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MICROWAVE EXCITED ULTRAVIOLET
LAMP SYSTEM WITH IMPROVED LAMP
COOLING

The present application claims the filing benefit of U.S.
provisional application Serial No. 60/195,566, filed Apr. 7,
2000, the disclosure of which 1s hereby incorporated herein
by reference 1 its entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to microwave
excited ultraviolet lamp systems and, more particularly, to a
reflector for use 1 such lamp systems to reflect ultraviolet
radiation generated by a plasma lamp bulb mounted within
the system.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Ultraviolet lamp systems are designed for coupling micro-
wave energy to an electrodeless lamp, such as an ultraviolet
(UV) plasma lamp bulb mounted within a microwave cham-
ber of the lamp system. In ultraviolet lamp heating and
curing applications, one or more magnetrons are typically
provided 1n the lamp system to couple microwave radiation
to the plasma lamp bulb within the microwave chamber. The
magnetrons are coupled to the microwave chamber through
waveguides that include output ports connected to an upper
end of the chamber. When the plasma lamp bulb 1s suffi-
ciently excited by the microwave energy, it emits ultraviolet
radiation through a bottom end of the microwave chamber.
UV lamp systems used 1n curing of adhesives, sealants or
coatings, for example, include a reflector mounted within or
that form a part of the microwave chamber in which the
plasma lamp bulb 1s positioned. The reflector may be made
of coated glass or metallic, and 1s operable to focus the
emitted ultraviolet radiation 1n a predetermined pattern
toward the substrate to be 1rradiated. Typically, the ultravio-
let lamp system includes a mesh screen mounted to the
bottom end of the chamber that 1s transmissive to ultraviolet
radiation but 1s opaque to the microwaves generated by the
magnetrons. It will be appreciated that the terms “upper end”
and “bottom end” are used herein to simplify description of
the microwave chamber 1n connection with the orientation
of the chamber as shown in the figures. Of course, the
orientation of the microwave chamber may change depend-
ing on the particular ultraviolet lamp heating or curing
application without altering the structure or function of the
microwave chamber 1n any way.

In UV lamp systems, the plasma lamp bulb 1s cooled by
pressurized air that 1s supplied by a pressurized air source
associlated with the lamp system. In most lamp system
designs, the pressurized air must pass through the reflector
to the region of the microwave cavity in which the plasma
lamp bulb 1s mounted. In those designs that use a metallic
reflector that also forms part of the microwave chamber, the
reflector may mclude one or more longitudinally extending
rows of apertures formed through the reflector that are
operable to pass air toward the plasma lamp bulb. The
longitudinally extending rows of apertures are typically
aligned generally parallel with the longitudinal axis of the
plasma lamp bulb, and the apertures may have many dit-
ferent shapes and sizes.

Alternatively, when the reflector 1s made of coated glass
in which it 1s generally too costly to form apertures through
the glass, the reflector 1s typically constructed as two reflec-
tor panels with a single longitudinally extending slot formed
between the reflector panels that 1s generally aligned with
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the longitudinal axis of the plasma lamp bulb. With this
reflector configuration, the slot 1s operable to pass air toward
the plasma lamp bulb so that the air splits about opposite
longitudinal sides of the bulb to cool the bulb. However, this
reflector configuration has the drawback that the air does not
envelop the bulb effectively entirely about its outer surface,
so regions of the bulb, particularly the region on the under-
side of the bulb remote from the slot, are not sufficiently
cooled by the air. As a result, the operating life of the plasma
lamp bulb may be diminished and/or the volume of air
passed through the slot must be increased to achieve suffi-
cient cooling of the bulb.

Thus, there 1s a need for a reflector that 1s configured to
ciiciently pass air toward a plasma lamp bulb 1n a micro-
wave excited ultraviolet lamp system to cool the bulb. There
1s also a need for a reflector configuration that reduces the
amount of cooling air required to operate the plasma lamp
bulb at a predetermined power level. There 1s also a need for
a reflector configuration that improves the operating life of
the plasma lamp bulb.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present 1nvention overcomes the foregoing and other
shortcomings and drawbacks of reflectors heretofore known
in microwave excited ultraviolet lamp systems. While the
invention will be described 1 connection with certain
embodiments, 1t will be understood that the invention 1s not
limited to these embodiments. On the contrary, the invention
includes all alternatives, modifications and equivalents as
may be included within the spirit and scope of the present
invention.

According to one aspect of the present invention, the
reflector includes a pair of reflector panels that are mounted
In opposing, 1.€., mirror facing relationship within the micro-
wave chamber, and 1n spaced relationship to the plasma
lamp bulb. A longitudinally extending intermediate member
1s mounted 1n spaced relationship to the pair of reflector
panels and to the plasma lamp bulb. The pair of reflector
panels and the intermediate member form 1n mounted com-
bination a pair of longitudinally extending slots that are
operable to pass air toward the plasma lamp bulb. The pair
of slots are positioned relative to the plasma lamp bulb so
that the air envelops the plasma lamp bulb effectively
entirely about its outer surface. The pair of slots are oriented
so that the air passes along opposite longitudinal sides of the
plasma lamp bulb and then merges generally in a region
beneath the bulb that 1s remote form the pair of slots.

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention,
the pair of longitudinally extending slots may be aligned
ogenerally parallel to and offset from the longitudinal axis of
the plasma lamp bulb. Alternatively, each of the longitudi-
nally extending slots may have a sinusoidal or other con-
figuration that 1s also operable to pass the air toward the bulb
so that the air envelops the bulb effectively entirely about 1s
outer surface to cool the bulb.

In accordance with another aspect of the present
invention, a reflector 1s provided that includes a pair of
reflector panels that are mounted in opposing relationship,
and that are connected to opposite longitudinal edges of the
intermediate member. In this reflector configuration, the
intermediate member includes multiple apertures formed
therethrough that are operable to pass air toward the plasma
lamp bulb to envelop the bulb effectively entirely about its
outer surface. The apertures may be provided in two longi-
tudinally extending rows that are generally parallel to and
oifset from the longitudinal axis of the plasma lamp bulb.
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The apertures of one row may be staggered relative to the
apertures of the other row.

The above and other objects and advantages of the present
invention shall be made apparent from the accompanying
drawings and the description thereof.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate embodi-
ments of the invention and, together with a general descrip-
tion of the invention given above, and the detailed descrip-
fion of the embodiments given below, serve to explain the
principles of the mvention.

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a microwave excited
ultraviolet lamp system 1n accordance with the principles of
the present invention;

FIG. 2 1s a cross-sectional view of the ultraviolet lamp
system of FIG. 1 taken along line 2—2 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 1s a top plan view of a reflector for use in the
ultraviolet lamp system of FIG. 1 in accordance with a first
aspect of the present invention;

FIG. 3A 1s a cross-sectional view taken along line
3A—3A of FIG. 3;

FIG. 4 1s a view similar to FIG. 3, illustrating a reflector
in accordance with a second aspect of the present invention,;

FIG. 4A 1s a cross-sectional view taken along line
4A—4A of FIG. 4;

FIG. 5 1s a view similar to FIG. 3, illustrating a reflector
in accordance with a third aspect of the present mnvention;

FIG. SA 1s a cross-sectional view taken along line
SA—S5A of FIG. §;

FIG. 6 1s a view similar to FIG. 3, 1llustrating a reflector
in accordance with a fourth aspect of the present invention;

FIG. 6A 1s a cross-sectional view taken along line
6 A—6A of FIG. 6;

FIG. 7 1s a view similar to FIG. 3, illustrating a reflector
in accordance with a fifth aspect of the present invention;

FIG. 7A 1s a cross-sectional view taken along line
7A—7A of FIG. 7,

FIG. 8 1s a view similar to FIG. 3, 1llustrating a reflector
in accordance with a sixth aspect of the present invention;
and

FIG. 8A 1s a cross-sectional view taken along line
SA—8A of FIG. 8.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

With reference to the figures, a microwave excited ultra-
violet (“UV?”) lamp system or light source 10 is shown in
accordance with the principles of the present invention.
Light source 10 includes a pair of microwave generators,
1llustrated as a pair of magnetrons 12, that are each coupled
to a longitudinally extending microwave chamber 14
through a respective waveguide 16. Each waveguide 16 has
an outlet port 18 coupled to an upper end of the microwave
chamber 14 so that microwaves generated by the pair of
microwave generators 12 are coupled to the microwave
chamber 14 1n spaced longitudinal relationship adjacent
opposite upper ends of the chamber 14. An electrodeless
plasma lamp 20, 1mn the form of a sealed, longitudinally
extending plasma bulb, 1s mounted within the microwave
chamber 14 and supported adjacent the upper end of the
chamber 14 as 1s well known 1n the art. While not shown, it
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will be appreciated that light source 10 1s mounted within a
cabinet or housing well known to those of ordinary skill 1n
the art that includes a source of pressurized air that is
operable to direct air into the microwave chamber 14,
represented diagrammatically by arrows 22 i FIG. 2, to
cool the plasma lamp bulb 20 as will be described 1n greater
detail below.

Light source 10 1s designed and constructed to emit
ultraviolet radiation, illustrated diagrammatically by arrows
24 1n FIG. 2, from a bottom end of the microwave chamber
14 vpon sufficient excitation of the plasma lamp bulb 20 by
microwave energy coupled to the microwave chamber 14
from the pair of microwave generators 12. While a pair of
magnetrons 12 are illustrated and described herein, it 1s to be
understood that the light source 10 may include only a single
magnetron 12 to excite the plasma lamp bulb 20 without
departing from the spirit and scope of the present invention.

Light source 10 includes a starter bulb 26, and a pair of
transformers 28 that are each electrically coupled to a
respective one of the magnetrons 12 to energize filaments of
the magnetrons 12 as understood by those skilled 1n the art.
The magnetrons 12 are mounted to inlet ports 30 of the
waveguides 16 so that microwaves generated by the mag-
netrons 12 are discharged into the chamber 14 through the
longitudinally spaced apart outlet ports 18 of the waveguides
16. Preferably, the frequencies of the two magnetrons 12 are
split or offset by a small amount to prevent intercoupling
between them during operation of the light source 10.

As best understood with reference to FIGS. 1 and 2,
microwave chamber 14 includes a generally horizontal top
wall 32, a pair of generally vertical opposite end walls 34,
and a pair of generally vertical opposite side walls 36 that
extend longitudinally between the end walls 34 and on
opposite sides of the plasma lamp bulb 20. Microwave
chamber 14 further includes inclined walls 38 that extend
upwardly and inwardly from the side walls 36 toward the top
wall 32. A pair of openings 40 are provided at an upper end
of the microwave chamber 14 that are aligned with and
coupled to the outlet ports 18 of the waveguides 16. In this
way, microwave energy generated by the pair of magnetrons
12 1s coupled to the microwave chamber 14 to excite the
plasma lamp bulb 20 with sufficient energy to emit ultra-
violet radiation. Of course, other configurations of the
microwave chamber 14 are possible without departing from
the spirit and scope of the present mvention.

In accordance with the principles of the present invention,
a longitudinally extending reflector 42 1s mounted within the
microwave chamber 14 for reflecting the ultraviolet radia-
tion 24 emitted from the plasma lamp bulb 20 toward a
substrate (not shown) from the bottom end of the microwave
chamber 14. Retlector 42 preferably has an elliptical con-
figuration in transverse cross-section, although parabolic or
other cross-sectional configurations are possible without
departing from the spirit and scope of the present invention.
A mesh screen 44 1s mounted to the bottom end of the
microwave chamber 14 that 1s transparent to the emitted
ultraviolet radiation 24 while remaining opaque to the
microwaves generated by the pair of magnetrons 12.

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention, as
shown 1n FIGS. 2, 3 and 3A, reflector 42 includes a pair of
longitudinally extending reflector panels 46 that are
mounted 1n opposing, 1.€., mirror facing relationship within
the microwave chamber 14 and 1n spaced relationship to the
plasma lamp bulb 20. Each reflector panel 46 1s preferably
made of coated glass, although other materials having suit-
able reflective and thermal properties are possible as well.
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When made of coated glass, for example, each reflector
panel 46 1s transparent to the microwave energy generated
by the pair of magnetrons 12 but opaque to and reflective of

the ultraviolet radiation 24 emitted by the plasma lamp bulb
20.

The pair of reflector panels 46 are mounted within the
microwave chamber 14 through a pair of longitudinally
spaced apart retainers 48 (FIG. 2), and each reflector panel
46 has its lower end supported on a generally horizontal,
inwardly directed flange 50 that extends inwardly from the
cach chamber side wall 36. In accordance with one aspect of
the present 1nvention, a longitudinally extending intermedi-
ate member 52 1s mounted within the microwave chamber
14 through a pair of slots 54 (FIG. 2) formed in the retainers
48. As shown 1n FIGS. 2, 3 and 3A, the intermediate member
52 1s mounted 1n spaced relationship to the reflector panels
46, and also 1n spaced relationship to the plasma lamp bulb
20. The intermediate member 52 may be made of glass, such
as PYREX®, and may uncoated to be non-reflective of the
ultraviolet radiation 24 emitted by the plasma lamp bulb 20.

Further referring to FIGS. 2, 3 and 3A, ecach of the
reflector panels 46 includes a longitudinally extending edge
56 that 1s generally parallel to a longitudinal axis of the
respective reflector panel 46. The intermediate member 52
includes a pair of longitudinally extending opposite edges 58
that are each generally parallel to a longitudinal axis of the
intermediate member 52. Each of the reflector panel edges
56 and intermediate member edges 58 preferably has a
vertical face 60 and 62, respectively, that 1s generally
parallel to the longitudinal axis of the plasma lamp bulb 20.

When the pair of reflector panels 46 and the intermediate
member 52 are mounted 1in combination within the micro-
wave chamber 14 to form the reflector 42, a pair of spaced,
longitudinally extending slots 64 are formed between the
cdges 56 of the reflector panels 46 and the edges 58 of the
intermediate member 52. In accordance with the principles
of the present invention, the pair of spaced, longitudinally
extending slots 64 are operable to pass air, represented by
arrows 22 in FIG. 2, from the pressurized air source (not
shown) toward the plasma lamp bulb 20. The slots 64 are
preferably aligned generally parallel with and offset from the
longitudinal axis of the plasma lamp bulb 20 so that the air
22 envelops the plasma lamp bulb 20 effectively entirely
about 1ts outer surface to cool the bulb 20. The pair of slots
64 arc oriented so that the air passes along opposite longi-
tudinal sides of the plasma lamp bulb 20 and then merges
ogenerally 1n a region beneath the bulb 20 that 1s remote form
the pair of slots 64.

As shown 1 FIGS. 2, 3 and 3A, the intermediate member
52, while having a slight curvature transverse to its longi-
tudinal axis, 1s formed generally as rectangular strip of
material and has a generally rectangular transverse cross-
sectional configuration as shown i FIGS. 3 and 3A.
Alternatively, and 1n accordance with another aspect of the
present invention as shown 1n FIGS. 6 and 6A, a longitu-
dinally extending intermediate member 52a may be pro-
vided 1n the form of a glass rod that has a generally circular
conilguration in transverse cross-section. According to this
aspect of the present mvention, the intermediate member
52a 1s also positioned 1n spaced relationship to the pair of
reflector panels 46, and 1n spaced relationship to the plasma
lamp bulb 20. The intermediate member 52a has a longitu-
dinal axis that 1s generally parallel to each longitudinal axis
of the respective reflector panels 46.

When the pair of reflector panels 46 and the intermediate
member 52a are mounted 1n combination within the micro-
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wave chamber 14 to form the reflector 42a as shown 1n
FIGS. 6 and 6A, a pair of spaced, longitudinally extending
slots 64a are formed between the edges 56 of the reflector
panels 46 and the cylindrical surface 66 of the intermediate
member 52a. The pair of spaced, longitudinally extending
slots 64a are operable to pass air toward the plasma lamp
bulb 20 as discussed 1n detail above with reference to FIGS.
2, 3 and 3A. The slots 64a are also preferably aligned
ogenerally parallel with and offset from the longitudinal axis
of the plasma lamp bulb 20 so that the air envelops the
plasma lamp bulb 20 effectively enfirely about 1ts outer
surface to cool the bulb 20. Of course, other geometric
conilgurations of the intermediate member 52a are possible
to achieve a similar result without departing from the spirit
and scope of the present 1nvention.

Referring now to FIGS. 4 and 4A, a longitudinally
extending reflector 42b 1s shown 1n accordance with another
aspect of the present invention. Reflector 425 includes a pair
of longitudinally extending reflector panecls 46b that are
mounted in opposing relationship within the microwave
chamber 14 and in spaced relationship to the plasma lamp
bulb 20. A longitudinally extending intermediate member
52b 1s mounted 1n spaced relationship to the pair of reflector

panecls 46b, and 1n spaced relationship to the plasma lamp
bulb 20.

Each of the reflector panels 46b includes a longitudinally
extending edge 56b that 1s provided with one or more
projections 68 and/or recesses 70 formed along the longi-
tudinal length of the edge 56b. The intermediate member
52b 1ncludes a pair of longitudinally extending opposite
cdges 58b that are each provided with one or more projec-
tions 74 and/or recesses 76 formed along the longitudinal
length of the edge 58b. As shown 1n FIG. 4, the reflector
panecl edges 565 and 1intermediate member edges 5385 have a
ogenerally sinusoidal configuration, and the projections 68
formed along the length of the reflector panel edges 56b are
mounted 1n opposing relationship to the recesses 76 formed
along the length of the intermediate member edges 58b.

When the pair of reflector panels 565 and the intermediate
member 525 are mounted 1n combination within the micro-
wave chamber 14 to form the reflector 42b, a pair of spaced,
longitudinally extending slots 64b are formed between the
edges 56b of the retlector panels 46b and the edges 58b of
the intermediate member 52b that are operable to pass air
toward the plasma lamp bulb 20 to envelop the bulb 20
ciifectively entirely about its outer surface. As shown 1n FIG.
4A, each of the slots 64b has a generally smusoidal con-
figuration and 1s generally offset from the longitudinal axis
of the plasma lamp bulb 20. The slots 64b are coniigured to
vary the flow of air along the longitudinal length of the
plasma lamp bulb 20. Of course, other configurations of the
reflector panel edges 56b and intermediate member edges
58b to form the pair of slots 64b are possible to achieve a
similar result without departing from the spirit and scope of
the present invention.

Referring now to FIGS. § and 5A, a longitudinally
extending reflector 42¢ 1n accordance with another aspect of
the present invention 1s shown. Retlector 42¢ includes a pair
of longitudinally extending reflector panels 46¢ and a lon-
oitudinally extending mtermediate member 52 mounted in
the microwave chamber 14 as generally discussed above
with reference to the reflectors 42, 42a and 42b. In this
embodiment, each of the reflector panels 46¢ 1s provided
with one or more projections 68¢ and/or recesses 70c¢ formed
along the longitudinal length of the edge 56c. The interme-
diate member 52 includes a pair of longitudinally extending
opposite edges 58 that are ecach generally parallel to the
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longitudinal axis of the intermediate member 52. The retlec-
for panels 46¢ are mounted in spaced relationship to the
intermediate member 52 so that the projections 68¢ formed
along one of the reflector panel edges 56c¢ are 1n opposing
relationship to the projections 68c¢ formed along the other
reflector panel edge 56c¢.

When the pair of reflector panels 46¢ and the intermediate
member 52 are mounted 1n combination within the micro-
wave chamber 14 to form the reflector 42¢, a pair of spaced,

longitudinally extending slots 64c¢ are formed between the
edges 56¢ of the reflector panels 46¢ and the edges 58 of the
intermediate member 52 that are operable to pass air toward
the plasma lamp bulb 20 to envelop the bulb 20 effectively
entirely about 1s outer surface. As shown 1n FIG. 5A, each
of the slots 64c¢ has an enlarged region 76 that 1s positioned
along the length of the plasma lamp bulb 20 to direct a
oreater volume of air in particular zones along the length of
the bulb 20. Preferably, these zones of increased air volume
coincide generally with the hot zones of the bulb 20.

Alternatively, 1n accordance with another aspect of the
present mvention as shown 1n FIGS. 8 and 8A, a longitu-
dinally extending reflector 42d 1s shown. Reflector 42d
includes a pair of longitudinally extending reflector panels
46 and a longitudinally extending intermediate member 52d
mounted 1n the microwave chamber 14 as generally dis-
cussed above with reference to the reflectors 42, and 42a—.
In this embodiment, each of the reflector panels 46 has a
longitudinally extending edge 56 that 1s generally parallel to
the longitudinal axis of the reflector panel 46. The interme-
diate member 52d includes a pair of longitudinally extend-
ing opposite edges 584 that are each provided with one or
more projections 72d and/or recesses 74d.

When the pair of reflector panels 46 and the intermediate
member 52d are mounted 1n combination within the micro-
wave chamber 14 to form the reflector 42d, a pair of spaced,
longitudinally extending slots 64d are formed between the
cdges 56 of the reflector panels 46 and the edges 584 of the
intermediate member 524 that are operable to pass air
toward the plasma lamp bulb 20 to envelop the bulb 20
ciiectively entirely about is outer surface. As shown 1n FIG.
8A, cach of the slots 64d has an enlarged region 76d that 1s
positioned along the length of the plasma lamp bulb 20 to
direct a greater volume of air 1n particular zones along the
length of the bulb 20. Preferably, these zones of increased air
volume coincide generally with the hot zones of the bulb 20.

Referring now to FIGS. 7 and 7A, a reflector 42¢ 1n
accordance with yet another aspect of the present invention
1s shown. In this embodiment, the reflector 42¢ includes a
pair of longitudinally extending reflector panels 46ethat are
mounted 1n opposing relationship, and are connected to an
intermediate member 52¢ along its opposite longitudinal
cdges 58¢. Intermediate member 52¢ may be made of a
fluoro polymer, such as TEFLON®, and may also be made
non-reflective. The reflector panels 46eand intermediate
member 52¢ are mounted within the microwave chamber 14
and 1n spaced relationship to the plasma lamp bulb 20. The
intermediate member 52e¢ includes apertures 78 formed
therethrough that are operable to pass air toward the plasma
lamp bulb 20 so that the air envelops the plasma lamp bulb
20 effectively entirely about 1ts outer surface to cool the bulb
20. The apertures 78 are provided 1n at least two longitudi-
nally extending rows 80 that are each preferably aligned
ogenerally parallel with and offset from the longitudinal axis
of plasma lamp bulb 20. The apertures 78 on one row 80
may be staggered relative to the apertures 80 of the other
row as shown 1n FIG. 7. Of course, other configurations of
the apertures 78 and the rows 80 are possible to achieve a
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similar result without departing from the spirit and scope of
the present invention.

The reflector configurations of the present invention pro-
vide 1mproved cooling of the plasma lamp bulb 20 by
enveloping the bulb 20 with air effectively enfirely about its
outer surface. Each reflector configuration includes a pair of
longitudinally extending slots that pass air in a desired
manner toward the plasma lamp bulb 20. The reflector
conflgurations of the present invention provide efficient
cooling of the plasma lamp bulb 20 that reduces the amount

of cooling air required to operate the plasma lamp bulb 20
at a predetermined power level. Moreover, the eifficient
cooling provided by the reflector configurations of the

present mvention 1improve the life of the plasma lamp bulb
20.

While the present mmvention has been illustrated by a
description of various embodiments and while these
embodiments have been described 1n considerable detail, it
1s not the intention of the applicants to restrict or in any way
limit the scope of the appended claims to such detail.
Additional advantages and modifications will readily appear
to those skilled in the art. The invention in its broader
aspects 1s therefore not limited to the speciiic details, rep-
resentative apparatus and method, and 1illustrative example
shown and described. Accordingly, departures may be made
from such details without departing from the spirit or scope
of applicants’ general mnventive concept.

Having described the mvention, we claim:

1. An apparatus for generating ultraviolet radiation, com-
Prising;:

a longitudinally extending microwave chamber;

a longitudinally extending plasma lamp bulb mounted

within said microwave chamber;

at least on microwave generator coupled to said micro-
wave chamber and operable to generate a microwave
energy fleld within said chamber for exciting said
plasma lamp bulb to emit ultraviolet radiation from a
bottom end said chamber; and

a reflector mounted 1n said microwave chamber operable
to reflect ultraviolet radiation generated by said plasma
light bulb, said reflector comprising a first longitudi-
nally extending reflector panel mounted 1n spaced
relationship to said plasma bulb, a second longitudi-
nally extending reflector panel mounted 1n opposing
and mirror facing relationship to said first reflector
panel and 1n spaced relationship to said plasma bulb,
and a longitudinally extending intermediate member
mounted 1n spaced relationship to said first and second
reflector panels and to said plasma lamp bulb, said first
and second reflector panels and said intermediate mem-
ber forming 1n mounted combination a pair of longi-
tudinally extending slots operable to pass air toward
said plasma lamp bulb.

2. The reflector assembly of claim 1 wherein each of said
first and second reflector panels has a longitudinally extend-
ing edge that 1s parallel to a longitudinal axis of said
respective reflector panel.

3. The reflector assembly of claim 1 wherein each of said
first and second reflector panels has a longitudinally extend-
ing edge coniigured with at least one projection or recess
formed along the longitudinal length of said edge.

4. The reflector of claim 1 wherein said intermediate
member has a pair of longitudinally extending opposite
cdges that are each parallel to a longitudinal axis of said
intermediate member.

5. The reflector of claim 2 wherein said intermediate
member has a pair of longitudinally extending opposite
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cdges that are each configured with at least one projection or
recess formed along the longitudinal length of said edge.

6. The reflector of claim 3 wherein aid intermediate
member has a pair of longitudinally extending opposite
cdges that are each configured with at least one projection or
recess formed along the longitudinal length of said edge.

7. The reflector of claim 6 wherein said at least one
projection formed along the longitudinal length of said first
and second reflector panel edges are adapted to be mounted
in opposing relationship to said at least one recess formed
along the longitudinal length of each of said intermediate
member edges.

8. The reflector of claim 6 wherein each of said longitu-
dinally extending edges of said first and second reflector
panels and said mtermediate member has a generally sinu-
soidal configuration.

9. The reflector of claim 1 wherein said intermediate
member has a generally rectangular configuration in trans-
Verse cross-section.

10. The reflector of claim 1 wherein said intermediate
member has a generally circular configuration in transverse
cross-section.

11. The reflector of claim 1 wherein said intermediate
member 1s made non-reflective.

12. An apparatus for generating ultraviolet radiation,
comprising;:

a longitudinally extending microwave chamber;

a longitudinally extending plasma lamp bulb mounted
within said microwave chamber;

at least one microwave generator coupled to said micro-
wave chamber and operable to generate a microwave
energy lield within said chamber for exciting said
plasma lamp bulb to emit ultraviolet radiation from a
bottom end said chamber; and

a reflector mounted 1n said microwave chamber operable
to reflect ultraviolet radiation generated by said plasma
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light bulb, said reflector comprising a first longitudi-
nally extending reflector panel mounted 1 spaced
relationship to said plasma bulb, a second longitudi-
nally extending reflector panel mounted 1n opposing
and mirror facing relationship to said first reflector
panel and 1n spaced relationship to said plasma bulb,
and a longitudinally extending intermediate member
connected to said first and second retlector panels and
mounted 1n spaced relationship to plasma lamp bulb,
said intermediate member having a plurality of aper-
tures extending therethrough operable to pass air
toward said plasma lamp bulb.

13. The retlector of claim 12 wherein said intermediate
member has at least two longitudinally extending rows of
apertures extending therethrough.

14. The reflector of claim 13 wherein said apertures of one
longitudinally extending row are staggered relative to said
apertures of said other longitudinally extending row.

15. The reflector of claim 12 wherein said intermediate
member 1s made non-reflective.

16. A method of cooling a plasma lamp bulb 1n a micro-
wave excited ultraviolet lamp system having a microwave
chamber, a reflector mounted 1n the microwave chamber and
a pair of longitudinally extending slots formed in the
reflector, comprising;

passing air 1n a direction through one of the longitudinally
extending slots toward the plasma lamp bulb;

passing air 1n the same direction through the other lon-
oitudinally extending slot toward the plasma lamp

bulb; and

enveloping the plasma lamp bulb effectively entirely
about 1ts outer surface to cool the plasma lamp bulb.
17. The method of claim 16 further comprising the step of
passing the air through the pair of slots on opposite longi-
tudinal sides of the plasma lamp bulb.
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