0% (empty) position.

While preferred internal configurations of the liquid level
input assembly 112 will be discussed below, at this point 1t
will be noted that the column of liquid 104 from the storage
tank 102 provides an mput force (denoted by vector 124)
that translates ito lateral movement of a yoke 126 toward
the measurement assembly 114. The yoke 126 supports a
roller 128 that bears against a vertically aligned leaf spring
130 (bar spring), which opposes said lateral movement.

The strength of the leaf spring 130 generally establishes
the overall range of the normalized readout provided by the
pointer 116 and dial 118. An adjustable fulcrum for the leaf
spring 130 1s shown at 132. As the distal end of the leaf
spring 130 detlects, a linkage 134 advances the pointer 116
to the right, thereby sweeping the pointer past the dial 118
(FIG. 1). Adjustment mechanisms 136 and 138 set the zero
and maximum ranges of movement for the pointer 116.

One improvement incorporated into the measurement
assembly 114 over that shown in the Hill reference 1s a
umversal joint 140 (ball and socket) between the linkage 132
and the distal end of the leaf spring 130. This translates the
lateral movement of the yoke 126 to the elliptical movement
of the linkage 132 as 1t drives the pointer 116 about the pivot
shaft 120, thereby providing the pomnter 116 with more
uniform and accurate movement with respect to the gradu-
ations on the dial 118.

FIG. 3 illustrates the liquid level mput assembly 112 of
FIG. 2 1n accordance with a first preferred embodiment. The
input assembly 112 includes a housing 144 with central
orifice 146 and threaded inlet port 148. A port 150 commu-
nicates with the orifice 146 and 1s engaged by a threaded
drain plug 152. The drain plug 152 1s removed after the shut
ofl valve 110 (FIG. 1) 1s closed to drain fluid downstream
from the valve during servicing or maintenance operations.
Draining the downstream fluid also allows a zero level
reference to be established during field calibration.

An end cap 154 mates with the housing 144 to capture the
circumierential edge of a flexible first sealing member 156.
The first sealing member 156 i1s preferably characterized as
a diaphragm comprising a substantially planar layer of
rubber or similar suitable material which spans the orifice
146. However, other configurations for the first sealing
member can readily be employed as desired including a
sealing ring, a flexible disk, etc.

The 1input assembly 112 further employs a flexible second
sealing member 158 which also spans the orifice 146. The
second sealing member 158 1s likewise preferably charac-
terized as a diaphragm and i1s nominally identical to the
diaphragm 156, although the second sealing member can
also take different configurations as desired.

The second sealing member 158 1s secured along its
circumierential edge by compression of the input assembly
112 against the measurement assembly 114 via a plurality of
fasteners (not shown) which are inserted 1nto a correspond-
ing number of suitably sized, commonly aligned apertures
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through the housing 144 and end cap 154 (one such aperture
1s denoted at 160). The second sealing member 158 1is
separated from the first sealing member 156 by a selected
lateral distance to form an enclosed chamber 162 therebe-
tween.

A plunger assembly 1s generally denoted at 164. The
plunger assembly 164 comprises a first plunger 166 having,
a disc-shaped piston member 168 which contactingly abuts
the first sealing member 156 on a side opposite the inlet port
148. The plunger assembly 164 further comprises a second
plunger 170 which similarly includes a disc-shaped piston
member 172 that contactingly abuts the second sealing
member 158 on a side opposite the inlet port 148. Portions
of the first sealing member 156 and the piston member 168
are shown in greater detail in FIG. 4.

The first and second plungers 166, 170 are rigidly coupled
together using an internal threaded fastener 174 (set screw),
which passes through a central aperture (not designated) in
the second sealing member 158. It will be noted that the first
plunger 1s disposed within the enclosed chamber 162, and
the second plunger 170 terminates in the aforedescribed
yoke 126 of FIG. 2. FIG. 3 further shows the end cap 154
to incorporate a threaded port 176 which communicates with
the enclosed chamber 162. The port 176 accommodates the
use of a leak indicating member as discussed below.

At this point 1t will now be observed that, with reference
to FIGS. 1-3, the hydrostatic pressure of the column of
liquid 104 from the storage vessel 102 will impinge upon the
first sealing member 156 to provide an mput force (vector
124) that results in lateral movement of the plunger assem-
bly 164 1n relation to the height of the column of liquid. This
lateral movement translates 1nto the pivotal movement of the

pointer 116 as hereinabove described to provide an indica-
tion of the level of liquid 104 in the tank 102.

FIG. 5 provides another liquid storage system 180 gen-
erally similar to the system 100 of FIG. 1. The system 180
utilizes an above-ground, pressurized storage vessel 182
(storage tank) that i1s closed to the surrounding atmosphere
to store a column of fluid 184. For reference, the liquid 184
1s contemplated as comprising a hydrocarbon based fluid
although such 1s not limiting.

A liquid level indicator 186 operates to provide an 1ndi-
cation of the level of liquid within the vessel 182. The liquid
level indicator 186 includes the shut off valve 110 and
measurement assembly 114 of FIG. 1, as well as a liquid

level input assembly 188 the details of which are shown 1n
FIG. 6.

The input assembly 188 comprises a housing 190 with a
central orifice 192, an inlet port 194, a drain port 196 and a
drain plug 198. An end cap 200 engages the housing 190 and
compressively secures a circumierential edge of a tlexible
first sealing member 202. The sealing member 202 1n FIG.

6 1s preferably 1dentical to the diaphragm sealing member
156 in FIG. 3.

A plunger assembly 204 includes a piston member 206
which contactingly abuts the first sealing member 202
opposite the inlet port 194. An elongated shait 208 extends
from the piston member 206, through the end cap 200 and
terminates with the aforementioned yoke 126. The shait 208
turther extends through a flexible second sealing member
210, preferably characterized as a sealing ring. The sealing
ring 210 1s shown to have a conventional elastomeric o-ring,
construction, but other configurations including a rectangu-
lar cross-sectional shape can be readily employed. As with
the embodiment of FIG. 3, the input assembly 188 1n FIG.
6 has the first and second sealing members 202, 210 sepa-
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rated by a selected distance to define an enclosed chamber
212 therebetween. A sensor port 214 communicates with the
chamber 212 as before.

With reference again to FIG. 5, it will be noted that
because the storage tank 182 i1s closed to the surrounding
atmosphere, a vapor space 216 will form 1n the tank above
the liquid 184. This vapor space 216 will nominally achieve
an equilibrium pressure 1n relation to a number of factors
including the type and volume of liquid 184, the ambient
temperature, etc.

The hydrostatic pressure upon the first sealing member
202 1n FIG. 6 will generally arise from a combination of the
weight of the column of liquid 184 and the pressure of the
vapor space 216. The pressure component provided by the
weight of the column will typically be substantially greater
than the pressure component provided by the vapor space
216, but the vapor space pressure can nevertheless imntroduce
significant error in the determined liquid level.

To compensate for the vapor space pressure, the input
assembly 188 in FIG. 6 1s further provided with a second
port 218 in communication with the enclosed chamber 212.
The second port 218 allows a conduit 220 to connect the
enclosed chamber 212 with the vapor space 216.

In this way, the enclosed chamber 212 i1s nominally
maintained at the same pressure as the vapor space 216. The
net input force upon the first sealing member and the plunger
assembly 204 1s thus nominally provided 1n relation to the
height of the column of liquid 184, allowing an accurate
determination of said height 1n relation to the lateral move-
ment of the yoke 126.

While effectively compensating for widely varying vapor
space pressures, those skilled 1n the art upon a review of
FIG. 6 will recognize that a small amount of error will
nevertheless tend to remain in the measurement determina-
tion as a result of the vapor space pressure. This 1s because
the plunger assembly 204 i1s not completely balanced; the
attachment of the shait 208 to the piston member 206 results
in the surface area of the piston member 206 on the side
facing the enclosed chamber 212 being slightly less than the
surface area of the piston member 206 on the side facing the
first sealing member 202.

This means that the force upon the piston member 206 1n
a direction toward the inlet 194 as a result the pressure of the
vapor space 216 will be almost, but not quite, equal to the
input force component upon the piston member 206 1n the
opposite direction caused by the vapor space pressure.
Nevertheless, this error can be maintained at an acceptably
low level provided the cross-sectional area of the shaft 208
1s configured to be substantially smaller than the cross-
sectional area of the piston member 206.

Reference 1s now made to FIGS. 7-9 which provide
various details with respect to the aforementioned leak
indicating member, herein denoted numerically at 220. The
leak indicating member 220 preferably includes a housing
222 as shown m FIG. 7. The housing 222 1s substantially
“bottle” shaped and i1ncludes a threaded end 224 with inlet
orifice 226 to engage the ports 174, 214 1n FIGS. 3 and 6,
respectively. For reference, FIG. 2 shows an elevational
view ol the leak indicating member 220 upon installation
into the mput assembly 112.

The housing 222 is preferably hexagonal in cross sec-
tional shape so as to have a number of angularly arrayed face
surfaces 228 (best viewed i FIG. 9) which surround a
central orifice 230 of the housing. The central orifice 230 lies
in communication with the inlet orifice 226.

Rectangular apertures 232 are formed through each of the
respective face surfaces 228. This allows ready visual access
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to a transparent tube 234 mserted into the central orifice 230
as shown 1n FIG. 8. The tube 234 preferably comprises an
acrylic tube with embedded, circumierentially extending
sealing ring seals 236 at each end. An end cap 238 and snap
retaining ring 240 retain the tube 234 1n place.

The housing 222, tube 234 and end cap 238 cooperate to
form a liquid tight receptacle configured to collect any liquid
that enters the enclosed chambers 162, 212 of FIGS. 3, 6. In
this way, a leak through the first sealing members 156, 202
caused by a puncture, tear, defect, fatigue, etc. can be readily
identified by observing the presence of liquid through the
transparent windows formed by the apertures 232 and tube
234.

A suitable colored dye (such as represented by pellet 242)
can further be placed within the receptacle. In this way, a
substantially clear liquid can be provided with a more easily
discernable color (e.g., red, blue) to indicate the presence of
a leak.

At the same time, such leak will generally not impact the
ability of the measurement assembly 114 to continue to
operate to detect the level of the liqmd within the storage
tank 102, 182. This 1s because the second sealing member
(158 in FIG. 3 and 210 1n FIG. 6) will nominally operate to
prevent passage of the liquud 104, 184 1nto the housing of the
measurement assembly 114 or otherwise out into the sur-
rounding environment. Thus, failed sealing members can be
readily 1dentified and maintenance operations can be sched-
uled to replace such before a catastrophic leak occurs.

The leak indicating member 220 of FIGS. 7-9 generally
relies upon visual mspection by a human observer to detect
the presence of a leak through the first sealing member. FIG.
10 provides an alternative embodiment for a leak indicating
member comprising an electrical sensor 250. The sensor 250
1s contemplated as being disposed within the enclosed
chamber 162 of FIG. 3 (i.e., between the first and second
sealing members 156, 138).

The sensor 250 can take any number of forms, such as a
low voltage continuity device with a pair of spaced apart
terminals which outputs a signal as a result of a change in
impedance (resistance, capacitance, etc) caused by the pres-
ence of leaked fluid between the terminals. The sensor 250
communicates over a communication channel 252 (which
can be a hardwired cable connection, a wireless transmission
network, etc.) to a control unit 254 at a remote location.

The control unit 254 can comprise a personal computer
(PC) or similar equipment with suitable programming to
alert a user of the presence of the detected fluid. As desired,
the same communication channel can further be used to
communicate liquid level measurements from the measure-
ment assembly 114 as well as any other relevant data to the
user.

It will now be recognized that the mput assembly 112
provides certain notable advantages over the prior art. The
use of first and second sealing members (such as 156, 158
in FIG. 3 and 202, 210 1n FIG. 6) advantageously prevents
catastrophic failures due to leaks that may arise from time to
time through such sealing members.

At the same time, the use of the leak indicating member
(such as 220, 250) allows the ready identification of the
failure of the first sealing member, enabling maintenance
personnel to schedule appropriate servicing operations at
times when the liquid level indicator can be conveniently
taken off line.

The liqud level indicator can also accommodate a wide
variety of different types of storage systems, including above
ground and underground tanks as well as both pressurized
and vented tanks. The input assembly can be externally
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mounted to the outside wall of a storage vessel as exempli-
fied herein, and can also be readily adapted for use 1n a
submerged system (1.e., within the tank at the bottom of the
fluid). Indeed, the high reliability and accuracy aflorded by
the embodiments disclosed herein readily facilitate use in
any number of different environments and systems, depend-
ing upon the requirements of a given application.

FIG. 11 provides an elevational depiction of the liquid
level indicator 114 in accordance with another preferred
embodiment. The liquid level indicator 114 as shown 1n FIG.
11 1s generally similar to that previously depicted 1n FIG. 2
except as noted below. Accordingly, like reference numerals
will be used for similar components 1n both drawings.

The indicator as set forth 1n FIG. 11 utilizes an improved
spring assembly 260, which has been substituted for the leat
spring (rectilinear bar spring) 130. The spring assembly 260
engages a linkage member 262 so that, as before, the mput
force supplied by the height of the column of liquid 1is
translated through the input assembly 112 to impart move-
ment to the linkage member 262. Such movement 1s resisted
by the spring assembly 260, and translates into deflection of
the pointer 116 to provide a human readable indication of the
height of the column.

It has been found that the spring assembly 260 provides
a more linear resistive force response over a greater range as
compared to the leaf spring 130, resulting 1n higher accuracy
measurements by the indicator 114. A moveable fulcrum 263
adapted for the spring assembly 260 1s shown 1n place of the
fulcrum 132 of FIG. 2, and will be discussed 1n greater detail
below.

A plan view of the spring assembly 260 1s provided 1n
FIG. 12. The spring assembly 260 preferably comprises a
base block 264 which, as shown 1n FIG. 11, 1s rigidly aflixed

to a housing (frame) 266 of the indicator 114 via fastener
268.

A pair of nominally identical spring rods 270 1s cantile-
vered from the base block 264 1n a first direction (denoted
by arrow 272). The spring rods 270 are preferably cylindri-
cal 1n shape and formed from steel or other suitable spring
material. A proximal end 274 of each rod 270 1s aflixed to the
base block 264 and a distal end 276 of each rod 270 1s free
(1.e., solely supported by the base block 264). An optional
cross-member 278 adjoins the respective rods 270 as shown
to provide a substantially h-shaped configuration.

The distal ends 276 engage the linkage member 262 as
depicted in FI1G. 13. Preferably, the rods 270 straddle a body
portion 280 of the linkage member 262 and are captured by
pins 282 that pass through or otherwise extend from the
body portion 280.

In this way, lateral movement of the body portion 280
causes the distal ends 276 to engage the pins 282 and resist
movement of the linkage member 262 by axial deflection of
the rods away from the first direction 272. It will be
recognized that other linkage configurations besides that
shown 1n FIGS. 11, 13 can readily be used as desired.

Preferably, the spring rods 270 are afhixed to the base
block 264 via welding, as shown by weld joints 284 1n FIG.
14. Alternatively, the spring rods 270 can be press-fit into
corresponding apertures 286 through the base block 264, as
depicted in FIGS. 15 and 16. A fastener aperture 288 extends
through the base block 260 to accommodate the aforemen-
tioned fastener 268.

FIG. 17 provides an alternative embodiment for the spring
assembly 260 1n which relatively larger diameter rods 270
are utilized. It will be recognized that diflerent spring rate
ranges can readily be obtained by varying the length, diam-
cter and spring material composition of the rods 270. It 1s
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contemplated that the cross-member (278 1n FIG. 12) can be
omitted as desired, particularly when larger diameter rods
are used.

FIG. 18 provides another alternative embodiment for the
spring assembly 260 that 1s similar to that shown 1n FIG. 12
except that a third spring rod 290 has been added to extend
from the base block 264 to the cross-member 278. This
increases the overall spring force while maintaining clear-
ance for the linkage assembly 262.

FIG. 19 provides another alternative embodiment in
which the spring rods 270 are supported by an intermediate
support 292, which 1n turn 1s athixed to the base block 264
via a rod member 294 to provide a substantially y-shaped
(tuning fork) configuration. As before, clearance 1s provided
between the rods 270 for the linkage member 262. The
embodiment of FIG. 19 1s particularly suitable for relatively
lower spring force range applications. An optional cross-
member (shown in broken line at 298) can further be
provided as desired.

FIG. 20 provides a schematic representation of the spring
assembly 260 as utilized 1n the indicator 114 of FIG. 11. The
rigid support supplied to the spring rods 270 by the base
block 264 and the fulcrum 263 results 1n the portions of the
rods 270 therebetween to be maintained along the first
direction 272. The linkage member 262 thus detlects the
remaining portions of the rods 270 beyond the fulcrum 263
away from the axial direction 272.

Adjustment of the distance between the fulcrum 263 and
the base block 264 results 1n a lengthening or shortening of
the eflective length of the spring rods, and thus permits the
range of force response of the spring assembly 260 to be set
at a desired range.

It will be noted that the engagement of the spring rods 270
on opposing sides of the central axis of the assembly 260
(1.e., along arrow 272 in FIG. 12) will tend to reduce
undesired torsional (rotational) or skewed deflection of the
spring assembly and better ensures linear movement of the
linkage member in an orthogonal direction to the spring
assembly 260.

FIGS. 21 and 22 show a preferred construction for the
fulcrum 263 1n greater detail. The fulcrum 263 includes a
base plate 300 which supports cantilevered, opposing top
and bottom flanges 302 (best viewed in FIG. 21) and
cantilevered, opposing side tlanges 304 (best viewed 1n FIG.
22). The top and bottom flanges 302 each include a threaded
aperture 306 to engage an clongated, threaded bolt 308.

Rotational adjustment of the bolt 308 causes the fulcrum
263 to move along the length of the bolt 308, thus adjusting
the distance of the fulcrum 263 to the base block 264 as
discussed above. A support assembly 310 (shown 1n FIG. 11)
slides along a surface (not numerically designated) of the
housing 266 as the elevation of the fulcrum 263 1s adjusted
to support and maintain the desired rotational orientation of
the fulcrum 263 with respect to the spring assembly 260.

A transverse pivot pin 312 1s supported by the side flanges
304 1n close proximity to the spring rods 270. The pivot pin
312 serves as a pivot point for the spring rods 270; as the
linkage member 262 1s moved to the right in FIG. 11, the
spring rods 270 are moved over into contacting abutment
with the pin 312, which fixes the rods 270 above the pin and
allows deflection of the rods below the pin 312 starting at
this pivot point.

A smaller diameter retention pin 314 provides additional
support to the side flanges 304. While in the illustrated
embodiments the spring rods 270 will not normally contact
and bear against the retention pin 314 as with the pivot pin
312, 1n alternative embodiments the retention pin 314 can be
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configured as the pivot pin 312 so that pivot points are
provided by the fulcrum 263 in opposing directions.

While the liquid level indicator 114 has been disclosed as
the preferred environment for the spring assembly 260, 1t
will be readily apparent that such 1s not necessarily limiting.
Rather, the spring assembly 260 (as disclosed herein and as
claimed below) can be utilized 1n any number of applica-
tions where linear detlection, as opposed to torsional deflec-
tion, 1s desired.

It will now be recognized that the present invention 1s
generally directed to a spring assembly (such as 260) and an
apparatus incorporating the same such as, but not limited to,
a liquid level indicator (such as 114). In accordance with
preferred embodiments, the spring assembly includes a base
block (such as 264) configured to be rigidly fixed to a frame
(such as 266).

A pair of nominally 1dentical spring rods (such as 270) 1s
cantilevered from the base block 1n a first direction (such as
272). Each rod has a length, a proximal end (such as 274)
rigidly fixed to the base and a free distal end (such as 276),
said distal ends configured to engage a linkage member
(such as 262) to resist movement of the linkage member by
axial deflection of said rods away from the first direction.

Preferably, the spring assembly further comprises a cross-
member (such as 278, 298) connected between the respec-
tive spring rods adjacent the respective distal ends. In some
embodiments, the spring rods are characterized as first and
second spring rods, and wherein the spring assembly turther
comprises a third elongated spring rod (such as 290) extend-
ing from the base 1n the first direction and disposed between
the first and second spring rods. In other embodiments, the
respective proximal ends of the spring rods extend from an
intermediate support (such as 292), and wherein the spring
assembly further comprises a rod (such as 294) with a
proximal end aflixed to the base and a distal end aflixed to
the intermediate support.

Preferably, a fulcrum (such as 132) rnigidly couples an
intermediary portion of the spring assembly to the frame at
a point between the base block and the respective distal
ends, the Tulcrum operating to adjust the extent to which the
distal ends resist said movement of the linkage member. An
aperture (such as 288) preferably extends through the base
block 1n a direction normal to the first direction to accom-
modate a fastener (such as 268) to nigidly athx the base
block to the frame.

The disclosed spring assembly 260 of FIGS. 11-20 oper-
ates to resist movement of the linkage member 262 relative
to the frame 266. Accordingly, for purposes of the appended
claims, the recited first means will be understood to corre-
spond to the disclosed spring assembly 260 as embodied 1n
FIGS. 11-20. The disclosed leal spring (rectilinear bar
spring) 130 1s expressly disclaimed as not being encom-
passed by this claim element and 1s expressly excluded as an
equivalent. Moreover, structures that do not provide separate
spring rods on opposing sides of a central axis of the
assembly, structures that are held 1n tension along the length
of the spring rods, and structures that provide support to the
distal ends of the spring rods apart from the base block are
not encompassed by this claim element and are expressly
excluded as being an equivalent.

The disclosed fulcrum 263 of FIGS. 11, 20-22 1s operable
on the spring assembly 260 to adjust the resisting movement
provided by the spring assembly 260. Accordingly, the
recited second means will be understood to correspond to
the disclosed fulcrum 263.

It 1s to be understood that even though numerous char-
acteristics and advantages of various embodiments of the
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present invention have been set forth in the foregoing
description, together with details of the structure and func-
tion of various embodiments of the invention, this detailed
description 1s 1llustrative only, and changes may be made 1n

detail, especially 1n matters of structure and arrangements of 5

parts within the principles of the present invention to the full
extent imndicated by the broad general meanming of the terms
in which the appended claims are expressed.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A spring assembly, comprising:

a base block configured to be rigidly fixed to a frame; and

a pair of nominally identical spring rods cantilevered from

the base block 1n a first direction, each rod having a
length, a proximal end rnigidly fixed to the base and a
free distal end, said distal ends configured to engage a
linkage member to resist movement of the linkage

member by axial deflection of said rods away from the
first direction.

2. The spring assembly of claim 1, further comprising a
cross-member connected between the respective spring rods
adjacent the respective distal ends.

3. The spring assembly of claim 1, wherein the spring rods
are characterized as first and second spring rods, and
wherein the spring assembly further comprises a third elon-
gated spring rod extending from the base 1n the first direction
and disposed between the first and second spring rods.

4. The spring assembly of claim 1, wherein the respective
proximal ends of the spring rods extend from an interme-
diate support, and wherein the spring assembly further
comprises a rod with a proximal end athxed to the base and
a distal end aflixed to the mtermediate support.

5. The spring assembly of claim 1, wherein the spring rods
are each characterized as substantially cylindrical 1n shape.

6. The spring assembly of claim 1, wherein the spring rods
are pressed 1nto respective apertures in the base block.

7. The spring assembly of claim 1, wherein the spring rods
are welded to the base block.

8. The spring assembly of claim 1, in combination with a
tulcrum which rigidly couples an intermediary portion of the
spring assembly to the frame at a point between the base
block and the respective distal ends, the fulcrum operating
to adjust the extent to which the distal ends resist said
movement of the linkage member.

9. The spring assembly of claim 1, wherein the base block
turther comprises an aperture which extends through said
block 1n a direction normal to the first direction to accom-
modate a fastener to rigidly aflix the base block to the frame.
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10. The spring assembly of claim 1 incorporated into a
liquid level indicator wherein the spring assembly resists an
input force from a column of liquid to provide an 1ndication
ol a height of said column.

11. An apparatus comprising:

a frame; and

a spring assembly comprising a base block rigidly fixed to

the frame and a pair of nominally 1dentical spring rods
cantilevered from the base block 1n a first direction,
cach rod having a length, a proximal end rigidly fixed
to the base and a free distal end, said distal ends
configured to engage a linkage member to resist move-
ment of the linkage member by axial deflection of said
distal ends away from the first direction while the base
block retains the proximal ends 1n axial alignment
along the first direction.

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the spring assem-
bly further comprises a cross-member connected between
the respective spring rods adjacent the respective distal ends.

13. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the spring rods are
characterized as first and second spring rods, and wherein
the spring assembly further comprises a third elongated
spring rod extending from the base 1n the first direction and
disposed between the first and second spring rods.

14. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the spring rods are
cach characterized as substantially cylindrical 1n shape.

15. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the spring rods are
pressed 1nto respective apertures in the base block.

16. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the spring rods are
welded to the base block.

17. The apparatus of claim 11, further comprising a
tulcrum which rigidly couples an intermediary portion of the
spring assembly to the frame at a point between the base
block and the respective distal ends, the fulcrum operating
to adjust the extent to which the distal ends resist said
movement of the linkage member.

18. The apparatus of claim 17, wherein the fulcrum 1s
adjustable so as to be placed at different distances from the
base block to correspondingly adjust the extent to which the
distal ends resist said movement of the linkage member.

19. The apparatus of claim 11 characterized as a liquid
level indicator wherein the spring assembly resists an mput
force from a column of liquid to provide an indication of a
height of said column.
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