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(57) ABSTRACT

System for arranging holders for information-carrying labels
in optional positions along the front edge of a shelf or
equivalent. The system comprises a supporting profiled strip
(3) with a mounting part adapted so as to allow mounting of
the profiled strip on the front edge (2) of a shelf (1) and also
a part serving as an attachment for detachable fixing of label
holders (7) to the supporting profiled strip. The system 1is
characterized by the combination of the fact that the sup-
porting profiled strip (3) extends along the entire length of
a shelf (1) or a shelf section and has a height which
essentially corresponds to the height of the front edge of the
shelf, and that the label holders (7) consist of short label
holder pockets of greater height than the supporting profiled
strip (3). When mounted on the supporting profiled strip, the
label holder pockets project down below the strip, and they
are hinged so as to be capable of being pivoted up in front
of the supporting profiled strip.

20 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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MOUNTING SYSTEM FOR LABEL
HOLDERS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The mvention relates to a system for arranging holders for
information-carrying labels 1n optional positions along the
front edge of a shelf or equivalent, comprising a supporting
profiled strip which extends along the entire length of the
shelf or a shelf section and has a height which essentially
corresponds to the height of the front edge of the shelf, and
which profiled strip has a mounting part adapted so as to
allow mounting of the profiled strip on the front edge of a
shelf and a part serving as an attachment for detachable
fixing of label holders to the supporting profiled strip.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In shops, department stores and the like, where goods and
products are kept and displayed on shelves, inter alia price
and goods 1information 1s usually indicated on labels which
are arranged on the shelf front edge or equivalent.

These labels and the holders therefor are very striking and
have a strong influence on the impression a customer forms
of the shop and the goods display on the shelves. The design
of label holder systems 1s therefore of major importance.

The total space 1n a shop 1s determined by the size of the
premises and usually represents a limited resource which has
to be utilized optimally. This means inter alia that efforts are
constantly being made to reduce the thickness of shelves and
to position these at an 1ncreasingly small mutual spacing in
the vertical direction 1n order to increase the useful goods
display space. This makes even greater demands on the label
holder system used. Narrow labels with a height correspond-
ing to the thickness of the shelf often do not accommodate
the necessary amount of information, if this 1s to be easily
readable. Labels and holders of greater height and which
project down below the shelf level encroach on the shelf
space below and render the putting-1n and removal of goods
difficult. Furthermore, long label holders, which extend
along a shelf and project down below the shelf level,
exaggerate the impression of compactness, which i1s not
attractive and 1s thus undesirable.

DESCRIPTION OF PRIOR ART

A common type of label system for shop shelves com-
prises a profiled strip made of plastic which 1s arranged on
the front edge of the shelf, extends along the entire length of
the shelf and 1s made with a front pocket for receiving 1n a
protected manner the necessary number of price tag labels.
An example of such a strip 1s disclosed 1mn W0O99/52092.
Such strips can also be made 1n two parts, the pocket

consisting of or being formed by a separate part, see for
example U.S. Pat. No. 5,263,269.

It 1s a common feature of this type of label holder that both
the holder strip 1tself and the label-receiving pocket extend
along the entire length of the shelf and will, in the case of
thin shelves, project down below the shelf. As mentioned
above, this gives an unattractive, compact impression when
the shelves are located at a small spacing one above another
and are filled with goods. Furthermore, such long, down-
wardly projecting label holders make putting goods onto and
removing goods from a shelfl level below difficult.

W092/20056 describes a label holder with a height which
does not exceed the thickness of the shelf. In this connection,
in order to make the information readable, 1n particular on
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the highest and lowest shelf levels, the label holder 1s made
with a magnifying lens. This renders the label holder system
more complicated and more expensive.

It 15 also known to use short label holders which project
down below the shelf level. These are usually attached
directly to the front edge of the shelf, which means that they
are difficult to move 1nto another position along the shell.
Alternatively, they require shelves with a specially designed
front which fits one type of label holder, which limits
application and results in increased costs.

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION

One object of the present invention 1s to produce a label
holder system for shop shelves and the like, which allows
thin shelves to be arranged at a relatively small mutual
spacing 1n the vertical direction without appreciably atfect-
ing the overall impression, with maintained readability of
the label information and also without rendering putting
goods onto and removing goods from a shelf level below
appreciably difficult.

Another object 1s to produce such a label holder system
which allows simple positioning of the individual labels
along the length of the shelf.

A further object 1s to produce a label holder system which
also allows mounting of other accessories on the shelf front
edge, such as projecting information or advertising panels.

A further object 1s to produce a label holder system which,
in order to make this system generally applicable, uses a
supporting profiled strip with a part which 1s intended as an
attachment for label holders and has the same profile irre-
spective of the remainder of the appearance of the support-
ing profile.

The above objects are achieved according to the present
invention by means of a label holder system of the type
indicated 1n the first paragraph, which is characterized 1n that
the label holders comprise short label holder pockets of
orcater height than the supporting profiled strip, which
pockets project down below the supporting profiled strip
when the label holders are mounted thereon, 1n that the label
holder pockets are hinged so that they can be pivoted up 1n
front of the supporting profiled strip, in that that part of the
supporting profiled strip serving as the attachment for the
label holders has a forwardly arched front, a rounded lower
portion and an upper peak-like projection, and 1n that the
label holders have a part which 1s intended for interaction
with the attachment part of the supporting profiled strip and
has an upper portion adapted so as to be capable of extend-
ing 1n under the peak-like projection of the attachment part
of the supporting profiled strip, and a rounded lower part
adapted so as to be capable of being snapped firmly over the
rounded lower portion of the attachment part of the sup-
porting profiled strip.

Other characteristics of a label holder system according to
the 1nvention emerge from the following patent claims.

The 1nvention will be described 1n greater detail below
with reference to the embodiments shown by way of
example 1n the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPITION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a shell provided with a
label holder system according to the present invention.

FIG. 2 shows the profile of the supporting profiled strip
included 1n FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 shows the profile of the label holder included 1n
FIG. 1.
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FIG. 4 shows the front part of the label holder made as a
pocket in the pivoted-up state.

FIG. 5 1s a side view of the front edge of a shelf with a
mounted label holder system according to the invention.

FIG. 6 corresponds to FIG. 5, the shelf having been
provided with a divider.

FIGS. 7-9 show supporting profiled strips according to
the 1nvention adapted to different shelf designs.

FIG. 10 shows an information panel intended for mount-
ing on a supporting proiiled strip according to the invention.

FIG. 11 shows the information panel according to FIG. 10
mounted on a supporting profiled strip which 1s arranged on

a shelf.

FIG. 12 corresponds to FIG. 11, the shelf having been
provided with a divider.

In FIG. 1, reference number 1 designates a shelf, in this
case made of a bent plate and with a shelf front edge 2.
Arranged on the shelf front edge 1s a supporting profiled
strip 3 which extends over the entire length of the shelf and
1s suitably extruded in a PVC material. The profiled strip 3
has a height which essentially corresponds to the height of
the front part of the shelf 1, so that it does not project down
appreciably below the shelf front edge 2. The profiled strip
3 can be formed so that it constitutes a decorative contri-
bution to the goods display and can, for example, be made
in a colour which suits the situation.

The supporting proiiled strip 3 1s made with an upwardly
projecting, longitudinal rail 4, on which dividers 5 are
mounted, which extend transversely to the shelf and divide
the latter into the desired goods compartments. Each divider
5 1s made with a front mounting shoe 6 which engages over
the rail 4 and allows the divider to be secured on the rail in
the desired position. In front of the goods compartments
formed by the dividers §, label holders 7 are snapped firmly
on the supporting profiled strip 3. These holders are intended
to be provided with labels carrying prices and other mfor-
mation relating to the goods 1n the respective goods com-
partment.

In order to make this information easily readable, a part
of the label holders 7 has a greater height than the supporting
profiled strip 3, which means that these parts project down
below the latter. As it 1s only these relatively short parts of
the label holders which project down below the shelfl front
edge 2, the overall impression of the goods display in the
shop 1s not affected in the same way as 1f the enfire
longitudinal profiled strip were to have the greater height.
This would, 1n particular 1n the case of shelves which are
located at a small mutual spacing in the vertical direction,
create an altogether too compact impression. In this
connection, putting goods onto and removing goods from
shelf levels below would also be rendered difficult.

The front parts made as pockets 21 of the label holders 7
can be pivoted up 1n front of the profiled strip 3, as will be
described below. The result of this 1s that they do not hinder
the removal of goods from shelf levels below. When new
cgoods are put onto the shellf below, the pockets 21 can
simply be pivoted up by hand.

Reference number 8 designates a panel projecting from
the shelf 1, which 1s intended, for example, to carry an
advertising message. This panel 1s made with a mounting
foot 9 which allows 1t to be mounted on the same supporting
profiled strip 3 as the label holders 7.

The embodiment of the supporting profiled strip 3 and the
label holders 7 will now be described 1n greater detail with
reference to FIGS. 2-6.
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In FIG. 2, reference number 20 designates the mounting,
part of the supporting profiled strip 3. In this example, this
part 1s made 1n order to fit on the plate shelf 1 shown 1n FIG.
1. The mounting part 20 will vary depending on the type of
shelf or the like on which the supporting profiled strip 3 1s
to be mounted. The front part 10 of the profiled strip 3 forms
an attachment part for the label holders 7. The attachment
part 10 comprises an arched front surface 11, a lower
rounded portion 12 and an upper peak-like projection 13
with a downwardly projecting, hook-shaped portion 14. This
attachment part has the same profile 1rrespective of the
design of the mounting part 20. This means inter alia that 1t
1s possible to use a standardized label holder with an
attachment part with the same profile irrespective of the type
of shelf on which 1t 1s to be mounted and 1rrespective of the
size and the design of the remainder of the holder. Other
accessories, such as for example the advertising panel 8 1n
FIG. 1, can also be made with a corresponding mounting
foot 9 which fits on the attachment part 10 of the profiled
strip 3.

The designation 4 relates as previously to the rail intended
for the mounting of dividers 5. In applications in which
dividers are not to be used, this rail can be omitted. Refer-
ence number 15 designates a friction-increasing band which
can consist of, for example, plasticized PVC material or an
clastomer and 1s suitably coextruded with the remainder of
the supporting profile. When the profiled strip 3 1s loaded,
this friction band will be pressed against the upper surface
of the shelf 1 and will then prevent sliding between the latter
and the mounting part 20 of the profiled strip.

FIG. 3 shows a label holder 7 which comprises a rear
attachment part 16 with an arched shape, a lower rounded
portion 17, an upwardly projecting portion 18 with a hook-
shaped end 19 and an upwardly pivotable front part 21 made
as a pocket. The entire holder 7 1s suitably extruded 1n a PVC
material. To mount the holder 7 on a supporting profiled strip
3 mounted on a shelf 1, the portion 18 is inserted under the
projecting “peak” 13 of the profiled strip 3, so that the hook
means 14 and 19 enter into engagement with one another.
The lower rounded portion 17 of the pocket 7 1s then
snapped firmly over the lower rounded portion 12 of the
prodiled strip 3, see FIG. 5. The holder 7 will then be held
securcly on the supporting profiled strip 3. To move the
holder to another position along the profiled strip 3, all that
1s necessary 1s to release the snap engagement between the
parts 17 and 12 and to reapply 1t 1in the new position.

In order that the downwardly projecting front pocket 21 of
the holder 7 does not hinder the removal of goods from a
shelfl level below, the front pocket can be pivoted up, as 1s
llustrated mm FIGS. 4 and 5. In this connection, the front
pocket 21 1s pivoted up around a transverse hinge axis 22
when an item comes 1nto contact with the front part. The
hinge axis can be produced simply 1n the form of a material
portion which 1s made slightly thinner in connection with
extrusion of the holder. In the mounted state, the pocket 21
can also easily be pivoted up by hand, for example to put
new goods onto a shelf level below. In the embodiment
shown, a price tag label or equivalent can be guided down
into the lower folded-over portion 23 of the pocket 21. This
label will then be protected against external influences and
soiling by the continuous front surface of the pocket.

FIG. 6 corresponds to FIG. §, a divider 5 being mounted
by 1ts mounting shoe 6 on the rail 4 projecting upwardly
from the supporting profiled strip 3, as described above.

FIGS. 7, 8 and 9 show profiled strips 3 according to the
present mvention mounted on shelves 1 with shapes differ-
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ent from that shown 1n FIG. 1. In this connection, the
mounting part of the different profiled strips 3 has been
adapted to the shape of the front edge of the respective shell.
In FIG. 7, the profiled strip 3 1s snapped firmly over a front
portion 2 of the shelf, while the strip in FIG. 8 1s fixed to the
front edge 2 of the shelf by means of a double-sided
adhesive tape 24. The profiled strip 3 in FIG. 9 1s adapted for
a shelf with a specially made front part 2.

Although the mounting part 20 of the profiled strip 3
differs 1n the examples shown, the attachment part 10 of the
strip 1s 1dentical 1n all cases.

This means that label holders or other accessories with a
design adapted to this profiled strip can be mounted on any
shelf irrespective of the design of the front edge of the shelf.

FIG. 10 shows an imnformation panel 8 according to FIG.
1 provided with a mounting foot 9 with a profile correspond-
ing to the attachment part 10 of the profiled strips 3

described previously. Compared with the label holders 7, the
lower rounded portion 17 of the mounting foot 9 has a
slightly deeper shape so as to bring about a more secure grip
around the lower rounded portion 12 of the profiled strip 3,
se¢ FIG. 11. For mounting, the rounded portion 17 1s then
first arranged over the rounded portion 12 of the profiled
strip, after which the upper edge portion 18 of the mounting
foot 9 1s 1nserted under the peak-like projection 13 of the
proiiled strip 3. In this connection, the free end portion 18
can be made without a hook portion.

FIG. 12 corresponds to FIG. 11, the shelf having been
provided with a divider 5 which 1s mounted by means of its
mounting shoe 6 on the rail 4 projecting upwardly from the
supporting profiled strip 3.

An 1information panel 8 or other accessory with the
standardized mounting foot 9 can also therefore be mounted
on all the profiled strips 3 which can be adapted to different
shelves.

The 1nvention has been described above in connection
with the embodiments shown by way of example 1n the
drawings. However, these can be varied 1n a number of
respects within the scope of the patent claims. The attach-
ment part of the profiled strip and the corresponding mount-
ing part of the label holders can therefore be given a different
shape on condition that they {it together and provide secure
holding of the holder on the strip.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A system for arranging holders for information-
carrying labels 1n optional positions along the front edge of
a shelf or equivalent, comprising:

a supporting profiled strip (3), which has a mounting part
(20) adapted so as to allow mounting of the profiled

strip on the front edge (2) of the shelf (1); and

a part (10) serving as an attachment for detachable fixing
of label holders (7) to the supporting profiled strip,
wherein:
the profiled strip (3) is intended to extend along the

length of the shelf (1) or a shelf section and has a

height which essentially corresponds to the height of

the front edge of the shelf;

the label holders (7) comprise short attachment parts
(16) adapted so as to allow mounting of a number of
label holders on the same supporting profiled strip
(3) and label holder pockets (21) of greater height
than the supporting profiled strip (3);

the pockets project down below the supporting profiled
strip when the label holders are mounted thereon;
and

the label holder pockets (21) are hinged to the short
attachment part (16) of the respective label holder so

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

that they can be pivoted up in front of the supporting
proiiled strip.

2. The system according to claim 1, wherein the attach-
ment part of the supporting profiled strip (3) serving as the
attachment (10) for label holders (7) has a same profile
irrespective of the profile of the mounting part.

3. The system according to claim 1, wherein the attach-
ment part of the supporting profiled strip (3) has a forwardly
arched front (11), a rounded lower portion (12) and an upper
peak-like projection (13).

4. The system according to claim 3, wherein the peak-like
projection (13) of the supporting profiled strip (3) has a
front, downwardly projecting, hook-shaped portion (14).

5. The system according to claim 3, wherein the short
attachment part (16) of each label holder (7) is intended for
interaction with the attachment part (10) of the supporting
profiled strip (3) and has an upper portion (18) adapted so as
to be capable of extending 1n under the peak-like projection
(13) of the attachment part (10) of the supporting profiled
strip (3), and a rounded lower part (17) adapted so as to be
capable of being snapped firmly over the rounded lower
portion (12) of the attachment part of the supporting profiled
Strip.

6. The system according to claim 5, wherein said upper
portion (18) of the attachment part of the label holders (7)
has an upwardly projecting, hook-shaped portion (19) which
1s adapted so as to enter into engagement with the down-
wardly projecting, hook-shaped portion (14) of said peak-
like projection (13).

7. The system according to claim 3, wherein each label
holder pocket (21) can be pivoted up around a transverse
hinge axis (19) which runs parallel to the a free edge of said
peak-like projection (13).

8. The system according to claim 3, wherein the label
holder pockets (21) have a full front surface, the upper
portion of which extends 1 under the peak-like projection
(13) of the supporting profiled strip (3), so that a label
arranged 1nside the front surface 1s protected against external
influences and soiling.

9. The system according to claim 1, comprising informa-
tion panels (8) which can be mounted on the supporting
profiled strip (3) and project essentially at right angles from
the supporting proiiled strip, and in that these panels have a
mounting foot (9) intended for interaction with the attach-
ment part (10) of the supporting profiled strip.

10. The system according to claim 9, wherein said mount-
ing foot (9) has a rounded lower part (17) adapted so as to
be capable of being arranged over the rounded lower portion
(12) of the attachment part (10) of the supporting profiled
strip and an upper portion (18) adapted so as to be capable
of being inserted in under the peak-like projection (13) of
said attachment part.

11. A label holder of the type which forms part of a label
holder system according to claim 1.

12. A supporting profiled strip of the type which forms
part of a label holder system according to claim 1.

13. A system {for arranging holders for information-
carrying labels 1n optional positions along the front edge of
a shelf or equivalent, comprising;:

a supporting profiled strip, which has a mounting part

adapted so as to allow mounting of the profiled strip on
the front edge of the shelf; and

a part serving as an attachment for detachable fixing of
label holders to the supporting profiled strip, wherein:
the profiled strip 1s intended to extend along the length

of the shelf or a shelf section and has a height which
essentially corresponds to the height of the front

edge of the shelf;
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the label holders comprise short attachment parts
adapted so as to allow mounting of a number of label
holders on the same supporting profiled strip and
label holder pockets of greater height than the sup-
porting profiled strip;

the pockets project down below the supporting profiled
strip when the label holders are mounted thereon;

the label holder pockets are hinged to the short attach-
ment part of the respective label holder so that they
can be pivoted up 1n front of the supporting proiiled
strip; and

the attachment part of the supporting profiled strip has
a forwardly arched front, a rounded lower portion
and an upper peaked projection.

14. The system according to claim 13, wherein the peak-
like projection of the supporting profiled strip has a front,
downwardly projecting, hook-shaped portion.

15. The system according to claim 13, wherein the short
attachment part of each label holder 1s intended for interac-
tion with the attachment part of the supporting profiled strip
and has an upper portion adapted so as to be capable of
extending 1 under the peak-like projection of the attach-
ment part of the supporting profiled strip, and a rounded
lower part adapted so as to be capable of being snapped
firmly over the rounded lower portion of the attachment part
of the supporting profiled strip.

16. The system according to claim 15, wherein said upper
portion of the attachment part of the label holders has an
upwardly projecting, hook-shaped portion which 1s adapted
so as to enter mto engagement with the downwardly
projecting, hook-shaped portion of said peak-like projection.

17. The system according to claim 13, wherein each label
holder pocket can be pivoted up around a transverse hinge
axis which runs parallel to a free edge of said peak-like
projection.

18. The system according to claim 13, wherein the label
holder pockets have a full front surface, the upper portion of
which extends 1n under the peak-like projection of the
supporting profiled strip, so that a label arranged 1nside the
front surface 1s protected against external influences and
soiling.
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19. A system for arranging holders for information-
carrying labels 1n optional positions along the front edge of
a shelf or equivalent, comprising;:

a supporting profiled strip, which has a mounting part

adapted so as to allow mounting of the profiled strip on
the front edge of the shelf; and

a part serving as an attachment for detachable fixing of
label holders to the supporting profiled strip, wherein:
the profiled strip 1s 1ntended to extend along the length

of the shelf or a shelf section and has a height which
essentially corresponds to the height of the front

edge of the shelf;

the label holders comprise short attachment parts
adapted so as to allow mounting of a number of label
holders on the same supporting profiled strip and
label holder pockets of greater height than the sup-
porting profiled strip;
the pockets project down below the supporting profiled
strip when the label holders are mounted thereon;
and
the label holder pockets are hinged to the short attach-
ment part of the respective label holder so that they
can be pivoted up in front of the supporting profiled
Strip,
the system further comprising information panels
which can be mounted on the supporting profiled
strip and project essentially at right angles from the
supporting profiled strip, and 1n that these panels
have a mounting foot mtended for interaction with
the attachment part of the supporting profiled strip,
wherein said mounting foot has a rounded lower part
adapted so as to be capable of being arranged over
the rounded lower portion of the attachment part of
the supporting profiled strip and an upper portion
adapted so as to be capable of being inserted 1n under
the peak-like projection of said attachment part.
20. The system according to claim 19, wherein the label
holders hang loosely 1n front of the short attachment parts.
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