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POLYTHIAETHER COMPOUNDS AND
THEIR USE AS CORROSION INHIBITORS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to polythiacther compounds
and to methods of mhibiting corrosion of metals 1n contact
with aqueous alkanolamine solutions 1 acid gas removal
amine units using polythiacther compounds.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The conditioning of naturally occurring liquid and gas
streams by absorbing acid gases such as CO, and H,S 1 an
absorbent solution 1s a well known commercial practice.
Acid gas removal 1s commonly practiced in the o1l refining,
natural gas recovery, ammonia plant and wood pulp mdus-
friecs. For example, when crude o1l and natural gas are
removed from a formation they frequently contain CO, or
H,S (acid gases). Acid gases are removed from the hydro-
carbon 1n an acid gas removal amine system (amine unit).
Amine units are typically constructed of carbon steel and
operate at temperatures of from about 110° to about 300° F.,
at pressures of from about 10 to about 500 psig and with less
than about 10 ppm of oxygen present as an undesirable
contaminant 1 the aqueous alkanolamine solution. An

amine unit utilizes an alkanolamine such as monoethanola-
mine (MEA), diethanolamine (DEA), methyldiethanola-

mine (MDEA), diisopropylamine (DIPA), and diglycola-
mine (DGA) in an aqueous solution. The hydrocarbon
containing acid gases are contacted with the aqueous amine
solution 1n a tray or packed absorber where the amine reacts
with the acid gases, thereby removing them from the hydro-
carbon and forming an aqueous amine solution containing
the absorbed acid gases (rich stream). The amine-acid gas
reaction 1s later reversed in a plate or packed stripper
resulting 1n an acid gas stream and a reusable amine solution
(lean stream).

Amine units present a variety of corrosion control prob-
lems. Unreacted carbon dioxide dissolved in the aqueous
alkanolamine solution forms acid species which are corro-
sive to metals. Oxygen can enter an amine unit through
storage tanks, sumps, surge vessels, and the like and attack
metals, causing corrosion. Oxygen also can oxidize the
alkanolamine. Oxidation and degradation products of
alkanolamines can cause metal corrosion. Efforts to control
corrosion 1n amine units usually focus on the use of
metallurgy, minimization of acid gas flashing, filtration,
stress relieving, process controls and corrosion inhibitors
such as metal passivating agents. However, environmental
and safety concerns have limited the practicality of using
some materials such as nickel, cobalt, calctum, copper,
chromium, zinc, tin, aluminum, magnesium and cyano com-
pounds and the like as corrosion inhibiting agents. Since
corrosion, 1if left untreated, can cause shutdown of an amine
unit, corrosion control 1s a very important consideration. In
addition, most corrosion control efforts have focused on
treating the rich stream of the amine unit. However, the lean
sections of amine units also experience corrosion.

Therefore, a need exists for compositions which when
added to an aqueous alkanolamine solution 1 an acid gas
removal amine unit inhibit corrosion of metals 1n contact
with the aqueous alkanolamine solutions and which are
cifective for inhibiting corrosion in both the rich and lean
portions of the amine unit.

Accordingly, it 1s an object of the present invention to
provide compounds for inhibiting corrosion of metals in
contact with aqueous alkanolamine solutions.
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It 1s an additional object of the present mvention to
provide aqueous acid gas removal solutions for use in amine
units which are inhibited against acid gas promoted corro-
sion of metals.

It 1s yet another object of this invention to provide a
method for mhibiting corrosion of metals 1n contact with
aqueous alkanolamine solutions in amine acid gas removal
units.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

To achieve the foregoing objects, the present invention
provides compositions for inhibiting corrosion of metals 1n
contact with aqueous alkanolamine solutions. The compo-
sitions are polythiaether compounds having from 2 to about
12 sulfur atoms on each of the “open” crown rings which are
effective for inhibiting corrosion in alkanolamine acid gas
removal systems. Unless specified otherwise, the term
“polythiaether compound(s)” is used herein to mean poly-
thiaether compounds and/or their salts with mineral acids.

The invention also provides aqueous acid gas removal
solutions which are inhibited against acid gas promoted

corrosion of metals. The solutions are comprised of poly-
thiaether compounds 1n aqueous alkanolamine solutions.

The invention further provides a method for inhibiting
corrosion ol metals 1 contact with aqueous alkanolamine
solutions. The method comprises adding an amount of
polythiaether compound to an aqueous alkanolamine
solution, suificient to establish a concentration of polythia-
cether compound in the aqueous solution which is effective
for the purpose of inhibiting metal corrosion in an amine
acid gas removal unit.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

In accordance with the present invention, a composition
and a method for inhibiting corrosion of metals in contact
with aqueous alkanolamine solutions 1s provided. The
present 1nventors have discovered that one or more poly-
thiaether compounds, when added to an aqueous alkanola-
mine solution, significantly inhibits corrosion of ferrous
metals 1n contact with the alkanolamine solution. In
addition, the inventors have discovered that polythiacther
compounds of this invention are eifective for inhibiting
metal corrosion 1n both the rich and lean portions of aqueous
alkanolamine unit acid gas removal equipment. Also 1n
accordance with the present invention, a composition and a
method for mhibiting corrosion of metals 1n contact with
hydrocarbons that contain sufficient separated aqueous
phase and dissolved acid gases to cause corrosion 1S pro-
vided. The aqueous phase may contain salts such as alkaline
or alkaline earth chlorides. The acid gas 1s typically CO,, or
H,S. The hydrocarbon 1s typically crude o1l resulting from
production, but may be lighter refined streams. The present
inventors have discovered that one or more polythiacther
compounds, when added to the hydrocarbon containing the
separate aqueous phase and acid gas, significantly inhibits
corrosion of ferrous metals 1n contact with the hydrocarbon
fluid. The polythiacther compounds have the formula shown
as follows:

GI_ZI_ (RII_S)H

R—(S—R"),-Z-G

and their appropriate salts with mineral acids, wherein
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n=1-10;

m=1-10;

R 15 C2-C12 linear or branched alkyl; aryl optionally
substituted with C1-C6 alkyl, halogen, C1-C4 alkoxy,
NR’R”, phenyl, nitro, cyano, COOR>, OCOR"* wherein
R>, R* are independently H, C1-C4 alkyl, phenyl;
C4—-C10 heterocyclic; C7-C10 alkylaryl; or
C—(CH,)—],, provided that when R 1s C—{(CH,)—],,,
cach of the tour CH, is independently bonded through the
S atom to the same or different —(S—R"), -Z-G or
G'-Z'-(R"—S),— groups;

R'" and R" are independently C2—C12 linear or branched
alkyl; aryl optionally substituted with C1-C6 alkyl,
halogen, C1-C4 alkoxy, NR°R”, phenyl, nitro, cyano,
COOR>, OCOR" wherein R>, R* are independently H,
C1-C4 alkyl, phenyl; C4-C10 heterocyclic; C7-C10
alkylaryl;

Z and Z' are independently S, O, NR>, COR®;

G and G' are independently H; methyl; R'; R";
(CH,CH,NH) H, wherein r=0-100;

R>=H; C1-C8 alkyl; (CH,CH,NH) H, r=0-100;

R°=NR’R"; OR’ wherein R’=H, C1-C4 alkyl, phenyl; and
OM wherein M=Na, L1, K;

and when Z=NR”, G or G* and R” together with nitrogen can

also form cyclic amines comprising piperazines,

morpholines, or piperidines.

Compounds that can be obtained by reacting dihaloal-
kanes or dihalo derivatives of polythiaether with
polyetheramines, alkylenepolyamines other than
polyethyleneimines, hydroxyalkyl(poly)amines, hydrazines
and hydroxylamines are also expected to have similar cor-
rosion inhibition activities.

Exemplary dihalo derivatives include, but are not limited
to, dichloropropane, dibromopropane, pentacrythrityl
tetrabromide, 1,9-dichloro-3,7-dithianonane, 1,15-dichloro-
3,6,10,13-tetrathiapentadecane (TPD), and 2,16-dichloro-4,
7,11,14-tetrathiaheptadecane. Exemplary polyamines
include, but are not limited to, pentaethylenchexamine,
tetracthylenepentamine, triethylenetetramine,
diethylenetriamine, and ethylenediamine. Polyetheramines
include, but are not limited to, RO(CH,CH,O)
CH,CH,CH,NH, wherein R 1s a C1-C4 alkyl.
Hydroxyalkyl(poly)amines include, but are not limited to,
ethanolamine, diethanolamine, -(3-aminopropyl)
diethanolamine, and N-(3-aminopropyl)
duisopropanolamine.

Note that 1t 1s also expected that oligcomers containing
more than one polythia unit 1n the products could be
generated when utilizing multifunctional amines 1n reaction
with dihalo derivatives.

It 1s further anticipated that the polythiaether compounds
of the present invention may be blended with polyamines,
c.g., polyalkyleneamines such as diethylenetriamine
(DETA), triethylenetetramine (TETA), and tetracthylene-
pentamine (TEPA) as an effective corrosion inhibitor.

The following examples describe manufacturing proce-
dures for a preferred embodiment of the present invention.

EXAMPLE 1

Synthesis of 3,7-dithianonane-1,9-diol

One hundred seventy grams of sodium hydroxide was
mixed with 1000 mL of ethanol. While stirring, the mixture
was heated to 83° C. to dissolve sodium hydroxide. Heat was
turned off and 440 g of 2-mercaptoethanol was added
through an additional funnel. To the resulting solution was
added 1,3-dibromopropane in such a rate to maintain a
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gentle reflux without external heating. The resulting slurry
was heated at 78° C. for 3 hours. Solid sodium bromide was
filtered off and the ethanol solution was distilled under 1 atm
to remove most of ethanol, and then under vacuum to
remove residual ethanol. The resultant suspension was fil-
tered again to remove solid sodium bromide, to give 392 ¢
of the diol as a liquid.

EXAMPLE 2
Synthesis of 1,9-dichloro-3,7-dithianonane

A dilute sodium hydroxide solution scrubber was set up to
absorb the hydrogen chloride and sulfur dioxide gases
produced from this reaction. A 39.3 ¢ sample of 3,7-
dithianonane-1,9-diol from Example 1 was mixed with 40
mL of hexane. The two immiscible layers were vigorously
stirred while 47.6 g of thionyl chloride was added dropwise
at room temperature. The reaction temperature went up to
37° C. after about half of thionyl chloride was added and
then cooled down. External heat was provided while the rest
of thionyl chloride was added to maintain the temperature at
33° C. The resulting suspension was stirred for one hour
after the addition was complete. A 1.5 ¢ amount of ethanol
was added to destroy any excess of thionyl chloride that
might remain. Hexane was then removed by normal distil-
lation followed by vacuum distillation, to give 45.7 g of the
dichloride as a liquid.

EXAMPLE 3

Synthesis of 3,6,10,13-tetrathiapentadecane-1,15-
diol

A solution of sodium salt of 2-mercaptoethanol was made
by mixing 16.2 g of sodium hydroxide 1n 72 mL of ethanol
with 31.6 ¢ of 2-mercaptoethanol. The above solution was
then added through an additional funnel to 49.1 g of 1,9-
dichloro-3,7-dithianonane from Example 2. The exothermic
reaction kept the reaction refluxing during the addition. A
20.4 ¢ amount of ethanol was used to rinse the funnel. The
resulting slurry suspension was stirred at the refluxing
temperature for 1.5 hours. While hot, solid sodium chloride
was filtered off and washed with 47.5 g of ethanol. Ethanol
was removed from the filtrate by distillation under nitrogen

at 1 atm and then under vacuum to give 63.2 g of the diol
as a liquid, which solidified upon cooling.

EXAMPLE 4

Synthesis of 1,15-dichloro-3,6,10,13-
tetrathiapentadecane

A dilute sodium hydroxide solution scrubber was set up to
absorb the hydrogen chloride and sulfur dioxide gases
produced from this reaction. A 55.6 ¢ amount of 3,6,10,13-
tetrathiapentadecane-1,15-diol from Example 3 was melted
at 62° C. and mixed with 32 mL of toluene. To the suspen-
sion was added 42.6 g of thionyl chloride dropwise. The
reaction was exothermic while the first half amount of
thionyl chloride was added. External heating was provided
for the remaining addition period to maintain the tempera-
ture at 50° C. A 1.5 g amount of ethanol was added to destroy
any of excess thionyl chloride. Toluene was removed under
vacuum distillation to give 63.2 g of the dichloride product
as a brown liquid, which solidified upon cooling.

EXAMPLE 5

Synthesis of Reaction Product between
tetracthylenepentamine and 1,15-dichloro-3,6,10,13-
tetrathiapentadecane

A 6.8 g amount of 1,15-dichloro-3,6,10,13-
tetrathiapentadecane was suspended 1n 65.5 g of ethylene



oglycol. A7.3 g amount of tetracthylenepentamine was added
to the suspension 1n 2 minutes while stirring at room
temperature. The heat from the exothermic reaction took the
temperature to 30° C. The resulting solution was stirred at
78° C. for 6 hours. The reaction mixture was filtered to
remove a small amount of brown solid, to give 75.6 g of a

solution.

In the testing of the present invention, eight polythiaether

S
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compounds were evaluated. These are:

Formula I
/_\}OH
S S
S S
N
Formula II
N N NH
/ \ \/\N/\/ \/\N/\/ 2
S S H H
2 HCI
__/ NN SN IS,
H H
Formula III
N N NH
/—\ I \/\N/\/ \/\N/\/ 2
S S H H

C

2 HCI

> S H H
\__/ _\_N/\/N\/\N/\/N\/\NH2
H

C

S

H

Formula IV

H H
FN\/\ NN NN N TR
H H

2 HCI

S H H
T_ E/\/N\/\E/\/N\/\ NH,

S OH

S OH

__/

Formula V

Formula VI
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6

-continued

I at
NI

/\ / N\

HO S S OH

Formula VII

Formula VIII

HO S S OH

__/ AN

The extent of corrosion inhibition was obtained by per-
forming electrochemical experiments 1n glass cells m the
absence and presence of the above inhibitors. Mild steel
clectrodes 1n the form of a cylinder were used as the metal
of investigation. Tests were conducted at 79° C. Testing
conditions were those simulating rich streams (systems
purged with CO,) of alkanolamine units. Diethanolamine
(DEA) and monoethanolamine (MEA) were used as the test
fluids. Besides the corrosive gases, additional contaminants
found 1n amine systems were 1ntroduced 1nto the test fluids.
The composition of the DEA and MEA fluids used for
testing 1s shown below:

DEA Solution MEA Solution
30 wt % DERA 25 wt % MEA
960 ppm NaCl 700 ppm formic acid
50 ppm Na,SO, 100 ppm acetic acid
110 ppm formic acid 1 ppm NaCl

50 ppm acetic acid
50 ppm propionic acid
130 ppm glycolic acid

Test results (% protection) are shown in Tables 1 and 2.

TABLE 1

[nhibition (% Protection) from electrochemical measurements in 30
wt % DEA sparged with CO,

Treatment Concentration (ppm) % Protection Test Duration (hrs)
Formula [ 10 93 15
Formula I 10 85 7
Formula II 10 87 18
Formula II 20 96 18
Formula II 10 03 17
Formula III 10 88 23
Formula IV 10 25 23
Formula V 20 40 23
Formula VI 10 92 23
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TABLE 2

[nhibition (% Protection) from electrochemical measurements in 25
wt % MEA sparged with CO,

Treatment Concentration (ppm) % Protection Test Duration (hrs)
Formula I 10 99 15
Formula I 10 04 7
Formula II 10 95 18
Formula III 20 83 25
Formula V 20 40 25
Formula V 20 50 25
Formula VI 20 96 25
Formula VII 10 77 50
Formula VIII 10 83 50

The 1nventors also believe that since the polythiaether
compounds can form strong complexes with transition metal
1ons, they can be used for a broad range of applications 1n
water and process treatments, and can be used as catalysts
for phase transfer reactions, as encapsulating materials for
clectronic devices, as corrosion inhibitors and as compo-
nents of electrorheological fluid, etc. Particularly, the novel
polythiaether compounds of this mmvention are expected to
be useful as metal 10n chelating and complexing agents, as
corrosion 1nhibitors for cooling towers and boilers, CO,
enhanced o1l recovery systems and crude unit overhead, as
influent water and wastewater treatments, as corrosion
inhibitors 1n electronic packages, as metal extraction mate-
rials for mining processes and as metal surface treatments.
In addition, depending on the 1onic charge, structure and
properties of the polymer used during synthesis of the
polythiaether compounds, the polythiaether compounds of
this 1nvention are expected to be useful as dispersants,
coagulants, flocculants, or film forming agents.

In addition to the various alkanolamine solutions, the
open chain TEPA compounds have been tested as corrosion
inhibitors for the crude unit overhead and oilfield pipeline
applications.

Relative to crude unit overhead, weight loss corrosion rate
evaluations were performed using a high velocity autoclave.
Tests performed 1n these autoclaves simulated conditions
present near typical water dewpoints and were conducted at
200° F. with a mixture of 95% deaerated synthetic overhead
naphtha and 5% synthetic dewpoint water. The synthetic
dewpoint water contained 1100 ppm HCI, 130 ppm H,SO,,
730 ppm H,SO,, 120 ppm acetic acid, 150 ppm propionic
acid, 125 ppm butyric acid, 200 ppm pentanoic acid, 60 ppm
hexanoic acid, 250 ppm H.,S, 160 ppm NH; and neutralized
with an amine solution until reaching a pH of approximately
5. In these tests, a coupon assembly was utilized which could
generate linear velocities of 40 ft/s at the coupon’s outer
edge by attaching the coupons to a stirring shaft rotated at
3000 rpm. TPD-TEPA was tested at 20 ppm active and gave
67% corrosion 1nhibition.

Relative to oilfield pipeline corrosion, tests were con-
ducted by a standard three electrode electrochemical method
with a 1018 carbon steel working electrode, glassy carbon
counter electrode, and a Silver/Silver Chloride reference.
Tests were run at 100° F. in a 1-liter custom-made glass
vessel. The ratio of water (NACE brine) to hydrocarbon
(kerosene) was 90 to 10. The brine composition was 9.82%
NaCl, 0.404% CaCl,*2H,0, 0.186% MgCl,*6H,0. The

fluids were continually sparged with CO..

Test results for various open chain materials are shown in
the Table 3, below. The majority of these results were at least
comparable to present treatment approaches.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

TABLE 3
Treatment Ppm % Protection
Formula I 10 75
Formula II 2.5 87
Formula II 5 97
Formula II 10 100
Formula III 2.5 35
Formula III 5 84
Formula III 5 86
Formula III 7.5 93
Formula VI 5 70
Formula VI 5 94
Formula VI 10 100
Formula VI 15 100

While this mnvention has been described with respect to
particular embodiments thereof, 1t 1s apparent that numerous
other forms and modifications of this invention will be
obvious to those skilled 1n the art The appended claims and
this invention generally should be construed to cover all
such obvious forms and modifications which are within the
true spirit and scope of the present invention.

What 1s claimed is:

1. A method of inhibiting corrosion of metals 1n contact
with an aqueous alkanolamine solution in an acid gas
removal amine unit comprising adding to the aqueous
alkanolamine solution an effective corrosion inhibiting
amount of a polythiacther compound having the formula:

GL-Z-(R"—S),

R—(S—R"),-Z-G

and their appropriate salts with mineral acids,

wherein n=1-10; m=1-10;

R 1s C2-C12 linear or branched alkyl; aryl optionally
substituted with C1-C6 alkyl, halogen, C1-C4 alkoxy,
NR-R”, phenyl, nitro, cyano, COOR?, OCOR" wherein
R>, R* are independently H, C1-C4 alkyl, phenyl;
C4-C10 heterocyclic; C7-C10 alkylaryl;, or
C—|(CH,)—],, provided that when R is
C— (CH,)—].,, each of the four CH, is independently
bonded through the S atom to the same or different
—(S—R",_-Z-G or G'-Z'(R"—S),— groups;

R" and R" are independently C2—C12 linear or branched
alkyl; aryl optionally substituted with C1-C6 alkyl,
halogen, C1-C4 alkoxy, NR’R", phenyl, nitro, cyano,
COOR”, OCOR" wherein R®, R* are independently H,
C1-C4 alkyl, phenyl; C4-C10 heterocyclic; C7-C10
alkylaryl;

Z and Z' are independently S, O, NR>, COR®;

G and G' are independently H; methyl; R'; R";
(CH,CH,NH) H, wherein r=0-100;

R>=H; C1-C8 alkyl; (CH,CH,NH) H, r=0-100;

R°=NR’R"; OR’ wherein R’=H, C1-C4 alkyl, phenyl;
OM wherein M=Na, L1, K;

and when Z=NR>, G or G' and R” together with nitrogen
form cyclic amines comprising pilperazines,
morpholines, or piperidines.

2. The method as recited 1n claim 1, wherein Z and Z!' are

independently NR”.

3. The method as recited 1n claim 1, wherein G and G' are
independently H, (CH,CH,NH) H, wherein r=0-100 and
R>=(CH,CH,NH) H, wherein r=0-100.

4. The method as recited 1n claim 1, wherein r=1-6.

5. The method as recited 1n claim 1, wherein the poly-
thiaether compound 1s further combined with a polyamine
selected from the group consisting of diethyleneamine,
tricthyleneamine, tetracthyleneamine and pentacthylenehex-
amine.
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6. A method for inhibiting metal corrosion 1 contact with
a hydrocarbon containing an amount of a separated aqueous
phase and an acid gas to cause corrosion, comprising adding,
to the hydrocarbon or the aqueous phase an effective cor-
rosion inhibiting amount of a polythiacther compound hav-
ing the formula:

G-Z-(R"—S),—R—(S—R))_-Z-G

and their appropriate salts with mineral acids,
wherein n=1-10; m=1-10;

R 1s C2-C12 linear or branched alkyl; aryl optionally
substituted with C1-C6 alkyl, halogen, C1-C4 alkoxy,
NR-R”, phenyl, nitro, cyano, COOR>, OCOR® wherein
R>, R* are independently H, C1-C4 alkyl, phenyl;
C4—C10 heterocyclic; C7—C10 alkylaryl; or C13
[(CH,)—],, provided that when R is C—(CH,)—],,
cach of the four CH,, 1s independently bonded through
the S atom to the same or different —(S—R"),.-Z-G or
G'-Z'(R"—S),— groups;

10
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R' and R" are independently C2—C12 linear or branched
alkyl; aryl optionally substituted with C1-C6 alkyl,
halogen, C1-C4 alkoxy, NR°R®, phenyl, nitro, cyano,
COOR”, OCOR" wherein R, R* are independently H,
C1-C4 alkyl, phenyl; C4-C10 heterocyclic; C7-C10
alkylaryl;

Z and Z' are independently S, O, NR>, COR®;

G and G' are independently H; methyl; R'; R";
(CH,CH,NH) H, wherein r=0-100;

R>=H; C1-C8 alkyl; (CH,CH,NH) H, r=0-100;

R°=NR’R"; OR’ wherein R’=H, C1-C4 alkyl, phenyl;
OM wherein M=Na, Li, K;

and when Z=NR’, G or G' and R’ together with nitrogen

form cyclic amines comprising piperazines,
morpholines, or piperidines.

x x * x x
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