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BEVERAGE HOLDING PLATE

Priority 1s hereby claimed under 35 U.S.C. §119 on
International Application PCT/SE00/01540, filed Aug. 3,
2000, which International Application was published 1in

English as number WO 02/11586.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The discovery 1s a plate for holding food and drink. The
plate 1s well suited for eating and drinking under such
conditions where a table, countertop or other resting area 1s
not available for the plate or beverage container.

At buifets, pot luck get-togethers, concert 1intermissions,
wine and snacks, hors doevres, or fast-food situations, food
1s often served on plates of plastic, paper or porcelain. In
these situations, drink 1s often served 1n a glass, cup, or
directly 1n a bottle or can. The user 1s then faced with the
problem of holding a plate with one hand and a cup/glass or
beverage container with the other hand. In order to eat the
contents on the plate, the other hand must be freed up. In
these situations it 1s obviously a problem 1f a resting place
does not exist for the plate or the beverage container.

A product already exists on the market wich one can
fasten to the porcelain plate, or a plate having a hard outher
edge made from other material. This other product 1s formed
so that a glass with a foot can hang near the plate’s outher
edge, and the user can therefore flee a hand so that the freed
hand can be used to cat food from the plate.

There also exists on the market, plates, usually of paper,
which have a holder formed 1n the plate so that a paper cup,
plastic cup or aluminium beverage can be snugly captured
by a fitted hole slightly smaller than the beverage container
diameter, thus allowing the user to free a hand to eat food
from the same plate.

The following problems exist for the above mentioned
existing products: they can only be used for certain limited
types of beverage containers; the first product mentioned 1s
designed only for a glass with a foot, because the glass must
first fit into the limited holding space with the foot balancing
as counterweight to the contents located 1n the upper part of
the footed beverage container; the second product i1s
designed for only a special type of cup or container with a
very narrow diameter range. Both are relatively unstable in
holding a beverage container during walking 1n crowded
arcas, and the user risks the chance of tipping the beverage
container with a slight bump of an elbow.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Until now 1t has been 1n many situations a problem to eat
food and drink beverages where tables, counters or other flat
arcas are not available. This discovery 1s a plate wich can
hold steady a beverage container, with the use of only one
hand, without the risk that the glass, cup bottle or can loses
balance or tips. At the same time, the beverage container can
be removed and used 1 a simple and easy way.

This object 1s fulfilled with the plate of the present
imvention, which meets the conditions described herein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a side view of a plate made according to the
mvention;

FIG. 2 1s a top view of the plate with a beverage can of
normal design placed on the plate; and

FIG. 3 shows the plate from the side, with a beverage can
and a user’s hand which holds the plate while exerting some
pressure on the beverage can.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

In FIG. 2, the plate 1s shown with a flat area 1 on one side
of the plate on which a beverage can 6 can rest, The 1nner
edge of space 1 1s curved and separated from the food space
7 by a wall 2. Wall 2 1s curved with a diameter which allows
space for a beverage container 6 of normal dimensions,

The flat area 1 has an edge 3 that provides a space to rest
the heel of the hand which holds the plate, and that hand’s

fingers are positioned below the plate so they can grab the
recessed surface 4 formed by wall 2. The thumb rests nearly
on the surface 5a for a right handed user, or respectively 5b
for a left handed user. The distance between the edge 3 and
wall 2 1s such that the hand can with relative ease exert
pressure on the beverage cup, can or bottle against wall 2.

With a footed wine glass the thumb can rest on top of the
foot to hold it on flat area 1.

The space 7 1s designed for food, and the plate has a raised
cdge wall 8 that joins wall 2, and which holds food on the
plate. A recess 9 1s formed between wall surface 4 and the
inner surface edge of wall 8 on the bottom of the plate. It can
be seen 1in FIG. 3 that the fingers fit into the recess 9 for
oTIppINg.

The plate 1s suitable to be made 1n plastic or pressed paper
or other suitable material. The advantage of this is that the
plate can be mass produced at a low price and be a
disposable one-time product. The plate must be stiff enough
so that when held by one hand from the underside the food
welght does not cause 1t to bend.

Although the present mvention has been described with
reference to preferred embodiments, workers skilled 1n the
art will recognize that changes may be made 1in form and
detail without departing from the spirit and scope of the
ivention.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A plate for food and beverage having a periphery and
at least a first area for placement of food and second area
having a support surface for placement of a beverage
container, a raised wall raised above the support surface
between the first and second areas, the raised wall forming
a U-shape with an inner end forming a restraint for the
beverage container at a location spaced mwardly from the
periphery of the plate and the raised wall having spaced side
wall portions extending from the inner end to the periphery
of the plate to at least partially define the second area, the
support surface forming a flat surface within the region
defined by the U-shaped raised wall and extending out to the
periphery between the spaced side wall portions, the under-
side of the plate having a concave gripping area underlying
the raised wall, the concave area being formed to act as a
oripping area for fingers of a gripping hand of a person
holding the plate when the plate 1s held from underneath
positioned so a thumb and a portion of the hand can
simultaneously curl around a peripheral edge of the plate
and exert pressure against both the top of the plate and the
beverage container between the spaced side wall portions.

2. The plate for food and beverage as specified 1n claim 1,
wherein the end of the U-shape of the raised wall 1s part
circular.

3. The plate for food and beverage of claim 1 wherein the
plate has a bottom surface 1n the first and second areas, and
the bottom surfaces of the first and second areas substan-
tially planar.

4. The plate for food and beverage as specified 1n claim 3,
wherein said concave gripping arca extends upwardly from
the plane of the bottom surface to form the raised wall and
separate the first and second areas on the plate.
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5. The plate for food and beverage as specified 1n claim 1,
wherein the raised wall separates the first and second areas
of the plate, and the raised wall has a wall portion that
surrounds a major portion of the periphery of the plate, such
that the first area i1s recessed below upper portions of the
raised wall.

6. The plate for food and beverage of claim 1, wherein the
space between the spaced side wall portions of the raised
wall 1s of size to provide for space for portion of a hand to
be placed on an upper surface of the flat area with the fingers
in the recessed area, and a thumb on one of the side wall
portions of the raised wall.

7. A plate for food and beverage having at least a first
recessed area for placement of food and utensils and a
second area having a flat upper surface for placement of a
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beverage container, the first and second areas being sepa-
rated by a raised wall for restraint of a beverage container,
the raised wall having an inner portion spaced mnwardly from
a periphery of the plate and leaving the flat surface of the
second area unobstructed to the periphery between spaced
raised side walls joining the 1nner portion, the raised inner
portions forming a concave gripping arca on an underside of
the plate of size to receive fingers of a user and the concave
oripping arca being positioned so that a thumb of a user can
be placed over an edge of the plate for gripping the plate

with a portion of the hand overlying the flat surface between
the spaced raised side walls.
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