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TAPE DISPENSER AND HANG TAG FOR
USE THEREWITH

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Technical Field

This invention generally relates to tape dispensers. More
particularly, the invention relates to a tape dispenser that
includes a hang tag for displaying the tape dispenser 1n a
retail setting. Specifically, the invention relates to a tape
dispenser that includes a hang tag that i1s relatively small
when compared to the size of the tape dispenser.

2. Background Information

There are a variety of ways that retailers use to display
products. Some products are placed on shelves while others
are hung from display clip strips or sheets. Products that are
hung from displays need to have some sort of mechanism for
actually attaching the product to the display. This may be
achieved by a small aperture being made 1n the packaging
for the product and then a hook from the display board or
strip 1s 1nserted through the aperture. Alternatively, a card-
board backing sheet may be attached to the product and an
aperture may be made 1n the backing sheet. The hook from
the display strip may then be passed through the aperture 1n
the cardboard backing sheet. Attaching cardboard backing
sheets 1s not only expensive, but the backing sheets take up
a lot of packaging space during shipping and display space
in the retail environment. This reduces the amount of
product that the manufacturer 1s able to ship or to display,
thereby driving the cost up for that particular product.

There 1s therefore a need 1n the art for an inexpensive, less
space-consuming way to ship products or hang products on
display sheets.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The preferred embodiment of the invention, illustrative of
the best mode 1n which applicant has contemplated applying
the principles, 1s set forth in the following description and 1s
shown 1n the drawings and 1s particularly and distinctly
pointed out and set forth 1n the appended claims.

FIG. 1 1s a perspective front view of a tape dispenser in
accordance with the present 1invention, where the tape dis-
penser 1s suspended from a display hook by way of the hang
tag of the present invention;

FIG. 2 1s an exploded perspective front view of the tape
dispenser;

FIG. 3 1s a front view of the tape dispenser showing the
hang tag;

FIG. 4 1s a cross-sectional side elevational view of the
hang tag through line 4—4 of FIG. 3;

FIG. § 1s a front view of the tape dispenser showing the
hang tag being removed therefrom.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Referring generally to FIGS. 1-5, there 1s shown a tape
dispenser, generally referred to by the number 10. Tape
dispenser 10 has a back 12 and a front 14. Front 14 and back
12 may be snap connected together by clips 15 to form a
single housing. Front 14 and back 12 may alternatively be
cglued together, hinged together or connected together 1n any
other suitable way without departing from the scope of the
present mvention.

Back 12 preferably includes an internal tape support 16
for receiving a roll of adhesive tape 18 thereon. Front 14 and
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back 12 connect together so that the roll 18 of tape 1s
securely held within dispenser 10. While tape support 16 1s
shown as extending from back 12, 1t may extend from front
14 or extend partially from the front 14 and back 12 of the
dispenser 10 without departing from the scope of the inven-
tion. Back 12 further includes a lip 17 over which tape from
roll 18 may be drawn and cut. Front 14 1s similarly shaped
to back 12, but 1n the embodiment shown 1n FIG. 2, front 14
does not include lip 17. Lip 17 may, however, be disposed
cither fully on front 14 or partially on front 14 and back 12,

without departing from the scope of the invention.

A hang tag 1n accordance with the present invention,
ogenerally referred to by the number 20, 1s provided to allow
tape dispenser 10 to be hung from a hook 22 or other type
of product display. Hang tag 20 has a tab 204 and a lower
section 20b. Tab 20a defines an aperture 24 through which
hook 22 may be received. In the preferred embodiment, tab
20a 1s generally rectangular 1n shape. Furthermore, aperture
24 1s generally triangular 1n shape so as to allow for hang tag
20 to engage a variety of differently shaped and sized hooks.
The triangular shape allows the hook to be quickly and
casily centralized in tab 20a so that the dispenser 10 hangs
straight on the display (not shown). While tab 20a is shown
to be generally rectangular and aperture 24 1s generally
triangular 1n shape, 1t will be understood by those skilled 1n
the art that other shaped tabs and/or apertures may be
provided without departing from the scope of the invention.
For example, a generally rectangular tab (not shown) may be
provided with a small circular aperture (not shown) therein.
Alternatively, tab 204 may be square, semi-circular or
circular with a triangular, square or circular aperture therein.

Lower section 20b 1s configured to be the same shape as
the front 14 of tape dispenser 10. Product information may
be printed on lower section 205 if front 14 of dispenser 1s to
be transparent. Lower section 205 defines a hole 26 through
which tape support 16 1s received. When tape support 16 1s
received through hole 26, hang tag 20 1s securely held within
tape dispenser 10 and 1s prevented from slipping out of tape
dispenser 10.

Hang tag 20 further includes a generally rectangular neck
section 20c¢ that 1s disposed between tab 20a and lower
section 20b. A first fold line 28 1s provided between tab 204
and neck section 20c. A plurality of perforations 30 are
provided 1n tab 20a disposed a small distance from fold line
28. Perforations 30 are preferably formed in an arc shape
that configures to the shape of upper surface 32 of dispenser
10. As may be most clearly seen from FIGS. 1, 3 & 5,
perforations 30 lie a small distance above the upper surface
32 of tape dispenser 10 when hang tag 20 1s secured within
dispenser 10. A second fold line 34 1s provided between neck
section 20c¢ and lower section 206 of hang tag 20. First and
second fold lines 28, 34 allow lower section 205 to be folded
so that 1t abuts the iner surface 36 of front 14 of dispenser
10 (FIG. 4). While 1n the preferred embodiment it is shown
that lower section 20b abuts front 14 of dispenser 10, 1t will
be understood by those skilled 1n the art that lower section
200 may instead abut back 12 of the dispenser without
departing from the scope of the invention.

Dispenser 10 may be used as follows. During
manufacture, a roll 18 of adhesive tape 1s slid onto tape
support 16. Hang tag 20 1s slid onto tape support 16, tape
support 16 being received through hole 26 1n lower section
20b. Back 12 1s moved into engagement with front 14. As
this occurs, folds are formed along fold lines 34 and 28 and
lower section 200 1s brought into abutting relationship with
iner surface 36 of front 14. At this point, tab 20a extends
from upper surface 32 of dispenser 10. Tab 20a lies sub-
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stantially normal to upper surface 32 of dispenser 10. Front
14 and back 12 are brought together until clips 15 lock,
thereby securing front 14 and back 12 together. Dispenser 10
may then be hung from a display board (not shown) by hook
22 being passed through aperture 24 1n tab 20a.

The consumer removes dispenser 10 from the display by
simply shiding tab 204 off hook 22. When the consumer
wishes to use the tape on roll 18, they may either leave tab
20a on dispenser 10 or may tear tab 20a off dispenser 10 by
pulling tab 20z in the direction of arrow A (FIG. 5). This
causes perforations 30 to tear, separating tab 20a from neck
section 20c. When tab 20a 1s removed, a small piece 38 of
neck 20c may be left extending upwardly from upper surface
32 of dispenser as 1s shown 1n FIG. 5.

As may be seen from FIG. 1, tab 20a 1s substantially
smaller than the tape dispenser 10. In the preferred embodi-
ment of the invention, tab 20a 1s about 4.5 cm long, as
shown by line BB, and 1s about 2.2 ¢cm high, as shown by
line CC. The tape dispenser 10 1s about 10.2 c¢cm long, as
shown by line DD, and 1s about 7.5 cm high, as shown by
line EE. The area of tab 20a 1s therefore approximately 9.9
cm”, while the area of tape dispenser 10 is approximately
76.5 cm”. The area of tab 20a is therefore approximately
13% of the area of tape dispenser 10. Generally the area of
hang tag 20 1s less than 50% of the area of the housing of
tape dispenser 10. More specifically, the area of tab 20a 1s
less than 20% of the area of the housing of the tape dispenser
10 and 1t 1s preferably between 10 and 15% of the area of
tape dispenser 10. This reduced size cuts down on packaging
and display space required to accommodate the tape dis-
penser 10 during transportation and display. This 1n turn
reduces the cost of transporting or displaying the tape
dispensers 1n accordance with the present invention. Tab 20a
may be folded along perforations 30 so that 1t rests at least
partially against upper surface 32 of dispenser 10, thereby
reducing the necessary packaging space even further. Less
space 1s taken up when hanging dispenser 10 from a hook 22
because tab 20a 1s of such a reduced size 1n comparison to
dispenser 10. This reduces the amount of valuable retail
space that the dispenser 10 occupies, thereby reducing the
costs associated with displaying the dispensers even further.

In the foregoing description, certain terms have been used
for brevity, clearness, and understanding. No unnecessary
limitations are to be implied therefrom beyond the require-
ment of the prior art because such terms are used for
descriptive purposes and are intended to be broadly con-
strued.

Moreover, the description and 1llustration of the mnvention
1s an example and the 1nvention 1s not limited to the exact
details shown or described.
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What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A tape dispenser for

dispensing adhesive tape, said tape dispenser comprising;:
a front having an interior surface;

a back having an interior surface and being engageable
with the front to form a housing;

a tape support disposed on the interior surface of at least
onc of the front and back; said tape support being
adapted to hold a roll of adhesive tape thereon;

a hang tag secured within the housing, said hang tag being
adapted to engage a display board, whereby the area of
the hang tag 1s less than 50% of the area of the housing;

wherein the hang tag defines a hole therein and the tape
support 1s receivable through the hole to secure the
hang tag 1n the housing.

2. The tape dispenser in accordance with claim 1, wherein
the hang tag comprises a tab and a lower section; the lower
section being secured within the housing and the tab extend-
ing outwardly from the housing.

3. The tape dispenser 1n accordance with claim 2, wherein
the lower section of the hang tag defines the hole therein and
the tape support 1s receivable through the hole to secure the
lower section 1n the housing.

4. The tape dispenser 1n accordance with claim 2, wherein
the tab defines an aperture, and the tab 1s adapted to receive
a hook from a display board through the aperture.

5. The tape dispenser 1n accordance with claim 4, wherein
the tab 1s less than 20% of the area of the housing.

6. The tape dispenser 1n accordance with claim 4, wherein
the tab 1s between 10% and 15% of the area of the housing.

7. The tape dispenser 1in accordance with claim 4, wherein
the tab 1s substantially smaller than the size of the housing.

8. The tape dispenser 1n accordance with claim 4, wherein
the housing has an upper surface and the hang tag further
defines a plurality of perforations configured to the shape of
the upper surface of the housing.

9. The tape dispenser 1 accordance with claim 4, further
comprising a neck section disposed between the tab and
lower section of the hang tag.

10. The tape dispenser in accordance with claim 9,
wherein the neck section 1s narrower than the tab and the
lower section.

11. The tape dispenser in accordance with claim 10,
further comprising a fold line disposed between the tab and
the neck section.

12. The tape dispenser 1n accordance with claim 11,
further comprising a second fold line disposed between the
neck section and the lower section.
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