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1
AIR FILTRATION DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This patent application 1s a continuation of U.S. patent

application Ser. No. 10/288,646, filed Nov. 4, 2002, now
U.S. Pat. No. 6,712,889, now abandoned, which 1s a con-
tinuation of U.S. Patent application Ser. No. 10,010,677,
now U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/176,835, filed Jun.
21, 2002, which 1s a continuation of U.S. Pat. application
Ser. No 09/563,821, now U.S. Pat. No. 6,447,587 B1, filed
Dec. 6, 2001, which 1s a continuation of U.S. Pat. No.
6,328,791 B1, filed May 3, 2000.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates broadly to air filtration
apparatus and, more particularly, to an air filtration device
that 1s configured for abutment against an electrical outlet
providing operational power for the device, with atmo-
spheric air flowing into an intake on the front surface of the
device, and filtered air bemng emitted through vents provided
on the side of the device.

As the atmosphere 1n general becomes more polluted and
the general population becomes more aware of discomforts
associated with dirty air, air filtration devices of all shapes,
types and sizes have become more popular. One type of air
filtration device provides a small fan for use in a smoky
environment. These devices typically will include an electric
fan contained 1n a small housing for tabletop use, with a filter
through which the air 1s directed for removal of smoke and
other such contaminants. These small fans are useful for
removing odors and contaminants from a confined space,
since they typically take up little space themselves and move
a relatively small volume of air.

Such current designs, while effective, leave room for
improvement 1n the areas of noise control, air dispersion and
filter management.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An air filtration device 1s provided for intake of atmo-
spheric air, assistance 1n removal of contaminants from the
atmospheric air, expulsion of filtered air and configured for
operational association with a generally vertically oriented
surtace. The device mncludes a housing defining an air flow
path therethrough having a front surface, at least one side
surface and a rear surface; at least one air inlet formed in the
front surface of the housing; and at least one air outlet
formed 1n the housing intermediate the front surface and the
rear surface, for cooperation of the air outlet with a generally
vertical surface to which the air filtration device 1s associ-
ated for enhanced dispersion of filtered air expelled through
the air outlet. A filter 1s mounted to the housing in the air
flow path and an impeller 1s provided for moving air through
the housing along the air flow path from the at least one air
inlet to the at least one air outlet, with the impeller being
mounted to the housing.

The air outlet may be formed on the at least one side
surface and the air flow path may be defined from the air
inlet on the front surface through the filter, through the
impeller and outwardly through the air outlet. Also, the side
surface may be curved and the air outlet may be formed as
a series of vents along the curvature of the side surface.

The air filtration device may further include a bumper
member attached to the rear surface of the housing for
abutment with a generally vertical surface to which the air
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2

filtration device 1s associated for orientation of the device
with the vertical surface. The bumper member may also be
formed from resilient material for enhanced noise reduction
when the air filtration device 1s 1n operation. The filter can
be formed as a generally planar member selectively remov-
able from the housing and can include a notch formed
therein for directing insertion of the {filter 1n a correct
orientation with respect to the air flow path. The housing
may 1nclude a locating surface formed thereon and corre-
sponding with the notch 1n the filter to orient the filter 1n the
housing. The housing may also include an icon formed
thereon at a position corresponding with the notch 1n the
filter when the filter 1s 1nserted 1n the housing for enhanced
visual indication of proper filter orientation.

The air filtration device can mnclude an electric motor for
driving the impeller and a pair of electric prongs extending
outwardly from the rear surface of the housing for opera-
tional engagement with an electrical wall outlet for supply-
ing electric power to the electric motor. The pair of electrical
prongs can be configured with each prong 1n the pair having
substantially the same dimensions, so that said air filtration
device may be connected to an electrical outlet without
regard to the dimensional differences between the socket
openings.

The air filtration device may further include an indicator
for communicating that the filter should be changed, the
indicator providing information after a predetermined period
of operation of the air filtration device has passed. The
impeller may be driven electrically and the indicator can
include an electric timer circuit operationally associated
with the impeller for determining when a predetermined
time of impeller operation has passed.

A lamp may be mounted to the housing for 1llumination
when the impeller 1s 1n operation, with the lamp being in
electrical communication with the electric timer circuit and
coniigured to provide pulsating 1llumination when a prede-
termined time of impeller operation has passed. A reset
switch can be provided 1n electrical communication with the
electric timer circuit to selectively reset the electric timer
circuit to a zero operational time setting.

It will be understood by those skilled in the art that
variations on that which 1s described above may be achieved
by addition or omission of the features of the features above

described.

Accordingly, an air filtration device 1s provided for intake
of atmospheric air, assistance 1n removal of contaminants
from the atmospheric air, expulsion of filtered air and
coniigured for operational association with a generally ver-
tically oriented surface, and includes a housing for abutting
attachment to an electrical outlet, the housing defining an air
flow path therethrough and having a front surface, at least
one side surface and a rear surface; at least one air inlet
formed 1n the housing; at least one air outlet formed 1n the
housing intermediate the front surface and the rear surface;
a filter mounted to the housing i1n the air flow path; an
clectrically driven impeller for moving air through the
housing along the air flow path from the at least one air mnlet
to the at least one air outlet, with the impeller being mounted
to the housing; and a pair of electric prongs extending
outwardly from the rear surface for operational engagement
with an electrical wall outlet for supplying electric power to
the impeller. The pair of electrical prongs can be configured
with each prong in the pair having substantially the same
dimensions, so that said air filtration device may be con-
nected to an electrical outlet without regard to the dimen-
sional differences between the socket openings. A bumper
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member 1s attached to the rear surface of the housing for
abutment with a generally vertical surface to which the
bumper member may abut for orienting the device with the
vertical surface. The bumper may be formed from resilient
material for damping vibrations received from the housing
to provide enhanced noise reduction when the air filtration
device 1s 1n operation.

The air filtration device includes an air inlet that 1s formed
on the front surface of the housing and the air flow path 1s
defined from the air inlet on the front surface through the
filter, through the impeller and outwardly through the air
outlet. The filter may be formed as a generally planar
member selectively removable from the housing and
includes a notch formed therein for directing 1nsertion of the
filter 1n a correct orientation with respect to the air flow path.
The housing may include a locating surface formed thereon
and corresponding with the notch 1n the filter to orient the
filter in the housing. The housing may include an icon
formed at a position corresponding with the notch in the
filter when the filter 1s inserted in the housing for enhanced
visual indication of proper filter orientation.

The air filtration device may include an indicator for
communicating that the filter should be changed, the indi-
cator providing information after a predetermined period of
operation of the air filtration device has passed. The impeller
may be driven electrically and the indicator may include an
electric timer circuit operationally engaged with the impeller
for determining when a predetermined time of impeller
operation has passed. The air filtration device also can
include a lamp mounted to the housing for illumination
when the impeller 1s 1n operation, the lamp being 1n elec-
trical communication with the electric timer circuit and
configured to provide pulsating 1llumination when a prede-
termined time of impeller operation has passed. A reset
switch can be provided 1n electrical communication with the
clectric timer circuit to selectively reset the electric timer
circuit to a zero operational time setting.

It should also be understood that the above-described
features may be combined under a single, full-featured unat.
In that regard, an air filtration device for intake of atmo-
spheric air, removal of contaminants from the atmospheric
air, expulsion of filtered air and configured for operational
association with a generally vertically oriented surface,
includes a housing for abutting attachment to an electrical
outlet, the housing defining an air flow path therethrough
and having a front surface, a curved side surface and a rear
surface; at least one air inlet formed 1n the front surface of
the housing; and a series of vents formed 1n the side surface
intermediate the front surface and the rear surface, for
cooperation of the vents with a generally vertical surface to
which the air filtration device 1s associated for enhanced
dispersion of filtered air expelled through the vents. A filter
1s mounted to the housing intermediate the at least one air
inlet and the at least one air outlet, with the filter being
formed as a generally planar member selectively removable
from the housing and including a notch formed therein for
directing 1nsertion of the filter 1n a correct orientation with
respect to the air flow path. The housing may include a
locating surface formed thereon and corresponding with the
notch 1n the filter to orient the filter in the housing. An
clectrically driven impeller 1s provided for moving air
through the housing along the air flow path from the at least
one air i1nlet to the vents, with the 1mpeller being mounted
to the housing. A pair of electric prongs extends outwardly
from the rear surface for operational engagement with an
clectrical wall outlet for supplying electric power to the
impeller. The pair of electrical prongs can be configured
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with each prong 1n the pair having substantially the same
dimensions, so that the air filtration device may be con-
nected to an electrical outlet without regard to the dimen-
sional differences between the socket openings. A bumper
member 1s attached to the rear surface of the housing for
abutment with a generally vertical surface to which the
bumper member may abut for orienting the device with the
vertical surface. The bumper member may be formed from
resilient material for damping vibrations received from the
housing for enhanced noise reduction when the air filtration
device 1s 1n operation.

The air filtration device may include an indicator provid-
ing 1nformation after a predetermined time period of opera-
tion of the air filtration device has passed. The indicator may
include an electric timer circuit, as described above, to
determine how long the impeller has been 1n operation and,
when the time period has passed, an indicator lamp provides
a pulsing 1llumination. The electric timer circuit may also be
provided with a reset switch to selectively reset the electric
fimer circuit to a zero operational time setting.

By the above, the present invention provides an air
filtration device that will plug directly into an outlet and
utilize the wall behind the device for dispersion of filtered
air, while directing air intake from a central source. The
present invention also provides a handy visual indication of
when the filter 1s placed 1n proper orientation with respect to
air flow. Further, the device provides reduced noise by
damping vibrations transmitted from the housing to the wall
against which the device 1s mounted.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of an air filtration device
according to the preferred embodiment of the present mnven-
tion;

FIG. 2 1s a front view of the air filtration device illustrated
m FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 1s a rear view of the air filtration device illustrated
mn FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 1s an exploded view of the air filtration device
llustrated 1n FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 15 a side cutaway view of the air filtration device
taken along line 5—35 i FIG. 2;

FIG. 6 1s a side cutaway view of the air filtration device
similar to the device in FIG. 5, illustrating an alternate
embodiment without a timer circuit;

FIG. 7 1s a side view of the air filtration device illustrated
in FIG. 1, shown mounted to a wall;

FIG. 8 1s a rear view of the air filtration device as
llustrated 1n FIG. 3, shown mounted to a wall;

FIG. 9 1s a front perspective view of the air filtration
device 1llustrating filter placement; and

FIG. 10 1s a front perspective view of the air filtration
device 1llustrated 1n FIG. 9, with the filter inserted properly.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Turning now to the drawings and, more particularly to
FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, an air filtration device for intake of
atmospheric air, filtration of the atmospheric air and emis-
sion of filtered air 1s illustrated generally at 10 and includes
a housing 12. The housing 12 includes a generally curved
side wall 28 fixed to a generally flat front portion 29. A
ogenerally planar door 18 1s fixed to the flat front portion 29,
using hinges 19 as seen in FIG. 3. Referring back to FIG. 1,
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the door 18 includes a front surface 14 and a generally
circular perforated air inlet grill 16. Tabs 20 are provided on
cach side of the door as seen 1n FIGS. 1 and 2, for ease of
opening for filter replacement, as will be seen 1n greater
detail hereinafter. The door covers approximately 80% of the
front surface of the device 10. The remainder of the front
surface 1s covered by a control panel 22. This ratio 1is
primarily a function of aesthetics, and does not effect the
performance of the device 10. A centralized rocker 24 1s
provided 1n the control panel 22 to control an internal switch
to activate and deactivate the device 10 and an indicator light
26 1s provided above the rocker switch 24 which 1lluminates
when the device 10 1s activated and, as will be seen 1n
orcater detail hereinafter, flashes when the filtration device
10 has been 1n operation for a predetermined time period. A
plurality of vents 30 are provided around the curved side

surface 28 to act as air outlets.

Turning now to FIG. 3, a rear surface 32 1s provided
adjacent and integral with the side surface 28. The rear
surface 32 1s curved to conform to the shape of the side
surface 28.

In order to facilitate electrical power application, a pair of
clectrical prongs 34 extend outwardly from the rear surface
32 for operational engagement with a conventional electrical
outlet. The electric prongs 34 are each formed of like
dimensions, so that the air filtration device may be con-
nected to an electrical outlet without regard to the dimen-
sional differences between the socket openings.
Accordingly, the device 10 may be oriented properly, with
the prongs 34 above the vents 30, no matter what orientation
a polarized socket 1s mounted to the outlet E. Further, the
prong arrangement allows the device 10 to be mounted 1n the
lower of the two sockets 1n an outlet pair, without regard to
the dimensional differences between the socket openings.
The location of the prongs 34 with respect to the top of the
housing 12 ensures that the uppermost socket 1n a socket pair
will remain available for use by other devices when the
device 10 1s 1n operation, as seen 1n FIG. 8.

A bumper member 36 provided below the electrical
prongs 34 for abutment with a vertical surface or wall W
against which the device 10 1s mounted, as seen 1n FIGS. 7
and 8. The bumper member 36 assists a user 1n orienting the
device 10 with respect to a wall surface W. Further, the
bumper member 36 may be formed from resilient material.
A resilient bumper member 36 absorbs and dampens vibra-
fions from the housing 12 to reduce or prevent their trans-
mission to the wall W which reduces the noise associated
with an operational air filtration device 10.

Turning now to FIGS. 4, § and 6, the internal components
of the device 10 are illustrated. It will be appreciated that 1n
order to filter air, an air flow path 1s defined through the
housing 12, a filter 40 1s provided and a device 1s provided
to move the air. As seen 1n FIG. 5, the air flow path,
illustrated by arrows, 1s defined by air movement generated
within the device 10, from the air inlet 16, through the
device 10 and outwardly through the vents 30. An impeller
54 1s provided to move air through the device 10. The
impeller 54 1s a basket-like structure having two mounting
rings 35 separated by a plurality of vanes 57 that are curved
to draw air from outside the impeller 54 and drive the air
outwardly through the side of the impeller 54.

The impeller 54 1s rotated by an electric motor 46. As seen
in FIG. 5, the motor 46 includes an armature 56 attached to
the impeller 54. Electrical excitation of the motor 46 causes
the armature 56 to rotate, thereby rotating the impeller 54.

As also seen 1n FIGS. 4, 5 and 6, a filter 40 1s provided
for filtering incoming air. The filter 40 can be directional in
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that a particular surface can be facing incoming air so that
contaminated air 1s drawn through the filter 40 1n a direction
optimal for air filtration. One useful filter 40 1ncludes a front
filtration surface 41, a rear scrim 45 and 1s charcoal acti-
vated. It will be appreciated by those skilled 1n the filtration
art that other filter compositions may be used. In particular,
some filters may be configured to remove bathroom odors
and some {ilters may be configured to remove kitchen odors.
Other types of filters may include an increased charcoal
content for smoke filtration. It 1s contemplated that various
types of filters may be used with the present air filtration
device 10 without reducing the effectiveness of any of the
filters or the overall filtering efficacy of the device 10. The
filter 40 1s formed with a notch 42 1n one corner, as will be
explamed 1n greater detail hereinafter.

An 1nternal baffle plate 60 1s provided to provide a surface
for mounting the filter 40 and to direct air inwardly toward
the 1mpeller. A conical inner surface 62 1s provided in the
baftle plate 60 to provide a nozzle effect to increase the
clectiveness of the filtration device 10. A locating surface
43 1s formed as a raised rib 1n a lower corner of the bafile
plate 60 corresponding to the notch 42 1n the filter 40 for
orienting the filter 1n the housing 12. An icon 44 1s applied
to the baftle plate 60 adjacent the locating surface 43, for
visual indication of proper filter orientation. As also 1llus-
trated 1n FIG. 4, the air filtration device 10 1s configured for
mounting against an electrical outlet E mounted on a wall W.

As seen 1n FIGS. 5 and 6, the air flow path 1s defined
through the housing 12 and illustrated by arrows. Atmo-
spheric air enters the air filtration device 10 through the air
inlet grill 16 and then travels through the filter 40 for
contaminant removal. With reference to FIG. 4, the air
travels down the conical inner surface 62 of the internal
baftle plate 60 and enters a plenum 63 containing the rotating,
impeller 54. The impeller 54 draws the air along the flow
path to an area within the rotating vanes 57 and the air 1s
directed then outwardly through the rotating vanes 57

through the plenum 63 and eventually out through the vents
30 in the curved side wall 28.

Another feature of the present invention 1s the ability to
determine 1n general when the filter 40 should be replaced.
Under normal operation, the filter 40 should be replaced
after a predetermined period of time. It may be presumed
that the time period of filter contamination coincides with
the operating period of the impeller 54 and therefore the
motor 46. To that end, a timing circuit 48 1s provided 1n the
wiring 50 that connects the switch 25 to the motor 46. As
also seen 1n FIGS. 5 and 6, the rocker 24 operates a remotely
disposed switch 25, with the rocker 24 projecting through
the control panel 22. It should be appreciated by those
skilled 1n the art that such a timing circuit 1s a basic
clectronic device and can be configured 1n any number of
ways. The timing circuit 1s also 1n electrical communication
with the indicator lamp 26 which 1lluminates upon electrical
excitation of the motor 46. When the timing circuit 48 has
reached the end of a predetermined time period, the indicator
light 26 1s caused to pulsate, or flash, which 1s an indication
that the filter 40 should likely be replaced. The timing circuit
48 also 1ncludes a reset switch 49 which allows an operator
or owner to reset the timer once the filter 1s replaced.
Optionally, the device 10 may be provided without a timing,
circuit 48 as illustrated 1n FIG. 6.

Referring now to FIGS. 7 and 8, in operation, the air
filtration device 10 of the present invention 1s plugged into
an electrical outlet using electrical prongs 34 in a generally
conventional manner. The rear surface 32 of the housing 12
1s closely adjacent to the electrical outlet E and may abut the




US 6,563,704 B2

7

clectrical outlet E. The bumper member 36 abuts the wall W
or outlet E or indeed, any vertical surface to which the
device 10 may be fixed in order to provide proper orientation
of the device 10 with respect to the wall surface W and, it
the bumper member 36 1s resilient, to provide a damping
effect for motor vibrations that may be transmitted from the
housing 12 during operation. Once a device 10 1s against the
wall W the rocker 24 1s moved into an “on” position, which
causes the switch 25 to provide electrical excitation to the
motor 46 which, 1n turn, causes the 1mpeller 54 to rotate,
thereby drawing atmospheric air inwardly through the air
inlet grill 16. The atmospheric air 1s drawn through the filter
40 and 1s caused to travel along the air flow path as defined
in FIGS. 5 and 6. As the air passes through the filter 40
contaminants are removed and the filtered air travels inter-
mediate the vanes 57 of the impeller 54 and 1s expelled
through the vents 30 formed in the curved side surface 28.
As seen 1n FIG. 7, and as will be appreciated by those skilled
in the art, the filtered air 1s dispersed along an approximately
315° curve and the wall W acts as a baffle to enhance air
dispersion from the device 10. Therefore, the air filtration
device 10 of the present invention draws air from a generally
focused source of contaminated air and provides a dispersed
wave of filtered air to enhance the effectiveness of the filter
operation. It should be noted that the relationship of the
device 10 and the wall W, along with the vent location, 1s

illustrated 1in FIG. 8.

As previously stated, the present invention provides a user
with visual enhancements with respect to filter replacement.
With reference to FIG. 9, a filter 1s shown spaced a distance
from the baftle plate 60 to which 1t 1s to be mounted. As can
be seen, the filter 40 includes a notch 42 formed 1n a lower
right hand corner of the filter 40. The batile plate 60 includes
the icon 44 which 1s preferably shaped as a keyhole, yet may
be shaped in any configuration imaginable. By orienting the
notch 42 1n abutment with the locating surface 43 and such
that the icon 44 1s visible through the notch 42 when the filter
40 1s 1n place, as seen 1 FIG. 10, the filter 40 1s oriented
properly with respect to air flow. Should the filter 40 be
mserted in a reverse manner, the icon 44 would not be
visible, because the notch 42 would not be 1n a position to
allow the user to see the icon 44. Additionally, the locating
surface 43 acts to physically orient the filter 40. Therefore,
the combination of the notch 42, the i1con 44, and the
locating surface 43 allows someone replacing the filter to
casily determine when the filter 1s in proper orientation with

respect to air tlow.

By the above, the present invention provides a compact
air filtration device that provides enhanced effectiveness, the
ability to determine when a filter should be replaced, and a
visual indication of proper filter orientation with respect to
air flow.
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It will therefore be readily understood by those persons
skilled 1n the art that the present invention is susceptible of
a broad utility and application. Many embodiments and
adaptations of the present invention other than those herein
described, as well as many variations, modifications and
equivalent arrangements, will be apparent from or reason-
ably suggested by the present invention and the foregoing
description thereof, without departing from the substance or

scope of the present invention. Accordingly, while the
present invention has been described herein in detail 1n
relation to 1ts preferred embodiment, 1t 1s to be understood
that this disclosure 1s only 1llustrative and exemplary of the
present 1nvention and 1s made merely for purposes of
providing a full and enabling disclosure of the invention.
The foregoing disclosure 1s not 1mntended or to be construed
to limit the present mnvention or otherwise to exclude any
such other embodiments, adaptations, variations, modifica-
fions and equivalent arrangements, the present ivention
being limited only by the claims appended hereto and the
equivalents thereof.

We claim:

1. An air filtration device for intake of atmospheric air,
removal of contaminants from the atmospheric air, expul-
sion of filtered air, and configured for operational associa-
tion with a generally vertically oriented surface, said air
filtration device comprising:

a housing defining an air flow path therethrough and
having a front surface and a rear surface;

at least one air inlet formed 1n said front surface;

at least one air outlet formed 1n said housing intermediate
sald front surface and said rear surface, said at least one
air outlet extending on a side surface located between
the front surface and the rear surface for cooperation of
said air outlet with a generally vertical surface to which
said air filtration device 1s associated for enhanced
dispersion of filtered air expelled through said air

outlet;
a filter supported 1n said air flow path;

an 1mpeller supported by said housing for moving air
through said air flow path, said impeller including a
central 1inside area;

a baflfle plate supported by said housing for directing air
flowing from said air inlet toward said central mside
area; and

a motor for driving the impeller, the motor and 1mpeller
at least partially supported by the bafile plate.
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